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PREFACE. 

The  necessity  of  bringing  the  remaining  papers  relative  to 
the  life  and  work  of  Mr.  King  within  this  volume  involved 
much  difficulty  of  selection,  and  therefore  this  has  been  met 
by  giving  here  such  letters  and  statements  as  would  throw 
light  upon  the  times  during  his  latter  years  and  upon  his 
connection  with  them.  In  this  way  the  opinions  he  ex- 
pressed relative  to  the  many  important  questions  which  were 
before  the  country,  and  in  the  discussion  and  settlement  of 
which  he  took  a  leading  part,  are  fairly  represented.  The 
speeches  he  delivered  in  the  Senate  on  the  Navigation  Laws 
the  Missouri  question,  the  Sales  of  the  Public  Lands,  the 
Caucus  System  of  selecting  a  President,  all  of  which  involved 
most  careful  consideration  and  treatment,  and  others  on  im- 
portant matters,  will  be  found  either  in  the  body  of  the  work 
or,  as  corrected  by  himself,  in  the  Appendix. 

As  to  the  material,  most  of  the  letters  were  collected 
many  years  ago  by  his  son,  Dr.  Charles  King ;  others  have 
come  into  the  possession  of  the  editor,  who  has  endeav- 
ored to  exercise  care  in  seeking  information  from  other 
sources,  in  many  cases  from  friends  who  have  kindly  furnished 
valuable  matter  in  response  to  his  inquiries,  for  which  he  is 
most  thankful,  and  in  others  from  published  works,  which 
have  been  carefully  examined. 

The  object  in  view  has  been  to  show  Mr.  King  in  his  daily 
life,  and  to  present  him  as  an  able,  wise  and  honest  states- 
man, a  true  lover  of  his  country,  and  a  faithful  guardian  of  her 
institutions,  to  the  establishment  of  which  he  so  largely 
contributed. 

iii 


IV  PREFACE. 


The  Editor  desires  to  thank  the  pubHshers  for  their  assist- 
ance and  courtesy  in  preparing  these  volumes,  as  shown  in 
their  neat  and  appropriate  appearance,  similar  to  that  in 
which  they  have  published  the  correspondence  of  the  states- 
men contemporary  with  Mr.  King. 

C  K..  IC. 

Andalusia,  Pa., 
December,  1899. 
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Among  the  events  of  this  year,  1816,  was  the  Presidential 
election  for  a  successor  to  Mr.  Madison.  A  caucus  of  the 
Republican  members  of  Congress  was  held  on  March  16, 1816, 
and  Mr.  Monroe  was  nominated  as  their  candidate  for  the 
Presidency,  and  Tompkins,  who  had  claims  to  the  higher 
office,  was  named  as  the  Vice-President. 

"Monroe  and  Tompkins"  was  a  clear  national  ticket  which 
swept  the  country  easily  ;  the  candidates  receiving  in  fact,  the 
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electoral  votes  of  all  the  States,  except  Massachusetts,  Connecti- 
cut and  Delaware,  where  the  forlorn  hope  of  Federalism  main- 
tained a  faltering  last  stand  and  gave  Rufus  King  the  compliment 
of  the  Presidential  ballots,  not  having  thought  it  worth  while  to 
unite  upon  any  person  for  Vice-President." 

ScHOULER — Hist.  U.  S.,  Vol.  II.,  460. 

The  Message  of  the  President  on  the  assembling  of  the 
14th  Congress  had  called  the  attention  of  that  body  to  the 
new  aspect  of  public  affairs  after  the  peace  and  the  conclu- 
sion of  a  commercial  convention  with  Great  Britain.  The  for- 
eign relations,  the  military  and  naval  affairs  of  the  country, 
the  condition  of  the  national  finances,  all  required  careful  at- 
tention, and  discreet  handling  ;  and  suggestions  were  offered 
looking  to  the  making  of  roads  and  canals  for  easier  internal 
intercourse,  and  for  the  fostering  of  incipient  manufactures 
by  a  system  of  protecting  duties. 

Mr.  King  was  placed  on  two  of  the  most  important  stand- 
ing committees  in  the  Senate,  that  which  related  to  foreign 
affairs  and  that  which  had  in  charge  the  finances  and 
the  establishment  of  an  uniform  national  currency — for 
the  consideration  of  which  matters  his  previous  experience 
and  preparation  eminently  qualified  him.  Some  of  the  cor- 
respondence in  the  5th  volume  of  this  work  will  have  shown 
the  course  he  pursued  and  the  views  he  held  on  these  and 
other  current  questions.  The  war  being  over,  he  labored 
earnestly  to  provide  for  the  future  prosperity  of  the  country 
by  so  modifying  proposed  legislation,  for  he  was  in  a  small 
minority,  that  its  undoubted  resources  might  be  developed, 
and  its  increased  importance  as  a  nation,  might  be  taken 
advantage  of  in  dealing  with  others. 

At  an  early  stage  of  the  proceedings  of  the  14th  Congress 
a  question  arose  relative  to  the  effect  of  certain  provisions  of 
the  Convention  with  Great  Britain.  The  Senate  had  by  an 
unanimous  vote  declared  that  all  laws  in  opposition  to  that 
Treaty,  should  be  held  as  void,  upon  the  principle  that, 
upon  the  exchange  of  ratifications,  all  commercial  regulations 
incompatible  with    it   were    repealed    by   it.     The    Senate 
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believed  that  a  bill  declaratory  of  the  fact  was  unnecessary, 
but  might  remove  all  doubts  and  difBculties.  The  House  of 
Representatives,  however,  returned  another  bill  claiming  that 
the  Treaty  did  not  abrogate  the  law  previously  existing,  but 
that  a  law  to  repeal  those  regulations  must  be  passed,  be- 
fore the  Treaty  was  complete.  This  involved  the  constitu- 
tional question  as  to  the  Treaty-making  power,  and  the 
Senate  having  refused  to  accept  this  construction  a  Com- 
mittee of  Conference  between  the  two  Houses  was  agreed 
upon,  of  which  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  Mr.  King  was  ap- 
pointed chairman,  with  Messrs  Barbour  &  Bibb  as  colleagues. 
On  the  27th  of  February,*  this  Committee  reported  through 
Mr.  King  the  conclusions,  upon  which  agreement  had  been 
reached.  While  both  Houses  admitted  that  some  Treaties 
may,  and  some  others  may  not,  require  legislative  provisions 
to  secure  their  execution,  this  was  not  one  of  the  latter  as 
contended  for  by  the  House,  but  that  it  was  "conclusive 
and  by  its  own  authority  suspends  or  removes  antecedent 
laws  that  are  contrary  to  its  provisions,"  and  that  a  declara- 
tory law  was  merely  expedient,  "  adding  nothing  to  the 
efficacy  of  the  treaty,  and  serving  only  to  remove  doubts 
whenever  they  exist."  The  House  accepted  this  decision 
of  the  Committee  and  the  bill  was  passed  with  modifications 
of  its  details  which  had  been  agreed  upon. 

There  were  many  other  interesting  subjects  brought  be- 
fore this  Congress,  in  which  Mr.  King,  either  as  a  member 
of  a  committee,  or  deeming  it  his  duty  to  discuss  them,  has 
made  a  record  of  the  opinions  he  held.  One  of  these  was  a 
resolution  proposed  by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Sanford  of  New 
York,  on  March  7th  to  amend  the  Constitution,  to  make 
judges  removable  from  ofifice  by  the  President  and  both 
Houses  of  Congress  by  the  concurring  vote  of  two  thirds 
of  the  latter. 

"  In  the  conversation  (on  March  i8th)  respecting  the  mode  of 
disposing  of  this  business,  some  general  remarks  were  made,  of  a 
decided  character,  by  Mr.  King,  against  the  object  of  the  resolve, 
*  Annals  of  Congress,  1S15-16,  p.  160. 
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on  the  ground  of  its  proposing  to  invade  the  independence  of 
the  Judiciary,  so  all-important  and  sacred  a  part  of  our  Constitu- 
tion, that  the  Legislature  ought  not  even  to  propose  to  disturb  it. 
Mr.  Roberts  &  Mr.  Sanford  in  reply  took  ground  against  Mr. 
King's  doctrine,  which  they  argued  placed  the  judges  on  an 
eminence  more  exalted  than  was  consistent  with  the  genius  of  our 
Government,  or  the  extent  of  our  Constitution,  &c.,     .     .     .  "  * 

It  does  not  appear  that  at  this  time  any  farther  discussion 
on  this  subject  took  place. 

Under  instructions  from  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
Mr.  Varnum  introduced  a  resolution  to  propose  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution,  for  the  choosing  of  Representatives 
in  Congress  and  appointing  electors  of  the  President  and 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States  by  districts  into  which 
each  State  should  be  divided. 

These  suggestions  were  discussed  and  there  was  a  general 
agreement  that  the  then  existing  law  would  authorize  Con- 
gress to  choose  Representatives  in  the  manner  proposed. 

Mr.  Kingt  said  that,  so  far  as  regarded  the  manner  and  time 
of  choosing  Representatives  and  Senators  to  Congress,  a  majority 
of  the  Congress  may  by  law  now  establish  the  very  manner  of 
choosing  Representatives,  which  was  now  proposed  to  be  erected 
into  a  constitutional  rule.  It  seemed  to  him,  therefore,  unneces- 
sary to  alter  the  Constitution  by  imposing  a  rule,  when,  accord- 
ing to  the  Constitution,  a  competent  power  can  now  make  the 
same  regulation  by  law.  Not  so  with  the  part  of  the  amendment 
before  the  Senate,  which  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bar- 
bour) proposed  to  strike  out.  The  States  may  now  severally 
direct  the  manner  of  choosing  their  own  Electors  ;  it  is  proposed 
that  the  manner  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Constitution.  That, 
Mr.  K.  thought,  would  be  an  important  change,  and  the  only 
change  suggested  in  the  Constitution  which  he  deemed  an  im- 
provement. He  thought  he  might  venture  to  say,  that  if  there 
was  any  part  of  the  Constitution  deemed  by  its  framers  and  advo- 
cates to  be  better  secured  than  any  other  against  the  enterprises 

*  Annals  of  Congress,  1S15-16,  p.  208. 
f  Annals  of  Congress,  1815-16,  p.  215. 
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which  have  since  occurred,  it  was  the  very  provision  on  the  sub- 
ject of  elections  to  the  Presidency.  The  idea  was,  that  the  action 
of  that  particular  agency,  that  has  since  controlled  it,  was  as  much 
displaced  by  the  constitutional  plan  of  election  of  President  and 
Vice-President  as  could  possibly  be  desired.  The  opinion  had 
been  that  all  undue  agency  or  influence  was  entirely  guarded 
against  ;  that  the  men  selected  by  the  people  from  their  own 
body  would  give  their  votes  in  such  a  manner  as  that  no  oppor- 
tunity would  be  afforded  for  a  combination  to  change  the  free- 
dom and  popular  character  which  naturally  belonged  to  the 
electoral  bodies.  Such  had  been  the  idea  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution.  We  all  know,  said  he,  the  course 
which  this  thing  had  taken.  The  election  of  a  President  of  the 
United  States  is  no  longer  that  process  which  the  Constitution 
contemplated.  In  conformity  with  the  original  view  of  the  au- 
thors of  that  instrument,  I  would  restore,  as  thoroughly  as  possi- 
ble, the  freedom  of  election  to  the  people  :  I  would  make  the 
mode  of  election  uniform  through  the  country,  by  throwing  the 
whole  nation  into  as  many  districts  as  there  are  Electors,  and  let 
the  people  of  each  district  choose  one  Elector.  One  idea  on  this 
subject,  he  thought  worth  more  than  all  the  arguments  against 
this  course  ;  that  then  all  the  people  of  the  country  would  stand 
precisely  on  the  same  footing  ;  and  no  particular  addresses  could 
be  made  to  the  special  interests  and  particular  views  of  particular 
men,  or  particular  sections  of  the  country.  The  course  now  pur- 
sued in  this  respect,  Mr.  King  said,  was  not  entitled  to  that  high 
distinction.  On  the  contrary,  those  who  reflected  on  it  could  not 
help  seeing  that  our  progress  in  Government  was  not  for  the  bet- 
ter ;  that  it  was  not  likely  hereafter  to  be  in  favor  of  popular 
rights.  It  was  with  the  people  the  Constitution  meant  to  place 
the  election  of  the  Chief  Magistrate,  that  being  the  source  least 
liable  to  be  corrupt.  But  if,  under  the  name  of  the  liberty  of  the 
people,  said  Mr.  K.,  we  put  this  power  into  other  hands,  with 
different  interests,  we  place  it  in  a  situation  in  which  the  rights 
of  the  people  are  violated.  In  this  point  of  view,  he  said,  this  par- 
ticular clause  of  the  proposed  amendments  of  the  Constitution 
was  of  great  value.  Let  the  question  of  the  mode  of  election  of 
Senators  and  Representatives  rest  where  it  is  ;  if  Congress  choose 
to  interpose,  let  them.     The  other  part  of  the  proposition  was  in 
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favor  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  of  the  freedom  of  the  country  ; 
for  with  regard  to  these  riglits  and  freedom,  no  man  could  name 
a  matter  so  important  as  the  choice  of  the  President  of  the  nation. 
It  is  an  infirmity  of  our  nature  that  we  look  for  chiefs  and  rulers, 
either  for  their  superior  virtue,  or  their  supposed  subserviency  to 
the  views  of  those  in  subordinate  situations.  It  was  against  the 
evil  of  the  latter  principle  Mr.  K.  desired  to  guard.  The  liberties 
of  the  people,  repeated  he,  of  which  we  speak  much,  are  more 
affected  by  the  choice  of  the  President,  than  by  any  other  ordi- 
nary political  act.  In  this  point  they  are  vulnerable  ;  here  ought 
the  rights  of  the  people  and  of  the  States  to  be  guarded.  Our 
existence  and  the  passions  of  the  present  day  are  ephemeral  ; 
public  liberty  should  be  immortal.  Considering  that  this  body 
should  be  to  the  people  and  States  not  only  the  safe  guardians  of 
their  rights  but  the  protectors  of  their  liberty,  he  hoped  they 
would  adopt  a  provision  he  considered  so  nearly  connected  with 
the  perpetuation  of  both." 

Mr.  Lacock  having  moved  that  instead  of  the  original 
resolutions,  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  proposing  an  amendment  of  the  Constitution 
for  the  election  of  President  &  Vice  President  by  the 
electors  of  each  State  quaHfied  to  vote  for  the  most  numer- 
ous branch  of  the  State  Legislatures,  Mr.  King,  "^  among 
others,  addressed  the  Senate.     He  said  : 

"  All  experience  had  shown  that  the  people  of  any  country  were 
most  competent  to  a  correct  designation  of  their  first  magistrate. 
So  far  as  history  affords  us  light,  it  leads  to  this  point ;  that  in 
time  of  difficulty  and  peril  to  a  nation,  when  it  is  in  utmost  need 
of  superior  talent  for  its  high  stations,  no  tribunal  is  more  com- 
petent to  discern  and  select  it  than  the  people.  Intrigue,  turbu- 
lence and  corruption  may  have  some  sway  in  quiet  times,  when 
all  is  tranquillity  in  regard  to  the  general  situation  of  the  coun- 
try ;  but  when  the  Ship  of  State  is  in  peril  and  in  danger,  turbu- 
lence ceases,  and  the  best  men  are  by  instinctive  power  fixed  on 
by  the  people  for  their  governors.  That  has  been  wonderfully 
illustrated  by  history  ;  and  the  best  designations  of  magistrates 

*  Annals  of  Congress,  1815-16,  p.  223. 
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have  been  produced  in  this  way.  My  sober  view  is,  said  Mr.  K., 
that,  as  to  the  election  of  Chief  Magistrate  of  this  nation,  nobody 
is  so  competent  as  the  great  body  of  freemen  to  make  a  proper 
selection.  Whether  their  first  impression  should  be  taken,  as 
now  suggested  by  Mr.  Lacock,  was  a  question  of  great  import- 
ance. There  would  be  great  difficulty  in  making  the  returns  of 
the  votes  ;  those  who  collected  and  compared  the  votes  might 
defeat  the  choice  of  the  people,  &c.  Not  that  these  objections 
were  insuperable.  He  was  persuaded  that  the  course  of  things 
under  the  present  mode  of  choosing  a  President  was  in  its  nature 
pernicious,  and  that  it  had  a  tendency  to  prevent  the  object  in- 
tended by  the  Constitution,  of  a  pure  elective  majority.  Men 
now  live  who  will  probably  see  the  end  of  our  system  of  govern- 
ment ;  terminate  when  it  will,  that  termination  will  not  be  favor- 
able to  public  liberty.  For  five  years  past  he  had  seen  a  charac- 
ter developing  itself,  the  predominance  of  which  he  feared.  Not 
a  people  on  earth  were  more  capable  of  high  excitement  than  this 
people.  During  the  excitement  of  the  passion  to  which  he  re- 
ferred, if  a  contested  election  occurs,  the  gownsmen  must  stand 
aside  ;  another  character  supersedes  them  ;  and  there  can  be 
little  difficulty  in  judging  what  will  be  the  result.  The  march 
from  military  rule  to  despotism  is  certain,  invariable.  Those  who 
think  they  see  the  probable  tendency  of  our  present  system 
should  interpose  something  remedial.  The  people  in  this  partic- 
ular are  the  best  keepers  of  their  own  rights  ;  and  any  device  to 
remove  that  power  from  them  weakens  the  security  of  it.  He 
was  anxious  that  the  Senate  should  come  to  this  question  without 
the  feelings  of  party  ;  it  was  one  involving  all  their  interests  and 
those  of  their  families  and  descendants.  He  knew  that  this 
proposition,  if  agreed  to,  would  break  down  the  power  of  the 
great  States.  He  had  no  objection,  if  in  curtailing  their  power, 
the  same  measure  regulated  the  rights  of  the  whole  nation 
equally.  He  was  willing  to  let  the  election  for  the  Presidency 
rest  wholly  on  the  people." 

The  farther  consideration  of  the  matter,  after  some  nega- 
tive votes  on  amendments,  was  postponed. 

The  House  of  Representatives  sent  to  the  Senate  a  bill 
passed  by  it  to  incorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Bank  of 
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the  United  States,  which  led  to  an  earnest  debate  prolonged 
over  many  days.  Many  amendments  were  made,  among 
others  one  offered  and  strongly  advocated  by  Mr.  Mason, 
of  New  Hampshire,  to  increase  the  amount  of  specie  to  be 
paid  at  the  time  of  subscription  to  ten  per  cent,  instead  of 
five  as  proposed — making  it  $2,800,000  instead  of  $1,400,000. 

"Mr.  King*  supported  this  motion.  Before  he  proceeded  to 
make  any  remarks  on  the  motion,  he  touched  upon  a  question 
preliminary  in  its  character  and  which  he  regarded  as  of  great  im- 
portance, inasmuch  as  it  superseded  all  detail,  and,  if  decided 
affirmatively,  rendered  it  utterly  useless  to  discuss  the  details  of 
the  bill.  Adverting  to  the  discussion  which  had  taken  place  in 
this  House  on  late  occasions  in  regard  to  public  opinion,  public 
opinion  well  defined  and  understood,  the  well  considered  judg- 
ment of  the  majority  of  the  nation,  no  one  doubted  was  entitled 
to  profound  respect  from  this  House.  Public  opinion  was  not  so 
embodied,  not  cast  into  such  a  shape,  that  much  confidence  could 
be  placed  in  that  argument  on  the  subject  of  the  establishment  of 
a  National  Bank.  Yet  public  opinion  does  exist ;  and  where  it  is 
relative  to  constitutional  questions  of  great  municipal  law,  it  may 
be  relied  on  as  authority.  The  legislative  power  of  the  nation 
was  placed  in  two  separate  branches  ;  public  opinion  in  favor  of 
this  distribution  of  it  was  so  general  and  strong  that  no  educated 
man  in  the  nation  could  doubt  it.  It  was,  therefore,  not  only  a 
provision  of  the  Constitution,  but  unquestionably  the  decision  of 
public  opinion,  that,  upon  any  measure  fit  to  be  made  a  law,  the 
discussion  on  all  its  provisions  ought  to  be  subjected  to  sepa- 
rate examination  in  the  separate  branches  of  the  Legislature,  and 
that  the  decision  of  one  branch  should  not  operate  to  preclude  a 
re-examination  by  the  other  ;  that  each  branch  of  the  Legislature 
should  deliberate  on  any  measure  Avhich  has  passed  the  other 
branch  with  the  same  freedom  as  if  the  bill  had  originated  in  that 
House. 

"  The  subject  now  under  consideration  was  a  most  important 

measure,  and  had  passed  the  other  branch  of  the   Legislature. 

Those  very  considerations,  rather  than  forbidding,  demanded  a 

peculiar  and  circumspect  examination  of  the  bill  in  this  branch  of 

*  Atinals  of  Congress,  1815-16,  p.  237. 
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the  Legislature.  It  may,  for  example,  have  fortuitously  passed 
the  other  House.  Care  ought  to  be  taken  that  it  do  not  in  like 
manner  fortuitously  pass  the  Senate.  The  smallness  of  the  ma- 
jority in  the  other  House,  the  possibility  of  its  varying,  &c.,  in- 
stead of  being  reasons  for  hurrying  over  this  bill,  were  reasons 
why  it  should  be  examined  more  freely.  If  this  reasoning  were 
not  true,  the  Constitution  and  public  opinion  were  equally 
wrong  ;  the  Legislature  should  consist  of  but  one  branch.  He 
was  not,  therefore,  permitted  to  doubt  that  the  Senate,  disregard- 
ing the  suggestion,  that  possibly  the  bill  might  fail  on  being  again 
brought  before  the  other  House  by  amendments  from  this  House, 
would  decide  according  to  the  obligations  of  their  station  here, 
and  with  an  unbiassed  regard  to  their  fitness  of  such  amendments 
as  should  be  proposed  ;  leaving  the  responsibility  for  the  conse- 
quences of  their  duty  where,  by  the  Constitution,  it  ought  to  rest. 
These  suggestions  flowed  from  an  apprehension,  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  K.,  that,  although  the  question  was  surrounded  with  difficul- 
ties, the  Senate  would  be  urged  to  pass  the  bill  without  amend- 
ments, but  on  its  return  to  the  House,  if  the  Senate  did  its  duty 
by  amending  it,  the  bill  would  fail. 

"  Mr.  K.  then  turned  his  attention  to  the  bill,  which,  he  said,  was 
imperfect  in  its  provisions  in  the  view  which  any  gentleman  might 
take  of  it,  as  could  be  easily  shown.  The  particular  proposi- 
tion now  before  the  Senate  though  important,  was  not  so  much 
so  as  the  other  points  in  the  bill.  But  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  (Mr.  Mason)  had  conclusively  shown  that  one  and  a 
half  millions  was  the  greatest  extent  to  which,  as  it  now  stood, 
the  bank  could  safely  issue  on  a  specie  system.  Illustrating  his 
view  of  the  subject  by  a  detailed  statement  of  the  process,  he  said, 
that  the  first  discounts  of  the  bank  being  necessarily  to  those 
most  pressed  by  the  State  banks,  the  proceeds  of  the  discounts 
would  immediately  find  their  way  into  the  vaults  of  the  State 
banks,  &c.  Under  this  view  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  would 
be  a  sum  entirely  too  small  wherewith  to  enter  into  competition 
with  the  existing  banks.  If  the  issue  of  the  bank  exceeded  the 
specie  paid  in,  the  first  process  would  be,  immediately  to  transfer 
the  specie  from  the  general  bank  to  the  local  banks  ;  if  the  bank 
confined  its  discounts  within  that  sum,  its  agency  would  be  very 
limited  indeed,  &c. 
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"  Connected  with  this  subject  was  another  idea,  which  perhaps 
it  would  be  premature  now  to  enlarge  on  ;  which  was,  that  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this  bill,  as  he  understood  them,  the 
bank  need  not,  may  not,  will  not,  be  a  specie  paying  bank  ;  the 
very  circumstances  already  suggested  would  compel  the  bank  to 
become  a  paper  bank,  to  issue  a  paper  that  will  not  command 
specie.  This,  then,  should  be  an  additional  motive  to  the  Senate 
to  increase  the  amount  of  the  specie  payment,  that  the  bank  may 
be  enabled  to  avoid  such  a  state  of  its  affairs  as  would  compel  it 
to  become  a  paper  bank,  &c.  He  hoped  the  Senate  would  agree 
to  the  amendment." 

This  amendment  was  rejected  and  so  were  many  others 
considered  important  by  those  who  acted  with  Mr.  King; 
but  after  several  days,  the  bill  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  22  to 
12,  Mr.  King  in  the  negative.  It  was  returned  to  the  House, 
"with  a  few  unimportant  amendments,"  and  these  being  ac- 
cepted the  bill  passed  and  was  approved  by  the  President, 
thus  becoming  a  law  on  April  loth. 

The  President  sent  to  Congress  on  February  13th,  a  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  a  general  tariff, 
a  copy  of  which  was  forwarded  by  Mr.  King  to  Gouverneur 
Morris.  On  March  ist,  the  latter  acknowledged  its  receipt 
in  a  letter  commenting,  at  the  same  time,  upon  it,  saying 
"  some  changes  of  the  present  duties  were  for  the  better  and 
some  for  the  worse  "  ;  among  the  latter,  the  placing  higher 
duties  on  established  manufactures,  as  proposed,  he  thought 
would  have  the  effect  of  diminishing  the  revenue ;  for  his 
belief  was  that, 

"  if  the  duties  were  lowered,  so  as  to  produce  foreign  competi- 
tion, our  mechanics  would  do  more  and  better  work  to  their  own 
advantage  and  that  of  the  community.  .  .  .  Our  system  is  in 
my  opinion  vicious,  and  the  Secretary's  Tariff  will  make  it  worse. 
The  present  rates  are  so  high  that  if  they  be  not  lowered,  many 
articles  will  be  fraudulently  introduced.  .  .  .  It  is  the  duty 
of  us  all  to  oppose  what  is  wrong  in  any  system,  and  they  will  be 
sadly  duped,  who  impose  pernicious  taxes  to  please  men  in  power. 
Let  those,  whose  duty  it  is,  propose  proper  taxes,  and  if  they  do 
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not,  let  those  whose  duty  it  is  protect  their  constituents  against 
injury  and  oppression.  If  those,  who  manage  our  finances,  pre- 
sent an  absurd  system,  a  thing  which  though  possible  is  not  to  be 
presumed,  wise  men  who  vote  for  it  could  hardly  excuse  them- 
selves to  themselves,  much  less  to  others,  by  saying  we  argeed  to 
what  was  absurd,  because  nothing  else  was  offered." 


R.  King  to  G.  Morris. 

Washington,  Mar.  9,  1816. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  yesterday  reed,  your  letter  of  the  ist  instant,  and  thank  you  for 
the  observations  which  you  have  taken  the  trouble  to  make  on 
the  proposed  Tariff.  My  own  opinion  in  this  respect  agrees  with 
yours  and  especally  concerning  what  is  called  the  protecting  du- 
ties. The  Tariff  meets  with  opposition,  and  like  every  measure 
coming  from  the  same  quarter  is  examined  with  distrust. 

The  Project  of  a  permanent  land  Tax  is  abandoned,  at  least  so 
I  regard  it.  I  have  supposed  that  a  moderate  land  Tax,  combined 
with  other  internal  Duties  and  the  Duties  of  Impost,  is  necessary 
to  the  establishment  of  an  equal  and  solid  system  of  Finance.  In 
this  conviction  I  have  been  willing  to  concur  in  such  a  system  ; 
but  in  the  course  of  the  discussion  that  has  taken  place,  I  have 
become  persuaded,  nay  convinced,  that  the  slave  holding  States 
dislike  the  land  Tax  ;  and  that  the  Western  States,  who  will  evade 
the  payment  of  every  other  Tax,  do  not  intend  to  continue  its 
collection.  As  soon  as  this  opinion  became  established,  I  deter- 
mined on  resisting  the  land  Tax  for  the  current  year.  We  did  so, 
but  it  is  passed  with  the  certainty  as  I  conceive  that  it  will  not 
be  renewed. 

So  much  for  this  subject  ;  I  will  add  a  word  or  two  on  another 
and  important  one.  My  nomination  at  Albany,  as  you  will  have 
believed,  was  a  surprise  to  me.  My  mind  felt  no  doubt  of  the 
decision  I  should  make,  when  I  first  heard  of  the  measure.  But 
delay  and  the  occurrences  belonging  to  it,  have  brought  me  to  a 
different  conclusion.  I  have  assented  to  the  nomination — in  do- 
ing so  I  have  yielded  to  the  opinion  of  others  and  without  the 
full  support  of  my  own. 

We  have  here  some  symptoms  of  the  declining  influence  of  Mr. 
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M.  ;  as  he  draws  towards  his  close,  his  authority  diminishes  ;  ex- 
jiectations  are  directed  beyond  his  term.  Thomas  Morris  was 
named  Commissioner  under  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace,  to  ascertain 
the  N.  W.  Angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  &c. 

The  remainder  of  the  letter  is  missing — but  the  cases 
of  Mr.  Morris  and  of  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Naples,  who  were  re- 
jected by  the  Senate,  are  evidently  cited  as  proofs  of  the 
statement. 


R.  King  to  Gen.  Armstrong. 

Washington,  Mar.  7,  1816. 

Sir  : 

On  presenting  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  the  claim  of  the  City  of 
N.  York  for  the  reimbursement  of  money  paid  on  account  of 
damages  to  the  land,  on  which  the  works  for  its  defence  were 
erected  in  1814,  the  Secretary  replies  that  the  amount  cannot  be 
allowed  ;  and,  as  I  understand,  because  the  works  of  defence  were 
neither  directed,  nor  authorized,  by  the  Dept.  of  War. 

I  presume  that  no  record  of  any  instruction  to  General  Swift, 
to  lay  out  and  construct  the  works,  remains  in  the  War  Office  ; 
tho'  the  Certificate  that  accompanies  the  claim  that  the  works 
were  recommended  by  him,  and  laid  out  &  executed  under  his 
directions,  can  leave  little  doubt  of  his  authority. 

As  the  militia  were  lawfully  called  into  service  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  City,  it  would  seem  to  result  from  the  nature  of  the 
authority  of  the  General  commanding  there,  and  of  the  Officer  of 
Engineers,  that  the  authority  to  construct  the  necessary  works,  to 
enable  the  troops  to  protect  the  City,  must  be  considered  as  inci- 
dent to  the  Military  Command.  In  almost  every  case  the  General 
necessarily  possesses  the  power.  But  this  argument  need  not  to 
be  urged  with  you,  who  are  so  much  more  able  to  appreciate  the 
question  correctly. 

My  object  is  to  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  inform  me  whether  your 
recollection  serves  you  so  far  as  to  enable  you  to  state  whether 
Swift  had  any  instructions  on  this  head  ;  and  if  not,  whether  in 
your  opinion  the  works  were  necessary,  &  the  office  of  Swift  au- 
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thorized  him  to  take  the  steps  of  recommending,  laying  out  & 
erecting  the  Defences  that  he  certifies  he  did  do. 
With  great  Respect  &  Consideration 

I  am,  Sir,  yr.  obt.  Serv. 

RuFus  King. 

Private. 

P.  S.  Some  days  past  Wm.  Pinkney  was  nominated  to  the  Senate, 
Envoy  Ext.  &  Min.  Plenipo.  to  Russia,  with  a  special  mission  to 
the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies — the  Senate  approved  the  mission  to 
Russia,  &  called  for  information  touching  the  expediency  of  the 
special  mission  to  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies.  The  information 
sent  was,  to  demand  compensation  for  property  unlawfully  seized 
by  King  Murat's  Govt.,  to  obtain  permission  for  our  ships  of  War 
to  resort  to  the  Sicilian  &  Neapolitan  Ports  &c. 

To  day  the  Senate  negatived  the  mission,  and,  as  I  hear,  Mr.  P. 
says  he  will  not  proceed  to  St.  Petersburgh. 


Gen.  Morgan  Lewis  to  R.  King. 

Staatsburg,  Mar.  13,  1816. 
Sir: 

To  the  queries  proposed  in  your  favor  of  the  7th  inst  I  reply, 
that  in  my  earliest  communications  to  the  War  Department,  on 
assuming  the  command  of  the  third  military  District,  I  urged  the 
necessity  of  works  of  defence  for  the  City  of  New  York,  and  par- 
ticularly of  a  fortified  Camp  on  the  Heights  of  Brooklin.  That 
position  and  Macgowan's  Pass  on  Manhattan  Island,  having  their 
flanks  covered  by  Waters  and  Marshes,  were  selected  as  points  of 
defence  by  our  Military  Commanders  in  the  earlier  stages  of  the 
war  of  the  revolution,  and  by  the  British,  after  their  acquired 
possession  of  the  City.  There  was  equal,  if  not  greater  propriety, 
in  occupying  them  in  the  last  war  ;  especially  the  former,  the 
most  prominent  point  of  which  commands  not  only  the  City,  but 
all  the  fortified  islands  in  the  harbor. 

On  the  second  point,  I  should  presume  there  could  be  no 
doubt,  that  in  the  time  of  war,  and  invasion  threatened,  it  is  com- 
petent to  a  military  Commander  to  order  the  construction  of 


14  RUFUS  KING.  [i8i6 

works  of  defence,  without  waiting  the  orders  of  his  Government. 
But  the  works  in  question  are,  perhaps  unfortunately,  not  in  that 
situation.  They  were  not  authorized,  nor,  in  their  extent,  ap- 
proved by  me.  The  chief  engineer.  General  Swift,  though  fre- 
quently called  on  for  his  plan  of  defence,  never  thought  proper 
to  submit  it  to  me  ;  though  it  appears  from  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  defence,  that  to  them  he  was  much  more  conde- 
scending ;  and  that  he  acted  under  their  directions.  They  held 
the  purse  and  could  do  as  they  pleased. 

My  principal  objection  to  the  works,  judging  by  my  eye,  the 
only  means  I  possessed,  was,  that  they  occupied  far  too  much 
ground  for  the  force  we  could  afford  them  ;  and,  I  had  been 
taught  to  believe  that  redoubts,  except  for  the  protection  of  very 
narrow  passes,  were  a  preferable  defence  to  lines.  I  am  however 
little  of  an  Engineer,  and  it  is  probable  therefore  that  I  am 
incorrect. 

I  have  the  Honor  to  be  most  respectfully. 

Sir,  your  obt.  servt., 

Morgan  Lewis. 


J.  Armstrong  to  R.  King. 

Red  Hook,  14  March,  1816. 
De.ar  Sir  : 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  inst,  by  the  mail  of  today.  I  have 
no  recollection  of  having  authorized  the  expenditures,  to  which 
you  refer,  and  I  take  for  granted,  that  if  Genl.  Swift  could  have 
produced  the  instruction  of  the  War  Dept.,  he  would  have  pre- 
ferred it  to  his  own  certification.  The  office  of  Chief  Engineer 
(that  of  Genl.  Swift)  gives  no  right  to  lay  out,  or  erect,  works  of 
defence,  but  in  obedience  to  orders  received  from  the  War  Dept., 
or  from  the  General,  commanding  the  army,  or  corps,  to  which 
the  Engineer  is  attached.  The  General,  charged  with  the  defence 
of  a  port  or  district,  has  unquestionably  a  right  (unless  expressly 
forbidden)  to  multiply  works  (and  do  all  other  things  necessary 
to  that  object)  and  in  this,  his  discretion  is  his  only  guide.  The 
officers  who  ordered  the  works  in  question  to  be  erected,  no 
doubt  thought  them  necessary.  With  great  respect,  yrs, 

J.  Armstrong. 
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G.  Morris  to  R.  King. 

MORRISANIA,  March  15,  1816. 

Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  received  yours  of  the  ninth   and  am  pleased  to  learn 
that  you  stand  a  Candidate  for  the  Government.*     .     .     . 

I  am  also  glad  that  Circumstances  enabled  you,  consistently 
with  your  Sense  of  Right,  to  vote  against  the  direct  Tax.     If  I 
mistake  not,  I  took  the  Liberty  of  expressing  to  you,  last  session 
my  Conviction  that  our  Sister  States  of  the  South  and  West  would 
neither  continue  nor  pay  it.     You  must  not  expect  to  draw  money 
from  Planters  by  any  but  indirect  means.     Men  out  of  the  Line 
of  Commerce  have  no  money.     If  therefore  you  wish  to  collect 
Cash  in  the  West  you  must  first  send  and  spend  it  there.     Then 
indeed  you  may  draw  back  a  small  Portion  of  your  Expenditure. 
The  only  way  in  which  that  Country  can  be  turned  to  good  ac- 
count is  by  making  the  Canal  from  Lake  Erie  to  Hudson's  River. 
I  was  laughed  at,  a  few  years  ago,  for  my  wild  notions,  (so  they 
,were  called)  on  that  subject.     These  wild  notions  have  since  been 
so  tamed  as  to  become  domestic  Cattle.     Now  that  the  plan  has 
grown  popular  it  finds  Fathers  by  the  dozen.     Nay  its  opposers, 
finding  their  Batteries  have  failed,  are  forced  to  work  by  Sap. 
That  Mr.  Madison's  influence  should  decline  is  to  be  expected. 
Who  is  to  be  the  Successor  ?     It  seems  to  be  acknowledged  that 
no  federal  Character  can  run  with  Success.     Nevertheless  I  be- 
lieve that  if  Howard  of  Maryland  were  started  against  Monroe, 
he  would  stand  a  tolerable  Chance.     The  Democracy  can,  I  be- 
lieve be  heartily  united  by  nothing  but  the  Fear  that  a  Federalist 
of  superior  talents  should  be  chosen.     I  have  at  the  same  time, 
Doubts  whether  our  Friends  in  the  Southern  States  would  warmly 
support  a  Candidate  from  the  North.     Should   James  Ross  of 
Pennsylvania  be  held  up  also  as  Vice  President,  it  would  conduce 
to  the  Union  of  one  Party  and  contribute  to  distract  the  other. 
Howard  has  good  Sense,  Honor,  Courage,  and  Integrity.    Ross  is 
a  man  of  the  highest  order  of  Talents. 

Mr.  T.  Morris  and  Mr.  W.  Pinkney  have  been  rightly  served. 
The  more  of  such  jobs  are  rejected  the  better.  If  you  can  estab- 
lish an  opinion  that  the  setting  Sun  will  soon  lose  its  Lustre  and 

*See  Vol.  v.,  page  526. 
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raise  a  Doubt  as  to  the  rising  Sun,  you  will  go  far  towards  paral- 
izing  your  political  Enemies  in  this  State. 

I  am  as  ever,  yours  truly, 

Gouv.  Morris. 


Wm.  Henderson  to  R.  King. 

New  York,  Mar.  21,  1816. 
Dear  Sir  : 

It  is  reported  here  that  the  Bank  bill  will  pass  the  Senate  with- 
out amendment.  I  think  it  will  depend  into  whose  hand,  the 
management  of  it  falls,  whether  the  institution  produces  good  or 
evil.  The  Amount  of  the  Capital  will  do  no  harm  if  good  men 
have  the  control  of  it.  Our  dry  goods  Merchants  are  beginning 
to  feel  the  effect  of  their  excessive  importations  ;  the  prospect  of 
payment  from  Country  traders  is  very  bad.  Our  ships  are  lying 
at  the  wharves  with  little  chance  of  employment.  It  seems  certain 
the  ensuing  summer  will  show  that  the  revenue  of  last  year  ought 
not  to  be  taken  as  a  ground  for  calculation  as  to  the  amount  that 
will  accrue  in  the  present  one.  I  am  with  respect  and  esteem 
your 

Humb.  Servt. 

Wm.  Henderson, 


A.  Gracie  to  R.  King. 

New  York,  Mar.  28, 1816. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  There  is  much  anxiety  here  to  know  the  fate  of  the 
Bank  bill,  and  some  of  our  friends  would  rather  have  it,  with  all 
its  imperfections  than  lose  it.  Our  Banks  are  reducing  their 
Loans  with  a  view  to  resume  specie  payment  at  no  very  distant 
period,  and  I  fear  they  may  do  some  mischief  without  effecting 
their  purpose  ;  for  under  present  circumstances  I  see  no  immedi- 
ate remedy  for  the  evil  complained  of,  and  until  we  cease  in  a 
great  measure  importing,  the  balances  accumulating  against  us 
abroad  would  drain  the  Country  completely  of  what  specie 
remained  in  it. 

Yours  very  respectfully 

Arch.  Gracie. 
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R.  King  to  Edward  King. 

Washington.  Mar.  28,  1S16. 
My  Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  In  a  former  letter,  I  told  you  that  Circumstances,  occa- 
sioned by  absence  from  home,  brought  me  reluctantly  to  consent 
to  become  a  Candidate  for  the  off.  of  Gov.  I  entertain  little  ex- 
pectation of  being  elected  and  no  personal  desire  to  be  so. 

From  Charles  we  have  nothing  later  than  you  have  seen.  All 
are  well  in  N.  York.  John  has  leased  his  house,*  bought  Capn. 
Motley's  Place,  &  will    remove  to  Jamaica. 

The  Caucus  as  you  will  have  seen  have  named  Mr.  Monroe  to 
be  Presidt.  ;  the  opposition  which  favored  Mr.  Crawford  will 
submit  ;  and  a  Bill  has  passed  the  House,  wh.  is  now  before  the 
Senate  to  erect  two  new  States,  Indiana  &  Mississippi  ;  they  will 
unite  in  supporting  Mr.  Monroe.  We  have  much  discussion  on  a 
Bk.  Bill,  which  will  pass,  I  think.  Excepting  the  magnitude  of 
its  Capital,  and  the  appointment  by  the  Pr.  &  Senate  of  a  fifth  of 
the  Directors,  I  should  assist  in  passing  the  Law  ;  but  especially 
on  the  latter  objection  I  am  opposed  to  it.  The  Patronage  of 
the  Executive  is  already  enough  ;  the  civil  list,  the  army,  the 
navy  &  the  Revenue  officers,  holding  their  places  at  pleasure,  & 
scattered  over  the  face  of  the  country,  are  a  powerful  Executive 
influence,  &  sufficiently  so,  without  creating  5  Directors  of  the 
Bk.  of  the  U.  S.,  who  may  overlook  &  in  some  way  control  the 
private  business  of  every  man  in  the  nation. 

The  Tariff  is  still  before  the  House  ;  a  strong  interest  has  been 
raised  up  in  favor  of  manufactures  ;  moderate  encouragement 
would  be  politic  and  prudent  :  while  too  high  protecting  Duties 
may  impair  the  customs,  diminish  foreign  trade,  and  impose  too 
high  Duties  upon  the  consumers.  As  the  Double  Duties  continue 
till  June  30th,  when  in  case  the  new  Tariff  be  not  adopted,  the 
old  or  single  Duties,  raised  42  per  cent,  are  to  be  levied,  some 
persons  are  disposed  to  postpone  the  Tariff  until  next  Session. 

Mr.  Pinkney  was  named  Min.  Plenipo.  to  Russia  with  a  special 
mission  to  Naples  ;  the  former  was   approved,  the  latter  disap- 
proved, by  the  Senate  ;  but  as  Mr.  Pinkney  is  unwilling  to  go  to 
St.  Petersburgh,  except  by  the  way  of  Naples,  we  are  told  that  the 
*  Corner  Park  Place  and  Church  Street,  N.  Y. 
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President  will  renominate  him  when  it  is  supposed  that  new  light 
will  be  given  to  the  Senate  and  the  special  mission  be  approved. 

Having  voted  ourselves  a  salary  of  1500  Dols  a  year,  our  session 
will  be  closed  by  the  20th  or  25th  of  April. 

Farewell  Rufus  King. 


Memorandum  by  R.  King. 

Ap.  1S16. 

On  the  question  of  thanks  to  Shelby  &  Harrison,  objections 
were  made  to  giving  thanks  to  Harrison,  he  having  petitioned 
Congress  to  enquire  into  his  money  transactions  during  his 
command. 

Gov.  Barbour,  who  urged  Harrison's  claim  to  thanks  intimated 
that  the  disfavor  manifested  to  Harrison,  arose  from  the  manifes- 
tation on  his  part  of  dissatisfaction  by  reason  of  the  conduct  of  a 
Person,  of  whom  he  wd.  not  speak,  more  than  to  say  that  he  had 
sunk  below  the  political  horizon  and  wd.  not  again  appear  to  dis- 
turb or  derange  our  pub.  affairs. 

Mr.  King  said  that  the  allusion  to  Armstrong  was  extraordinary  ; 
that  of  the  particular  affair,  of  advancing  officers  to  a  command 
to  wh.  Harrison  aspired,  he  knew  nothing  ;  but  in  relation  to  the 
chief  affair  that  had  been  glanced  at,  Genl.  Armstrong  ought  not 
to  be  implicated — others  not  he  are  responsible.  Armstong  is  a 
Genn.  of  talents  and  high  character  ;  he  is  not  a  new  man  ;  he  has 
a  family,  has  sons  w'ho  have  fought  yr.  battles,  he  has  friends  and 
connections  of  Consideration,  Authority  and  Reputation,  and 
ought  not  to  be  dishonored  by  these  side  blows. 


Jas.  Monroe  to  Richard   Harrison,   Auditor  of  the 

Treasury. 

Dept.  of  State,  April  5,  1816. 
Sir  : 

The  President  considers  it  proper  that  Mr.  King  should  be  re- 
leased from  the  charge  against  him  on  the  Treasury  books  of  S4895 
j|^  as  money  paid  to  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  during  the 
period  the  former  represented  the  United  States  at  London  ;  and 
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that  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  should  be  charged  with  that 
amount,  provided  the  vouchers  of  Mr.  King  to  establish  the 
payments  to  the  Marquis  be  satisfactory."* 

I  have  the  honor  &c. 

Jas.  Monroe. 


Jos.  Anderson  (Comptroller)  to  R.  King. 

7th  Aug.,  1S16. 

Dear  Sir  : 

Your  letter  of  the  4th  inst.  I  have  just  received,  and  in  reply 
have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that  the  account  against  you 
on  the  public  books,  relative  to  General  la  Fayette  has  been  closed. 

with  high  respect  yr.  obed.  Servt. 

Jos.  Anderson. 

*  This  was  the  claim  made  by  Mr.  King  in  the  settlement  of  his  accounts 
with  the  Government  at  \Yashington  on  his  return  from  his  mission  to  England. 
Mr.  Jefferson  had  refused  to  authorize  this  expenditure  by  Mr.  King  for  the  re- 
lief of  Genl.  la  Fayette  after  his  release  from  the  Austrian  prison,  and  as  it 
would  appear,  the  charge  against  Mr.  King  still  remained.  See  Vol.  iv.,  pp. 
374-383  of  this  work. 
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Wm.  Colei\ian  to  R.  King. 

New  York,  April  21,  1S16. 
De.'VR  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Our  Legislature  have  adjourned.  ...  I  have  some 
hope  that  Tompkins  has  sufificiently  betrayed  himself  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Western  District  in  his  conduct  respecting  the  canal  ; 
but  the  Clinton  interest  will  all  be  thrown  into  the  scale  against 
us.  At  the  same  time  they,  with  Machiavellian  cunning,  wall 
probably  aid  our  assembly  ticket  upon  the  cunning  calculation 
that  a  federal  Council  of  Appointment  would  prepare  the  way  for 
reinstating  Clintonians  in  office,  by  removing  present  incumbents 
which  they  would  not  dare  to  do.  DeWitt  being  chosen  Governor 
next  Spring,  according  to  promise,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned 
by  Tompkins  being  elected  to  the  Vice  Presidency,  will  come  into 

20 
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power  in  due  time  and  federalists,  cleansing  the  stable  the  ensu- 
ing year,  will  make  way  for  the  glorious  state  of  things  which  is 
to  succeed  at  the  subsequent  election  :  a  fine  arrangement.  But 
he  calculates  without  his  host.  I  think  there  is  but  little  doubt 
that  we  shall  carry  our  Assembly  ticket  in  the  City  &  State.  But 
it  is  impossible  to  make  any  thing  like  a  satisfactory  calculation, 
as  by  the  census  almost  completed,  we  shall  have  from  1500  to 
2000  new  comers. 

The  Result  of  the  elections  at  the  Eastward  has  had  (as  re- 
spects our  financial  prospects)  and  will  have  upon  our  elections 
generally  a  bad  effect.  The  federal  party  are  more  animated  and 
active  throughout  the  State  than  I  have  ever  known  them.  There 
is  a  knot  of  Jacobins  at  Albany  among  the  federalists,  formed  of 
New  England  people  (of  which  our  friend  Lovel  is  I  believe  one) 
as  opposed  to  the  Dutchman,  who  have  been  able  to  prevent  the 
nomination  of  the  patroon  as  member  of  Assembly  ;  to  which  he 
had  consented  merely  because  he  thought  it  might  bring  out  more 
Governor  votes  at  the  Election.  It  was  this  factious  view  that 
nominated  Southwick  as  federal  Senator. 

If  we  had  but  another  year  before  our  election,  Beef  &  Butter 
from  Inland  &  taxes,  which  are  only  heard  of  yet,  would  render 
electioneering  on  our  side  unnecessary. 

Affectionately  &  respectfully  yrs 

Wm.  Coleman. 


R.  King  to  Edward  King. 

Washington  May  i,  iSi6. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Congress  adjourned  yesterday,  and  we  intend  setting  out  for 
home  tomorrow.  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gore  are  going  to  the  Warm  Springs 
in  Virginia  in  hopes  that  the  use  of  the  water  will  serve  to  restore 
his  knee  joint,  which  has  become  weak  by  Rheumatism.  We  in- 
tend accompanying  them  as  far  as  Harper's  Ferry  on  the  Poto- 
mac, where  we  shall  separate,  they  going  on  to  Winchester,  and 
we  taking  the  Road  to  Hagerstown,  with  the  purpose  of  proceed- 
ing by  Carlisle,  Harrisburgh,  Reading  &  Easton.  We  do  not  ex- 
pect to  reach  home  before  the  middle  of  the  month. 

The  Tariff  which  Congress  have  passed,  is  an  important  meas- 
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ure ;  its  j)rovisions  calculated  to  jnolcct  the  manufactures  of 
wool  &  Cotton  have  been  matter  of  considerable  division  among 
our  political  I^xonomists.  I  have  concurred  with  those  who  ap- 
proved of  this  system,  tho'  I  am  inclined  to  apprehend  that  the 
navigation  and  foreign  Trade  will  be  somewhat  impaired  by  it. 
The  System  must  be  favorable  to  the  Western  States  which  will 
hereafter  become  extensive  Manufacturers,  especially  of  wool. 
Some,  indeed  many  other,  Measures  of  the  Session  have  been  im- 
politic. The  profusion  of  grants  of  money,  and  provisions  under 
which  very  extensive  demands  will  be  made  on  the  Treasury,  have 
been  more  extensive  than  during  any  former  Session.  The  Salary 
Bill  of  1500  Dolls  is  imprudent,  and  will  create  much  popular 
displeasure.  It  would  have  been  more  correct,  if  the  per  diem 
allowance  had  been  increased.  On  the  subject  of  the  Currency 
much  solicitude  exists  throughout  the  Country.  The  Banks  have 
been  going  on,  as  tho'  the  day  of  reckoning  would  never  come  ; 
their  paper  in  different  places  is  considerably  depreciated,  and  a 
strong  desire  is  pretty  general,  that  something  should  be  done  to 
oblige  the  B'ks  to  curtail  their  business  &  to  diminish  their  paper 
in  circulation.  The  Incorporation  of  the  B'k  of  the  U.  States  it 
was  hoped,  would  aid  the  return  to  Specie  Payments,  and  Con- 
gress have  directed  the  Sec'y  of  the  Treasury  to  take  means  to- 
wards the  accomplishment  of  this  end  ;  and  moreover  resolved 
that,  after  a  day  in  February,  the  Taxes  shall  be  receivable  only 
in  lawful  money,  &c.  All  this  is  paper  ;  I  have  no  belief  that  so 
long  as  the  B'k  of  Eng.  does  not  pay  specie  (and  by  a  new  Law 
the  suspension  is  continued  till  July,  1817)  and  the  balance  of  our 
foreign  trade  continues  so  heavily  against  us,  that  this  Country 
can  resume  Specie  Payments.  The  trade  of  the  Country  is  car- 
ried on  to  a  greater  extent  than  is  commonly  supposed  by  money 
borrowed  of  B'ks  :  very  great  importations  of  foreign  goods  have 
been  made  since  the  War,  and  notwithstanding  our  Cotton,  To- 
bacco, &c  have  borne  high  prices,  a  great  balance  remains  to  be 
paid,  &  double  Duties  to  Govt,  are  also  falling  due.  Thus,  while 
the  Traders  want  money  for  these  purposes,  the  B'ks  are  not  only 
declining  to  make  new  loans,  but  in  some  States,  calling  on  their 
Debtors  to  pay  a  portion  of  their  old  ones.  The  late  Resolves  of 
Congress  will  tend  to  stimulate  the  B'ks  to  persist  in  this  course. 
The  consequence  will  be  great  distress  from  the  scarcity  of  money  ; 
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failures  among  those  of  the  narrowest  means  in  the  first  instance  ; 
these  will  be  followed  by  the  like  failures  among  their  superiors, 
and  a  great  defalcation  in  the  revenue. 

"  Facilis  descensus  Averni,  sed  revocare  gradum,  hie  labor,  hoc 
opus  est."  How  &  when  we  are  to  get  out  of  the  difficulty,  I 
know  not,  but  am  pretty  sure,  we  shall  not  do  so  before  February 
next,  nor  by  the  process  that  is  in  operation. 

Yrs.  Affectionately 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Elizabethtown,  14  May,  1816. 

.  .  .  After  Mrs.  King  went  up  stairs  last  Evening,  Gilmour 
the  Trader  returning  from  the  West  with  Cash  and  Horses,  came 
into  my  room.  I  invited  him  to  sit  down,  which  he  did  ;  made 
enquiries  respecting  the  expedition  in  which  he  had  been  engaged, 
the  mode  in  which  he  carried  on  the  trade,  the  condition  of  the 
Countries  that  he  had  visited,  the  supply  of  goods  that  existed  in 
the  Western  Country  and  the  quantity  of  Specie  which  was  to  be 
found  there.  On  all  these  subjects  beseemed  to  be  well  informed 
and  spoke  with  confidence. 

He  said  that  he  and  his  Brother  purchased  goods  to  the  amount 
of  20  m  Dollars  in  N.  Y.,  and  set  off  with  them  in  Sept.  last  to 
Phila.  &  thence  to  Pittsburgh.  On  their  arrival  at  which  place, 
they  found  the  town  most  abundantly  supplied  and  the  sellers 
much  more  numerous  than  the  buyers  ;  the  place  a  comfortless, 
dirty,  smoky,  industrious,  manufacturing  and  commercial  Station. 
They  moved  on  to  Cincinnati,  hoping  to  find  there  a  market  ; 
but  this  town  was  fuller  of  goods  than  Pittsburgh  ;  in  addition  to 
the  old  and  established  traders,  and  foreigners  who  had  recently 
arrived,  a  score  or  more  of  the  inhabitants,  who  had  gained  from 
I  to  2  or  3  thousand  dollars  by  contracts  and  other  means  dur- 
ing the  war,  had  resolved  on  becoming  merchants  and  proceed- 
ing to  Phil  &  Bait,  had  obtained  credit  for  large  supplies  of  goods. 
As  the  Western  Traders  have  been  heretofore  safe  customers,  a 
little  money  down  and  a  slight  recommendation  were  sufficient  to 
enable  them  to  obtain  credit  to  any  time. 

Hence  the  town  of  Cincinnati  was  full  of  goods,  and  our  new 
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comers  saw  no  prospect  of  turning  a  penny  unless  they  could 
devise  some  manner  of  sale,,  tliat  from  its  novelty  would  bring 
them  customers.  One  of  the  Brothers  had  been  employed  as  a 
Salesman  by  an  Auctioneer  ;  he  therefore  i)roposed  to  open  an 
auction  at  Cincinnati  to  sell  off  his  Cargo  of  goods.  There  had 
been  auctions  there  as  elsewhere,  but  not  an  auction  of  positive 
sales  :  if  the  goods  did  not  obtain  satisfactory  bidders,  they  were 
bought  in,  as  the  phrase  is,  on  acct.  of  the  Proprietor.  Our 
adventurers  resolved  to  proceed  on  a  different  plan  and  to  make 
the  sale  absolute  to  the  highest  bidder  without  bidding  on  their 
own  acct.  They  began,  after  taking  out  a  License  under  the  U.  S., 
by  offering  single  and  shewy  and  commonly  cheap  articles  : 
sold  the  first  day  several  hundred  dollars  worth,  and  a  consider- 
able portion  of  the  articles  below  their  value.  These  sales  were 
published  to  take  place  3  times  a  week.  At  their  next  sale,  the 
customers  were  more  numerous  :  the  novelty,  the  idea  of  cheap- 
ness and  a  bargain,  brought  great  numbers  from  the  country 
into  the  town  ;  the  second  day's  sale  was  more  considerable 
than  the  first,  tho'  not  a  few  articles  were  sold  for  less  than  their 
worth  ;  in  this  way  they  proceeded  until  they  had  sold  ^  of  their 
goods  ;  meanwhile  their  rivals,  the  shopkeepers,  were  without 
customers,  everybody  preferring  to  buy  at  auction,  where  now  & 
then  great  bargains  were  made. 

Complaint  was  made  by  the  resident  traders  to  the  Corporation, 
and  a  petition  offered  that  it  would  prohibit  these  pub.  sales. 
Two  days  were  spent  in  debate,  when  the  Corporation  decided, 
that  the  Auctioneers,  having  obtained  a  U.  S.  License,  could  not 
be  restrained.  The  complaint  was  renevVed  in  another  form  ; 
the  auction  had  been  in  the  streets — this  it  was  alleged  was  a 
nuisance,  as  the  crowd  obstructed  the  highway  :  the  Corporation 
therefore  forbid  any  further  sale  in  the  streets.  Our  adventurers 
recommenced  their  sales  inside  their  store,  standing  at  an  open 
window,  and  the  attendants  standing  outside  and  in  the  streets. 
This  answered  equally  well  as  their  former  mode,  and,  as  their 
fame  &  their  customers  daily  increased  and  their  rivals  could  not 
impede  their  proceedings,  they  soon  sold  off  the  greater  part  of 
their  goods  ;  carrying  on  at  the  same  time  the  conversion  of  their 
Bk.  paper,  reed,  for  their  goods,  into  specie,  which  they  were 
enabled  to  do  by  a  small  premium.     Their  dexterity  and  success 
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induced  several  of  the  resident  traders,  to  send  in  their  goods 
also  to  be  sold,  which  was  done  for  a  small  commission — a  busi- 
ness in  which  one  of  our  Long-Island  traders  remains  in  Cincin- 
nati to  carry  on  ;  the  other  being  my  fellow  traveller,  proceeded 
with  a  portion  of  his  own  goods  united  with  some  goods  to  make 
up  an  assortment,  belonging  to  a  Cincinnati  trader,  to  Lexington 
Kentucky,  there  to  carry  on  the  auction  business  and  money 
changing  which  had  been  so  successfully  prosecuted  in  Cincin- 
nati ;  as  he  only  spoke  of  the  glut  of  Eng.  goods  at  Lexington 
and  nothing  of  his  success  in  selling  by  auction,  perhaps  the  busi- 
ness there  did  not  succeed  as  it  had  done  in  Cincinnati. 

He  returns,  as  I  have  mentioned,  with  his  specie.  .  .  .  He 
expresses  his  admiration  of  the  Western  Country,  not  only  on  ac- 
count of  its  climate  &  fertility,  but  in  respect  to  the  Houses, 
Towns,  Furniture,  Horses,  Carriages  and  other  appearances  of 
wealth,  which  he  had  not  expected  to  see.  But  he  observes  that 
the  rapid  acquisition  of  money  during  the  war,  has  created  habits 
of  expense  and  a  relaxation  of  industry,  which  may  prove 
highly  injurious  ;  that  the  country  is  greatly  overstocked  with 
foreign  goods,  and  that  the  specie  is  coming  out  of  that  country, 
as  fast  almost  as  it  went  into  it ;  that  great  losses  will  be  sustained 
by  the  merchants,  who  gave  credit  so  freely  to  the  country  traders 
and  who  will  be  unable  to  make  good  their  payments.  As  this 
misfortune  will  be  common  throughout  the  U.  S.  the  traders  of 
the  Western  States  will  suffer  no  peculiar  rigour  on  account  of 
their  delinquency.     .     . 

Good  night  «S:  may  health  and  happiness  attend  you  both. 

R.  K. 


C.    Gore  to  R.  King. 

Warm  Spring  Bath  Court  House,  June  14,  i3i6. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

.  .  .  I  sometimes  see  &  talk  with  the  Virginians.  They 
invariably  speak  very  lightly  of  Barbour,  &  all  affect  to  wonder 
how  he  became  of  so  much  Consequence  ;  for  he  was,  as  Ran- 
dolph said,  a  Deputy  Sheriff  &  a  Lawyer  of  little  Practice  &  low 
Reputation.     He  was  made  Govr.  because  the  successful  Candi- 
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date  was  burnt  in  the  Richmond  Theatre,  and  in  the  Stupor  of 
the  -Moment  at  that  distressing  event,  he  was  elected,  was  made 
a  Senator  because  of  his  zeal  in  the  war,  though  every  one  blamed 
his  Improvidence,  Folly  cS:  Ignorance  in  calling  out  the  Militia 
as  he  did.  This  I  have  from  Federalists  &  Democrats, — Mason 
they  say  is  a  thoughtless,  giddy  young  Man,  but  has  gained  on  the 
Hearts  of  the  People  by  opposing  the  Bill  compensating  Mem- 
bers of  Congress.  This  is  a  sample  of  Virginia  Republicanism. 
You  have  one  still  more  degrading,  to  human  Nature  in  the  Prefer- 
ence given  to  the  pitiful  Tompkins  for  his  Valour  &  Wisdom  in 
the  late  War.  But  such  is  our  destiny,  and  we  must  expect  still 
more  afflicting  Evidence  of  the  humiliating  Spirit — fit  levius 
Patientia  quod  nefas  est  corrigere — I  do  not  know  if  I  am  right 
in  my  Quotation,  but  I  am  sure  of  the  justness  of  the  Sentiment. 
— For  yourself  I  have  no  Reason  to  regret  that  you  are  freed 
from  the  Confli  of  Contending  Patriots  for  Ofifice,  and  the  sa- 
gacious Intrusion  of  smoking  &  stupid  Dutchmen  ;  but  for  the 
Spirit  it  discovers  in  the  Mass  of  the  Community  we  have  great 
Reason  to  be  both  alarmed  &  mortified  at  the  precarious  Tenure 
on  which  we  hold  our  Liberty  &  Properly,  not  to  speak  of  the 
Honour  tS:  Character  of  the  Country.     .     .     . 

faithfully  &  affectionately 

C.  Gore. 


R.  King  to  Edward  King. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  June  18,  1S16. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  am  satisfied  with  the  Resolution  which  you  seem  to  have 
formed  of  abstaining  from  Political  discussions  and  devoting 
yourself  to  those  of  the  Law  :  on  every  prudent  consideration 
this  cause  deserves  your  preference.  As  a  Business,  or  employ- 
ment. Politicks  has,  and  deserves  to  have,  no  rank,  that  should 
entice  men  to  engage  in  it  with  a  view  to  profit  :  if  by  other  pur- 
suits we  have  gained  a  competence,  and  are  able  to  support  & 
take  care  of  our  families  without  expectation  of  profit  from  pub- 
lic employment,  then  those  who  may  desire  political  stations  are 
excusable  in  accepting  them  ;  but  otherwise  not.  Besides  there 
is  no  employment,  in  which  so  few  men  of  independent  minds 
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and  of  unbending  Integrity  are  found  as  in  Politicks  ;  and,  how- 
ever heretical  the  opinion  may  appear,  there  is  some  ground  to 
suspect  that  popular  Governments,  in  which  men  attain  offices  by 
becoming  favorites  of  the  People,  do  not  present  the  strongest 
motives  in  favor  of  a  severe  and  steady  adherence  to  what  is  hon- 
est. I  repeat  therefore  my  approbation  of  your  purpose  to  ad- 
here strictly  to  your  professional  employments.     .     .     . 

I  am  my  dear  Sir, 

Always  &  affectionately  yours  R.  K. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  June  26,  iSi6. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  last  evening  received  your  letter  of  the  15th.  In  a  late  letter 
that  I  have  written  to  you,  I  touched  on  some  of  the  subjects 
mentioned  in  your  last  letter,  particularly  that  of  Politics.  On 
more  than  one  Subject  names  are  not  only  equivalent  to,  but  of 
greater  importance  than  things  ;  as  respects  Taxes,  Army,  Navy, 
and  some  other  points,  the  practice  of  the  Republicans  now 
seems  to  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  Federalists  formerly  ;  with 
this  difference  however,  that  now  the  measures  are  carried  further, 
than  the  Federalists  carried  them  ;  thus  while  things  are  essentially 
the  same,  names  are  different  :  but  I  am  not  inclined  to  oppose 
measures  proposed  or  done  by  Republicans,  which  Federalists 
proposed  and  did  in  former  times.  I  remain  the  same,  and  if 
others  change  &  do  Avhat  I  did,  and  still  contend  that  I  was 
wrong  in  doing,  as  they  now  do,  it  is  for  them  to  make  out  their 
own  consistency.  It  is  their  business  also  to  convince  themselves 
&  me  of  the  sagacity  of  People,  who  not  only  perceive  no  incon- 
sistency in  the  course,  but  approve  the  conduct  of  the  Repub- 
licans in  opposing  and  supporting  the  same  measures.  It  is  for 
them  to  make  out  their  own  consistency,  and  it  is  their  task  also 
to  convince  themselves  and  me,  of  the  justice  &  sagacity  of  those 
who  perceive  no  inconsistency  in  this  double  dealing  course,  but 
approve  and  applaud  the  conduct  of  the  Republicans  for  v/hat 
they  now  do,  and  for  their  opposition  to  the  Federalists  when 
they  did  the  same  thing. 
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W.  King  to  R.  King. 

Bath,  July  i,  iSi6. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  majority  in  favour  of  the 
separation  of  Maine,  will  be  much  larger  when  the  question  is 
again  taken,  than  it  was  the  last  time.  It  is  not  considered  a 
party  question  at  all,  and  will,  unless  I  am  much  mistaken,  have 
a  tendency  to  do  away  with  the  asperity  of  party  in  this  District : 
it  is  intended  in  the  event  of  our  being  separated  to  organize  the 
Government  without  reference  to  party  and  I  feel  confident  it 
will  be  effected. 

Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  turn  your  attention  to  a  Consti- 
tution for  our  New  State  ;  it  is  probable  I  shall  have  to  take  a 
part  in  the  Convention,  and  there  is  certainly  no  person's  opinion 
I  should  so  much  respect  as  yours.     .     .     . 

I  remain  your  Brother, 
W.  King. 

Rev.  Dr.  Romevn  to  R.  King. 

New  York,  July,  17,  1S16. 
Dr.  Sir  : 

In  compliance  with  the  direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  American  Bible  Society,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you 
that  the  Convention,  which  formed  that  Society,  elected  you  one 
of  the  Managers. 

The  Board  fondly  cherishes  the  hope  that  this  National  Insti- 
tution meets  with  your  approbation,  &  that  you  will  unite  with 
them  in  "their  labor  of  love  and  work  of  faith."  I  need  not  add 
that  your  acceptance  of  the  office  will  be  highly  gratifying  to  the 
Board  and  afford  a  powerful  stimulus  to  their  zeal  and  activity  in 
forwarding  the  great  and  good  course  of  furnishing  the  destitute 
with  the  Word  of  life. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yr  obt.  servt. 

J.  W.  P.  RoMEYN,  Secy,  of  D.  C. 


R.  King  to  Revd.  Doct.  Romeyn. 
Sir  : 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  17th  inst,  which  informs  me 

that  I  have  been  elected  a  Manager  of  the  American  Bible  Society  ; 
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and  calls  on  me  to  make  known  whether  I  accept  the  appoint- 
ment. The  object  of  the  Society's  labours  well  deserves  and  re- 
ceives my  approbation  ;  but  as  I  am  connected  with  the  body  of 
Episcopalians,  and  the  Bishop,  to  whose  opinions  in  matters  of 
order  and  disci.  I  am  inclined  to  defer,  has  signified  to  us  that 
the  object,  whose  attainment  is  the  common  desire  of  all,  may  be 
more  fitly  promoted  in  the  mode  he  has  been  pleased  to  indicate,* 
I  think  it  expedient  to  observe  his  counsel  and  to  decline  the 
charge  of  a  Manager  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 

With  great  Respect  &  Regard 

I  am.  Sir,  yr.  ob.  Servt. 

RuFUS  King. 


Dr.  Romeyn  to  R.  King. 

New  York,  July  31,  1816. 
Sir  : 

The  Managers  of  the  American  Bible  Society  most  sincerely 
regret  that  any  considerations  should  have  existed  to  deprive 
them  of  the  aid  of  your  cooperation  &  the  honour  &  influence  of 
your  name  as  a  member  of  their  Board.     Their  disappointment 

*  In  explanation  of  this  decision,  it  may  be  stated  that  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church,  had  as  early  as  in  1809  under  Bishop  Moore,  established  a  society 
called  the  New  York  Bible  and  Common  Prayer  Book  Society  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  Bibles  and  the  Common  Prayer  Book  with  them,  which  made  its  first 
report  in  1811.  Assistant  Bishop  Hobart  in  his  pastoral  address  in  1815  says  : 
"  But  what  are  the  objects  of  Bible  Societies?  The  general  object,  the  diffu- 
sion of  religious  truth — the  particular  object,  the  distribution  of  the  Bible.  In 
the  Bible  and  Common  Prayer  Book,  Episcopalians  make  provision  for  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  Bible,  and  thus  discharge  that  part  of  their  duty  ;  and  by  pro- 
viding for  the  distribution  of  the  Prayer  Book,  they  fulfil  the  general  duty  of 
diffusing  religious  truth  more  effectually  than  by  the  circulation  of  the  Bible 
alone." — pp.  13,  14,  and  in  1S16,  he  says  : 

"We  desire  to  make  known  to  all  men  not  only  the  word  of  God,  but  the 
Church  of  God,  which  we  think  the  Book  of  Common  Prayer  sets  forth  in  evan- 
gelical and  primitive  purity,  in  respect  to  doctrine,  ministry  and  worship.  In 
this  view  of  the  two  objects,  so  far  from  being  influenced  by  narrow  prejudice 
and  illiberal  views,  we  think  we  follow  the  method  wliich  the  scriptures  point 
out  and  to  which  common  sense  and  the  natural  course  of  things  lead." — 
Address  before  the  Society,  8th  March,  1S16. 

Mr.  King  was  an  annual  contributor  of  $50  to  its  funds. — Ed. 
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has  its  relief,  however,  in  the  assurance  that  "  the  object  of  the  So- 
ciety's labours  well  deserves,  &  receives  your  entire  approbation." 
1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir,  your  obdt.  Servt. 

J.  W.  P.  ROMEVN,  D.  C. 

R.  King  to  Hon.  Mr.  Crawford  Secy,  at  War. 

Jamaica  L.  I.  Sep.  29,  1816. 
Sir  : 

While  abroad  I  took  some  pains,  (by  ascertaining  from  the 
members  of  the  Corps  diplomatique  at  London  the  best  maps  of 
their  respective  Countries,  and  employing  Mr.  Faden  to  procure 
them)  to  make  what  I  esteem  a  valuable  and  extensive  Collection 
of  Maps  &  Charts.  As  your  department  in  a  more  especial  man- 
ner should  be  well  provided  with  these  things,  I  have  thought  that 
I  might  furnish  a  desirable  addition  to  your  Collection  by  offering 
mine.  They  are  in  perfect  order  &  condition,  and  consist  of 
about  450  sheets  ;  they  are  not  bound  in  Vols.,  but  arranged  in 
four  large  Cases,  in  the  form  &  bound  as  large  folio  Vols — a  man- 
ner deemed  the  safest  for  preservation,  &  most  convenient  for 
consultation.  These  Cases  are  placed  in  a  Mahogany  Desk,  3 
feet  3  inches  wide  by  2  feet  3  deep,  and  nearly  4  feet  high,  with 
a  Top,  which  by  being  raised  by  rack  work  in  the  back  affords  an 
inclined  plane,  on  which  to  place  the  Maps  for  examination. 

If  the  Collection  should  be  desired  by  you,  I  will  sell  it  for 
what  it  cost  me,  and  Avould  moreover  furnish  your  department 
with  a  perfect  Copy  in  two  very  large  Folio  Vols,  bound  in 
Russia  leather,  of  the  Atlantic  Neptune,  being  the  Charts  & 
Views  of  the  Survey  of  the  Amer.  Coasts  &  Harbours  from 
Labrador  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  made  by  order  of  the  Eng. 
admiralty  immediately  preceding  our  revolution.  This  work  is 
not  to  be  bought,  unless  young  DeBarnes,  who  has  secured  the 
Plates,  has  retouched  them  and  thrown  off  another  portion.  For 
a  large  proportion,  especially  the  Northern  portions  of  our  Coast, 
this  Survey  is  invaluable,  and  so  accurate  as  almost  to  supersede 
future  Surveys. 

With  great  respect  I  have  the  honor  &c. 

RuFus  King. 

Wd.  add  views  &  Plans  of  battles  between  Amer.  &  Brit, 
troops  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution. 
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Geo.  Graham  to  R.  King. 

Department  of  War,  25  Oct.,  1S16. 
Dear  Sir  : 

With  the  view  of  covering,  in  the  estimate  which  we  may  make 
of  the  sum  required  to  be  appropriated  for  the  purchasing  of 
books,  plans,  &c.,  for  the  department  of  war,  the  amount  that 
may  be  necessary  to  purchase  the  maps  which  you  were  so  oblig- 
ing as  to  offer  to  this  department,  I  have  to  request  that  you  will 
inform  me,  what  is  the  lowest  sum  which  you  could  take  for  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yr  obedt.  servt. 

Geo.  Graham. 


Geo.  Graham  to  R.  King. 

Department  of  War,  8  November,  1816. 
Sir: 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  29th  ulto.,  covering  the  account  of  the  cost  of  the  maps  & 
charts  which  you  offered  to  this  department,  the  account  will  be 
returned  to  you  on  your  arrival  at  this  place,  and  I  flatter  myself 
that  Congress  will  give  us  the  means  of  purchasing  the  Collection 
on  the  liberal  terms  you  have  proposed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  respect  &c 

Geo.  Graham  Actg.  Secry  of  War. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Oct.  9,  1 8 16. 
Mv  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  ,  I  perceive  the  Federalists  have  succeeded  in  their 
Election  of  Senators  in  Maryland.  Some  Person  told  me  a  few 
days  since  that  a  Bargain  was  made  last  Winter  at  Washington, 
with  some  of  our  Body,  that  if  they  would  vote  for  Mr.  Pinkney's 
Mission  to  Naples,  money  should  be  provided  by  the  Claimants 
of  Property  there  to  promote  the  Election  in  September  ;  other- 
wise the  Hands  of  these  federal  Patriots  should  be  closed.  The 
Votes  were  given,  Cash  paid,  and  Maryland  has  gained  her  State 
Senators.  The  Gentleman  who  told  me  this  said  he  knew  &  could 
prove  this  fact.      We  are  told  that  the  Votes  in  favour  of  Separa- 
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tion  of  Maine  will  not  amount  to  the  requisite  Nvimber.  It  may, 
however,  appear  differently  to  the  Convention.  There  is  in  Massa- 
chusetts no  publick  Movement,  &  the  People  seem  to  feel  no  In- 
terest or  Concern  in  the  acts  of  the  National  Govt.  It  is  reported 
that  Messrs.  Lloyd  &  Quincy  are  both  willing  to  be  considered  as 
Candidates  for  Mr.  Ward's  Seat.  If  the  former  incline  to  go,  I 
presume  he  will  be  the  Candidate. 


Yours  affectionately, 

C,  Gore. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica  L.  I.  Nov.  5,  1S16. 
Mv  DEAR  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Of  public  affairs  I  know  nothing  except  thro'  the  news- 
papers and  they  are  of  little  interest.  The  presidential  Election 
having  been  settled  last  winter  at  W.  nobody  except  Duane  seems 
to  take  any  concern  about  it,  and  so  certain  is  the  result,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  friends  of  the  measure,  that  no  pains  are  taken  to 
excite  the  community  on  the  subject.  It  is  quite  worthy  of 
remark,  that  in  no  preceding  Election,  has  there  been  such  a 
calm  respecting  it  ;  and  it  is  equally  so,  that  the  Candidate  does 
not  possess  the  full  respect  &  confidence  of  either  party. 

As  I  conjectured  would  be  the  course,  Chauncey  &  all  the 
Ships  of  war  in  the  Mediterranean  appear  to  be  subject  to  Pink- 
ney's  Orders.  The  Envoy  reached  Naples  in  July,  and  the 
Squadron  were  still  there  in  September.  What  will  come  of  his 
mission  it  is  quite  impossible  to  say  ;  but  I  have  no  better 
opinion  of  it  now  than  when  it  was  instituted  ;  nor  can  I  believe 
that  the  Govt,  has  authorized  any  menacing  language  to  the 
Neapolitain  Court.  The  rumour  of  having  demanded  a  Port  or 
Territory,  of  Naples  by  way  of  indeminity  cannot  be  correct. 

The  result  of  Lord  Exmouth's  expedition  is  highly  reputable 
to  the  Br.  arms  ;  and  the  actual  delivery  of  the  xtian  slaves  to 
the  Br.  Fleet  and  the  destruction  of  the  Algerine  vessels  of  war 
will  do  much,  and  more  than  has  ever  been  done  before,  towards 
putting  an  end  to  the  Barbary  Piracies.  Indeed  the  very  terms 
of  the  English  demands,  &  of  the  Peace,  seem  to  pledge  the 
Eng.  nation  to  the  world,  that  their  power  shall  be  exerted  to 
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compel  the  observance  of  the  Articles  of  Peace,  concluded  with 
Algiers.  Of  the  troubles  of  England,  arising  from  the  derange- 
ment in  her  various  manufacturing  &  commercial  pursuites,  I  do 
not  think  as  seriously  as  I  find  others  do  ;  the  peculiar  character 
of  her  people,  her  institutions  and  occupations  are  not  understood 
by  superficial  observers.  No.  Govt.,  no  people  so  accommodate 
themselves  to  the  necessary  changes  which  in  the  course  of  affairs 
take  place,  as  the  Gov.  &  people  of  England.  The  general  Peace 
has  created  great  derangements  in  the  occupations  and  business, 
which  grew  out  of  the  long  wars  in  wh.  Europe  has  been  engaged. 
In  this  portion  of  the  people,  losses  and  discouragement  and 
disappointment  will  prevail  extensively  ;  the  Public  will  be  & 
have  been  agitated  by  these  persons,  and  those  who  are  always 
watching  for  events  to  create  dissatisfaction  towards  the  Govt. 
Besides  the  Taxes  press,  and  must  continue  to  do  so  ;  but  these 
difficulties  are  temporary  and  will  be  surmounted  ;  and  by  econ- 
omy, patience,  industry  &  perseverance,  a  new  and  prosperous 
state  of  business  will  arise,  and  present  embarrassments  will  be 
forgotten. 

Perhaps  I  do  not  correctly  appreciate  our  own  condition  and 
difficulties,  occasioned  by  the  reestablishment  of  a  general  Peace; 
but  as  regards  our  Commerce  and  Navigation,  I  do  not  perceive 
that  we  are  as  likely  to  discover  and  adopt  means,  by  which  the 
prosperity  of  these  interests  will  be  promoted,  as  England  is. 
The  effects  of  our  late  Treaty  with  England,  after  all  the  censure 
which  the  former  administration  incurred  in  respect  to  Mr.  Jay's 
Treaty,  and  the  boasts  of  the  opposers  of  his  Treaty,  shd.  they 
ever  make  one  with  England,  are  very  discouraging.  Nor  is  it 
likely  that  with  any  other  commercial  Country,  we  shall  make  a 
better  Treaty  than  with  England,  with  whom,  I  grossly  deceive 
myself,  or  a  better  Treaty  might  and  should  have  been  made. 

There  is  no  remaining  course  for  us,  but  to  promote  the  Inde- 
pendence of  So.  America  ;  this  effected,  the  European  Treaties 
would  lose  their  principal  interest.  But  whether  those  South 
Americans  are  capable  and  worthy  of  self  Govt,  one  is  em- 
barrassed in  determining  ;  and  the  course  of  policy  wh.  our  own 
Govt,  is  likely  to  pursue  concerning  So.  America  is  altogether 
uncertain  and  more  likely  to  be  the  result  of  casualty  than  of  a 
wise  deliberation. 
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Unless  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  the  U.  S.  become  more 
extensive  and  prosperous,  the  Northern  States  will  continue  to 
lose  their  relative  importance,  and,  with  this,  their  Population 
and  Wealth  will  be  certain  to  suffer.  If  we  are  not  to  be  com- 
mercial, but  agricultural  and,  if  you  please  manufacturing,  the 
Western  Country  ought,  &  will  be,  the  favored  Region  in  which 
both  will  prosper.  Already  the  tide  of  emigration  from  every 
one  of  the  New  Eng.  States,  and  especially  from  Vermont,  is  very 
great  ;  and  it  is  a  proof  of  good  sense  among  the  emigrants  ;  for 
the  exchange,  as  respects  climate  and  fertility  of  soil  are  greatly 
on  the  side  of  the  western  world.  How  much  with  these  pros- 
pects and  apprehensions,  are  the  courses  &  policy  of  late  pursued 
and  adopted  to  be  regretted  ;  how  much  to  be  desired  is  a  wise 
influence  of  the  Eastern  States  upon  the  general  policy  of  our  na- 
tional affairs  ;  how  much  to  be  deplored  that  the  ablest  and  most 
prudent  men  are  not  prevailed  upon  to  take  a  share  in  the  general 
administration  of  our  affairs.  The  rivalries,  the  factions,  the 
apathies  and  indifference,  which  prevail,  are  most  unfavorable — 
symptoms  of  a  bad,  if  not  desperate,  condition  of  the  Eastern  and 
Northern  States.  With  this  temper,  things  must  become  worse  ; 
they  may  still  be  retrieved,  but  ere  long  will  become  remediless. 

The  Proceedings  of  the  Maine  Convention  are  not  creditable  to 
the  majority.  The  ground  which  shd.  have  been  taken  was  plain  ; 
it  shd.  still  be  taken  and  it  must  prevail  whether  now  assumed  or 
omitted.  A  Majority  of  the  People  on  two  trials  have  been  in 
favor  of  separation  ;  a  majority  is  sufficient  and  is  moreover  the 
only  principle  that  is  applicable  to  the  question  ;  to  require  more 
is  arbitrary,  and  the  proportion  above  a  majority  is  perfectly  ar- 
bitrary :  those  who  shd.  require  -Jths.  have  principle  just  as  much 
as  those  who  require  l^ths.  I  believe  it  to  be  the  true  interest  of 
Mass.  to  let  Maine  become  independent ;  and  after  what  has  hap- 
pened, she  must  and  will  separate. 

Of  the  anecdote  of  the  motive  of  the  change  in  the  Senate  con- 
cerning's  Pinkney's  Mission,  I  have  no  doubt,  tho'  I  had  not 
heard  of  it  before  your  mentioning  of  it.  This  is  the  degrada- 
tion and  depreciation  of  our  Party,  which  has  in  its  ranks  too 
many  who  in  nothing  of  worth  differ  from  our  opponents. 

We  are  like  to  lose,  if  we  have  not  already  lost,  one  of  our  dis- 
tinguished citizens.     Mr.  Gouverneur  Morris  was  not  expected  to 
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live  thro'  yesterday.  He  has  been  long  subject  to  a  stricture  in 
the  urinary  Passage  ;  and  having  unskilfully  forced  a  piece  of 
whale  bone  thro'  the  Canal  so  lacerated  the  parts,  as  to  create  a 
very  high  degree  of  inflammation,  which  has  been  followed  by  a 
mortification  that  I  am  told  will  prove  fatal.  Some  years  ago, 
and  in  the  interior  of  our  State,  he  performed  the  same  operation 
with  a  flexible  piece  of  hickory  ;  the  success  on  this  occasion 
probably  emboldened  him  to  repeat  the  experiment,  that  is  now 
to  prove  fatal.     .     .     . 

Faithfully  yrs. 

RuFUS  King. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.  Nov.  22,  1816. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  lately  received  your  letter  of  and  entering  fully  into  your 
feelings,  I  am  glad  that  Massachusetts  has  rejected  the  degrading 
counsel  that  was  given  to  her.  Of  the  Characters  in  N.  &  S.  Caro- 
lina, your  acquaintance  &  knowledge  are  as  extensive  as  mine. 
Looking  thro'  the  middle  States  I  do  not  know  any  more  correct 
&  respectable  Federalist  than  Mr.  James  Ross  of  Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

Mason  &  Webster  with  their  wives  have  passed  a  night  with  us, 
and  we  went  to  town  yesterday,  which  we  rarely  do,  except  for 
little  commissions,  to  meet  them  at  dinner  at  Mr.  Grade's.  To 
day  they  embarked  in  the  steamboat  for  Brunswick  and  will  pur- 
sue the  water  line  to  Baltimore. 

We  have  no  other  information  than  what  the  Papers  communi- 
cate concerning  Pinkney's  mission  to  Naples  ;  the  dissatisfac- 
tion of  Russia,  which  so  far  as  I  can  understand  the  affair  is 
without  just  cause,  would  probably  have  been  obviated  had  Pink- 
ney  proceeded  immediately  to  St.  Petersburgh.  I  cannot  discern 
the  grounds  on  which  it  has  been  expected  that  he  would  succeed 
at  Naples.  The  property  said  to  have  been  confiscated  by  Murat 
fell  into  his  hands  in  1809  &  1810.  It  does  not  appear  that  much 
regard,  if  any,  was  given  to  this  subject  during  Murat's  Reign. 
The  National  Intelligencer  says  that  the  change  of  Government 
in  no  manner  releases  the  successor  from  the  duty  of  compensa- 
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tion  for  the  wrongs,  and  performing  the  compacts,  of  her  Prede- 
cessor. That  in  the  revolution  of  States,  or  rather  in  the  Govt. 
of  States,  the  Principle  shd.  be  observed,  certainly  as  respects 
compacts,  seems  reasonable ;  but  the  Rule  must,  and  should  be 
subject  to  various  exceptions,  and  in  cases  of  wrong,  a  course  of 
acquiescence,  or  the  omission  of  seeking  redress  from  the  actual 
aggressor,  wd.  equitably  operate  in  favor  of  a  revolutionary  suc- 
cessor.* 

Besides  the  Kingdom  of  the  Two  Sicilies  has  not  undergone  a 
Revolution  ;  the  King  de  jure  has  never  been  cashiered — his  con- 
tinental dominions  were  conquered,  but  not  his  insular  Territo- 
ries, where  he  continues  to  reign  ;  in  the  course  of  events  he 
regains  by  the  Reconquest  of  his  allies,  what  he  had  lost  by  Con- 
quest. The  case  of  the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  differs  from  that 
of  the  King  of  France,  and  allowing  the  duty  of  the  latter  to  per- 
form the  compacts  of  Bonaparte,  it  does  not  thence  follow  that 
the  King  of  the  Two  Sicilies  is  bound  to  perform  those  of  Murat. 

But  we  need  not  speculate  on  this  subject  since  no  speculation 
can  or  will  affect  the  result,  with  which  ere  long  we  shall  become 
acquainted. 

I  understand  that  our  Mr.  Clinton  has  failed  in  the  project, 
which  he  had  formed  of  being  one  of  the  Electors  of  this  State. 
He  was  at  Albany,  and  with  a  view  of  reconciling  himself  to  his 
old  Friends  &  Party,  as  well  as  to  advance  a  step  in  the  accom- 
plishment of  his  desire  to  succeed  Tompkins  as  Governor,  he 
made  exertions  to  be  put  at  the  head  of  the  Electoral  Ticket  ; 
but  on  a  vote  in  caucus  failed  by  a  large  majority  against  him. 
Such  ought  to  be  his  fate,  and  such  shd.  be  the  fate  of  all  change- 
lings. Your  J.  Q.  A.  it  is  said  is  to  be  recalled  to  be  made  Mon- 
roe's Sec'y  of  State,  either  to  disgrace,  or  promote  him — but 
rather  any  southern  or  western  democrat  than  J.  Q.  A.  for  Presi- 
dent ;  rather  Cheves  or  Clay — if  J.  Q.  A.  become  Pr.  all  of  N. 
England  that  is  virtuous  or  enlightened,  will  be  persecuted  &  de- 
graded ;  manners,  laws,  principles  will  be  changed  and  deterior- 
ated. Farewell  affectionately  yrs. 

*See  Appendix  I. 
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Chas.  King  to  R.  King. 

Paris,  22d  Nov.,  1816. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  This  kingdom  is  quiet  or  at  least  silent.  In  England 
discontent  seems  general  and  loud  ;  and  is  certainly  accompanied 
with  much  real  distress.  The  ministers  evidently  are  much  em- 
barrassed and  they  must,  at  the  approaching  session  of  Parliament, 
either  renew  the  income  tax,  or  borrow  some  millions  from  the 
sinking  fund  ;  and  either  measure  will  be  attended  by  great  clamor 
&  opposition.  The  high  price  of  bread  stuffs,  both  here  and  in 
England  at  this  moment,  adds  very  much  to  the  grievances  of  the 
people.  On  the  subject  of  the  claim  of  America  on  this  Govt.,  I 
think  something  will  be  recovered.  .  .  .  Naples  has  refused 
any  reparation,  declaring  that  the  present  Govt,  can  never  be 
called  on  in  justice,  for  any  acts  committed  by  an  usurper,  at  the 
head  of  a  superior  foreign  force.  Here  they  do  not  hint  at  any 
disclaimer  of  responsibility — indeed  they  could  not  ;  for  in  their 
Treaties  with  all  the  allies  they  have  assumed  such  responsibility 
directly.     ,     .     . 

Ever  yours     Chas.  King. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Dec.  20,  1816. 
Be  assured  my  dear  Friend,  no  personal  influence  was  necessary 
to  attain  the  Result  of  our  Election.  The  Legislature  sufficiently 
indicated  their  sentiments  by  their  Choice  of  Electors,  and  among 
these  there  was  not  a  single  Question  or  Hesitation  as  to  the  first 
officers,  nor  was  there  ever  in  the  public  Mind.  The  Individual, 
who  wished  &  promulgated  his  wishes  for  another,  &  a  disgrace- 
ful Course,  found  no  Followers,  who  dared  to  avow  the  degrading 
Sentiment  more  literally  than  did  the  great  Chatham,  tho'  in  a 
Quality  directly  the  Reverse  of  that  eminent  Statesman.  He 
stood  alone.  Corruption  like  his  had  not  reached  the  Body  of 
Federalists  in  Massachusetts,  and  I  am  confident  they  would  have 
spurned  with  Indignation  the  degrading  advice  had  it  been  offered 
them — one  of  the  Electors  remarked  that  we  had  not  been  told 
whom  we  must  vote  for,  but  for  whom  we  must  not  vote,  and  he 
believed  there  existed  with  honourable  &  wise  men  but  one  opin- 
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ion  on  either  Question  ;  and  sure  he  was  that  no  man  existed  in 
Massts  that  could  have  been  chosen  an  Elector,  that  would  have 
dared  to  express  an  opinion,  much  less  to  act  differently  from  the 
Sentiment  of  the  Board  as  to  the  first  Officer. 

I  am  grieved  that  Talents  and  Worth  like  those  of  James  Ross 
should  be  so  lost,  I  fear  the  Report  is  well  founded. 

Madison's  speech  on  the  Subject  of  our  commercial  Connec- 
tions, as  founded  on  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty  and  that  of  the  last  year^ 
I  consider  both  imprudent  &  false,  but  it  offers  a  Creed  for  his 
Party,  and  all  will  swear  by  it. 

We  hear  nothing  of  Pinkney's  mission  in  this  Quarter.  Some 
of  our  Legislators,  especially  Mr.  Quincy,  took  the  occasion  of  a 
Debate  on  the  Compensation  Bill  to  address  himself  to  the  Pas- 
sions &  Meanness  of  Democracy  &  declared  that  he  considered 
the  former  Pay  adequate,  and  the  Bill  the  Congress  had  passed, 
as  destructive  of  Republican  Govt.  Varnum  closes  his  political 
Life  in  all  Probability,  with  the  present  Session  of  the  Senate, 
Dearborn  is  the  democratic  Candidate  for  Governor,  and  the  situa- 
tion of  our  Demand  for  payment  of  the  Militia  may  have  much 
Influence  in  his  Favor. 

Your  faithful  &  affectionate  Friend, 

C.  Gore. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Gadsby's  Baltimore,  Dec.  26,  1816. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.     Of  the  route  (to  Philadelphia)  I  can  tell  you  nothing 

which  you  do  not  know  ;  at  Philadelphia  Mr.  Vaughan  made  us 

his  customary  visit  and  I  called  to  shew  my  respects  to  old  Mr. 

Willing,  who  at  85  has  never  had  headache,  or  earache,  nor  any 

serious  malady,  except  a  paralytic  affection  some  years  ago,  from 

which  he  is  recovered,  and  walks  four  or  five  miles  a  day,  eats 

Avith  a  relish,  and  sleeps  soundly.     He  told  me  that  the  Directors 

of  the  Bk.  U.  S.,  had  passed  a  resolution  to  discount  for  every 

stockholder  to  the  amount  of  his  next  specie  payment,  under  the 

pretext  of  not  raising  the  price  of  specie,  which  a  demand  of  the 

next  specie  Instalment  wd.  have  produced.     Thus,  tho'  the  Law 
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says  a  sum  in  specie  double  to  the  first  payment  shall  be  made  at 
the  second  period  or  Instalment,  the  Directors  feel  no  scruple 
with  a  dispensation,  which  will  prove  so  seriously  mischievous  in 
the  early  resumption  of  Cash  Payments. 

Tomorrow  morning  we  shall  proceed  to  the  metropolis.  I 
shall  go  to  Crawford's,  when  I  shall  decide  to  remain  or  remove 
as  I  shall  find  expedient.  Mason  &  Webster  are  on  the  Hill,  in  a 
house  by  themselves  ;  and  I  hear  that  Bailey,  called  the  Virginia 
Gambler,  and  who  had  moved  from  Hagerstown  a  little  before 
we  were  there  last  year,  has  taken  two  or  three  houses  on  the  Hill, 
including  the  house  where  Dallas  lived,  and  affords  good  accom- 
modation to  the  gentlemen  who  are  with  him. 

I  have  suffered  neither  fatigue  nor  trouble  in  my  journey  thus 
far,  and  think  I  can  bear  the  early  and  late  hours,  the  squeezing 
and  jostling  as  well  as  I  did  25  years  ago. 

Adieu  My  dear  friend,  with  affectionate  regard,  &c. 

Always  yrs.,    R.  K. 

James  Emott  to  R.  King. 

PoUGHKEEPSiE,  Dec.  28,  1816. 

Dear  Sir  : 

I  recollect  a  year  or  two  since,  at  the  time  I  last  belonged  to 
the  State  Legislature,  you  were  pleased  to  say  that  you  would 
have  been  gratified  to  have  received  information  relative  to  the 
winter  proceedings  at  Albany.  As  by  the  movement  of  the 
political  wheel  I  am  again  thrown  into  the  Assembly,  I  beg  leave 
to  offer  you  from  time  to  time  such  information  as  I  may  have 
of  the  views  and  doings  of  our  friends  and  foes.  In  return,  I 
hardly  need  say  that  I  shall  be  proud  to  receive  from  you  such 
occasional  information  from  the  seat  of  the  general  government, 
as  you  may  have  leisure  to  communicate. 

The  short  session  of  the  Legislature  in  the  fall  showed  us  the 
democratic  party  arrayed  into  two  factions  of  equal  violence  as 
respects  each  other,  and  of  nearly  equal  strength  ;  I  speak  with 
reference  to  the  Legislature,  for  out  of  it  and  among  the  great 
mass  of  the  people,  I  have  at  present  no  means  of  judging.  One 
party  calling  itself  Clintonian,  but  in  truth  headed  by  Spencer, — 
the  other,  professing  to  be  the  true  republican  party,  willing  to 
support  caucus  nominations  and  to  do  all  things  necessary  to  pro- 
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mote  the  views  of  the  holy  father  at  Washington,  but  in  fact  led 
by  Van  Buren  and  a  few  young  men  who  mean  to  make  the 
administration  at  Washington,  as  well  as  the  good  people  of  this 
State,  subservient  to  their  particular  views,  which  are  in  part 
ambitious  but  in  main  interested. 

These  parties  came  into  contact  in  filling  up  what  in  the  cant 
language  of  the  day  is  called  the  electoral  college.  The  Clinton 
party  was  anxious  to  put  their  ostensible  head  on  the  ticket  in 
order  to  prepare  the  public  for  his  nomination  in  the  Spring. 
It  was  understood  that  he  had  offered  a  voluntary  pledge  to  vote 
for  his  good  friends  Monroe  and  Tompkins.  If  he  was  on  the 
ticket  and  so  voted,  it  was  believed  that  the  understanding 
throughout  the  State  would  be  that  Clinton  had  become  firmly 
reconciled  to  the  party  and  was  fully  pledged  to  answer  its  views 
on  all  subjects.  The  other  party,  aware  of  the  advantage  which 
Clinton  might  receive  by  this  proceeding,  met  him  at  the  outset 
and  finally  was  triumphant.  The  Clintonians  profess  to  believe 
that  they  failed  not  because  they  wanted  numbers  but  because 
they  suffered  themselves  unwittingly  to  be  outmanaged.  The 
opposite  party  attribute  their  success  to  their  physical  strength, 
as  well  as  superior  talents,  and  boast  in  a  way  not  a  little  grat- 
ing to  such  a  man  as  Spencer.  In  my  own  opinion  Clinton  had 
in  the  outset  a  majority  with  him,  but  his  troops  either  threw 
down  their  arms,  or  deserted  him,  I  speak  of  some  of  them, 
under  the  belief  that  the  appointment  of  Clinton  would  not  be 
well  received  at  Washington. 

With  such  temper  and  feelings  the  rival  factions  separated  to 
meet  again  in  January,  and  ever  since  the  excitement  has  been 
increasing.  The  warfare  between  them  must  be  violent  and  the 
victory  is  certainly  doubtful.  The  first  open  occasion  for  their 
meeting  will  be  in  the  appointment  of  the  Council,  and  if  Clinton 
and  Spencer  succeed  in  their  man,  I  shall  believe  they  will  have 
the  Van  Buren  party  by  the  throat.  On  the  contrary,  if  the 
Council  is  hostile  to  them,  I  shall  judge  their  cause  hopeless. 
The  contest  must  end  in  the  nomination  of  Governor  in  the 
Spring  ;  and  as  the  whole  list  of  office  holders  and  office  seekers 
throughout  the  State  are  made  dependent  on  one  or  the  other 
party,  so  will  the  nomination  and  election  go. 

On  the  subject  of  the  election,  the  almost  universal  sentiment 
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at  Albany  in  the  Legislature  appeared  to  be  that  it  must  be  gone 
into  in  the  Spring  not  so  much  to  satisfy  the  terms  and  intent  of 
the  Constitution  as  the  whims  and  expectations  of  the  people. 
I  am  satisfied  however  that  our  lively  Governor  is  in  heart 
opposed  to  an  election,  and,  if  a  fair  party  pretext  is  offered  him, 
will  hold  over.  The  truth  really  is  that  he  thought  the  ofhce  of 
President  of  right  belonged  to  him  in  the  election  that  has  passed 
and  his  views  of  the  throne  are  not  given  up  altho'  they  are  neces- 
sarily postponed.  With  an  eye  to  the  next  election  he  wishes 
to  retain  his  standing  and  his  power  in  the  great  State,  and  if  he 
cannot  get  some  puppet  of  his  put  in  nomination,  and  this  in  my 
opinion  is  neither  Clinton  nor  Thompson,  he  will  hold  on  him- 
self if  he  dare,  or  drive  off  the  election  for  the  present.  If  Clin- 
ton or  even  Thompson  is  put  in  nomination,  his  hold  is  loosened, 
and  when  once  his  State  importance  is  at  an  end,  I  must  think 
he  sinks  to  rise  no  more.  And  yet  after  all  light  bodies  will  be 
near  the  surface.     But  more  of  this  hereafter. 

I  observe  with  much  regret  the  pertinacity  with  which  our 
friends  in  Congress  cling  to  the  compensation  bill.  The  gentle- 
men who  insist  so  strongly  in  having,  as  our  friend  Quincy  would 
say,  another  swill  at  the  treasury  trough  may  talk  of  the  dignity 
of  self-respect,  and  refer  to  their  characters  to  repel  any  imputa- 
tion of  improper  motives,  the  mantle  will  be  deemed  in  the 
country  '  too  short  and  too  thin.'  I  confess  to  you  that  I  felt  dis- 
appointed in  finding  in  a  report  drawn  by  a  high-minded  man 
a  reference  to  the  salary  of  clerks,  when  talking  about  his  own 
pay  as  a  member  of  the  national  Legislature.  The  proud  and 
dignified  position  of  a  member  of  the  supreme  Council  of  the 
nation  is  indeed  degraded  when  it  is  thus  made  a  money  seeking 
business.  But  why  will  the  federalists  take  the  foreground  on  all 
questions  of  this  nature  ?  If  this  measure,  which  has  become 
universally  odious,  must  be  persisted  in,  why  not  let  the  adminis- 
tration take  to  itself  the  responsibility  ?  Our  friends  may  deem 
it  magnanimous  to  breast  themselves  against  the  storm  and  to 
fight  and  die  in  the  same  ditch  with  their  opponents,  but  they 
cannot  surely  be  aware  that  they  are  adding  to  the  weight  which 
bears  down  their  party  in  the  country. 

I  am  with  great  respect  &  esteem, 

yr.  obt.  servt.     James  Emott. 
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W.   King  to  Cyrus  King.* 

Bath,  Dec.  30,  1816. 
Dear  Brother  : 

Your  letters  of  23,  24  &  25th  just  came  to  hand  this  day  ; 
I  have  seen  the  report  to  which  you  allude  and  should  despair, 
if  I  believed  a  Majority  of  Congress  would  for  one  moment  be- 
lieve that  such  a  contemptible  thing  could  have  the  least  effect 
whatever. 

Nothing  short  of  what  I  have  heretofore  named  to  you  will 
have  the  least  effect  ;  the  British  find  employment  for  more  than 
one  hundred  sail  of  Vessels  in  the  trade  from  this  State  to  their 
Colonies.  The  articles  are  of  the  first  necessity  to  them,  and 
nothing  but  our  own  folly,  and  stupidity,  can  ever  for  a  moment 
permit  this  trade  on  terms  so  unequal. 

You  cannot  render  a  more  acceptable  service  to  the  people  of 
the  country  than  by  doing  every  thing  in  your  power  to  put  a  stop 
to  all  intercourse  with  every  place  where  an  American  Vessel  is 
excluded  ;  almost  the  entire  object  is  to  prevent  their  taking 
from  this  Country  cargoes  to  places  where  we  are  excluded.  The 
British  by  their  Treaty  have  evidently  advantages  which  were  not 
contemplated  ;  they  in  fact  have  three  sides  of  the  triangle  when 
we  have  only  one.  And  what  is  still  more  mortifying,  it  is  now 
evident  that  even  the  men  themselves,  who  negotiated  it  on  our 
part,  did  not  understand  what  was  to  be  the  operation  of  it — for 
do  you  ask  any  of  your  people  at  Washington,  if  the  Treaty  gives 
to  the  people  of  the  Colonies  any  advantage  whatever,  and  they 
will  answer  certainly  not,  as  the  colonial  business  is  expressly  re- 
served ;  so  it  was  understood  I  am  confident  by  our  negotiators 
— but  the  fact  is  otherways.  Vessels  owned  at  New  Brunswick 
load  from  that  Colony  for  England — they  then  take  in  a  cargo  for 
Bath  (say),  and  when  they  arrive  here,  as  they  are  English  Ves- 
sels pay  no  more  than  Amn.  They  then  take  a  cargo  for  the  West 
Indies,  then  to  England  and  they  are  then  in  a  situation  to  load 
again  for  the  U.  States,  where  they  are  to  enter  as  Amn.  Vessels 
in  point  of  expense.  Here  is  the  entire  triangle,  and  if  our  peo- 
ple will  permit  this  business  so  to  be  conducted,  there  is  an  end 
to  business  in  this  section  of  the  Country. 

*  He  was  a  Member  of  Congress  from  Massachusetts. 
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Will  you  name  this  subject  to  Rufus,  I  am  confident  it  is  soon 
to  be  considered  the  most  interesting  which  will  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  ;  it  is  I  am  convinced  very  little  understood  at 
present,  there  is  no  one  person,  who  understands  the  whole  of 
this  business  better  than  Rufus  ;  if  he  is  therefore  disposed  to 
give  the  subject  his  usual  consideration,  it  will  be  not  less  useful 
to  the  Country  than  to  himself. 

Your  Brother 

W.  King. 

P.  S.  you  will  perceive  that  Vessels  would  in  any  of  the  British 
Colonies,  by  making  just  as  many  voyages  to  the  Mother  Country 
as  to  this,  carry  on  their  trade  on  precisely  the  same  terms,  as  re- 
lates to  expense  in  our  ports,  as  American  Vessels  would  do  it. 
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R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Crawfords,  Jan.  2,  1817. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Altho'  I  am  four  weeks  after  the  meeting,  nothing  has 
been  done,  and  a  state  of  singular  apathy  seems  to  prevail.  Ex- 
cept a  question  for  the  removal  of  our  dy.  door  Keeper  Tims, 
and  the  appointment  of  a  successor,  for  which  station  there  are 
said  to  be  more  than  twenty  candidates,  there  is  no  subject  wh. 
seems  to  engage  the  attention  of  our  wise  Assembly.  There  is 
no  indication  of  asperity,  or  party  in  any  quarter.  As  to  the 
latter,  the  party  spirit,  it  is  pretty  well  extinguished — those  who 
have  for  some  time  desired  emancipation,  are  considered  as  free 
to  pursue  their  respective  courses,  so  that  such  as  were  the  most 
zealous,  or  most  noisy  men  in  opposition,  will  now  soften  or 
wholly  change  their  note  ;  with  what  profit  to  themselves,  is  more 
than  any  one  as  yet  pretends  to  determine.  The  opinion  seems 
to  be,  how  correct  I  can't  tell,  that  as  respects  the  future  Cabinet, 
nothing  is  yet  decided.     It  has  been  reported  that  Mr.  Adams 

44 
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has  been,  or  will  be,  recalled  to  be  Secy,  of  State  ;  I  hear  that  Mr. 
Clay  says  this  must  not,  and  shall  not  be  ;  whether  Mr.  Crawford 
is  sufficiently  humble  to  take  what  they  may  offer  him  I  do  not 
know,  but  if  the  body  of  Congress  cannot  be  roused,  or  some 
greater  portion  of  interest  excited  among  them,  I  sh'd  think  the 
new  reign  will  not  be  such  as  has  been  anticipated.  The  Com- 
pensation Law  has  excited  a  most  undue  portion  of  popular  cen- 
sure, and,  as  I  hear,  feelings,  which  were  not  thought  likely  to  be 
awakened,  prevail  so  extensively  in  Congress  that  it  may  even  be 
doubted  whether  the  law  may  not  be  left  to  the  next  Congress  for 
revision.  I  fear  that  I  shall  have  a  most  solitary  session.  I  occupy 
my  old  rooms,  breakfast  &  take  tea  in  our  drawing  room,  and 
today  for  the  first  time  dined  in  the  mess  room,  consisting  of 
Herbert,  Grosvenor,  Lewis,  Hanson,  &  myself,  with  the  daily  ad- 
ditions that  of  right  or  by  courtesy  come  in.  Hanson  arrived 
last  Evg.  and  as  he  was  foiled  in  his  attempt  to  be  elected  for  the 
State  Legislature,  considers  himself  restored,  by  his  appointment 
to  the  Senate  ;  he  is  a  good  &  clear  spirited  man,  and  I  therefore 
take  an  interest  in  his  reputation.  Farewell  my  dear  friend  I  am 
always  &  faithfully  R.  K. 

Oh  how  much  do  I  wish  that  we  were  again  here  altogether,  or 
that  I  was  at  home  as  you  are.  I  had  intended  to  return  home  in 
Feb.,  but  as  the  Senate  will  be  detained  a  few  days  after  Congress 
adjourns,  to  assist  in  the  forming  of  the  new  Adm.  &  inaugurat- 
ing the  Pr.  I  may  have  scruples  about  being  absent. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Georgetown,  Jan.  17,  18 17. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  am  staying  at  home,  because  I  have  a  little  cold,  and 
also  because  there  is  nothing  to  do  in  the  Senate.  Your  great 
men  from  Boston  have  not  yet  appeared  ;  when  they  arrive,  I 
hope  they  may  find  out  better  quarters  than  these  at  Georgetown. 
Col.  &  Mrs.  Trumbull  arrived  last  night  ;  the  Col.  has  just  left 
me  ;  they  are  at  Queens  near  the  House  where  Congress  meet. 
His  object  is  to  adorn  the  Capitol  with  pictures  which  shall  per- 
petuate the  great  events  &  the  glories  of  the  Revolution,  as  the 
Ducal  Palace  of  Venice,  and  the  State  House  at  Amsterdam,  by 
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the  talents  of  the  great  Painters  of  the  day,  have  commemorated 
those  of  these  Republics.  He  has  with  him  the  small  Pictures 
which  exhibit  the  Portraits  of  the  Statesmen  &  Heroes,  and  the 
principal  incidents  of  the  Revolution.  By  inviting  the  Members 
to  see  and  admire  them,  he  may  awaken  a  spirit  and  desire  of 
possessing  these  sketches,  in  the  form  of  enlarged  and  more  per- 
fect works.  I  have  advised  him  to  wait  on  Mr.  Monroe  and  to 
endeavour  to  engage  him  &  his  influence  in  favor  of  his  being 
employed.  He  finds  the  Capitol  a  ruin  ;  perhaps  he  may  feel 
ambitious  not  only  to  restore,  but,  like  Pericles,  to  extend  and 
adorn  it.  I  understand  that  the  bill  for  a  new  Department  is  the 
order  of  the  day  in  the  Senate  for  Friday.  Rush  is  good  for 
nothing,  nay  worse,  as  Atty.  Genl.,  but  will  do  as  any  other 
wd.  do,  for  an  office  composed  of  scraps  &  offals  from  other 
Depts.  By  placing  /urn  there,  and  increasing  the  provision  for 
the  Atty  Genl,  a  man  of  competent  talent  may  perhaps  be  em- 
ployed. 

Farewell 

R.  K. 
P.  S.     I  have  heretofore  made  efforts  for  good  &  agt.  bad  Meas- 
ures ;  but  in  vain,  and  I  no  longer  feel  inclined  to  endure  the 
mortification  of  defeat  in  well  meant  but  fruitless  exertions. 


Chas.  King  to  R.  King. 

Paris,  24th,  Jany.  1817. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  In  politics  there  is  nothing  to  tell  from  here.  This 
Govt,  struggles  on  with  difficulty  thro'  the  pressure  of  foreign 
subsidies  and  the  maintenance  of  foreign  armies,  in  the  presence 
of  a  deficient  crop  and  diminished  revenue.  Still  the  intention 
of  the  Govt,  seems  good  &  is  certainly  in  a  degree  successful  in 
conciliating  the  nation  ;  indeed  the  most  discontented  portion  of 
the  French  now  are  those  who  claim  most  to  love  the  King  ;  the 
ultra  royalists,  the  old  nobles  instigated  by  the  old  priests,  who 
would  gladly  undo  what  25  years  of  blood  &  misery  have  con- 
summated. But  it  is  not  one  of  the  least  proofs  of  the  good 
sense  of  the  King's  Govt,  that  they  endeavour  on  all  occasions  to 
throw  a  complete  veil  over  the  past,  and  that  they  are  satisfied 
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with  present  fidelity  and  devotion,  without  enquiring  whether 
such  subjects  were  always  faithful  and  devoted.  From  this 
disposition  which  inspires  confidence,  &  from  the  circumstance 
of  its  having  been  agreed  in  the  committee  on  the  budget  to 
abandon  all  the  national  woods  (the  produce  of  revolutionary  con- 
fiscation) for  the  endowment  of  the  sinking  fund,  it  is  thought 
that  English  Capitalists  will  lend  upon  comparatively  moderate 
terms  the  ^^  12,000,000,  which  are  needed  for  this  year,  and  A. 
Baring  is  now  here,  negotiating  on  the  subject. 

The  abandonment  of  the  woods  has  another  good  effect,  as  it 
assures  the  proprietors  or  buyers  of  national  property,  that  there 
will  be  no  question  raised  hereafter  as  to  the  legality  of  their 
tenure  ;  and  thus  places  as  it  were  the  seal  upon  the  acts  of  the 
revolution,  quieting  thereby  many  unquiet  consciences.  Mr. 
Madison's  message  appears  to  us  all  here  a  very  delightful  one, 
as  well  from  the  spirit  of  peace  &  benevolence  which  reigns  in  it, 
as  from  the  delightful  picture  which  it  gives  of  a  happy  &  flourish- 
ing country — a  picture  of  which  here  one  feels  and  appreciates  all 
the  beauties  from  the  effect  of  contrasts.  Mad.  de  Stael  told  me 
she  had  not  been  able  to  read  it  without  tears.  My  sensibilities 
were  not  I  confess,  quite  so  much  excited  as  that.     .     .     . 

I  am  always, 

Chas.  King. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Jan.  26,  1S17. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  When  Congress  considers  the  Efforts  you  and  Mason 
made  against  the  Kentucky  House  Bill  &  the  Dissatisfaction  now 
felt  at  its  Operation,  the  members  will  have  Reason  to  repine  at 
their  own  Folly.  They  however,  are  not  in  the  Habit  of  repent- 
ing or  mending  their  Course,  by  experiencing  the  Evil  of  former 
Conduct.  I  am  gratified  that  the  House  has  discovered  so  much 
Spirit  on  the  Subject  of  the  Compensation  Bill,  &  the  more  so  as 
many  of  both  Parties  made  it  the  occasion  of  catching  a  little 
Popularity,  by  addressing  the  mean  Passion  of  the  Mob.  I  shall 
rejoice  if  Trumbull  succeeds  in  his  Endeavours  to  adorn  the 
Capitol.     He  should  remember  that  Pericles  could  not  advance 
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himself  at  Athens  without  taking  part  with  the  Democracy 
against  the  Aristocracy  ;  not  that  1  should  believe  this  to  be  the 
obstacle  of  greatest  magnitude  in  his  way,  at  least  not  insuper- 
able. At  any  Rate  I  most  truly  wish  among  all  their  Waste  & 
Trodigality  the  Demagogues  might  afford  him  an  opportunity  of 
rendering  Washington,  as  that  illustrious  Statesman  rendered 
Athens  to  Greece,  the  Light  &  Eye  of  the  U.  States.  We  talk 
here  as  you  do  in  Congress  of  the  perfect  Extinction  of  the  Party 
Spirit,  and  there  are  not  a  few  of  our  first  rate  Patriots,  perfectly 
willing  to  avail  themselves  of  this  general  Sentiment  to  take 
Sides  with  any  man  in  any  party,  and  approve  h.  promote  any 
Measures,  however  contrary  to  former  Conduct  &  former  Profes- 
sions, provided  they  can  by  such  measures,  slide  into  Office  & 
attain  Distinction.  I  have  always  felt  so  much  Interest  in  Han- 
son's Gratification,  since  the  Defence  he  made  in  Favour  of 
public  Liberty,  by  assuming  such  a  Stand  in  Support  of  a  free 
Press,  that  his  Appointment  to  the  Senate  gave  me  Pleasure, 
altho  this  is  more  than  I  fear  it  did  to  our  Friend  Mason.  He 
will  not,  however,  be  long,  or  much,  annoyed  in  this  Event  as  I 
presume  he  will  not  go  many  times  more  to  Washington.     .     .     . 

Your  faithful  &  affectionate, 

Friend,    C.  Gore. 

R.   King   to  C.  Gore. 

Senate  Chamber,  Jan.  30,  1817. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

.  .  A  great  project  for  a  new  Dept.,  recommended  in  the 
President's  message,  and  reinforced  in  a  report,  to  which  a  supple- 
ment was  added,  by  the  Heads  of  Departments,  has  failed  by  a 
great  majority  in  the  Senate.  Our  Swedish  treaty  has  not  yet 
been  considered  and,  as  I  conjecture,  will  encounter  some  oppo- 
sition, because  it  makes  provisions,  the  operation  and  effect  whereof 
were  not  understood  by  our  minister.  It  is  really  a  deplorable 
thing,  that  men  should  be  entrusted  in  these  matters,  whose  habits^ 
education  and  acquirements  are  so  little,  relative  to  these  compli- 
cated subjects.  Our  Compensation  law  has  been  several  days  in 
the  Senate  ;  what  course  its  friends  will  give  to  the  bill  I  do  not 
know  nor  inquire  concerning  ;  the  bill  repeals  all  laws  on  the  sub- 
ject from  the  3d  of  March  next.     The  proposed  laws  of  naviga- 
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tion  and  of  exclusion  of  the  ships  and  produce  of  England,  or 
rather  of  her  W.  Indies  Colonies,  are  before  the  House.  The 
former  allowing  fern,  ships  to  import  only  the  produce  &  manu- 
factures of  the  Countries  to  which  they  respectively  belong,  may 
perhaps  become  a  law.  I  doubt  whether  the  second  will  at  pres- 
ent be  adopted.  I  doubt,  because  I  do  not  feel  quite  satisfied  that 
just  now  it  is  the  expedient  time  to  do  a  business,  which,  if  ar- 
rangement be  impracticable,  must  be  done.  The  bill  restraining 
the  arming,  and  fitting  vessels  so  armed,  to  be  employed  in  the 
war  between  Spain  and  her  Colonies,  will  probably  become  a  Law  ; 
so  far  as  an  impartial  neutrality  goes,  I  wd.  go,  but  not  a  step  further. 
I  would  go  thus  far  now,  especially  as  it  seems  probable  that  the 
great  coalesced  Powers,  wd.  not  see  with  indifference  any  course 
pursued  here  wh.  wd.  appear  to  throw  our  means  where  it  is  be- 
lieved our  wishes  are.  Within  the  last  week  it  is  said  with  much 
confidence,  that  J.  Q.  Adams  is  to  be  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  the 
competitors  having  been  J.  Q.  A.,  Gallatin  &  Crawford.  As  I 
know  nothing,  and  communicate  mere  rumors,  you  will  give  to 
the  report  only  such  credit  as  mere  rumors  deserve.  The  Bagots, 
as  I  hear,  are  very  popular  here  ;  they  entertain  handsomely,  con- 
duct themselves  with  much  affability,  manifesting  a  great  desire 
of  pleasing,  and  of  course  succeeding  to  no  small  extent  in  doing 
so.  The  Frenchman  also  keeps  a  pleasant  house  and  sees  much 
company,  having  good  cooks  &  a  plentiful  cellar. 

With   affectionate  regard  to  Mrs.  Gore  I  am   as  always  most 
faithfully  yr's. 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 


Jany.  1817. 


Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Congress  have  done  little  ;  the  H.  of  R.  have  con- 
sumed much  time  in  unprofitable  debate  on  the  Compensation 
Law.  To  day,  by  a  large  majority,  they  passed  to  a  third  reading 
a  bill  repealing  all  laws  on  the  subject,  to  take  effect  at  the  end 
of  the  session — so  that  the  matter  will  come  before  the  next  Con- 
gress at  it  did  before  the  first  Congress.  Various  efforts  were 
made  from  ten  dollars  to  eight ;  all  failed.  An  attempt  was  also 
made  to  refer  the  repeal  of  the  1500  Dol.  Law  to  the  beginning 
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of  the  present  session  ;  this  also  failed  ;  and  as  they  resolved  to 
retain  the  1500  Dol.  Compensation  for  the  present  session,  they 
thought  it  unbecoming  to  fix  the  Compensation  of  the  next  Con- 
gress at  a  lower  rate  ;  so  they  determined  to  repeal  all  the  laws. 
A  B.krupt  Law,  also  a  Navigation  Law  are  spoken  of  ;  perhaps 
the  first  may  pass  but  I  think  the  second  will  not,  at  least  now. 
Of  Pinkney  we  hear  not  a  word  except  that  I  understand  that 
Mr.  Oliver  don't  bear  jesting  on  this  subject  well.  I  conclude 
that  nothing  has  been  gained,  &  I  fear  that  in  character  something 
has  been  lost.  Russell  and  his  Swedish  treaty  are  before  us  ;  you 
know  that  the  latter  is  a  secret,  while  undecided — I  can't  tell  you 
what  it  is  but  may  only  what  it  is  not ;  and  on  this  point  you  will 
not  be  disappointed  in  knowing  that  in  my  opinion  it  is  not  only 
good  for  nothing  but  worse.  We  are  put  questions  for  informa- 
tion, &c.  ;  in  the  mean  time  the  runners  are  employed  in  fixing 
votes.  Of  the  new  Cabinet  we  hear  nothing  ;  it  is  not  talked  of, 
and  with  the  exception  of  a  few  Persons,  I  really  believe  it  a  mat- 
ter of  much  indifference.  I  have  dined  once  at  the  Palace  with 
the  Corps  Dip.  ;  the  dinner  went  off  well  and  with  good  spirits. 
Of  the  successor  I  hear  only  little  ;  after  a  fortnight's  being  here 
he  left  me  a  card  ;  in  point  of  time  the  return  visit  is  nearly  due. 
The  prospect  of  a  new  or  Home  Dept.,  I  have  assaulted  and  per- 
haps we  might  have  thrown  it  out  had  we  taken  a  vote  ;  but  de- 
lay was  asked  for  by  its  friends,  and  in  the  mean  time  votes  are 
secured.  Some  say  Rush  is  to  have  the  office  in  order  to  make 
room  for  a  new  Atty.  Genl.  Crawford's  brother  Thomas,  a  civil 
man  enough,  has  succeeded  him.  Our  party  are  Hanson,  Lewis, 
Herbert  &  Grosvenor.  I  have  my  old  rooms  ;  breakfast  and  take 
tea  in  my  own  room,  dine  with  the  mess.  There  is  a  large  tavern 
put  up  by  Bailey  on  the  Hill,  and  Dawes  has  returned  to  the  tavern 
on  Penns.  Avenue  ;  these  have  drawn  off  much  of  the  company 
that  formerly  frequented  this  house  ;  so  that  we  are  in  general 
very  quiet  here,  and  in  point  of  provision,  cooking,  &c.,  I  per- 
ceive no  change.  The  old  servants  are  here  &  Mrs.  Crawford 
with  her  family,  except  Anne,  lives  in  the  house  where  Stagner 
was.  Anne  is  married  and  at  housekeeping  near  the  Episcopal 
Church  in  this  place.  The  Bagots  are  quite  popular  here  they 
give  balls  &  dinners,  &c.,  &c.,  assume  no  airs,  endeavour  to  con- 
ciliate and,  as  I  hear,  with  much  success.     The  Frenchman  who 
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has  two  Houses  in  F  Street,  which  were  mere  walls  for  several 
years  &  near  the  corner,  also  gives  dinners,  and  Madame  has  a 
rout  every  Saturday  Evening.  Sweden,  Spain  and  Portugal  make 
no  public  exhibition. 

Farewell  my  Dr.  friend 

R.  K. 

R.  King  to  C  Gore. 

Crawfords,  D.  C,  Feb.  2,  1817. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  A  bill  repealing  the  Compensation  law  and  all  laws  on 
the  subject  after  the  3rd  of  Mar.  has  passed  both  Houses.  So 
that  the  next  Congress  will  have  to  provide  for  their  own  pay  ; 
the  Extra  session  of  the  Senate,  when,  as  we  hear,  the  Boston 
Senator  will  appear  &  take  his  seat,  must  go  unpaid  or  at  least  will 
be  served  on  Credit.  The  bill  proposing  to  establish  a  new  Dept., 
recommended  by  the  Presidt.  and  supported  by  two  reports  from 
all  the  Heads  of  Dept.,  was  thrown  out  23  to  11  votes  ;  the  sub- 
ject was  discussed  on  three  days  :  Govr.  Barbour,  the  chief  in 
support,  agt.  my  efforts  in  opposition  to  the  bill.  The  bill  in  the 
House  prohibitory  of  the  intercourse  with  the  Eng.  Colonies  is 
laid  on  the  table.  I  understand  that  probably  a  majority  was 
opposed,  and  its  friends  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  risk  any  deci- 
sion at  present.  I  hear  that  the  navigation-law,  confining  the  im- 
portation of  goods  to  Amer.  ships,  and  those  of  the  country 
where  the  goods  are  produced  or  manufactured,  will  probably 
pass.  This  Bill  will,  regulate  the  proportion  of  National  Seamen 
requisite  to  our  own,  perhaps  to  the  forn.  Navigation.  I  much 
question  whether  any  measure  of  consequence  will  be  adopted, 
unless  the  admission  of  the  Mississippi  Territory,  or  rather  one 
half  of  it,  as  a  new  State  be  such  a  measure.  We  are  tomorrow 
to  consider  Russell's  Swedish  treaty.  I  dislike  one  or  two  of  its 
articles,  and  intend  to  oppose  its  ratification,  unless  these  articles 
be  expunged.  To  be  sure  it  is  a  small  matter,  but  the  principle 
which  the  exceptionable  articles  assert  is  bad.  Nothing  as  I  be- 
lieve is  definitively  settled  about  the  new  ministry.  Adams  seems 
to  be  still  the  more  probable  successor  to  the  Dept.  of  State.  It 
has  been  taken  for  granted  that  Crowninshield  wd.  retire  with  Mr. 
Madison  ;  within  a  few  days  past  it  is  whispered  that  Crowninshield 
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talks  of  holding  on  ;  if  so  two  Memrs.  from  the  same  state  would 
not  do.     .     .     . 

Adieu  my  Dr.  friend  I  am  faithfully  yrs 

R.  K. 


W.  Coleman  to  R.  King. 

Private. 

New  York,  Feb.  5,  1817. 
Dear  Sir  : 

After  casting  about  how  I  could  obtain  the  object  of  this  letter 
without  disclosing  its  real  intention,  I  have  concluded  on  the 
whole  that  my  best  way  is  not  to  attempt  concealment,  but  to 
pursue  the  old  fashioned  maxim  that  Honesty  is  the  best  policy, 
&  frankly  ask  for  the  information  I  want  without  making  a  secret 
of  my  purpose.  Delaplaine  has  determined  to  go  on  with  his 
living  characters  in  spite  of  my  remonstrances,  &  finding  I  could 
do  no  better  I  have  requested  him  to  lend  me  yours  &  Mr.  Jay's 
that  I  might  at  least  put  a  little  covering  on  the  skeletonic  figures, 
before  they  were  exhibited.  I  have  had  little  time  allowed  me  & 
fear  I  have  undertaken  as  much  as  I  am  equal  to.  But  I  cannot 
resist  the  impulse  to  try  to  do  something  at  least.  He  promises 
entire  secresy  ;  as  do  I  as  to  what  ever  you  may  send  me.  Will 
you  gratify  me  by  answers  to  the  following  questions  ?  What 
was  the  question  in  the  Mass'tts  legislature  in  which  you  first 
opposed  Sullivan  ?  I  think  something  concerning  the  Impost. 
Mr.  Paine  was  present  &  related  some  particulars  to  me.  Were 
you  elected  by  the  Gen.  Court,  a  few  days  after  to  Congress  ? 
Were  you  deputed  by  Congress  to  Masstts.  legislature  soon  after- 
wards, to  make  some  representation  on  behalf  of  the  U.  S.  ?  On 
what  occasion  was  it  that  you  experienced  the  vox  faucibiis  haesit, 
Monroe  being  your  colleague  ?  What  was  the  question  &  what 
the  circumstances  attending  it  when  Burr  &you  stood  opposed  on 
the  subject  of  Mr.  Gallatin  ?  I  wish  to  be  particularly  informed 
about  this.  Was  it  not  the  twenty  last  Nos.  of  Camillus  you 
wrote  or  all  but  the  ten  first  ?  These  queries  you  observe  relate 
to  the  subjects  of  speaking  &  writing.  May  it  not  be  said  that  a 
correspondence  has  been  occasionally  kept  up  with  the  most  dis- 
tinguished civilians  in  Europe  ?  Were  you  not  pressed  by  Wash- 
ington to  accept  the   ambassadorship   to   England  ?     Will  you, 
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may  I  not  ask  of  you  to  write  me  on  these  &  any  other  topics  in 

entire  confidence  ?     Your  letter  shall  be  destroyed  as  soon  as  I 

have  availed  myself  of  it.     The  necessity  of  the  case  must  furnish 

my  apology. 

In  much  hurry  I  am  Dear  Sir 

very  respectfully  yours 

W.  Coleman. 
Endorsed.     Ansd.  gth  Feby  iSiy. 


Letter  neither  dated  7ior  signed,  but  in  the  handwriting  of  R.  K. 
and  evidently  an  ansiver  to  Coleman's  letter  of  ^th  Feby. 
probably  on  the  gth. 

I  have  received  and  now  thank  you  for  the  letter  of  the  5th. 
Strange  as  you  may  think  it,  yet  true  it  is,  that  respecting  some  of 
the  early  scenes  of  life,  in  reference  to  your  Enquiry,  my  recollection 
is  so  indistinct  that  I  shd.  hesitate  in  speaking  positively  respect- 
ing them.  Until  by  intercourse  with  public  men,  and  that  exercise 
of  mind  with  the  aids  derived  from  such  intercourse,  the  mind 
becomes  enlightened  &  its  misconceptions  &  errors  are  corrected, 
no  habit  for  methodical  exercise  of  the  understanding  is  ever 
well  established.  And  all  which  precedes  this,  is  crude,  uncon- 
nected, &  fugitive  ;  and  the  traces  thereof  so  faint  that  they  do 
not  endure. 

My  impression  now  is  that  the  discussion  in  the  Legislature  of 
Mass.  in  wh.  I  was  opposed  to  Mr.  S.  and  other  distinguished  men, 
was  relative  to  the  Recommendation  of  Congress  to  the  several 
States  to  grant  them  power  to  levy  for  the  use  of  the  general 
Govt,  an  impost  of  5/C  on  the  value  of  all  goods  imported  into 
the  U.  S.  In  the  course  of  the  war  of  the  Revolution  a  Jealousy 
was  excited  by  the  Adams  and  other  men  in  Congress,  that 
France  was  acquiring  too  great  an  influence  over  our  public 
affairs  ;  that  certain  men  and  particular  States  were  devoted  to 
the  views  of  France  ;  and  that  the  welfare  of  the  respective  States 
required,  that  instead  of  increasing  the  power  of  Congress,  the 
general  Gov.  should  be  held  to  a  dependance  on  the  States  for 
supplies,  which  wd.  always  enable  the  States  to  enquire  concern- 
ing the  Policy  &  Measures  pursued  by  the  Govt. 

Another  question  propounded  to  the  States  by  Cong,  and  con- 


54  JiUFUS  KING.  [1817 

cerng.  \vh.  we  had  much  discussion,  was  the  alteration  of  the 
article  in  the  old  Confedy.  which  apportioned  the  supplies  among 
the  several  States  according  to  a  valuation  of  the  Lands  granted 
&  surveyed  in  each  State,  including  the  houses  thereon  &  improve- 
ments thereof,  for  the  Rule  by  \vh.  direct  Taxes  are  apportioned 
among  the  States  by  the  present  Constitution, —  the  Recommenda- 
tion of  Congress  on  both  points  was  followed  by  Mtts.  and  if  I  can 
trust  my  Recollection,  I  opposed  the  first,  and  supported  the 
second.  The  discussion  on  the  impost  was  in  1782,  that  in  the 
allusion  of  the  art.  of  the  Confed.  in  1783.  I  do  not  now  re- 
collect whether  my  election  to  Congress  was  in  this  year  or  in  the 
session  of  1784.  My  appointment  was  an  innovation  in  this 
respect,  that  according  to  our  habits  I  was  then  too  young  a  man 
to  have  been  elected  to  Congress. 

I  was  not  sent  by  Cong,  on  any  Mission  to  the  Legislature  of 
Massachusetts — in  I  think  1786  Monroe  &  I  were  sent  to  the 
Legislature  of  Penna.  The  Requisitions  of  supplies  for  the  general 
treasury  were  ill  complied  with,  and  owing  to  their  insufficiency, 
the  numerous  claimants  often  went  empty  away  ;  but  such  of 
them  as  belonged  to  the  States,  which  were  the  most  punctual  in 
paying  into  the  Treasury  their  quotas,  complained  that  strangers 
were  paid  when  they  were  dismissed  unpaid.  In  this  disorder  of 
the  Finances,  Pennsylvania,  which  had  paid  her  quota  more  fully 
than  many  others,  adopted  certain  Regulations,  according  to 
wh.,  instead  of  paying  her  quota  into  the  general  Treasury,  she  as- 
sumed to  distribute  it  among  her  own  Citizens,  holding  claims 
on  the  general  Treasury — this  assumption  increased  the  financial 
embarrassment  of  Congress  and  if  followed,  wd.  have  put  an  end 
to  all  the  contributions  from  the  other  States. 

To  remonstrate  agt.  this  course  of  proceeding  by  Penn.  M.  & 
myself  were  deputed  to  her  Legislature. 

Genl.  Mifflin  was  the  Speaker  of  the  House  ;  it  being  before 
their  present  Conn,  their  Legislature  consisted  only  of  a  single 
body  :  being  first  named  in  the  Mission,  it  was  in  course  that  I 
shd.  deliver  the  Remonstrance. 

I  had  taken  a  good  deal  of  pains  to  examine  &  arrange  the 
matter  of  my  discourse,  and,  having  already  acquired  some  little 
reputation,  felt  unusual  solicitude  that  my  performance  shd.  not 
disappoint  any  expectations  that  might  have  existed.     The  doors 
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of  the  Legislature  were  open,  and  the  House  very  full,  I  had 
scarcely  risen  from  my  chair  and  addressed  the  Sp'er.  before  all 
my  thoughts  were  scattered,  and  my  power  to  recall  them  wholly 
gone.  Confused  and  mortified,  I  had  nothing  left  but  to  turn  to 
my  Colleague,  who  was  sitting  by  me,  and  to  ask  him  to  take  my 
place  wh.  he  did  &  I  sat  down.  Monroe  went  on  and  presented 
the  views  wh.  he  entertained  on  the  subject.  During  his  speak- 
ing I  rallied,  &  recalled  my  scattered  thoughts,  became  com- 
posed, and  when  Monroe  finished  I  again  presented  myself,  and 
went  thro'  my  discourse  without  trepidation,  and  to  my  own 
satisfaction.* 

The  conflict  to  wh.  you  refer  in  the  Senate,  was  not  confined 
to  Burr.  Jn.  Taylor  &  Monroe  of  Virginia,  with  others,  took  part 
in  the  same  ;  it  arose  on  the  question  whether  Mr.  Gallatin,  who 
had  been  chosen,  by  Penn.  a  Senator,  possessed  the  qualification 
of  Citizenship  to  hold  a  seat.  Owing  to  the  various  modes  in 
wh.  for.  had  been  naturalized  by  the  several  States  ;  the  question 
was  not  only  a  little  intricate,  but  of  first  importance.  The 
result  was  that  Gallatin  lost  his  seat. 

Of  the  Papers  under  the  signature  of  Camillus,  those  relative 
to  the  permanent,  or  ten  first,  articles  of  Mr.  Jay's  Treaty  were 
written  by  Hamilton,  those  relative  to  the  commercial  &  maritime 
articles  were  written  by  me.  f 

The  critical  examination  of  these  articles,  in  relation  to  Navi- 
gation, Trade,  as  well  as  to  the  Laws  &  treaties  of  Nations, — has 
been  of  great  advantage  to  me  thro'  life.  Principles  were  estab- 
lished, &  usages  &  regulations  discovered,  relative  to  maritime  & 
commercial  Law,  which  have  given  to  me  greater  confidence  in 
acting  &  deciding  on  these  intricate  matters,  than  I  feel  on  al- 
most any  other  subject. 

The  Mission  to  England  I  was  desirous  to  have.  I  had  reason 
to  know  that  Genl.  W.  had  thought  of  giving  it  to  me  when  Mr. 
Th.  Pinckney  was  appointed.  When  Mr.  P.  desired  to  be  re- 
called and  the  Mission  was  offered  to  me  I  unhesitatingly  ac- 
cepted it. 

I  lived  more  intimately  with  the  public  men  of  England,  as 
well  those  of  the  opposition  as  of  the  Govt.,  than  any  other  for- 

*  See  R.  King's  Life,  etc.,  Vol.  I.,  p.  125. 
\Ib.,  Vol.  II.,  p.  12. 


56  RUFUS  KING.  [1817 

eigner  of  my  time.  I  frequented  the  society  of  literary  men,  & 
have  been  in  correspondence  with  several  of  tlie  most  distin- 
guished civilians  of  the  old  world. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Crawfords,  Feb.  16,  1817. 
Mv  DEAR  Sir  : 

.  .  .  As  the  Compensation  Law  is  repealed  Mr.  Otis  must 
attend  the  extra  session  of  the  Senate  on  credit.  The  new 
Ministry  still  a  matter  of  mere  conjecture — some  persons  suspect 
that  there  has  been  no  real  intention  to  place  J.  Q.  A,  in  the 
Dept.  of  State, — that  the  report  was  circulated  to  draw  off  the 
pub.  attention  from  Clay.  Monroe  opposed  Madison,  but  was 
pacified  and  became  Secy,  of  State  ;  Clay  opposed  in  the  caucus 
a  nomination,  fearing  perhaps  that  Crawford  wd.  prevail  ;  after- 
wards nominated  Monroe  :  this  looks  like  good  understanding 
between  M.  &  Clay.  If  after  this  scene  when  M.  becomes  Pr.  he 
appoints  Clay  to  ye.  Dt.  of  State,  the  things  put  together  wd.  look 
like  bargains  :  therefore  let  it  be  put  into  circulation  that  Adams 
is  to  be  called  home  and  made  Secy,  of  State  :  this  will  draw  off 
attention  from  the  real  purpose.  Let  it  also  be  said,  as  it  has 
been  with  some  confidence,  that  Clay  has  been  offered  the  War 
Dept.,  refused  it,  and  wd.  be  offered  nothing  more  :  these  ru- 
mours wd.  indicate  disagreement  between  Monroe  &  Clay  ;  and 
when  Clay  is  appointed,  it  may  be  ascribed  to  oppositions  &  diffi- 
culties concerning  Adams.  It  is  said  Crowninshield  intends 
holding  on.  This  cd.  not  happen  if  Adams  be  Secy,  of  State  ;  nor 
will  his  wishes  stand  in  the  way  of  putting  any  body  else  in  his 
place  shd.  it  be  deemed  expedient  ;  perhaps,  and  it  is  only  per- 
haps. Clay  will  be  Secy,  of  State.  Our  Swedish  Treaty  is  still  un- 
decided. Mason  has  thought  of  making  a  motion  tomorrow  to 
reduce  the  Army  to  5000  men  ! 

Farewell,  with  affectionate  Regards  to  you  both  I  am  always 
yrs  R.  K. 
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R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Crawfords,  Feb.  17,  1817. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  reed,  to  day  yours  of  inelosing  a  letter  for  Trumbull.  I 
believe  that  you  are  misinformed  of  the  sum  to  be  paid  to  him  for 
two  or  three  of  his  Paintings  that  are  taken  by  the  Academy  of 
N.  Y.  He  told  me  that  he  had  asked  an  annuity  of  700  Dol.  for 
three  lives,  his  own,  his  wife's  and  his  natural  son  John  Ray's  : 
the  Academy  offered  &  he  has  accepted  an  annuity  during  his 
own  &  wife's  lives  and  the  life  of  the  survivor  of  900  Dol.  He 
has  made  his  arrangements  with  the  Pr.  respecting  the  public 
Pictures — a  part  is  to  be  paid  in  advance,  when  he  begins  each 
Picture,  the  residue  when  it  is  finished.  To  day  our  friend  Mason 
moved  a  resolution  which  will  be  debated  tomorrow,  or  the  day 
after,  to  reduce  the  army  to  5000  men,  and  a  motion  has  been 
under  debate  in  the  H.  of  R.  to  repeal  all  the  internal  taxes — the 
fate  of  these  projects  I  can't  predict :  if  not  now  adopted  they 
will  be  next  year.  To  day  I  have  learnt,  and  in  a  way  that  leaves 
me  little  doubt  of  the  truth,  that  J.  Q.  Adams  is  to  be  called 
home  to  fill  the  Dep.  of  State.  Crawford  and  Crowninshield  will 
remain  if  they  choose  ;  and  some  one  in  the  Western  Country 
will  be  picked  up  for  Secy,  of  War.  Campbell,  the  late  Secy,  of 
the  Treasury,  will  we  are  told  replace  Adams  at  London.  Clay 
has  been  offered  a  forn.  Mission  and  also  the  War  Office,  but  de- 
clined them.  Some  say  Crawford  will  not  continue  in  office,  but 
return  to  his  plantation.  It  may  be  safely  foretold  that  the  new 
Cabinet  will  not  long  act  harmoniously.     .     ,     . 

Yrs  &c. 
R.  K. 

R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Crawfords,  Feb.  19,  181 7. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  may  send  to  Mrs.  Gore  a  little  report  of  the  Party  given  last 
evening  by  the  French  Ambassador.  Two  houses  in  F.  Street, 
nearly  opposite  to  the  Bk  of  the  Metropolis,  have  been  furnished 
during  the  past  season.  These  are  occupied  by  the  Fr.  Minister  ; 
the  whole  of  the  lower  floor  was  opened  by  communicating  doors 
which  converted  the  two  houses  into  one.     At  an  early  hour  the 
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rooms  were  filled  ;  in  some  the  company  danced,  in  others 
played  cards,  and  the  whole  were  crowded  by  I  shd.  conjecture 
at  least  300  persons.  Madame  the  Queen  was  there,  and  better 
dressed,  as  well  as  better  looking,  than  usual  ;  the  new  Queen  did 
not  make  her  appearance  ;  the  corps  diplomatic  was  there. and  a 
good,  meaning  large,  majority  of  both  Houses  of  Congress  made 
no  small  addition  to  the  company.  The  chamber  floor  was  also 
open  and  supper  tables,  covered  with  a  profusion  of  good  things, 
were  placed  in  all  the  rooms  :  of  course  everything  was  cold  but 
very  well  arranged.  After  standing  and  walking  from  room  to 
room  till  I  was  tired,  I  saw  a  vacant  chair  in  a  corner,  where  I 
placed  myself  next  to  Monsr.  Correa,  the  Portuguese  Minister. 
We  were  engaged  in  conversation  when  of  a  sudden  I  observed  Col, 
&  Mrs.  T.  [rumbull]  coming  towards  me.  When  near  she  quitted 
her  husband's  arm,  and  sallying  towards  me,  almost  tumbled  into 
my  arms,  but  by  good  fortune  brought  up  on  an  empty  chair  on 
my  right.  She  immediately  began  in  expressions  of  joy  on  having 
found  me  ;  told  me  how  much  she  esteemed  me,  hoped  I  was  her 
friend  and  her  husband's  friend  ;  and  under  pretence  of  a  low 
conversation  put  her  mouth  to  my  ear.  Correa  expressed  in  his 
countenance  admiration,  and  all  who  passed  halted  to  observe 
our  tete-a-tete.  Just  now  the  ladies  finished  a  cotillion,  and 
were  looking  for  seats  ;  I  availed  myself  of  the  occasion  and  es- 
caped into  the  crowd,  leaving  the  lady  alongside  Mr.  Ambassa- 
dor. Mr  Otis,  who  with  his  family  were  guests,  happening  to 
appear,  she  made  out  to  rise  and  take  hold  of  him  beginning,  as 
with  me,  to  declare  her  esteem  for  him,  and  invoking  his  friend- 
ship for  her.  "  How  does  Mr.  Gore  do,  is  he  any  better,  and 
Mrs.  Gore,  she  I  hope  is  well  ?  he  is  one  of  my  best  friends,  he 
is  my  father,  he  gave  me  to  my  husband.  Oh,  how  much  I 
love  him  ;  he  is  my  husband's  friend,  and  I  love  him  even 
more  for  that,  than  for  anything  else."  Mr  O.  contrived  to  get 
clear.  When  advancing  into  the  middle  of  the  room  Mrs.  T.  met 
Mrs.  Fromentin,  no  small  obstacle  to  her  progress  ;  they  stood 
face  to  face,  and  Mrs  F,  looking  at  Mrs  T,  the  latter  exclaimed, 
pretty  audibly,  what  do  you  see,  wha)t  do  you  look  at  me  for  ; 
what  are  you  staring  at  ?  Mrs.  F.  made  no  reply  but  turning 
aside  met  Mr  Crawford,  who  asked  her  who  Mrs.  T.  was  ;  instead 
of  answering,  Mrs  F.  replied  there  is  her  husband,  pointing  to 
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to  Col.  T.  Like  a  tigress  she  immediately  turned  on  Crawford 
and  what  business  have  you  with  my  husband,  what  are  you  looking 
at  him  for  ?  what  is  it  to  you  that  he  is  my  husband  ?  Crawford  & 
Mrs  Fromentin  turned  their  backs,  and  soon  became  separated  from 
the  enraged  woman.  Supper  was  announced,  I  went  up  stairs 
and  as  the  Col.  &  Mrs  T.  did  not  appear  at  the  supper,  I  con- 
cluded that  he  carried  her  off  before  we  came  down,  as  I  saw  no 
more  of  them.  This  morning  I  saw  the  Col.  on  some  business,  he 
looked  as  usual  without  any  expression  of  mortification  in  his 
countenance.  I  had  thought  I  would  try  to  muster  up  fortitude 
to  tell  him  freely  how  much  his  own  character  suffered  by  this 
scandalous  conduct  of  his  wife  ;  but  his  amiable  countenance 
and  polite  manners  joined  to  the  uncertainty  how  such  a  com- 
munication wd.  be  reed.,  discouraged  me  ;  and  we  parted  as 
usual,  except  that  I  could  not  bring  myself  to  make  the  usual 
enquiry  concerning  his  wife.  Her  conduct  at  the  Bagots  was 
terrible,  but  I  had  heard  that  she  behaved  strangely  at  Mrs  Mad- 
ison's ;  the  conduct  last  evening  will  be  certain  to  exclude  her 
from  all  further  civilities  here.  Farewell 


R.  King  to  Thomas  Worthington. 

Crawfords,  Feby.  21,  1817. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  We  draw  fast  to  the  end  of  our  Session,  Of  a  sudden 
and  within  a  day  or  two  past,  a  resolution  has  been  made  and  de- 
bated in  the  H.  of  R.  to  repeal  all  internal  Taxes  :  today  it  has 
been  postponed  to  the  2nd  of  March,  which  is  equivalent  to  a 
negative.  In  the  Senate,  we  have  a  resolution  brought  forward 
to  reduce  the  army  to  5000  men.  If  the  Taxes  had  been  repealed, 
the  reduction  of  the  army  would  have  necessarily  followed  ;  but 
that  motion  failing,  I  think  it  probable  the  army  will  not  be 
reduced. 

I  am  not  sure  that  the  wave  which  will  be  certain  to  press  on 
the  next  Congress  will  not  almost  sweep  the  deck.  The  profusion 
of  the  public  expenditures,  the  unchecked  and  unsettled  advances 
which  have  been,  and,  I  fear,  still  are  made  at  the  Treasury,  have 
created  pretty  extensively  an  opinion  that  there  is  no  means  of 
limiting  the  grants  but  by  limiting  the  supplies. 
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Very  few  measures  of  importance  will  have  been  decided  by 
Congress  at  the  present  Session.  The  bill  appropriating  the 
Bonus  and  Profits  of  the  Bk.  of  the  U.  S.  for  canals  &c  has  passed 
the  House  and  is  before  the  Senate.  It  will  be  vigorously  opposed, 
but  may  perhaps  become  a  law  ;  considering  the  great  interest 
that  the  State  of  New  York  has  in  the  decision,  tho'  I  do  enter- 
tain some  doubts  on  the  subject,  I  shall  support  the  bill.     .     .     . 

very  faithfully  yours 

RuFUS  King. 
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John  Randolph  to  R.  King. 

Semmes',  Feb.  21,  1817. 
Dear  Sir  : 

You  will  not  I  hope  think  me  presuming,  or  obtrusive,  in  re- 
questing you  to  read  a  paper  which  is  in  the  hands  of  my  colleague 
Mr.  T.  M.  Nelson,  whom  I  have  requested  to  shew  it  you.  The 
flattering  notice  with  which  you  have  honoured  me  will  not,  I  hope, 
so  turn  my  head  as  to  make  me  forget  the  deference  due  to  your 
superiority  over  me  in  other  respects  as  well  as  age  ;  but  tenacious 
of  your  good  opinion  (laudati  viri)  I  cannot  consent  to  do  any 
thing  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  impair  it,  or  to  omit  any 
thing  which  may  seem  to  rectify  a  first  impression,  perhaps,  to  my 
prejudice.  I  declare  most  solemnly,  &  Mr.  Grosvenor  amidst  a 
host  of  witnesses  can  testify,  that  I  met  with  good  humour  (re- 
tracting publicly  my  charge  of  deficiency  in  wit)  the  premeditated 
retort  of  Mr.  Sheffey  on  Saturday  the  8th  instant.  I  say  pre- 
meditated, because  I  had  sportively  apprized  him  on  the  preced- 
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ing  Thursday  (or  Wednesday  I  forget  which)  of  my  intention  to 
retort  his  sarcasm  on  my  attack  upon  the  unchartered  banks  of 
the  District,  &  the  nature  of  the  retort  ;  so  that  his  extemporane- 
ous reply  was  the  study  of  at  least  two  days.  His  attack  on  the 
motion  to  repeal  the  internal  taxes  could  not  be  mistaken.  The 
observation  was  not  general ;  it  was  levelled  at  the  "  Policy  of  his 
colleague  (Mr.  R.)  which  could  make  the  defence  of  the  country 
depend  upon  the  forbearance  &  clemency  of  the  British  Ministry  " 
(Mr.  Bagot  an  auditor)  "  which  would  lay  this  country  bound  hand 
&  foot,  at  the  mercy  of  Great  Britain."  Circumstanced  as  I  am, 
a  blow  like  this  from  the  rear  rank  of  the  army  to  which  I  was  at- 
tached was  calculated,  as  I  have  no  doubt  it  was  intended,  to  be 
fatal.  I  saw  certain  long  eared  animals  prick  up  their  lugs  and 
open  their  owlish  eyes,  &  I  saw  at  once  the  baseness  &  duplicity 
&  cowardice  of  Mr.  S.  I  am  a  thin  skinned  animal  I  know  ;  but 
there  are  a  dozen  in  that  House  who  might  have  gone  (if  possible) 
farther,  without  obtaining  a  reply  from  me.  Mr.  S.  like  a  "  special 
attorney  "  endeavours  to  shift  the  cause  of  my  resentment  to  his 
clumsy  attempt  at  wit.  I  am  glad  that  he  gave  me  an  opportu- 
nity yesterday  to  pin  him  to  a  point.  Excuse  my  bothering  you 
with  this  egotism  ;  not  having  any  of  Mr.  S.'s  "  sweet  little 
pledges  "  to  repose  my  "  sorrows  "  upon  I  throw  a  part  of  the 
"  filth  "  *  upon  you.  With  Perfect  respect  &  great  regard 
I  am  Dear  Sir  your  faithful  Servant. 

John  Randolph  of  Roanoke. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Feb.  23,  1817. 

Poor  Grosvenor  continues  dangerously  ill,f  and  I  am  really 
afraid  will  die.  Sym  was  called  in  last  evening,  said  his  case  was 
very  critical,  and  by  his  advice,  after  repeated  &  copious  bleeding 
and  purging,  calomel  is  given  in  quantities  to  produce  a  speedy 
salivation  ;  indeed  they  talk  of  rubbing  in  the  mercury  to  hasten 
this  effect,  and  to  shave  and  blister  his  head.     Mr.  Randolph  also 

*  Excepted  to  by  Mr.  R.  as  an  unparliamentary  term,  and  pronounced  yes- 
terday by  Mr.  Speaker  Clay  to  be  "  in  order,"  as  applied  to  a  member,  "  the 
filth  which  the  gent,  has  cast  so  liberally  upon  me."  See  Bear  Garden  and 
Hockley  in  the  Hole. 

f  In  bed  very  sick. 
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is  in  bed,  cold,  debility  &  spasms — but  his  constitution  is  so  un- 
common that  altho'  it  may  carry  him  on  for  some  time,  perhaps  a 
long  time,  still  it  may  fail  him  &  that  of  a  sudden.     He  has  been 
engaged  in  a  bitter  controversy  in  the  H.  of  R.  with  Sheffey.    His 
power  of  invective   was  never  before  carried  so  far,  nor  before 
produced  so  much  feeling  for  the  assailed.     He  intends  to  decline 
a  reelection  &  probably  will  go  no  more  to  the  House  during  the 
session.     The  motion  to  repeal  the  internal  taxes  is  laid  over  till 
next  session  ;  that,  to  reduce  the  army  will  also  fail.     Trumbull's 
bargain  with  the  Pr.  is  completed.     For  the  four  Pictures  he  is  to 
receive  thirty  two  thousand   Dollars,  eight  of  which  are  to  be  in 
advance.     I  am  to  move  an  amendment  in  the  appropriation  Bill 
tomorrow  for  the  8000   in  advance  &  the  residue  as  the  Pictures 
are  finished.     On  a  call  for  information  respecting  the  negotia- 
tion with  Spain,  we  yesterday  received  a  report  from  the  Dept.  of 
State  in  substance  to  this  effect.     In  Aug.  last  Mr.  G.  W.  Erving 
in  a  note  to  Cavallos  stated  the  points  in  wh.  he  was  authorized 
to  negotiate  at  Madrid,      i.  Compensation  for  the  suspension  of 
our  Deposits  at  N.  Orleans.     2d.  Compensation  for  spoliation, 
3d.  an  adjustment  of  the  boundaries  of  Louisiana.     After  waiting 
a  time,  he  asked  for  an  answer,  &  was  told  that  the  preparations 
to  receive  the  Princess  of  Brazills  interrupted  all  business.     After 
some  time   he   repeated  his  demand,  and  was  informed   that  the 
festivities  on   the  King's  marriage  prevented  an  attention  to  the 
ordinary  occupations.    These  past,  on  the  third  time  of  asking,  he 
was  answered  that  on  recurring  to  the  Correspondence  of   Don 
Onis,  he  had  perceived  that  the  President  had  expressed  a  regret 
that  their  Minister  did  not  possess  powers  to  negotiate  on  all 
matters  of  difference  at  Wa.shington,  and  that  as  the  King  was  de- 
sirous of  giving  a  proof  of  great  desire  of  doing  what  was  agreea- 
ble to  the  President,  he  had  resolved  to  send  full  powers  to  Don 
Onis  &  to  transfer  the  negotiations  to  theU.  S.     This  completely 
threw  Mr.  Erving  out.     On  the  resumption  of  the  business  here, 
Monroe   repeated  Erving's  points,  and  after  a  note  or  two  ex- 
changed between  the  Negotiators,  took  up  the  question  of  bound- 
aries ;  and  in  order  to  avoid  the  examination  of  claims,  proposed 
an  exchange  of  Territory  ;  the  U.  S.  taking  the  Floridas,  and  giv- 
ing for  them  the  portion  of  Louisiana  lying  between  the  Bravo  & 
Colorado  Rivers.     The  Spaniard  replied  that  he  has  no  positive 
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power  to  cede  ;  but  for  an  equivalent  wd.  recommend  to  his 
Court  to  cede  the  Floridas,  protesting  ag't  Mr.  Monroe's  equiva- 
lent by  asserting  that  the  territory  he  had  offered  belonged  already 
to  his  master,  and  much  more  of  Louisiana  also.  He  then  proposed 
to  recommend  the  cession  of  the  Floridas  to  the  U.  S.,  they  con- 
senting to  retrocede  all  Louisiana,  west  of  the  Mississippi — this 
Monroe  refused,  and  offers  to  negotiate  on  the  other  points, 
which  Don  Onis  refused  on  the  plea,  that  unless  a  Treaty  could  be 
made  on  all  the  points,  a  good  understanding  &  reciprocal  tran- 
quillity could  not  be  expected.     Here  we  are  about  as  we  were 

ten  years  ago. 

Farewell. 


R.  King  to  Mr.  Gore. 

Crawfords,  March  2,  1817. 
My  Dear  Sir  : 

To  day,  as  I  have  done  each  Sunday,  I  confine  myself  to  my 
room  taking  a  bowl  of  broth  only  for  my  dinner.  As  usual  many 
bills  are  crowded  upon  us  on  the  last  day  or  two  of  the  session. 
Tomorrow  is  our  last  day  ;  we  shall  meet  at  9  a.  m.,  and  not  be 
discharged  before  that  hour  p.  M.  An  important  bill  *  passed 
both  houses  yesterday,  which  appropriates  all  the  dividends  that 
shall  be  received  on  the  stock  of  the  U.  S.  in  the  Bank,  together 
with  the  I  &  ^  Millions  to  be  paid  by  the  Bank  for  its  charter,  to 
Roads  &  Canals,  (the  aggregate,  if  the  Bank  divide  8  p.  c.  will  be 
about  12,700,000  or  an  annual  average  for  20  years  of  635,000 
dollars)  to  be  apportioned  among  the  States,  according  to  their 
number  of  Representatives  in  Congress  ;  the  quotas  from  time 
to  time  to  be  vested  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  the 
funded  debt  of  the  U.  S.  &  in  the  names  of  the  States  respect- 
ively, and  to  be  applied  within  the  States  under  the  joint  assent 
of  Congress  and  the  several  States  ;  provided  that  the  quota  of 
one  State  by  its  consent  may  be  expended  in  another  State. 
Neither  army  nor  taxes  are  reduced  this  session.  Two  millions 
in  addition  to  the  8  mil.  are  added  to  the  sinkg.  fund — and  more- 
over 9  millions  in  the  Treasury  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  are 
also  to  be  in  like  manner  applied  in  the  course  of  a  year  towards 

*  This  bill  was  vetoed  by  the  President  on  the  ground  that  Congress  had  no 
constitutional  power  to  make  such  an  appropriation. 


l8l7]  LIFE  AND   CORRESPONDENCE.  65 

paying  off  the  pub.  Debt.  The  treasury  notes  received  in  pay- 
ment of  taxes  are  to  be  cancelled,  and  such  parts  of  Laws  as  still 
authorise  further  issue  of  Try.  notes  are  to  be  repealed.* 

The  town  is  all  engaged  in  practising  a  Quip  on  the  foolish 
Dick  Derby,  whose  former  folly  in  this  place  shd.  have  restrained 
him  from  reappearing  here  again.  Where  it  began,  I  have  not 
heard,  but  I  believe  among  some  of  the  gentlemen  on  Capitol 
Hill.  It  being  a  common  rumour  that  Mr.  Adams  is  to  return 
home  to  fill  the  Dept.  of  State,  somebody  to-day  suggested  it  to 
Derby  in  much  confidence  that  among  other  names,  he  had  heard 
his  spoken  of  as  a  fit  character  to  succeed  Mr.  Adams  at  London. 
The  Quip  was  so  managed  that  this  communication  was  in  a  few 
days  made  to  Derby  by  a  dozen  persons,  and  in  a  way  to  repre- 
sent the  greater  probability  of  his  appointment  than  that  of  any 
other  person  who  had  been  spoken  of.  He  became  completely 
the  dupe,  and  has  written  letters  on  the  subject  to  Mr.  &  Mrs. 
Madison,  Mr.  &  Mrs.  Monroe,  Mrs.  Bagot,  de  Neuville,  Decatur 
and  others,  and  from  morning  till  evening  is  receiving  the  com- 
pliments of  those  he  sees,  on  the  almost  certainty  of  his  appoint- 
ment. He  is  wholly  insensible  of  the  ridiculous  part  he  is 
performing,  and  soberly  thinks  he  shall  be  nominated  on  Wednes- 
day by  Mr.  Monroe  as  Minister  to  London.  Hunter  of  the  Senate 
has  lent  himself  to  the  Quip  and  allowed  himself  to  be  recom- 
mended to  Derby  as  his  Secretary  of  Legation  ;  has  even  spoken 
to  Derby  on  the  subject,  who  reed,  the  application  with  much 
gravity,  and  declined  being  explicit  ;  tho'  he  gave  some  reasons 
to  expect  that  Hunter  wd.  be  accepted.  This  morning  he  called 
three  times  on  Hanson,  before  he  obtained  an  interview,  in  which 
he  told  H.  that  he  had  good  reasons  to  believe  that  he  shd.  be 
sent  as  Minister  to  London,  and  that  he  had  been  very  anxious, 
and  particularly  during  yesterday  &  last  night,  whom  he  should 
take  as  his  Secretary  ;  that  Mr.  Hunter  had  been  recommended 
to  him,  but  that  he  preferred  him,  Mr.  Hanson,  and  came  to  know 

*  Mr.  King  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Worthington,  March  i,  1817,  says  : 
"  This  bill  has  met  with  strenuous  opposition  ;  if  the  money  be  prudently 
managed  and  judiciously  applied  it  will  commence  and  do  a  great  deal  towards 
the  execution  of  improvements  not  only  of  great  advantage  in  a  pecuniary 
sense,  but  still  greater  value  in  a  political  one  ;  as  it  will  bring  us  nearer  to 
each  other  and  serve  to  bind  us  more  firmly  together  by  the  bond  of  common 
interest." 

VOL.  VI. — 5 
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if  ho  would  accept  tlie  Office.  Hanson  disijualified  himself,  ex- 
tolled Hunter  but  finally  consented,  &  Derby  left  him  with  marks 
of  great  satisfaction.     Nothing  can  be  more  ridiculous  than  the 

foolishness  that  he  is  committing. 

faithfully  yrs. 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  Mar.  13,  1817. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  The  inauguration  consumed  the  4th,  and  on  the  5th  the  new 
ministry,  with  some  unimportant  appointments  were  made — Adams, 
Shelby,  Crawford  &  Crowninshield.  .  .  .  The  Senate  adjourned 
sine  die.  Campbell.,  as  I  expected,  perhaps  still  expects  the  mission 
to  England.  It  seems  by  new^spaper  articles  that  the  explanation 
which  Mr.  Coles  carried  to  St.  Petersburgh,  respecting  the  im- 
prisonment of  the  Russian  Consul  at  Philadelphia,  has  been  satis- 
factory and  that  Pinkney  will  arrive  under  favorable  circumstances 
at  the  Russian  Court.  His  mission  to  Naples  absolutely  failed  ; 
in  a  final,  and  definitive  note  sent  to  him  by  the  Neapolitan  Govt., 
he  was  told  almost  in  words,  but  fully  in  substance,  what  I  told 
the  Senate  would  be  the  reply  to  his  demand.  The  Neapolitan 
Govt,  deny  all  obligation  to  compensate  those  who  suffered  by 
the  Usurpation  of  Murat ;  they  assert  that  they  themselves  were 
the  greatest  sufferers  ;  that  they  maintained  themselves  in  a  por- 
tion of  their  dominions  ;  constantly  resisted  the  Usurper,  sup- 
ported as  he  was  by  the  armies  of  a  great  power  ;  that  the 
reclamation  shd.  have  been  made  during  the  possession  of  the 
Usurper,  who  applied  no  part  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Amer.  prop- 
erty to  the  advantage  of  Naples,  but  divided  the  same  among  his 
family  and  favorites.  This  I  have  not  from  our  Govt.,  but  in  a 
way  that  leaves  no  doubt  of  its  truth.  It  is  not  easy  to  foretell 
the  course  wh.  Mr.  Monroe  will  pursue.  I  think  he  will  meet 
with  difficulties  ;  already,  or  I  mistake  much,  combinations  are 
beginning  in  reference  to  the  next  Presidential  Election.  The 
Champions  will  be  more  numerous  than  is  commonly  believed  ; 
this  State  will  offer  at  least  two  Candidates,  from  the  pure  corps 
of  Patriots  :  the  disappearance  of  Federalists  is  followed  by 
facts  and  animosities,  which  will  divide  the  country  up  into  as 
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many  tribes,  as  there  shall  be  chiefs  to  inspire  a  hope  of  suc- 
cess.    ...  I  am  faithfully  yrs. 

R.  K. 

///  R.  King's  handwriting. 

Much  of  the  time  of  the  late  Session  of  Congress  was  consumed 
in  attempts  to  amend  the  Law  of  a  former  Session,  which  estab- 
lished a  Commission  to  ascertain  and  liquidate  the  claims  for 
Horses,  waggons  and  other  property  destroyed  or  lost  during  the 
War.  Special  Laws  have  been  passed,  granting  compensation 
for  houses,  stores,  workshops,  bridges  and  personal  property  de- 
stroyed or  taken  in  the  course  of  the  War.  In  the  discussion  of 
these  claims,  principles  of  National  Law,  of  policy  and  of  public 
duty,  if  not  altogether  new,  certainly  not  formerly  acknowledged 
and  practiced  upon  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  were  asserted 
and  sanctioned.  In  all  cases  of  the  destruction  of  property  by 
our  army,  it  has  been  contended,  and  in  general  successfully,  that 
the  U.  S.  are  bound  to  grant  compensation  to  the  sufferers. 
Some  have  been  desirous  to  extend  the  grant  of  compensation  to 
every  case  of  loss,  or  injury  that  was  occasioned  by  the  War, 
whether  the  same  happened  by  our  own  acts  or  those  of  the  En- 
emy ;  and  the  disposition  to  compensate  for  losses,  where  it  is 
uncertain  whether  they  happened  by  our  own  acts,  or  those  of  the 
Enemy,  has  generally  prevailed.  The  frequent  recurrence  of 
War  has  made  it  almost  necessary  that  Rules  of  a  fixed  character 
should  be  established  and  applied  by  every  Nation  on  the  subject 
of  losses  sustained  by  individuals.  Unless  such  Rules  do  exist, 
there  must  be  much  want  of  equity  in  the  distribution  of  compen- 
sation for  losses  ;  some  claimants  receiving  more,  and  others  less 
than  their  actual  losses,  and  many,  for  want  of  attention,  know- 
ledge of  the  Law  and  proper  assistance,  receiving  nothing.  War 
is  a  calamity  to  every  Nation,  which,  like  other  misfortunes,  is 
almost  sure  to  fall  unequally  upon  individuals,  and  hitherto  no 
system  of  philanthropy,  or  of  ethics,  has  imposed  upon  a  Nation 
the  obligation  to  equalize  among  all  its  members  the'^losses  and 
sufferings  which  War  brings  upon  a  People.  These,  like  'other 
losses,  which  in  the  course  of  a  wise  Providence  are  cast'upon  in- 
dividuals, must  in  general  be  borne  by  the  sufferers.     Nations 
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cannot,  perhaps  ought  not  to,  attempt  to  indemnify  or  to  equalize 
these  afflictions.  If  war  be  a  calamity  that  in  the  moral  govern- 
ment of  the  world  is  inflicted  on  Nations  as  a  punishment  ;  if 
moreover  the  sufferings  which  it  produces  are  calculated  to  re- 
restrain  Rulers  from  too  hasty  and  inconsiderate  making  of  wars, 
it  may  deserve  inquiry,  whether  in  morality  or  policy,  the  uni- 
versal indemnity  for  the  losses  of  War  be  a  measure  of  prudence 
or  discretion. 

In  the  War  of  the  Revolution  no  such  duty  was  acknowledged, 
nor  did  any  such  practice  obtain.  The  destruction  of  buildings 
by  order  of  Amer.  Generals  at  Plattsburgh,  Baltimore  and  New 
Orleans  has  been  paid  for  ;  the  bridges  and  some  of  the  private 
houses  burnt  at  Washington,  have  likewise  been  paid  for.  The 
commission  to  ascertain  and  liquidate  claims  for  the  horses, 
waggons  and  other  things  in  the  pub.  service,  lost,  taken,  or 
destroyed  during  the  war  is  continued,  the  Senate  having  dis- 
agreed to  a  project  of  the  H.  of  R.,  to  abolish  this  Com.  and  to 
transfer  the  business  to  the  accountant  of  the  W.  Dept. 

The  amount  of  these  indemnities  will  be  very  considerable, 
and  in  general  can  only  be  justified  by  a  principle  which  comes 
pretty  near  to  that  of  a  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  which  makes 
compensation  for  the  losses  of  any  of  its  members. 

Another  subject  that  consumed  at  least  the  fourth  part  of  the 
time  of  the  late  Session  of  Congress,  was  the  Compensation  Law. 
However  questionable  the  provisions  and  the  prudence  of  the 
Compensation  may  have  been,  it  must  be  confessed  that  an  import- 
ance was  given  to  the  Law,  and  it  was  employed  to  produce 
effects  far  more  general  as  well  as  more  decisive,  than,  having^ 
regard  to  its  provisions,  it  ought  to  have  done. 

That  the  Compensation  should  be  increased,  no  sober  man  will 
dispute.  The  deterioration  of  the  value  of  money  during  the 
last  27  years  is  everywhere  known,  and  from  the  general  pros- 
perity of  the  country  during  the  greater  part  of  this  period  it 
must  be  acknowledged  that  what  was  thought  a  fit  compensation 
in  1789,  is  an  unfit  and  insufficient  one  in  1817. 

What  is  a  proper  compensation  now,  or  how  much  the  old  com- 
pensation should  be  increased,  must  depend  on  so  many  con- 
siderations, that  to  find  men,  and  honest  men,  disagreeing  about 
it  is  not  extraordinary.      Perhaps  a  per  diem,  of  from  8  to  10 
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Dollars  would  be  approved  by  almost  every  State  in  the  Union. 
If  for  the  whole  number  of  days  that  Congress  was  in  session 
between  the  3rd  of  March  1816  and  the  3rd  Mar.  181 7,  the 
members  had  been  paid  10  Dolls,  a  day,  the  sum  would  be  just 
1500.  dolls.,  if  only  9.  Dolls,  per.  day  be  allowed,  the  compensa- 
tion would  have  been  150  dolls,  less.  It  was  not  the  sum  so 
much  as  the  making  the  compensation  an  annual  salary,  that 
appears  to  have  excited  the  general  disapprobation. 

A  salary  is  commonly  received  by  those  whose  whole  time  & 
thought  all  the  year  is  consumed  in  the  public  service.  It  is 
known  to  every  one  that  a  part  only,  and  the  smaller  part  of  the 
time  of  a  member  of  Congress,  is  employed  in  the  public  service, 
and  it  could  not  fail  to  excite,  what  it  has  excited,  a  general  dis- 
satisfaction that  the  members  of  Congress  should  be  receiving 
pay  for  the  time  during  which  they  were  at  home  and  employed 
in  their  private  concerns  and  occupations  ;  for  such  was  the 
belief  of  a  majority  of  the  People — an  opinion  that  arose  from 
the  common  notion  of  a  salary,  and  which  the  numerous  office- 
seekers  and  candidates  for  Congress,  diligently  inculcated  and 
inflamed. 

The  course  adopted  by  Congress,  after  a  good  deal  of  recrim- 
ination between  the  members  and  the  manifestations  of  dis- 
satisfaction on  the  result  of  the  election,  was  perhaps  the  wisest 
which  they  could  have  followed.  The  public  condemnation  of 
the  Law  could  not  be  denied  ;  the  propriety  of  its  repeal  ap- 
peared to  be  equally  indisputable.  But  when  the  repeal  should 
take  effect  and  what  should  be  the  Rule  of  Compensation  were 
questions  respecting  which  a  difference  of  opinion  soon  mani- 
fested itself.  To  make  the  repeal  retrospect,  interfered  with 
what  had  been  lawfully  done  ;  to  provide  different  compensa- 
tions for  the  two  sessions  of  the  term  of  the  Representatives,  or 
for  different  portions  of  the  same  session  could  be  justified  by 
no  obvious  principle  of  remuneration  or  of  equity.  To  receive  the 
salary  and  repeal  the  Law  which  grants  it,  and  at  the  same  time 
revive  the  old  and  insufficient  compensation  for  their  successors 
would  have  been  a  measure  justly  liable  to  censure  for  its  illib- 
erality  and  selfishness.  The  course  pursued  was  to  repeal  all 
Laws  providing  compensation,  the  repeal  to  take  effect  after  the 
end  of  the  session.     By  this  proceeding  Congress  submit  their 
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own  judgment  to  the  public  opinion,  and  they  leave  entirely  open 
to  their  successors,  a  majority  of  whom  will  be  new  members, 
the  question  of  settling  their  own  compensation. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  Apr.  17,  1817. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

According  to  appearances  Govr.  Brooks  is  reelected  your 
Governor,  and  by  an  increased  majority.  In  Connecticut  the 
wisdom  of  the  wise  as  they  esteemed  themselves  is  turned  to 
foolishness.  Is  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  while  in  Mass.  a 
clamour  has  been  raised  against  the  Liberals  in  matters  of 
religion,*  the  too  rigid  adherence  to  the  platform  in  Connecticut 
has  overturned  the  calvinistic  Rulers,  and  introduced  in  their 
stead  what  is  called  there  the  Friends  of  Toleration.  I  have 
heard  that  the  Former  are  disappointed  and  mortified  ;  as  regards 
the  order  of  Connecticut,  I  have  no  apprehension  that  Mr. 
Wolcott's  administration  will  be  less  favorable  than  Mr.  Smith's. 
In  this  State,  after  a  good  deal  of  jockeying  &  much  of  extra- 
ordinary coalition,  among  men  who  have  censured  each  other  in 
the  coarsest  and  bitterest  language,  Mr.  Clinton  will  be  chosen 
without  opposition  ;  and  the  Legislature  will  be  composed  of  the 
fit  men  to  promote  his  views  :  what  are  Mr.  Tompkins'  sentiments 
concerning  Mr.  Clinton's  election,  I  cannot  ascertain  ;  but  if,  as 
I  conjecture,  he  looks  forward  a  step  beyond  his  present  station, 
neither  he  nor  the  chief  at  Washington  can  be  gratified  by  the 
success  of  Mr.  Clinton.  I  yesterday  crossed  in  the  steam  Boat 
with  General  Swift  who  has  returned  from  Washington  ;  he  said 
that  while  there  he  heard  something  about  a  Treaty  of  Commerce 
between  Eng.,  Russia  and  the  U.  S.  :  some  such  project  may  have 
been  proposed  by  us,  perhaps  by  Russia  ;  but  as  I  understand 
English  Policy,  it  will  not  be  favorably  considered  by  her.  She 
has  a  prudent  antipathy  to  concert,  or  league,  in  matters  of 
Nautical  Regulations  ;  has  uniformly  aimed  to  dissolve  the  same, 
and  succeeded  in  making  separate  Treaties  with  the  powers  which 
had  combined  against  her.  She  must  change  her  system,  or 
*  Hildreth,  Hist,  of  U.  S.  vi.,  pp.  597-6o2. 
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disagree  to  a  Treaty  to  which  Russia  &  the  U.  S.  are  parties  on  one 
side  and  England  on  the  other.  Whether  Mr.  Gallatin  has  com- 
mitted some  indiscretion  in  the  affairs  of  France  ;  or  the  dissatis- 
faction which  is  expressed  that  our  Govt,  did  not  give  the 
expected  satisfaction  respecting  the  Toast  of  the  Baltimore 
Postmaster,  be  the  true  motive,  is  more  than  I  know  ;  but  it  is 
understood  that  the  Duke  de  Richelieu  gives  no  answer  to  Mr, 
Gallatin's  Notes  and  that  we  are  in  disfavor  at  Paris — of  Pinkney 

&  Ewing  I  have  lately  heard  nothing.     .     .     . 

faithfully  yrs. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  May  15,  1817. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

.  .  Some  men  are  taking  great  Pains,  that  President 
Monroe  should  be  received  with  great  Splendour  &  Respect.* 
It  is  said  to  be  necessary  to  show  all  Party  Spirit  done  away,  & 
to  attain  the  Favour  of  the  Govt,  to  this  State,  and  that  if  our 
Militia  be  properly  arrayed  before  him  as  a  mark  of  attention,  he 
will  be  afraid  of  discomposing  the  Temper  of  Mass.  The  Govr, 
will  do  all  that  is  due  from  him  to  the  President.  It  is  not 
probable  he  will  be  goaded  to  do  more,  altho'  great  Efforts 
are  making  to  show  higher  Respect  now  than  to  Prest.  Wash- 
ington.    .     .     . 

We  have  to  learn  the  Course  of  Connecticut  with  her  New 
Rulers.  I  confess  my  Fears  are  great  that  before  long  we  shall 
there  have  the  worst  of  Democracy,  In  your  State  the  Patriots 
appear  to  be  quarreling  with  each  other.  Can  or  will  any  Good 
arise  to  the  virtuous  part  of  the  Community  from  these  Broils  ? 
Clinton  &  Monroe  are  said  to  be  making  their  Parties  here  for  the 
next  presidential  Election.  ^ours  truly, 

C.  Gore. 

R.  King  to  C.  Gore, 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  June  12,  1817. 
My  Dr.  Sir  : 

The  President  arrived  in  town  on  Wednesday,  having  passed 
the  preceeding  day  with  the  Vice  Pr.  at  Staten  Island  ;  having  on 
*  The  President  was  making  a  tour  through  the  Eastern  States. 


72  A'UFUS  KING.  [1817 

consideration  thought  it  expedient  to  make  my  congratulations  & 
compliments,  I  went  to  town  in  season  to  be  there  on  his  arrival. 
An  appartment  of  ceremony  was  assigned  to  him  in  the  City  Hall, 
whither  I  went  as  soon  as  the  crowd  was  a  little  dispersed  in  Broad 
Way.  The  Pr.  reed,  me  as  he  had  been  accustomed  to  do  with 
expressions  of  consideration.  Quarters  were  taken  for  his  private 
accommodation  at  a  new  pub.  house  that  has  been  lately  opened 
in  Wall  street.  He  invited  me  to  dine  with  him  at  5  o'c.  After 
the  presentations  were  a  little  over,  he  came  up  to  me,  and  made 
the  usual  enquiries  of  civility — this  offered  me  an  opportunity  of 
requesting  him  to  come  and  pass  a  day  with  me  here,  he  civilly 
intimated  the  pressure  of  his  engagements,  and  would  if  he  could. 
At  5  ock.  I  went  to  his  house,  several  members  of  the  Cincinnati, 
the  Vice  President,  Gov.  Clinton,  the  Mayor  with  others  including 
his  military  and  naval  Cortege,  making  a  company  of  25  or  30 
were  his  guests.  Before  dinner  he  come  to  me  and  entered  into 
conversation  concerning  his  tour,  and  the  motives  which  recom- 
mended it  to  him.  Men  in  pub.  places  speak  in  generals,  and  so, 
whether  in  earnest  or  otherwise,  that  nothing  of  particularity  can 
or  ought  to  be  inferred  from  their  conversations  of  this  sort.  The 
correct  choice  and  selection  of  the  points  of  defence,  and  the 
adoption,  and  execution  of  the  plans  of  fortification,  so  that  the 
works  should  be  of  permanent  duration,  serving  for  the  protection 
of  the  country  hereafter  as  at  present,  were  the  main  purpose  of 
his  journey.  In  addition  to  which  the  pub.  attention  would  be 
attracted  towards  these  great  national  objects  ;  jealousies  might 
be  softened,  and  the  Spirit  of  party  lessened.  I  expressed  my 
satisfaction,  and  added  that  in  the  principles  of  our  Constitutions 
and  Laws,  in  our  manners  and  language,  as  well  as  in  our  occu- 
pations and  enterprize  there  was  more  of  identity,  than  existed 
perhaps,  in  these  particulars,  in  any  other  country  ;  that  our  peo- 
ple were  susceptible  of  great  animation  &:  of  enthusiasm,  and 
were  devoted  to  the  free  institutions  of  the  General  &  State  Govts.; 
that  such  people  had  the  strongest  claims  on  their  Govt,  which 
owed  to  them  in  return,  confidence,  affection  and  the  most  impar- 
tial and  faithful  execution  of  its  duties.  To  all  this  the  Pr. 
assented — to  this  purpose  the  conversation  continued  for  some 
time  &  until  the  dinner  was  announced.  To  day  he  has  gone  to 
visit  West  Point  and  will  afterwards  view  the  works,  or  defences 
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at  the  Narrows  and  at  Sandy  Hook.  He  then  proceeds  down  the 
Sound,  will  examine  with  Genl.  Swift,  who  accompanies  him,  the 
ports  of  New  London,  and  its  vicinity — and  will  then  take  New 
Port  &  Providence  in  his  way  to  your  Metropolis.  I  understood 
from  Swift  that  he  was  at  the  request  of  y'r  adjutant  Genl.  to  give 
seasonable  notice  of  the  time  when  the  President  would  arrive  on 
your  confines,  where  he  wd.  be  rec'd  by  a  Military  Escort,  who 
would  attend  him  to  Boston  where  a  distinguished  Military  Re- 
ception would  be  given  to  him  by  Gov.  Brooks.  Whether  he  goes 
in  to  N.  Hampshire  or  further  I  have  not  inquired  nor  have  I 
heard  what  route  he  will  take  on  his  return,  tho'  I  conjecture 
that  he  will  cross  the  country  to  Vermont,  take  a  look  at  Platts- 
burg,  and  then  proceed  thro'  the  western  part  of  our  State  to 
Niagara.  The  Reception  wh.  the  Pr.  has  rec'd  at  N.  Y.  has  been 
a  flattering  one  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  has  been  pleased 
with  it  :  that  wh.  awaits  him  in  Mass.  will  probably  be  still  more 
gratifying,  as  he  might  have  anticipated  it.  We  have  no  other 
topic  of  communication  except  that  of  the  Pr's  tour,     .     .     . 

Farewell  yrs.  always  affectionately 

In  a  letter  to  his  son  Edward  in  Ohio,  June  5,  18 17,  Mr. 
King,  after  sending  him  some  particular  statements  as  to 
the  welfare  of  his  sons'  families  about  New  York  and  of  his 
farming  operations  at  Jamaica,  gives  an  account  of  his  own 
brother  Cyrus's  death.  He  had  been  a  member  of  Congress 
in  the  recent  session,  and,  as  it  appears,  had  taken  an 
earnest  part  in  its  deliberations. 

"  I  think  I  mentioned  to  you  in  my  last  letter,  that  my  brother 
Cyrus  died  of  an  Erysipelas,  or  as  it  is  commonly  called  St. 
Anthony's  Fire.  I  think  his  physicians  mistook  his  case,  but  per- 
haps not.  He  was  a  man  of  unblemished  integrity,  strong  talents 
and  as  strong  passions  ;  beloved  and  respected  by  friends  and 
neighbours.  He  has  left  a  young  family,  and  in  circumstances 
which  are  tolerably  easy." 
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R.  K.ING  TO  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  June  21,  1817. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  The  President  has  been  ten  days  at,  and  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  City  ;  he  has  visited  West  Point  &  inspected  the  ap- 
proaches to  our  City  by  land  &  water,  and  shown  himself  to,  & 
been  seen  and  approached  by  all  the  world.  This  course  has,  as 
I  think,  been  favorable  to  him,  tho'  I  also  think  that  he  has  staid 
long  enough,  and  that  his  departure  for  New  Haven  yesterday 
was  not  too  soon.  His  expenses  of  every  kind  have,  as  I  have 
heard,  been  defrayed  by  the  City  Corporation  ;  the  same  course 
will  probably  be  followed  by  your  Metropolis.  Govr.  Wolcott 
was  to  be  at  New  Haven  to  receive  the  President ;  he  wd.  pro- 
ceed to  New  London,  New  Port,  &  Providence,  thence  to  the 
Head  Quarters  of  good  principles.  He  will  visit  Portsmouth  and, 
if  your  committee  of  arrangements  should  have  a  suitable  vessel 
all  ready,  and  shd.  offer  the  same,  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
he  would  extend  his  journey  of  inspection  to  Portland,  and  take 
Portsmouth  on  his  return.  He  intimated  to  me  that  he  Avas  in- 
clined, if  he  should  find  time,  to  pursue  this  route.  He  proposes 
going  across  the  country  from  Portsmouth  to  Plattsburg,  thence 
along  Lake  Ontario  to  Niagara,  whence  he  will  proceed  to 
Detroit,  return  thro'  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  cross  the  Mountains 
homeward  on  horse  back.  I  don't  think  he  is  entirely  recovered 
from  the  attack  of  fever  which  he  suffered  at  Washington.  The 
south  shore  of  the  lakes  are  unhealthy  in  July  &  August ;  and 
the  fatigue  of  traveling  at  that  season  will  increase  the  hazard  to 
which  he  will  be  exposed.  I  have  heard  that  great  numbers  of 
all  politics  visited  the  Pr.  while  in  the  City.  I  was  invited  to  ac- 
company him  to  West  Point,  but  did  not  ;  I  went  to  meet  him  at 
the  Narrows,  or  west  end  of  our  Island,  and  accompanied  him  to 
Sandy  Hook.  He  spoke  on  various  subjects  with  freedom  ;  ap- 
peared not  disposed  to  avoid  any  topic  that  is  was  desired  to 
speak  of  ;  asked  in  an  obliging  manner  concerning  you  and  your 
health.  I  answered  him  by  saying  among  other  things  that  your 
health  was  not  good  ;  and  as  you  were  much  confined  at  home  on 
this  account,  that  I  hoped  he  wd.  take  an  opportunity  of  calling 
on  you  while  at  Boston.  Without  being  explicit,  he  expressed 
himself  so  as  to  have  no  doubt  that  he  wd.  make  you  a  visit,  in 
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case  he  can  do  it  without  a  departure  from  his  plan  of  traveling. 
He  did  not  come  to  Jamaica.  If  your  Health  permit,  I  hope  you 
will  go  to  town  to  make  him  a  visit.  While  on  the  one  hand  I 
wd.  show  no  solicitude  to  manifest  any  zeal  on  this  occasion,  I 
would  avoid  the  appearance  either  of  dissatisfaction,  or  of  the 
want  of  respect  for  the  first  Magistrate  of  the  nation.     .     ,     . 

I  am  affectionately  yrs. 

R.  K. 

R.  King  to    Jeremiah  Mason. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  July  4,  1817. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Accept  my  acknowledgements  for  the  very  obliging  letter  that 
you  have  written  to  me.  I  was  sorry  to  see  it  announced  that 
you  had  relinquished  your  seat  in  the  Senate.  To  the  force  of 
some  of  the  motives  that  have  influenced  you  on  this  occasion  I 
am  not  insensible.  But  that  you  have  done  no  good,  and  think  it 
doubtful  whether  you  would  be  able  to  do  any  by  continuing  in 
the  Senate,  I  am  not  willing  to  admit  or  to  believe  ;  on  the  con- 
trary, for  maxims  of  Govt.,  principles  of  administration,  and  views 
of  general  policy,  which  cannot  fail  to  promote  the  public  welfare, 
I  am  quite  sure,  that  our  colleagues  and  the  country  owe  us 
something.  It  is  true  that  we  have  had  to  contend  with  preju- 
dices constantly  working  against  us,  and  with  jealousies  which 
caused  men  to  vote  in  opposition  to  us  as  well  as  to  their  own 
convictions.  These  are  discouraging  circumstances,  but  they 
perhaps  necessarily  belong  to  our  political  system,  which  altho' 
less  conducive  than  might  be  desired  to  the  greater  prevalence  of 
exact  justice,  is  nevertheless  better  fitted  to  our  character  and 
conditions,  and  more  certain  to  promote  the  growth  of  the  strength 
and  wealth  of  the  nation  than  any  other  system.  The  President 
is  by  this  time  in  Boston,  where  as  you  correctly  observe  there 
will  be  some  little  supererogation.  From  what  I  observed  here,  I 
am  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  Pr.  will  receive  all  that  is  offered, 
apparently  in  good  part ;  both  at  Philad  &  here,  the  exclusives 
have  been  dissatisfied  ;  and  if  a  great  demonstration  of  respect  & 
affection,  which  maybe  exhibited  at  Boston,  is  reciprocated  by  the 
President,  I  am  not  sure  that  it  may  not  be  followed  by  an  equiva- 
lent coolness,  and  disaffection  among  his  old  friends.     The  part 
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which  1  took  on  the  President's  coming  among  us  was  such,  as  on 
previous  consideration,  I  had  thought  to  be  expedient.  I  went 
to  town  on  the  day  of  his  arrival  to  offer  to  him  my  respects  ;  he 
reed,  nie,  with  others,  in  an  obliging  manner  and  asked  me  to 
dine  with  him,  which  I  did.  I  invited  him  to  come  and  dine  with 
me  ;  he  would  if  he  could,  by  which  I  understood  that  he  prob- 
ably wd.  not — as  he  did  not.  I  was  invited  to  attend  the  Pr.  to 
W.  Point,  which  I  did  not :  he  invited  me  to  meet  him  at  the 
fortifications  on  our  Island,  at  the  Narrows.  I  met  him  there, 
and  accompanied  him  to  Sandy  Hook.  He  conversed  with  me 
freely  on  several  public  topics,  leading  always,  in  these  conversa- 
tions ;  which  were  accompanied  by  observations  relative  to  his 
tour,  and  views  in  making  it  that  were  quite  proper.  But  these 
general  observations,  which  cover  and  conceal  all  details,  amount 
to  but  little.  I  see  no  reason  to  change  my  conjectures  relative 
to  the  present  adm.  I  think  the  chief  must,  and  will,  be  mainly 
influenced  in  his  course  by  the  perpetual  changes  in  the  political 
horoscope.  I  foresee  little  harmony,  and  of  course  nothing  very 
decisive  in  his  Cabinet.  The  offlce  of  Secy,  at  War  is  still  open. 
Since  Shelby  declined,  it  has  been  offered  to  &  refused  by, 
Lowndes,  who,  as  I  hear,  has  been  solicited  a  second  time  to  take 
it.  General  Harrison  is  trying  to  obtain  it,  and  for  want  of  a 
better,  may  in  the  end  succeed,  tho'  I  doubt  it.  Of  the  foreign 
concerns  I  have  heard  nothing  lately  ;  Hunter's  voyage  to  Eng- 
land, as  he  told  me,  and  as  I  believe,  is  wholly  relative  to  family 
concerns  ;  he  has  also  a  picture,  or  two,  said  to  be  of  value,  which 
he  hopes  to  sell  in  England.  As  to  the  mission  to  Eng.,  I  have 
heard  not  a  word  since  we  parted.  The  newspapers  talk  of  Rush 
and  sometimes  of  Pinkney,  as  destined  to  succeed  Mr.  Adams. 
Of  Mr.  Derby  nothing  is  publickly  said,  and  notwithstanding  the 
understanding  to  which  you  allude,  I  am  kept  in  the  dark  on  this, 
and  other  important  Concerns  !  !  !  As  the  Pr.  will  visit  Ports- 
mouth, perhaps  some  state  secrets  may  leak  out  ;  Swift  who  is  a 
courtier,  may  make  you  his  confidant  ;  he  appears  as  assiduous 
now,  as  he  manifested  formerly  an  inclination  to  be,  in  the  antici- 
pation of  a  very  different  order  of  men  and  things.  .  .  . 
I  am  Dr  Sir  with  very  sincere  esteem  &  Respect 

yr  ob  &  faithful  Servt. 

RuFus  King. 
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C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  July  8,  1817. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

For  some  weeks  before  the  Prest's  arrival,  my  health  had  been 
declining,  &  my  knees  becoming  more  troublesome  a  few  Days 
before  his  arrival,  I  applied  a  large  Blister,  which  I  have  hitherto 
kept  open  by  Savin  and  other  ointments.  The  Day  of  his  arrival 
I  wrote  him  a  Note  expressing  my  Regrets  that  my  health  was  so 
bad  as  to  preclude  my  paying  my  Respects  in  Person,  &  obliging 
me  to  offer  my  Congratulations  in  the  only  way  I  could  ;  I  took 
the  Liberty  to  say  that  so  far  as  I  was  able  to  judge  all  Parties 
cherished  the  hope  that  his  adminn.  would  be  guided  by  a  single 
Eye  to  the  public  Good,  &  that  all  Interests  would  be  alike  pro- 
tected &  promoted,  and  that  I  was  persuaded  such  a  Course 
would  redound,  not  less  to  the  public  Prosperity  than  to  his  per- 
sonal Satisfaction.  He  visited  a  Cotton  Manufactory  we  have 
in  this  place  &  called  here  on  his  Return  home.     I  said  in  my 
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Note  tliat  aUlio'  I  had  no  Pretentions  to  the  honor  yet  if  it  should 
be  perfectly  convenient  in  the  course  of  his  movements  to  call 
here,  I  should  be  gratified  to  assure  him  in  person  with  what  per- 
fect Respect  I  was,  &c. — He  went  off  this  morning  having  visited 
every  thing,  and  every  Body,  and  I  doubt  not  that  he  remained 
in  this  Quarter  full  long  enough.  Among  others,  that  he  visited, 
was  Consul  Wyer's  Sister.  He  says  the  Pre'st  asked  him  how  his 
friends  &  Relations  were.  Ned  answered  all  were  dead  except  a 
Sister,  whom  he  would  bring  to  pay  her  Respects  to  the  Pres't. 
Like  a  man  of  Gallantry  the  Pres.  said  he  would  visit  her.  Wyer 
then  sends  to  Woburn  for  his  Sister,  (who  is  the  wife  of  Frances 
Babcock  &  lives  there  so  as  not  to  be  harrassed  by  Duns  from 
his  Creditors,  which  he  has  no  monies  to  appease),  asks  young 
Joseph  Hall  to  suffer  his  Sister  to  go  to  his  house,  and  him  to 
wait  on  the  Pres't  there  with  her.  This  was  done  &  Pres't  Mon- 
roe on  Sunday  noon  went  to  Mr.  Hall's  &  visited  Mrs.  Babcock. 
Dearborn  &  B.  Austin  presented  Hanson's  address  from  the 
democratic  Part  of  our  Legislature  saying  at  first  it  was  from 
their  Party  ;  he  instantly  replied  (as  is  said)  that  he  knew  no 
Party.  They  then  said  it  was  from  the  Minority  of  the  Legis- 
lature.    ... 

Your  affect.  &  faithful  Friend 

C.  Gore. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  July  15,  1817. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  have  reed,  your  Letter  of and  am  pleased  that  the  Presi- 
dent availed  himself  of  the  opportunity,  while  in  your  neighbour- 
hood, to  make  you  a  visit.  He  seems  to  have  been  sufficiently 
courteous  even  to  such  as  his  party  placed  on  their  list  of  Pro- 
scription ;  if  this  has  proceeded  from  a  proper  temper,  it  merits 
applause,  tho  it  is  by  no  means  certain,  what  its  effects  will  be 
among  the  exclusive  Patriots.  When  he  turns  off  from  the  sea 
coast,  and  makes  his  journey  thro'  the  interior,  the  eclat  will  be 
diminished  and  he  may  reach  the  seat  of  Govt,  with  less  notice, 
and  without  a  public  report  of  the  trivial  occurrences  that  may 
happen  in  his  journey.  I  did  not  greatly  admire  the  Boston  ad- 
dress ;  it  was  too  studied,  and  by  the  careful  avoidance  of  delicate 
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topics,  became  formal  and  cold.  It  wd.  have  been  better  to  have 
confined  the  address  to  a  mere  official  congratulation,  coupled 
with  such  expressions  of  hope  in  regard  to  the  future  as  the 
actual  condition  of  things  at  home  &  abroad  might  be  supposed 
to  encourage.  President  Kirkland's  address  is  excellent  in  mat- 
ter and  style, — it  reflects  credit  on  the  College  and  its  Faculty — 
and  for  this  reason  I  am  gratified  with  it.     .     .     . 

Farewell  yrs  faithfully. 

R.  K. 
PS.     I  observe  that  the  Richmond  Enquirer  wh.  I  have  just 
received   says,   "  we  were  aware  of  the  spirit  with  wh.  they  (of 
Boston)  wd.  meet  him  (the  Pr) — we  have  not  been  disappointed. 
They  have  in  fact  outheroded  Herod." 


J.  Mason  to  R.  King, 

Portsmouth,  July  24,  181 7. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  4th  of  July.  The  President 
came  here  on  Saturday  and  tarried  till  the  following  Tuesday. 
He  received  every  body,  who  approached  him,  very  graciously. 
Being  requested  in  such  a  manner  that  I  could  not  well  excuse 
myself,  had  I  been  so  disposed,  I  delivered  him  a  short  address  in 
behalf  of  the  good  people  of  this  place.  He  accepted  my  invita- 
tion and  dined  with  me,  and  I  accompanied  him  on  his  visit  to  the 
navy  yard  and  forts  in  the  harbor. 

I  had  little  opportunity  of  seeing  him  alone.  When  I  had,  he 
conversed  with  apparent  frankness,  but  mostly  in  general  terms. 
He  expressed  much  satisfaction  with  the  treatment  he  had  re- 
ceived during  his  tour,  especially  in  N.  England,  where  he  had 
never  been  before,  and  which  exceeded  his  expectations  in  all  re- 
spects. He  was  highly  gratified  by  discovering  so  little  party 
spirit.  He  said  it  had  heretofore  done  us  incalculable  injury,  and 
that  without  any  retrospection  on  the  past  conduct  of  parties,  he 
was  fully  determined  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  exterminate 
it,  and  to  produce  an  union  of  talents  for  national  objects,  and 
consequently  an  union  of  strength,  which  would  enable  the  coun- 
try to  do  whatever  was  desirable  both  at  home  and  abroad.  But 
he  did  not,  in  any  degree,  designate  the  means  by  which  he  in- 
tended to  accomplish  this  important  object. 
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Genl.  Swift  does  not,  as  I  think,  possess  the  confidence  of  the 
President  to  much  extent,  except  in  matters  relating  to  his  profes- 
sion. He  tliinks  the  P.  well  disposed  towards  federalists,  and 
that  he  intends  as  soon  as  he  safely  can  to  act  indei)endently. 

Mr.  B.  Vaughan,  whose  character  I  presume  you  know,  met  the 
President  at  Portland,  by  special  invitation,  and  accompanied  him 
as  far  as  Dover.  There  has  been  considerable  intimacy  between 
them,  and  the  P.  has  professed  much  esteem  and  respect  for  Mr. 
V.  From  Dover  Mr.  V.  came  here,  and  has  conversed  with  me 
much  at  large  of  the  P.  and  his  intentions.  He  thinks  most  favor- 
ably of  the  new  reign.  According  to  him  the  P.  is  well  affected 
towards  all  good  men  and  good  measures.  He  is  to  banish  party 
spirit  and  distinction,  reject  the  control  of  demagogues,  and  in 
case  of  opposition  to  measures  from  the  Legislature,  appeal  to  the 
nation.  He  is  to  become  the  grand  patron  of  literature  and  sci- 
ence. To  aid  him  in  which  Mr.  V.  has  already  prepared  a  mefnoiry 
which  he  had  the  goodness  to  read  to  me.  A  national  university 
at  Washington  does  not  enter  into  his  plan.  He  is  to  write  to  the 
P.,  and  next  winter  probably  visit  him  at  Washington.  Mr.  V.  is 
certainly  very  learned,  and  on  certain  subjects  may  have  consider- 
able influence. 

From  what  I  have  seen  and  heard,  I  do  not  believe  Mr.  Monroe 
has  determined  on  any  certain  course  of  conduct.  He  is  now  feel- 
ing the  public  pulse.  I  think  it  probable  he  is  inclined  to  conciliate 
the  federalists,  and  gain  their  support  if  he  can  without  offending 
his  old  adherents.  But  I  doubt  whether  he  is  prepared,  at  present, 
to  risk  much  in  this  experiment.  He  has  however  been  less 
cautious  of  exciting  jealousies  than  I  expected.  He  has  certainly 
taken  no  pains  to  avoid  intercourse  with  leading  federalists.  In 
Boston,  I  am  told,  he  was  desirous  to  seem  to  know  nothing  of 
party  distinctions.  He  tried  to  prevent  the  address  of  Genl. 
Dearborn,  Austin  &c  in  behalf  of  the  minority  of  the  Legislature  : 
but  they  would  not  consent.  I  am  told  they  profess  to  be  satis- 
fied with  his  answer,  which  I  have  reason  to  think  he  feared  they 
would  not  be.  On  the  whole  I  am  inclined  to  believe  he  has  a 
little  mortified,  if  not  offended,  the  democracy  of  N.  England. 

The  next  summer  the  P.  intends,  as  I  am  told,  to  make  a  tour 
thro'  the  Western  States  to  N.  Orleans  and  return  by  the  way  of 
Charleston.     I  think  the  federalists  this  way  have  been  tickled,  and 
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at  this  moment  feel  better  disposed  towards  him  than  formerly.  I 
have  been  told  and  believe  it  has  been  stated  to  him  that  nothing 
would  satisfy  them  except  the  taking  off  the  ban  of  the  empire 
and  admitting  to  a  participation  of  honours  &  offices  ;  that  with- 
out this  their  pride  alone  could  prevent  their  yielding  him  any 
cordial  support  and  that  D.  Webster  was  named  to  him  as  a  suit- 
able person  for  the  office  of  Atty.  General.  He  replied  that  any 
step  towards  such  a  measure  required  great  caution  and  much  de- 
liberation, and  that  nothing  of  that  kind  must  be  done  hastily. 
He  praised  Mr.  W.,  expressed  not  only  respect  but  much  esteem 
for  Mr.  King,  and  spoke  civilly  of  federalists  in  general.  I  am 
far  from  believing  any  such  measure  probable. 

From  the  stories  I  have  heard,  I  am  led  to  expect  that  Crownin- 
shield  will  be  turned  out.  Crawford  will  quarrel  himself  out,  and 
Rush  will  be  sent  on  some  errand  to  Europe.  Who  will  come  in, 
I  can  form  no  conjecture. 

Mr.  P.  thinks  more  favourably  than  you  do  of  the  steam  frigate. 
I  told  him  it  was  suspected  she  did  not  do  well  from  the  circum- 
stance of  no  account  of  her  sailing  appearing  in  the  newspapers. 
He  said  she  did  not  sail  well  when  he  was  on  board  ;  but  that  Dr. 
Mitchill  ascertained  and  assured  him  this  was  owing  entirely  to 
the  intoxication  of  the  crew  ;  and  that  he  had  no  doubt  with  a 
good  crew  she  might  be  moved  fast  enough  for  all  purposes  of  a 

moving  battery. 

truly  and  faithfully  yrs. 

J.  Mason. 

R.  King  to  J.  Mason. 

Georgetown,  D.  C,  Nov.  30,  1817. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

Mrs.  King  and  myself  arrived  here  last  evening  and  the  force 

of  habit  has  set  us  down  again  at  Crawfords.     .     ,     .     Not  having 

been  abroad  I  have  heard  no  news  except  that  Mr.  Gates,  whom 

we  met  on  our  road  from  Baltimore,  informed  me  that  there  is  to 

be  a  contest  between    Gen.    James   Smith   &  Mr.  Clay  for  the 

Speaker's  chair  ;  he  also  said  that  the    Prest.  would  bring   the 

situation  of  the  Spanish  Colonies  before  Congress  in  his  message. 

The  opposition  to  Mr.  Clay  may  mean  more  than  appears  on  the 

surface  ;  mean  whatever  it  may  it  must  have  the  effect,  if  I  inter- 
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pret  it  correctly,  to  separate  him  from  the  administration.  With 
separation  will  begin  a  new  division  of  parties  ;  but  we  had  better 
defer  a  little  our  speculation  on  this  matter  as  at  present  we  see 
very  little  into  it.  Our  Boston  folk  have  not  been  honored  by  an 
admission  to  the  Cabinet ;  I  allude  to  the  office  of  Atty.  Genl, 
What  their  late  choice  of  a  successor  to  Mr.  Lloyd  may  do  in 
their  favour,  we  must  wait  to  find  out.  To  one  who  finds  instruc- 
tion as  well  as  amusement  in  observing  the  new  lights  which  break 
in  upon  us,  the  temper  of  accommodation,  the  attachment  to  new 
friends  and  the  desertion  of  old  ones,  the  correction  of  past  errors 
by  approving  what  we  had  believed  to  be  wrong  and  the  con- 
demnation of  what  we  have  strenously  contended  to  be  right, 
the  scenes  of  this  session  of  Congress  will  not  fail  of  being  suffi- 
ciently interesting.     .     .     . 

With  sincere  esteem  &  Respect,  I  am  Dr  Sir 
always  yr  obt  &  faithful  Servt, 

RuFus  King. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Nov.  30,  1817, 
My  dear  Friend  : 

I  was  told  an  anecdote,  the  other  day,  which  proves  the  great 
Politeness  of  Maine — Captain,  alias  Judge,  Sewall  received  the 
President  at  Breakfast,  in  his  own  house,  attended  him  personally, 
standing  all  the  time,  and  would  not  be  prevailed  upon  to  sit,  in 
Presence  of  the  Supreme  Magistrate. 

«  •  •  •  •  •  • 

I  am  ray  dear  Friend, 

faithfully  &  affectionately. 

Yours.     C.  Gore. 


W.  King  to  R.  King. 

Bath,  Dec.  3,  1817. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  people  in  this  part  of  the  U.  States  are  generally  opposed 
to  the  continuance  of  the  trade  between  this  country  and  the 
British  Colonies  on  the  present  terms,  permitting  them  to  be  the 
carriers  altogether.     The  opinions  expressed  by  our  late  Brother, 
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in  Congress,  the  last  winter,  on  this  subject  were  such  as  were 
universally  approved.  I  sincerely  hope  if  you  hold  corresponding 
opinions  that  you  will  give  to  the  Subject  your  usual  considera- 
tion. My  own  opinions  have  always  been  that  no  article  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  any  Nation  or  of  the  Colony 
of  any  Nation  whatever,  should  be  imported  into  this  Country 
from  any  port  or  place  from  which  an  American  Vessel  was  not 
permitted  to  bring  the  same  article.     .     .     . 

Your  Brother 

W.  King. 

John  Randolph  to  R.  King. 

Roanoke,  Dec.  8,  1817. 
Dear  Sir  : 

If  my  memory  does  not  deceive  me  you  made  me  a  sort  of 
promise  last  winter  to  give  Mr.  Wood  a  sitting  for  me.*  Will  you 
pardon  the  reminding  you  of  this  engagement,  by  one  who  is  too 
sensible  of  the  kindness  &  countenance  he  received  from  you 
not  to  wish  for  a  Memorial  of  him,  by  whom  it  was  shewn.  Your 
portrait  will  make  a  most  suitable  companion  for  that  of  the 
Chief  Justice  who  was  good  enough  to  sit  for  me  &  I  mention 
this  to  show  you  that  you  will  not  be  in  company  that  would 
disgrace  you.  On  public  affairs  I  dare  not  touch,  lest  I  should 
subject  myself  to  the  imputation  cast  on  the  Coxcomb,  who 
presumed  to  address  Hannibal  on  the  art  of  war. 

Wishing  you  an  agreeable  Session  of  Congress,  I  am  with  the 
most  profound  respect.  Dear  Sir, 

Your  obiged  &  obedient  Servant, 

John  Randolph  of  Roanoke. 


DeWitt  Clinton  to  R.  King. 

Private. 

Albany,  Dec.  13,  1817. 

Dr.  Sir  : 

I  feel  greatly  obliged  by  your  letter  of  the  5th.     I  have  taken 

measures  to  ascertain  the  state  of  our  claims  against  the  United 

*  There  is  no  evidence  that  this  request  was  complied  with,  unless  the  refer- 
ence in  Mr.  Randolph's  letter  of  Dec.  29th,  p.  88,  relates  to  it.— Ed. 
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States,  but  I  am  apprehensive  that  they  have  been  greatly  if  not 
totally  neglected.  As  soon  as  I  obtain  the  necessary  information, 
it  is  probable  that  I  shall  write  to  you  and  your  colleague  at 
large  on  this  subject.  The  Canal  Coinmissoners  have  recently 
had  a  meeting  at  this  place.  The  Western  Canal  will  be  contracted 
for  "  in  toto  "  before  spring  and  some  work  has  been  already 
done  on  it.  Sixty  miles  of  the  western  end  have  been  contracted 
for  to  be  finished  by  the  first  of  December  1818.  And  work  to 
the  extent  of  twenty  miles  has  been  already  effected.  And  all 
these  arrangements  have  been  made  within  the  estimates  of  the 
Commissioners.  My  great  regard  for  the  President  and  my  anx- 
iety to  extend  navigable  communications,  induce  me  to  regret  ex- 
ceedingly his  scruples  about  the  right  of  Congress  to  promote 
internal  improvements.  And  1  perceive  a  total  interruption  of 
the  interposition  of  the  national  government  in  fa\or  of  roads 
and  canals.  The  probability  is  that  no  amendment  removing  the 
difficulty  will  be  sanctioned  by  the  States.  Some  will  opi)ose  be- 
cause they  believe  that  the  power  is  already  vested  in  Congress 
and  others  will  object  because  they  think  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
deposited  in  that  body.  After  swallowing  the  National  Bank  and 
the  Cumberland  Road  &c.  it  was  not  to  be  supposed  that  Mr. 
Madison  would  strain  at  Canals.  I5ut  so  it  is,  and  the  gallantry 
of  his  successor  in  protecting  him  with  his  Telamonian  Shield  is. 
more  to  be  admired  for  its  spirit  than  its  prudence.  We  shall  go 
on  without  any  expectation  of  extraneous  aid  and  in  the  course  of 
ten  years,  I  hope,  if  Providence  spares  our  lives,  to  have  the  pleas- 
ure of  a  Canal  Voyage  with  you  from  Lake  Erie  to  Albany. 

I  am  very  respectfully, 

Your  most  obed.  Sevt, 

DeWitt  Clinton. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Washington,  Dec.  14,  18 17. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

You  will  observe  that  the  internal  Taxes  are  swept  by  the 
board.  We  have  no  controvercy  with  any  power  but  Spain,  and 
she  is  hardly  worth  attention  ;  hence  we  are  to  enjoy  perpetual 
Peace.     The  consideration  that  we  have  settled  not  a  single  point 
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concerning  maritime  Law,  as  asserted  by  Eng.  &  denied  by  us, 
goes  for  nothing  ;  nor  is  it  regarded  as  a  circumstance  of  any  in- 
fluence in  the  question  of  Peace,  that  we  have  come  out  of  the 
late  war  with  opinions,  and  just  ones  too,  of  our  prowess  and 
capacity  to  contend  even  with  England,  which  will  not  in- 
crease our  patience  under  what  we  may  deem  English  aggres- 
sion. Instead  of  its  being  probable  that  we  may  enjoy  a  long 
Peace,  I  cannot  but  apprehend,  that  the  first  maritime  war  in 
which  England  is  engaged,  will  be  almost  sure  to  involve  us  in  it. 
Hence  I  shd.  have  much  preferred  to  have  preserved  some  of  the 
internal  taxes,  as  a  resource  by  which  the  pub.  credit  could  be 
sustained,  in  the  event,  and  at  the  commencement,  of  another 
war  :  and  to  meet  the  objection  that  we  should  have  had  a  surplus 
of  money  in  the  treasury,  I  wd.  have  remodified  and  lessened  the 
import  and  tonnage  duties.  This  arrangement  of  the  taxes  wd. 
have  had  the  effect  to  equalize  in  a  greater  degree  their  operations, 
and  further  to  have  imparted  some  relief,  and  protection,  to  Mer- 
chants &  Shi|iowners,  the  class  which  more  than  any  other  feels 
the  distress  of  the  times.  I  have  broken  off  to  read  &  thank  you 
for  yours  of  the  9th  ;  your  views  correspond  with  my  own — the 
expedition  agt.  Amelia,  is  a  pretty  bold,  not  to  say  contemptuous, 
measure.  There  is  a  temper  in  a  portion  of  the  House  which  in- 
dicates opposition,  perhaps  censure  ;  but  its  force  is  not  ascer- 
tained. The  motion  to  inquire  into  the  right  to  their  seats  of 
some  10  or  12  members,  who  held  executive  offices  at  the  time  of 
their  election,  and  in  some  instances  continued  to  exercise  them 
afterwards,  is  said  to  excite  the  sensibility  of  your  Mr.  Holmes  ; 
Vf\\o,  patriotic  man,  forgetting  objects  worthy  of  his  attention  at  & 
near  home,  has  moved  for  information  &c.  respecting  the  opening 
of  a  Canal  from  Lake  Michigan  to  the  Mississippi  &  from  the 
Tennessee  to  the  Tombigbee  River.  This  is  said  to  be  with  the 
view  of  conciliating  the  southern  &  western  members  to  Mass  ; 
not  to  their  Militia  claim,  but  to  a  royal  one,  at  present  not  openly 
preferred.  New  York  will  think  that  her  pretensions  are  not 
allowed,  and  perhaps  Kentucky  also,  may  look  upon  him  whom 
they  mean  to  honor. 

Farewell  my  Dr.  Friend. 

R.  K. 
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R.  King  to  Edward  King. 

Washington,  Dec.  20,  1817. 
My  dear  Edward  : 

Lessons  in  money  making  I  do  not  think  myself  very  compe- 
tent to  render  ;  but  as  regards  many  ways  in  which  money  is  lost, 
I  have  not  been  an  inattentive  looker  on,  and  can  therefore  speak 
from  experience.  Men  who  have  skill  and  will  personally  employ 
it  in  superintending  and  directing  manufactures  may  draw  profit 
from  them  ;  but  those  who  are  without  such  skill  and  who  are 
to  employ,  depend  on  and  pay  for  agents,  who  are  to  superintend 
manufactures,  will  be  disappointed  if  they  expect  profit.  This  has 
been  proved  over  and  over  again  in  this  country,  as  well  as  in 
every  other.  I  am  therefore  decisive  in  my  advice  to  you  to  take 
no  share  in  any  manufacturing  establishment ;  you  would  not 
only  not  make  profit,  but  probably  as  I  have  done  lose  your 
capital. 

As  to  your  views  respecting  the  admn.  of  the  Branch  Bk.,  I  cau- 
tion you  against  any  course,  that  shall  be  exclusive,  or  that  shall 
bring  your  institution  into  collision  with  any  of  your  State  Banks 
of  solid  credit.  It  is  a  mistaken  policy  to  attempt  to  abridge  or 
impair  the  business  of  other  Banks  that  are  in  good  credit.  The 
object  with  you  should  be  not  to  monopolize  or  attempt  to  mo- 
nopolize the  business  of  banking  in  your  sphere  of  operations  : 
do  the  good  business  that  is  offered,  refuse  the  doubtful  and  the 
ascertained  bad  paper.  Your  principals  will  be  better  satisfied 
with  small  earnings  and  safe  dealing  than  with  large  ones  and 
bad  debts. 

Besides  from  the  number  of  State  Banks,  your  Branch  will  be 
watched  with  jealousy  ;  and  unless  all  who  are  concerned  in  its 
management  are  prudent,  and  as  respects  others  liberal,  (I  mean 
in  the  manner  of  doing  business,  not  in  their  loans)  they  will  meet 
individually  much  popular  and  public  disfavor.  Now  while  I 
would  disregard  popularity  in  things  which  duty  requires,  I 
would  respect  it  in  questions  such  as  those  to  which  you  allude^ 
which  are  mere  affairs  of  prudence.  I  will  resume  this  subject 
hereafter  ;  at  present  I  caution  you  against  enlisting  yourself  as  a 
partizan  of  the  Bk.  of  the  U.  S.  Do  your  duty,  but  take  care  not 
to  incur  the  hostility  of  the  State  Banks  unnecessarily  ;  indeed,  as 
with  my  views  of  the  policy  of  administering  the  Br.  Bank,  you 
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will  have  no  occasion  to  advise  any  measure  that  will  be  justly 
offensive  to  the  State  Bks, 

Affectionately  yrs. 

R.  K. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Dec.  21,  18 17. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  perceive  by  the  Papers  that  Mr.  Monroe  is  sending 
a  Mission  to  S.  America.  To  what  Part  &  for  what  Purpose  I 
do  not  conjecture.  Neither  have  I  altered  my  opinion  as  to  the 
Construction  of  the  Constitution,  on  the  Subject  of  originating  a 
Mission  by  the  President's  sole  Authority.  It  is  not  impossible, 
that  this  Mission  may  show  the  Inconvenience  of  his  assuming 
the  power  exclusively.  Such  a  step  may  lead  directly  to  war, 
with  some  of  the  most  important  Powers  of  Europe,  and  it  is 
questionable,  when  the  Right  of  declaring  war  is  reserved  to  the 
whole  Congress,  that  the  Power  of  doing  that  which  may  appear 
to  lead  directly  to  such  a  Measure  should  be  given  unnecessarily 
to  the  President. 

•  •••••• 

Your  faithful  Friend, 

C.  Gore. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Dec.  27,  1S17. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

I  cannot  think  Mr.  Monroe  has  a  very  fortunate  Defender.  He 
seems  only  to  prove  that  the  several  Predecessors  have  varied  in 
their  modes  of  receiving  &  returning  Visits.  Notwithstanding 
this,  our  Sovereign,  the  Mob,  whether  in  Breeches  or  Petticoats, 
will  assume  the  exclusive  Right  to  judge  on  Subjects  of  Etiquette, 
as  well  as  others — &  they,  who  have  so  long  &  so  constantly  as- 
serted the  Supremacy  of  its  Judgment,  will  have  little  Right  to 
expect  Sympathy  at  its  Denunciations.     .     .     . 

Yours  faithfully 

C.  Gore. 
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J.  Randolph  to  R.  King. 

Roanoke,  Dec.  29,  1817. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

You  have  complied  with  my  request  in  a  manner  so  obliging 
that  I  can  not  deny  myself  the  pleasure  of  returning  my  best 
thanks,  altho'  perhaps  you  would  gladly  dispense  with  them. 
They  are  due  also  for  the  information  you  have  been  so  good  as 
to  give  me  of  what  is  passing  with  you  at  Washington.  No  person 
of  the  least  observation  can  have  failed  to  remark  that  Mr.  Speaker 
has  been  long  bent  on  making  himself  a  conspicuous  person  in 
this  Government.  What  the  grounds  of  his  hostility  to  the  ad- 
ministration are  it  cannot  be  difficult  to  discover.  For  my  part 
I  have  something  of  the  feeling  of  the  fox  towards  the  flies — 
altho  it  is  by  no  means  undesirable  that  our  government  should 
exhibit  some  instances  of  successful  opposition  to  the  Ministry. 
If  things  go  on  in  the  present  strain  many  years  longer  a  despot- 
ism of  opinion  will  be  established  as  uncontrollable  as  that  of 
Turkey.  No  man  will  dare  to  differ  from  the  Executive,  except 
perhaps  on  points  of  no  importance,  to  keep  up  a  sorry  show  of 
independence.  I  read  the  report  you  were  so  good  as  to  send 
me  with  much  attention.  The  appeal  from  the  doctrine  to  the 
practice  of  the  President  is  provoking  enough  &  might  make  a  per- 
son swear.  I  expect  it  will  raise  a  great  clamour,  for  in  politics 
as  in  religion  the  nicest  distinctions  create  the  greatest  differences. 
The  symptoms  which  you  describe  of  the  extinction  of  parties 
had  not  escaped  me.  I  had  hoped  that  the  fair  opportunity 
which  offers  itself  for  putting  an  end  to  party  names — for  the 
names  only  were  left — would  be  cordially  embraced  by  the  P.  & 
his  friends  ;  but  when  I  saw  the  wretched  creatures  selected  for 
office  (in  too  many  instances)  I  gave  up  my  expectations  that  the 
abilities  &  character  of  the  country  would  be  called  to  its  govern- 
ment. I  thank  Mrs.  King  for  remembering  me.  Pray  present  me 
to  her  in  the  most  respectful  terms.  I  very  much  regret  that  I 
cannot  take  a  cup  of  her  black  tea  this  evening. 

So  far  our  winter  has  proved  favorable.  Most  of  my  time  has 
been  passed  in  the  field,  where  the  dearth  of  game  is  the  subject 
of  general  complaint.  Woodcock  excepted — which  are  plentiful 
&  uncommonly  large  &  fat — we  have  scarcely  anything  to  ex- 
ercise our  skill  upon.     Knowing  your  fondness  for  shooting  I 
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shall  make  no  apology  for  this  trivial  subject ;  a  striking  contrast 
to  the  grave  matters  presented  to  your  attention  in  the  Senate. 
I  am  with  the  most  profound  respect,  my  dear  Sir, 

your  obliged  &  most  obedient  Servant 
John  Randolph  of  Roanoke. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Washington,  Dec.  31,  1817. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

Tomorrow  being  gala  Day  at  the  Palace,  the  Senate  have  ad- 
journed over  until  Friday,  and  all  the  world  will  appear,  dressed, 
or  not  dressed,  as  may  happen,  to  pay  their  compliments  and 
New  Year's  congratulations  to  the  Pr.  and  Mrs.  M. — the  house 
has  not  been  opened  to  receive  Company  since  its  repairs,  and 
the  putting  up  of  the  new  furniture. — the  gentlemen  of  Congress 
have  called  as  they  arrived  to  see  the  Presidt.,  and  the  ladies  have 
also  called  to  visit  Mrs.  M.  :  but  without  seeing  her  ;  she  has  been 
sick,  and  the  house  not  furnished.  Mrs  Hay,  Mrs  Monroe's 
daughter,  has  returned  her  mother's  visits,  apologizing  for  her 
mother's  inability,  being  sick,  to  do  this  herself.  It  is  said  that 
some  new  regulations  are  to  be  established  ;  but  it  will  be  diffi- 
cult to  support  them.  There  are  to  be  weekly  Drawing  Rooms, 
whether  as  formerly,  for  every  one,  is  not  known.  Mrs.  M.  will, 
or  will  not  return  visits  ;  if  not,  she  will  meet  with  censure,  and 
perhaps  a  combination  agt.  her  Drawing  Room  ;  if  she  returns 
them  to  some  and  not  to  others,  equally  will  she  be  censured  ; 
and  it  is  said  she  is  unable  on  a/c  of  health  to  return  all  visits. 
Perhaps  she  will  confine  herself  to  the  for.  Ladies,  those  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  heads  of  Depts.  All  the  foregoing  is  to  be  under- 
stood as  from  Mrs.  K.  to  Mrs.  G.  We  have  nothing  extraordinary 
to  communicate  :  no  news  from  Amelia  :  Gaines  is  ordered  from 
the  Creek  Command  to  take  charge  of  the  expedition  agt  Amelia  ; 
&  Jackson  directed  to  finish  the  Indn.  War.  Aury  &  Company 
have,  as  we  are  told,  protested  agt  the  proposed  expedition  but 
will  make  no  opposition.  What  Mr.  Monroe  is  to  do  with 
Amelia  when  he  has  taken  it,  I  cannot  say.— the  further  this 
business  goes  the  more  fully  it  manifests,  that  the  measure  shd. 
have  been  considered  &  sanctioned  by  Congress. 

Farewell  my  dear  friend  yrs  affectionately, 

R.  K. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Debate  on  the  Suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade — King's  Remarks — King  to 

Opposition  to  the  President  may  be  started  on  different  Questions — Claims 
of  Leaders — Gore  to  King — Etiquette  at  Washington — King  to  Clinton — 
Hudson  and  Erie  Canal — Strongly  favors  it — Claims  against  the  United 
States — King  to  Lord  Eldon,  commending  to  him  Mr.  Grade's  Claims 
against  the  British  Government — King  to  Lord  Sydmouth — On  the  Same 
— J.  A.  King  to  King — Division  in  the  Federal  Ranks  relative  to  Clinton 
— W.  King  to  J.  A.  King — His  Republican  Friends  desire  Election  of  R, 
King  as  Senator — Wait  to  King — Publication  of  the  Journals  of  the  Old 
Congress  and  of  the  Convention — King — Interview  with  the  President 
about  Amelia  Island — State  of  Affairs  with  England,  France,  and  Spain 
relative  to  piratical  Enterprises  in  the  Caribbean  Sea — Gore  to  King — 
Objects  to  the  President's  Justification  of  taking  Amelia  Island — King  to 
Gore — Amelia  Island  and  Don  Onis's  Protest — Should  not  interfere  in  South 
America  except  for  our  own  Interests — King  to  E.  King — Conduct  of  the 
United  State  Branch  Bank  in  Chillicothe. 

The  name  of  Mr.  King,  besides  being  found  on  the  Stand- 
ing Committees  of  the  Senate  for  Foreign  Relations  and  of 
Finance,  appears  in  many  others  relating  to  matters  of  great 
interest  discussed  in  and  passed  by  the  15th  Congress.  To 
all  of  these  he  gave  faithful  attention  in  their  preparation, 
and  being  rarely  absent  from  his  seat  he  took  an  active  part 
in  the  discussions  they  provoked.  Among  the  measures 
brought  forward  was  one  to  which  the  attention  of  Congress 
was  invited  by  a  petition  from  the  Society  of  Friends  in 
Baltimore,  asking  the  Senate  to  take  further  means  to  bring 
about  an  entire  suppression  of  the  slave  trade.  This  matter 
was  brought  up  by  a  resolution,  offered  on  December  31,. 
1817,  by  Mr.  Burrill,  to  instruct  the  Committee  to  which  the 
petition  had  been  referred,  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
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"  So  amending  the  laws  of  the  United  States  as  more  effectually 
to  prevent  the  said  trade  from  being  carried  on  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States  under  foreign  flags,  and  also  into  the  expediency  of 
taking  measures  in  concert  with  other  nations  for  the  entire  aboli- 
tion of  the  said  trade." 

An  earnest  debate  on  this  resolution  took  place  on  January 
2,  1818,  the  main  objection  being  made  against  the  last  clause, 
as  involving  a  questionable  proceeding.  Mr.  King  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  debate,  his  remarks  being  reported  as 
below  in  the  Annals  of  Congress.* 

"  In  the  outset  of  his  remarks,  he  adverted  to  the  delicacy  of 
this  question  ;  and  said  that  if,  in  approaching  it,  he  could  dis- 
cover any  danger  of  the  present  proposition,  leading  to  that  kind 
of  connexion  which  was  apprehended  by  Mr.  Troup, f  no  one 
would  more  earnestly  deprecate  it  than  himself.  But  it  was  the 
boast  of  this  nation,  that  it  had  the  reputation  of  having  been  the 
first  to  begin  the  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade  ;  the  consti- 
tutional provision  having  reference  to  this  subject  certainly  looked 
forward  to  a  time  when  this  country  would  be  ready  to  use  its 
best  endeavours  to  put  down  this  iniquitous  traffic  ;  and,  he 
might  add,  there  was  no  provision  in  the  Constitution  which  had 
been  looked  to  with  more  general  approbation  than  that  one. 
The  example  of  this  country  had  excited  the  emulation  of  other 
nations,  and  all  of  them  having  any  connexion  with  this  trade,  ex- 
cept two,  had  come  into  the  measures  for  its  abolition.  These 
two  had  taken  time  for  further  consideration,  and  so  long  as  their 
decision  was  suspended,  the  regulations  of  other  nations  would 
be  inefficient  ;  an  entire  abolition  of  the  traffic  in  slaves  would 
never  be  effected  until  all  united  to  suppress  it.  It  seems  to  me, 
said  Mr.  K.,  that  we  are  bound  by  our  own  principles,  and  the 
promise  we  have  held  out,  to  go  a  little  further,  if  we  can,  to  give 
effect  to  what  we  have  undertaken.  It  was  not  important,  in  do- 
ing so,  whether  the  necessary  measures  commenced  with  us  or 
were  entered  into  at  the  invitation  of  others.     So  long,  however, 

*  1817-1818,  p.  75  et  seq. 

f  "  He  could  not  separate  from  foreign  alliances  the  idea  of  foreign  politics 
and  foreign  wars." 
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as  Spain  and  Portugal  permitted  this  trade,  and  so  long  as  any  of 
our  own  peo])le,  to  their  disgrace,  continued  to  pursue  it  under 
those  flags,  it  was  necessary  to  the  honor  and  the  interest  of  this 
country  to  concur  in  any  proper  measures  for  its  suppression.  He 
could  not  perceive  how  such  a  measure  as  this  motion  looked  to, 
could  lead  to  any  entangling  connexion  as  had  been  apprehended. 
What  was  proposed  was  an  honest  and  moral  concert  to  put  an 
end  to  a  traffic  which  is  an  abomination  on  the  earth.  He 
had  no  idea  of  its  authorizing  the  slightest  interference  with  the 
internal  affairs  of  other  nations,  or  of  allowing  them  to  interfere 
in  ours  ;  it  could  in  his  opinion  only  redound  still  more  to 
the  honor  of  our  country.  An  arrangement  of  the  nature  sug- 
gested might  be  entered  into  without  any  great  inconvenience 
and  without  any  encouragement  to  that  kind  of  connexion  of  in- 
terests, which  had  been  very  justly  deprecated;  and  it  v  as,  if 
practicable,  a  measure  which  was  demanded  by  a  regard  for  the 
morals  of  the  country,  which  our  religion  itself  called  for.  He 
did  not  think,  that  it  was  a  sound  objection,  though  there  was 
some  force  in  it,  that  the  proposition  originated  in  this  branch 
of  Government,  and  not  with  the  Executive.  Any  branch  of  the 
Government  might  express  an  opinion  on  any  National  question  ; 
the  construction  of  legislative  powers  was  not  so  strict  as  to  for- 
bid it  ;  in  proof  of  which  he  adverted  to  the  practice  in  England, 
whence  we  took  many  of  our  political  ideas,  where  the  Parliament 
often  expressed  its  opinion  on  subjects  of  public  interest." 

Mr.  Troup  having  remarked  that  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  re- 
lative to  this  stipulated  simply  that  each  party  would,  with 
good  faith,  carry  into  effect  its  own  statutes  on  the  subject 
of  this  trade,* 

"  Mr.  King  rose  to  enter  his  dissent  to  the  construction  given  to 
the  article  in  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  which  had  been  quoted. 
Surely  it  would  be  much  more  offensive  to  admit  that  we  would 
enter  into  a  stipulation  with  a  foreign  Government  to  carry  our 
own  statutes  into  execution  within  our  own  territory,  where  our 
power  is  complete,  than  that  we  should  engage  in  a  concert  to 
suppress  a  particular  trade  on  the  high  seas.    He  would  enter  into 

*  Annals  of  Congress,  1817-18,  p.  77. 
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no  such  stipulation  with  any  Power  on  earth,  even  if  it  had  been 
deemed  necessary  ;  but  in  this  case  it  was  not.  He  thought  the 
true  intention  of  the  article  was  that  the  parties  would  use  their 
endeavors  to  put  an  end  to  the  trafific." 

At  a  later  point  in  the  debate  Mr.  King  took  occasion  to 
say  that  it  had  taken  a  wider  range  than  could  have  been  an- 
ticipated. The  question  of  the  advantages  or  disadvantages 
of  alliances  offensive  and  defensive,  though  of  weighty  im- 
portance, it  was  not  necessary  to  discuss  in  debating  the 
motion. 

"The  concert  which  is  alluded  to,  is  not  of  the  union  of  arms, 
but  of  opinion,  of  example,  and  of  influence,  for  the  purpose  of 
prevailing  on  Spain  and  Portugal  to  accede  to  the  compact  already 
formed  among  the  nations,  to  put  an  end  to  the  African  slave 
trade.  Equally  uncalled  for  on  this  occasion,  and  the  more  to  be 
regretted,  is  a  discussion  of  the  justice  and  policy  of  the  per- 
mitting the  existence  of  slavery,*  ...  at  all  times  a  subject 
alluded  to,  even  in  the  Senate,  with  great  reserve,  and  at  this 
time  without  application  to  the  motion  under  consideration,  since 
no  Senator  approves  of  the  trafific.     .     .     . 

That  our  Ministers  abroad  may  be  reminded  of  the  very  great 
interest  which  the  United  States  take  in  the  universal  abolition  of 
the  Slave  trade  and  instructed  if  they  are  not  so  already,  to  avail 
themselves  of  every  occasion  to  promote  this  object.  A  long 
depending  negotiation  with  Spain  still  exists.  If  we  could  pre- 
vail on  Spain  to  add  to  the  treaty  settling  our  just  claims,  an 
article  whereby  she  should  engage  herself  to  abolish  the  slave 
trade  and  cooperate  with  us  in  endeavoring  to  prevail  on  Portu- 
gal also  to  abolish  the  same,  such  an  article  would  enhance  the 
value  of  the  treaty  in  the  opinion  of  the  American  people,  and 
would  not  fail  to  obtain  the  applause  of  foreign  nations." 

Mr.  King  then  discusses  the  objection  that  this  business 
belongs  exclusively  to  the  Executive,  and  after  adverting 
to  the  respective  powers  of  the  President  and  the  Senate  in 
the  making  of  treaties  he  says : 

*  Mr.  Morrill  of  New  Hampshire  had  made  some  remarks  about  it. 
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"  In  these  concerns  the  Senate  are  the  Constitutional  and  the 
only  responsible  counsellors  of  the  President.  And  in  this 
capacity  the  Senate  may,  and  ought  to,  look  into  and  watch  over 
every  branch  of  the  foreign  affairs  of  the  nation  ;  they  may,  there- 
fore, at  any  time  call  for  full  and  exact  information  respecting  the 
foreign  affairs,  and  express  their  opinion  and  advice  to  the  Presi- 
dent respecting  the  same,  when,  and  under  whatever  other 
circumstances,  they  may  think  such  advice  expedient. 

"  There  is  a  peculiar  jealousy  manifested  in  the  Constitution 
concerning  the  power  which  shall  manage  the  foreign  affairs,  and 
make  treaties  with  foreign  nations.  Hence  the  provision  which 
requires  the  consent  of  two  thirds  of  the  Senators  to  confirm  any 
compact  with  a  foreign  nation  that  shall  bind  the  United  States  ; 
thus  putting  it  in  the  power  of  a  minority  of  the  Senators  or 
States,  to  control  the  President  and  a  majority  of  the  Senate  ;  a 
check  on  the  Executive  powers  to  be  found  in  no  other  case. 

"  To  make  a  treaty  includes  all  the  proceedings  by  which  it  is 
made ;  and  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  being  necessary  in 
the  making  of  treaties,  must  necessarily  be  so  touching  the  measures 
employed  in  making  the  same.  The  Constitution  does  not  say 
that  treaties  shall  be  concluded,  but  that  they  shall  be  made  by 
and  with  the  advice  of  the  Senate  :  none  therefore  can  be  made 
without  such  advice  and  consent  ;  and  the  objections  against  the 
agency  of  the  Senate  in  making  treaties,  or  in  advising  the 
President  to  make  the  same,  cannot  be  sustained  but  by  giving  to 
the  Constitution  an  interpretation  different  from  its  obvious  and 
most  salutary  meaning. 

"To  support  the  objection  this  gloss  must  be  given  to  the 
Constitution  *  that  the  President  shall  make  treaties,  and  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate  to  ratify  the  same.' 
That  this  is  or  could  have  been  intended  to  be  the  interpretation 
of  the  Constitution,  one  observation  will  disprove.  If  the  Presi- 
dent alone  has  power  to  make  a  treaty,  and  the  same  be  made 
pursuant  to  the  powers  and  instructions  given  to  his  Ministers,  its 
ratification  follows  as  a  matter  of  course,  and  to  refuse  the  same 
would  be  a  violation  of  good  faith  ;  to  call  in  the  Senate  to 
deliberate,  to  advise  and  to  give  consent  to  an  act  which  it  would 
be  binding  on  them  to  approve  and  ratify,  will,  it  is  presumed, 
be  too  trivial  to  satisfy  the  extraordinary  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
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tion,  that  has  been  cited.  On  the  whole  there  appearing  to  be  no 
sufficient  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  proposed  inquiry,  either 
as  respects  its  expediency  or  the  authority  of  the  Senate  to  in- 
stitute the  same,  I  am  in  hopes  that  the  motion  to  refer  the  subject 
to  a  Committee  will  prevail." 

This  was  adopted  after  the  rejection  of  a  motion  to  strike 
out  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution. 


R.  King  to 


Georgetown,  D.  C,  Jany.  3,  1818. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  reed,  and  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  letter.  As  yet  nothing 
of  interest  has  occurred  in  Congress.  The  apathy  which  appears 
to  exist  must  not  be  regarded  as  evidence  that  no  strong  passions 
are  concealed  and  waiting  only  for  an  occasion  to  show  themselves. 
An  opposition  will  arise.  The  Pr.  has  no  zealous  friends  nor 
enemies  ;  but  as  a  sufficient  number  of  Rivals  may  be  pointed  out, 
the  quiet  aspect  of  things  will  not  continue. 

Perhaps  a  difficulty  is  felt  concerning  the  questions  on  which 
the  for  and  against  the  Pr.  are  to  shew  themselves.  I  shall  not 
be  disappointed  if  the  Report  concerning  Roads  and  Canals  be 
the  occasion,  that  will  be  used  to  form  an  opposition,  at  least  in 
appearance.  If,  as  is  supposed  a  large  majority  disagree  with  the 
President  in  his  construction  of  the  Constitution  and,  after  a  de- 
bate of  the  question,  shall  vote  accordingly,  it  will  be  a  beginning  ; 
and  the  next  debate,  that  may  be  on  a  question  *'  to  recommend 
to  the  President  to  receive  a  Minister  from  Buenos  Ayres " 
(which  the  Pr.  may  do  without  such  advice)  may  more  clearly  dis- 
close personal  views  and  political  hostilities,  and  terminate  in 
the  more  distinct  appearance  of  a  new  opposition. 

The  South  American  question,  just  as  I  have  stated  it,  is  one  in 
which  great  unamimity  is  said  to  exist  among  the  men  in  the 
West,  and  therefore  a  favorable  occasion  for  their  leader  to  appear 
and  to  draw  towards  him  the  regard  of  those  who  may  be  willing 
to  elevate  and  follow  him. 

Crawford,  it  is  whispered,  cannot  support  himself  on  his 
Salary,  and  talks  of  retirement.     Whether  this  be  the  real  motive, 
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or  an  unwillingness  to  figure  in  the  approaching  contest,  or 
whether  the  whisper  be  correct,  we  know  not.  Mr.  Clinton  will  be 
backed  by  the  Mammoth  State,  as  Mr.  Giles  called  us,  and  his 
Canal  is  persuasive  also  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  among  the  back 
men  of  Pennsylvania.  Mr.  Adams  is  understood  to  have  the 
favor  of  all  the  good  Patriots  of  New  England ;  and  John 
Holmes  at  their  head,  is  to  be  his  Guy  Warwick. 

All  these  Competitors,  whose  numbers,  by  the  by,  lessen  trouble 
to  Mr.  President,  will  make  rare  sport  for  the  Amateurs  ;  to  be  a 
little  more  sober,  I  think  it  quite  impossible  as  yet  to  determine 
what  new  controversies  or  parlies  are  likely  to  arise  ;  so  far  as  I 
can  conjecture,  the  remnant  of  federalism  here  is  disposed  to  look 
on. 

Mr.  Otis  of  Boston  has  been  with  us,  but  left  the  Senate  a  week 
ago  or  more,  to  hold  his  Court,  which  will  continue  the  suits  and 
allow  the  General  to  return.     If  he  really  expected  anything,  I 
fancy  his  hopes  were  not  raised  by  the  week  he  passed  here. 
With  sincere  esteem  &  Respect  &c. 

R.  K. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Jan.  4,  1818. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  should  suppose  the  Expectants  of  the  future  Crown 
would  be  apt  to  question  Mr.  Monroe's  Conduct  as  to  Amelia 
Island.  Party  appearing  to  be  silent,  there  appears  no  adequate 
Motive  for  arraigning  the  Conduct  of  the  Executive  Government 
except  from  its  Rivals.  It  appears  that  the  Queen  intends  to  set 
at  Defiance  the  Examples  of  her  Predecessors  as  to  the  Etiquette 
of  Visiting.  Time  will  show  how  far  she  is  prudent.  It  seems  a 
fearful  odds  to  contend  against  the  Multitude,  Queen  Dolly,  the 
Dutchess  of  Braintrce,  as  would  say  the  Democracy,  &  the  sainted 
Mrs  Washington,  against  whom,  being  now  dead,  no  objections 
can  be  made.  I  understand  the  Western  Patriots  were  much 
offended  at  the  Preference  of  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr.  Clay  as  Secre- 
tary of  State,     .     .     . 

Yours  affectionately 
C.  Gore. 
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{In  substance  what  I  wrote  to  D.   W.  C.)     R.  K. 

{Private.) 

Jan.  4,  1818. 

I  duly  reed,  your  obliging  letter  of  the  13th  past.  The  progress 
made  in  the  Canals  is  more  considerable  than  I  supposed  it  to 
be,  and  that  the  work  which  has  been  done  should  have  been 
accomplished  at  an  expense  below  the  estimate,  is  an  occurrence 
that  rarely  happens  even  in  affairs  more  within  the  reach  of  exact 
calculation — Of  the  utility  &  political  importance  of  these  Canals, 
especially  of  that  between  Erie  &  the  Hudson  none  can  doubt  ; 
my  knowledge  in  this  branch  of  political  economy  is  too  defective 
to  allow  me  to  place  confidence  in  my  own  vague  opinion  on  any 
measure  belonging  to  it ;  but  I  confess  that  looking  at  the  dis- 
tance between  Erie  &  the  Hudson,  and  taking  into  view  the  Hills, 
and  Valleys  &  Rivers  &  Morasses,  over  which  the  canal  must 
pass  I  have  felt  some  doubts,  whether  the  unaided  resources  of 
the  State  would  be  competent  to  its  execution. 

I  have  apprehended,  moreover,  that  the  people  might  become 
impatient  from  the  continuance  of  the  taxes,  wh.  may  be  laid  to 
defray  the  expenses  of  the  work,  and  that  there  was  some  risk 
lest  the  work  after  having  been  begun  and  partially  executed 
might  be  abandoned — the  confidence  which  the  Directors  early 
felt,  and  which  the  further  surveys,  and  the  execution  of  a  portion 
of  the  work,  have  served  to  strengthen,  is  calculated  to  diminish 
these  fears,  and  to  encourage  all  to  unite  in  promoting  the  great 
work. 

It  is  certain  that  the  western  States,  especially  those  N.  W.  of 
the  Ohio,  have  a  very  deep  interest  in  the  opening  of  this  great 
communication,  and  I  think,  that  I  discover  an  increasing  solici- 
tude on  this  subject  as  these  States  increase  in  people  & 
cultivation. 

If  you  can  go  on  successfully  with  portions  of  the  Canal  for  a 
few  years,  especially  if  the  portions  completed  yield  a  toll,  this 
solicitude  will  become  stronger  &  stronger,  and  these  States  may 
cooperate  in  the  completion  of  the  great  work. 

No  measure  that  I  can  imagine,  will  be  more  certain  to  pro- 
mote the  prosperity  of  the  State  ;  none  to  secure  to  it  the  weight 
and  authority  in  the  affairs  of  the  Nation  to  which  the  State  is  on 
every  consideration  so  well  entitled.     I  presume  that  Genl.  Tall- 
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madge  and  probably  others  give  you  information  concerning  the 
actual  and  probable  state  of  things  here  ;  there  is  much  apparent 
apathy,  which  is  however  no  proof  that  strong  passions  do  not 
exist  &  which  are  waiting  only  for  a  fit  occasion  to  shew  them- 
selves. 

Subsequent  to  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of Mr.  S.  and  my- 
self reed,  your  public  letter  of to  which  we  have  replied  : 

in  addition  to  the  observations  on  the  charge  for  repairing  arms, 
contained  in  our  joint  letter,  I  take  the  liberty  to  remark  that  a 
discussion  is  now  going  on  between  Virginia  &  the  accountant  of 
the  Treasury  respecting  the  arms,  which  that  State  supplied  to  its 
militia  called  into  the  service  of  the  U.  S.  There  is  something 
peculiar  in  this  discussion.  When  the  Virginia  militia  were  dis- 
charged, their  arms  were  detained  by  the  Staff  of  the  U.  S.,  or 
rather  such  portions  of  the  arms  as  were  not  purloined,  or  lost  by 
the  militia.  The  U.  S.  having  no  arms  at  Norfolk,  are  said  to 
have  detained  these  arms,  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  future  de- 
tachments of  Militia  who  might  be  without  arms.  Many  of  these 
arms  were  damaged  and  have  been  repaired  by  the  U,  8.  Vir- 
ginia charges  the  U.  S.  for  all  the  arms  supplied  to  her  Militia  ; 
the  U.  S.  credit  such  as  they  actually  detained,  and  charge  Vir- 
ginia for  the  expense  of  repairing  them  :  this  last  Charge  is 
resisted,  &  for  the  lost  arms,  Virginia  claims  payrat.,  and  the 
accountant  refuses  it. — Such  I  understand  to  be  the  points  of 
controversy  ;  perhaps  they  are  inaccurate  ;  I  mention  them  there- 
fore privately  ;  but  if  Virginia  claims  and  is  allowed,  the  first  cost 
of  her  arms  delivered  to  her  Militia,  the  principle  would  cover 
our  charge  of  repairs  as  well  as  a  charge  for  arms  lost  by  our 
militia,  which  must  have  been  considerable. 

Very  respectfully  I  am  Dr.  Sir  yr.  most  ob.  Sr. 


R.  King  to  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  Eldon. 

Washington,  January  6,  i8i8. 
My  Lord  : 

Among  the  proofs  of  friendship  and  of  a  disposition  to  treat 
with  liberality  the  subjects  which  it  became  my  duty  to  discuss 
with  your  Government,  during  my  residence  in  England,  none 
are  recollected  with  more  satisfaction  than  the  instances  of  your 
Lordship's  interference  in  cases  of  intricacy  and  importance  that 
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were  committed  to  my  charge,  and  the  right  decision  of  which 
could  only  be  come  at  by  the  patient  and  impartial  consideration, 
which  your  Lordship,  as  one  of  the  King's  Ministers  was  good 
enough  to  give  them. 

It  is  the  examination  of  this  sort,  especially  when  relating  only 
to  private  individuals,  which  public  men  in  every  Country,  how- 
ever upright  and  diligent,  are,  from  the  pressure  of  graver  con- 
cerns, prone  to  postpone,  or  to  refer  to  subordinate  Departments  ; 
and  hence  it  happens  that  the  decision  of  these  cases  becomes 
matter  of  uncertainty,  and  sometimes  of  peculiar  hardship.  I  am 
led  to  make  these  reflections,  which  I  rely  upon  your  Lordship's 
liberality  to  secure,  by  the  case  of  my  countrymen  Archibald 
Gracie  &  Sons,  which  Mr.  Gracie  is  gone  to  England  for  the  pur- 
pose of  submitting  to  the  consideration  of  the  King's  Privy  Coun- 
cil.*    There  may  be  an  objection,  in  limine,  to  this  application, 

*  The  claim  above  alluded  to  arose  from  an  arrangement  made  by  the  MM. 
Sampayo  of  Lisbon  with  the  British  Government  to  supply  the  allied  army  in 
the  Peninsula  with  breadstuffs  from  America.  They  were  to  be  paid  for  by 
bills  of  exchange  drawn  by  the  Ambassador  Charles  Stuart  (at  Lisbon)  upon  the 
British  Treasury,  and  shipped  "for  account  &  risk  of  the  Government,"  as 
witnessed  and  certified  by  the  British  consul  in  America.  Among  the  agents 
employed  by  MM.  Sampayo  were  Messrs.  A.  Gracie  &  Sons,  who  in  1811  and 
18 1 2  made  many  shipments  which  were  paid  for  as  above  noted.  Upon  the 
declaration  of  war  with  Great  Britain,  these  shipments  would  have  been  discon- 
tinued, but  by  the  agency  of  M.  Sampayo,  Mr.  Foster,  the  British  Minister  at 
Washington,  issued  licenses  to  carry  them  on,  the  only  change  being  that  the 
invoices  stated  that  they  were  made  "  to  the  account  and  risk  of  H.  T.  Sam- 
payo "  instead  of  the  British  Government  ;  the  bills  were  still  paid  by  bills 
drawn  upon  the  British  Treasury.  After  a  time  these  remittances  were  ex- 
hausted, but  private  enterprises  carried  on  the  shipments,  the  parties  being 
protected  by  passports  authorizing  them,  and  the  Portuguese  Government 
agreeing  with  M.  Sampayo  at  Lisbon  to  take  the  breadstuffs  that  he  might 
receive  within  six  months  of  October  12,  1812,  at  a  fair  price.  He  promised 
to  his  correspondents  in  America  prompt  payment,  sending  them  at  the  same 
time  a  package  of  licenses,  issued  by  the  Privy  Council  and  signed  by  Lord 
Sydmouth  in  September,  1812. 

Relying  upon  these  Messrs.  Gracie  &  Sons  bought  flour  in  the  Delaware  and 
Chesapeake,  sending  it  from  the  former  in  their  own  and  chartered  vessels  to 
Lisbon,  where  it  arrived  in  the  spring  of  1813  and  was  paid  for  by  bills  on  the 
British  Treasury.  In  February,  1813,  several  vessels  were  loaded,  and  cleared 
from  Baltimore  and  proceeded  down  the  Chesapeake,  with  licenses  from  the 
Privy  Council  issued  in  September,  1812,  and  good  for  nine  months.     In  the 
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because  it  does  not  go  through  the  ordinary  channel  ;  if  your 
Lordshij)  shall,  which  is  the  special  object  of  this  letter  to  re- 
quest you  will,  examine  the  Memorial  that  Mr.  Gracie  presents, 
I  think  that  the  reason  of  the  departure  from  the  usual  form  and 
channel  of  application  will  be  well  understood  and  allowed. 

The  Memorialists,  as  I  have  abundant  reason  to  know,  enter- 
tained full  confidence  that  the  business  of  sending  supplies  to  the 
Peninsula,  would  be  protected  from  the  hostile  molestation  of 
England.  Being  a  commercial  House  of  good  standing,  both  as 
regards  solidity  and  prudence,  they  engaged  under  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances in  the  furnishing  of  these  supplies,  with  full  reliance 
on  the  efficacy  of  the  Licenses  which  promised  their  protection 
against  acts  of  British  hostility  ;  without  such  confidence,  as  pru- 
dent Merchants  they  could  not  have  embarked  in  the  business  ; 
what  has  already  happened  has  impaired  their  fortunes  ;  what 
is  still  depending  is  therefore  of  greater,  indeed  of  the  greatest, 
consequence  to  them.  A  partner  of  this  House,  being  a  near 
Relative  *  of  mine  will  account  to  your  Lordship,  how  I  have 

meantime  a  blockade  had  been  established  at  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake, 
and  the  shippers  were  told  they  could  not  go  out.  Believing  that  their  passports 
protected  them  from  "  any  molestation"  notwithstanding  the  war,  and  "  that 
the  naval  forces  would  not  be  authorized  to  act  in  violation  of  the  public  faith," 
Messrs.  Gracie  &  Sons  ordered  their  ships  to  pursue  their  voyage.  But  being 
informed  that  other  ships  in  the  same  situation  had  been  ordered  back  they 
suspended  their  voyage.  Several  months  passed  ;  they  then  learned  that  the 
British  Admiral  had  permitted  several  vessels,  neutral  and  American,  to  pass  out 
with  their  cargoes,  and  they  ordered  their  ships  to  proceed  to  sea,  if  permitted. 
Without  being  turned  back,  they  were  captured,  and  the  Rolla  and  cargo  were 
sent  to  Bermuda  and  acquitted,  and  the  Protectress  to  Halifax  and  condemned. 
Messrs.  Gracie  &  Sons  claimed  that  they  had  gone  out  relying  upon  their 
licenses  "  under  which  they  might  safely  be  where  they  were,  when  seized  by 
the  Eng.  Squadron,"  though  otherwise  they  might  lawfully  be  captured  as  ene- 
my's goods.  As  the  flour  was  perishable  they  claimed  payment  also  on  that  on 
two  vessels  loaded  under  the  same  circumstances  which  were  lying  at  Norfolk. 

Mr.  Charles  King,  one  of  the  house  of  A.  Gracie  &  Sons,  had  gone  to  Eng- 
land to  present  these  claims  in  the  summer  of  1813.  On  the  9th  of  July,  1813, 
the  Privy  Council  for  Trade  refused  to  recognize  the  claim  on  the  ground  that 
a  license  granted  by  any  Government  could  not  have  "  the  effect  of  authorizing 
such  vessels  in  any  future  war  in  which  that  Government  might  be  engaged  to 
violate  a  blockade"  (The  war  was  declared  in  June  18,  1812 — the  licenses 
were  dated  September,  18 12). 

*  His  son  Charles  King. 
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become  accquainted  with  these  affairs,  and,  as  I  hope,  will  like- 
wise serve  as  an   apology  for  the  solicitude,  which  I  take  the 
liberty  to  express  concerning  the  issue  of  this  memorial. 
With  distinguished  consideration  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
yr.  Ldp.  Most  obt.  and  very  humble  sevt. 

RuFus  King. 


R.  King  to  Lord  Sydmouth. 

{Copy.) 

October,  1817. 

My  Lord  : 

Nothing  but  the  injurious  consequences  to  the  house  of  A. 
Gracie  &  Sons,  that  may  follow  the  condemnation  of  their  Ships 
RoUa  and  Protectress  with  their  cargoes  could  have  induced  me 
again  to  address  your  Lordship  on  this  subject.  My  son,  who  is 
known  to  your  Lordship,  being  a  partner  of  this  house,  I  take  an 
interest  in  their  concerns,  that  otherwise  I  might  not  do.  Al- 
though this  consideration  is  altogether  irrelative  to  the  merits  of 
the  memorial*  which  they  will  present  to  his  Majesty's  Privy 
Council,  it  will  nevertheless  as  I  hope  be  received  by  your  Lord- 
ship as  an  apology  for  my  interference. 

After  spending  two  years  in  England  to  solicit  a  favorable  de- 
cision of  their  claims,  my  son  has  returned  home,  leaving  the 
claims  where  he  found  them  depending  in  the  High  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, Mr.  Gracie,  the  principal  of  this  house,  is  with  reluctance 
constrained  to  go  himself  to  England  to  look  after  this  important 
concern,  and  I  take  the  liberty  to  give  him  this  letter  to  your 
Lordship,  and  of  recommending  him  and  his  claim  to  your  Lord- 
ship's consideration  and  protection.  Mr.  G.  is  an  upright  and 
respectable  man,  and  no  person  among  us  sustains  a  better 
reputation. 

I  am  aware  of  the  arduous  business  that  calls  for  the  time  and 
attention  of  public  men,  and  how  necessary  it  often  is  that  lesser 
concerns  should  give  place  to  greater  ones  ;  but  individual  cases 
are  sometimes  of  such  peculiar  hardship,  that  these  considerations 
cannot  be  postponed  without  the  appearance  of  injustice.  V'our 
Lordship  will  pardon  my  making  this  observation,  as  well  as  ex- 

*  This  memorial  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  King,  and  presents  a  clear  statement 
of  the  facts  and  of  the  justness  of  the  claim. 
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pressing  my  full  j^ersuasion,  if  the  claim  of  A.  Gracie  &  Sons  be 
fully  considered  and  understood  by  his  Majesty's  Privy  Council 
the  result  will  be  a  decision  in  their  favor. 


J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  Jan'y  8,  1818. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  The  assembly  met  on  Tuesday  but  adjourned  without 
choosing  a  speaker — the  next  day  after  a  short  struggle  Mr  Ger- 
man was  chosen  by  the  aid  of  some  of  the  federalists — I  regret 
to  say  that  there  are  some  of  the  federal  gentlemen  and  influen- 
tial ones  too,  who  are  deeply  pledged  to  support  the  waning  for- 
tunes of  Mr  Clinton.  On  this  point  the  federal  party  must,  if  it 
has  not  already,  divide.  Once  separated  there  can  be  no  middle 
course,  a  neutrality  party  in  politics,  if  not  an  absurdity,  at  least 
is  evidence  of  indecision.  We  are  not  yet  declared  enemies,  but 
if  I  mistake  not,  the  question  of  the  Council  and  the  choice  of  a 
Senator,  must,  if  these  gentlemen  persist,  decide  the  matter  irre- 
vocably. Mr  W.  Duer,  Van  Vechten,  Bunner,  Hoffman,  who  is 
here,  and  who  sacrifices  in  this  instance  all  hopes  of  advancement 
here,  and  myself  are  opposed  to  Mr  W.  Van  Ness,  Oakley  and  J. 
Van  Rensselaer.  Mr  Clinton  has  found  means  to  flatter  these 
gentlemen  with  the  prospect  of  attaining  their  utmost  wishes  by 
adhering  to  and  supporting  his  administration.  I  write  thus 
freely  to  you  that  nothing  may  be  concealed  as  regards  my  own 
or  the  sentiments  of  those  with  whom  I  act,  or  the  choice  of  pro- 
ceeding of  those  who  differ  from  us.  What  will  be  your  views  I 
can  only  conjecture.  If  you  should  feel  disposed  to  communi- 
cate them  to  me,  I  should  be  gratified  in  receiving  them. 

I  remain 

Yours  Affectionately 

John  A.  King. 

W.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Washington,  Jan'y  8,  1818. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  find  on  enquiry  here  considerable  solicitude  even  on  the  part 
of  my  Republican  friends  that  your  Father  should  be  again  re- 
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turned  to  the  Senate  from  your  State  ;  from  his  great  experience 
the  interest  of  the  Country  will  be  essentially  promoted  by  the 
measure.  I  have  this  day  written  Mr.  Bowne  on  the  subject.  Col. 
Connor  of  Albany,  who  leaves  Washington  this  day,  will  aid  this 
measure,  and  your  friends  can  converse  with  him  freely  on  the 
subject  ;  he  has  long  been  an  acquaintance  of  mine  and  will  do 
everything  in  his  power  to  unite  the  party  opposed  to  Mr.  Clinton 
with  that  of  yours,  (this  must  be  confidential).  Col.  Connor  states 
to  me  that  the  fedl.  party  with  you  are  not  organized ;  on  this  oc- 
casion they  ought  to  be,  so  far  as  to  act  with  uniformity  ;  in  which 
case  he  assures  me  there  will  be  no  doubt  of  the  result.  The  Col. 
Connor  is  a  particular  friend  of  Mr.  Crawford  ;  your  father,  I 
find,  thinks  well  of  him  also — so  that  there  is  nothing  wrong  in 
that.     .     .     . 

Your  friend 

W.  King. 


Thomas  B.  Wait    to  R.  King. 

Boston,  Jany.  9,  1818. 
Sir  : 

Owing  to  the  irregularity  of  the  mails,  your  letter  of  the  ist 
inst.  was  not  received  till  yesterday.  I  am  greatly  obliged  to  you 
for  the  information  relative  to  the  publication  of  the  Journals 
of  the  Old  Congress  and  of  the  Convention.*  I  am  preparing 
for  the  journey  and  shall  proceed  immediately  to  Washington. 
The  Natl.  Intelligencer  which  arrived  to  day  contains  Mr.  San- 
ford's  introduction  of  a  joint  resolution  and  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate.  Of  this  Committee  I  am 
extremely  happy  to  find  you  are  one.  Should  no  report  be  made 
till  I  arrive,  and  I  think  from  the  importance  of  the  subject,  that 
none  can  be  prepared  by  that  time,  there  can  be  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  my  application  for  the  printing  will  be  in  season.  Be- 
fore the  arrival  of  the  N.  Intelligencer,  I  conjectured  that  the 
publication  would  probably  be  made  under  the  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  yesterday  called  on  President  Adams  for 
a  letter  to  his  son. 

*  The  publication  of  these  Journals  was  ordered  by  Congress  by  a  bill  for  the 
purpose,  which  originated  in  the  Senate,  was  amended  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, and  was  finally  passed  in  the  Senate  as  amended  on  March  19,  1818. 
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Confidential.  1  happened  to  mention,  when  in  conversation 
with  Mr.  Adams,  that  you  had,  two  years  ago,  proposed  to  the 
Senate  to  print  the  private  journal  of  the  old  Congress,  but  that 
Mr.  Madison  was  not  then  prepared  to  give  his  consent,  '''and 
sJiould  the  publication  of  the  Journals  of  the  Convention"  said  he 
"  depend  on  the  consent  of  Mr.  M.  they  would  probably  never  see  the 
light.- 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect  your  most  obliged  and  very  humb. 

Servt. 

Thomas  B.  Wait. 


Notes  in  handwriting  of  R.  King.     Marked  Notes  &'c  Secret. 

Jany.   14,  1818. 

Made  the  Pr.  a  visit  at  3  p.m.  The  conversation  quickly  com- 
menced on  his  part  respecting  ye  condition  of  So.  America  ;  he 
said  that  it  was  with  great  reluctance  he  engaged  to  authorize  the 
suppression  of  the  banditti  at  Amelia  &  Galveston  ;  that  he  had 
become  persuaded  that  they  were  unauthorized  by  the  Govr.  of 
the  Sp.  Colonies  ;  that  he  was  assailed  by  the  Span.  Min.  on  the 
charge  that  these  Rovers  were  Amer.  citizens  and  their  vessels 
and  munitions  of  war  derived  from  the  U.  S.  ;  besides  that  the 
introduction  of  slaves,  and  the  practice  of  smuggling  had  become 
alarming,  and  seemed  likely  to  increase,  and  that,  such  were  the 
temptations,  no  small  danger  existed  lest  our  people  might  be  se- 
duced by  them,  and  at  an  early  day,  a  body  might  be  assembled, 
that  wd.  be  formidable,  &  perhaps  diflficult  to  disperse  ;  that  the 
Govt,  of  Venezuela  was  dispersed  or  broken  up,  &  that  of  Mex- 
ico no  longer  existed  ;  that  Herrera  of  Venezuela  admitted  that 
they,  the  assemblage  at  Amelia,  had  no  power  from  that  quarter  ; 
and  if  Avery  had  any  commission  it  was  one  granted  by  Agents 
from  Venezuela  or  Mexico,  residing  in  this  Country,  and  not  pro- 
ceeding from  these  principals,  if  even  they  any  longer  could  be 
found. 

That  Don  Onis  demanded  whether  we  meant  to  hold  Amelia  ? 
In  return  he  was  asked  if  Spain  could  defend  it,  if  restored  by  us  ? 
He  would  write  to  the  Gov.  of  the  Havannah  to  send  400  men  to 
occupy  &  defend  it.  But  was  he  sure  that  the  Gov.  had  400  men 
to  spare  ?  this  he  could  not  absolutely  determine,  but  if  we  wd. 
keep  it  until  he  could  write  and  receive  an  answer,  it  wd.  be  satis- 
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factory.  But  this  he  was  told  seemed  needless,  since  we  knew 
that  Spain  had  not  the  naen  and  was  unable  to  defend  Amelia. 
Would  he  request  us  to  evacuate  Amelia,  and  leave  it  open  to 
Banditti  to  return  ?  perhaps  not,  but  wd.  desire  to  have  time  to 
write  to  the  Govr.  of  the  Havannah,  for  men  to  receive  the  pos- 
session from  us.     Such  is  the  state  of  the  subject  of  Amelia. 

The  Govr.  or  Commander  of  Pensacola  has  written  to  Judge 
Talnian  denouncing  a  plan  of  the  Seminole  Indians  in  concert 
with  certain  Amer.  Citizens  to  attack  him  and  take  possession  of 
Pensacola,  and  desiring  the  Judge's  interference  to  stop  the 
Americans.  Talman  answers  the  Govr.  that  he  will  take  measures 
to  restrain  the  Amer.  Citizens  ;  and  the  correspondence  between 
the  Pensacola  Govr.  &  Talman  has  just  been  communicated  to 
D.  O.,  in  proof  of  the  inability  of  Spain  to  protect  Pensacola. 

Bagot  has  not  heretofore  meddled  about  So.  America  ;  but  after 
the  arrest  of  the  British  officers  at  Phila.,  who  were  going  to  aid  the 
Patriots,  he  applied  verbally  for  their  discharge  :  was  told  that  he 
must  make  his  application  in  writing,  wh.  he  did,  and  so  embar- 
rassed himself  &  compromitted  his  Govt,  ;  he  therefore  at  present 
is  quiet. 

Neuville,  on  the  part  of  France,  desires  to  take  measures  in 
concert  with  us,  or  with  our  concurrence,  or  approbation,  to  sup- 
press the  piratical  or  privateer  enterprises  in  the  Bay  of  Mexico, 
&  on  our  seas  ;  the  allies  may  be  urged  to  measures  on  this  sub- 
ject :  the  subject  is  under  yr.  consideration.  France  dislikes  the 
project  of  Indep.  of  Sp.  Amer  :  but  what  would  France  have  the 
U.  S.  do  ?  They  have  acted  with  impartiality  towards  Spain,  and 
are  now  taking  measures  to  remove  these  Cruisers,  claiming  to 
act  under  authority  of  the  Sp.  Colonies,  from  our  Neighbourhood. 
What  would  France  wish  to  do  with  our  privity  or  consent? 
Neuville  answered  that  She  wd.  Station  Frigates  off  our  coasts  ; 
but  as  France  opposes  ye.  views  of  ye.  Span.  Colonies,  a  measure 
of  this  sort,  with  our  consent,  Avould  be  repugnant  to  our  system 
of  neutrality  between  Sp.  &  her  colonies. 

D.  O.  of  Spain  urges  more  vigorous  measures  agt.  the  Cruisers 
all  of  which  directly  or  indirectly  proceed  from  the  resources  & 
are  navigated  by  the  Citizens  of  the  U.  S. — a  fact  so  undeniable 
that  Spain  must  and  does  hold  the  U.  S.  responsible  for  the  in- 
juries wh.  they  commit  on  Spain  &  her  Commerce. 
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He  also  professes  to  have  powers  to  treat  with  the  U.  S.,  re- 
specting ye.  Floridas  ;  his  powers  have  been  changed,  or  recalled, 
modified  and  renewed  three  times  in  the  last  three  months.  The 
dilatory  and  indecisive  policy  &  diplomacy  of  Spain  make  doubt- 
ful the  declaration  whether  D.  O.  has  powers  ;  but  we,  the  U.  S., 
shall  ascertain  that  fact  in  a  week.  Among  the  for.  Powers,  who 
have  been  sounded,  France  is  agt.  the  Indep.  of  ye.  Sp.  Cols. — 
tho'  shd.  Spain  be  unable  to  regain  her  Dominion,  Fr  desires  that 
the  U.  S.  may  take  the  lead  in  consolidating  their  Ind.  G.  B. 
employs  an  ambiguous  Language  ;  she  does  not  consent  that  the 
U.  S.  shall  aggrandize  themselves  at  the  exp.  of  Spain,  and  will 
adhere  herself  to  a  system  of  neutrality.  Russia,  who  manifests 
the  least  disinclination  to  ye.  Ind.  of  the  Sp.  Colonies,  is  unwilling 
that  any  thing  shd.  be  now  done  in  favor  of  it — as  it  may  disturb 
the  repose  of  Europe  &c. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  agent  hereof  Buenos  Ayres  has  delivered 
within  a  short  time,  three  notes,  of  like  tenor,  demanding  our 
recognition  of  their  Independence.  Mr.  Adams  has  conferred 
with  him,  professed  our  good  wishes,  suggested  considerations 
why  there  shd.  be  no  precipitancy  on  our  part  ;  and  plainly 
stated  that  there  was  no  right  on  theirs  to  demand  that  we  shd. 
acknowledge  their  Independence  ;  that  the  question  was  one,  in 
the  decision  of  wh.  we  must  look  to  our  own  interest  &  policy, 
and  be  effectively  governed  by  them.  Notwithstanding  this  ex- 
planation, a  second  and  a  third  note  to  the  same  purpose  had 
been  reed.,  ^''  the  measure  being  urged  on  by  persons  here."  We 
have  not  ansd.,  sd.  the  President,  Mr.  Robinson's  *  call  for 
Papers.  We  have  statements  of  all  sorts,  and  very  contradictory 
ones,  respecting  So.  America.  We  desire  to  see  So.  America 
independent  ;  we  want  no  favours  of  her,  but  desire  only  to  be 
on  an  equal  footing  in  our  intercourse.  In  the  actual  posture  of 
Europe  &  with  such  knowledge  as  we  possess  of  their  views 
respecting  So.  America,  we  are  unwilling  to  take  any  step  at  this 
time  which  will  absolutely  commit  the  Country,  a  step  wh.  we 
cannot  recall  without  dishonor  ;  such  seems  to  us  to  be  the  true 
Policy  of  the  nation. 

Some  conversation  took  place  respecting  his  pub.  Dinners  & 

*  Roberts  ? 
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Mrs.  M.'s  Drawing  Rooms  ;  concerning  wh.,  having  before  ex- 
pressed to  me  a  hope  that  we  (Mrs.  K.  and  myself)  wd.  support 
them,  their  plan  being  a  little  different  from  those  of  the  last 
Presidt.,  I  told  him  that  on  the  question  of  Mrs.  M.  returning 
visits,  perhaps  the  best  course  wd.  be,  as  her  health  and  other 
circumstances  wd.  not  permit  her  to  return  all,  to  return  none  ; 
and  for  the  same  reason  that,  in  ill  health,  a  Drawing  Room  once 
a  fortnight  we  thought  wd.  suffice  &c.  &c.  I  observed  to  him,  as 
probably  several  Individuals  were  laying  their  Plans  already  rela- 
tive to  ye  future  Presidency,  and  as  agents  or  connexions  here  of 
ye  several  Competitors  were  watching  every  word  and  action 
having  relation  to  their  wishes,  every  thing  wh.  he  might  say  or 
insinuate  concerning  their  interests,  wd.  be  seized  upon  and  em- 
ployed to  promote  their  views. 

RuFus  King. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Jan.  15,  1818. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

.  .  .  After  reading  the  Laws  brought  forward  by  Mr.  M.  to 
justify  the  taking  Possession  of  Amelia  Island,  I  do  not  perceive 
the  Solidity  of  the  Justification.  The  Crisis  apprehended,  or  ex- 
isting in  181 1  would  appear  to  me  different  from  that  of  1817,  and 
if  the  two  Cases,  there  supposed  as  likely  to  occur,  make  the 
Crisis,  these  do  not  seem  to  have  taken  place  ;  viz  the  presumed 
occupation  of  a  foreign  Govt.  &  the  voluntary  transfer  by  the 
local  Authorities.  You  may  recollect  in  1814  or  1815  I  moved  a 
Call  on  the  Executive  Department  to  know  if  any  thing  had  been 
done  in  consequence  of  these  Laws  &  was  about  to  propose  a 
Repeal  of  them,  but  was  restrained,  as  I  think,  by  the  observa- 
tion, that  they  were  now  considered  as  a  mere  dead  Letter.  How- 
ever this  may  be,  or  whatever  may  be  the  just  Construction  of 
them,  I  entertain  no  doubt,  that  such  is  the  reigning  disposition 
in  Massachusetts,  that  if,  by  chance,  any  hesitation  should  arise 
as  to  the  Constitutionality  of  the  President's  Conduct,  this  will  be 
considered  as  a  complete  Authority.     .     .     . 

Yours  affectionately, 

C.  Gore. 
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Washington,  Sunday,  Jany.  i8,  1818. 
Mv  DEAR    FRIEND  : 

As  yet,  with  the  exception  of  Amelia  Island,  and  John  Ander- 
son, nothing  of  importance,  or  that  has  been  treated  as  such,  has 
occurred  in  Congress. 

You  will  see  the  message  of  the  Pr.  respecting  Amelia  ;  but  as 
the  old  practice  of  answering  communications  from  the  Execu- 
tive, no  longer  exists,  the  message  will  be  regarded  as  mere  in- 
formation, and  not  as  calling  for  the  expression  of  any  opinion, 
or  the  provision  of  any  measure  relative  thereto. 

It  is  understood,  that  now'\\.  is  intended  to  retain  the  possession 
of  Amelia  I.  Don  Onis  protested  most  manfully  agt.  the  occupa- 
tion of  it,  by  Auey  &  Company,  charging  them  to  be,  both  men  & 
resources,  from  the  U.  S.  and  declaring  that  his  Master  must  hold 
the  U.  S.  answerable  for  all  losses  that  his  People  might  suffer  by 
reason  of  their  Piracies.  Now  he  without  doubt  remonstrates 
against  our  occupation  of  the  Island  as  an  invasion  of  ye  terri- 
tory of  Spain,  tho'  such  possession  is  necessary  to  keep  Aury  and 
Company,  who  are  turned  out,  from  returning  again. 

What  wd.  be  his  answer,  if  it  were  proposed  to  him,  to  receive 
back  Amelia,  in  other  words,  to  evacuate  it,  can  hardly  be 
doubted.  Since  neither  from  Augustine  nor  Havanna  could  he 
draw  fifty  men  to  defend  Amelia,  if  restored  to  its  owner. 

It  is  said,  D.  Onis  himself  says,  that  he  has  powers  to  negotiate 
about  Florida  &c.  &c.  ;  if  so  he  will  probably  be  soon  tried  ;  and 
if  they  will  sell  Florida  for  money,  or  exchange  it  for  territory  in 
West  Louisiana,  the  negotiation  so  long  depending  may  come  to  a 
close.  I  however  doubt  D.  O's  powers.  As  regards  S.  American 
Independence  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  of  the  Span. 
Colonies  except  Buenos  Ayres,  «&:  perhaps  Chili,  which  can  pretend 
to  Independence,  and  in  Chili  even  the  Spanish  forces  are  said  to 
have  partial  possession,  and  when  they  have  it  not,  the  Country  is 
under  the  rule  of  the  Buenos  Ayrean  forces. 

I  presume  that  a  portion,  tho'  I  believe  a  minor  portion,  of 
Congress  desire  some  act  to  be  done  equivalent  to  the  recognition 
of  the  Inde.  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

So  far  as  I  can  fathom  the  system  of  the  Executive — they  mean 
to  act  with  caution  and  to  take  no  step,  which  they  may  not 
qualify  or  retract,  if  found  to  be  expedient.     They  will  do  nothing 


l8l8]  LIFE  AND   CORRESPONDENCE.  109 

agt.  ye  views  of  the  Sp.  Colonies — and  so  long  as  the  controversy 
is  confined  to  Spain  &  the  Colonies,  they  will  not,  at  least  things 
continuing  as  they  are,  take  any  part  in  their  favor.  Such  indeed 
are  my  own  views  concerning  this  question — whether  we  will,  and 
when  we  will,  acknowledge  ye.  Indep.  of  any  of  these  Colonies, 
are  questions  to  be  determined  by  a  reference,  not  to  their  in- 
terests but  to  our  own — when  it  shall  be  therefore  plainly  our 
interest  to  take  a  part  we  ought  to  do  so,  &  not  before.  You  will 
not  suppose  that  I  have  changed  any  of  my  former  opinions 
respecting  the  advantage  to  this  Country  that  will  arise  out  of  ye 
Indep.  of  ye  Span.  Colonies,  but  it  is  a  serious  question,  and  I 
shd.  regard  it  as  an  unfortunate  decision  of  it,  that  we  shd.  in  the 
actual  posture  of  the  world  plunge  into  a  war  for  the  deliverance 
of  these  Colonies,  whose  incapacity  to  manage  their  own  affairs, 
must  for  a  time  be  the  cause  of  great  confusion  &  disorder. 

Yrs  R.  K. 


R.  King  to  Edward  King. 

Washington,  Jany.  18,  1818. 
My  dear  Edward  : 

.  .  .  Your  Legislature,  it  seems,  intend  taxing  the  U.  S. 
Branches,  that  are  placed  in  the  State  of  Ohio.  I  am  not  clear 
that  they  have,  or  have  not,  such  a  power  ;  indeed  I  have  never 
examined  the  question.  This  disposition  of  the  Legislature  may 
however  be  regarded  as  evidence  of  the  public  temper  and 
feeling  respecting  the  interference  of  these  Branches  with  the 
State  Banks.  As  large  sums  of  money  are  collected  in  your 
State  for  the  sale  of  lands  of  the  U.  S.,  and  as  these  sums  will  be 
deposited  in  the  Branches,  the  Branches  will  have  a  power  over  the 
Specie  in  the  State  Banks,  in  the  proportion  in  which  the  payments 
for  the  public  lands  are  made  in  the  notes  of  the  State  Banks. 
Unless  this  power  be  used  with  moderation  the  Branches  will  be 
regarded  by  all  who  are  interested  in  the  State  Banks,  with 
stronger  feelings  than  jealousy. 

I  suggest  this  view  to  you  in  order  that  you  may  give  to  it  the 
proper  influence  wh.  it  shd.  have  upon  your  opinions  as  a  Branch 
Director.  It  is  very  desirable  that  harmony  should  be  promoted 
between  the  Branches  and  State  Banks.  The  heavy  sums  col- 
lected for  lands  and  balances  for  goods  purchased  in  our  larger 
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cities  will  together  create  an  aggregate  remittance  to  the  Treasury 
here  and  to  our  merchants  in  our  Seaports,  which  must  make  the 
exchanges  constantly  against  yon,  &  may  have  the  inconvenient 
effects  that  will  create  dissatisfaction.  These  are  additional 
considerations  recommendatory  of  conciliation  and  harmony 
between  the  Branches  and  State  Banks  ;  if  by  the  ordinary 
operations  &  agency  of  the  U.  S.  Branches  these  remittances  are 
to  be  effected,  especially  the  public  remittances,  this  fact  will  be- 
come connected  with  the  real  or  supposed  disadvantages  which  the 
draining  the  State  of  so  much  specie  may  be  supposed  to  occasion. 
The  dissatisfaction  of  the  State  Banks,  arising  from  the  harsh 
and  intemperate  administration  of  the  U.  S,  Branches,  united 
with  such  opinions  of  disadvantage,  may  create  an  unpleasant  state 
of  public  opinion,  respecting  the  U.  S.  Branches,  which  may 
extend  its  unfavorable  influence  to  the  Directors.  These  are 
things  to  be  thought  of  and  considered,  and  are  justly  entitled  to 
be  estimated  for  their  worth  in  the  adoption  of  such  measures  as 
affect  the  State  Banks. 

You  will  perceive  from  the  frequency  of  my  recurrence  to  this 
subject,  that  I  feel  some  solicitude  that  your  opinions  and  conduct 
as  a  Director  of  the  U.  S.  Bank  at  Chillicothe  should  be  well 
considered,  should  be  moderate,  should  not  disregard  the  interests 
and  good  opinion  of  those  with  whom  you  live  and  whose  kind- 
ness and  good  will  are  of  so  much  importance  to  your  welfare  and 
prosperity. 

Farewell,  my  dear  Son, 

R.  K. 


CHAPTER  VII. 
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C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Jan.  19,  18 18. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

You  will  perceive  by  Governor  Brooks'  Message  that  although 
he  says  nothing  relative  to  the  Militia  Claim,  nor  the  Seminole 
War,  he  has  been  induced  to  join  in  the  Hosannas  to  the  present 
admin.  It  will  be  told,  as  is  the  fact,  to  all  whom  it  may  concern, 
that  this  tribute  has  flowed  from  the  Exertions  of  the  President's 
friend  at  Washington,  &  here  it  is  wisely  augured  to  be  a  master 
Stroke  of  Policy,  which  will  soften  the  obdurate  Hearts  of  those, 
who  have  hitherto  opposed  the  demands  of  Massachusetts  for  Re- 
imbursements of  the  Sums  advanced  by  her  in  the  late  war.  It  is 
further  said  here,  that  Monroe  &  Crawford  both  declare  their  Re- 
gret they  ever  suffered  the  Claim  to  go  out  of  the  Hands  of  the 
Executive.  Some  objections  may,  by  unknowing  ones,  be  made 
to  the  passing  by  every  federal  Candidate  for  office,  but  then  it  is 
perfectly  well  understood  that  Monroe  intends,  so  soon  as  his 
hands  are  a  little  stronger,  to  follow  his  Inclinations,  and  appoint 
the  distinguished  federaists  of  New  England  to  office.     .     .     . 

Faithfully  your  C.  Gore. 

Ill 
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C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Jan.  26,  18 18. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

You  will  have  seen  before  this,  that  my  Sentiments  perfectly 
correspond  with  yours  relative  to  South  America.  A  War  with 
Spain  would  hardly  fail  to  bring  on  the  same  with  England — and 
even  without  that  Combination,  our  trade  would  be  deeply  affected 
by  the  Swarms  of  Privateers,  which  under  one  of  the  flags  would 
infest  our  whole  Coast ;  and  hitherto  we  have  not  had  the  small- 
est Evidence  of  a  Capacity  in  the  South  Americans  or  their  abil- 
ity to  govern  themselves  either  in  Peace  or  War.     .     .     . 

Your  affectionate  Friend 
C.  Gore. 

Notes  in  R.  Kings  Handwriting. 

Feby.  2,  1818. 

The  Secretary  of  State — Mr.  Bagot  has  been  instructed  to  state 
that  England  had  been  desired  by  Spain  to  mediate  between  them 
&  the  U.  S.,  had  answered  that  she  could  not  do  so,  unless  like- 
wise desired  by  the  U.  S.,  that  if  so  requested  she  would  become 
the  mediator.  That  she  had  also  at  the  request  of  Spain  signified 
her  willingness  to  become  a  mediator  between  Spain  &  her  Colo- 
nies ;  that  her  views  were*  to  secure  to  the  Colonies  a  freedom  of 
Commerce  and  to  Spain  their  political  dependence — on  the  latter 
head  that  she  wd.  make  a  further  communication  and  at  an  early 
day. 

That  the  answer  to  Mr.  Bagot  wd.  decline  this  mediation  ;  that 
the  questions  in  discussion  were  such,  as  with  a  reasonable  temper 
on  the  side  of  Spain,  we  would  bring  to  a  satisfactory  decision  ; 
that  moreover  we  were  unwilling  to  risk  the  bad  effect  of  the 
mediation  of  Eng.  on  the  increasing  good  harmony  between  Eng. 
&  the  U.  S.  ;  if  the  result  of  ye  mediation  shd.  be  unfavorable  to 
the  U.  S.  it  wd.  awaken  old  animosities  and  disserve  the  mutual 
interests  of  the  two  Countries  ;  that  from  what  had  already  oc- 
curred, we  were  not  altogether  uninformed  of  the  sentiments  of 

*  If  this  be  correct,  Eng.  seeks  only  for  an  occasion  to  abandon  Spain  ;  as 
the  political  depend,  of  the  Colonies  would  be  useless,  with  their  commercial 
freedom,  Spain  would  therefore  refuse  the  counsel,  &  England  wd.  countenance 
&  perhaps  assist  the  Colonies. 
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Engd.,  and  were  therefore  the  more  unwilling  to  concur  in  a 
mediation,  wh.,  by  disappointing  our  just  expectations,  wd. 
neither  promote  the  adjustment  of  our  disputes  with  Spain,  nor 
serve  to  confirm  the  harmony  between  Eng.  &  the  U.  S. 

That  Don  Onis  had  recently  resumed  the  discussion  of  our 
Spanish  claims  ;  that  he  had  sent  three  despatches,  precisely  those 
of  Cavallos  in  1804  ;  that  they  had  been  answered  by  a  reference 
to  the  answers  given  by  us  in  1805. 

That  France  was  not  unfavorably  disposed,  but  at  present 
France  is  bound  hand  and  foot  ;  that  according  to  Pinkney's 
accounts  Russia  cares  &  knows  nothing  about  the  Spanish  Colo- 
nies ;  that  she  has  sold  some  ships  of  the  line  &  frigates  to 
Spain,  to  be  paid  for  by  Eng.  out  of  the  money  to  be  given  to 
Spain  concerning  the  Slave  Trade  ;  that  Erving's  account  was  the 
same  respecting  these  Ships  &  their  payment. 

The  remarks  respecting  Russia  &  France  were  in  reply  to  the 
observation  that  Russia  &  France  wd.  not  see  with  satisfaction 
any  mediation  between  Sp.  &  the  Colonies,  whereby  the  Com- 
merce &  Navigation  of  Engd.  shd.  be  promoted  in  any  exclusive 
manner  or  degree. 

Saturday,  Feby.  7th. 

Dined  at  Crawford's — mixed  company.  Crawford  told  us  that 
Eng.  had  offered  &  been  refused  as  a  mediator  between  U.  S.  and 
Spain. 

Oliver  Wolcott  to  R.  King. 

Litchfield,  Feby.  4,  1818. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.     .     .     I  think  it  impossible  for  Spain  to  reestablish  her  antient 

system  in  America  :  at  the  same  time  I  perceive  no  tendency  to 
the  establishment  of  a  reasonable  government  among  the  colo- 
nists. The  present  race  of  men  seem  to  be  destined  to  destroy 
each  other  and  sincerely  as  I  know  we  both  have  wished  for 
their  independence,  I  do  not  perceive  how  the  U.  States  can  take 
a  part  in  their  affairs  with  advantage  to  either  party.  The  sup- 
pression of  the  Pirates,  Smugglers  and  Slave  traders  on  our 
Frontiers  was  I  think  absolutely  necessary,  and  this  measure, 
instead  of  being  considered  as  an  hostile  act  on  the  part  of  the 

VOL.  VI. — 8. 
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government,   ought   in   candour  to   be    deemed   a  prudent  pre- 
caution for  maintaining  Peace. 

Perhaps  the  Revenue  System  might  be  improved  by  rendering 
the  duties  more  specific  and  insuring  a  more  exact  collection. 
The  great  difficulty  is  that  the  duties  are  evaded.  The  Smug- 
glers and  the  Auctioneers  (who  though  perhaps  not  directly 
connected,  in  effect  cooperate  with  each  other)  menace  our 
manufacturies  and  commercial  cities  with  ruin.  Remedies  for 
these  evils  can  be  easily  imagined  ;  but  whether  public  opinion 
will  permit  them  to  be  applied,  is  deserving  of  consideration. 
The  manufactures  of  Cotton,  Wool,  and  Iron  are  great  national 
interests,  which  ought,  if  possible,  to  be  preserved,  and  it  is 
unpleasant  to  perceive  so  much  of  the  business  of  our  cities, 
accumulating  into  a  few  hands,  in  a  manner  subversive  of  the 
interests  of  fair  traders. 

with  sincere  esteem  &  respect. 

Olivr.  Wolcott. 


R.  King  to  Edward  King. 

Washington,  Feb.  12,  1818. 
My  Dear  Edward  : 

I  have  read  with  a  good  deal  of  satisfaction  what  is  here  called 
Genl.  McArthur's  argument  against  the  proposed  Tax  of  the 
U.  S.  Branches.  I  will  read  it  again  and  return  it  to  you.  The 
Treaty  with  the  Indians  negotiated  by  Genls.  McArthur  &  Cass, 
is  sent  back  to  be  renegotiated  :  of  course  it  will  be  necessary  to 
bring  the  Indians  together  again,  which  cannot  be  done  until 
late  in  the  Spring,  a  circumstance  to  be  regretted,  as  it  will 
unavoidably  postpone  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  until  the 
next  session  of  the  Senate,  and  the  sale  of  the  lands  until  the 
next  year. 

For  many  years  before  the  Revolution,  the  Crown  prohibited 
all  purchases  from  the  Indians  by  individuals  ;  whenever  the 
progress  of  settlement  required,  and  the  Indians  were  willing  to 
sell,  lands,  the  same  were  ceded  by  the  Indians  to  the  Crown, 
which  in  its  turn,  protected  the  Indians  in  the  possession  of  their 
unceded  Lands.  The  U.  S.  have  pursued  the  same  Policy  ; 
they  have  forbidden  the  purchase  of  Indian  Lands  by  Individu- 
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als,  and  claiming  the  Right  of  preemption,  have  from  time  to 
time  obtained  cessions  of  Indian  Lands,  protecting  the  Indians 
as  the  Crown  did,  in  their  reserved  or  unceded  Lands — these 
cessions  have  been  sold  and  the  money  paid  into  the  public 
Treasury. 

Instead  of  pursuing  this  ancient,  expedient  and  advantageous 
mode  of  making  Indian  Treaties,  the  late  commissioners  de- 
parted from  all  former  examples.  They  required  the  Indians 
to  cede  their  whole  territory  to  the  U.  S.,  and  then  by  an  article 
for  that  purpose,  the  U.  S.  are  made  to  retrocede  or  grant  in  fee 
simple  a  portion  of  these  lands  to  the  Indians  ;  the  effect  of  such 
measure  is  to  deprive  the  U.  S.  of  their  preemptive  Right  to 
obtain  a  future  grant  of  these  lands,  so  conveyed  to  the  Indians. 
Other  parts  of  the  Treaty,  which  confirmed  to  the  individuals  of 
the  Indian  Tribes  such  grants  in  severalty  as  the  chiefs  of  the 
Tribes  might  make  to  them,  with  authority  or  power  to  such 
individual  Indians  to  sell  their  shares,  or  several  grants  to  any 
person,  Indian  or  white  man,  is  reprehensible  ;  is  inserting  our 
Laws  relative  to  property  so  as  to  effect  the  Indians  and  their 
regulations.  Our  policy  has  been  to  leave  the  Indians  to  manage 
these  lands  as  they  pleased  ;  to  assign  portions  of  it  to  portions, 
or  individuals,  of  their  Tribes,  and  not  to  meddle  with  these 
dispositions  &  regulations.  Under  the  proposed  Treaty,  Ohio 
would  have  been  embarrassed  with  ejectments,  trespasses,  cov- 
enants, and  all  sorts  of  real  Contracts,  between  Indians  &  whites, 
and  confusion,  as  well  as  fraud,  would  have  been  the  conse- 
quence, had  the  Senate  confirmed  the  Treaty.  It  is  as  true  in 
managing  Indian  affairs,  as  in  attending  to  those  of  the  Church, 
that  we  shd.  be  careful  "  stare  (supra)  vias  antiquas." 

Before  this  Treaty  had  reached  the  Senate,  a  Deputation  of 
Cherokee  Indians,  whose  tribe  have  lately  made  a  cession  of 
Lands  to  the  U.  S.,  having  heard  of  this  Treaty,  applied  to  have 
the  Treaty  made  with  their  Tribe,  reformed  and  settled  on  the 
Plan  of  Genl.  McArthur's  and  Cass'  Treaty. 

The  halfbreeds  among  the  Tribes  would  all  prefer  the  new 
project,  as  it  wd.  enable  them  to  make  money  out  of  it ;  and 
the  novelty  of  the  U.  S.  granting  in  fee,  instead  of  the  Indian 
Tribes  reserving  their  unceded  lands,  wd.  have  put  an  end  to 
the  preemptive  Rights  of  the  U.  S.,  and  not  only  been  the  means 
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of  preventing  their  acquiring  future  and  profitable  cessions  ;  but 
would  have  opened  a  scene  of  fraud,  speculation  and  Indian 
controversy  of  the  most  immoral  and  dangerous  character. 

R.  K. 
P.  S.  As  all  Treaties,  including  Indian   Treaties,  are  deemed 
State  Secrets,  until  ratified  and  published,  you  must  so  far  regard 
this  communication  as  such,  as  not  to  publish  the  same. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Feby.  13,  1818. 

My  dear  Sir  : 

,  .  .  Here  we  are  going  on  as  usual  ;  nothing  has  occurred 
in  debate  of  any  importance.  The  South  American  question  will 
when  brought  forward  excite  a  good  deal  of  attention.  My  own 
opinion  is  to  let  S.  America  alone,  and  so  long  as  other  Powers  do 
not  meddle,  to  leave  the  struggle  to  those  who  are  engaged  in  it. 
There  is  no  likelihood  that  Spain  can  reestablish  her  dominion, 

and  the  and  experience  in  defending  themselves  will  teach 

those  who  are  so  employed  hoAv  to  manage  and  govern  their  affairs. 
England  has  lately  been  requested  by  Spain  to  mediate  between 
us  &  them,  and  Mr.  Bagot  has  enquired  whether  we  also  desire 
their  mediation  and  received  a  civil  answer  in  the  negative.  The 
discussion  between  Don  Onis  and  Mr.  Adams  is  going  on  and  as  I 
understand  the  Correspondence  is  voluminous,  and  nearly  a  literal 
transcript  of  the  Correspondence  between  Cavallos  &  Mr.  Monroe 
in  the  year  1805. 

There  has  been  no  appearance  in  the  course  of  the  Session  of 
the  old  parties.  What  the  Massachusetts  claim,  which  Mason  in 
the  H.  and  Otis  in  the  Senate  have  referred  without  debate  to  the 
Comrs.  will  produce,  I  don't  know  :  but  I  conjecture  that  it 
will  not  be  paid  at  present.  I  do  not  like  the  coaxing  and  impor- 
tuning course  which  seems  to  be  pursued  in  the  business  ;  and  I 
am  disposed  to  believe  that  a  tone  of  decision  and  moderation 
with  a  great  show  of  dignity  and  firmness  would  do  more  than  the 
opposite  one  which  is  adopted.  It  grieves  me  to  see  that  want 
of  dignity  which  the  rank  and  great  actions  of  Massachusetts  give 
her  a  title  to  maintain  ;  and  to  observe  a  spirit  of  submission,  I 
had  almost  said  humiliation,  in  her  conduct,  as  well  in  relation  to 
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this  claim,  as  in  respect  to  the  arrogance  and  authority  with  which 
some  of  the  other  States  are  encouraged  to  treat  and  consider 
her.  To  be  sure,  I  do  think  that  her  policy  and  decisions  during 
the  late  war  were  unfortunate,  if  not  incorrect  ;  but  it  was  a  new 
case,  perhaps  as  regards  the  casus  federis,  one  concerning  which, 
she  may  naturally  enough  have  formed  an  erroneous  opinion  ;  but 
I  have  the  greatest  aversion  to  see  a  State,  and  especially  such  a 
State,  supplicating  the  Genl.  Govt,  to  listen  to  their  explanations 
and  to  grant  their  petitions.  I  would  rather  lose  forever  the 
money,  and  twice,  nay  ten  times  its  amount,  than  whine  and  coax 
and  bow  to  receive  it. 

But  enough  on  this  head  ;  don't  think  it  too  much,  for  I  feel  too 
some  imperfect  right  to  express  an  opinion  concerning  a  Com- 
munity that  possesses  so  much  of,  and  will  always  possess,  my 
dutiful  &  affectionate  regards. 

The  Executive  meets  as  yet  with  no  opposition  ;  but  never 
has  there  been  one  with  so  few  personal  friends  ;  what  may  be 
the  consequence  of  this  new  condition  of  things  remains  to  be 
seen.     .     . 

With  affectionate  Regards,  I  am  etc.         R.  K. 


Wm.  King  to  R.  King. 

Bath,  Feby.  24,  1818. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Colonial  trade  I  duly  reed. 
The  reasoning  of  the  Committee  is  generally  well.  One  view, 
however,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  taken,  which  is  in  my 
opinion  an  important  one.  In  England  the  duties  on  Rum,  altho' 
the  produce  of  their  own  Colonies,  have  always  been  so  high,  as  to 
prevent  its  general  use  in  that  country.  This  is  effected  by  the 
landed  interest,  as  its  general  use  would  interfere  with  the  cultiva- 
tion of  Barley,  Hops,  &c.  Now,  in  this  country,  if  we  could  pre- 
vent the  importation  of  Rum  from  the  Br.  W.  India  Islands,  it 
would  create  a  demand  for  grain  here  to  make  whiskey  to  a  much 
larger  amount  than  its  present  quantity,  exported  to  those  Islands. 
There  is  no  doubt  the  landed  interest  here  would  be  equally 
benefitted. 

I  regret  that  the  Committee  did  not  report  in  favor  of  a  total 
prohibition,  as  it  is  the  only  mode  likely  to  have  the  desired  effect 
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while  Mr.  Crawford  is  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as  he  has  repealed 
your  restrictive  acts  about  as  fast  as  you  have  enacted  them.  I 
really  am  inclined  to  think  some  of  his  decisions  should  be  made 
a  subject  of  enquiry.  A  ship  lately  came  to  this  place,  after  hav- 
ing landed  a  full  cargo  of  Troops  &  military  Stores  at  Halifax,  on 
which  she  made  a  very  good  freight  from  London  to  that  place. 
The  Collector  as  he  should  have  done  on  entry,  made  the  ship 
pay  the  extra  tonnage  &c.  A  statement  was  made  to  the  Secre- 
tary, who  decided  that  the  original  intention  of  the  voyage  being 
to  the  U.  States,  he  considered  it  a  direct  one,  notwithstanding 
her  touching  at  Halifax  &  directed  the  extra  dues  to  be  refunded. 
Another  vessel  left  a  port  in  England  for  the  West  Indies,  dis- 
charged all  her  cargo  there  excepting  a  quantity  of  coal  for  ballast. 
She  arrived  and  entered  as  from  her  port  in  England  :  evidence 
is  furnished  of  her  having  landed  most  of  her  cargo  in  the  W.  I. 
Islands.  This  voyage  is  also  considered  by  the  Secry.  a  direct 
one  from  England  here,  on  which  the  short  dues  are  to  be  reed, 
and  the  return  was  ordered  in  this  case  also.  With  a  knowledge 
of  these  decisions,  you  will  not  be  surprised  at  my  want  of  faith 
in  all  those  cases,  where  the  constructive  law  of  the  Secry.  can  be 
applied.     .     .  A  proper  regulation  of  the  trade  of  the  country 

is  of  the  utmost  importance.     I  am  much  pleased  to  find  it  re- 
ceives your  usual  consideration.     .     .     , 

Your  Brother  W.  King. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Feb.  24,  i8r8. 
My  DEAR  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  trust  no  time,  nor  occasion  will  ever  occur,  when  you 
do  not  feel  a  deep  interest  in  the  Character  and  Conduct  of 
Massachusetts,  and  I  am  sure  no  Event  can  occur,  when  that 
Interest  will  not  be  highly  valued  by  all,  who  justly  appreciate 
her  actions  and  her  Fame. 

All  our  Plans  &  Projects  are,  at  present,  of  the  small  &  feeble 
cast,  we  court  Democracy  &  Swear  she  is  kind  ;  at  the  moment 
she  disregards  all  our  Interests,  &  treats  our  Reputation  &  our 
Citizens  with  marked  Contumely  &  Neglect.  And  this  nasty 
claim  for  Expenses,  during  the  late  war,  is  at  the  Bottom,  &  the 
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Motive  of  many  of  our  Coaxers,  not  that  they  much  regard  the 
thing  itself,  but  they  hope  to  obtain  Popularity  with  the  State 
for  their  cunning  address  in  having  obtained  Payment. 

Mr,  Gore  then  asserts  that  he  considered  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  justified  in  making  the  claim  for  remunera- 
tion, approving  of  the  conduct  of  the  Governor  in  resisting 
the  demands  of  the  Government  relative  to  the  employment 
of  the  militia,  and  concludes : 

The  National  Govt,  neglected  their  Duty  in  defending  us. 
They  absolutely  abdicated  every  Trust,  in  this  Regard,  which  had 
been  confided  to  them,  &  from  Necessity  we  were  compelled  to 
provide  for  our  Defence,  and  assume  the  Payment.  This  was 
done  fairly  and  cheaply.  I  would  never  cease  demanding  Re- 
imbursement as  a  Right,  in  mild  &  decent  Language,  but  I 
would  not  crouch  for  it  ;  and,  if  refused  for  any  length  of  time, 
I  should  think  the  Representatives  of  the  State  justified  in  op- 
posing every  appropriation  of  money  to  any  other  Purpose.  The 
Legislature  refused  money  for  a  Bust  of  Mr.  Adams.  The  Friends 
of  this  Gentleman  opened  a  Subscription  to  raise  the  Sum  at  Mr. 
Wells'  Office  limiting  each  Subscription  to  2.  Dollars. 

It  remained  for  a  Day  or  two  with  very  few  Names  ;  at  length 
Individuals,  subscribed  in  their  own  &  their  Children's  Names  or 
Parents'.  For  instance  Boylston  put  down  his  &  the  Name  of  his 
Sons  &  Daughters.  The  Tudors  in  Hke  manner,  young  Mr.  Otis 
for  himself  &  his  Father.  Still  it  remained  for  5  or  6  days  with 
a  Deficit  of  100  Dollars,  which  however,  will  doubtless  be  sub- 
scribed— But  I  cannot  help  thinking  if  the  old  Couple  at  Quincy, 
or  the  Heir  to  the  Throne  at  Washington  were  to  read  over  the 
list  of  Subscribers,  the  Mortification  would  be  extreme.     .     .     . 

Your  faithful  Friend 

C.  Gore. 

R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Mar.  I,  1818. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

As  you  will  have  seen,  and  as  perhaps  I  have  already  informed 
you,  the  Bkrupt  bill  has  failed.  The  South  and  the  West  seem 
resolutely  opposed  to  it ;  and  yet  neither  are  much  concerned  in 


120  KUFUS  KING.  [i8i8 

commerce,  or  affected  by  the  provisions  of  a  system  of  Bkruptcy. 
Whik'  we  are  bound  to  sustain  the  system  of  the  South,  in  a 
matter  repugnant  to  our  own  opinions  of  what  is,  as  regards  our- 
selves, expedient  &  politic,  it  is  a  little  unreasonable  to  refuse  to 
the  commercial  States  a  system  of  Laws  that  the  commercial 
world  seems  to  sanction  as  necessary  to  commercial  prosperity. 
Perhaps  at  a  future  Session,  this  subject  will  be  resumed  and 
meet  with  a  different  reception. 

The  Executive  &  Legislature  remain  as  they  met.  Tho'  there 
are  many  whispers  and  insinuations,  which  serve  to  show  that 
while  there  are  as  yet  no  open  enemies,  there  do  not  appear  to 
be  any  zealous  friends  of  the  Executive.  The  appearance  of  the 
former  will  doubtless  bring  forward  the  latter  ;  &  the  S.  American 
question  will  exhibit  some  appearances  of  this  sort. 

A  Report  will  be  made  in  a  few  days  from  the  Dep.  of  State, 
communicating  the  late  correspondence  with  Don  Onis.  I  under- 
stand that  it  exhibits  nothing  new  ;  and  is  in  effect  the  same  as 
the  correspondence  in  1805  ;  Spain  in  nothing  yields,  the  U.  S.  in 
nothing  relaxes. 

Spain  would  cede  the  Floridas  &  renew  the  Convention  re- 
specting spoliations,  excepting  such  as  were  made  by  French 
Privateers,  taking  an  equivalent  on  the  West  side  of  the  Mississippi ; 
Viz.  limiting  the  Boundary  of  Louisiana  on  the  west,  by  a  line 
corresponding  with,  &  a  few  miles  west  of,  the  River  Mississippi. 
This  is  declined,  and  Spain  informed  that  the  U.  S.  will  not 
recede  from  her  proposal,  wh.  is,  I  believe,  the  Sabine  River  as 
the  W.  Boundary.  The  note  concludes  by  saying  that  when 
Spain  offers  a  more  reasonable  proposal,  the  U.  S.  will  receive  & 
consider  it  In  the  meantime  our  people  are  extending  them- 
selves westward,  and  so  fast,  that  what  might  this  year  be  a  line 
beyond  their  settlements,  will  next  be  one  far  on  this  side  of  them. 

England  has  been  desired  to  mediate  between  Spain  &  her 
Colonies.  She  has  partially,  &  promises  fully,  to  explain  her 
views  to  the  U.  S.  She  at  present  will  mediate  only  on  the  basis 
of  the  Span.  Colonies  being  left  a  free  commerce,  not  exclusive 
to  any,  but  common  to  all  nations.  Such  a  mediation  will  be 
useless  &  worse  to  Spain. 

Portugal  and  Spain  are  at  variance  about  Monte  Video.  The 
allies,  as   you  will    recollect,   delivered  a  pretty  strong  note   to 
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Portugal  last  year  on  this  subject.  Since  that  date  the  views  of 
Eng.  have  changed,  and  it  is  believed  that  England  is  now  on  the 
side  of  Portugal  and  disposed  to  support  her  in  holding,  at  least 
temporarily  Monte  Video,  and  a  Congress  or  Conference  was 
held  at  Paris  on  this  matter  early  in  January. 

Mexico  is  tranquillized  or  little  disturbed  ;  so  that  large 
amounts  of  treasure,  by  the  way  of  Jamaica  &  by  other  channels, 
have  been  received  in  and  are  going  to  Spain  from  this  quarter. 

Russia  has  sold  4  Ships  of  the  Line  &  3  or  4  frigates  to  Spain, 
which  had  arrived  in  England  on  their  way  to  Cadiz.  England  has 
required  at  Petersburgh  explanation  on  this  point,  and  been  told 
that  it  was  merely  a  sale  ;  and  to  the  question  whether  Russia  was 
abt.  to  depart  from  her  neutrality  &  to  lake  any  part  with  Spain 
agt.  the  Colonies,  reed,  an  explicit  answer  in  the  negative.  It  is 
said,  that  Eng.  is  to  grant  four  or  five  hundred  thousand  pounds 
(from  pure  humanity — amiable  Nation  !)  to  Spain  to  induce  her 
to  abolish  the  Afn.  Slave  trade  in  1820  ;  and  that  this  monev  is  to 
go  to  Russia  for  the  Ships  of  war,  which  are  to  be  manned  and 
sent  with  an  army  to  Buenos  Ayres,  so  as  to  be  there  by  Septem- 
ber, which  will  be  at  the  beginning  of  their  Spring.  This  will  be 
the  great  effort  of  Spain — if  it  be  ever  made. 

There  is  nothing  but  general  information  from  Buenos  Ayres, 
where,  on  the  East  of  the  Mountains,  no  opposition  has  for  a  long 
time  been  reed,  by  the  Revolutionists.  In  Chili  a  bloody  and 
exterminating  war  rages  between  the  Chilians  and  O'Higgins  and 
Master,  the  Civil  and  Military  chiefs  of  Buenos  Ayres.  An  Ex- 
pedition is  supposed  to  have  penetrated  into  Peru  from  Buenos 
Ayres,  but  as  the  Royalists  had  reed,  reinforcements  from  Spain, 
the  success  of  the  Revolutionists  seems  to  be  uncertain.  In 
Venezuela  and  New  Granada,  Morillo  of  late  has  made  head 
beyond  what  was  anticipated,  and  the  actual  condition  of  this 
Region  is  not  understood. 

With  this  map  before  us,  it  is  not  likely  that  Congress  will  take 
any  decisive  step  concerning  the  Spanish  Colonies.  As  however 
it  is  probable  that  some,  nay  all,  of  the  Colonies  will  eventually 
establish  their  Independence,  those  who  are  on  the  watch  for 
occasion,  which  may  be  used  for  personal  promotion,  must  be 
expected  to  look  to  what  is  passing  in  the  Spanish  Colonies,  and 
to  make  use  of  these  things  to  assist  their  personal  views.     It 
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may  therefore  be  good  policy  to  be  the  first  in  a  race  that  is 
likely  to  be  crowned  with  favor  &  success.  Nothing  may  be 
done  at  present,  but  to  enter  &  show — this  gives  a  title  of  posses- 
sion and  will  exclude  future  competitors.  I  think  it  therefore 
probable  that  the  Gentlemen  who  are  most  zealous  do  not  expect 
that  any  thing  will  now  be  done — but  at  the  next  session,  the 
information  of  the  Commissioners  will  have  been  reed.,  and  the 
issue  of  the  great  Span,  effort  may  be  known — and  then  a  great 
question  may  be  urged  for  our  decision.  I  regard  the  change  of 
views  in  Eng.  respecting  So.  America  (wh.  is  manifested  by  the 
basis  of  mediation  that  has  been  announced,  and  by  the  part  now 
taking  to  sustain  Portugal  in  Monte  Video,  wh.  will  be  almost 
indispensable  to  Spain  in  her  meditated  expedition  to  Buenos 
Ayres)  as  favorable  to  the  U.  S.  It  looks  to  the  breaking  up  of 
the  great  alliance  in  Europe,  and  to  measures  that  may  have  the 
effect  of  conciliating  the  U.  S.  ;  and  so  as  to  prevent  their  form- 
ing connexions  with  any  new  alliance  on  the  European  Continent 
which  shall  not  include  England. 

Farewell,  my  dear  friend.    I  have  as  you  will  perceive  written 
■without  reserve  or  method.  faithfully  yrs. 

R.  K. 

R.  King  to  


Georgetown,  March,  1S18. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  I  perceive  no  material  difference  in  Congress  now 
from  what  it  was  at  the  commencement  of  the  Session.  There  is 
no  party  for  &  none  against  the  Pr.  Would  the  latter  appear,  it 
would  probably  create  the  former  :  there  are  whispers  &  sneers 
about  too  much  formality,  too  rich  furniture  and  a  reserve  some- 
what beyond  the  plainness  &  simplicity  of  Republicanism.  The 
Cabinet  too  is  said  to  be  ill-assorted,  its  members  mutually  jealous 
of  each  other  and  not  even  often  consulted.  How  these  things 
may  be,  I  am  not  able  to  tell  you.  I  can  well  imagine  that  the 
Dept.  of  State  &  that  of  the  Treas.  are  not  very  likely  to  be 
cordial  or  confidential.  Rivals  do  not  consult  each  other  nor  are 
they  more  likely  than  others  to  agree  in  opinions,  in  which  they 
have  no  personal  concern.  The  Secy,  at  War  is  a  young  man 
with  honorable  views,  so  far  as  I  have  understood  them  ;  but  at 
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present  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  much  influence  in  any  direc- 
tion :  and  as  to  the  Secy,  of  the  Navy,  his  value  must  everywhere 
depend  on  his  being  placed  so  that  he  may  count  something.  Of 
the  Attorney  Genl.  I  have  heard  very  little  ;  personally  I  am  not 
able  to  say  anything  ;  the  Virginians  say,  as  our  friend  Lewis 
used  to  do,  that  he  is  a  high  minded  man,  tho'  as  a  lawyer  I  have 
heard  that  Webster  appeared  with  great  advantage  in  opposition 
to  him  on  the  Boston  question,  turning  on  the  point  of  State  or 
U.  S.  jurisdiction. 

The  President  continues  that  same  course  of  professions  which 
was  so  engaging  in  the  course  of  his  Eastern  tour.  This  is  more 
befitting  a  Sec.  of  State,  who  decides  nothing,  than  a  Pr.  who 
decides  all  things.  I  think  it  cannot  be  continued  without  be- 
coming insipid,  unless  he  gratifies  by  performance,  as  well  as  by 
expressions  of  regard  &  good  will.  That  he  would  do  so,  I  am 
disposed  to  believe,  if  he  dare  ;  but  notwithstanding  we  are  all 
federalists  and  all  Reps.,  that  means  in  the  sense  of  the  motto 
of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  we  may  all  support,  but  only  a  part 
be  rewarded.  If  Mr.  A.  or  Mr.  B.  have  beHeved  by  broad 
avowals  of  fidelity  and  support,  that  the  past  would  be  forgotten 
and  that  they  would  be  permitted  to  share  the  children's  bread, 
they  will  find  themselves,  at  least  for  a  time,  and  I  cannot  tell  for 
how  long,  disappointed. 

That  New  England  is  ready  to  serve  &  support,  I  do  not 
doubt  ;  but  yet  for  a  time,  the  Govt,  will  be  critically  situated  if 
it  can  be  supported  only  by  a  majority  that  would  not  exist  with- 
out New  England. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

King  to  C.  King — Navigation  Bill  passes  the  Senate — King  ;  Extracts  from 
his  Speech  ;  A  Navy  his  Object — King  to  C.  King— South  American  Revo- 
lution— United  States  may  have  to  take  a  conspicuous  Part — W.  King  to 
King — Condition  of  Affairs  in  the  Maine  District — King  to  Gore — Little 
done  in  Congress — President's  Position — Foreign  Relations — King  to  E. 
King — Branch  Bank  of  U.  S. — Financial  Suggestions — King  to  Gore — 
Passage  of  Navigation  Bill  in  the  Senate — The  United  States  must  be  a 
naval  Powder — King  to  C.  King — Navigation  Law  and  Effects — King  to 
Gore — Navigation  Law  passed  both  Houses — Meets  England  manfully — 
King  to  C.  King — Navigation  Law  passed — If  England  is  wise  she  will 
accept  it  as  meant — W.  King  to  King — Navigation  Law  causes  entire 
Satisfaction  in  Maine — King  to  J.  Mason — Navigation  Law — King  to 
Worthington — Tariff — Manufacturing  in  the  West. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Saturday,  Mar.  4,  1818. 

Dear  Charles  : 

.  .  ,  Here  we  have  to  day  taken  a  measure  in  the  Senate  of 
no  ordinary  character,  to  the  accomplishment  of  which  I  have 
given  all  my  strength.  The  Senate  have  passed  to  a  third  read- 
ing by  all  the  votes,  on  the  call  of  yeas  &  nays,  except  one,  a  Bill 
excluding  from  an  entry,  in  our  Ports,  all  Br.  vessels  coming  or 
arriving  from  a  Port  or  Place  in  any  Br.  Colony  or  territory, 
which  is  closed  by  the  ordinary  laws  of  navigation  &  Trade  agt. 
American  vessels,  and  obliging  all  Br.  vessels  that  have  duly  en- 
tered our  Ports  and  there  laden  any  article  of  American  Growth, 
Produce  or  Manufacture,  before  receiving  a  clearance  outward, 
to  give  bond  with  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of  ye  Collector  in 
double  the  value  of  such  articles,  that  the  same  shall  be  landed 
in  some  Port  or  Place,  other  than  a  Port  or  Place  in  a  Colony 
or  territory  of  Gr.  B.,  from  wh.  Amer.  vessels  are  excluded  as 
aforesaid. 
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This  applies  to  Canada,  by  the  St.  Lawrence,  Nova  Scotia, 
New  Brunswick  &  Newfoundland  in  the  North,  and  all  the  Br. 
Islands  except  Bermuda  &  the  Bahamas  in  the  W.  I.  The  law 
to  commence  on  the  ist  Oct.  next.  We  have  proved  that  the  U. 
S.  are  wholly  independent  of  them  for  supplies  of  Sugar,  Coffee, 
Rum,  &c.,  &c.  ;  and  as  to  the  supplies  we  furnished  to  them,  Bread- 
stuffs,  Provisions,  Live  Stock  «&  Lumber,  we  believe  that  they  are 
dependent  on  us  ;  and  tho'  perhaps  those  who  furnished  these 
supplies,  may  for  a  time  find  some  inconvenience  for  a  market,  the 
measure  will  be  advantageous  to  the  navigation  of  the  Country  ; 
and  between  trade  &  navigation,  a  preference  is  due  to  the  latter. 
We  shall  adjourn  on  the  20th  and  I  hope  to  be  at  home  by  the 
I.  May.     .     .     .  yrs. 

R.  K. 

In  the  above  letter  Mr.  King  announces  to  his  son  the 
passage  of  the  Navigation  Bill  in  the  Senate.  It  was  re- 
ported by  Mr.  Barbour,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Relations,  and  its  provisions  were  clearly  explained 
by  him.  Mr.  King  followed  him  in  a  speech  which  is  re- 
ported in  the  Annals  of  Congress,  1 817-18 18,  and  covers 
pp.  324-339.  Its  length  prevents  its  being  fully  reproduced 
here  ;  but  extracts  are  given,  showing  the  purpose  of  the  bill 
and  the  objects  he  sought  to  attain, — a  commercial  regulation 
with  England  by  which  the  United  States  might  be  able  to 
develop  its  own  resources,  instead  of  increasing  hers,  and  to 
defend  the  country  by  a  strong  navy,  manned  by  seamen 
educated  in  our  own  vessels  ;  as  the  ocean  was  the  only 
point  from  whicli  danger  might  be  expected  in  the  future. 

"To  defend  ourselves,  our  houses,  our  harbors  and  our  commerce 
a  navy  is  acknowledged  to  be  necessary.  From  the  land  side  we 
are  safe — against  dangers  from  the  ocean,  a  navy  will  prove  to  be 
our  cheap,  our  sure  and  most  efficient  defence.  .  .  .  An  effi- 
cient navy  never  has  existed,  and  cannot  exist,  without  a  com- 
mercial marine  ;  and  the  maritime  history  of  Europe,  which 
abounds  in  instruction  on  this  subject,  demonstrates  this  political 
truth,  that  the  naval  power  of  every  nation  is  in  proportion  to  its 
commercial  shipping.     Money  may  build  ships,  but  the  navigation 
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of  the  great  ocean  only  can  make  seamen,  and  it  is  in  connexion 
with  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  the  exclusion  of  our  shipping 
and  seamen  from  the  navigation  between  the  United  States  and 
the  colonies  of  England,  derives  its  chief  importance.  The  pros- 
perity and  safety  of  nations  are  promoted  and  established  by  in- 
stitutious  early  and  easily  adapted  to  these  ends.  A  navy  being 
such  an  institution,  and  our  experience  having  proved  its  import- 
ance, it  has  become  the  duty  of  Congress  to  adopt  and  enforce 
those  regulations  that  are  necessary  to  its  efficient  establishment. 
None  more  efificacious  can  be  devised,  than  such  as  encourage  and 
increase  the  shipping  and  the  mariners  of  the  country,  and  for 
this  purpose,  exclude  those  of  a  foreign  Power  from  a  principal 
branch  of  our  own  navigation  ;  a  branch  that  now  educates  and 
holds  ready  for  service  in  the  navy  of  England  and  which  would 
educate  and  hold  ready  for  service  in  our  own  navy  were  the 
United  States,  instead  of  England,  in  the  prosecution  thereof,  a 
body  of  several  thousand  seamen."  * 

After  showing  the  restrictions  placed  upon  our  commerce 
by  the  British  Navigation  Law,  and  the  advantages  to  be  de- 
rived to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States  by  demanding 
our  rights,  Mr.  King  says : 

"  This  further  disappointment  (in  the  failure  of  making,  under 
the  old  Congress,  a  commercial  treaty  with  Engand),  with  the 
depreciating  condition  of  our  navigation  and  trade,  joined  to  the 
embarrassment  of  the  public  finances,  produced  what  no  inferior 
pressure  could  have  done;  it  produced  the  General  Convention 
of  1787,  that  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Had 
England  entered  into  a  liberal  treaty  of  Commerce  with  the  United 
States,  this  Convention  would  not  have  been  assembled.  Without 
so  intending  it,  the  adherence  of  England  to  her  unequal  and  ex- 
clusive system  of  trade  and  navigation  gave  to  this  country  a 
Constitution  ;  and  the  countervailing  and  equalizing  bill  now  be- 
fore the  Senate,  arising  from  the  same  cause,  may  assist  us  in 
establishing  those  great  branches  of  national  wealth  and  power, 
which  we  have  such  constant  and  urgent  motives  to  encourage. f 

*  Annals  of  Congress  1817,  1818,  p.  329, 
\  Ibid.,  p.  335. 
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,  .  .  The  bill  before  the  Senate  is  in  nothing  unfriendly 
towards  England — it  is  merely  a  commercial  regulation,  to  which 
we  are  even  invited  ;  a  measure  strictly  of  self-defence,  and 
intended  to  protect  the  legitimate  resources  of  our  own  coun- 
try from  being  any  longer  made  use  of,  not  as  they  should  be,  but 
to  increase  and  strengthen  the  resources  and  power  of  a  foreign 
nation.  .  .  .  We  are  the  powerful  descendants  of  England, 
desiring  perpetual  friendship  and  the  uninterrupted  interchange 
in  kind  offices  and  reciprocal  benefits  with  her.  We  have  de- 
monstrated, in  circumstances  the  most  critical,  constant  and  per- 
severing evidence  of  this  disposition.  We  still  desire  the  impartial 
adjustment  of  our  mutual  intercourse,  and  the  establishment  of 
some  equitable  regulations  by  which  our  personal  and  maritime 
rights  may  be  secure  from  arbitrary  violation.  A  settlement  that,  in- 
stead of  endless  collision  and  dispute,  may  be  productive  of  con- 
cord, good  humor  and  friendship  ;  and  it  depends  on  England 
whether  such  is  to  be  the  relation  subsisting  between  us."  * 


R.  King  to  Charles  King. 

15  Mar,,  i8r8. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Our  public  affairs  so  far  as  I  am  able  to  discover  are 
not  likely  to  suffer  any  change  at  present.  Mr.  Clay  is  desirous 
of  doing  something  encouraging  and  advantageous  to  certain  of 
the  Sp.  Colonies  ;  but  as  we  know  but  little  of  the  actual  condi- 
tion of  any  of  them,  except  Buenos  Ayres,  he  will  be  obliged  to 
confine  his  favors  to  this  quarter.  Mexico  to  all  appearance  is 
quiet,  &  the  royal  Govt,  is  truly  reestablished  ;  and  in  Venezuela, 
except  upon  the  River  Orinoco,  the  royal  forces  seem  to  prevail. 

Altho'  our  hopes  are  that  these  Colonies  may  be  separated, 
we  cannot  risk  the  embarrassment  which  a  premature  interference 
may  create.  Perhaps  things  are  silently  advancing  and  circum- 
stances likely  to  arise  which  may  authorize  the  U.  S.  to  act  a 
conspicuous  part  in  this  great  Revolution  ;  next  to  the  influence 
upon  the  old  World,  created  by  the  Discovery  of  America,  will 
be,  in  point  of  importance,  that  which  the  full  Independence  of 
this  quarter  will  accomplish. 

*■  Annals  of  Congress,  1817,  181S,  p.  338. 
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If  England  adheres  to  what  appears  to  be  her  present  policy, 
on  the  subject,  our  course  will  be  a  plain  and  prosperous  one  ; 
Shd.  she,  however,  relapse  into  her  former  system,  we  shall  have 
to  pursue  our  own  course,  when,  and  as  well  as,  circumstances  will 
permit. 

I  do  not  know  how,  but  there  seems  to  be  a  good  deal  of  trade 
not  only  between  Jamaica  and  the  Spanish  continental  Colonies, 
but  likewise  between  N.  Orleans  &  Vera  Cruz.  What  this  trade 
consists  of  &  how  it  is  carried  on  and  protected,  I  do  not  under- 
stand.    .     .     .  Farewell  with  affec.  regards. 

R.  K. 

Wm.  King  to  R.  King. 

Bath,  March  22,  1818. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Your  letter  under  date  8th  inst.  came  duly  to  hand.  I  regret 
the  indisposition  of  Congress  in  relation  to  the  Colonial  trade. 
Although  you  may  not  have  much  company  or  support  at  this 
time,  I  hope  you  will  not  relax  in  your  exertions.  The  period  can- 
not be  very  distant  when  this  subject  must  engage  the  serious  at- 
tention of  Congress,  as  it  now  does  that  of  the  people  generally  of 
this  section  of  the  Country. 

I  notice  what  you  say  of  the  persons  associated  with  you  in  the 
legislative  business  of  the  Country  :  you  are  not  alone  in  the 
opinions  you  express  to  me  :  they  are  such  as  generally  prevail  in 
this  section  of  the  Country.  The  parties  have  been  so  long  equally 
balanced  in  all  our  Districts,  and  the  first  object  having  been  to 
select  a  partisan,  the  enquiry  is  who  will  run  the  best  ;  the  man 
therefore  who  has  the  longest  legs,  disregarding  every  other  quali- 
fication, had  usually  been  the  person  selected  :  this  will  account 
for  the  deficiency  you  complain  of.  As  the  evil  is  now  acknow- 
ledged by  all,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  some  measures  will  be 
adopted,  if  possible,  to  remedy  it.  I  confess  to  you  I  think  this 
will  be  attended  with  difficulty  ;  the  attempt,  notwithstanding,  in 
this  State  will  be  made  the  present  year. 

You  will  no  doubt  be  told  that  there  is  less  of  party  in  this 
State  at  this  time  than  has  been  the  case  for  several  years,  and  the 
result  of  our  Election  this  Spring  may  induce  you  to  suppose  the 
information  correct  ;  but  you  may  be  assured  it  is  not  the  case ; 
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the  present  majority  is  considerable,  because  a  large  number  have 
retired  from  the  contest,  believing  that  neither  their  own  interest, 
that  of  the  State,  nor  the  Country's  will  be  promoted  by  it.  These 
men  are  convinced  that  the  conduct  of  the  federalists  of  this  State 
during  the  war,  and  particularly  in  relation  to  the  Hartford  Con- 
vention, will  place  out  of  their  power  to  rule  the  State  :  and  even 
should  they  do  this,  they  could  not  extend  in  influence  beyond  the 
State  ;  as  the  interests  and  influence  in  the  country  are  getting  to 
be  sectional,  it  is  therefore  desirable  that  New  England  shd.  act 
together  :  this  cannot  be  effected  on  the  old  party  ground  accord- 
ing to  my  apprehension  in  any  view  of  it. 

An  attempt  will  be  made  the  present  year  to  induce  men  in  this 
State  to  act  together,  whose  interest  cannot  fail  to  be  promoted 
by  it ;  if  this  union  is  effected  on  correct  &  proper  grounds,  you 
will  find  a  very  considerable  change  in  our  next  delegation  to 
Congress.  The  State  cannot  fail  to  be  benefited  by  it ;  this  must 
be  pursued  in  the  other  New  England  States  and  will  have  its  in- 
fluence. 

It  has  been  many  years  since  I  have  had  any  direct  concern 
with  the  political  arrangements  of  this  State  ;  the  present  year  if 
my  friends  so  direct  I  shall  take  a  seat  in  the  Senate  Board  ;  my 
object  is  particularly  to  effect  the  arrangement  before  alluded  to  ; 
I  am  aware  of  the  difficulties,  and  shall  feel  much  obliged  if  you 
will  state  to  me  (as  you  can  do  confidentially)  what  in  your 
opinion  will  be  the  best  mode  of  effecting  this  object.  It  is 
several  years  since  I  named  to  you,  that  should  it  ever  be  in  my 
power  to  aid  in  putting  down  the  party  business  of  this  section  of 
the  country,  it  would  be  particularly  my  wish  to  do  so.  That  time 
has  now  arrived  ;  the  new  party  will  be  formed  with  some  refer- 
ence to  yourself,  altho'  it  will  not  at  present  be   avowed.     .     .     . 

Your  affectionate  Brother 

W.  King. 

R.  King   to  C.  Gore. 

Washington,  Mar.  22,  1818. 
My  Dear  Sir  : 

I  hesitate  whether  I  ought  to  break  in  upon  your  repose,  and 
the  more  so,  as  I  have  little  to  communicate,  and  perhaps  nothing, 
that  you  may  think  worth  attention.     The  session  of  Congress  up 
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to  this  date  has  been  uncommonly  dull.  The  topics  of  discussion 
have  been  without  novelty,  or  much  interest,  in  themselves,  and 
in  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  treated. 

We  are  not  of  the  Species  of  Animals  "  that  can  sleep  away  life 
on  a  sunny  Bank  "  ;  as  has  been  said,  "  one  of  the  most  constant 
characteristics  of  man,  is  a  sense  of  uneasiness  ;  we  are  wretched 
in  the  absence  of  excitement,  and  are  not  satisfied  or  content,  ex- 
cept as  we  become  engaged  in  some  earnest  pursuit."  The  state 
of  political  repose  throughout  the  Country,  the  discontinuance  of 
the  high  excitement,  that  arose  from  the  collision  of  parties,  have 
their  effect  on  Congress  ;  which  is  one  of  the  most  insipid  bodies, 
if  we  may  judge  from  their  yawning  and  lounging  appearance, 
that  was  ever  assembled.  Nobody  is  content,  and  yet  nobody  ex- 
plains the  reasons  why  they  are  not  so.  Altho'  this  temper  may 
appear  to  be  a  favorable  one  for  those  who  are  charged  with  the 
public  administration,  still  it  is  not  so  ;  for  while  none  censure, 
none  approve  ;  and  as  respects  the  Executive  every  thing,  under 
the  most  favorable  view,  is  fiat  and  gloomy.  Little  things,  unim- 
portant deviations  in  the  household  of  the  Pr.  from  the  course  of 
his  Predecessors,  are  dwelt  upon  by  many,  as  grave  exceptions  to 
the  administration  of  the  chief  Magistrate.  The  splendor  of  his 
furniture,  which  is  no  better  than  that  of  other  gentlemen,  the 
order  and  sobriety  of  his  dinners,  the  infrequency  and  decorum  of 
the  drawing  Rooms,  the  omission  of  Mrs.  M.  to  return  visits,  and 
other  and  similar  charges  are  circulated  in  whispers  &:  thro'  the 
post  office,  far  and  near.  The  Candidates  for  the  succession  are 
not  inattentive  to  this  state  of  things,  and  in  the  H.  of  R.  com- 
binations, having  relation  to  the  future,  are  beginning  to  show 
themselves. 

It  is  believed  that  the  Speaker,  who  manifests  little  liking  of 
this  passive  scene,  will  attempt  to  rouse  the  House  by  a  project 
concerning  So.  America  or  some  of  its  Districts — Who  will  offer 
himself  as  the  champion  of  the  administration,  unless  it  be  IMr. 
Lowndes,  I  cannot  conjecture.  I  have  given  to  this  subject  some 
consideration,  and  have  persuaded  myself,  that  our  safe,  and 
most  politic  course  under  present  circumstances,  is  to  adhere  to 
an  impartial  neutrality.  Mexico  is  quiet  ;  the  insurrection  ap- 
parently put  down  ;  Venezuela  in  a  dubious  condition,  and  the 
Revolutionists  confined  to  the  Borders  of  the  Orinoco  ;  so  that 
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with  the  exception  of  La  Plata,  which  also  rules  over  Chili,  we 
have  no  information  that  any  of  the  Spanish  Provinces  are  in  a 
condition  to  support  their  Independence. 

During  the  last  summer,  England  with  the  other  allied  powers 
delivered  a  note,  of  a  high  tone,  to  Portugal,  requiring  that  the 
King  shd.  withdraw  his  forces  from  Monte  Video,  which  they  had 
taken  possession  of.  Since  that  period,  a  very  strong  and  increas- 
ing manifestation  of  the  politics  of  the  continental  powers, 
towards  English  commerce  &  manufactures  has  occurred.  Tho' 
not  the  Napoleon  exclusion,  one  equally  mischievous  will  proba- 
bly be  attempted.  It  is  natural  that  Eng.  shd.  look  elsewhere 
for  markets,  that  may  be  lost  in  her  neighbourhood,  and  she  can 
look  nowhere  but  to  S.  America.  Hence  we  conjecture  her  motives 
for  a  change,  that  is  said  to  have  taken  place,  on  the  subject  of 
the  joint  note  delivered  to  Portugal.  Monte  Video  has  not  been 
restored  to  Spain,  and  England  is  supposed  to  have  recently  dis- 
covered that  Portugal  ought  not  to  be  urged  to  restore  it — inas- 
much as  the  restoration  wd.  be  just  cause  of  offence  to  Buenos 
Ayres,  or  the  United  Provinces  of  La  Plata  ;  which  might  make 
war  on  the  Brazils.  A  discussion  on  this  subject  was  opened  at 
Paris  in  Deer.,  Russia  supporting  the  pretensions  of  Spain  &  Eng- 
land against  those  of  Portugal  or  of  the  Provinces  of  La  Plata. 

In  the  mean  time  England  announces  to  the  U.  S.,  the  request 
of  Spain,  that  she  would  mediate  between  her  &  the  U.  S.,  and 
her  answer  to  Spain,  that  unless  also  requested  by  the  U.  S., 
she  should  not  consent.  The  President  has  declined  this  overture, 
and  England  has  opened  herself  to  a  certain  extent,  respecting 
her  own  policy  concerning  the  war  between  Spain  &  her  Colonies. 
Her  definitive  purpose  is  not  disclosed  ;  probably  not  resolved 
upon  ;  but  the  insinuation  is  very  significant  of  the  inclination  of 
England  to  pursue  a  course,  that  can  terminate  only  in  the  sepa- 
ration of  the  Span.  Colonies,  and  to  do  this  by  a  concert  of  coun- 
sels with  the  U.  S. 

The  conduct  of  Russia  concerning  the  American  controversy 
has  excited  a  good  deal  of  attention — not  only  the  interference 
in  respect  to  Monte  Video,  but  another  proceeding  must  have 
attracted  the  notice  of  England.  Several  ships  of  the  line  & 
stout  frigates  have  been  furnished  by  Russia  to  Spain.  The 
service  in  which  they  are  to  be  employed,  that  of  the  war  between 
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Spain  &  her  Colonies,  has  given  to  this  transfer  an  importance, 
which  in  different  circumstances  it  would  not  have  possessed. 
The  secrecy  with  which  the  measure  was  accomplished  added 
something  to  the  significance  of  it  ;  and  the  unknosvn  considera- 
tion that  Russia  reed,  added  mystery  to  the  transaction.  Whether 
it  be  correct  or  not,  it  is  reported  that  the  Eng.  Ambassadors  at 
Madrid  tSr  at  St.  Petersburgh  were  wholly  iinapprized  of  the 
measure,  until  it  was  made  public  as  a  measure  already  decided. 
On  demand  of  an  explanation  at  St.  Petersburgh,  Russia  de- 
clared that  her  neutral  policy  had  undergone  no  change,  that  she 
took  no  part  in  the  Spanish  controversy,  that  her  interference 
so  far  as  to  have  united  with  the  allies  in  the  delivery  of  the  note 
to  Portugal  was  with  the  sole  view  of  preserving  peace  and  re- 
straining the  revival  or  spread  of  war  ;  that  she  wanted  money, 
&  had  no  service  for  ships,  that  Spain  wanted  ships  more  than 
money  ;  that  she  had  merely  converted  what  she  did  not  want  for 
what  she  greatly  needed  ;  and  that  such  only  were  her  motives 
for  selling  these  Ships  to  Spain. 

It  has  been  said  that  Eng.  has  given  to  Spain  a  sum  of  money, 
to  hasten  her  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  and  that  this  money 
has  been,  or  is  to  be,  paid  to  Russia  for  these  Ships  of  war.  The 
finances  of  Spain  are  recruited  in  some  degree  ;  her  domestic 
system  is  said  to  be  improved  &  so  much  so  as  to  be  productive. 
Mexico  during  the  last  year  has  yielded  a  considerable  supply  of 
money,  &,  according  to  present  appearances,  will  during  the  cur- 
rent year  yield  to  Spain  still  greater  supplies. 

Such  is  the  view  that  is  perhaps  not  far  from  being  correct 
respecting  the  actual  condition  of  Spain,  the  Colonies  and  certain 
of  the  great  powers  of  Europe.  If  the  U.  S.  adhere  to  the  course 
hitherto  followed,  they  will  be  in  a  condition  to  watch  and  to 
adjust  their  policy  so  as  to  take  advantage  of  the  progress  of  the 
controversy  between  Spain  &  her  Colonies.  The  overture  from 
England  may  lead  to  measures  of  the  highest  importance  to  the 
power  &  prosperity  of  the  U,  S.;  it  may  contribute  to  the  reversal 
and  overthrow  of  the  exclusive  and  monopolizing  system  of  com- 
merce that  has  been  the  cause  of  so  many  wars,  and  source  of  so 
much  misery  ;  it  may  introduce  and  establish  the  more  rational 
and  just  principle  of  an  open  trade,  in  which  profit  must  depend 
on  economy,   enterprise  &  skill — a  competition  in  which  none 
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would  engage  with  higher  expectations  than  the  citizen  of  the 
U.  S.  Such  may  be  the  result  of  a  patient  and  prudent  policy 
at  the  present  time. 

Should  the  U.  S.  involve  themselves  in  war  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  the  Sp.  Colonies  in  establishing  their  Independence, 
England  wd.  or  wd.  not  take  part  with  Spain  :  if  she  shd.,  how- 
ever uncertain  its  effect  might  be  on  the  Colonies  and  their  Inde- 
pendence, the  effect  upon  the  navigation  &  com.  of  the  U.  S. 
wd.  be  most  injurious  ;  again  the  internal  taxes  must  be  imposed 
and  greatly  increased,  to  defray  pub.  expenses  &  to  support  the 
pub.  credit.  Altho'  the  nation  fought  gallantly  both  on  the  land 
and  the  ocean  during  the  late  war,  and  would  repeat  these  ex- 
amples of  courage  &  victory,  yet  we  shd.  be  burthened  with 
heavy  taxes  ;  our  agriculture  would  be  without  encouragement  & 
profit,  our  navigation  wd.  be  crippled  and  our  commerce  greatly 
abridged  ;  and  all  this  wd.  happen  in  a  war  for  others,  and  in 
which  our  own  honor  and  our  peculiar  interest  wd.  be  wholly 
unconcerned.  But  England  might  take  no  part  &  probably  this 
wd.  be  her  policy. 

The  war  with  Spain,  wh.  wd.  be  inevitable,  wd.  be  followed  by 
the  whole  or  greater  part  of  the  commerce  of  the  U.  S.  &  of 
Spain  passing  into  the  hands  of  England,  who  wd.  not  only  prose- 
cute unimpaired  all  her  own  commerce,  but  likewise  the  com- 
merce of  Spain  &  the  U.  S.,  and  acquire  every  where  such  a 
footing  in  trade,  as  on  the  return  of  Peace,  we  shd.  find  it  difficult 
to  disturb  or  break  up.  {Not  signed.) 


R.  King  to  Edward  King. 

5  Apr.,  1818. 
My  dear  Edward  : 

.     .     There  seems  to  be,  as  I  have  intimated  to  you,  the 

probability  that  there  wd.  be  an  extensive  jealousy,  that,  without 

great  discretion,  moderation  and  wisdom,  on  the  part  of  the  Bk. 

of  the  U.  S.  and  its  Branches,  shall  become  active  hostility  agt.  the 

Bk.  of  U.  S.    One  important  measure  in  the  administration  oiyour 

Branch,  as  well  as  of  others,  is  not  to  do  too  much.    The  idea  that 

you  can  become  popular  and  useful  by  great  issues  of  Paper,  will 

be  injurious  because,  do  what  you  will  to  prevent  it,  the  excess 

will  come  back  on  you,  and  throw  you  into  difficulty. 
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Banks,  more  than  others,  should  be  moderate  in  their  plans  : 
when  so  many  of  these  institutions  exist,  greater  moderation  than 
elsewhere  is  requisite.  We  have  numerous  Petitions  from  Ohio 
to  postpone  for  a  year  the  instalments  payable  to  the  U.  S.  for 
Lands.  The  impossibility  of  obtaining  money  is  the  plea.  My 
difficulty  is,  will  it  be  better  a  year  hence  ?  I  am  unable  to  see 
from  whence  the  relief  is  to  come. 

The  real,  and  apparently  the  insurmountable  cause,  why  money 
cannot  be  had,  is  that  adding  to  the  purchase  of  for.  supplies,  the 
purchase  of  the  public  Lands,  the  articles  which  Ohio  sells  are 
of  much  less  value  than  those  she  buys  :  and  as  money  comes  in 
only  by  selling  articles  which  go  abroad,  and  the  sum  so  reed,  is 
less  than  that  required  to  be  remitted  from  the  State  to  pay  for 
forn.  supplies  and  for  public  Lands  ;  neither  now,  nor  next  year, 
if  the  balances  continue  the  same,  will  the  State  be  able  to  make 
these  remittances,  unless  they  anticipate  their  future  means,  by 
borrowing. 

The  Br.  Bk.  may  afford  some  assistance  ;  and  if  they  cd.  make 
a  permanent  loan,  wh.  they  cannot^  they  might  afford  an  important 
Relief.  But  if  they  attempt  to  issue  their  Paper,  upon  Landed 
security,  except  for  a  very  limited  amount,  they  will  throw  them- 
selves into  great  embarrassment.  The  only  and  true  theory  of  a 
bank  of  discount,  or,  as  yours  is,  a  commercial  bank,  is  this  ;  the 
security  they  take  must  be  such  as  at  the  period  of  payment  will 
certainly  replace,  if  required,  the  loan  they  shall  have  made.  Now 
Land  is  not  of  this  character,  and  cannot  promptly  and  adequately 
be  converted  into  money  ;  notes  with  sufficient  endorsers  are,  or 
ought  to  be,  such  ;  notes  wh.  when  due,  cannot  be  collected  are 
no  security.  I  do  not  mean  that  the  whole  mass  of  discounted 
Paper  could  without  great  distress  and  even  loss,  be  so  converted 
in  any  hour.  But  there  is  no  safety  to  a  Bk.  which  cannot  rely 
with  entire  confidence,  that  such  a  proportion  of  its  Debts  may  at 
all  times  be  collected,  as  raay  be  requisite  to  enable  the  Bk.  to 
meet  its  own  engagements,  or  to  pay  on  demand  its  own  Notes- 
Now  no  Bank,  in  the  great  towns  even,  where  the  resources  are 
greater,  can  be  sure  of  doing  this,  unless  it  is  cautious  not  to  make 
too  great  issues  ;  for  if  a  very  large  excess  suddenly  returns  on 
the  Bank,  neither  the  cash  in  its  vaults,  nor  the  ability  of  its 
Debtors,  may  be  sufficient  to    enable  it  to   meet  the   demand. 
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There  is  no  doubt  much,  and  a  more  complicated,  difficulty  in 
conducting  a  bank  like  that  where  you  are,  and  in  wh.  you  are  a 
Director,  than  in  managing  the  affairs  of  a  Bk.  in  a  different  time. 
The  very  circumstance,  alluded  to,  of  your  Payments  abroad  for 
Goods  and  Lands,  constitutes  a  difference  in  your  situation,  that 
calls  for  constant  consideration  &  which  must  constantly  put  you 
on  your  guard  agt.  attempting  to  do  too  much  business.  If  with 
the  view  of  enabling  your  customers  to  pay  their  foreign  Debts, 
or  in  order  to  make  a  large  contribution  to  the  mother  bank,  as 
evidence  of  your  diligence  &  zeal,  you  issue  more  Paper  than  you 
shd.  do,  you  will  do  two  mischievous  things  :  you  will  distress  and 
half  ruin  your  punctual  customers,  that  you  may  unexpectedly 
press  upon  for  repayments  ;  you  will  instead  of  sending  to  the 
mother  Bk.  a  large  sum  of  earnings,  diminish  or  destroy  not  only 
such  earnings,  but  a  portion  of  the  Bk.  Capital,  in  consequence  of 
the  losses  of  bad  Debts,  which  must  happen  in  your  scene,  where 
lands  are  not  convertible  into  money,  &  where  indeed  the  money 
sufficient  to  meet  a  great  diminution  of  Bk.  accommodation  could 
not  be  found. 

On  the  whole  yr.  Bank  with  caution  and  prudence,  will  do  good, 
but,  if  you  mean  like  Atlas  to  bear  the  world  on  your  shoulders, 
you  will  be  crushed  in  the  attempt.  You  will  be  pressed  for  more 
loans  ;  the  difficulties  of  the  other  and  State  Bks.  will  be  ascribed 
to  you,  and  you  will  be  told  that  you  ought  to  afford  a  remedy  for 
the  mischiefs  wh.  you  have  created.  To  all  this  you  must  only 
listen  ;  you  wld.  not  say,  tho'  it  is  hard,  that  these  Banks  have 
brought  the  mischief  on  themselves,  or  perhaps  more  correctly, 
that  the  State  has  brought  it  on  the  community,  the  evil  of  a 
depreciated  Bk.  currency. 

If  the  mass  of  the  Bk.  paper  were  convertible  into  money,  it 
wd.  be  of  equal  value  to  yr.  Branch  notes  ;  but  this  is  impossible  ; 
for  if  there  be  money  sufficient  to  restore  the  State  Bk.  notes  to 
par,  there  is  not  sufficient  to  enable  the  State  Bks.  to  throw  into 
circulation  such  a  quantity  of  notes  as  wd.  be  wanted.  If  you 
annually  coined  in  Ohio,  as  in  Mexico,  seven  millions  of  Dollars, 
or  a  sum  equal  to  the  differences  between  the  import  and  export, 
into  and  from  Ohio,  the  Banks  would  without  difficulty  keep  out 
a  large  circulation  of  their  notes  ;  but  under  the  unfavorable  bal- 
ance that  exists  in  Ohio,  no  Bank  can  do  so  ;  and  I  do  not  think, 
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therefore,  that  your  Branch  can  or  ought  to  attempt  to  satisfy 
the  public  expectation  and  demand  for  loans.  You  must  act  cau- 
tiously and  within  conferred  limits,  and  as  respects  a  large  pro- 
portion of  your  Debts,  you  must  act  on  the  rigorous  principles 
of  commercial  credit,  viz,  that  payment  can  and  will  be  made 
when  demanded.  Farewell, 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 


April  5,  1818. 


My  dear  Friend  : 

We  are  going  on  rapidly  as  usual  with  business,  being  near  the 
end  of  the  Session.  The  Senate  have  passed  a  Bill,  in  which  I 
have  assisted,  closing  the  ports  of  the  U.  S.  against  Brit.  Vessels 
coming  from  any  port  or  place  in  a  Colony  or  Territory  of  G.  Br. 
that  is  by  the  ordinary  laws  of  navigation  &  trade,  closed  agt. 
vessels  of  the  U.  S.,  and  obliging  all  Br.  Vessels,  on  board  of 
which  any  article  of  the  produce,  growth,  or  manufacture  of  the 
U.  S.  have  been  laden  in  our  ports  for  exportation  to  give  bond 
in  double  the  value  thereof,  that  the  same  shall  be  landed  in  some 
port  or  place  other  than  a  port  or  place  in  a  Colony  or  Territory 
of  G.  Br.  from  wh.  Amer.  Vessels  are  excluded.  This  is  a 
strong  measure.  We  have  for  more  than  20  years  been  begging 
G.  Br.  to  allow  us  a  participation  in  the  navigation  affected  by 
this  Bill.  She  has  refused,  continues  to  do  so,  &  finally  tells  us 
that  she  cannot  &  does  not  object  to  our  making  any  law  on  this 
subject,  wh.  we  may  think  expedient — in  other  words,  being  in 
possession  of  this  entire  navigation,  &  supposing  that  the  articles 
supplied  by  her  are  necessary  to  us,  and  that  those  wh.  we  furnish 
have  no  other  market,  she  still  supposes  that  we  shall  continue  to 
acquiesce. 

In  the  examination  of  the  subject,  it  is  proved  that  for  Sugar, 
Coffee  &  Rum,  we  are  independent  of  her  ;  the  last  article  she 
can  sell  no  where  but  in  the  U.  S.,  and  so  far  is  dependent  on  us  ; 
for  20  years  past  we  have  exported  more  Sugar  ik.  Coffee,  annually, 
than  we  have  reed,  from  the  British  Dominions.  We  are  there- 
fore independent  of  her  for  our  own  consumption. 

My  own  persuasion  is,  that  the  W.  Ind,  as  well  as  Newfound- 
land, tho'  the  latter  less  constantly,  are  dependt.  on  the  U.  S. 
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Provisions  salted  may  be  obtained  elsewhere,  tho'  not  as  good, 
nor  frequently  supplied,  as  from  the  U.  S.  Live  Stock  cannot  be 
had  in  any  quantity  elsewhere.  Breadstuffs  likewise  must  be  had 
from  the  U.  S.  &  timber,  lumber  and  naval  stores  cannot  be 
had  from  any  other  quarter.  If  we  have  sufficient  sugar  from 
other  quarters,  likewise  coffee,  the  rum  may  be  supplied  from 
other  Colonies,  or  made  from  grain  at  home.  If  the  5  mill.  gal. 
of  foreign  rum,  &  7  *  mill.  gal.  of  molasses,  wh.  we  import,  were 
even  excluded  making  12  mil.  of  gal.  of  spirits,  the  grain  or 
breadstuff  necessary  to  supply  its  place  in  our  consumption  wd. 
exceed  the  quantity  annually  supplied  to  the  whole  of  the  W. 
Indies. 

If  our  lumber  men  are  not  encouraged  in  their  occupation,  it 
wd.  be  beneficial  that  they  shd.  become  cultivators  of  the  ground  ; 
it  would  be  better  for  them  and  for  the  public  that  they  shd.  do 
so.  Besides  timber  and  lumber  are  becoming  more  scarce  ;  and 
the  Nation  wd.  be  no  loser,  were  we  to  send  abroad  less  than  we 
have  done  of  the  woods  of  the  Country.  The  Bill  has  passed  the 
Senate  by  almost  unanimity.  It  will  meet  with  opposition  in  the 
House,  and  I  am  unable  to  say  whether  it  will  now  pass  there. 

I  have  understood  that  in  Boston  it  will  probably  be  disap- 
proved, perhaps  likewise  in  N.  York — notwithstanding  which,  it 
may  be  an  expedient  measure. 

The  Navigation  Law  was  made  in  the  infancy  of  Colonies  and 
Trade.  For  a  long  time  after  the  Colonial  system  began,  the 
Colonies  were  open  like  the  Mother  Country  to  the  Trade  o 
foreigners.  The  Colonies  were  small,  few  &  commercially  insig- 
nificant in  their  commencement  and  even  at  the  date  of  the  Br. 
Navigation  Law.  Now  England  possesses  43  principal  Colonies, 
exclusive  of  the  E.  Indies,  spread  through  all  the  quarters  of  the 
world  and  selected  as  military  stations  in  every  sea.  The  exclu- 
sive navigation  comprehends  too  great  a  proportion  of  the  whole, 
and  other  navigating  powers  must  desire  to  see  this  immoderate 
pretension  lessened. 

The  U.  S.  are  &  must  be  a  naval  power  :  navigation  is  one  of 

the  indispensable  elements  of  her  wealth  &  strength.     They  must 

assert  their  claims,  and  I  am  convinced  that  they  can  make  them 

good  only  by  a  reliance  on  themselves  ;    and  by  ex  parte  regula- 

*  Chiefly  from  Cuba  ;  very  little  from  the  Br.  W.  Indies. 
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tions  ;  since  being  a  new  power,  and  the  older  powers  being  in 
possession  of  the  chief  points  of  commerce,  and  naturally  unwill- 
ing to  share  them  with  us,  we  can  hope  for  nothing  by  Treaties. 
It  is  the  commencement  of  a  struggle,  that  will  call  for  firm- 
ness, prudence,  temperance  and  wisdom.  You  &  I  shall  see  but 
little  of  it,  but  no  Nation  can  rise  to  the  elevation  to  which  I  feel 
confident  that  this  nation  will  do,  without  a  correspondent 
depression  of  others,  &  this  will  not  be  submitted  to  without  the 
utmost  exertions  to  prevent  it.  .  .  ,  Here  the  willow  is  green, 
the  poplar  in  blossom  and  the  field  covered  with  returning  fresh- 
ness and  verdure.  It  will  however  be  four  weeks  nearly  before 
your  Spring  is  as  far  advanced. 

Affectionately  yrs. 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

April  5,  1818. 


In  this  letter  Mr.  King  writes,  as  in  that  to  Mr.  Gore 
of  the  same  date,  that  the  Navigation  Bill  has  passed  the 
Senate,  and  details  the  particulars  of  and  reasons  for  its 
provisions,  and  closes  as   follows  : 

By  this  good  course  agriculture  would  be  benefitted. 

If  the  lumber  makers  were  converted  into  agriculturists,  it  wd. 
be  individually  and  politically  an  advantageous  change.  Besides 
lumber  of  all  sorts  is  becoming  more  and  more  scarce,  and  if  we 
are  obliged  to  husband  our  stock,  politically  it  wd.  be  an  advan- 
tage. But  as  no  great  measure,  especially  of  a  general  character, 
can  be  adopted  without  some  inconvenience  and  partial  suffering, 
any  measure  that  affects  &  disturbs  the  settled  course  of  occupa- 
tions, bears  harder  on  some  than  others  ;  and  this  inconvenience 
is  one  arising  out  of  the  nature  of  government,  which  looking 
to  the  general  good,  must  necessarily  disregard  the  small  and  in- 
ferior sacrifices  that  must  be  made  to  attain  the  greater  advantage 
of  the  nation. 

The  time  is  favorable  :  other  Nations  are  moving  in  order  to 
abridge  the  advantages  of  Eng.  Monopoly  ;  and  this  co-operation 
will  increase  the  probability  of  success.     There  is  nothing  hostile. 
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or  unjust  in  the  measure  ;  it  is  doing  towards  Gr.  Br.  what  we 
have  suffered  her  to  persist  in  as  respects  us  for  more  than  thirty- 
years.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  navigating  and  naval 
interest  of  the  country  ;  it  is,  to  use  the  words,  of  the  Eng.  Navi- 
gation Law,  "an  act  for  the  encouraging  and  increase  of  shipping 
&  seamen,  wherein,  under  the  good  providence  and  protection  of 
God,  the  wealth,  strength  and  safety  of  the  nation  is  so  much 
interested." 

If  this  Bill  passes,  which  is  perhaps  somewhat  uncertain,  it  will 
constitute  an  Epoch  in  our  navigation  ;  and  by  adhering  to  its 
Principle,  we  shall  accelerate  the  period  of  that  Dominion  on  the 
Ocean,  that  we  are  hereafter  to  attain. 

I  write  currente  calamo  and  cannot  stop  to  revise — you  have 
a  mere  careless  effusion. 

farewell.     R.  K. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Sunday,  Apr.  12,  1818. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Our  Navigation  Law,  of  which  I  think  I  have  sent  you 
a  copy,  has  passed  both  Houses,  the  minority  in  the  Senate  two, 
and  the  House,  sixteen.  It  is  a  strong  measure  ;  and  the  highest 
proof  that  Congress  could  give  of  their  opinion  in  favor  of  navi- 
gation &  shipping,  in  preference  not  only  to  trade,  but  to  other 
great  branches  of  the  public  industry.  The  Bill  closes  the  Ports  of 
the  U.  S.  agt.  Br.  vessels  coming  from  Ports  closed  agt.  the  ves- 
sels of  the  U.  S.,  and  obliges  the  Consignees  of  all  Br.  vessels  on 
board  of  wh.  shall  be  laden  in  our  Ports  any  article  of  Amer. 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  for  exportation,  to  give  bond 
that  the  same  shall  be  landed  in  some  port  or  place,  other  than 
a  port  or  place  closed  agt.  Amer.  vessels. 

The  project  good  or  bad  is  my  own  ;  and  as  our  old  political 
friends  have  united  with  me  in  this  important  measure  without 
change  of  views  or  principles,  we  have  led  off  in  a  business,  more 
important  in  every  direction  in  respect  to  our  navigation  and  naval 
power,  and  of  consequence  as  regards  England,  than  any  other 
that  has  been,  or  as  I  believe,  could  be  devised.  This  measure 
wd.  have  been  impolitic  at  any  preceding  time  ;  in  the  beginning 
we  expected  to  make  an  arrangement  by  Treaty.     Mr.  Jay's  mis- 
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sion  in  this  particular  failed.  The  long  war  which  ensued  broke 
down,  during  its  continuance,  the  colonial  laws  of  trade,  and  we 
entered  into  the  advantages  of  a  most  extensive  neutral  commerce 
during  the  continuance  of  this  war.  Since  its  conclusion  our 
efforts  have  been  renewed  without  success,  to  adjust  the  naviga- 
tion between  the  U.  S.  and  the  Eng.  Colonies,  particularly  in  the 
W.  Indies. 

The  period  had  arrived,  when  we  were  to  decide  whether  we 
wd,  acquiesce  forever  in  the  Eng.  monopoly  of  this  great  branch 
of  navigation  &  trade,  or  meet  their  exclusion  of  us,  by  the  ex- 
clusion of  them.  Being  as  is  proved  wholly  independent  of  them 
for  supplies  of  sugar,  coffee  &  rum,  and  they  being,  as  we  be- 
lieve, not  independent  of  us  for  the  supplies  heretofore  reed, 
from  the  first  planting  of  Colonies,  the  experiment  may  be  now 
fairly  made.  The  time  is  a  favorable  one.  There  is  no  matter 
of  irritation  that  interposes  itself  to  disturb  a  fair  consideration 
of  the  question.  It  is  not  on  our  part  the  fruit  of  anger,  or  of 
unreasonable  jealousy  ;  but  a  measure  relative  to,  and  as  we  sup- 
pose, intimately  connected  with  a  great  national  interest,  that 
calls  for,  and  stands  much  in  need  of  this  protection.  It  meets 
England  manfully,  plainly,  temperately,  and  says  to  them,  as  they 
said  to  Holland,  by  inserting  yourself  into  the  navigation  of 
all  the  Regions  of  the  world,  by  multiplying  your  Colonies,  so 
that  you  hold  the  keys  to  every  sea  &  to  every  trading  nation, 
and  by  applying  your  navigation  Laws  throughout  this  immense 
connexion  and  extension  of  dominion,  you  do  exclude  us  from 
our  reasonable  portion  of  the  navigation  &  trade  with  others  :  we 
now,  as  you  did  in  the  case  of  the  Dutch,  enact  a  law,  tho'  inferior 
in  its  comprehension,  wh.  will,  as  we  hope,  secure  to  us  our  fair 
share  of  what  you  have  thus  monopolized.  The  like  temper  in 
other  States  concurs  to  give  importance  to  this  measure. 

I  am  not  certain  that  England  will  yield  ;  but  I  am  persuaded 
that  she  will  encounter  great  difficulty  in  persisting.  I  wish  that 
you,  instead  of  that  soft  and  empty  pedant  Rush  were  in  London. 
An  able  «S:  conciliatory  man  could  do  great  things  there  at  this 
crisis.     ,     .     , 

faithfully  yrs. 

R.  K. 
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R.  King  to  C.  King. 

April  12,  1818. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

,  .  .  The  navigation  law  has  passed  with  an  extraordinary 
majority.  It  is  a  very  strong  and  important  measure  ;  it  marks 
a  character  in  the  Country,  or  rather  an  opinion  of  the  import- 
ance &  policy  of  promoting  navigation  &  even  at  the  expense  of 
agriculture,  that  is  very  satisfactory  ;  and  which  cannot  but  make 
a  strong  impression  in  England,  as  it  shows  a  decision  of  char- 
acter, and  a  readiness  to  forego  valuable  branches  of  trade, 
proceeding  from  the  industry  &  agriculture  of  our  Country, 
in  order  to  encourage  and  increase  the  shipping  and  seamen  of 
the  nation. 

This  was  the  great  and  noble  principle  of  the  Eng.  navigation 
law  of  the  17th  century  ;  and  I  do  consider  the  law  now  passed 
by  Congress,  to  be  no  less  important  as  respects  our  future  navi- 
gation &  power  upon  the  Ocean,  than  the  navigation  law  of 
England  was  in  respect  to  the  shipping,  seamen  and  naval  power 
of  that  country. 

It  is  with  a  great  nation  we  are  now  to  contend  ;  one  that 
moves  in  these  matters  with  caution  and  firmness.  How  Eng- 
land will  take  the  measure  is  doubtful.  Pride  and  confidence 
may  administer  false  counsel.  If  her  Statesmen  be  really  able, 
and  can  raise  themselves  above  the  vulgar  prejudices  of  their 
countrymen,  they  will  take  the  measure  as  it  ought  to  be  taken, 
and  considered  ;  they  will  look  to  the  principle  it  asserts  ;  to  the 
people,  their  condition,  resources  and  increase,  whence  it  pro- 
ceeds ;  they  will  perceive  that  it  will  be  persisted  in  ;  and  instead 
of  its  being  suffered  to  become  the  occasion  of  a  long  &  fruitless 
struggle  on  their  side,  they  will  modify  the  ancient  principles  of 
navigation  &  commerce,  which  are  no  longer  applicable  to  the 
existing  condition,  and  the  relative  power  and  pretensions  of 
the  respective  nations,  and  consent  to  such  arrangements  with 
us  as  may  perpetuate  a  long  and  necessarily  beneficial  inter- 
course &  friendship. 

.  .  .  The  bill  has  passed,  with  all  the  votes  of  the  Senate, 
except  two,  &  of  the  H.  of  R.  except  sixteen.  It  will  immedi- 
ately be  signed  by  the  Pr. 

farewell  yrs.  R.  K. 
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W.  King  to  R.  King. 

Bath,  April  13,  1818. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Your  letter  enclosing  the  Navigation  Bill  came  duly  to  hand. 
This  Bill  is  precisely  what  is  wanted.  It  is  creditable  to  the 
Senate  that  it  should  have  been  passed  with  so  much  unanimity 
and  particularly  so  to  yourself,  with  whom  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  learn  it  originated. 

The  more  this  subject  is  agitated,  the  more  will  its  importance 
be  observed  by  the  People.  Our  Representatives  from  this  Dis- 
trict have  been  written  to  on  the  subject  and  have  generally 
answered  that  their  minds  were  not  made  up,  particularly  Holmes, 
who  will,  if  I  am  not  very  much  mistaken,  end  his  political 
career  from  this  section  of  country  with  the  expiration  of  his 
present  term  in  Congress. 

Such  men  as  Holmes  from  our  party,  with  the  Hartford  Con- 
vention people  of  yours,  will  probably  unite  with  Clay  and  Clin- 
ton. It  will  be  doing  no  injustice  to  any  portion  of  them  to  say 
their  motives  are  about  the  same  :  the  sooner  this  union  is 
formed  the  better  for  the  country  ;  the  residue  will  get  on  with 
fewer  difficulties  than  either  of  the  parties  experience  at  the 
present  time. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  observe  in  relation  to  yourself 
but  one  opinion  expressed  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and 
still  more  that  it  is  so  uniformly  well  deserved. 

your  brother 

W.  King. 

R.  King  to  Jeremiah  Mason. 

Crawfords,  21  Apr.  1S18. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  yesterday  received  your  obliging  letter  of ,  in  which  you 

acknowledge  the  receipt  of  one  from  me  without  date.  Con- 
gress adjourned  last  evening.  Except  laws  that  will  require 
the  payment  of  a  good  deal  of  money  out  of  the  Treasury,  we 
have  done  nothing  that  is  mischievious.  As  a  great  many 
private  money  bills  did  not  pass  by  reason  of  the  delay  in  get- 
ting them  sufficiently  forward,  this  evil  is  not  as  great  as  a  longer 
session  would  have  made  it.     The  pensions  to  our  Revolutionary 
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Officers  &  Soldiers  will,  as  I  suspect,  turn  out  much  greater  than 
was  anticipated  ;  the  comprehension  of  all  who  served  for  the 
term  of  nine  months  or  more  was  imprudent. 

I  was  inclined  to  have  confined  the  provision  to  the  officers, 
but  could  meet  with  no  support.  The  soldiers  were  paid  high 
bounties  &  clothed  &  fed,  not  so  the  officers.  I  would  have 
gone  as  far  as  to  include  all  the  soldiers  who  were  in  the  conti- 
nental army,  when  it  was  discharged  ;  but  this  was  discriminisa- 
tion,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  the  militia  was  shut  out.  The 
sailors  go  in  notwithstanding  their  prize  money. 

For  manufactures,  we  have  raised  the  import  duty  on  Iron  in 
bars  from  9.  to  15  dollars  per  ton,  with  a  correspondent  increase 
of  the  imposts  on  nails,  spikes  &  iron  castings  :  the  25  pr.  cent 
on  cotton  &  woolen  goods,  which  was  limited  to  1819,  has 
been  extended  to  1826  :  by  that  time,  with  this  encouragement, 
our  own  manufactures  will,  or  ought  to,  be  so  established  that 
coarse  cottons  &  fine  woolens  may  perhaps  be  prohibited  from 
abroad. 

We  have  morever  passed  a  Navigation  Law,  that,  after  Septem- 
ber, closes  our  ports  against  Brit,  vessels  coming  from  British 
ports,  closed  against  Amer.  Vessels.  This  is  a  strong  measure, 
but  called  for,  as  I  believe,  by  a  just  regard  for  Amer.  Navigation. 
It  must  be  made  effectual  so  far  as  to  secure  to  us  an  equal  share 
at  least  of  the  navigation.  If  England  should  continue  to  say,  we 
have  nothing  to  give  her  for  admitting  our  money  &  ships  in  her 
East  Indies,  we  might  say  in  return,  be  it  so  ;  if  you  think  so. 
But  if  you  will  not  allow  us  to  go  and  buy  your  East  India 
fabrics,  we  will  not  allow  them  to  be  brought  by  you  to  our 
country,  nor  indeed  will  we  allow  them  to  be  used  or  consumed 
by  our  people.  In  a  word,  the  letter  &  spirit  of  the  law  (which 
passed  with  great  unanimity  &  which  never  at  any  former  time 
could  have  passed  at  all)  closes  our  ports  agt.  Gr.  Br.  Vessels 
from  any  Br.  ports  or  place  closed  against  Amer.  Vessels.  I  gave 
all  my  heart  and  all  my  strength,  with  all  my  hopes  of  success  to 
this  measure  ;  which  in  principle  is  incomparably  the  most  im- 
portant law  ever  passed  on  this  or  perhaps  on  any  subject. 
Engd.  at  this  day,  by  the  extension  of  her  commercial  stations 
throughout  the  world  and  the  application  of  her  navigation  law 
to  this  extension  of  dominion  has  effectually  monopolized  a  great 
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portion  of  the  navigation  necessary  to  carry  on  the  commerce  of 
the  world. 

As  respects  others,  she  is  now  more  disproportionately  in 
possession  of  the  general  commerce  of  nations,  than  the  Dutch 
were,  in  the  middle  of  the  17th  century;  and  our  law  must 
check  her,  as  her  navigation  laws  checked  &  broke  down  the 
Dutch.  Don't  understand  me  that  I  expect  or  desire  any  break- 
ing down  of  Engd.  ;  but  I  do  hope,  if  faithful  to  ourselves,  we 
shall  oblige  Engd.  to  let  us  in  for  a  fair  share  of  the  general  trade 
carried  on  between  the  Nations  of  the  World. 

Farewell  yrs. 
R.  K. 

R.  King  to  Gov.  Worthington. 

Washington,  April  21,  18 18. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  Our  session  is  just  closed,  leaving  a  good  deal  of  un- 
finished business  ;  chiefly  however  of  a  private  nature,  and  which 
if  completed  would  have  drawn  money  from  the  Treasury.  To 
encourage  manufactures,  we  have  raised  the  Duty  on  imported 
iron  from  9  to  15  dol.  per  ton— with  a  correspondent  increase  on 
nails,  brads,  spikes,  and  iron-castings  hereafter  imported. 

The  25  pr.  cent  on  woollen  and  cotton  goods,  which  were  to 
continue  for  three  years,  that  expire  in  1819,  are  continued  till 
1826  ;  by  which  date,  if  these  manufactures  prosper  as  I  hope 
they  may,  we  may  go  further  and  as  so  I  stated  to  the  Senate, 
prohibit  coarse  cottons  and  perhaps  fine  woollens.  I  regard  the 
prolongation  of  the  encouraging  Duties  on  imported  woollens  & 
cottons,  as  satisfactory  evidence  of  a  determination  in  Congress  to 
build  up  and  establish  domestic  manufactures  ;  on  which  subject 
I  have  a  very  decided  opinion,  founded  on  a  good  deal  of  con- 
sideration, that  the  Western  country  is  to  become  the  great  manu- 
facturing region  of  the  U.  S.  Subsistence  will  be  in  abundance  and 
cheap  in  this  region,  which  moreover  abounds  everywhere  with 
coal  mines  that,  in  my  conviction,  are  richer  and  more  desirable 
than  those  of  gold  and  silver. 

Running  a  diagonal  line  from  the  north  to  the  south  of 
England,  the  coal  and  manufactures  are  on  the  West  and  the 
agriculture  on  the  East  side  thereof — it  being  more  economical 
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to  carry  food  to  the  fuel  than  fuel  to  the  food.  Fire  and  the 
Steam  Engine  are  the  true  means  of  carrying  on  manufactures 
by  machinery.  A  water  power,  especially  in  the  northern  States, 
is  stopped  in  the  winter  ;  the  abundance  of  provisions  and  of 
coals  will  therefore  decide  the  question  where  the  great  manu- 
facturies  of  this  country  will  be  established. 

Our  Spanish  dispute  is  where  it  was,  when  Congress  assembled. 
With  other  powers  we  have  no  dispute.  Your  friend  G.  W.  Camp- 
bell is  appointed  to  succeed  Mr.  Pinlcney  at  St.  Petersburgh,  and 
I  have  heard  that  young  Mr.  Astor  will  accompany  him  as  Secy,  of 
Legation.  The  President,  as  I  hear,  does  not  make  an  extensive 
tour  this  season  ;  he  will  accompany  the  Engineers  who  are  to 
survey  Hampton  Roads,  and  the  waters  of  the  lower  Chesapeake, 
to  select  a  station  for  an  Arsenal  Port. 

The  Chiefs  of  Kentucky  are  not  satisfied,  find  fault  with  the 
Anti-republican  furniture,  manners  &  ceremonials  of  the  Palace  ; 
tho'  the  Congress  have  appropriated  30,000  dol.  to  furnish  the 
Hall  of  the  House  &  its  offices,  and  20,000  to  furnish  those  of  the 
Senate.  We  are  not  like  the  ox,  who  when  his  belly  is  full  lies 
down  on  the  green  bank,  and  is  quiet  until  more  food  is  wanted. 
Men  are  unhappy  without  excitement  and  impatient  when  every- 
thing is  quiet  and  stationary.  They  want  change  and  strive  to 
make  it. 

Very  truly  yr.  ob.  Sr. 

R.  King. 


Mary  King  to  E.  King. 

Georgetown,  21st  April,  1818. 
It  was  with  great  pleasure,  my  dear  Edward  that  I  received 
your  letter  of  22nd  February,  accompanied  by  an  affectionate 
postscript  from  your  wife,  for  which  I  thank  you  both  ;  and  also 
for  the  kind  invitation  to  make  you  a  visit.  I  have  every  possi- 
ble inducement  to  comply  with  the  request.  The  gratification  of 
meeting  you  comfortably  settled  in  your  own  house,  being  made 
personally  acquainted  with  your  good  wife  and  seeing  and  kissing 
my  dear  little  Rufus,  would  surmount  any  common  obstacle  ;  but 
the  want  of  health  and  strength  forbids  the  attempt.  I  have  no 
doubt  that  the  ride  and  change  of  air  would  be  salutary,  if  it  could 
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be  performed  without  great  fatigue,  but  as  I  know  that  a  journey 
across  the  Alleghany  Mountains  cannot  be  made  without  some 
exposure  to  cold  as  well  as  fatigue,  I  must  enjoy  by  anticipation 
what  I  otherwise  should  have  had  great  pleasure  in  realizing. 
Now,  as  there  are  none  of  these  impediments  with  regard  to  you 
and  your  wife,  I  would  propose  that  you  both  with  the  little  boy 
should  come  and  make  us  a  visit,  either  in  the  summer  or  fall, 
whichever  season  suits  your  business  best,  and  there  should  be  no 
other  objection  to  your  leaving  home. 

Your  pleasantest  route  would  be  to  come  to  Baltimore  and  pro- 
ceed from  thence  by  the  steamboat  route  to  New  York.  I  wrote 
a  few  lines  by  Colonel  Dougherty,  who  was  so  kind  as  to  take 
charge  of  a  small  parcel  for  you  ;  but  as  you  say  nothing  about  it 
in  your  letter  of  the  loth,  received  to  day,  I  conclude  it  may  not 
have  been  to  hand.  The  only  regret  I  have  is,  that  if  you  had 
wished  any  thing  from  here,  it  is  now  too  late,  as  all  the  Gentle- 
men from  Ohio  left  us  this  morning.  Congress  having  adjourned 
at  a  late  hour  last  night.  If  the  weather  is  good  we  shall  set  out 
tomorrow,  and  hope  to  reach  home  by  the  first  of  May. 

You  will  lament  with  me  the  death  of  our  good  &  excellent 
friend  Mrs.  Low  ;  she  died  on  the  i  ith  inst.  after  a  very  rapid  de- 
cay ;  to  her  aged  husband  and  family  her  loss  is  irreparable  and 
by  her  friends  in  general  it  will  be  severely  felt. 

I  am  sorry  to  observe  by  your  letter  that  the  Governor  [Worth- 
ington]  has  had  another  attack  of  bilious  colic  :  but  long  before 
this  I  trust  he  is  relieved  and  again  enjoying  his  usual  health.  I 
am  glad  to  hear  so  good  an  account  of  Mrs.  Worthington's  health 
as  your  wife  gave  me  and  hope  it  may  long  continue.  Present  me 
kindly  to  them  both,  and  with  love  to  Sarah,  and  kisses  to  little 
"  Duffy  "  as  Charles  calls  his  boy, 

I  remain  your  affectionate  mother, 

Mary  King. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

King  to  Gore — Estimate  of  Otis  and  Holmes — King  to  Mason — Will  neither 
decline  nor  solicit  Reappointment — Navigation  Law  may  require  further 
Provisions — IngersoU  to  King — Complimentary  on  King's  Speech— King 
to  Gore — Massachusetts  deeply  interested  in  the  Navigation  Legislation — 
The  Nav}'  is  the  End  or  Object  of  it — Want  an  able  Minister  in  England 
— King  to  J.  Adams — Sends  a  Copy  of  his  Speech — Admission  of  new 
States  strengthens  the  old  ones — Regrets  that  Representatives  from  Massa- 
chusetts show  less  Zeal  in  Navigation  Law — Dawes  to  King — Approval 
of  his  Speech — Mrs.  Dawes — Monroe  to  King — Speech  on  Navigation  Act 
honorable  to  him — Pensacola  Affair  not  free  from  Difificulty — Sought  to 
give  no  Cause  for  War  with  Spain  and  sustained  Jackson — King  to  Cole- 
man— Will  not  answer  Criticisms  of  Speeches  in  the  Senate — Time  will 
justify  him — Barbour  to  King — His  Speech  will  be  read  on  both  Sides  of 
the  Water — Should  have  free  Intercourse  with  England  everywhere  or 
none — Bulflnch  to  King — Purchase  of  Books  for  Library  of  Congress — 
King  to  Smith — Maps  and  Charts  bought  for  War  Department — King  to 
E.  King — Contrasts  Navigation  Law  with  Jefferson's  restrictive  Regula- 
tions. 

R,  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Elkton,  26  Apl.,  1S18. 
My  dear  friend  : 

We  left  Georgetown  on  Friday.  .  .  .  Mr.  Otis  and  wife  were 
off  the  last  day  of  the  Session.  He  it  seems  has  given  up  his 
Judgeship,  and  embarks  his  fortune  on  his  success  in  the  Senate. 
As  I  owe  him  neither  good  nor  ill  will,  I  am  sufificiently  indifferent 
to  form  an  impartial  opinion  and  as  La  Fontaine  says,  altho'  I  am 
not  a  great  prophet,  I  sometimes  consult  the  stars,  and  they  de- 
ceive me,  or  they  promise  this  gentleman  no  success  in  his  new 
adventures.  He  cannot  succeed  in  the  Senate.  The  desire  to 
please  all,  pleases  none,  and  general  and  promiscuous  civility  is 
insipid  and  of  very  little  value.     He  will  not  succeed  better  at 
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headquarters.  Not  knowing  his  resources,  I  was  unable  to  meas- 
ure his  force  and  the  value  of  his  materials, — as  now  I  rate  both 
very  low,  and  pronounce  without  hesitation  that  he  cannot  suc- 
ceed in  the  Senate.  He  lacks  both  manner,  I  mean  decision  of 
character,  and  matter  likewise,  being  as  I  conjecture  ill  furnished 
with  the  knowledge  necessary  for  distinction  in  the  Senate.  So 
be  it.     .     .     . 

We  have  had  no  one  debate  that  has  brought  into  view  our  old 
parties,  and  why  should  they  be  brought  into  view  ?  Since  fed- 
eralism is  sunk,  and  we  are,  as  it  seems,  happy  in  being  forgotten  ; 
and  so  far  as  any  station  in  the  Government.  {^Cetera  desunt — 
Ed.) 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  May  5,  18 18. 
My  dear  friend  : 

.  .  .  Of  your  militia  claim  I  omitted  to  say  to  you  what  was 
my  advice  to  Mr.  Ashman.  Without  at  all  speaking  of  its 
merits,  I  became  convinced  of  two  things  :  one,  that  ultimately 
the  claim  will  be  allowed  ;  the  other,  that  at  present  there  is  no 
chance  of  such  allowance,  &  hence  that  it  was  expedient  not  to 
urge  the  claim  at  this  time.  Yr.  Senator  s  universal  civility,  & 
courteous  &  complimentary  language,  were  often  sneered  at  as 
being  intended  only  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  your  Militia 
Claim. 

Of  Holmes  I  know  little  ;  my  impression  is  that  he  has  totally 
failed.  His  fame  was  considerable,  but  his  performance  disap- 
pointed the  House.  It  was  then  said  that  he  was  not  able  in 
Congress,  but  great  in  his  profession,  as  cd.  be  proved  by  his  ap- 
pearance in  the  Supreme  Court.  Unfortunately  for  him,  it  was 
the  case  of  Dartmouth  College,  in  which  he  was  to  make  his  ap- 
pearance, and  Webster  was  his  opponent. 

Webster  acquitted  himself  with  the  highest  credit  &  produced 
the  strongest  sentiments  of  respect  and  admiration.  Mr.  H.  fell 
below  mediocrity,  and,  as  I  conceive  from  the  current  reports, 
lost  all  pretensions  to  the  character  of  a  man  of  distinguished 
talents.  He  was  looked  to,  on  his  arrival,  as  a  leader,  and  as  the 
support  of  the  Executive  :  he  was  one  of  the  select  party,  at  the 
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President's  first  dinner  ;  but  his  reputation  lessened  as  the  session 
advanced,  and  as  Clay's  So.  American  question  was  anti-adminis- 
tration, Holmes  by  joining  him  must  have  lost  the  favor  of  the 
Chief,  who  certainly  did  not  invite  him  to  his  last  dinner,  consist- 
ing principally  of  those  who  were  invited  to  the  first. 

Adieu.     R.  K. 


R.  King  to  Jeremiah  Mason. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  May  19,  1818. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  received  this  evening  your  obliging  letter  of  the  15th,  and  as 
my  frank  will  expire  tomorrow,  I  avail  myself  of  it,  to  make 
you  my  acknowledgements,  and  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject 
of  my  continuance  in  the  Senate.  I  am  not  informed,  nor  curious 
to  be  so,  whether  there  is  a  disposition  in  our  Legislature  to  reap- 
point me.  I  shall  neither  decline  nor  solicit  a  reappointment, 
and  should  that  event  happen,  would  continue  to  take  my  seat 
so  long  as  my  own  comfort  and  convenience  would  permit  me 
to  do  so. 

You  are  correct  ;  ulterior  provisions  may  &  probably  will  be 
requisite  to  carry  the  Navigation  Bill  into  effect.  I  with  you  re- 
gret that  we  are  without  an  able  man  in  England,  and,  the  more 
so,  as  I  have  little  or  no  expectation  that  Eng.  will  view  this  law 
in  the  light  that  they  ought  to  consider  it.  They  will  be  likely  to 
look  back  to  former  Acts  intended  to  disserve  them,  wh.  we  have 
revoked  because  we  found  that  they  disserved  ourselves.  The 
present  measures  rest  upon  this  proposition.  The  Trade,  or 
rather  Navigation,  must  be  reciprocal,  or  it  must  not  be  allowed 
to  exist.  The  greatest  difficulty  that  I  anticipate  is,  in  the  regu- 
lation of  the  intercourse  between  our  Frontiers  and  the  contigu- 
ous Eng.  Provinces.  The  question  is  wholly  untouched  at  present. 
We  shall  be  better  able,  hereafter,  to  examine  it  as  well  as  the 
intercourse  that  will  be  carried  on  with  the  Colonial  free-ports  ; 
our  next  Session  may,  &  probably  will,  be  an  interesting 
one.     .     .     . 

I  remain,  my  dear  Sir,  with  great  regard, 

Yr.  ob.  &  faith.  Servt. 

RuFUS  King. 
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C.  J.  Ingersoll  to  R.  King. 

Philadelphia,  27  June,  181S. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  may  say,  without  a  compliment,  that,  as  far  as  I  have 
heard  it  mentioned,  your  late  admirable  Speech  on  the  new  Navi- 
gation Act,  has  been  universally  &  highly  commended  for  its 
information,  liberality  and  method.  I  read  it  with  uncommon 
pleasure  as  an  excellent  specimen  of  what  a  parliamentary  dis- 
course ought  to  be,  and  a  most  powerful  argument  on  an  import- 
ant subject.  If  it  should  prove  to  be  your  valedictory,  it  is  an 
enviable  close  to  an  elevated  public  life  ;  it  is  the  best  testimonial 
that  can  be  afforded  that  such  a  public  life  should  end  only  with 
the  close  of  life  itself. 

For  the  last  three  or  four  years  a  scene  of  professional  occupa- 
tion, which  commands  all  my  time,  has  deprived  me  of  the  occa- 
sion, and  indeed  almost  the  faculty,  certainly  the  fondness,  I  used 
to  feel  for  sociable  correspondence  ;  but  of  none  of  the  fondness 
with  which  I  shall  never  cease  to  cherish  the  recollections  & 
proofs  of  your  intercourse  &  eminence  ;  and  tho'  unable  to  write 
you  letters,  in  token  of  my  respect  and  regard, 

I  am  your  faithful  friend  &  respectful  humble  Servt. 

C.  J.  Ingersoll. 

R.  King  to  Edward  King. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  June  28,  1818. 

Mv  DEAR  Edward  : 

.  .  .  As  to  the  Bank  &  its  Branches— I  repeat  my  advice  to 
you  to  withdraw  from  the  Direction  ;  the  plea  of  your  solicitor- 
ship  will  be  a  proper  one  to  assign  for  your  doing  so.  As  a  gen- 
eral Measure,  calculated  if  well  conducted  to  promote  the  public 
interest,  we  may  allow  it  to  have  merit — as  a  Business  that  has, 
and  will  continue  to  interfere  with,  the  State  Banks  ;  neither  you 
nor  I  have  any  such  concern,  as  to  make  it  necessary  that  we 
shd.  either  of  us  be  solicitous  concerning  it ;  while  we  abstain 
from  censuring  its  proceedings,  we  are  not  obliged  to  incur  the 
displeasure  of  its  rivals,  by  defending  its  operations. 

I  will  desire  Charles  or  James  to  send  you  a  Copy  of  the  Speech 
that  I  made  in  the  Senate  on  the  Navigation  Act.     The  subject 


[8i8]  LIFE  AND   CORRESPONDENCE.  151 


is  one  of  a  good  deal  of  importance.  The  Act  is,  in  its  Principle, 
as  well  as  provisions,  of  a  character  too  vigorous  to  escape  the 
attention  of  England,  and  perhaps  other  Powers,  possessing  Colo- 
nies. I  observe  that  in  reference  to  this  Speech,  a  good  deal  has 
been  said  to  show  that  it  sanctions  the  restrictive  Regulations 
adopted  by  Mr.  Jefferson  &  Mr.  Madison,  and  that  it  is  a  con- 
firmation of  those  Regulations.  This  is  not  sound  logic.  The 
Regulation  or  Restriction  is  politic  or  otherwise  in  reference  to 
the  end  wh.  is  aimed  at.  The  same  power  is  well  or  ill  exercised, 
according  to  the  ends  that  are  aimed  at  by  the  Regulation.  My 
object  is  ye.  establishment  of  a  navy  ;  this  was  not  the  purpose 
of  the  former  Restrictions.  I  make  this  observation,  not  to  invite 
you  to  pursue  or  to  engage  in  this  disquisition,  but  as  an  explan- 
ation of  my  own  views. 

faithfully  &  affectionately  yours 
R.   K. 

R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  June  28,  1818. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  reed,  this  morning  your  kind  letter  of  the  21st.  Charles  will 
send  you  a  Copy  of  my  speech  on  the  Navigation  Act,  which  I  re- 
vised &  corrected  in  a  few  instances,  preparatory  to  its  being 
printed  in  a  pamphlet  form.  As  I  had  anticipated  some  disap- 
probation in  Boston  on  this  subject,  I  am  glad  to  learn  from  you 
that  the  measure  has  been  generally  well  reed,  there. 

I  think  that  I  have  some  pretensions  to  know  the  special  inter- 
ests of  Massachusetts  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  any  section 
more  than  another  is  concerned  in  the  adoption  of  the  proposed 
law,  it  is  Massachusetts,  including  Maine  ;  and  if  any  great  pub- 
lic measure,  affecting  the  general  welfare,  and  constituting  a 
great  national  establishment,  connected  with  the  power,  and  the 
pride  and  the  glory  of  the  Nation,  can  be  imagined,  that  will 
be  likely  to  raise  up  &  restore  Massachusetts  to  her  ancient  au- 
thority and  influence  in  the  Nation,  it  is,  as  it  seems  to  me,  a 
Navy  ;  with  the  manning  and  commanding  of  wh.  Mass.  must  at 
all  times  have  so  great  a  share. 

The  real  purpose  of  the  speech,  is  the  Navy  ;  and  the  end 
or  object  discriminates  this  measure  from  all  former  restrictive 
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regulations.  Mr.  Madison's  Resolutions  \vh.  embraced  a  Regula- 
tion of  the  Eng.  colonial  trade  (not  its  prohibition,  unless  we 
equally  shared  in  it)  had  for  their  purpose  to  constitute  a  fund  to 
indemnify  our  Citizens,  whose  vessels  were  taken  under  the  Novr. 
orders  of  Council,  and  were  in  fact  a  measure  of  reprisal,  that  wd., 
as  it  was  intended  they  shd.,  lead  to  war. 

The  late  embargoes  and  restrictions  were  coercive,  or  so 
intended,  on  Eng. — not  succeeding,  they  were  ingloriously  re- 
voked. 

The  present  project,  whether  Eng.  yields  or  not,  will  contribute 
to  and  serve  to  promote  the  establishment  of  a  navy,  and, 
as  I  believe,  will  encourage  &  extend  our  navigation,  fisheries  & 
manufactures. 

The  measure  is  undoubtedly  one  of  great  importance  ;  how 
England  will  receive  it  is  a  matter  of  great  uncertainty — probably 
she  will  not  yield.  Never  did  we  want  an  able  man  in  London 
more  than  at  present.  Never,  as  I  believe,  have  we  had  a  less 
able  one  there  than  now  ;  you  will  excuse  this  remark,  as  it 
includes  myself  ;  it  hardly  becomes  me  thus  to  speak  even 
to  a  friend.     .     .     .     Yrs.  R.  K. 


R.  King  to  John  Adams. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  12  July,  1818. 
Dear  Sir  : 

As  none  of  the  eminent  Statesmen  of  the  Country  was  more 
early  and  deeply  impressed  by  the  great  importance  of  our 
National  fisheries  and  navigation,  &  as  no  one  has  made  more 
constant  exertions  than  you  have  done  to  establish  these  rights,  I 
take  the  liberty  to  send  you  a  copy  of  a  speech  I  delivered  in  the 
Senate  during  the  last  Session  of  Congress,  upon  an  occasion  in 
which  the  examination  of  our  past  efforts  to  adjust  a  mutually 
beneficial  intercourse  with  England  &  to  provide  for  the  security 
of  our  maritime  rights  became  necessary. 

In  making  this  examination  I  was  obliged  to  abridge  the  view  I 
took  of  the  subject,  &  to  allude,  which  I  endeavoured  to  do  with 
much  caution,  to  the  influences  of  the  differences  that  have  existed 
between  our  political  parties.  The  sketch,  tho'  an  imperfect  one, 
will  suffice  with  you,  who,  better  than  any  one,  can  determine  how 
far  my  recollections  are  correct,  &  whether  my  views  of  national 
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policy  are  such  as  the  circumstances  of  the  times  &  the  irresistible 
progress  of  our  national  affairs  will  justify. 

Having  for  many  years,  a  part  of  them  during  your  administra- 
tion, in  public  affairs  abroad  been  withdrawn  from  the  knowledge 
of  public  men  &  measures,  which  is  most  advantageously  acquired 
by  personal  association  with  them,  it  has  afforded  me  great  satis- 
faction since  my  return  to  the  Senate,  where  under  your  eye, 
I  passed  the  seven  eventful  years  that  immediately  followed  its 
organization,  to  perceive  the  abundant  evidence,  which  exists,  of 
the  progress  that  has  been  made  in  the  formation  &  diffusion  of 
national  opinions,  national  attachments  &  national  character,  a 
progress  so  absolute  that  apprehensions  concerning  the  division 
of  the  States  may  be  safely  dismissed  ;  no  nation  being  more 
homogeneous,  or  more  firmly  united. 

The  admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union  in  the  West,  varies 
the  geographical  balance  of  power  between  the  States  ;  but  as 
these  new  States  are  composed  of  inhabitants  proceeding  out 
from  the  old  ones,  &  are  thus  connected  with  and  tied  to  them, 
as  this  connexion  is  moreover  strengthened  by  common  habits, 
manners  &  usages  &  frequent  intermarriages,  the  whole  are  be- 
coming fast  bound  together  by  a  band  "  stronger  than  hooks  of 
steel."  That  there  is  no  error  in  this  confident  opinion  may  be 
inferred,  were  other  proofs  wanting,  from  the  unanimity  with 
which  our  maritime  rights  &  the  establishment  of  a  Navy  are 
assisted  and  supported  by  the  Western  States.  These  dispo- 
sitions must  be  regarded  as  generous  tokens  of  national  attach- 
ment, as  well  as  distinguished  proofs  of  the  prevalence  of  a  sound 
and  enlightened  national  policy. 

With  this  temper  in  the  West,  which  is  equally  felt  &  expressed 
in  the  South,  it  has  been  with  disappointment  as  well  as  regret, 
that  I  have  observed  some  of  the  representatives  of  Massachu- 
setts to  show  less  zeal  on  the  subject  of  navigation,  in  which  she 
holds  the  first  rank,  than  would  have  been  imputed,  balancing 
other  &  doubtful  &  merely  local  interests  against  this  infallible 
means  of  national  security  &  dominion.  Independent  of  these 
motives,  other  &  powerful  considerations  may  be  supposed  to 
have  influence  with  the  representatives  of  a  State,  which  whether 
in  council  or  the  field  was  behind  none  of  her  associates  in  the 
memorable  struggle  that  established  our  freedom. 
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It  is  by  dominion  on  the  ocean  that  not  only  national  safety,  but 
national  glory  are  to  be  attained,  &  it  is  by  this  power  chiefly 
that  the  Eastern  States  will  be  enabled  to  retain  that  influence  & 
authority  in  the  national  councils,  which  with  so  much  public  ad- 
vantage they  have  formerly  possessed.  Cicero  said  of  Pompey,  at 
the  last  crisis  of  the  Republic  "  omne  consilium  Themistocleum 
est  ;  existimet  enim  qui  mare  teneat,  eum  necesse  rerum  potiri  ; 
itaque  navalis  apparatus  ei  semper  antiquissima  cura  fuit."  And 
is  it  Massachusetts  that  calls  this  opinion  into  question  ? 

But  I  must  return  from  this  digression,  into  which  early  attach- 
ments may  have  drawn  me  ;  my  purpose  was  to  submit  to  your 
correction  the  speech  which  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  &  to 
avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  renewing  to  you  the  assurance 
of  the  high  respect  &  esteem  with  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
be  &c  RuFus  King. 


Theo.  Dawes  to  R.  King. 

Boston,  July  16,  181S. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

Accept  my  thanks  for  the  pamphlet  you  sent  me,  and  the 
affectionate  expressions  in  your  handwriting.  The  Speech  had 
been  tolerably  well  printed  in  our  newspapers,  but  I  was  glad  to 
have  a  copy  of  it  in  a  type  more  worthy  of  the  production. 
Much  was  told  me  about  it  by  competent  judges  who  heard  it  ; 
and  I  was  prepared  to  enjoy  it.  The  political  information  and 
reasons  in  support  of  its  principles  must  satisfy  all  parties.  The 
Democrats  say  it  accords  with  Mr.  Madison's  celebrated  resolu- 
tions ;  and  w^e  Federalists  are  willing  they  should  be  pleased,  so 
long  as  we  are  gratified.  Until  I  read  the  speech  I  had  not  been 
sufficiently  aware  that  England  had  acted  so  much  as  she  has  done 
upon  the  false  maxim  that  might  is  right.  Time  was  when  it 
might  not  have  been  so  expedient  as  it  is  now  to  proclaim  the 
whole  truth.  Your  patriotic  sentiments  may  now  be  safely  & 
successfully  diffused  and  enforced  by  measures,  which  you  have 
so  ably  advocated.  Mrs.  Dawes,  who  never  meddles  in  political 
speculations,  told  me  that  seeing  your  name  at  the  head  of  your 
speech  she  was  induced  to  learn  what  it  was  about  and  she  found 
the  introduction  so  plain  that  she  was  led  from  sentence  to  sen- 
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tence  until  she  had  read  the  whole.  She  was  not  obliged  to  stop 
and  unriddle  a  glittering  and  involved  phraseology  as  she  says 
she  is  obliged  to  when  reading  Counsellor  Phillip's  Irish  Speeches. 
I  only  mention  this  as  evidence  that  you  spoke  to  be  understood. 
Excuse  interlineations,  the  symptoms,  perhaps,  of  impaired  mem- 
ory. Gore  was  at  my  house  this  morning  and  is  better.  We 
agreed  that  your  speech  would  run  &  be  glorified. 
With  unabated  atfections 

your  old  friend, 
Theo.  Dawes. 

James  Monroe  to  R.  King. 

{^Confidential.) 

Washington,  July  22,  1818. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Your  favor  of  the  29  ulto.  was  received  in  the  country,  whither 

I  had  retired,  to  attend  the  report  of  General  Jackson's  operations 

in  Florida  &  in  the  expectation,  that   our   commissionrs.  from 

Buenos  Ayres  would  like  wise  soon  arrive.     Of  both  these  events 

I  had  notice  shortly  after  the  receit  of  your  letter,  in  consequence 

of  which  I  preferred  answering  it  from  this  place.     I  thank  you 

for  a  copy  of  your  speech  on  the  navigation  act.     It  is  honorable 

to  you,  has  thrown  much  light  on  the  subject,  &  will  be  useful  to 

our  country.      Our  force  will  be  strengthened  along  the  Southern 

Coast,  &  in  the  Pacific  we  shall  give  all  possible  protection  to  our 

commerce  in  those  seas,  and  countenance  to  the  revolutionary 

movement,  that  we  can,  without  compromitting  the  peace  of  the 

country.     The  affair  of  Pensacola  has,  as  you  anticipated,  not 

been  free  from  difficulty.     The  General  had  no  orders  to  take  it 

&  has  acted  on  his  own  responsibility  ;  but  the  conduct  of  the 

Spanish  officers  in  Florida,  on  which  he  rests  for  his  justification, 

in  aiding  the  Indians  &  embarrassing  his  operations,  affords  him 

powerful  support.     Nevertheless  as  to  retain  the  posts  might  be 

deemed  an  act  of  war,  &  would  be  so  considered,  if  war  followed, 

to  which  the  power  of  the  Executive  does  not  extend,  the  minister 

will  be  informed  in  reply  to  his  note  [in  character  with  all  the 

others]  that  the  posts  will  be  delivered  up,  to  the  proper  authority  ; 

that  is,  to  an  order  from  the  Govr.  of  Cuba  ;  but  that  the  attack  of 

the  posts  is  imputable  to  the  misconduct  of  the  Spanish  officers. 
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and  that  their  surrender  will  be  made,  in  confidence  that  Spain 
will  place  &  keep  a  power  sufficient  to  enable  her  to  fulfill  the 
obligations  of  her  treaty  with  us.  She  is  further  informed,  that 
the  evidence,  evincing  the  misconduct  of  the  Spanish  officers, 
will  be  embodied  &  laid  before  the  govt.,  as  the  ground  on  which 
to  demand  their  banishment.  There  were  two  modes  of  acting  in 
this  case,  which  naturally  claimed  consideration,  ist,  to  disavow 
the  measures  &:  bring  the  General  to  trial.  The  2nd  to  hold 
them  for  the  reasons  assumed  by  him  &  meet  the  consequence. 
To  the  first,  I  mean  as  to  the  latter  feature  in  it,  it  was  objec- 
tionable in  many  views  :  ist  that  he  had  reasons  for  his  conduct, 
unknown  to  the  gov.t  when  his  orders  were  issued,  which  indeed 
in  some  material  circumstances  occurred  afterwards,  of  great 
force.  2d  that  Spain  has  no  claim  on  the  U.  States  considering 
her  ill  treatment  of  them  for  a  very  long  time  &  they  no  other 
terms  to  observe,  than  simply,  not  to  afford  her  just  cause  of  war. 
3rd  that  the  trial  of  a  General,  who  had  rendered  important  ser- 
vices in  other  instances,  and  in  suppressing  the  Seminole  tribe,  in 
this,  at  the  demand  of  Spain,  who  at  least  merits  what  she  has 
received,  would  exhibit  a  strange  spectacle  to  our  own  country  & 
the  world  ;  that  of  a  Govr.,  who  had  committed  great  injuries  & 
aggressions,  triumphing  over  a  General,  who  had  vindicated  the 
cause  of  his  own  country,  in  which  his  own  govt,  was  made 
the  instrument.  Such  a  step  would  tend  to  confirm  Spain  in  the 
opinion,  that  they  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from  us,  let  her  do 
what  she  would,  and  would  be  likely  to  prevent  the  cession  of 
Florida.  Our  object  on  the  contrary,  has  been,  to  afford  no  cause 
for  war,  but  to  sustain  Jackson,  as  far  as  was  consistent  with  what 
was  done  to  his  own  Govt.  &  to  turn  the  incident  to  the  best 
account  possible.  Spain  must  see  by  this  occurrence,  as  by 
others,  that  she  cannot  retain  Florida,  and  will,  I  hope,  avoid  a 
greater  extremity.  Our  comrs.  from  Buenos  Ayres  will  require 
some  time  to  digest  their  report,  so  that  nothing  presses  for  the 
present,  on  that  head  ;  they  agree  in  the  opinion  that  Spain,  by 
her  own  force,  can  never  reduce  the  colonies,  but  that  there  (is) 
still  a  great  want  of  accord  among  even  those,  engaged  in  pursuit 
of  Independance. 

With  great  respect  &  esteem  I  am  dear  Sir  yours. 

James  Monroe. 
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Endorsed  :  "  ToColetuan — imwilling  to  make  7iewspaper  explana- 
tions of  speeches  in  the  Senate." 

R.  King  to  T.  Coleman. 

It  would  not  be  correct  to  explain  in  the  newspaper,  speeches 
made  in  the  Senate, — I  endeavoured  to  assign  the  reasons,  with  as 
much  particularity  as  seemed  to  me  expedient,  why  the  navigation 
Act  had  not  been  sooner  adopted.  I  shall  do  no  more  for  this 
purpose  at  present,  nor  any  thing  in  the  newspapers  at  any  time. 

I  have  considered  our  party  struggle  as  at  an  end,  and  am  not 
inclined  anywhere,  or  on  any  occasion,  in  the  discussion  of  meas- 
ures concerning  the  general  welfare,  to  introduce  our  party  divi- 
sions ;  being  persuaded  that  no  public  benefit  would  be  promoted 
by  doing  so. 

My  speech  will  not  please  those,  who  may  think  that  I  have  not 
treated  the  pretensions  of  England  with  sufficient  liberality,  or 
who  may  be  unable  to  comprehend  how  measures  may  be  approved 
and  deemed  politick  now  &  in  reference  to  a  great  national  inter- 
est, that  formerly  and  under  different  circumstances,  and  intended 
for  different  ends,  were  disapproved  and  opposed. 

These  are  ephemeral  censures  to  which  public  men  must  sub- 
mit, at  least  so  far  as  not  to  enter  into  a  newspaper  vindication  of 
themselves,  or  to  wish  that  the  same  shd.  be  done  by  others. 
Time  will  justify  them  if  their  conduct  deserve  to  be  justified. 

Perhaps  a  fit  occasion  may  occur,  and  circumstances  may  re- 
quire, that  I  should  touch  upon  the  subject  in  some  future  speech  ; 
and  go  further  in  vindicating  the  policy  of  our  political  friends, 
than  I  have  hitherto  thought  either  prudent  or  necessary  to  do, 
tho'  I  freely  confess  that  I  can  scarcely  discern  the  benefit  that 
wd.  be  gained  in  so  doing. 

The  Resolutions  of  Mr.  Madison,  had  they  been  adopted,  I  then 
thought  and  I  still  believe,  wd.  have  involved  the  Country  in  the 
wars  of  the  Fr.  Revolution  ;  I  therefore  did  disapprove  of  them 
in  1794 — their  object  coercion  of  Eng.,  indemnity  for  losses  &c. 

One  of  the  measures  then  proposed,  I  now  approve,  and  be- 
cause without  the  dangers  that  wd,  have  accompanied  its  adoption 
in  1794,  it  will  now  contribute  to  the  establishment  of  a  navy,  a 
measure  not  in  the  contemplation  of  the  Resolution  of  1794 — but 
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one  that  was  then,  and  for  many  years  afterwards,  condemned  by 
the  friends  of  the  Resolution  of  1794. 

I  am  perfectly  willing  to  leave  to  future  times  the  decision  of 
which  party  was  faithful  &  intelligent,  and  wh.  best  consulted  the 
true  interest  of  the  Country.  No  present  discussion  can  affect 
this  decision  ;  now  therefore  is  not  the  fit  time  to  do  more,  by 
way  of  explanation,  than  has  been  done.  Personally  I  am  as  un- 
concerned as  any  one  ;  for  I  have  nothing  to  hope  for,  or  to  fear  ; 
I  want  nothing  &  cannot  therefore  be  disappointed.  I  wd.  not 
hold  my  present  station  for  even  the  remnant  of  its  duration  un- 
less I  thought  that  the  pub.  welfare  wd.  be  promoted  by  my 
doing  so. 

Sensible  as  I  am  of  yr.  friendship,  and  the  partiality  that  you 
have  so  disinterestedly  manifested  in  my  behalf,  I  have  thought 
it  due  from  me  to  you  to  enter  thus  far  into  the  explanation  of  my 
views  and  wishes  :  from  our  known  connexions,  whatever  is  said 
in  yr.  Paper  affecting  me,  will  be  supposed  to  be  with  my  privity, 
and  so  considered,  may  show  a  temper  and  solicitude  a  little  dif- 
ferent from  what  I  actually  possess.  Hence  I  am  disposed  to  let 
the  speech  alone  believing  that  it  will  justify  itself  and  me. 

The  Advocate  &  the  Chronicle,  of  that  class,  and  other  names 
of  the  other  ,  may,  if  it  be  deemed  expedient,  discuss  and 

canvass  this  proceeding  as  they  like — I  repeat  it  that  I  shall  not 
reply,  and  have  no  wish  that  any  one  shd.  do  so  in  my  behalf. 

As  the  old  Party  no  longer  exists,  it  is  desirable  that  the  coun- 
try be  reunited  as  far  as  possible — not  for  the  sake  of  such  men 
as  I  am,  for  our  day  is  past ; — but  for  the  sake  of  the  Country, 
whose  destinies  are  daily  unfolding  themselves,  and  to  appreciate 
and  direct  them  correctly  and  wisely,  requires  all  the  talents  of 
the  Nation. 


Jn.  Barbour  to  R.  King. 

Barboursville,  July  30,  18 18. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  beg  leave  to   present  you   my   very  sincere  thanks  for  the 

friendly  regard  you  have  manifested  towards  me,  in  forwarding 

your  remarks  in  the  Senate  on  the  Act  concerning  navigation. 

I  cannot  for  a  moment  doubt  (judging  from  my  own  impressions) 

but  that  they  will  be  read,  with  great  interest  &  effect  on  both 
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sides  of  the  water.  I  most  sincerely  congratulate  you  on  the 
unanimity  with  which  this  measure  has  been  received  thro'  the 
nation.  I  have  not  heard,  in  my  quarter,  a  murmur  against  it. 
May  we  not  hail  this  unanimity  as  an  earnest  of  the  return  of  our 
first  loves  ;  and  constituting  an  epoch,  from  which  we  are  to  com- 
mence a  new  career  of  happiness  and  glory  ?  our  counsels  no 
longer  distracted  by  the  influence  of  foreign  politics,  our  people 
no  longer  divided  by  foreign  partialities  or  prejudices,  but  both 
united  in  the  only  legitimate  pursuit — the  welfare  of  our  beloved 
country,  would  constitute  a  sure  guarantee  to  the  realization  of  all 
the  hopes  which  the  friends  of  freedom  and  the  happiness  of  man 
have  indulged  in  regard  to  the  future  destinies  of  America. 

The  recent  attempts  of  G.  Britain  to  counteract  the  effects  of 
our  measure,  sufficiently  bespeak  its  wisdom.  It  is  most  palpable 
we  have  touched  a  tender  nerve.  The  course  adopted  by  G. 
Britain  is  unworthy  a  great  nation,  and  must  be  met  with  firmness  ; 
we  have  her  in  our  power,  and  interest  and  honor  demand,  at  our 
hands,  that  we  fulfill  our  promise  and  hold  out  to  the  end. 
Should  she  not  treat,  before  the  next  session,  on  equal  ground,  and 
any  other  than  that  should  be  scouted,  if  no  one  else  attempts  it, 
I  will  submit  a  proposition  going  the  length  of  declaring,  that  we 
shall  have  free  intercourse  v/ith  all  parts  of  the  British  empire,  or 
with  none  ;  and  leaving  it  with  her  to  decide,  whether  for  the 
benefit  of  an  exclusive  navigation  to  the  West  Indies,  she  is  con- 
tent to  be  excluded  from  every  port  in  America  ;  whether  she  is 
willing  to  see  the  commercial  cities  on  the  Continent  become  the 
depots  of  our  rich  products,  instead  of  the  monopoly  she  has 
heretofore  enjoyed  in  this  regard.  These  at  least  are  my  present 
impressions.  Should  you  have  a  leisure  moment,  I  should  be 
glad  to  learn  your  sentiments  upon  the  subject. 

I  beg  you  to  accept  a  tender  of  my  regards  &  respect, 

Jn.  Barbour. 

Charles  Bulfinch  to  R.  King. 

Washington,  Aug.  4,  18 18. 
Sir: 

In  conversing  with  Mr.  Waterston,  the  Librarian  of  Congress, 
he  informs  me  that  the  Library  Committee  requested  you  to  make 
such  purchases  and  importations  of  Books  before  the  next  Session, 
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as  you  should  think  i)ro])er  to  be  added  to  the  present  collection. 
As  this  Library  will  probably  be  for  many  years  the  most  import- 
ant collection  of  books  for  general  reference  in  the  Southern 
division  of  the  country,  it  is  of  consequence  to  make  it  as  com- 
plete as  the  appropriation  will  allow.  I  take  the  liberty  respect- 
fully to  mention  some  books  in  the  Science  which  I  profess  &  a 
few  others  of  more  general  nature,  and  if  they  meet  your 
approbation,  wish  they  may  be  added  to  the  National  library.* 
I  could  easily  extend  the  list,  but  fear  I  have  already  ex- 
ceeded what  will  be  allowed  to  subjects  of  this  nature. 

The  work  on  the  Capitol  has  proceeded  well  ;  with  some 
occasional  interruptions  ;  but  I  despair  of  having  the  principal 
rooms  ready  for  use  next  winter.  The  suite  of  rooms  in  the  2nd 
Story  will  be  ready  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Library  in  a 
few  weeks — and  the  books  may  be  removed  there  before  the 
commencement  of  the  Session,  if  you  think  proper  to  order  it  to  be 
done.  I  would  very  readily  give  all  my  aid  to  the  Librarian,  that 
you  might  find  this  arrangement  complete  at  your  next  visit. 
Very  respectfully  your  obedt.  Servant, 

Charles  Bulfinch. 

Endorsed:  "Architectural  Books."  "Ansd.  that  I  wd.  revise  the 
list  given  to  the  Bookseller  to  ascertain  if  any  funds  remain,  &:c. 
Offered  Plan  of  the  building  at  Edinburgh  for  Preservation  of 
pub.  Records." 

R.  King  to  Genl.  Smith. 

Jamaica,  L.  I,,  Sept.  3,  1S18. 
Sir: 

I  received  in  due  course  your  letter  of  the  5th  of  Aug.,  together 
with  a  letter  from  the  Secy.of  War,  f  and  according  to  the  directions 

*  The  list  of  books. 

f  J.  C.  Calhoun  to  R.  King. 

War  Dept.,  5th  Aug.,  1818. 

Sir: 

I  have  decided  to  purchase  the  Maps  and  Charts  which  you  have  offered  to 

the  Department  of  War. 

Genl.  Smith  will  communicate  to  you  the  arrangements  to  be  made  for  the 
payment  and  delivery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedt.  Servt. 

J.  C.  Calhoun. 
Answer  to  letter  of  R.  King,  Sept.  9,  1S16 — Ed. 


l8i8j  LIFE   AND    CORRESPONDENCE.  l6t 

which  ihey  contain  I  have  had  the  Charts,  and  Maps  and  the 
Case  in  which  they  have  been  placed,  carefully  packed  in  two 
large  packing  cases  .  .  and  sent  them  to  John  Bidel,  Brookline, 
conformably  to  the  desire  of  Mr.  Barron  A.  D.  Q.  M.  General. 

To  the  collection  I  have  added  a  Vol.  containing  plans  of  the 
Battles  during  the  Revoly.  War  ;  also  Des  Baizes'  Atlantic  Neptune, 
and  Alcedos  Geographical  Dictionary,  the  last  being  valuable  in 
the  examination  of  the  large  Sp.  Maps  of  Spanh.  America. 

I  have  also  taken  the  liberty  to  put  into  one  of  the  Map  Cases, 
a  folio  volume,  respecting  the  pub.  Records  of  G.  B.,  and  a  vol. 
containing  parallel  Drawings  or  plans  of  Ancient  &  Modern 
Buildings.  These  two  vols.  I  request  may  be  delivered  to  Mr. 
Bulfinch,  Architect  in  the  pub.  Service  at  Washington. 

Enclosed  I  send  Faden's  List  of  the  Charts  &  Maps,  as  well  as 
his  account  of  their  cost ;  articles  marked  with  a  x  being  dupli- 
cates, are  not  contained  in  the  collection  now  sent. 

I  also  enclose  a  note  of  the  price  of  these  Articles,  taken  as  you 
will  perceive  from  Faden's  account,  with  the  addition  of  the  cost 
of  the  packing  Cases,  and  cartage.  *  I  have  not  fixed  a  price  for 
the  Charts  of  Des  Baizes'  Atlantic  Neptune,  leaving  their  valuation 
to  you  ;  and  thinking  them  worth  200  dollars  or  45  ^s. 
I  am  respectfully,  Dear  Sir, 

yr.  obedt.  Servant. 

RuFus  King. 

*  Amounting  to  $1132,  exclusive  of  Des  Baizes'  Charts. 

VOL.    VI. — II 


chaptp:r  X. 

Hanson  to  King — Wants  a  Freeborn  Plough — Oliver  and  Pinkney — Randolph 
to  King — Wants  Plants  and  Trees  from  Prince's  Nursery — Jay  to  King — 
Mrs.  Hamilton  wishes  him  to  write  Life  of  General  Hamilton — Urges  him 
to  write  it — Gardiner  and  Others  to  King— Consecration  of  Bishop  Chase 
— Randolph  to  King — Complimentary — Instructions  to  Ministers  should 
not  be  narrow — King  to  Gore — Journey  to  Washington — Want  of  Money 
— Bank  of  the  United  States  has  not  done  its  Duty — Speculators  control  it 
— Monroe  to  King — Fortification  Works  at  New  York  should  belong  to  the 
U.  S. — Delaplaine  to  King — Portrait  in  Repository — King  to  Gore — In- 
vasion of  Florida  capable  of  Justification — King  on  England's  Position — 
Spain  and  Portugal — Spanish  Negotiation — Finley  to  King — Thanks  of 
Officers  of  Revolutionary  Army — King  to  J.  A.  King — Overissue  of  bank 
Notes  Cause  of  present  Embarrassment — King  :  Jackson  had  Right  and 
Power  for  his  Action  in  Florida — Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  had  identified 
themselves  with  the  Indians — Conferences  in  Europe  relative  to  Spanish 
Colonies'  Interest  in  the  U.  States — Spain  must  come  to  a  Conclusion  with 

us — King  to  Gore — English  Treaty — Bank  of  United  States — King  to 

— Will  not  seek  Re-election  to  Senate. 

A.  C.  Hanson  to  R.  King. 

Belmont,  Septr.  gth,  1818. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

A  Virginia  farmer  of  some  eminence  who  lately  visited  this 
neighbourhood  recommended,  in  the  inost  extravagant  terms  a 
plough  made  in  your  State,  called  the  Freeborn  plough,  I  believe 
after  the  name  of  the  maker.  He  said  they  had  lately  been  im- 
ported from  the  City  of  N.  York  into  Virginia  in  great  numbers, 
and  represented  the  work  done  by  them  as  surpassing  in  quantity 
and  quality  any  thing  that  had  been  before  witnessed  by  the 
farmers  in  this  quarter.  He  advised  me  by  all  means  to  obtain 
one,  and  succeeded  in  raising  in  my  mind  a  great  desire  to  see 
and  try  these  ploughs.     He  said  that  one  mould-board  would 
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wear  out  three  sets  of  irons,  which  were  always  sent  with  each 
plough  ;  the  price  for  the  whole,  I  think,  being  less  than  %zo. 
The  implements  of  agriculture  are  so  indifferent  in  this  quarter, 
that  I  have  generally  got  mine  from  a  great  distance,  sending  to 
Frederick  and  Lancaster  for  plows,  and  to  Salem  for  rakes,  hoes 
and  scythes.  Those  sent  me  by  Col.  Pickering  have  been  in  use 
two  years  and  are  still  good.  What  we  get  here  rarely  last  more 
than  a  season.  If  you  know  anything  of  the  Freeborn  plow  and 
can  without  much  trouble  have  one  shipped  for  me  to  the  care  of 
Mr.  Oliver,  I  shall  esteem  it  a  great  favor,  and  will  remit  the 
money  for  it  by  the  first  mail  after  its  arrival. 

I  fully  participate  in  the  indignation  excited  by  the  proceed- 
ings in  the  case  of  the  Neapolitan  Embassy.  The  name  of  Mr. 
O.  [liver]  brought  the  matter  to  my  recollection.  Goldsborough 
acted  in  that  affair,  I  am  sure,  from  the  purest  motives,  but  he 
could  not  have  foreseen  the  very  serious  injury  he  would  do  his 
character  by  giving  up  his  own  opinion,  to  embrace  the  views  of 
Mr.  O.  which  a  little  enquiry  would  have  informed  him  were 
altogether  selfish  and  sordid.  He  had  bought  up  for  a  mere  trifle 
millions  of  claims  upon  Murat's  Govt.,  and  for  a  fat  fee  Pinkney 
vouchsafed  the  success  of  the  reclamation  by  this  govt.*  O.  has 
had  many  severe  hits  on  this  subject,  and  is  no  doubt  very  sore 
and  heartily  sick  of  the  business.  He  will  do  anything  for  money 
and  has  become  the  veriest  Jew  and  Shylock  on  our  exchange. 
Having  abandoned  commerce  and  turned  Broker  and  Shaver,  his 
income  in  this  way,  owing  to  the  great  distress  which  the  opera- 
tions of  the  New  Bank  has  occasioned  all  classes,  has  become 
enormous.  His  gains  are  never  short  of  20  prcent,  and  often 
exceed  it,  and  $500,000,  employed  in  this  way,  yield  him  more 
than  he  knows  what  to  do  with.  He  is  far  from  being  the  man 
he  has  long  passed  for  at  home  and  abroad,  so  that  you  will  not 
be  much  the  loser  by  his  withholding  the  visits  he  used  to  pay  you 

*  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams,  in  his  Memoirs^  vol.  iv.,  p.  347,  says,  April  20,  1819  : 
"  I  had  been  told  that  Mr.  Pinkney,  upon  his  last  mission  to  Naples,  was  to 
have  received  compensation  from  the  merchants  whose  claims  he  was  sent 
to  assert  and  negotiate  for,  a  percentage  upon  the  whole  amount  that  he  might 
have  obtained.  So  I  had  heard  at  the  time  of  the  mission.  I  had  then  thought 
and  still  think  it  improper." 

See  also,  in  continuation,  his  accounts  of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Pinkney 
to  that  mission. — Ed. 


164  RUFUS  KING.  [1818 

on  your  route  homewards.  I  am  not  certain  that  he  has  not 
prejudiced  several  good  friends  against  you,  for  he  has  become  a 
mere  tool  of  Pinkney,  who  thinks  Mr.  King  "an  old  woman  out 
of  fashion."  Pinkney 's  family  has  been  living  with  him  and  is  to 
occupy  the  fine  house  ne.xt  door,  built  for  his  son-in-law  Colt, 
who  has  never  been  considered  a  gentleman  since  he  came  from 
N.  York  to  live  amongst  us. 

My  health  has  been  worse  than  usual  the  past  year  and  I  have 
little  hope  of  being  with  you  next  winter.  The  Doctors  advise 
me  to  spend  the  winter  in  New  Orleans.  Our  most  affectionate 
regards  to  Mrs.  King  and 

believe  me  Most  Sincerely  &  faithfully  yrs. 

A.  C.  Hanson. 


J.  Randolph  to  R.  King. 

Roanoke,  Sept.  26,  1818. 
Dear  Sir  : 

My  letters,  altho'  they  have  been  neither  prolix  nor  numerous, 
may  perhaps  remind  you  of  the  parody,*  humourously  ascribed  to 
Lord  Mount  Morris,  in  the  once  famous  probationary  Ode  of  the 
Rolliad.  Our  intercourse  has  been  indeed  on  terms  of  "  Hi- 
bernian reciprocity."  A  favour  is  asked  and  not  only  graciously 
accorded,  but  enhanced  by  the  very  valuable  information,  which 
it  is  kindly,  as  well  as  obligingly,  made  the  occasion  of  communi- 
cating to  one  no  longer  in  the  world,  or  connected  with  affairs,  or 
with  public  men,  (even  by  relations  of  hostility).  But  you,  my 
dear  Sir,  have  too  long  &  deep  experience  of  man  &  his  nature, 
not  to  know  that  this  is  the  very  way  in  which  a  '''' pauvre  hoiUeux  " 
may  be  converted  into  a  sturdy  beggar.  To  release  you  however 
from  my  importunity,  let  me  cut  short  my  tale.  You  have  in  your 
neighbourhood  two  nursery-men  of  the  name  of  Prince — Benjamin 
&  William,  I  think.  Now,  at  this  distance  it  is  very  difificult  to 
know  the  real  Simon  Pure.  May  I  ask  the  favor  of  you  to  order 
for  me  about  100  or  200  dollars  of  his  (the  true  Prince)  best 
fruit?  say  50  apple  trees  (eating  applesf),  50  peach  trees,  white 
Heath,  a  favorite  ;  25  Pears,  Vergolese,  Bon  Chretien  &  Bergamot; 
25  Plums,  Magnum  Bonum  &c  ;  50  cherry  trees  (May  Dukes  & 

*  Milton's  U Allegro.  \  Chiefly  Newtown  Pippins. 
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Carnations);  12  Nectarines,  12  Apricots.  I  also  want  some  of 
his  rare pinus  tribes  ;  among  these  I  do  not  reckon  Pinus  Strobus 
or  Weymouth  pine,  which  abounds  in  our  mountains  ;  but  the 
Larch,  silver  fir,  &  Scotch  fir  ;  the  two  first  especially. 

If  my  order  be  too  large  for  my  money,  let  the  curtailment  fall 
on  the  Peach  &  Apple  trees. 

With  the  most  entire  respect  yr.  obed.  Servt. 

John  Randolph  of  Roanoke. 


John  Jay  to  R.  King. 

Bedford,  Westchester  County, 
State  of  New  York,  8th  Oct.,  1818, 
Dear  Sir  : 

On  Friday  last,  Mrs.  Hamilton  favored  us  with  a  visit.  Speak- 
ing of  Doctr.  Mason,  she  observed  that  the  state  of  his  health  not 
permitting  him  to  write  the  Life  of  General  Hamilton,  she  had 
reed,  from  him  the  papers  which  had  been  put  into  his  hands  for 
the  purpose. 

She  expressed  the  desire  to  have  the  Life  written,  and  remarked 
in  substance,  that  she  knew  of  no  Person,  who  was  both  so  well 
circumstanced  and  qualified  for  it,  as  yourself.  I  concurred  in 
this  opinion,  and  at  her  request  promised  to  write  to  you  on  the 
subject.  I  should  have  done  it  by  the  mail  of  this  week,  but  was 
prevented  by  company. 

On  the  proposed  work,  viewed  in  any  point  of  light,  I  can 
make  no  observation,  that  would  be  new  to  you.  I  will  therefore 
only  suggest,  that  your  long  and  familiar  acquaintance  and  inter- 
course with  the  General,  and  your  comprehensive  and  accurate 
knowledge  of  public  affairs,  and  particularly  of  those  in  which  he 
was  engaged,  afford  facilities  for  it,  which  you  only  possess  in  so 
high  a  Degree. 

Permit  me  to  add  ;  that  the  work,  being  biographical,  would 
derive  no  inconsiderable  advantage  from  the  character   of    the 
author.     I  am  persuaded  that  Mrs.  Hamilton  would  consider  her- 
self greatly  obliged  by  your  undertaking  it.     .     .     . 
With  great  Respect  and  Regard  I  am, 

Dear  Sir,  your  faithful  and  obt.  Servt. 

John  Jay, 


l66  RUFUS  KING.  [1818 

B.   Gardiner  and  Chester  Griswold,  etc.,  to  R.  K. 

WORTHINGTON,  Oct.   Ig,   1818. 

Sir  : 

Unable  by  reason  of  much  business  to  accompany  our  Bishop 
Elect,  tlie  Rev.  Philander  Chase,  on  his  long  journey  to  the  East- 
ward for  Consecration  and  yet  wishing  that  nothing  may  be  omitted 
to  give  him  honorable  attention,  we  beg  leave,  in  the  absence  of 
our  Revd.  Associates  in  the  Standing  Committee  of  the  Diocese  of 
Ohio,  to  commend  him  to  you  ;  and  to  solicit  your  able  and 
polite  exertions  duly  to  accomplish  the  great  errand  on  which  he 
leaves  us.  Few  men  could  be  more  respected  than  he  is  among 
us  ;  and  when  you  are  told  that  he  was  elected  by  a  unanimous 
vote  of  our  Convention,  you  will  not  only  excuse  but  applaud  our 
anxiety  that  all  things  may  be  done  to  accomplish  our  prayers  for 
his  prosperity  in  the  good  work  of  building  up  the  Church  in 
this  Western  Country.  We  are  apprised  of  the  opposition  exist- 
ing in  New  Jersey  against  his  being  consecrated  ;  but  we  confi- 
dently believe  there  is  no  just  cause  therefor.  Wherever  he  has 
been  known  the  best,  thence  have  his  testimonials,  both  canonical 
&  private,  been  transmitted  to  us  ;  till  the  number  required  by 
the  Canon  is  complete.  These  he  carries  with  him  and  we  wish 
his  Consecration  to  take  place  in  New  York,  where  all  know  him 
&  where  the  Standing  Committee  were  so  affectionately  and 
unanimously  in  his  favour,  as  by  the  papers  to  be  laid  before  the 
Right  Rev.  the  Bishops  will  appear. 

We  write  also  a  similar  letter  to  the  Revd.  Doctor  Harris,  Prest. 
of  Columbia  College.  Will  you  have  the  goodness,  Sir,  to  confer 
with  him  on  the  subject,  that  nothing  may  be  wanted  to  accom- 
plish the  ardent  wish  of  our  Diocese  in  having  the  Consecration 
of  our  Bishop  Elect  take  place  without  delay  and  with  honor  to 
him  &  this  Diocese.  Pray  therefore  to  condescend  to  be  one  of 
our  Agents  in  this  important  affair,  and  afford  your  counsel  and 
kind  endeavours  accordingly.  Our  prayers  and  those  of  our 
whole  Diocese  are  much  engaged  and  constantly  offered  up  to  the 
Throne  of  Grace  to  bless  this  work  so  evidently  for  the  good  of 
the  Church  in  the  West.  Tho'  we  are  personally  unknown  to  you, 
yet  your  honorable  character,  your  zeal  for  the  Church,  and  the 
importance  of  our  cause,  afford  a  sufificient  apology  for  our  thus 
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addressing  you.     With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect  we  have 

the  honor  to  be,  Sir,  your  most  obdt.  humb.  Servts. 

B.  Gardiner,  )  Me7)ibers  of  the  Standing  Coni- 

Chester  Griswold,  f      mittee  of  the  Diocese  of  Ohio. 


Jno.  Randolph  to  R.  King. 

Roanoke,  Nov.  5,  i3i8. 
My   dearSir  : 

On  my  return  home  a  few  days  ago  from  the  falls  of  the  Roa- 
noke, I  was  most  agreeably  saluted  by  your  letter  of  the  20th  of 
October,  which  arrived  a  few  minutes  before  me.  The  desire  to 
thank  you  for  it — to  express  somewhat  of  my  sense  of  your  kind- 
ness (I  can  find  no  other  word),  &  to  keep  myself  alive  in  the 
memory  of  one,  who  has  distinguished  me  by  attentions  that  I  can 
never  forget,  dictate  this  reply  ;  for  I  can  readily  conceive,  having 
in  such  matters  "  some  shallow  spirit  of  judgement,"  that  im- 
mersed as  you  are  in  affairs,  you  could  most  readily  dispense  with 
letters  of  compliment,  written  sometimes  out  of  mere  idleness,  but 
oftener  from  sheer  vanity  ;  as  silly  people  pester  great  folks  with 
Cards,  taking  care  to  make  a  prompt  display  of  such  as  they  may 
receive  from  the  aforesaid  greatfolks,  &  with  equal  care  keeping 
out  of  sight  the  names  of  humbler  visitors.  But  indeed  I  do  my- 
self injustice  to  term  mine  letters  of  compliment.  They  are  some- 
thing better  in  design,  altho'  they  may  be  worse  in  the  execution. 

I  have  oft  times  thought  it  a  weakness  in  Government  to  restrain 
their  envoys  &c,  within  such  narrow  limits  as  their  instructions  com- 
monly afford.  Sure  I  am,  that  in  private  life  this  mode  of  manage- 
ment will  not  do.  If  they  would  be  more  particular  in  selecting  the 
agent,  and  less  so  in  drawing  the  instruction,  I  am  inclined  to  think 
matters  would  go  on  better.  This  jealousy  must  arise  from  a  fear 
that  the  foreign  court  will  gain  over  the  Minister,  or  from  that 
ridiculous  passion  "  for  too  much  regulation,"  against  which  a 
certain  acquaintance  of  ours  declaims  in  his  writings,  whilst  his 
practice  affords  only  examples  to  the  contrary.  It  is  the  mis- 
fortune of  this  "illustrious  man,"  that  his  public  conduct  should 
invariably  *  run  counter  to  his  avowed  principles.     This  itch  for 

*  Manufactures,  Navies,  Embargo,  War  &c. 
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regulating  everything,  this  passion  for  details  is  one  of  those  weak- 
nesses from  which  great  minds  are  not  always  exempt,  &  in  which 
litile  ones  can  always  imitate  them.  The  great  Frederic  was  not 
eniirely  free  from  this  infirmity,  &  I  have  been  sometimes  led  to 
think  that  when  Paul  of  Russia  was  regulating  knee-buckles  &  shoe- 
tics,  &  Mr.  Jefferson  every  detail  of  the  streets  &  public  buildings  at 
"Washington  from  the  ornaments  of  the  Senate  chamber*  to  the 
cells  in  the  county  jail,  each  flattered  himself  that  he  was  walking 
in  the  footsteps  of  Frederic,  because  that  wise  man  chose  occasion- 
ally to  play  the  fool.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  various  administra- 
tions of  the  British  Government  fell  into  the  errors  of  supposing 
that  narrow  instructions  would  cure  the  defect  of  narrow  under- 
standings, when  they  sent  us  such  men  as  Merry,  &  Erskine  & 
Foster,  who  altho'  a  good  fellow  was  no  Solomon,  you  know,  and 
they  have  seen  &  we  have  felt  some  of  the  effects  of  it. 

After  this  Tirade  on  the  subject  of  instructions  give  me  leave  to 
say  that  I  should  not  have  presumed  to  fetter  Mr.  King  with  any  ; 
neither  did  I  intend  it,  for  I  thought  the  Princes,  whose  rival  ad- 
vertisements have  stared  me  in  the  face  this  twelve  month,  were 
your  only  nursery-men  &c.  .  .  .  It  gives  me  great  satisfaction 
to  hear  that  Mrs.  King's  health  will  enable  her  to  accompany  you 
to  Washington  ;  where,  after  all,  I  suspect,  is  the  best  winter 
society  on  this  continent.  I  wish  you  both  a  pleasant  season  & 
should  be  well  pleased  to  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  joining  some  of 
your  parties  this  winter ;  but  I  have  been  gadding  abroad  all 
Autumn  &  must  look,  or  pretend  to  look,  a  little  at  affairs  at 
home. 

On  ray  excursion  to  the  falls  of  Roanoke,  I  fell  in  with  Macon, 
whom  you  will  shortly  see.  His  conversation  put  me  in  mind  of 
public  measures  which  had  long  since  gone  out  of  my  mind  ;  but 
I  did  not  pick  up  enough  from  him  to  enable  me  to  add  a  line 
upon  their  subject ;  under  such  circumstances,  I  am  not  without 
hope  of  obtaining  a  draught  from  the  fountain  Head.     .     . 

Your  faithful  humble  Servt 

John  Randolph  of  Roanoke. 

*  Corn-Stalk  Columns  &  Corn-Cob  Capitals. 
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R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Trenton,  Nov.  6,  1818. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

Here  we  are  at  Thompson's,  formerly  Herbert's  ;  came  in,  the' 

at  an  early  hour,  not  soon  enough  to  secure  a  choice  of  beds  ; 

so  (such  are  the  miseries  of  life,  as  sensibility  calls  it)  we  are 

thrown  into  a  back  room,  with  not  the  best  bed  in  the  house. 

We  have  got  a  fire  at  last  in  the  bed-room — the  wood  laid  on 

bricks  ;  but  we  are  promised  a  pair  of  andirons — some  talk  of 

another  bed  or  a  cot — doubtful  whether  either  can  be  had.     Mrs, 

K.  a  good  deal  fatigued,  for  altho'  we  have  no  mire,  such  is  the 

draught  that  every  stone  in  the  swamp  is  touched  by  the  wheels, 

and  the  passage  is  rough  and  very  fatiguing.     To  increase  our 

solicitude,  one  of  my  horses  is  taken  sick  ;  I  have  just  been  to 

look  at  him,  find  him  very  restless,  and  the  coachman  thinks  him 

very  bad — so  much  for  this  eveg.  I  will  resume  the  pen  in  the 

morning. 

Philadelphia,  Sunday  8  Nov.,  1818. 

Our  night  at  Trenton  was  better  than  we  had  anticipated.  We 
obtained  an  additional  bed,  put  curtains  or  blankets  up  at  our 
windows,  and  with  the  aid  of  a  good  fire,  which  lasted  well,  we 
passed  a  comfortable  night.  It  commenced  raining  at  abt.  8. 
o'clock  and  continued  thro'  the  night.  Our  horse  was  restored 
by  a  pint  of  gin,  and  the  morning  being  cool  and  clear,  tho'  the 
ground  was  drenched,  and  the  roads  quite  muddy  by  the  rain, 
we  resumed  our  journey  and  arrived  here  yesterday  afternoon. 
.  .  .  We  have  concluded  to  stay  where  we  are  at  Renshaw's 
until  tomorrow. 

I  have  not  been  abroad,  nor  seen  any  of  the  good  Citizens, 
except  Majr.  Jackson  who  has  passed  an  hour  with  me,  to  initiate 
me  in  the  business  (that  of  the  claim  of  the  surviving  revolution- 
ary officers)  which  he  is  charged  with  the  management  of  at  W. 
this  winter.  The  papers  inform  us  of  the  loss  of  the  Exchange 
Coffee  house  by  fire,  and  that  Mr.  Clay  lost  a  part  of  his  baggage. 
The  fire  is  said  to  have  commenced  in  the  billiard  room — it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  Speaker  had  not  been  among  the  negligent 
players. 

I  see  Duane's  paper  here,  who  is  open-mouthed  agt.  the  Bank 
U.  S.,  the  President  and  his  Ministers.     The  strife  for  the  direc- 
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tion  of  the  good  people  of  Pennsylvania,  so  far  as  this  is  to  be 
effected  by  the  Press,  lies  between  the  two  Colonels  Binns  and 
Duane,  one  of  whom  has  been  the  tenant  of  a  score  of  Engh. 
gaols,  and  the  other  scourged  out  of  Br.  India. 

A  very  great  jiressure  exists  both  here  and  at  New  York, 
doubtless  also  at  Baltimore,  for  money  ;  and  as  usual  Jupiter  is 
invoked  for  succour.  I,  however  think  that  Congress  will  look 
on,  will  not  be  misled,  in  any  event  will  not  be  prevailed  on  to 
attempt,  by  a  Paper  emission,  to  correct  the  mischief  of  an  excess 
of  paper.  The  Bank  U.  S.  has  not  done  its  duty  ;  it  was  impos- 
sible it  shd.  do  it,  so  long  as  it  was  controled  by  mere  selfish 
speculators  I  conceive  the  fact  to  have  been,  that  altho'  a 
minor  portion  of  the  Capital  of  the  Bank  only  has  been  in  the 
hands  of  speculators,  who  have  borrowed  of  the  Bank,  on  the 
credit  of  their  stock,  the  money  to  pay  for  their  shares,  yet  those 
shares  have  been  so  distributed  as  to  give  to  tlieir  proprietors  a 
majority  of  the  Votes,  whereby  they  have  been  enabled  to  man- 
age the  Bank,  not  with  prudence  and  according  to  the  pub. 
welfare,  but  by  immoderate  issues  of  paper  and  loans,  for  the 
purpose  of  swelling  their  dividends  and  raising  the  stock.  This 
excess  of  paper  returns  on  the  Bank,  and  occasions  the  return  of 
a  like  surplus  of  State  Bank  paper  on  the  State  Bks.  This  de- 
mand for  specie  creates  alarm  and  the  curtailment  of  Bk.  Discts. 
creates  embarrassment  and  pressure  for  money  among  Bk. 
Debtors. 

In  its  nature  this  distress  is  temporary,  and  will  be  chiefly  felt 
by  those  who  have  borrowed  more  than,  having  reference  to  their 
ability,  they  should  have  done.  One  effect  is  the  cheapness  of 
all  articles,  by  the  sale  of  wh.  money  can  be  raised — a  state  of 
things  that  always  exists,  when  from  any  cause  money  is  scarce. 
So  far  as  regards  men  in  useful  and  honest  business,  one  regrets 
the  sacrifices,  or  the  loss  that  this  condition  of  the  circulating 
medium  obliges  them  to  make.  In  regard  to  the  Speculators  in 
Stocks,  they  have  no  claim  to  the  public  sympathy.  No  general 
or  public  interest  was  a  motive  with  these  Persons  to  speculate 
in  the  Funds,  or  Bk.  Stock  ;  it  was  not  only  purely  selfish  mo- 
tives, but  self,  as  it  might  or  might  not  be  at  the  expense  of  the 
public,  that  induced  them  to  embark  in  this  speculation. 

The  public  therefore  feel  little  interest  in  their  disappointments 
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but  actually  have  an  interest  in  their  being  compelled  to  pay  up 
their  debts  to  the  Bk,  wh.  they  can  only  do  by  selling  their  Bk. 
stock.  If  four  millions  of  the  Bank  Capital  is  in  the  hands  of 
these  speculators,  the  bank  to  that  extent  is  crippled  in  its 
Capital  ;  and  its  payment  wd.  remove  this  disability,  and  what 
would  be  far  more  important,  as  the  stock  wd.  pass  into  the 
hands  of  those  who  wd.  purchase  it  on  acct.  of  the  annuity,  the 
Direction  of  the  bank  wd.  of  course  fall  into  the  hands  of  men, 
whose  best  interest  wd.  be  promoted  by  the  most  prudent  admin- 
istration of  the  Bk.  This  result  wd.  contribute  to  a  more  stable 
condition  of  the  money  Concerns  of  the  Country.  Difficulties 
will  be  experienced  from  the  improvident  administration  of  the 
numerous  State  Bks.  ;  but  if  the  Bk.  of  the  U.  S.  be  prudently 
managed,  and  the  right  of  converting  Bank  Notes  into  coin  be 
maintained,  all  will  go  right.  Men  without  capital  will  be  com- 
pelled to  move  into  a  narrower  sphere.  There  will  be  a  strong 
effort  to  employ  some  nostrum  to  correct  or  cure  our  present 
disorder.  I  hope  that  Congress  will  stand  firm,  in  which  case 
the  remedy  will  have  its  true  effect,  and,  altho'  some  will  suffer, 
the  credit  and  prosperity  of  the  Country  will  be  preserved  & 
protected. 

Money  is  scarce,  say  the  multitude,  therefore  create  a  substi- 
tute ;  as  well  might  it  be  said,  bread  is  scarce,  therefore  furnish 
a  substitute.  Money  like  wheat  is  a  merchandize,  and  as  such, 
its  exchangeable  value  varies  ;  and  this  proceeds  from  a  Law  as 
immutable  as  the  Law  of  Fate.  If  money  becomes  scarce  and 
dear,  it  will  come  to  us  instead  of  going  from  us,  in  like  manner 
as  any  other  article  in  similar  circumstances  wd.  come.  But 
enough.     ...  R.  K. 


James  Monroe  to  R.  King. 

Washington,  Nov.  7th,  1818. 
Dear  Friend  : 

The  board  of  Commissrs.  were  instructed  to  report  their  opin- 
ion relative  to  the  fortifications,  at  the  Narrows  at  N.  York,  which 
it  was  wished  to  possess  before  any  definitive  measures  could  be 
taken,  or  proposition  made  to  the  State,  respecting  the  transfer  of 
them  to  the  U.  States.     Their  report  has  been  expected  sometime. 
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but  will  not  I  presume  be  made  in  time  for  me  to  answer  your 
letter  on  the  subject  before  you  set  out,  as  they  are  now  on  the 
Chesapeake.  I  can  therefore  assure  you  at  this  time  only,  that 
the  best  disposition  exists,  if  approv'd  by  professional  men,  of 
wliich  no  doubt  is  entertained,  to  take  those  works  of  the  State, 
on  the  sound  i)rinciple  suggested  by  you,  that  all  the  great  points 
of  defense  should  be  in  the  hands  of  the  Union,  &  to  do  it  on  fair 
&  just  terms.  I  communicate  this  for  your  information,  on  the 
presumption,  that  it  may  be  agreeable  to  you  to  possess  it,  before 
you  leave  home.  By  the  time  you  reach  this,  the  Commissrs.  will 
have  completed  their  business  below  &  returned  to  the  City, 
when  we  will  confer  further  on  the  Subject. 

With  great  respect  &  Esteem,  I  am.  Dear  Sir,  sincerely  yrs 

James  Monroe. 

The  Macedonian,  with  whose  destination  you  were  acquainted, 
was,  unfortunately,  much  in  peril,  in  a  storm  &  compelled  to 
return  to  Norfolk,  to  be  refitted.  The  repairs  are  almost  finished, 
so  that  she  will  sail  again  in  a  short  time  for  the  Pacific. 


Joseph  Delaplaine  to  R.  King. 

Philad.,  Nov.  15,  1818. 
Dear  Sir: 

Last  winter  you  were  kind  enough  to  promise  me  your  portrait 
for  my  National  Gallery,  which  I  flatter  myself  does  much  credit 
to  our  Country. 

I  have  paid  for  your  portrait  by  Wood,  in  small  size,  water 
colours,  your  engraving  and  printing  your  life,  which  is  contained 
in  the  Repository  &c.  &C.,  eleven  hundred  Dollars.  With  your 
biography  I  took  much  pains  &  I  hope  it  gives  you  satisfaction.* 

.     .     .       With  highest  respect  your  obed.  humb.  Servt. 

Joseph  Delaplaine. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Washington,  Nov.  18,  1818. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.     .     .     I  yesterday  sent  you  the  President's  Message.     I  have 
not  read  it  since  hearing  it  read.     The  prolonging  of  the  Eng. 
*  See  Coleman's  letter  to  King,  Feb.  5,  181 7,  and  King's  answer. 
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Coml.  Convention  for  a  term  of  8  years,  will  probably  be  all  on 
the  subject  wh.  Eng.  will  do.  The  enormous  amt.  of  the  military 
and  revolutionary  Pensions  does  not  disappoint  me,  tho'  it  sur- 
prizes others.  I  dislike  the  project  ;  was  willing  to  have  given 
half  pay  to  the  surviving  officers  of  the  revolutionary  army, 
amounting  perhaps  to  200,  and  whose  half-pay  would  not  have 
exceeded  50,000  Dollars.  This  was  said  to  be  unjust  and  partial, 
and  aristocratic  ;  and  indeed  was  so  little  relished  that  I  was 
almost  alone,  and  therefore  abandoned  the  project. 

The  portion  of  the  Message  that  treats  of  Pensacola,  Jackson's 
campaign  &c,  may  give  satisfaction  ;  but  I  do  not  think  that  its 
justification,  if  made  out,  is  placed  on  the  correct  ground.  My 
views  are  somewhat  different  and  I  think  the  invasion  of  Florida, 
&c,  is  capable,  on  a  state  of  facts  belived  to  be  true,  of  entire 
justification,  and  moreover  that  Pensacola  might,  in  such  case, 
have  been  provisionally  retained. 

Faithfully  &  affectionately  yr.  friend 

R.  K. 


(In  R.  King's  handivriting.) 
Information  of  England,  Nov.  25,  1818. 

Whether  Eng.  will  consent  to  put  our  trade  in  India  on  the 
footing  of  Nations  owning  settlements  in  Ind.,  doubtful.  A  fr. 
vessel  may  proceed  from  Calcutta  or  Bombay  to  ye.  fr.  settle- 
ment &  thence  to  China.  If  the  U.  S.  vessels  could  do  the  same, 
the  freight  would  greatly  increase  the  capital  invested  in  China. 

Eng.  agreed  to  treat  on  all  points  before  Gallatin  was  called 
from  Paris.  At  first  the  Act.  of  Impressment  was  peremptorily 
rejected.  After  some  time  Lord  Castlereagh  intimated  that  tak- 
ing the  Law  of  1813,  excluding  Br.  Subs,  from  our  navigation  as 
a  basis,  they  might  consent  to  an  Article  not  to  impress  from 
Amer.  vessels  on  two  conditions  :  ist  that  either  party  on  6  mos. 
notice,  like  the  arrangement  concerning  armaments  on  the  Lakes, 
shd.  be  at  liberty  to  discontinue  the  article  ;  2d  that  Amer.  ships 
being  visited,  the  visiting  offr.  shd.  have  authority  to  muster  the 
crew,  and  in  case  he  found  a  Br.  seaman,  shd.  be  at  liberty  to 
make  proces  verbal  thereof.    Both  these  conditions  were  rejected  ; 
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and  immediately  before  Castlereagh  left  for  Aix-la-Chapelle,  he 
informed  Rush  that  the  Cabinet  receded  as  to  the  2nd  Condn,  It 
is  not  improbable  that  an  Act  on  the  basis  of  the  Law  of  1813 
will  be  agreed  on,  limited  to  three  or  4  years. 

Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  enacting  the  law  of  1815  (question. 
able  as  a  measure  of  policy,  as  well  as  respects  the  Constitution, 
inasmuch  as  it  rejects  the  services  of,  and  excludes  British  sea- 
men alone  from  employment  in  the  U.  S.,  and  forbids  Amer. 
Citizens  to  enter  into  the  Brit,  service),  a  late  Instruction  has 
been  given  to  make  the  Regulation  a  distinct  article  and  inde- 
pendt.  of  the  Coml.  Treaty  ;  so  that  one  may  be  approved  and 
the  other  disapproved,  if  in  deliberation  it  shall  be  deemed 
expedient.* 

Eng.  interfered  to  prevent  the  Dutch  from  agreeing  to  allow 
us  to  trade  from  yr.  possessions  in  the  E.  Ind.  except  directly. 
Also  to  dissuade  Spain  from  ceding  the  Floridas  ;— has  apolo- 
gized for  not  following  up  the  promised  Communications  re- 
specting her  mediation  between  Spain  &  her  Colonies,  and  has 
recently  confidentially  fully  explained  herself  on  this  head.  The 
letter  we  have  never  seen  from  the  Span.  Court  to  the  allied  Sov- 
ereigns, disclosed  the  Eng.  Basis.     Pardon  for  the  past Equal 

capacity  in  So.  Amer.  for  pub.  office,  commerce  between  So. 
Amer.,  and  for.  Powers,  under  regulations  securing  a  preference 
to  Spain,  &c.  Eng.  also  makes  it  a  point  that  the  allies  shall  not 
use  force  to  upset  the  claims  of  Spain,  &c. 

Prussia  averse  to  mediate  unless  the  two  Amer.  Powers  of 
U.  S.  &  Brazil  are  parties — France  vague  and  ambiguous — Russia 
in  favour  of  the  employment  of  the  moral  force  of  the  Allies  in 
favour  of  Spain,  &c.,  as  well  in  respect  to  the  reestablishment  of 
the  Sp.  domin.  over  her  provinces  in  So.  America,  as  touching 
the  restoration  by  Portugal — Portugal  ready  to  give  up  M.  V. 
when  Spain  appears  with  a  force  to  receive  and  defend  it,  to  pay 
the  expences  of  Portugal  in  keeping  it  &  guarantying  the  Portu- 
guese Secretary  agt.  the  Patriots.  Spain  consents  to  this  propo- 
sition, but  requires  that  for  security  of  the  Portuguese  &  Span. 

*Maury's  returns  of  Amer.  &  Eng.  vessels  employed  in  ye.  Amer.  trade,  shew 
the  effect  of  our  Nav.  Law.  The  Eng.  Shps.  direct  for  the  U.  S.  being  much 
diminished,  the  circuitous  trade  being  cut  off,  few  Eng.  vessels  will  be  em- 
ployed.    Amer.  Shps.  preferred  in  Liverpool,  also  in  America. 
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authority,  Portugal  or  the  Brasils,  shd.  make  common  cause 
with  Spain  hereafter  agt.  the  Patriots.  This  Russia  approves, 
and  Eng.  most  explicitly  disapproves,  declaring  that  in  such 
event,  she  shall  withdraw  from  all  mediation.  So  that  this  is  the 
case  between  Spain  &  Portugal  at  Aix  la  Chapelle. 

The  agents  of  New  Grenada  &  of  Buenos  Ayres  both  delivered 
to  Lord  Castlereagh  protest  agt.  the  Eng.  Mediation  ;  the  former 
stating  the  impossibility  of  returning  under  the  dominion  of  Spain 
after  the  massacres  &  cruelties  committed  by  Spain,  the  other 
refusing  to  do  so  on  the  solid  ground,  that,  as  Sp.  was  unable 
to  protect  them,  they  wd.  not  submit  to,  and  ought  not  to  be 
required  to  obey  her. 

Of  Spanish  Negotiation — Onis  now  refers  the  offer  to  cede 
Florida,  we  taking  on  ourselves  to  compensate  the  claims  for 
spoliations  &c.,  and  to  take  the  Sabine  to  its  source,  and  thence 
due  North  to  the  Missouri,  and  up  the  same  to  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains as  the  boundary  of  Louisiana.  We  accede  respecting 
Florida — also  the  Sabine  to  its  source,  and  thence  noh.  to  the 
Red  River  &  up  the  same  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  thence  north 
to  41°,  and  on  that  parallel  to  the  Pacific,  including  the  whole 
Valley  of  the  Columbia.  Onis  disagrees,  we  insist ;  Onis  varies 
his  proposition,  and  offers  to  admit  an  oblique  line  from  the  head 
of  the  Sabine  to  the  Missouri, — say  a  line  running  N.W.  This  is 
the  present  state  of  the  negotiation,  Nov.  25,  1818.  It  is  probable 
that  it  will  stop  here  for  another  year.  Spain  appears  to  act  on 
this  policy,  that  so  long  as  the  U.  S.  are  in  hopes  of  gaining 
Florida  &  its  western  boundary,  they  will  forbear  to  recognize 
Buenos  Ayres — that  if  these  objects  are  obtained  they  shall  forth- 
with see  an  Amer.  Minister  at  Buenos  Ayres, 

N.B. — She  has  demanded  the  punishment  anew — We  in  return, 
have  demanded  the  punishment  of  the  Govr.  of  Pensacola,  and 
Commander  of  St.  Marks,  sustaining  our  demand  by  a  body  of 
documents  proving  their  delinquency. 

u     Though  a  little  out  of   date,   the    follovv^ing  will   be  of 
interest  here. 

A  cabinet  discussion,  at  the  close  of  October,  1818,  upon 
the  renevi^al  of  the  commercial  convention  with  Great  Britain, 
which  would  expire  in  the  following  July,  and  especially  in 


176  RUFUS  KING.  [18 1 8 


regard  to  a  stipulation  relative  to  impressment,  suggested  by- 
Lord  Castlereagh,  is  fully  reported  by  Mr.  J,  Quincy  Adams, 
in  his  Memoirs,  vol.  iv.,  page  146  et  seq. ;  and  on  page  150 
he  enforces  his  own  opinions  by  saying: 

"  I  had  found,  upon  conversation  with  Mr.  King,  when  I  passed 
through  New  York,  that  he  was  averse  to  the  renewal  of  the  Con- 
vention in  its  present  form,  and  his  influence  in  the  Senate  was  so 
considerable,  and  his  knowledge  on  commercial  subjects  so  exten- 
sive, that  I  thought  his  opposition  alone  would  operate  strongly 
against  the  ratification.  The  stipulation  to  exclude  all  British 
seamen  from  our  ships,  which  would  have  an  immediate  and  cer- 
tain injurious  effect  upon  our  commerce  for  the  distant,  possible 
but  very  uncertain  boon  of  exemption  from  impressment  in  the 
next  maritime  war  in  which  Great  Britain  shall  be  engaged  and 
we  neutral,  will  be  so  far  from  satisfying  our  people,  that  the 
general  impression  will  be  that  we  have  been  overreached  in 
negotiation  and  probably  the  ratification  in  the  Senate  will  fail." 


James  E.  B.  Finley  to  R.  King. 

Charleston,  So.  Ca.,  Nov.  28, 1818. 
Sir  : 

In  behalf  of  the  few  surviving  officers  of  the  revolutionary 
army  now  living  in  this  State,  I  have  the  gratification  of  con- 
veying to  you  the  deep  sense  they  entertain  of  your  valuable 
endeavours  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  to  procure  for 
them  that  remuneration  which  they  deemed  justly  due  for  former 
services. 

You  yourself.  Sir,  remember  the  high  opinion  which  the  Con- 
gress  under  the  confederation  possessed  as  to  those  services. 
Your  knowledge  of  the  wishes  of  this  respectable  body  to  do 
entire  justice  to  the  defenders  of  our  Country,  impelled  you  with 
a  generous  ardor  and  grateful  recollection  of  former  times  to 
become  their  advocate  at  the  present  day — We  beg  you  thtn  to 
accept  our  warmest  thanks  for  conduct  so  consistent  and  so 
honorable. 

At  the  same  time  permit  us  to  ask  of  you  a  continuance  of 
those  valuable  services,  in  aid  of  our  renewed  application  to  the 
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National  Legislature.  We  conceive  the  Report  of  a  Contimittee 
of  Congress  in  February  1810  contains  statements  in  our  favor, 
which  are  irrefragable.  Our  Agent  Maj.  Jackson  can,  however, 
throw  new  lights  on  this  subject  ;  and  we  trust  that  the  National 
justice  will  be  shewn  in  rendering  more  comfortable  the  latter 
days  of  their  former  defenders.* 

Yr.  most  obedt.  Servant 

James  E.  B.  Finley 
formerly  a  Regimental  surgeon  in  the 
Massachusetts  Line. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Sunday,  5th  December,  1818. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Pork,  Beef,  &c.,  are  more  plenty  than  money  and  there- 
fore of  reduced  value,  the  large  cities  are  much  pressed  in  mak- 
ing their  payments,  and  the  country  likewise,  especially  the  new 
States,  which  have  large  payments  to  make  for  lands  purchased 
and  for  goods  imported,  are  equally  embarrassed  with,  and  con- 
tribute to  increase  the  difficulties  of,  the  merchants.  As  of  old, 
in  great  distress,  the  sufferers  cry  out  for  help  to  Jupiter,  and  the 
answer  now,  as  formerly,  admonishes  them  to  exert  their  own 
strength  and  ingenuity  to  help  themselves.  The  over  issue,  and 
excess,  of  Bank  Notes  is  the  true  cause  of  the  present  difficulty. 
There  is  no  practical  check  of  this   excess  except  the  converti- 

*  Early  in  the  first  session  of  the  15th  Congress  a  bill  passed  the  House  of 
Representatives  to  "  provide  for  certain  surviving  officers  &  soldiers  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary Army,"  and  was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  concurrence.  After  consider- 
able debate  and  amendments  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  House,  which 
returned  it  with  a  farther  amendment.  The  Senate  finally  postponed  action 
upon  it  and  the  bill  was  lost. 

In  a  letter  to  his  friend,  Mr.  Gore,  of  February  26th,  Mr.  King  says  : 
"  The  bill  respecting  the  Revolutionary  Army,  after  undergoing  many  altera- 
tions, is  about  to  pass  the  Senate  and  go  back  to  the  House.  Its  provisions 
embrace  only  those,  who,  from  their  reduced  circumstances,  stand  in  need  of 
public  support.  It  will  relieve  the  Alms  and  Poor  houses,  but  the  officers  who 
have  been  able  to  bear  up  against  adversity,  and  to  hold  their  standing  in 
society,  will  with  much  reluctance  avail  themselves  of  this  provision,  and  these 
are  the  persons  who  stand  in  most  need  of  help." 

VOL.  VI. — 12 
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bility  of  these  notes  into  specie,  and  the  necessity  of  doing  this 
at  present  produces  the  existing  embarrassment.  The  popular 
persuasion  inculpates  especially  the  Bk.  of  the  U.  S.,  and  this 
is  not  extraordinary,  as  by  way  of  justification  in  regard  to  the 
change  of  opinion  on  a  constitutional  question,  the  bad  state  of 
the  currency,  at  the  close  of  the  war  was  urged  as  a  reason  for 
establishing  the  Bank,  wh.  it  was  confidently  said,  &  probably 
by  many  erroneously  believed,  would  bring  about  and  render 
permanent  specie  payments. 

Hence  you  observe  that  the  H.  of  Reps,  have  deputed  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  into  the  proceedings  of  the  Bk  ;  and  many 
persons,  especially  of  those  who  are  concerned  in  Bks,  as  well  as 
of  those  who  are  their  debtors,  are  clamorous  that  Congress  shd. 
do  something  to  relieve  the  public  embarrassment — in  other  words, 
should  countenance  the  suspension  of  specie  payments.  If  three 
years  after  the  war,  in  a  time  of  Peace  and  general  prosperity, 
a  situation  if  one  can  be  imagined,  when  the  country  can  bear 
the  pressure  and  even  sacrifice  necessary  to  re-establish  a  safe 
and  the  only  sound  currency,  we  resort  to  a  paper  money  system, 
when  &  in  what  circumstances  may  we  hope  to  correct  and  put 
down  the  system  of  fraud  &  dishonesty  ? 

If  Congress  stand  firm,  as  I  think  they  will  do,  all  will  settle 
down  right  ;  much  inconvenience  will  be  felt  ;  disappointments 
and  even  sacrifices  will  happen  ;  every  one  will  regret  them,  but 
they  are  partial  misfortunes  that  take  place  in  a  march  that  leads 
to  public  good.     .     .     .  Afifectly. 

RuFus  King. 


( Iti  R.  King's  Handtvriting.) 

Dec.  17,  1818. 
Jackson  had  no  other  orders  than  those  which  were  last 
year  communicated  to  Congress,  which  afterwards  appropriated 
money  to  defray  the  Exps.  of  the  campaign.  Orders  to  Gaines, 
who  was  superseded  by  Jackson,  were  orders  to  Jackson.  For 
all  that  was  done  by  Jackson  concerning  which  he  had  no  orders, 
or  orders  which  he  disregarded,  on  the  principle  that  a  different 
state  of  things  existed,  from  the  state  that  was  supposed,  &  on 
which  his  instructions  were  founded,  Jackson  alone  is  responsible. 
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The  occupation  of  the  Spanish  Ports,  contrary  to  his  instruc- 
tions, is  justified  by  Jackson  on  what  he  deemed  satisfactory  evi- 
dence that,  from  inability  in  the  Sp.  authority,  it  was  not  only 
unable  to  restrain  the  Indians  in  their  hostility  agt.  the  U.  S., 
but  was  itself  restrained  &  controlled  by  the  Indians  ;  that  the 
fortresses  of  Spain  &  its  authority  in  Florida  were  used  by  the 
Indians  in  their  war  agt.  the  U.  S.  not  only  as  stations  from  which 
they  marched,  but  as  places  of  refuge  when  pursued.  In  these 
circumstances  he  could  not  put  an  end  to  the  war,  which  wd. 
be  resumed  from  these  fortresses  the  moment  he  returned  into 
the  U.  S. 

That  as  respects  Arbuthnot  &  Ambrister,  the  proofs  were  com- 
plete that  they  had  identified  themselves  with  the  Indians. 
Like  other  Indian  traders  they  had  excited  the  war,  and  that 
Ambrister  led  the  Indians  to  battle  ;  that  as  Commander  in  Chief, 
Jackson  possessed  power  to  punish  these  Indian  associates  in  the 
same  manner  as  he  might  have  punished  the  savages  themselves. 
The  Indians  massacred  their  prisoners  and  Jackson  might  by  way 
of  retaliation  have  executed  such  numbers  of  the  Indians  as  wd. 
be  likely  to  restrain  them  in  their  future  conduct.  If  on  taking 
Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister,  he  had  forthwith  ordered  them  to  be 
executed,  the  legal  power  of  the  General  could  not  have  been 
contested.  The  ordering  of  a  Court  Marti,  and  the  sentence  of 
the  Court,  and  consequent  Execn.  of  these  men,  however, 
cannot  change  the  character  of  this  proceeding.  Allowing  that 
the  Court  Martial  possessed  no  competent  authority  to  pass  a 
sentence  of  death,  this  does  not  affect  the  General's  power  ;  if 
the  punishment  might  have  been  inflicted  by  the  Genl.  in  virtue 
of  his  office,  the  irregularity  of  the  previous  process,  which  he 
established,  or  the  military  trial  which  was  ordered,  cannot 
change  the  nature  of  the  transaction  ;  the  rights  &  power  of  the 
Genl.  remained  the  same. 

The  cases  of  Andre,  of  Asgyl,  &  of  Genl.  Lee  are  somewhat 
analogous,  and  may  illustrate  this  case.  In  any  event  the  trans- 
action is  one  for  wh.  the  Ex.  is  not  answerable,  but  for  wh,  the 
Genl.  alone  is  responsible. 

The  Motive  for  the  Exn.  of  these  men  was  a  strong  one.  If 
they  had  been  sent  prisoners  into  the  U.  S.,  they  wd.  probably  have 
been  discharged  on  habeas  corpus — an  event  that  wd.  have  oper- 
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ated  to  encourage  instead  of  restraining  the  Indian  Traders  in 
exciting  the  Indians  to  war.  Having  fallen  into  our  hands,  their 
liberation  would  have  had  the  like  effect  ;  their  punishment  only 
wd.  serve  to  check  their  practices  and  deter  others  from  the  like 
proceedings  in  future. 

Nicholl,  since  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  has  formed  an  offensive  & 
defensive  Treaty  in  behalf  of  Eng.  with  the  Seminole  &  Creek 
Indians.  He  went  with  it  and  one  of  the  chiefs  to  Eng.  where 
he  was  discovered.  Castlereagh  has  taken  pains  since  the  know- 
ledge of  the  Execn.  of  A.  &  A.  (to  say)  that  they  had  no  au- 
thority or  encouragement  to  do  what  they  have  done  with  the 
Indians  ;  in  short  completely  disavowed  them  &  their  conduct. 
Bajot  has  asked  for  information  &  for  copies  of  the  Treaty  &:c. 
which  have  been  furnished  to  him  ;  he  also  has  officially  disa- 
vowed these  men. 

South  America. 

That  instructions  had  (been)  given  to  our  Minrs.  at  London, 
Paris  &  St.  Petersburgh  to  state  that  while  we  had  no  complaint 
to  make  of  the  course  adopted  by  the  Allies  respecting  Sp.  & 
her  Colonies,  from  neighbourhood  and  the  most  important  con- 
siderations arising  out  of  the  condition  of  the  Colonies,  we  were 
solicitous  respecting  them,  attentive  to  whatever  occurred  &  wh. 
might  affect  them,  and  would  not  conceal  our  surprize  that  so 
much  reserve  was  observed  by  the  Allies  towards  us  on  this  sub- 
ject. If,  in  consequence  of  these  intimations,  any  proposal  shd. 
be  made  that  we  shd.  join  in  the  discussions  at  Aix  la  Chapelle, 
that  an  explicit  refusal  shd.  be  given  ;  if  the  question  shd.  be 
asked  whether  we  wd.  approve  of  the  project  of  Eng.  for  the 
restoration  of  the  Colonies  to  Sp.  on  any  terms,  that  our  answer 
shd.  be  in  the  negative  and  explicitly  to  declare  that  we  consid- 
ered their  indep.  as  unavoidable,  and  every  project  to  postpone 
the  same  by  commercial  &  other  concessions  as  neither  politic, 
efficient  nor  admissible. 

That  Conferences  had  been  held  in  London  with  Castlereagh  ; 
at  Paris  with  the  Fr.  Min.  &  Russian  Ambassador  ;  that  these 
instructions  had  been  executed  ;  that  Ld.  Castlereagh  said  to 
Rush,  that  it  was  important  to  know  explicitly  the  views  of  the 
Amer.  Gov.  on  this  subject  ;  that  it  wd.  have  great  influence  at 
Aix  la  Chapelle,  and  insinuated  (after  enquiring  whether  nothing 
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short  of  Sp.  indep.  wd.  satisfy  our  view)  nothing  could  be  done 
without  us  or  agt.  our  determination  ;  that  after  the  news  of  the 
occupation  of  Pensacola  and  the  Manifesto  of  Pizarro,  the 
order  to  restore  Pensacola  had  been  reed.,  that  Conferences  at 
Paris  between  Gallatin,  the  Fr.  Min.  &  Russian  Ambassador  had 
composed  the  sentiments  that  the  seizure  of  Florida  &  Pizarro's 
manifesto  had  excited  ;  and  that  a  courier  was  immediately  dis- 
patched to  Madrid,  as  it  was  believed,  for  the  purpose  of  allay- 
ing angry  feelings  and  advising  pacific  measures. 

That  Neuville  had  been  instructed  to  promote  here  a  settle- 
ment between  us  &  Spain  ;  that  he  had  offered  his  good  ofifices 
&  been  told  that  they  would  be  well  received  ;  that  he  had  en- 
deavoured to  promote  an  adjustment  ;  and  his  letters  explanatory 
of  the  decision  of  the  Govt,  to  restore  Pensacola  had  been  reed, 
at  Paris,  delivered  by  the  for.  Min.  to  the  Russ.  ambassador,  by 
wh.  they  were  communicated  to  Gallatin.  These  letters  are 
believed  to  have  contributed  to  allay  the  dissatisfaction  on  act. 
of  the  occupation  of  Pensacola  and  to  the  dispatch  of  a  pacific 
courier  to  Madrid. 

The  Russian  sale  of  Sps.  to  Spain,  the  interchange  of  Ribbons 
and  Titles  and  Orders  were  displeasing  to  Eng,  who  perhaps  has 
contributed  to  the  overthrow  of  the  late  Span.  Ministry.  Ad- 
interim  Secy,  of  State  may  be  succeeded  by  Dr.  Carlos,  ambassa- 
dor to  England  and  wholly  under  English  influence.  In  this  case 
our  differences  with  Spain  will  be  kept  open,  for  Eng.  certainly  is 
unwilling  that  we  shd.  have  Florida,  and  short  of  war  will  be 
likely  to  oppose  us  as  far  as  she  can. 

If  the  Allies  take  no  encouraging  course,  altho'  Eng.  may  dis- 
courage the  cession  of  Florida,  such  will  be  the  disorganized  and 
embarrassed  condition  of  Spain,  she  may  be  disposed  to  come  to 
a  settlement  with  us  ;  and  tho'  at  present  no  new  ground  of  ex- 
pectation exists,  still  Onis  has  resumed  his  communications,  and 
tho'  his  intimations  are  of  no  importance,  it  is  not  wholly  improb- 
able that  he  may  before  Cong,  adjourns  receive  instructions  to 
conclude  our  long  negotiation  by  acceding  to  our  terms. 

P.  S.  An  answer  has  just  been  sent  to  Erving,  to  be  delivered 
at  Madrid,  to  Pizarro's  note — vindicatory  of  the  proceedings  of 
Jackson,  repeating  that  we  would  restore  St.  M.  &  P.  to  Sp.,  in 
confidence  that  she  wd.  fulfil  her  Treaty  in  restraining  the  Ind  ; 
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in  failure  whereof  we  should  rcoccujjy  these  Posts  and  retain 
them  until  Sp.  shd.  manifest  a  disposition  and  ability  to  fulfil  her 
treaty  by  effectually  restraining  the  Indians  from  making  war  on 
our  frontiers. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Washington,  Dec.  31,  1818. 
Dear  Sir  : 

We  have  received,  but  not  yet  considered  the  new  commercial 
convention  with  Eng,  which  is  limited  to  ten  years  from  the  sig- 
nature (20th  Oct.,  1818).  It  is  essentially  such  as  I  have  before 
understood  and  informed  you  it  wd.  be,  a  continuation  of  the  ex- 
isting convention  with  provisions  respecting  the  Fishery,  the  No. 
Boundary  of  Louisiana,  the  North  West  Coast  on  the  Pacific,  and 
the  negroes  carried  away  at  the  close  of  the  War.  Nothing  set- 
tled concerning  Impressment  and  Colonial  Trade. 

The  National  Intelligencer  of  yesterday  contains  a  long  letter 
from  Mr.  Secy.  Adams  to  Mr.  Erving,  INIadrid,  purporting  to  be 
an  instruction,  or  an  answer  to  Pizarro's  manifest  or  letter  to  Er- 
ving relative  to  Jackson's  invasion  of  Florida  and  the  execution 
of  Arbuthnot  &  Ambrister.  You  will  perceive,  when  you  read  it, 
that  it  is  certainly  as  much  calculated  for  domestic  as  for  foreign 
readers.  All  those  who  are  delighted  with  Indian  wars,  including 
the  Frontier  Inhabts,  will  receive  this  diplomatic  specimen  as 
worthy  of  the  highest  admiration  &  the  effusions  of  the  highest 
order  of  patriotism. 

Tho'  the  Speaker,  who  claims  dominion  over  all  the  West,  con- 
siders the  performance  as  Utile  creditable  to  the  Country  and  of  a 
character  as  a  Diplotnatic  Paper  without  example,  the  reason  for 
this  criticism  is  not  misunderstood.     .     .     . 

Affectionately  &  truly  yrs 

R.  K. 

.  .  .  The  Bk.  Comtee.  have  returned,  tho'  their  Report  will 
not  be  ready  in  less  than  a  week.  The  members  agreed  to  make 
no  particular  communications,  but  to  be  silent  until  the  Report  is 
made.  The  Pr.  nominated  Jones  and  three  of  the  actual  Direct- 
ors, as  Govt.  Directors  for  the  next  year.  Their  present  term 
expires  on  the  first  Monday  of  January,  when  the  Stock  Holders 
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choose  twenty  Directors  for  the  next  year.  The  Senate  have 
postponed  the  decision  on  the  nominations  until  Thursday  next, 
three  days  after  the  new  election  ;  and  will  postpone  it  further 
unless  they  shall  have  reed,  the  Report  of  the  Comtee.  of  Enquiry, 
By  the  Charter  the  Gov.  Directors  will  hold  over  until  a  new  ap- 
pointment be  made,  and  Jones  may  be  lawfully  chosen  President 
again.  Indeed  the  postponement  authorizes  no  opinion  disad- 
vantageous to  these  Directors  and  has  proceeded  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  the  enquiry  respecting  the  management  of  the  Bk. 
by  the  H.  R.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  any  illegal  pro- 
ceedings have  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the  Bk,  tho'  there  may 
have  been  injudicious  tho'  not  criminal  management.  It  is  doubt- 
ful whether  the  Bks  of  any  one  State,  can  show  a  better  state  of 
their  affairs  than  the  Bk.  U.  S. 


•  R.  King  in  1818. 

In  the  National  Register,  July  4th,  1818,  there  is  an  account  of 
Mr.  King  in  one  of  a  series  of  letters  by  a  correspondent,  signing 
himself  S.,  to  Lord  B.  He  asks  him  to  follow  him  into  the  Senate, 
and  selects  for  his  portraits  "characters  well  known  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  "  and  one  of  them  in  particular,  with  whom  he  thinks 
Lord  B.  "is  personally  acquainted." 

"  Mr.  R.  King  is  a  senator  from  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
was  once,  you  will  recollect,  minister  resident  at  the  Court  of  St. 
James.  He  is  now  about  60  years  of  age,  above  the  middle  size, 
and  somewhat  inclined  to  corpulency.  His  countenance,  when 
serious  and  thoughtful,  possesses  a  great  deal  of  austerity  and 
rigor,  but  at  other  moments  it  is  marked  with  placidity  and  be- 
nevolence. Among  his  friends  he  is  facetious  and  easy  ;  but 
when  with  strangers,  reserved  and  distant — apparently  indisposed 
to  conversation  and  inclined  to  taciturnity,  but  when  called  out 
his  colloquial  powers  are  of  no  ordinary  character,  and  his  con- 
versation becomes  peculiarly  instructive,  fascinating  and  humor- 
ous. Mr.  King  has  read  and  reflected  much,  and  though  long  in 
public  life,  his  attention  has  not  been  exclusively  devoted  to 
the  political  sciences,  for  his  information  on  other  subjects  is 
equally  matured  and  extensive.  His  resources  are  numerous  and 
multiplied,  and  can  easily  be  called  into  operation.     In  his  par- 
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liamentary    addresses   he    always    displays  a  deep  and  intimate 
knowledge  of  the   subject  under  discussion,  and   never  fails  to 
edify  and  instruct,  if  he  sometimes  ceases   to  delight.     He  has 
read  history  to  become  a  statesman,  and  not  for  the  mere  gratifi- 
cation it  affords.     He  applies  the  experience  of  ages  which  the 
historical  muse  exhibits  to  the  general  purposes  of  government, 
and  thus  reduces  to  practice  the  mass  of  knowledge  with  which 
his  mind  is  fraught  and  embellished.     As  a  legislator  he  is  per- 
haps inferior  to  no  man  in  his  country.     The  faculty  of  close 
and  accurate  observation,  by  which  he  is  distinguished,  has  en- 
abled him  to  remark  and  treasure  up  every  fact  of  political  im- 
portance that  has  occurred  since  the  organization  of  the  American 
government,  and  the  citizen,  as  well  as  the  stranger,  is  often  sur- 
prised at  the  minuteness  of  his  historical  details,  the  facility  with 
which  they  are  recalled,  and  the  correctness  and  accuracy  with 
which  they  are  applied.     With  the  various  subjects  immediately 
connected  with  politics  he  has  made  himself  well  acquainted,  and 
such  is  the  strength  of  his  memory  and  the  extent  of  his  informa- 
tion, that  the  accuracy  of  his  statements  is  never  disputed.     Mr. 
King,   however,  is   somewhat  of  an  enthusiast  and  his  feelings 
sometimes  propel  him  to  do  what  his  judgment  cannot  sanction. 
When   parties  existed  in  this  country,  he  belonged  to  and  was 
considered   the    leader   of   what   was    denominated    the  Federal 
phalanx,  and  has  often,  I  suspect,  been  induced  from  the  influ- 
ence  of   party    feeling  and    the  violence  of  party  animosity  to 
countenance  measures  that  must  have  wounded  his  moral  sensi- 
bilities, and  that  now,  when  reason  is  suffered  to  dictate,  cannot 
but  be  deeply  regretted.     I  am  disposed  to  think  from  a  rapid 
survey  of  his  political  and  parliamentary  career,  that  the  fury  of 
party  has  betrayed  him  into   the  expression  of  sentiments,  and 
the  defence  and  support  of  measures,  that  were  in  their  character 
revolting  to  his  feelings,  and   that  whatever  he  may  have  been 
charged  with,   his  intentions   were  pure,   and   his  exertions,   as 
he  conceived,  calculated  for  the  public  good.     He  was,  indeed, 
cried  down  by  the  emigrants  of  a  portion  of  our  country,  who 
have,  I  fear,  too   great  a  sway  in  the  political   transactions  of 
the    United    States,*  and    though   unquestionably  an   ornament 
to    the    nation    which    has    given    him    birth,    his    countrymen, 

*  This  is  quite  the  Englishman. 
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averse  to  him  from  party  considerations,  joined  in  the  cry,  and 
he  became  a  victim  to  the  duty  he  owed  and  the  love  he  bore 
his  country* 

"  Prejudice,  however,  does  not  always  continue,  and  the  Ameri- 
can people,  with  that  good  sense  which  forms  so  prominent  a 
feature  of  their  character,  are  beginning  justly  to  appreciate  those 
virtues  and  talents  they  once  so  much  decried.  Mr.  King  has  a 
sound  and  discriminating  mind,  a  memory  uncommonly  tenacious, 
and  a  judgment  vigorous,  prompt  and  decisive.  He  either  wants 
imagination,  or  is  unwilling  to  employ  a  faculty  that  he  conceives 
onlv  calculated  to  tickle  and  delight.  His  object  is  more  to  con- 
vince and  persuade  by  the  force  of  reason  than  to  play  upon  the 
mind  by  the  fantastic  embroidery  and  gaudy  festoonings  of  fancy. 
His  style  of  eloquence  is  plain,  but  bold  and  manly  ;  replete  with 
argument  and  full  of  intelligence,  neither  impetuous  nor  vehement, 
but  flowing  and  persuasive.  His  mind,  like  that  of  Fox,  is  his- 
torical;  it  embraces  consequences  the  most  remote  without  diffi- 
culty, and  effects  the  most  distant  with  rapidity  and  ease.  Facts 
form  the  basis  of  his  reasoning.  Without  these  his  analysis  is 
defective  and  his  combinations  and  deductions  often  incorrect. 
His  logic  is  not  artificial,  but  natural,  he  abandons  the  formal 
divisions,  non-essentials,  moods  and  figures  of  logic  to  weaker 
minds,  and  adheres  to  the  substantials  of  natural  reason. 

"  Of  Mr.  King's  moral  character  I  can  say  nothing  from  my  own 
personal  knowledge  as  my  acquaintance  with  him  has  not  been 
long  and  intimate  enough  to  enable  me  to  judge  correctly.  I 
have  not,  however,  heard  anything  alleged  against  it  calculated  to 
lessen  his  reputation  as  an  honorable  statesman  and  virtuous 
member  of  society.  He  is  wealthy,  and  has,  no  doubt,  some- 
thing of  pride  and  hauteur  in  his  manner  offensive  to  the  delicacy 
of  republicanism,  and  inconsistent  with  the  nature  of  equality  ; 
but  as  a  father,  husband  and  friend,  I  have  not  yet  heard  him 
charged  with  any  dereliction  of  duty,  or  any  violation  of  those 
principles  which  tend  to  harmonize  society  and  to  unite  man  to 
man  by  the  bonds  of  affection  and  virtue." 

The  above  is  presented  in  full,  with  its  notes,  as  exhibiting 
the  writer's  opinion  of  Mr.  King. — Ed. 

*  He  alludes,  I  imagine,  to  the  affair  of  Mr.  Sampson. 
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C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Jan.  I,  1S19. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

.  .  .  The  Proposal  to  impose  an  increased  Duty  on  Cotton, 
and  abolish  the  Drawback  on  Cotton  is  a  Comment  on  the  Letter 
in  the  Centinel  from  Washington  which  advises  our  public  Speak- 
ers &  Writers  to  approve  &  applaud  the  Doings  of  the  National 
Gov't,  especially  as  this  Admon  shows  a  marked  attention  to  the 
Interests  &  Enterprizes  of  this  Portion  of  the  Country.  This  Let- 
ter accompanies  Mr.  Otis'  Speech,  and  adopts  and  inculcates  this 
Gentleman's  Policy  for  obtaining  a  favourable  Decision  of  Mass'ts 
Claim.  With  the  same  View,  he  has  written  as  I  learn  a  Letter  of 
many  Sheets  to  C.  Justice  Parker  praying  him  to  prevail  on  the 
Governor  to  insert  in  his  next  Communication  to  the  Legislature 
a  decided  approbation  of  the  Doings  of  the  existing  Government, 
and  whatever  may  be  necessary  to  obtain  an  admission  of  our 
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Claim.  I  am  induced  to  believe  this  will  be  without  Effect,  and 
that  this  Proposal,  like  those  before  made  by  him  and  Mr.  M.  of 
the  House,  will  not  be  much  attended  to.     .     .     . 

Yours  faithfully 

C.  Gore. 


J,  Overton  to  R.  King. 

Nashville,  January  6,  18 19. 
Sir  : 

Maj  Gen'l  Jackson,  who  desires  to  be  introduced  to  your  notice, 
will  hand  you  this  letter.  We  commenced  our  career  as  lawyers 
in  early  life,  and  with  his  integrity,  honor,  and  patriotism,  I  have 
had  an  intimate  knowledge  for  thirty  years. 

He  goes  on  to  the  City  of  Washington  with  a  view  of  furnishing 
any  explanations,  growing  out  of  his  public  transactions,  in  which 
the  honor,  safety  and  happiness  of  the  Republic  may  be  thought 
to  be  involved. 

For  this  intrusion,  sir,  be  so  good  as  to  accept  as  an  apology  the 
circumstance  of  a  slight  acquaintance  before  your  Embassy  to 
England  in  the  days  of  Washington. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  sent's  of  the  high't  resp't 

Yr  mo'  ob't, 

Jno  Overton. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Jan.  7,  1819. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

.  .  .  I  have  just  read  over,  in  a  hasty  Manner,  Secretary 
Adam's  Sublime  Dispatch,  which  is  worthy  of  the  wild  man 
of  Kentucky.  I  think  it  not  unlikely  to  call  forth  the  remarks 
of  some  of  our  Writers  in  Boston,  where  he  certainly  did  not  ex- 
alt his  Reputation  in  his  last  Visit.  He  was  complained  of  as  un- 
reasonable in  his  Prejudices,  absurd  in  his  opinions  of  men  & 
Business,  and  outrageously  dictatorial  in  his  Declarations.    .    .    . 

Yours  faithfully  &  ever, 

C.  Gore, 
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GiiN.  Armstrong  to  R.  King. 

Red-Hook,  9  Jan.,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Will  you  do  me  the  favor  of  informing  me,  whether  there  is  at 
the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  any  evidence,  derived  from  the  corre- 
spondence of  our  ministers  at  Paris,  or  otherwise,  that  Genl. 
Kosciusko  is  dead?  When  last  in  this  country,  he  left  behind  him 
a  will,  leaving  the  bulk,  perhaps  the  whole,  of  his  property  to 
some  charitable  institution  here.  But  by  an  act,  executed  before 
our  Consul  at  Paris,  and  of  a  date  posterior  to  the  will  aforesaid, 
he  so  far  altered  this  disposition,  as  to  bequeath  to  my  youngest 
son  $3,700,  payable  by  his  Executor  (Mr.  Jefferson)  on  his  (the 
General's)  decease.  This  fact  will  show  at  once,  the  motive  I 
have  in  instituting  the  enquiry  and  the  only  obstacle  to  my  son's 
receiving  the  legacy  intended  for  him,  and  will,  I  am  sure,  be  a 
sufficient  apology  for  the  trouble  I  propose  giving  you.     I  am, 

dear  Sir, 

with  the  most  friendly  regards  &c, 

John  Armstrong. 

Jno.  Trumbull  to  R.  King. 

Phila.,  lojany.,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  this  moment  receive  yours  of  the  8th.  When  some  years  since 
there  was  an  attempt  to  procure  a  statue  of  Genl.  Washington  in 
New  York,  I  was  one  of  the  Committee  &  was  directed  to  obtain 
information.  I  wrote  to  Houdon  in  Paris  and  have  his  answer  in 
N.  York,  which  I  think  I  recollect  distinctly  ;  it  was 

a  pedestrian  statue  size  of  life — Marble       25,000  livrs. 

Bronze        50,000 
double  the  size  of  life      Marble       50,000 

Bronze      100,000 
Equestrian  in  Bronze  &  colossal  for  a  large  square  1,000,000  or 

$200,000 
I  think  he  estimated  the  time  requisite  to  complete  the  latter 
work  at  three  years.     The  expense  of  transportation  to  be  borne 
by  the  purchaser. 

The  statue  of  Louis  15,  which  occupied  the  centre  of  the  Square 
of  that  name,  which  was  large,  &  the  pedestal  ornamented  with 
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Bas  Reliefs  in  Bronze,  cost  36,000  Louis  D'or.  This  was,  say,  40 
years  ago.  I  never  knew  the  cost  of  that  of  the  Czar  Peter,  nor 
indeed  of  any  one  except  of  Louis  XV.,  but  I  will  endeavor  to 
get  information  from  the  Library  here. 

I  do  not  know  the  French  Sculptors  of  the  present  day.  In 
Italy  Canova  is  doubtless  the  first,  and  indeed  the  first  in  Europe. 
Chantry,  I  believe,  stands  highest  in  England,  now  that  my  old 
friend  Nollekens  has  retired.  To  judge  from  a  bronze  of  King 
William  (equestrian)  which  has  been  placed  in  the  St.  James' 
Square  since  you  left  England,  I  should  not  choose  him. 

I  rejoice  to  hear  that  there  is  a  probability  of  accomplishing 
this  object  at  last,*  and  shall  be  proud  to  aid  in  procuring  the 
necessary  information,     .     .     . 

faithfully  yours 

Jno.  Trumbull. 


Thomas  M.  Willing  to  R.  King. 

Philada.,  Jany.  11,  i8ig. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Your  communication  of  the  30th  ultimo,  I  received  in  the 
course  of  the  mail,  and  as  far  as  it  was  possible,  endeavoured  to 
benefit  by  it ;  but  the  personal  friends  of  Mr.  Jones  were  advised 
of  the  cautious  conduct  of  the  Senate,  and  after  a  caucus  decided 
on  placing  him  at  the  head  of  their  ticket  in  order  to  assure  to  him 
the  Presidency  of  the  Bank.  The  ticket  returned  may  be  consid- 
ered generally  as  that  of  the  Baltimore  interest ;  a  very  different 
one  ought  to  have  been  successful,  but  there  was  no  chance  of 
counteracting  the  current. 

There  are  some  men  of  independence  returned  to  the  new 
Direction,  but  as  it  regards  the  local  Directors,  the  board  is  weaker 
than  it  was  before,  and  I  fear  the  same  feeUngs  and  interests, 
which  have  prevailed,  are  to  continue  for  another  year.  Your 
experience  of  the  old  Bank  and  superior  knowledge  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Banking  afi'airs  will  enable  you  immediately  to  strike  at  our 
principal  faults  when  the  facts  reported  by  the  Committee  are  laid 
before  Congress. 

*  A  bill  for  it  was  introduced  early  in  the  session  in  the  Senate,  which  was 
passed  on  the  12th  of  February,  1819.     It  was  not  taken  up  in  the  House. 
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A  perfect  want  of  system  together  with  the  unjust  distribution 
of  the  Bvink  Capital  and  the  large  and  continued  loans  to  the  peo- 
ple of  lialtiniore  and  this  City  have  cripi)led  the  Bank  and  must 
for  some  time  render  it  a  weak  support  to  the  Government  and  to 
the  commerce  of  the  country  in  this  and  the  Eastern  districts  of 
our  Country. 

The  only  remedy  for  these  evils  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Govern- 
ment. The  appointment  of  independent  Directors,  not  connected 
with  the  speculating  influence,  united  with  the  distant  Directors 
and  some  of  this  City,  may  produce  the  change  required  ;  on 
this  and  the  influence  of  the  Treasury  all  depends. 

The  loans  in  Philadelphia  appear  large  in  the  aggregate,  but  I 
assure  you  the  trade  is  depressed  ;  but  little  more  than  two  mil- 
lions can  now  be  considered  as  afforded  to  it  by  the  Bank  ; 
whilst  stockholders  and  country  Banks  possess  the  rest.  The 
loans  of  the  old  Bank  and  of  its  branches  at  New  York  were  in 
each  place  about  5  millions,  and  they  were  made  with  the  greatest 
security  and  benefit  to  the  community. 

The  Institution,  properly  balanced,  is  all  important  to  our 
Country.  Its  administration  must  change  hands  before  its  advan- 
tages can  be  properly  felt.  I  feel  desirous  that  Mr.  Connelly 
should  be  continued  ;  he  is  an  independent  man  and  perfectly 
free  from  all  interest  in  the  speculations  which  have  taken  place 
to  the  ruin  of  so  many.  I  beg  you  to  consider  these  observations 
as  confidential  and  as  an  evidence  that  in  the  leading  measures  of 
the  Bank,  I  have  had  no  hand,  but  always  with  a  feeble  minority 
have  opposed  them. 

With  great  respect  &  esteem,  &c 

Thos.  M.  Willing. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Washington,  Tany.  14,  1S19. 
.  .  .  I  have  a  letter  from  John  [his  son]  of  the  8th,  and 
write  to  him  by  this  mail  concerning  what  is  passing  here,  but 
intimating  that  it  best  accords  with  what  is  due  to  myself,  that  I 
should  be  wholly  silent  concerning  what  is  passing  at  Albany. 
.     .     .  faithfully  yours, 

R.  K. 
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It  is  probable  that  the  letter  to  his  son,  of  which  the 
draft  follows,  was  written  about  this  time,  as  no  date  is 
given.  It  so  truly  exhibits  the  strong  objection  Mr.  King- 
always  maintained  to  any  personal  solicitation  for  public 
ofifice  and  the  stern  rebuke  to  one,  whom  he  dearly  loved, 
but  who,  he  considered,  had  compromised  him,  that  the 
draft  is  here  given.  His  term  as  Senator  of  the  United 
States  from  New  York  would  expire  on  the  4th  of  March 
next,  and  the  question  of  the  election  of  his  successor  was 
at  the  time  warmly  canvassed. 

{Draft  of  a  Letter  to  his  Son,  C.  King^ 

I  feel  hurt  and  mortified  that  you  should  have  held  the  con- 
versation of  wh.  you  spoke  to  me  last  evening  with  Mr.  S.  &  Mr. 
J.  ;  altho'  these  communications  were  altogether  your  own  and 
equally  unsuspected  and  regretted  by  me,  I  may  nevertheless  be 
supposed  to  have  suggested  them. 

I  entreat  you,  therefore,  neither  directly  nor  otherwise,  to  con- 
fer with  the  gentlemen  of  the  Senate  whose  names  you  mentioned 
to  me,  it  being  absolutely  inconsistent  with  what  I  owe  to  myself, 
that  I  shd.  not  protest,  as  I  do,  against  the  interference  of  these 
or  other  gentlemen  connected  with  the  adn.  relative  to  an  affair 
concerning  which  I  shall  be  considered  to  be  personally  solicitous. 

No  man  owes  a  public  duty  at  the  expense  of  his  own  self- 
respect  and  honor  ;  I  neither  ought,  nor  will  I  on  this  occasion 
condescend,  to  be  myself  a  solicitor,  and  I  shall  take  it  in  ill  part, 
if  any  of  my  friends  shall  in  my  behalf  ask  the  interference  in  my 
favor  of  any  one,  &  especially  of  the  gentlemen  who  may  pro- 
fess to  differ  from  me  in  my  political  opinions. 

I  never  have  held  a  public  situation  merely  for  the  sake  of  my 
personal  gratification  ;  nor  would  I  now  continue  to  hold  even 
the  little  remnant  of  my  term  in  the  Senate,  unless  I  believed 
that  in  doing  so,  I  shall  promote  the  public  welfare. 

Having  neither  declined,  nor  asked,  a  re-election,  I  am  entirely 
satisfied  that  the  question  should  be  determined  by  those  whose 
office  it  is  to  decide  the  same,  and  you  may  be  assured  that  I  am 
utterly  indifferent  what  that  decision  may  be. 
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John  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  Jany.  14,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.     .     .     The  letter  of  Mr,  Adams  to  Mr.  Erving  has  not  yet 
reached  this  scene  of  political  management  and  intrigue.     The 
piece  that  appeared  in  the  Richmond  Enquirer,  in  relation  to 
Genl.  Jackson's  whole  conduct,  has  had  the  effect  of  rousing,  as 
was  intended,  the  feelings  and  sensibilities  of  the  Country.     I 
rather  considered  it  an  attack  upon  the  administration  for  their 
support  of  this  favorite  General.     I   have  not  seen  for  a  long 
period,  a  letter  written  in  a  better  style  or  in  which  the  object  of 
the  writer  has  been  more  successful.     .     .     .     The  friends  of  Mr. 
Clinton  have  been  defeated  in  their  project  to  choose   immedi- 
ately a  Council  of  Appointment.     The  day  before  yesterday  a 
resolution  was  offered  &  carried  to  postpone  the  choice  of  the 
Council  until  the  first  Wednesday  in   February — the   day   after 
that  on  which  by  law  the  Senator  must  be  appointed  :    it  was 
strenuously  opposed  by  the  Clintonians  and  some  of  our  federal- 
ists,   but   after    repeated  efforts   to    defeat  the    resolution,  they 
were  many  of  them  compelled — I  mean  the  federalists — to  sup- 
port the  resolution.     The  administration  party  here  are  without 
a  Candidate  for  the  Senate.     Mr.  Yates,  who  had  been  spoken  of 
as  likely  to  become  that  candidate,  has  explicitly  declined.     He 
has  been  claimed  by  both  the  sections  of  the  republican  party, 
and  I  have  heard  that  Mr.  Clinton  sent  for  him  a  few  days  past 
to  breakfast  and  urged  him  strongly  to  permit  himself  to  be  put 
in  nomination  for  that  office.     He  declined  both  the  offer  from 
that  quarter  as  well  as  the  wishes  of  some  of  his  friends  in  the 
other — he  is  understood  by  those  who  knew  him  to  be  favorable 
\   to  the  present   administration.     There   are  several   letters   here 
j  from  Washington  strongly  advocating  your  nomination  ;  one  I 
i  am  told  goes  so  far  as  to  say  that  if  Mr.  King  can  be  reappointed 
'  without  prejudice   to  the   interests  of  the  republican    party,  it 
(•  would  be  an  event  especially  agreeable    to  the  administration. 
(   Mr.  Clinton's  friends   have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  it  is  a 
'    question  full  of  difficulty  in  which  office  it  would  be  most  for  the 
advantage  of   the  State,  to  have  a  federalist  placed — I  mean  a 
Judgeship  or  a  Senator.     The   majority  of   the   federalists   are 
clear   that  in  no  event  will  Mr.  Clinton  give  us  either  a  Judge 
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or  a  Senator.  The  other  party,  by  their  vote  on  the  reso- 
lution to  postpone  the  choice  of  the  Council,  have  at  least 
given  us  evidence  that  they  are  not  indisposed  to  unite  with  us  in 
promoting  our  views  in  relation  to  the  Senator.  It  would  be  a 
matter  of  great  satisfaction  to  us,  that  the  Martling  men  should 
openly  nominate  you  for  that  office  ;  it  would  compel  our  shift- 
ing men  to  do  an  act  of  open  penance  which  would  humble  them 
and  complete  our  triumph.  What  will  be  the  result,  is  as  yet 
difficult  to  predict  ;  my  own  opinion  is,  from  all  I  can  collect,  that 
your  nomination  will  succeed.  I  am  persuaded  that  the  lead- 
ing men  of  the  Martling  party  are  well  disposed  to  your  appoint- 
ment ;  their  difficulty  seems  at  present  to  consist,  in  bringing  their 
party  to  their  views  on  this  point —  •    • 

Affectionately  yours 

John  A.  King. 


R.  King  to  Chas.  King. 

Washington,  Jany.  16,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  Report  of  the  Bk.  Com.  was  read  in  the  House  to-day  ;  I 
did  not  hear  it,  but  understand  that  it  deeply  affects  the  reputa- 
tion of  the  Pres.  &  Cashier  of  the  Bk.  U.  S.,  of  Buchanan,  Mc- 
Culloch,  &  George  Williams,  and  without  hearing  particulars,  the 
general  impression  is  most  disadvantageous  to  the  character  of  a 
majority  of  the  Directors.  The  Report  is  supported  by  numerous 
documents  and  proofs,  which  are  said  to  disclose  a  course  of  mis- 
management that  will  confound  and  degrade  the  individuals  con- 
cerned in  the  same. 

I  hear  that  particular  Directors,  probably  of  those  appointed  by 
Government,  are  exempted  from  all  censure  ;  among  these  Mr. 
Bowne's  name  has  been  mentioned.  The  Jackson  debate  will  be 
hot  and  angry  ;  the  current  agt.  him,  I  think  grows  stronger. 
The  author  of  Algernon  Sydney,*  a  Mr.  Leigh  of  Virginia,  is  much 
applauded,  and  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  says  that  both  Mr. 
Jefferson  &  Mr.  Madison  openly  approve  of  and  applaud  the 
papers  of  Algernon  Sydney  ;  if  this  be  correct,  the  effect  on  Con- 

*  In  the  Richmond  Enquirer — alluded  to  in  previous  letters. 
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gress  will  be  perceptible.  Jackson  was  expected  here,  but  will 
probably  delay  his  arrival  until  the  debate  is  over.  Other  ofificers 
will  do  well  to  disappear,  or  postpone  their  visit  ;  as  the  smallest 
indiscretion  here  from  the  military  wd.  set  the  H.  of  R.  in  a 
flame.     .     .     .  Yrs,         R.  K. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Washington,  Jany.  20,  18 19. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  The  House  are  engaged  in  a  great  debate  respecting 
Jackson's  Campaign  ;  it  will  continue  several  days  longer  ;  the 
issue  is  not  well  understood,  but  as  other  persons  besides  Jackson 
are  affected,  the  presumption  is  that  no  censure  will  be  voted. 

A  Judiciary  Bill  has  passed  the  Senate  ;  its  object  is  to  make 
the  Supreme  Court  stationary  at  this  place,  and  to  reduce  their 
numbers  as  vacancies  occur  to  fill  ;  to  divide  the  U.  S.  into 
nine  Circuits  and  appoint  nine  Circuit  Judges,  who  are  to  hold 
Circuit  Courts  in  the  several  States,  sitting  with  the  District  Judge. 
Whether  the  Bill  will  pass  the  House,  I  am  unable  to  foretell ;  but 
if  it  shd.  I  fear  that  Monroe  wd.  be  afraid  to  appoint  Mason, 
Daggett  or  other  Federalists.  John  Holmes  wd.  be  a  more  likely 
candidate  than  Mason  for  the  E.  Circuit.     .     .     . 

Mason  has  mentioned  my  return  to  the  Senate  to  me.  I  have 
answered  that  I  shd.  neither  ask  nor  decline  a  re-election  :  if 
chosen,  I  may  be  at  liberty  to  do  as  I  please  ;  if  omitted,  I  shall 
have  neither  disappointment  nor  regret.  Had  the  subject  been 
one  about  which  I  felt  any  solicitude,  1  shd.  have  mentioned  it  to 
you.  I  hear  that  it  occupies  a  good  deal  of  conversation  at 
Albany,  where  such  is  the  division  of  Parties,  that  nobody  pre- 
dicts what  may  happen  even  on  the  next  day. 

faithfully  yrs. 
R.  K. 

Adams'  letter  to  Erving  does  not  take  in  Virginia  ;  even  Jeffer- 
son and  Madison  are  said  to  approve  the  views  of  Algernon 
Sydney. 
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R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Washington,  Jany.  23,  i8iq. 
Dear  Charles  : 

.  .  .  The  Bk.  Report  discloses  the  dishonorable  and  injur- 
ious proceedings  of  the  Confederacy  of  Speculators  in  Balte.  and 
Philadelphia  and  has  had  the  effect  to  shake  the  public  confidence 
in  the  Bk.  and  will  also  impair  our  credit  abroad  :  but  I  think  all 
these  evils  will  be  temporary  only,  provided  a  suitable  correction 
be  made  use  of  to  restore  the  Bank  to  that  standing,  which  it  can- 
not hold  until  the  whole  band  of  jobbers  and  gamblers  are  driven 
out  of  its  management,  and  the  same  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
men  of  known  integrity  and  prudence.  To  this  end  the  Stock- 
holders shd.  take  early  measures  to  meet  and  remove  (for  I  think 
they  have  the  power,  tho'  the  Charter  is  not  near  me  to  recur  to) 
all  the  speculators  and  their  agents  from  the  Direction,  and  to  put 
more  worthy  men  in  their  places.  The  President  I  shd.  hope, 
will  correct  his  nomination,  wh.  lies  unacted  upon  before  the 
Senate  and  add  a  set  of  Govt.  Directors  of  correct  and  useful 
reputation.  There  is  great  unpopularity,  that  exists  against  the 
Bk.  U.  S.  independent  of  these  late  disclosures.  The  difficulties 
felt  from  the  ill  state  of  the  currency  in  the  interior  and  the  inter- 
est of  State  Banks  which  are  so  extensively  deranged,  are  absurdly 
ascribed  to  the  Bk.  U.  S.,  which,  if  in  the  power  of  a  very  large 
portion  of  the  Community  and  of  even  Congress,  would  be 
unceremoniously  put  down.  Perhaps  Congress  may  recommend 
the  issue  of  a  scire  facias  ;  tho'  I  think  this  uncertain  ;  and  were 
it  to  issue,  I  cannot  believe  that  any  forfeiture  wd.  be  pronounced, 
for  the  reasons  reported  by  the  Comee. — none  of  which  are 
causes  of  forfeiture,  and  some  of  wh.,  no  offence  whatever. 

As  I  correspond  with  no  one  at  Albany  ;  nor  even  with  John, 
to  whom  I  have  written  one  or  two  letters  only  and  those  con- 
cerning what  is  going  on  here,  I  have  only  indirect  information 
from  that  famous  scene.  I  wish  John  to  be  wholly  unfettered  by 
what  might  be  understood  to  be  my  wishes  ;  tho'  in  truth  I  scarcely 
have  one  on  any  matter  that  can  be  decided  there.  The  scenes 
are  so  often  shifted,  and  the  pieces  &  performers  so  frequently 
changed  that  appearances  of  today  afford  no  clue  to  those  of 
tomorrow.  I  consider  the  question  to  wh.  you  refer  so  uncertain, 
and  as  regards  my  own  views  so  little  worthy  of  my  solicitude, 
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that  I  am  in  no  small  degree  indifferent  how  it  may  be  deter- 
mined. Yrs.  truly, 

R.  K. 

P.S.  I  observe  by  the  morning  paper  that  Jones  has  resigned 
his  office  of  Pr.  of  the  Bk.  The  speculators  may  think  this  will 
save  them,  but  it  is  not  enough.  The  Stockholders  must  include 
all  of  this  connexion  ;  they  shd.  do  more  ;  the  pledged  stock  can- 
not be  soon  paid  up  and  redeemed.  The  capital  was  too  large, 
and  if  they  could  lessen  it  ten  or  twelve  millions,  or  even  more, 
the  Bk.  would  become  better  property  and  more  able  to  answer 
the  pub.  expectation. 

If  two  millions  be  pledged,  why  may  not  the  Bk.  or  rather  the 
Stockholders  apply  to  Congress  to  enable  them  to  take  this  back 
into  their  own  hands  &  cancel  it,  paying  to  each  stockholder  his 
proportionate  share  of  the  stock  so  taken,  thereby  diminishing  the 
capital  by  such  amount  ?  If  requested,  perhaps  Congress  wd. 
reduce  their  interest  from  seven  to  three  or  five  millions.  In  this 
way  the  Bk.  Capital  might  be  reduced  to  twenty  or  twenty  three 
millions,  a  sum  full  as  large  as  would  be  wanted.  Those  persons 
who  have  purchased  the  hypothecated  shares  above  their  value 
wd.  object  to  this  mode  of  diminishing  the  Bk.  Stock  ;  and  the 
Bk.  might  perhaps  lose  the  debt  above  this  par,  at  wh.  they 
received  the  pledged  stock  ;  but  they  may  do  this,  by  suffering 
the  stock  to  remain  pledged,  shd.  it  not  rise  in  the  market. 
The  bargainers  out  of  doors,  who  are  buyers  &  sellers  of  pledged 
stock,  are  unknown  to  the  Bk.,  and  they  have  no  concern  in  them. 
They  are  gambling  contracts,  without  title  to  be  regarded,  except 
by  the  parties  to  them. 


De  Witt  Clinton  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  24  Jany.,  18 19. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  owe  you  many  thanks  for  your  luminous  expose  of  our  foreign 
relations  and  many  apologies  for  not  answering  your  letter  before  ; 
but  the  truth  is  that  nothing  has  occurred  here  of  sufficient  interest 
to  call  off  your  attention  from  more  important  subjects  which 
require  and  receive  it. 

The  Canal  improvements  will  be  prosecuted  with  vigor,  and 
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the  Legislature  will  pass  favorable  laws  on  the  subject  this  Ses- 
sion. Agriculture  will  be  encouraged,  and  probably  some  of  our 
benevolent  and  literary  institutions.  The  opposition  to  internal 
navigation  is  entirely  paralyzed.  So  far  as  I  can  collect  the  pub- 
lic sentiment  in  this  quarter,  it  preponderates  in  favor  of  the 
Seminole  war.  De  Witt  Clinton. 


James  C.  Fisher  to  R.  King. 

Philada.,  Jany.  25,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  was  in  hopes,  as  you  passed  through  this  city  for  Washington, 
to  have  had  the  pleasure  of  some  conversation  with  you  relative  to 
the  U.  S.  Bank  and  other  matters.  Since  then  the  Committee  of 
Congress  have  had  a  full  investigation  of  the  proceeding  of  the 
then  President  and  Directors,  one  of  which  I  was  and  now  am  ; 
as  the  Committee  have  thought  it  correct  to  make  honorable 
mention  of  P.  Butler  and  John  Connelly,  Esqrs.  (Directors  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  of  the  U.  S.),  and  as  the  Committee 
could  not  charge  any  speculation  either  to  Mr.  T.  M.  Willing  or 
myself,  I  think  it  would  be  no  more  than  doing  us  justice  for  them 
to  say  so  ;  because  it  would  seem  from  the  Report,  that  all  the 
other  Directors  had  in  a  degree  a  concern  in  speculation  or  that 
they  did  not  endeavour  to  prevent  it.  The  fact  is  that  P.  Butler, 
T.  M.  Willing  and  myself  did  all  in  our  power  when  at  the  Board 
to  prevent  the  immense  speculation  that  has  been  gone  into  ; 
more  especially,  the  advance  on  the  Stock  of  25  pr.  cent  which  we 
voted  agt. 

Now  as  the  above  named  cannot  be  charged  with  speculation, 
and  did  all  in  their  power  to  discountenance  such  proceeding,  I 
should  thank  you,  if  you  can  find  freedom  (as  we  Friends  say),  to 
mention  this  to  the  Committee  and  let  them  take  such  measures, 
as  they  might  think  correct,  to  free  us  from  any  charge  of  specu- 
lation, or  that  we  in  any  manner  approved  the  conduct  that  had 
been  managed  by  the  majority. 

You  will  find  by  the  papers  that  I  am  now  acting  as  pro.  tem. 
President  of  the  Bank.  This  I  have  accepted  at  the  earnest 
request  of  many  friends  to  the  Bank  (not  speculators),  and  by  the 
8th.  Section  of  the  Charter,  in  consequence  of  the  resignation  of 
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Prest.  Jones,  a  Prest.  of  the  Bank  must  be  chosen  to  supply  his 
place,  and  that  to  take  effect  immediately,  or  else  the  Bank  cannot 
proceed.  This  will  be  done  this  evening  and  from  the  pressing 
requests  of  many  friends,  I  have  agreed  to  accept  the  trust  for 
about  two  weeks,  until  the  Directors  can  agree  on  a  proper  person 
to  take  this  troublesome  and  heavy  charge.  As  the  President  of 
the  U.  S.  is  now  about  to  nominate  five  Directors,  and  he  can 
select  one  that  he  might  wish  to  be  the  Prest.  of  the  Uank,  I  have 
no  hesitation  to  say  that  the  present  board  will  make  choice  of 
such  a  gentleman  ;  and  perhaps  Mr.  Crawford  or  Mr.  Cheves  of 
South  Carolina,  or  some  other  gentleman,  that  he  might  think  as 
capable  ;  the  business  of  the  Bank  will  be  much  benefitted.  As 
the  Govt,  have  so  large  a  concern  in  the  Bank,  I  sincerely  hope 
they  will  not  pursue  harsh  measures,  in  consequence  of  what  has 
been  done  by  speculators  ;  for  you  may  rest  assur'd  that  the  Bank 
will  need  all  the  aid  the  Govt,  can  give  it,  or  else  the  consequence 
will  be  serious  and  we  shall  again  have  all  Bank  paper  at  a  great 
discount.     .     .     .  very  respectfully  yr.  most  ob.  Sr. 

James  C.  Fisher. 

Chas.  King  to  R.  King. 

New  York,  27  Jany.,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  panic  which  the  bank  report  at  first  produced  begins  to 
subside,  and  confidence  increases  by  the  retiring  of  Mess.  Jones 
&  Williams.  .  .  .  Still  some  names  are  wanting  to  give  assur- 
ance to  the  public,  that  henceforth  all  shall  be  fair.  If  you  would 
permit  your  name  to  be  among  those  which  the  President  should 
submit  to  the  Senate,  and  with  it  those  of  Mr.  Lloyd  of  Boston, 
Mr.  Gracie  or  Mr.  Bayard  from  here,  and  some  other  high  name 
from  the  South,  it  would  at  once  restore  all  confidence,  &  by 
once  or  twice  attending  the  general  meeting  of  the  Directors,  and 
determining  upon  the  general  principles  upon  which  the  bank 
should  be  conducted,  you  would  fulfil  all  that  would  be  required 
of  you  &  render  essential  service  to  the  public.  You  will  proba- 
bly hear  of  this  from  other  quarters,  and  it  is  much  desired  that 
you  will  acquiesce  in  such  an  arrangement.     .     .     . 

yrs.  truly 

Chas.  King. 
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This  letter  was  answered  on  the  29th  by  Mr,  King,  say- 
ing :  "  No  consideration  would  permit  me  (even  if  proposed) 
to  be  nominated  by  the  President  as  a  Government  Director." 

J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  January  28,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

We  are  all  waiting  anxiously  for  the  first  Tuesday  in  February, 
the  day  on  which  by  law  a  Senator  of  the  United  States  must  be 
appointed.  Last  evening  the  Martling  People  had  a  large  Caucus 
amounting  to  about  60  Members  of  both  branches  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, at  which  Mr.  Young,  now  in  the  Senate  of  this  State,  was 
nominated  as  their  Candidate  to  supply  your  place.  He  was  se- 
lected as  the  most  likely  man  to  draw  support  from  the  Clintonian 
party,  having  been  until  lately  a  decided  Clintonian  &  as  such  was 
made  one  of  the  Canal  Commissioners.  Mr.  Spencer,  the  pre- 
sent member  of  Congress,  is  spoken  of  by  the  Clintonians  as  their 
Candidate  ;  they  have  not  yet  decided  on  this  point ;  should  there 
be  three  in  nomination,  there  will  probably  be  no  choice.     .     .     . 

Affectionately  yours 
John  A.  King. 

C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Jan.  29,  1819. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  The  newspapers  say  Mr.  Clay  has  surpassed  Sheridan's 
famous  Harangue  in  Hastings'  Trial.  If  your  Judiciary  Bill  shall 
pass  the  House,  and  Monroe  should  have  the  Baseness  to  put 
Holmes  on  the  Bench  instead  of  Mason,  he  will  act  worse  than  I 
have  predicted,  though  I  never  believed  he  would  or  could  do  as 
well  as  from  various  motives  we  are  disposed  to  presume  in  this 
Part  of  the  Country.  I  have  a  strong  wish  the  Legislature  of  N. 
York  should  re-elect  you  to  the  Senate.  Whether  they  do  or 
not,  you  have  the  satisfaction,  that  most  men  of  all  Parties  con- 
sider the  Honour  &  Prosperity  of  the  Country  much  involved  in 
the  Question,  and  I  cannot  refrain  from  believing  that  the  State 
will  consult  its  own  Reputation  in  their  doings 

.  •  .  .  .  .  -^  • 

I  remain  as  ever  your  faithful  Friend 

C.  Gore. 
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James  C.  Fisher  to  R.  King. 

Philada.,  Jany.  30,  18 19. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  received  your  two  letters  you  did  the  honor  to  write  me, 
and  ])erfectly  accord  in  sentiment  with  you,  that  unless  the  Specu- 
lative Directors  resign  or  are  put  out  of  the  Bank,  it  will  injure 
the  National  Credit.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  last  election  for 
Directors  has  been  so  managed  as  to  leave  out  all  the  speculators 
except  two  or  three,  and  they  have  lost  all  their  influence,  so  that 
if  the  Bank  can  now  be  placed  on  safe  ground  it  may  yet  prove 
of  immense  benefit  to  the  Country.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  that 
you  are  in  hopes  that  Congress  will  not  pursue  the  Bank  by 
issuing  a  scire  facias  ;  if  they  do,  it  will  almost  destroy  the  Bank, 
and  many,  many  innocent  people  will  be  ruined.  Measures  are 
now  abt.  to  be  adopted  by  the  present  Board,  altho'  not  the 
gentlemen  whom  you  and  myself  know  much  of  ;  yet  they  appear 
to  me  to  try  to  do  what  is  right  and  honorable. 

The  Board  meet  on  Tuesday  when  several  resolutions  will  be 
offered  (and  I  have  no  doubt,  they  will  be  carried),  which  will 
cause  the  speculators  I  fear  much  loss,  as  the  Board  of  Directors 
seem  determined  to  make  them  pay  ten  pr.  Ct.  on  all  the  Stock 
hypothecated  to  the  Bank  and  the  same  sum  every  60  days. 
This  must  be  effected  in  order  to  place  the  Bank  on  a  sure 
foundation. 

The  commercial  interest  has  suffered  much  in  this  City,  and 
had  they  not  been  strong  in  money,  there  would  have  been  more 
serious  Bankruptcies  than  have  as  yet  appeared.  For  when  I  tell 
you  that  the  Bills  and  Notes  discounted  on  personal  security  were 
12  months  past  near  Seven  Millions  in  this  City,  and  now  are  not 
more  than  1,800,000  you  will  think  with  me  that  we  must  have  a 
large  Capital  among  the  Commercial  men — more  especially,  as  all 
the  State  Banks  have  also  reduced  their  loans  ;  and  such  was  the 
influence  of  the  speculatn.  and  Baltimore  influence  at  the  Board, 
that  the  three,  or  at  most  four,  of  us  in  the  minority  must  have 
had  severe  duty  ;  but  they  would  not  listen  to  reasonable  meas- 
ures, and  none  condemn  their  own  conduct  ;  but  it  's  too 
late,  as  eventually  from  present  appearances  they  will  be  the 
sufferers.     .     . 

I  am  apprehensive  you  will  think  me  troublesome,  but  my  fears 
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are  roused  ;  for  if  any  thing  should  cause  the  Bank  to  stop  paying 
specie,  all  credit  will  be  afloat,  and  then  when  shall  we  get  our 
currency  correct  again.  Government  has  caused  the  Bank  much 
loss  and  trouble  by  their  paying  off  the  Louisa.  Stock — for  when 
I  tell  you  the  demand  for  two  millions  was  made  at  the  Bank  for 
specie  in  part  payt.  of  that  stock,  the  Directors  for  a  time  did  not 
know  what  answer  to  give — however  by  prudent  conduct  they 
avoided  paying  the  specie  and  made  an  arrangement  to  pay  by 
bills  on  London  which  saved  the  Bank.     .     .     . 

very  sincerely  yr.  ob.  Servt. 

James  C.  Fisher. 


J.  A,  King  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  February  3,  1819, 
Dear  Sir  : 

Mr.  Clinton  has  obtained  the  Council  by  dint  of  federal  votes 
much  good  may  it  do  him  and  the  State.     I  had  no  hand  in  it 
and  did  all  I  could  to  oppose  it.     I  could  not  vote  for  his  Coun-    j 
cil.     The  manner  in  which  the  federal  party  has  been  treated    ' 
upon  all  occasions  and  most  especially  in  the  nomination  of  the   \ 
Senator,  by  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  adherents,  decided  me  never  to   \ 
give   my  support    to    a    Council    of   his    selection.     Not  willing  j 
therefore  to  throw  away  my  vote,  and  willing  to  bear  my  testi- 
mony against  the  whole  course  of  that   gentleman's  conduct  as 
well  as  to  evince  my  disapprobation  of  the  direction  which  has ;' 
been  given  to  the  sentiments  of  the  majority  of  the  federal  party 
by  some  of  its  interested  and  artful  Leaders,  1    voted  for  the 
Martling  Council — Mr.  Duer  and  Carman  were  the  only  federal- 
ists   who  voted    with    me    for    the  full    ticket — Mr.   Yates,   Mr. 
Barnum,  Mr.  Ross,  and  Mr.  Rosencrantz  compose  the  Council. 

affectionately  yours 

John  A.  King. 
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J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  February  2,  iSrg. 
Dear  Sir  : 

This  day  at  12  the  Legislature  proceeded  to  nominate  a  Sena- 
tor of  the  U.  S.  Mr.  Young  the  Martling,*  Mr.  John  C.  Spencer 
the  Clinton,  and  yourself  the  federal  candidate,  were  openly 
nominated  in  the  Senate  and  Assembly  and  in  neither  body  had 
either  of  the  candidates  a  Majority — Young  had  in  the  Assembly 
45,  Spencer  51,  yourself  28,  John  Wells  (my  vote)  i,  Genl.  Phi- 
letus  Swift  I — The  House  then  proceeded  to  vote  on  a  resolution 
beginning  with  the  candidate  that  had  the  greatest  number  of 
votes,  which  was  lost ;  the  next  highest,  lost  ;  the  lowest,  also 
lost — your  vote  stood  34  ;  4  Madisonians  and  2  Clintonians  vot- 
ing with  us.     Then  a  motion  to  adjourn  was  moved  and  nega- 

*  Democratic  opponents  of  Clinton,  so  named  from  their  having  in  1806 
met  in  Martling's  Long  Room  to  denounce  him. — Hammond,  Pol.  Hist,  of 
N.   v.,  i.,  230. 
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tived.  Thereupon  it  was  suggested,  that  as  there  were  two  other 
gentlemen  nominated,  who  ought  also  to  have  their  chance,  Mr. 
Root  offered  a  resolution  that  Genl.  Swift  be  and  he  is  hereby 
nominated  a  Senator  of  the  U.  S.  &c.  &c.  Mr.  Oakley  moved  to 
strike  out  the  name  of  Mr.  Swift  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  that 
of  John  Wells.  A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  and  a 
division  taken  on  striking  out  and  carried  by  a  Majority  of  2  only. 
Then  Mr.  Oakley  moved  to  fill  the  Blank  with  the  name  of  John 
Wells,  whom  I  had  accidentally  nominated,  rather  than  sit  still  in 
my  place.  I  disapproved  of  this  course,  because  we  ought  to 
have  voted  against  every  name  but  yours  ; — he  had  only  26  votes 
— A  motion  then  prevailed  to  adjourn.*  So  that  the  Legislature 
will  make  no  choice  unless  they  shall  agree  to  repeal  the  Law 
which  confines  the  nomination  to  this  day.  Alexander  Hamilton, 
upon  the  open  nomination  left  his  place,  and  went  into  the  Lobby; 
when  the  question  came  upon  the  resolution  he  voted  for  the 
Martling  candidate,  and  against  the  Clinton  man,  and  previous  to 
the  vote  being  taken  upon  your  name,  he  rose  and  said  "That  his 
situation  was  peculiar.  No  man  esteemed  Rufus  King  more  than 
himself  ;  he  was  the  associate  and  friend  of  his  father,  who  enter- 
tained for  his  patriotism,  his  ability  and  integrity  the  highest  es- 
timation ;  he  had  been  taught  to  feel  the  same  sentiments  and 
did  feel  them  ;  he  had  redeemed  the  pledge  which  he  had  given 
to  his  party  by  voting  for  Mr.  Young  ;  but  all  party  feelings  were 
now  at  an  end.  Rufus  King  as  a  Statesman,  a  patriot,  and  a  man 
who  ever  sought  the  best  interest  of  his  Country,  should  now  re- 
ceive his  vote,  and  he  called  upon  this  House  to  abandon  all 
party  considerations  and  unanimously  to  reappoint  Mr.  King  to 
the  Senate  of  U.  S.,  a  station  for  which  his  abilities  eminently 
qualified  him  and  on  whose  virtue  and  integrity  men  of  all  parties 
might  safely  repose."  John  Ditmas  in  the  Senate  openly,  and 
was  the  only  democrat  who  did,  nominated  you.  Tomorrow  we 
make  the  Council ;  who  will  get  it,  is  yet  doubtful. 

Affectionately  yours 
John  A.  King. 

*  See  an  account  of  this  attempt  to  nominate  a  Senator  in  Hammond's  Pol, 
Hist,  of  N.  Y.,  i.,  p.  482  et  seq. 
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R.  Troup  to  R.  King. 

Geneva,  4  Feby.,  18 19. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  From  the  newspapers  I  infer  that  there  are  various 
speculations  about  your  re-appointment  to  the  Senate.  But  I 
have  no  faith  whatever  in  the  conjectures  favorable  to  your  re-ap- 
pointment. There  is  not  wisdom  or  virtue  enough  in  our  State 
councils  to  retain  you  in  the  service  of  your  country.  I  am  sin- 
cerely apprehensive  that  Mr.  Clinton's  administration  will  be  good 
for  nothing  but  handsome  speeches  and  prosecution  of  the  Great 
Canal.  As  a  lawyer  I  am  pleased  with  the  former,  and  in  the 
latter,  I  have  a  deep  interest  as  a  Western  man. 

I  suspect  from  appearances  that  the  House  of  Representatives 
will  adopt  the  Jacksonian  side  of  public  law. 

Old  Mr.  Williamson,  when  I  was  in  New  York  last  October, 
told  me  that,  as  soon  as  the  Act  for  establishing  the  present  Na- 
tional Bank  had  become  a  law,  he  wrote  to  his  friends  in  N.  Caro- 
lina, cautioning  them  against  meddling  with  the  stock  ;  as  the 
Democrats  intended  to  take  possession  of  the  Bank,  and  that  the 
laxity  of  their  integrity  was  such  as  naturally  to  occasion  a  cor- 
rupt management  of  its  concerns.  His  friends  followed  his 
advice.  The  late  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  I  think,  proves  the  body  of  the  Directors  to 
have  been  afflicted  with  a  lax  so  violent  and  obstinate  that  a 
purge  as  powerful  as  Col.  Pride's,  is  now  necessary  to  cure  it. 
What  a  scandalous  scene  of  swindling  !  How  disgraceful  to  our 
national  character !     .     .     . 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

R.  Troup. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Georgetown,  6tli  Feby.,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  The  long  dispute  between  Genl.  Mason  and  Mr.  Mc- 
Carthy of  Virginia,  a  dispute  that  grew  out  of  the  Election  con- 
troversy between  Genl.  Mason  &  Col.  Mercer,  was  settled  this 
morning  at  Bladensburgh.  They  fought  with  muskets  at  10 
paces,  each  musket  charged  with  two  or  three  balls.  Mason  was 
mortally   wounded   and   died  in  a  short   time  ;    McCarthy   was 
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wounded  in  the  right  arm,  one  of  the  balls  of  Mason's  gun  having 
struck  the  muzzle  of  McCarthy's  and  glanced  in  a  direction  to 
wound  him  in  the  arm.  Truly  yrs. 

R.  K. 
It  is  said  the  guns  were  brought  up  to  the  side,  and  fired  in 
that  position  without  taking  sight. 


R.  King  to  J.  Mason. 

Crawfords,  Feb.  7,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  The  Jackson  debate  which  has  been  going  on  for  three 
weeks,  unless  terminated  last  night,  still  continues,  and  it  is  quite 
likely  that  it  will  be  also  taken  up  in  the  Senate,  tho'  altogether 
agt.  my  inclination.  I  misinterpret  very  much  the  true  meaning 
of  this  debate  for  other  objects  than  to  criticize.  I  conceive  Jack- 
son had  a  prevailing  influence  in  bringing  it  forward  &  ascribing 
to  it  so  much  importance.  The  periodical  election  of  Presidents 
is  without  doubt  the  only  plan  by  which  the  Executive  could  or 
should,  in  the  actual  condition  of  the  Country,  be  provided  ;  but 
it  is  not  and  cannot  be  doubted  that  this  election,  except  perhaps 
in  rare  instances  such  as  those  of  Washington  &  Jefferson,  will  at 
all  times  employ  the  vigilance,  awaken  the  hopes  and  excite  the 
passions  of  a  large  portion  of  the  public  men  of  the  Nation,  and 
in  a  special  manner  will  it  have  this  effect  in  every  question  that 
rouses  the  passions  or  excites  the  prejudices  which  always  exist 
in  popular  governments.  Whether  new  combinations  &  a  posi- 
tive effort  will  show  themselves  at  the  next  election  is  more  than 
I  can  determine,  but  I  think  that  the  attempt  to  substitute  a  suc- 
cessor is  as  likely  to  occur  as  not  to  occur.  This  must  be  left  for 
the  future. 

The  Bank  fever,  for  it  really  amounts  to  fever,  is  quite  another 
affair.  The  bad  administration  of  the  affairs  of  this  company, 
the  little  fulfilment  of  the  expectations  &  predictions  that  the  pro- 
jectors of  the  Bank  encouraged  and  made,  the  positive  difficulties 
of  the  country  by  reason  of  the  number  of  Banks  and  the  excess 
of  paper,  have  produced  a  very  general  dissatisfaction,  and  the 
disappointment  is  altogether  ascribed  to  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S. 

You  will  understand  how  very  few  men  have  any  correct  notions 


206  RUFUS  KING.  [1819 

on  the  subject  of  money,  as  a  currency,  and  will  therefore  easily 
comprehend  the  confusion  of  ideas  —  the  utter  ignorance  of 
a  correct  theory,  as  well  as  the  rash  &  intemperate  measures 
which  in  tlie  present  critical  and,  in  my  view,  dangerous  condi- 
tion of  the  currency  may  manifest  themselves.  According  to 
what  I  hear,  the  H.  of  R.  are  without  any  guide  or  plan  ;  they 
are  angry  &  intemperate,  and  the  difficulties  of  the  State  Banks, 
especially  in  the  interior  and  western  world,  prepare  most  of  the 
members  from  those  quarters  for  any  measures  which  would  put 
down  the  Bank  of  the  U.  S.  Proposition  on  proposition  unfavor- 
able to  the  Bank,  without  a  word  from  any  one  by  way  of  excuse 
or  support,  may,  and  if  this  course  is  persisted  in,  probably  will 
shake  the  public  confidence  and  create  a  run  on  the  Bank  «&  its 
branches  which  they  may  be  unable  to  meet.  If  the  Bank  of  the 
U.  S.  stop,  all  the  other  Banks  south  of  New  England  must  stop 
also,  and  we  may  be  thrown  into  even  a  worse  condition  than  we 
were  in  at  the  close  of  the  war. 

My  own  wish  has  been  that  the  Stockholders  would  be  con- 
vened, that  they  should  purge  the  direction  of  all  the  speculators 
and  stock  jobbers,  that  they  should  apply  for  authority  to  reduce 
their  capital,  which  might  be  done  without  difficulty  to  the  amount 
of  the  hypothecated  shares  (from  8  to  10  millions),  that  the  Presi- 
dent, in  cooperation  with  the  Stockholders,  should  name  four  men 
of  very  respectable  standing  as  the  Govt,  directors,  and  that  the 
new  board  shd.  go  to  work  soberly,  diligently  and  with  all  the  in- 
formation they  possessed,  or  could  acquire,  to  administer  the 
Bank  with  prudence,  and  so  that  it  might  in  some  satisfactory 
degree  fulfil  the  expectations  of  the  Govt,  and  the  public.  But 
whether  this  or  any  other  good  course  will  be  adopted,  I  am  un- 
able to  say  ;  or  whether  the  H.  of  R.  may  not  disappoint  every 
attempt  to  correct  the  past  errors  &  mistakes  which  have  been 
committed,  is  beyond  my  power  to  predict.  I  say  nothing  of  the 
Senate,  where  the  subject  is  scarcely  spoken  of. 

The  Jackson  case  engages  much  of  their  attention,  and  if  I  read 
men  correctly,  a  majority  of  the  Senate,  some  from  one,  others  from 
another  motive,  would  pass  a  vote  of  censure  on  Jackson,  thereby 
imputing  censure  to  the  President  and  to  his  minister  Mr.  Adams. 
You  will  see  the  new  Treaty  with  England.  This  being  effected,  Mr. 
Bagot,  having  obtained  leave  of  absence,  is  soon  to  return  home  ; 
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as  the  Wellingtons  are  in  great  consideration,  he  may  obtain  a 
more  agreeable  mission.  From  France  we  have  nothing  and  I 
believe  expect  nothing.  It  is  said  Gallatin  desires  to  come  home  ; 
it  has  been  said  so  for  a  year  or  more,  but  he  has  not  asked  for 
leave. 

Erving  is  coming  home  from  Madrid  ;  he  asked  leave  of  absence 
on  account  of  health  ;  it  will  be  granted  &  he  will  be  laid  by. 
Forsyth  will  succeed  him  and  he  will  be  nominated  at  the  close 
of  the  session.  Don  Onis  has  received  further  instructions  by 
which  he  is  authorized  to  yield  the  Floridas,  the  U.  S.  taking 
their  claimants  off  from  Spain  and  engaging  to  satisfy  them  ;  and 
instead  of  the  line  of  the  Sabine  from  its  mouth  to  its  source 
and  thence  north  to  the  Missouri,  and  up  the  same  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  along  the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  41st  degree  of 
latitude,  and  on  that  parallel  to  the  Pacific,  heretofore  offered  by 
Spain  as  our  Southern  &  Western  boundary,  Don  Onis  is  said  to 
be  now  authorized  to  take  the  Sabine  from  its  mouth  to  its  source, 
thence  north  to  the  Red  River  and  up  the  same  to  certain  high 
lands  for  west,  along  the  same  northerly  to  the  Arkansas  River, 
up  the  same  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  along  the  same  north- 
erly to  the  41st  degree  of  latitude,  and  so  to  the  ocean  on  that 
parallel. 

It  is  said  the  Western  People  here  object  &  insist  on  going 
West  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  Colorado  River.  What  are 
the  views  of  the  Executive  I  do  not  know  but  I  have  not  the 
smallest  doubt  on  the  opinion  that  we  ought  immediately  to  con- 
clude with  Spain  on  this  boundary.  We  have  enough,  more  than 
enough  of  Western  Territory,  and  it  is  the  highest  imprudence  to 
grasp  at  more.  Having  settled  the  north  boundary  of  Louisiana 
with  England,  our  people  cannot  be  restrained  from  emigrating 
further  &  further  to  the  West.  Two,  three,  some  say  five  regi- 
ments are  to  be  sent  to  the  mouth  of  the  Yellowstone  River, 
which  constitutes  the  great  branch  of  the  Missouri.  This  Fork 
is  about  14  degrees  of  longitude  West  of  the  Mississippi,  which 
is  about  13  degrees  West  of  this  place. 

The  first  consequence  of  this  unnecessary  project  will  be  an  In- 
dian war,  and  it  will  be  the  most  formidable  Indian  war,  in  point 
of  numbers,  in  which  we  have  been  engaged.  But  as  these  Indi- 
ans are  badly  armed  and  their  country  an  open  one,  they  will  be 
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beaten  and  the  regular  army,  with  the  numerous  body  of  militia, 
will  take  a  liking  to  the  country,  which  they  will  begin  to  settle, 
and  the  money  expended  by  the  old  States  will  enable  them  to  do 
so  without  great  inconvenience  especially  as  the  Indian  war,  that 
will  be  long  and  moderate,  will  continue  to  furnish  them  with  re- 
quisite supplies.  The  demands  and  strength  of  the  West  are  in- 
creasing daily,  and  the  vigorous  decision  and  union  of  the  old 
States  decrease  in  a  fully  equal  degree.  I  could  give  you  an  inter- 
esting picture  on  this  subject.  But  if  there  be  none  who  care  for 
what  is  going  on,  why  should  one  endeavour  to  excite  solicitudes 
which  would  be  useless  and  therefore  should  not  be  extended. 

farewell 

RuFUS  King. 


My  dear  Sir  : 


C.  King  to  R.  King. 

New  York,  Feby.  8,  1819. 


In  this  letter,  the  writer  forcibly  states  that  there  is  such 
a  disgust  among  honest  men  in  the  federal  party  at  the 
selfishness  and  disregard  at  Albany  of  the  true  interests  of 
the  State,  that  "  two  or  three  men  of  his  pvvn^age  have  re- 
solved to  check  if  possible  the  system."  They  propose  to  do 
this  through  a  newspaper  under  their  control,  as  the  period 
was  propitious  for  an  attempt  to  "  restore  "  the  federal  party 
by  its  old  and  true  name  and  influence  in  the  affairs  of  the 
State  and  of  the  Union.  It  is  a  subject  of  daily  complaint 
"  that  the  weight  of  the  State,  at  Washington,  is  as  nothing," 
and  that  "  corruption  and  bargaining  every  year  at  Albany  " 
are  well  known  to  prevent  any  high-toned  measure  ;  that 
the  State  has  not  the  influence  "  which  its  wealth,  talent, 
&  physical  power  "  ought  to  have  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation,  and  that  "  those  who  have  usurped  the  rule  and 
maintained  it  by  base  intrigue  and  shameless  corruption  " 
do  not  represent  the  "  sound  and  moral  part  of  the  com- 
munity." He  thinks  that  the  public  mind  requires  only  to 
be  well  directed  to  overturn  this  system  ;  and  that  in  the 
division  existing  in  the  democratic  party,  the  opportunity  is 
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offered  to  his  associates  to  make  an  attempt,  under  an  im- 
perious sense  of  duty,  to  effect  this.     He  concludes : 

The  two  Duers,  Wickham  &  others  of  pure  views  in  the  Coun- 
try will  support  the  effort,  and  your  countenance  &  approbation 
would  be  more  essential  than  all  others.  We  have  not  yet  ma-i 
tured  our  plan  &,  generally,  have  only  resolved  upon  getting  the 
management  of  a  paper,  already  established,  so  that  no  great  ex- 
pense may  be  incurred,  &  one  of  our  number  is  habitually  to 
superintend  its  columns,  while  I  &  others,  when  we  can  find  the 
time,  are  to  do  our  best  to  make  them  worth  reading.  And  herein 
we  should  hope  for  your  assistance  and  that  of  our  other  friends. 
Our  names  will  not  be  public  tho'  they  will  not  be  withheld. 
Having  no  personal  views  we  shall  not  fear  investigation  as  to  our 
motives  ;  and  finally  if  we  do  not  succeed,  shall  at  least  have  the 
consolation  of  reflecting  that  we  did  not  sit  with  our  hands  tamely 
folded,  while  the  character  &  best  interests  of  the  state  are  sacri- 
ficing at  the  shrine  of  a  few  profligate  and  ambitious  leaders. 
Write  to  me  soon  on  this  subject  &  in  the  meantime, 

I  am  Dr  Sir 

Very  Truly  Yours, 

Chas.  King. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 
(^Private?) 


Dear  Sir  : 


9  Feb.,  1819. 


.  .  .  Yesterday  we  had  a  motion  in  the  Senate,  which  was 
the  subject  of  a  few  observations  today,  to  request  the  President 
to  strike  from  the  Rolls  of  the  Army  &  Navy  any  officers  who 
were  directly  or  otherwise  concerned  in  the  late  fatal  and  barbar- 
ous duel.  The  motion,  to  get  rid  of  it,  was  referred  to  the  judi- 
ciary Committee,  where  it  will  sleep. 

As  a  very  high  eulogy  was  pronounced  on  Genl.  Mason,  with- 
out any  notice  of  McCarthy,  I  took  occasion  to  observe  that  these 
parties  stood  alike  in  my  opinion  ;  one  I  knew  a  little,  the  other 
not  at  all.  The  facts  were  variously  stated,  but  all  the  reports 
represent  the  transaction  as  ferocious,  barbarous  &  savage  ;  and 
such  as  no  civilized  code  of  Honor  could  approve  ;  that  a  duel 
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where  one  or  both  must  unavoidably  fall,  was  assassination  and 
dishonorable  combat  ;  and  among  the  polished  nations,  I  con- 
sidered this  to  be  the  decision  of  the  Courts  of  Honor  ;  that  we 
were  too  uncertainly  informed  of  the  true  history  of  this  affair  to 
decide  or  to  request  anything.  According  to  the  statement,  that 
among  others  has  been  in  circulation  respecting  the  arms,  the 
charge  and  the  distance,  the  man  who  fell  is  less  to  be  pitied  than 
the  survivor  ;  that  I  would  not  vote  for  the  address  to  the  Presi- 
dent, nor  was  I  willing  to  vote  for  an  indefinite  postponement 
(which  had  been  proposed)  as  it  might  be  understood  to  imply  an 
approbation  of  what  had  occurred,  or  at  least  an  indifference  on 
the  occasion.  The  postponement  was  withdrawn,  and  instead  of 
an  address  to  the  Pr.  the  proposition  was  referred  to  the  Judicy. 
Comtee. 

It  is  now  said  that  military  men  had  informed  Mason,  that  Mc- 
Carthy had  the  advantage  of  him  in  their  former  disputes  ;  and 
that  the  point  of  honor  was  against  him  ;  he  therefore  came  to 
this  place  and  thro'  a  friend  invited  McCarthy,  who  was  at  a  dis- 
tance, to  come  here  also  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  Mason's 
challenge.  This  McCarthy  complied  with,  arrived  on  Friday, 
reed,  the  challenge,  accepted  it,  and  proposed  that  he  and  Mason 
shd.  each  sit  on  the  same  barrel  of  gun  powder  with  each  a  torch, 
and  that  either  might  touch  the  powder. 

This  being  refused,  Mr.  McCarthy  insisted  on  fighting  that 
evening  at  three  paces  with  muskets,  each  charged  with  fifteen 
buckshot ;  efforts  were  made  to  obtain  the  shot,  but  without  suc- 
cess ;  it  was  then  settled  that  they  shd.  fight  the  next  morning 
with  muskets,  loaded  with  single  balls,  brought  to  a  rest  (position 
of  charging  bayonets)  and  fired  at  the  word,  at  three  paces.  The 
surgeon  stepped  the  ground  and  made  four  paces,  at  which  dis- 
tance the  combatants  were  placed.  McCarthy's  shot  took  place 
&  shattering  Mason's  arm,  the  wound  produced  immediate  death. 
Mason's  ball  hit  the  breech  of  McCarthy's  musket  and  he  was 
wounded  in  the  arm  by  a  splinter. 

Such  is  the  version  of  today — tomorrow's  may  vary,  tho'  I  be- 
lieve not  materially.  Each  had  two  friends  ;  Mason's  of  the 
Army,  McCarthy's  of  the  Navy.  Three  wounds  were  found  on 
Mason's  body,  vertical  and  an  inch  or  more  apart :  this  has  given 
rise  to  the  charge  of  foul  play  on  the  part  of  McCarthy's  friend — 
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one  explanation  is,  that  as  the  bones  of  the  arm  were  much 
broken,  that  two  of  the  wounds  were  made  by  pieces  of  bone 
forced  into  the  body,  a  circumstance  wh.  is  said  to  occur  in  bat- 
tles. Two  or  three  surgeons  have  followed  the  corpse,  wh.  is  re- 
moved to  the  country,  to  ascertain  whether  more  than  one  ball 
was  fired  by  McCarthy,  who  is  at  Alexandria  in  a  state  of  extreme 
misery.  Yrs.  R.  K. 

In  a  letter  to  his  son  Charles,  of  February  loth,  Mr. 
King  says  : 

Our  session  draws  to  a  close,  and  we  are  thinking  of  home, 
&c.  As  the  Legislature  of  New  York  have  chosen  no  Senator, 
and  in  any  event  will  not  re-elect  me,  I,  of  course,  sing  my  canti- 
cle of  "  Nunc  dimittis,"  which  Lord  Bacon  says  is  the  sweetest  of 
them  all. 


lo  Feb.,  1819. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 
{^Private?) 

Dear  Charles  : 

I  have  reed,  your  letter  by  the  last  mail ;  can  well  &  readily 
enter  into  your  views  &  feelings  ;  but  take  a  little  time  for  con- 
sideration &  maturity  ;  add  to  this  the  reflection  that  nothing  shd. 
be  immediately  attempted  which  may  be  construed  into  a  refer- 
ence to  the  recent  occurrence  at  Albany.  The  time  may  come 
when  this  may  be  proper,  and  Mr.  Clinton  made  to  feel  there  are 

limits  to  forbearance. 

Affectionately  yrs 

R.  K. 

[Endorsed — "  Relative  to  Newspaper  project."] 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Washington,  Feby.  11,  1819. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  My  object  now  is  to  enter  into  a  little  explanation  re- 
specting the  Part  I  have  taken  in  the  Senate  in  a  question  that  I 
shd.  be  sorry  to  have  misunderstood  in  Massachusetts.  It  has 
long  been  my  opinion  that  it  wd.  be  good  policy  in  every  direc- 
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tion,  that  the  District  of  Maine  shd.  be  separated  from  Mass.,  po- 
litically as  it  is  naturally,  and  admitted  as  a  new  State  into  the 
Union.  I  would  go  into  the  reasons  for  this  opinion  ;  suffice  it 
now  to  state  two  of  them,  one  that  it  wd.  be  more  easy  for  old 
Massachusetts  to  maintain  her  ancient  institutions,  when  sepa- 
rated, than  it  will  be,  if  connected  ;  and  secondly,  that  as  respects 
the  balance  of  power  in  the  Senate,  which  shifts  rapidly  towards 
the  West,  it  is  a  good  policy  to  multiply  the  numbers  of  this  body 
from  the  North. 

As  the  coasting  laws  now  exist,  the  coasters,  laden  with  do- 
mestic articles  only,  go  from  District  to  District  in  the  same  State, 
and  between  adjoining  States,  without  entering  or  clearing  at  the 
Custom  House  ;  while  the  same  vessels  with  the  same  cargoes, 
going  from  one  to  another  State  which  is  not  an  adjoining  one  on 
the  sea  coast,  must  enter  &  clear  on  their  departure  or  arrival. 

Hence  if  Maine  be  separated  and  erected  into  a  new  State,  as  New 
Hampshire  will  intervene  between  Maine  &  Massachusetts,  the 
coasters  of  the  former  must  clear  out  from  Maine  &  enter  in  the 
Custom  Houses  in  Massachusetts.  This  will  increase  their  ex- 
penses, and  as  the  Coast  of  Maine  in  a  direct  line,  extends  four 
hundred  miles,  and  by  its  indentures  six  hundred,  and  there  are 
only  eleven  Custom  Houses,  the  coasters  wd.  be  obliged,  on  a  trip 
to  Boston,  to  go  15  or  20  miles  in  many  cases  to  clear  out  ;  during 
the  time  required  for  this  service,  the  vessel  wd.  be  unemployed, 
the  crew  on  wages  with  nothing  to  do,  and  perhaps  a  fair  wind. 
The  coasting  tonnage  of  Maine  is  about  50,000  tons  ;  the  seamen 
between  2500  &:  3000.,  being  one  ninth  part  of  the  whole  tonnage 
employed  in  the  coasting  trade. 

On  the  question  of  separation,  this  body  of  men  were  deterred 
from  agreeing  to  the  separation  by  the  apprehension  that  they 
would  be  obliged  to  incur  the  additional  expense  &  trouble  wh. 
wd.  arise  from  being  required  to  enter  &:  clear  their  vessels  laden 
with  domestic  articles  only,  instead  of  going,  as  now,  freely  to 
Boston  &  the  other  Ports  of  Mass.  As  this  impediment  grows 
out  of  a  law  of  the  U.  S.  it  seems  reasonable  so  to  modify  the  law 
as  to  obviate  this  hindrance  to  an  impartial  decision. 

Without  explaining  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  detail,  it  alters 
the  existing  Regulations  so,  that  the  condition  of  the  coasters  in 
Maine  will  remain  precisely  the  same,  whether  the  District  remain 


1 819]  LIFE   AND   CORRESPONDENCE.  21 3 


as  it  is,  or  be  separated  and  made  into  a  new  State.  The  law 
purports  to  be  an  alteration  of  the  coasting  laws  &  has  no  refer- 
ence to  the  question  of  separation,  which  will  be  left  as  it  shd,  be, 
to  be  determined  by  the  State. 

Otis  &  Miller  opposed  the  Bill,  but  it  will  pass  the  Senate  by  a 
great  majority.  My  agency  has  been  at  the  desire  of  my  brother 
William,  with  whom  on  this  subject,  I  have  agreed  in  opinion. 

I  hear  nothing  of  the  hoped  for  cordiality  between  the  Genl. 
Govt,  here  and  your  repenting  Federalists,  nor  do  I  see  any  evi- 
dence thereof  more  now  than  formerly  ;  while  I  sufificiently  un- 
derstand the  actual  state  of  affairs  here,  or  the  hopes  ^  the  fears  of 
men  in  &:  men  intriguing  to  get  into  Power,  to  be  quite  sure  that 
no  such  gratification  can  or  will  be  made. 

Farewell  affectionately  yrs 

RuFus  King. 

P.  S.  Protect  me  from  misrepresentation  on  the  Maine  ques- 
tion. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Senate  Chamber,  nth  Feby.,  1819. 

I  wrote  you  a  few  lines  yesterday  and  intended  to  have  resumed 
the  subject  today,  but  I  have  been  so  occupied  with  some  busi- 
ness committed  to  my  charge  in  the  Senate,  that  I  have  had  not  a 
moment  to  give  to  the  consideration  of  yr.  letter.  I  can  only  be 
explicit  on  one  point,  and  on  that  repeat,  that  self  respect  pro- 
hibits me  from  taking  any  step,  while  the  subject  is  pending  be- 
fore the  Legislature,  from  assenting  to  any  measures  that  wd. 
evince  regret  for  what  has  taken  place,  or  the  desire  that  the 
decision  shd.  be  my  re-election. 

If  Mr.  C.  throws  away  his  claim  to  my  forbearance,  I  shall  not 
offend  in  not  permitting  him  to  attempt  my  degradation,  without 
suffering  something  in  his  turn.  But  this  is  perfectly  confidential. 
I  should  disrespect  myself  and  my  duties  to  make  this  insinuation 
so  that  it  could  by  possibility  reach  him  or  affect  his  proceedings. 
My  wish  is  that  he  shall  pursue  his  course,  and  leave  me  where  I 
am  quite  inclined  to  remain,  a  private  individual.  I  shall  then 
know,  after  proper  consideration,  what  may  be  due  to  myself  and 
others. 

R.  K. 
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R.  King  to  E.  King. 

Georgetown,  D.  C,  Feby.  12,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  observe  by  the  newspapers  that  Mr.  Worthington  is 
not  elected  to  the  Senate  by  your  Legislature,  but  that  Col. 
Trimble  is  to  be  Mr.  Morrow's  successor,  and  that,  in  addition 
to  other  qualifications,  he  has  that  of  having  been  shot  through 
the  body  during  the  late  war.  If  this  should  continue  to  be 
required,  in  order  that  gentlemen  should  be  deemed  qualified 
for  the  Senate  of  the  U.  S.,  I  can  have  no  wish  that  you  should 
become  one  of  its  members. 

The  newspapers  have  informed  you  that  the  Legislature  of 
New  York  have  made  no  choice  as  yet.  ...  I  am  entirely 
out  of  the  question,  and  feel  no  regret  that  such  is  my  condition. 
My  own  self-respect  does  not  suffer  me  to  feel  the  mortification, 
that  I  might  perhaps  feel,  were  I  conscious  that  I  was  deficient 
in  fidelity  to  the  Country  or  in  capacity  to  serve  it.  This  how- 
ever should  be  a  little  admonition  to  you  to  devote  yourself  and 
your  talents  and  your  time  to  the  concerns  and  welfare  of  your 
family.  Your  independence  and  their  happiness  will  be  more 
certainly  promoted  by  this  course,  than  by  giving  yourself 
up  to  the  service  of  the  Public,  which  may  lay  you  aside  and 
disregard  the  benefits  derived  from  your  services  not  only  with 
marks  of  ingratitude,  but  with  apparent  satisfaction.  These 
observations  do  not  apply  to  myself  ;  but  they  do  apply  strongly 
to  the  case  of  Mr.  Worthington  ;  for  all  who  are  acquainted  with 
his  zeal,  services  and  success  in  advancing  and  providing  for  the 
best  and  highest  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  know  that  no  other  man 
has  done  so  much,  and  very  few  were  able  to  do  so  much,  for 
the  advantage  «Sr  permanent  benefit  of  the  State  of  Ohio  as  he 
has  done.     .     .     . 

A  sad  occurrence  took  place  here  a  few  days  past  between 
General  Mason  and  his  cousin  Major  McCarthy  of  Virginia.  .  .  . 
[An  account  of  the  particulars  and  of  the  result  of  the  duel  is  here 
given. — Ed.]  I  regard  this  duel  as  ferocious,  barbarous  and 
savage,  repugnant  to  any  code  of  honor,  where  the  thirst  for 
blood  or  the  malignant  purpose  of  destroying  the  life  of  another 
are  the  motives,  instead  of  the  desire  to  protect  individual  honor  ; 
and  private  combat  degenerates  to  assassination,  and  the  mali- 
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cious  purpose  should  meet  the  universal  indignation  of  honorable 

men. 

I  am  very  faithfully  yrs. 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  J.  Mason. 

Washington,  20  Feby.,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Some  time  since  I  wrote  to  you  a  letter  too  long  &  too  unim- 
portant to  be  worth  your  deciphering  ;  I  now  add  a  few  lines  to 
say  that  the  Treaty  with  Don  Onis  is  settled  &  the  copies  are 
preparing  for  signature  on  the  22d,  when  it  will  be  laid  before 
the  Senate. 

Spain  cedes  the  Floridas  in  sovereignty,  and  in  consideration 
thereof  the  U.  S.  release  Spain  from  all  claims  by  American  citi- 
zens on  account  of  illegal  captures,  condemnations  &c  and 
engage  to  satisfy  these  claims  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  five 
millions  of  dollars  ;  a  commission  to  be  established,  the  Commrs. 
to  be  appointed  by  the  President  &  Senate,  to  liquidate  and,  if 
necessary,  apportion  these  claims.  The  boundary  to  be  as  fol- 
lows :  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  Sabine  River  &  up  the 
River  to  its  source,  thence  north  to  the  Red  River  &  up  the 
River  to  the  looth  degree  of  west  Longitude,  thence  north  to 
the  Arkansas  River,  and  up  the  River  to  its  source  in  the  Rocky 
Mountains  and  then  north  or  south,  as  requisite,  to  the  42°  of 
N.  Latitude,  and  along  this  parallel  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  An 
article  respecting  the  delivery  of  seamen,  deserting  from  the  ves- 
sels of  the  two  parties,  is  also  included  in  the  Treaty.  This  set- 
tlement is  one  of  much  importance,  as  it  will  compose  the  temper 
of  the  zealous  &  turbulent  men  of  the  west,  who  desire  and 
would  gladly  engage  in  a  Spanish  war.  As  it  respects  land,  the 
Floridas  we  want  ;  of  lands  in  the  west,  we  have  already  more 
than  enough. 

I  sometime  since*  made  a  motion  to  abolish  all  credit  in  the 
future  sales  of  the  public  lands  :  a  bill  for  this  purpose  has 
passed  the  Senate  to  take  effect  in  July  1820  ;  it  should  have 
been  on  the  ist  of  Jany.  next,  and  I  am  in  hopes  the  H.  of  R. 
will  fix  on  this  day. 

*  December  18,  1818. 
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Already  a  debt  of  about  15  mills,  of  dols.  is  contracted  ;  the 
debtors  are  scattered  thro',  and  indeed  compose  the  population 
of  four  or  five  new  States.  Nine  Laws  have  in  annual  succession 
passed  to  postpone  payments  when  due  ;  a  tenth  is  on  its  pas- 
sage, and  during  the  session  a  motion  was  made  in  the  House  to 
take  off  the  interest  of  the  debt.  Postponement  is  matter  of 
course  ;  abatement  of  interest  would  follow,  and  ultimately  the 
release  of  the  debt  or  separation.  I  consider  the  confining  all 
future  sale  to  cash  payments  the  most  important  law  that  has 
been  passed  for  sev.  years. 

very  faithfully  &c 

RuFUS  King. 


J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  February  26th,  18 19. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  From  all  I  can  learn,  there  will  not  be  a  Law  intro- 
duced during  this  Session  for  the  appointment  of  a  Senator  to 
the  United  States.  The  Martling  Men  are  afraid  of  the  measure, 
and  the  Clintonians  are  quite  as  willing  that  this  State  should  be 
left  without  its  quota  in  the  Senate  of  U.  S.,  as  that  there  should 
be  there  a  representation,  which  would  not  consent  to  promote 
their  views  and  interest.  I  have  seen  a  letter  from  Washington 
which  intimates  an  opinion  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has 
had  influence  enough  to  convince  the  Executive  and  some  of  its 
strong  friends,  that  it  would  be  impolitic  at  this  time  for  the 
Martling  party  here  to  take  any  part  with  federalists  in  procuring 
a  law  to  be  passed  for  that  purpose.  Walter  Bowne  told  me  last 
evening  that  there  was  not  a  single  man  of  his  party  of  any  stand- 
ing in  it,  who  was  not  decidedly  favorable  to  your  re-appoint- 
ment ;  but  that  they  were  afraid  of  the  effect  which  such  a 
proceeding  might  have  upon  their  party  throughout  the  state — It 
is  conceived  that  there  can  be  no  appointment  by  the  Governor, 
the  vacancy  not  having  happened  in  the  Recess — and  such  was 
the  construction  in  the  case  of  Genl.  Schuyler.     .     .     . 

Affectionately  yours. 

John  A.  King. 

During  this  session  of  Congress  the  Territories  of  Illinois 
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and  Alabama  were  admitted  as  States  into  the  Union,  and 
that  of  Missouri  asked  also  to  be  permitted  to  take  her  place 
among  the  other  States.  This  involved  the  serious  question 
of  the  extension  of  slavery  into  the  common  property  of  the 
United  States  as  a  permanent  institution,  and  met  with  de- 
termined opposition  and  on  the  other  hand  with  as  relentless 
a  purpose  on  the  part  of  the  slave-holding  States  to  carry  out 
the  right  they  claimed  to  take  the  institution  into  the  new  pos- 
sessions west  of  the  Mississippi.  It  was  indeed  a  question  of 
the  balance  of  power  between  the  free  and  the  slave  States. 
If  Missouri  was  admitted  with  slavery  allowed,  the  slave 
States  would  have  a  majority  ;  if  without  it,  the  free  States 
would  be  able  to  control  the  character  of  any  new  States  that 
might  be  admitted  and  slavery  would  be  shut  up  where  it 
then  existed.  The  interests  as  well  as  the  passions  of  the 
upholders  of  slavery  were  deeply  involved,  and  the  debates 
in  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  especially  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  were  characterized  by  the  most  violent 
expressions  of  opinion  on  both  sides  of  the  question.  The 
House  passed  a  bill  to  admit  the  State,  but  with  a  proviso 
that  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  should  be  per- 
mitted, which  was  returned  by  the  Senate  with  this  proviso 
stricken  out.  Both  Houses  adhered  to  their  positions,  and 
this  result  having  been  reached  on  the  last  day  of  the  session 
of  Congress,  the  bill  was  lost. 

While  the  speeches  in  the  House  of  Representatives  were 
carefully  reported  and  printed  in  the  Amials  of  Congress, 
those  in  the  Senate  do  not  appear  to  have  been  taken  down 
and  preserved.  But  Mr.  King  twice  addressed  that  body, 
maintaining  that  while  under  the  Constitution  the  right  to 
hold  slaves  in  the  States  where  it  then  existed  was  unques- 
tioned, under  the  same  Constitution  there  was  no  authority 
to  allow  its  extension  into  the  new  Territories,  which  had 
been  acquired  by  the  people  of  all  the  States  and  were  com- 
mon property,  and  in  which  the  free  States,  in  which  slavery 
did  not  exist,  had  equal  rights  with  those  in  which  it  did  ; 
that  slavery  was  not  a  national  right,  but  allowed  only  where 
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it  already  existed,  and  that  therefore  all  the  country  had  a 
right  to  discuss  and  decide  the  question  of  its  extension. 
In  an  appendix  will  be  found  the  arguments  in  his  two 
speeches,  written  out  by  himself  by  request  and  published 
in  November,  18 19. 


W.  King  to  R.   King, 

Bath,  Maine,  5  March,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  am,  in  common  with  the  people  of  Maine,  much  obliged  by 
your  particular  attention  to  the  Coasting  Bill.     .     . 

If  you  will  give  us  your  general  views  (on  the  Separation  of  the 
District)  so  that  they  can  be  published  in  a  pamphlet  form,  it  is 
confidently  expected  they  will  do  away  the  last  remnant  of  oppo- 
sition in  this  District.  The  territory  of  Maine  is  much  larger 
than  that  of  (all)  New  England,  besides  it  is  about  equal  to  that 
of  our  average  State.  Her  tonnage  is  now  one  eighth  part  of  the 
whole  tonnage  of  the  U.  States  ;  and  from  the  extent  of  coast, 
the  fisheries  and  the  best  of  harbors  will  no  doubt  maintain  that 
proportion.  The  population,  the  last  Census  228  thousand,  is 
now  more  than  three  hundred.  The  settlement  is  just  commen- 
cing in  the  best  lands  of  the  District,  which  are  in  the  interior. 
There  is  no  reason  why  Maine  should  not  increase  her  inhabit- 
ants as  fast  as  the  western  States,  if  her  Legislation  should  be 
adapted  to  the  settlement  of  the  District.  Maine  is  a  frontier 
and  more  exposed  than  any  other  portion  of  the  Union,  not  only 
as  it  respects  her  seaboard,  but  from  her  northern  &  eastern 
frontier  adjoining  a  foreign  nation. 

The  above  are  among  the  points  which  can  be  touched  with 
great  effect  in  the  District,  at  the  present  time,  and  no  one  is 
more  capable  of  doing  this  than  yourself  ;  your  views  on  this  sub- 
ject might  be  addressed  to  me  ;  or  to  the  People  of  Maine,  which 
would  be  flattering  to  them  and  for  which  they  would  be  ex- 
tremely grateful. 

very  affectionately  your  brother 

W.  King. 

[Endorsed — "Ansd.  with  copy  of  the  Speech."] 
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R.  King  to  E.  King. 

Philadelphia,  March  12,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

We  arrived  here  on  the  loth,  on  our  way  home,  but  a  snow 
storm,  that  commenced  soon  afterwards,  still  continues,  and 
being  in  a  port,  we  decline  leaving  it  before  the  weather  becomes 
more  settled.  We  consider  our  journey  in  a  great  measure  past, 
as  the  greater  part  of  the  bad  roads  and  miserable  inns  are  be- 
hind us.  At  Baltimore  we  embarked  ourselves,  servants,  horses 
and  carriage,  and  came  up  to  Frenchtown  in  a  very  fine  steam- 
boat. ...  I  have  been  very  little  abroad  except  to  call  at 
the  P.  Office,  hear  nothing  of  what  is  passing,  except  that  re- 
specting the  Bk.  of  the  U.  S.,  the  late  decision  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  the  arrival  of  the  new  President,  Mr.  Cheves,  seem  to 
be  very  auspicious  circumstances.     .     .     . 

Affectionately 

R.  K. 
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Wm.  Lee  to  John  Trumbull. 

Washington,  April  2,  18 19. 
My  dear  Col.  : 

I  had  some  conversation  with  the  President  on  the  manner  of 
executing  the  Washington  monument  for  the  Capital  and  intended 
to  have  said  more  to  him  on  the  subject.  .  .  .  On  your 
account  and  in  a  national  point  of  view,  you  ought  most  certainly 
to  be  charged  with  this  business.  If  it  is  entrusted  to  Canova 
he  will  give  it  to  some  of  his  students.  .  .  .  Besides  this  who  is 
there  except  yourself  who  can  give  the  drawings  for  the  statue 
and  the  designs  for  the  bas  reliefs.  We  must  use  our  endeavours 
to  bring  this  affair  about  in  the  Fall.  I  wish  you  would  converse 
with  Mr.  King  on  the  business  ;    he  has   great   influence   here. 

220 
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Apropos,  is  New  York  to  return  Mr.  King  to  the  Senate.       He  is 

an  honor  to  the   State  and  an  ornament  to  the  country — our 

"  Corinthian  Capital."     He  is  friendly  to  the  administration  and 

they  to   him.     All   the   prominent  measures  in   the  Senate  last 

Session  were  originated  &  supported  by  him,  and  in  that  body  he 

is  highly  respected.     I  hope  for  the  credit  of  the  State  he  will  be 

continued.     I    have   written   to   another  friend    Colden    on   the 

subject.     .     .     . 

tout  a  vous, 

Wm.  Lee. 

John  Trumbull  to  Wm.  Lee. 

New  York,  July  2,  1819. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  am  ashamed  to  find  that  your  very  friendly  letter  of  April  2nd 
is  still  unanswered.  In  truth  the  long  illness  and  death  of  Mrs. 
King  have  prevented  my  having  any  communication  with  him 
upon  the  subject,  and  I  have  deferred  writing  until  I  could  con- 
sult him.     He  has  not  yet  been  in  town  since  her  death. 

For  myself,  I  confess  that  a  visit  to  Rome,  for  the  purpose 
which  you  suggest  would  be  highly  gratifying,  if  it  could  be  prop- 
erly arranged.  I  trust  that  I  might  be  of  use  in  preparing  the 
Model  for  the  Statue,  as  well  as  the  Bas  Reliefs  which  ought  to 
ornament  the  pedestal ;  and  the  study  of  the  admirable  works  of 
Italy  might  enable  me  very  essentially  to  improve  what  I  have 
still  to  execute  for  the  Nation. 

What  will  be  the  result  of  our  election  of  a  Senator  from  this 
State  cannot  be  foreseen.  If  the  Interest  and  Honor  of  the  State 
were  to  be  the  guide,  there  could  be  no  doubt  :  for  every  one 
knows  the  important  influence  which  Mr.  King  (and  through  him 
the  State)  holds  in  the  Senate  of  the  U.  S.  ;  and  every  one  knows 
that  no  one  can  be  sent  in  his  place,  whose  influence  can  equal 
his,  until  at  least  Experience  shall  have  been  added  to  Talent. 
But,  my  dear  Sir,  such  are  not  always  the  considerations  which 
influence  popular  elections  even  in  this,  the  freest,  wisest,  happi- 
est of  all  Governments.  We  hope  however  that  common  sense 
will  prevail.     .     .     . 

your  friend  &  Servt. 

J.  T. 
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W.  King  to  R.  King. 

Bath,  May  loth,  1S19. 

Dear  Sir  : 

The  question  of  the  separation  in  Maine  looks  well ;  all  our 
Senators  and  three  fourths  of  our  Representatives  at  least  will  be 
separatists.  Opposition  to  the  measure  has  almost  ceased  in  this 
District.  We  are  to  expect,  I  understand  the  most  decided  oppo- 
sition from  old  Massachusetts  in  the  Legislature  ;  they  now  state 
that  the  question  must  be  submitted  to  the  people  of  Massachusetts 
proper,  as  well  as  to  the  people  of  Maine  ;  they  state  also  that  it 
is  not  a  question  which  the  Legislature  can  decide,  but  that 
it  must  be  decided  by  the  People.  Some  of  the  opposing  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  will  take  this  ground  as  most  likely  to 
effect  their  object.  Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  give  me  your 
views  on  this  subject  and  direct  to  me  at  Boston. 

The  opposition  from  old  Massachusetts  will  be  considerable, 
but  I  am  now  convinced  the  separation  will  be  effected  ;  the 
people  of  Maine  feel  much  indebted  to  you  for  your  aid  ;  should 
an  occasion  offer,  they  will,  I  am  confident,  feel  gratified  in  mak- 
ing a  suitable  return. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  find  that  Mr.  Clinton  is  soon  to  be 
placed  where  the  unprincipled  of  every  party  ought  to  be  ;  new 
associations  are  forming,  and  I  sincerely  hope  the  best  of  all  par- 
ties will  finally  be  found  acting  together.     .     .     . 

Your  Brother 

W.  King. 

[Endorsed,   "  Ansd.  20th  May  1819."] 

To  this  the  following  remarks,  which  are  inclosed  in  the 
above  letter  and  in  the  handwriting  of  Rufus  King,  appear 
to  be  his  answer. 

"  There  can  be  no  doubt  or  question  respecting  the  competence 
or  authority  of  Mass.  to  consent  that  the  District  of  Maine  shall 
be  formed  and  erected  into  a  new  State  ;  and  the  Constitution  of 
the  U.  S.  provides  that  such  consent  shall  be  by  the  Legislature 
thereof.  As  this  Constitution  is  posterior  to  that  of  Massachu- 
setts, it  modifies  the  same,  and  so  far  as  regards  this  subject,  con- 
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stitutes  the  only  mode  in  which  a  State  can  consent  that  a  new- 
State  can  be  formed  within  its  jurisdiction. 

"  The  article  provides  that  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  is  neces- 
sary to  the  formation  of  a  new  State  within  its  Jurisdiction.  An- 
other article  of  the  Constitution  provides  that  the  Senators  from 
each  State  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Legislature  thereof.  And  as 
well  may  it  be  concluded  that  Senators  may  be  chosen  by  the 
People,  in  virtue  of  a  law  for  the  purpose  ;  as  that  the  consent  of 
a  State  may  be  given  by  the  People  thereof  to  the  formation  of  a 
new  State  within  its  Jurisdiction.  In  neither  case  can  their  acts 
be  so  performed,  because  the  manner  of  their  being  done,  being 
prescribed,  the  same  can  only  be  done  in  conformity  to  the  same, 
all  other  modes  being  prohibited. 

"  The  writers  upon  public  &  constitutional  laws  have  expressed 
doubts  whether  from  the  nature  and  principles  of  a  free  State, 
there  any  where  exists  a  delegated  power  competent  to  alienate  & 
cede  a  portion  of  its  Territory  or  Jurisdiction.  Without  entering 
into  this  discussion,  it  might  sufifice  to  observe  that  all  States  or 
Nations,  owing  to  the  instability  and  endless  changes  in  human 
affairs,  have  yielded  to  a  law  that  none  can  control,  &  in  their  turn 
been  obliged  to  exercise  this  power.  Accordingly  we  have  seen 
that  France,  Spain,  the  States  of  Germany  as  well  as  Italy,  Portugal, 
Holland  &  England  have  recognized  &  sanctioned  this  power. 
The  Treaties  between  the  Powers  of  Europe  abound  with  these 
examples,  and  demonstrate  that  the  law  of  nature  &  of  necessity 
is  stronger  than  the  theories  of  philosophy.  The  States  of 
America  have  added  their  sanction  to  this  truth.  Massachusetts 
herself  has  ceded  Territory  &  Jurisdiction.  In  1784  Massachu- 
setts by  an  Act  of  the  Legislature  authorised  her  Delegates  in  the 
Congress,  to  cede  to  the  U.  S.  such  portion,  as  they  should  deem 
expedient,  of  her  Territory  &  Jurisdiction  west  of  the  Hudson's 
River  and  east  of  the  Mississippi,  and  her  Delegates  accord- 
ingly ceded  to  the  U.  S.  all  such  Territory  &  Jurisdiction  to  the 
west  of  a  meridian  line,  twenty  miles  westward  of  the  Straight  or 
River  Niagara. 

"And  afterwards  by  another  act  of  her  Legislature,  appointed 
commissioners,  with  power  jointly  with  the  Comrrs.  of  N.  York, 
to  settle  and  adjust  the  controversy  respecting  the  lands  lying 
between  the  Hudson  &  Niagara  Rivers,  and  within  the  N.  &  S. 
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limits  of  the  Colonial  charter,  which  adjustment  &  settlement 
was  accomplished  ;  whereby  Massachusetts  ceded  her  claims  of 
Jurisdiction  and  New  York  ceded  her  claim  of  Territory  to  some 
millions  of  acres  of  the  most  valuable  lands  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  which  Massachusetts  afterwards  sold  to  Gorham  tv:  Phelps. 
"  Virginia  as  well  as  Massachusetts,  Con.,  S.  Carolina,  N.  Carolina 
and  Georgia  also  ceded  by  acts  of  their  respective  Legislatures, 
lands  &  Jurisdiction  to  the  U.  S.  The  Territory  of  the  States 
N.  W.  of  the  Ohio,  of  Tennessee,  Mississippi,  &  Alabama  were 
all  ceded  to  the  U.  S.  by  the  Legislative  acts  of  the  States  to 
which  the  same  originally  belonged  by  their  respective  charters. 
N,  York,  in  like  manner  ceded  her  claim  to  Western  lands,  and 
for  a  payment  in  money  ceded  her  claim  to  the  lands  lying  with- 
in the  State  of  Vermont." 

The  answer  of  Col.  Trumbull  to  Mr.  Lee's  letter  of  April 
2d,  though  of  much  later  date,  not  only  closes  the  matter 
alluded  to  but  suggests  also  a  reason  for  his  not  having 
sooner  responded, — that  Mr.  King  had  not  been  in  the  city 
since  the  death  of  his  wife,  and  therefore  he  had  not  been 
able  to  communicate  with  him.  The  following  letters  give 
some  account  of  the  serious  nature  of  Mrs.  King's  sickness 
after  her  return  home  from  Washington  on  March  12th. 
Her  health  had  been  delicate  for  many  years,  and  yet  she 
always  accompanied  her  husband  in  his  journeys  to  Wash- 
ington and  residence  there.  These  journeys  had  always 
been  made  in  their  own  travelling  carriage,  arranged  with 
such  conveniences  as  experience  had  suggested  for  comfort. 

C.  Gore   to   R.  King. 

Waltham,  May  16,  1S19. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

A   fortnight  ago   Frederick  [R.  King's  youngest  son,  then  at 

Harvard]   informed  me  that  he  had  received  a  letter  from  you, 

stating  that  his  mother  was  quite  ill  at  N.  York  and  unable  to 

return  to  Jamaica,  and  that  leave  might  be  obtained  for  him  to  go 

home,  which  was  granted.     He,  at  my  request,  promised  to  write 

as  soon  as  he  arrived  the  state  of  her  health.     We  have    been 
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anxiously  waiting  for  news,  but  have  received  none.  We  most 
earnestly  hope  that  she  is  safe  at  Jamaica  and  regaining  strength 
Mrs.  Gore  unites  with  me  in  affectionate  regards  to  your- 
self and  Mrs.  King,  of  whose  health  we  hope  to  have  pleasing 
accounts.  Your  faithful  Friend 

C.  Gore. 

Mrs.  Edward  King,  in  a  letter  from  Chillicothe,  May  30, 
1819,  says  to  Mrs.  King: 

"We  are  very  anxious  to  hear  from  you  as  Mr.  King's  accounts 

of  your  health  are  not  so  good  as  we  wish  and  now  that  we  have 

warm  weather,  we  are  doubly  so  in  the  hope  that  it  may  prove 

beneficial.     We  trust  that  a  few  weeks  of  favorable  weather  with 

sufficient   air   and    exercise   will   rapidly    restore   you. 

Accept  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  your  repeated  kindnesses  and  be 

assured  that  I  shall  never  forget  them.     With  my  most  affectionate 

remembrances,    to   yourself    and    Mr.    King,    believe    me   your 

affectionate 

"Sarah  A.  King." 

It  would  appear  that  for  a  time  after  the  return  from 
Washington  Mrs.  King  remained  in  New  York,  but  in  the 
latter  part  of  May  she  was  able  to  go  to  Jamaica,  where 
on  the  morning  of  June  5th  she  died,  and  was  buried  in  the 
old  churchyard  of  Grace  Church,  Jamaica,  at  a  spot  within 
sight  from  the  windows  of  the  home  she  had  so  long 
occupied. 

Of  Mrs.  King  there  are  few  memorials ;  her  contem- 
poraries have  nearly  all  passed  away,  and  none  can  now 
speak  of  her  character  from  personal  knowledge.  From  every 
report,  we  know  that  her  married  life  was  certainly  a  happy 
one,  her  gentle  nature  and  confiding  disposition  being  met 
on  the  part  of  her  husband  with  respect,  affection  and  true 
loyalty  to  her.  The  mother  of  several  children,  of  whom 
five  sons  grew  up  to  manhood  and  survived  her,  she  was 
ever  the  loving  and  careful  parent,  the  prudent  adviser  and 
the  centre  of  their  affections  in  the  home  she  made  so 
pleasant   to    them.      She   and    her   husband   had    but    one 

VOL.  VI.— 15. 
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thought  for  their  welfare,  and  they  all  gave  their  love  and 
confidence  in  return.  Though  in  every  way  fitted  by  per- 
sonal beauty,  attractive  manners,  and  dignified  carriage  to 
adorn  the  society  in  which  her  own  right  and  the  distin- 
guished positions  occupied  by  her  husband  entitled  her  to 
move,  her  life  was  rather  that  of  the  home  circle,  where, 
with  the  devoted  friends  she  made,  she  was  always  happiest. 
Withal  she  was  a  faithful  Christian  woman,  a  member  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  she  had  been 
nurtured,  by  whose  Bishop,  Provoost,  she  had  been  married, 
and  by  whose  impressive  service  her  mortal  remains  were 
laid  at  rest,  "  in  the  confidence  of  a  certain  faith,  in  the 
comfort  of  a  reasonable,  religious,  and  holy  hope." 

Such  are  the  estimates  of  her  character  which  have  been 
handed  down,  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  when,  after 
prolonged  illness,  her  presence  was  withdrawn,  there  were 
grief  and  loneliness. 

It  may  be  here  stated  that  after  this  event,  Mr.  King  con- 
tinued to  live  by  himself  at  his  house  at  Jamaica,  until,  a  few 
months  before  his  death,  he  went  to  New  York. 

To  the  trouble  recorded  above  were  added  about  this 
time  some  unexpected  demands  for  a  considerable  sum  of 
money,  under  circumstances  which  he  considered  he  ought 
to  assist  in  relieving,  but  which,  he  says,  at  the  time  was 
done  with  some  inconvenience  to  himself.  It  was  only  the 
beginning  of  pecuniary  difificulties,  which,  in  his  endeavor 
to  help  others,  caused  him  much  anxiety  and  loss,  and 
extended  over  several  years  before  their  settlement. 

John  Trumbull  to  R.  King. 

June  5,  1819. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

Among  the  many  friends  who  will  offer  their  condolence  on  the 
irreparable  loss  which  you  have  met,  none  can  be  more  sincere 
than  we  who  knew  so  long  and  esteemed  so  very  highly  the  dear 
being,  who  is  gone  to  her  reward. 

To  Mrs.  Trumbull  in  particular  her  kindness  was  uniform  and 
invaluable,  and  her  regret  for  the  loss  of  her  first  and  best  Ameri- 
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can  friend  will  be  deep  and  lasting.     We  pray  for  your  health  and 
that  you  may  enjoy  the  consolation  of  a  Christian, 
I  am  most  faithfully,  my  dear  Sir 

your  Servant  &  friend 
Jno.  Trumbull. 

C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  June  lo,  1819. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

Yesterday  the  New  York  paper  announced  the  death  of  our 
excellent  friend  Mrs.  King.  Your  last  letter  left  us  little  hope  of 
her  long  continuance  and  Frederick's  absence  confirmed  all  our 
fears.  Sickness  and  disease  had  so  worn  her  constitution  and 
wasted  her  strength,  that  I  much  apprehend  she,  for  years,  has 
enjoyed  but  little  respite  from  suffering.  Under  this  considera- 
tion we  ought  not  to  repine  at  an  event  which  relieves  from  incur- 
able pain  ;  yet  the  final  separation  from  the  cheerful  companion 
of  our  youthful  days  and  maturer  years,  the  disinterested  partner 
of  all  our  joys  and  sorrows,  must  be  an  affliction  of  the  deepest 
degree.  Thus  we  know  you  cannot  avoid  feeling  it,  and  most 
truly  do  we  sympathize  with  you  on  the  melancholy  occasion. 

Our  long  and  intimate  acquaintance,  our  constant  experience 
of  her  unaffected  worth  and  goodness  made  us  of  one  family.  To 
us  she  was  a  tender  friend  and  affectionate  sister  and  as  such  we 
shall  never  cease  to  love,  to  cherish  and  respect  her  memory. 

For  the  last  three  weeks  I  have  been  extremely  sick.  The 
fortnight  past  I  have  scarcely  been  from  my  bed.  My  right  knee 
has  attained  nearly  its  natural  size,  but  in  this  last  sickness  my 
left  became  extremely  inflamed  and  swelled.  It  has  somewhat 
subsided  and  I  am  so  much  better  as  to  sit  up  and  use  my  pen  for 
the  first  time  these  last  fourteen  days. 

My  wife  unites  with  me  in  affectionate  regards  and  I  remain 

your  ever  faithful  friend 

C.  Gore. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  July  17,  1819. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.     .     .     Our  commerce  is  at  a  stand  ;  no  one  feels  confidence 
that  a  voyage  of  any  sort,  or  to  any  country,  will  be  more  likely  to 
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give  profit  than  loss.  The  merchants,  who  during  the  last  year 
and  winter  were  engaged  in  the  Asiatic  trade,  particularly  with 
British  India,  will  suffer  losses  ;  and  those  who  purchased  and 
imported  the  cotton  crop  of  the  Southern  States,  will  be  losers  to 
nearly  or  quite  a  third  of  the  capital  invested.  The  effect  is  a 
very  serious  pause  in  trade.  The  reduction  of  prices  will  be  felt 
by  the  cotton,  tobacco  and  wheat  growers,  whose  incomes  will  be 
impaired.  Indeed  the  competition  which  these  articles  encounter 
in  foreign  markets,  from  which  they  are  not  excluded,  has,  or  will 
so  reduce  their  prices,  that  a  mere  return  of  the  cost  of  produc- 
tion can  only  be  expected.  I  heard  of  an  adventure  of  tobacco, 
sent  to  New  York  from  Kentucky  thro'  the  Mississippi ;  the  expense 
of  transportation,  commission,  &c,  amounted  to  more  than  four 
cents  per  pound,  and  it  sold  at  New  York,  for  five  cents.  This  is  a 
little  example  of  the  fruits  or  productions  of  the  Western  country, 
that  has  been  indulging  in  golden  dreams,  and  fascinating  our 
Northern  People,  who  have  many  of  them  gone  to  this  region  of 
fertility. 

That  country  is  involved  in  debt,  and  their  embarrassments  are 
in  their  turn  afflicting  them.  What  will  be  the  consequence  upon 
their  legislation  and  judiciary  remains  to  be  seen.  Their  habits 
of  expense,  like  those  of  the  rest  of  us,  must  of  necessity  be 
allowed.  If  we  cannot  sell,  we  shall  be  unable  to  buy  ;  our  for- 
eign importations  must  be  contracted,  for  nobody  will  trust  us,  if 
we  are  unable  to  pay  our  debts.  This  abridgment  of  imports  and 
of  trade  and  navigation  must  abridge  the  pub.  revenue  ;  on  the 
actual  scale  of  expenditures  (the  objects  whereof,  except  such  as 
the  Army  &  Navy,  are  likely  to  be  continued)  Congress  must 
usually  raise  about  25  millions.  At  the  rate  of  our  imports,  we 
must  annually  import  sixty  or  seventy  millions  value  of  goods  for 
consumption,  to  yield  this  revenue.  Unless  our  products  can  pay 
for  these  goods,  which  under  present  appearances  is  impossible, 
this  revenue  must  fail  and  recourse  must  be  had  to  internal  taxes 
again,  wh.  never  should  have  been  repealed,  especially  that  on  the 
distilleries. 

your  sincere  &  faithful  friend 

R.  K. 
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R.  King  to  J.  Q.  Adams,  Sec'y  of  State,  etc. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  Aug.  26,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  took  occasion  last  winter  to  confer  with  you  respecting  a 
claim  of  my  friends  A.  Gracie  &  Sons,  upon  the  French  Govt.  ; 
and  the  instruction  respecting  the  same  afterwards  given  to  Mr. 
Gallatin  led  to  the  hope,  as  all  others  have  with  advantage  called 
upon  the  restored  Govt,  for  indemnities,  that  our  People  would 
also  be  heard  and  in  certain  cases  that  their  losses  would  also  be 
made  good.  I  have  seen  an  extraordinary  letter  from  the  French 
Minister,  the  Baron  Lewis  to  Mr.  Parish,  respecting  this  claim, 
in  which  after  admitting  the  robbery  of  the  Imperial  Govt.,  and 
the  well  founded  claim  of  MM.  Gracie  &  Sons,  the  Baron  states 
that  the  claim  cannot  be  allowed  ;  assigning  for  this  refusal  most 
unsound  conclusions,  equally  in  contradiction  of  justice  &  the 
Treaty  of  1801  between  France  and  the  U.  S.  MM.  Gracie  & 
Sons  will  send  to  you  copies  of  the  Baron  Lewis'  letter  and  a 
letter  from  their  advocate  at  Paris. 

I  had  supposed  that  1  shd.  never  more  have  occasion  to  refer 
to  or  speak  of  the  Decrees  of  Berlin  and  Milan — nevertheless  I 
will  say  a  word  or  two  of  them  in  connection  with  this  claim  of 
MM.  Gracie  &  Sons.  '^\v^  Decree  of  November  1806  ^\2iC^^  the 
Br,  Islands  in  a  state  of  Blockade,  closed  the  French  ports  agt. 
vessels  that  had  been  in  &  arrived  from  an  English  port,  and  in 
case  of  concealment  thereof,  confiscated  such  vessels  and  cargoes. 

The  Decree  of  Nov.  1807  declared  all  vessels  which  had  been 
in  an  English  port,  or  visited  by  an  English  Cruizer,  deiiational- 
ized  and  liable  to  confiscation  if  captured  by  French  Cruizers,  or 
found  in  a  port  of  France  or  of  her  allies. 

These  ships  of  MM.  Gracie  &  Sons  sailed  with  innocent  car- 
goes from  the  U.  S.  for  Antwerp,  then  a  French  port,  consigned 
to  the  house  of  Parish  &  Co.  On  their  voyage  they  were  detained 
by  Eng.  Cruizers  and  sent  into  England  ;  after  a  short  detention, 
were  released,  and  without  adding  to  or  diminishing  their  cargoes 
arrived  at  Antwerp  some  months  before  the  Decree  of  Nov.  1807. 

These  vessels  were  arrested  as  coming  from  an  Eng.  port,  a  fact 
neither  concealed  nor  denied,  but  openly  avowed  and  explained, 
by  the  Protests  of  the  masters. 

As    the    first    Decree    only  closed    the    French    ports   against 
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vessels  arriving  from  England,  permission  was  offered  to  the  ves- 
sels to  depart  with  their  cargoes  ;  but  it  being  the  opinion  of  the 
Consignees  that  the  Decree  would  not  be  applied  to  vessels  which 
had  gone  by  compulsion  into  the  ports  of  England,  permission 
was  obtained  to  land  the  cargoes,  to  sell  as  much  of  them,  as 
would  pay  the  port  charges  of  the  vessels,  and  on  giving  bond  for 
the  ships  &  so  much  of  the  cargoes  as  were  sold  for  the  charges, 
the  ships  were  released  and  returned  to  the  U.  S. 

The  Baron  Lewis  says  in  his  letter  to  Mr.  Parish,  "  que  I'autorite 
superieure  ordonna  (May  4, 1810)  que  la  vente  des  cargaisons  serait 
effectuee  sur  le  champ,"  which  w^as  done  June  15,  1810,  and  the 
money  deposited  "  a  la  caisse  d'amortissement  "  (the  Sinking  Fund 
where  money  in  the  custody  of  the  Law  remains  during  the  pendency 
of  the  suit)  and  afterwards,  "  aussi  d'apres  ces  ordres  superieures," 
withdrawn  from  the  "  caisse  d'amortissement,"  and  paid  into  the 
public  Treasury,  "  comme  definitivement  acquis  a  I'elat." 

The  Bonds  for  the  Ships  and  so  much  of  the  cargoes  as  was 
sold  to  pay  expenses,  were  during  the  Imperial  Govt,  remitted  and 
delivered  up  to  Parish  &  Co. 

The  bare  recital  of  this  Proceeding  suffices  to  prove  its  injus- 
tice. A  word  may  be  added  still  further  to  confirm  the  same. 
The  Convention  of  i8or,  which  endured  8  years  between  the 
U.  S.  and  France,  provided,  "  Art.  6  That  commerce  between  the 
two  nations  should  be  free." 

"Art.  22.  that  the  established  prize  courts  alone  should  take 
cognizance  of  prizes  ;  that  the  Decree  of  condemnation  should 
assign  the  motive  thereof  and  furnish  a  copy  to  the  claimant." 
Other  articles  relate  to  &  define  Blockades  &  provide  that  free 
bottoms  should  make  free  goods. 

These  ships  &  cargoes  were  entitled  to  the  protection  of  this 
Convention  ;  they  were  in  no  manner  liable  to  confiscation  ;  the 
order  to  sell  the  cargoes,  to  pay  the  money  into  one  chest,  then 
to  remove  it  to  another  to  be  applied  to  the  public  service,  was  no 
adjudication  of  the  property  ;  which  to  this  day  has  not  by  any 
tribunal  been  condemned. 

The  English  are  receiving  large  sums  by  way  of  indemnity  for 
the  violation  of  the  commercial  Treaty  made  before,  and  broken 
by,  the  revolutionary  Govt,  of  France  ;  and  why  should  not  we 
also  be  indemnified  for  losses  occasioned  by  the  seizure  of  our 
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property  in  time  of  Peace  &  in  the  ports  of  France,  likewise 
in  violation  of  a  treaty  of  Commerce.  The  object  of  this  letter  is 
to  ask  the  favor  of  you,  with  the  President's  permission,  to  men- 
tion this  claim  again  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  thro'  him,  to  press  this 
claim  upon  the  justice  of  the  restored  Government. 
With  great  Respect,  yr.  mo.  ob.  Servt. 

RuFus  King. 

Mr.  King  appears  to  have  made  a  visit  to  Boston  and  to 
his  friends  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gore  in  October  of  this  year,  and 
to  have  had  his  portrait  taken  at  this  time  by  Stuart,  though 
it  was  not  then  finished.  The  following  letter  from  Mr.  Gore 
refers  to  the  visit  and  to  the  picture. 

C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Oct.  19,  1819. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

I  regretted  not  seeing  you  immediately  before  your  departure, 
but  debility,  which  I  could  not  surmount,  prevented  it. 

Forget  not  my  picture  and  pray  press  on  Stuart  its  early  com- 
pletion. It  will  gladden  my  remaining  days,  be  they  few  or 
many.  Among  the  comforts  I  enjoy,  and  they  are  not  stinted, 
none  afford  me  so  much  satisfaction  as  the  continued  regard 
and  attention  of  those  I  have  long  esteemed  and  affectionately 
loved  ;  and  I  can  say,  with  perfect  truth,  of  none  so  much  as 
yourself,  of  whose  kindness  and  friendship,  I  have  experienced 
the  most  gratifying  testimony  in  your  late  visit.  With  my  warm- 
est wishes  for  health  and  happiness,  and  the  prosperity  of  all  that 
are  yours  I  remain 

Your  true  and  faithful  friend 

C.  Gore. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Oct.  27,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  expected,  in  consequence  of  my  observation  on  the  subject, 
that  the  Report  of  the  conversation  ascribed  to  me,  by  Mr.  Miller 
would  have  been  sent  to  me,  in  order  that  I  might  myself  deter- 
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mine  whether  any  or  what  notice  should  be  taken  of  it  on  my  au- 
thority ;  and  certainly,  if  this  had  been  done,  I  should  not  have 
dictated,  nor  consented  to,  the  article  wh.  is  contained  in  the 
American  of  this  morning.* 

I  must  remonstrate  agt.  the  publication  of  facts  that  in  conver- 
sation I  may  have  mentioned  ;  and  think  it  altogether  improper 
that  the  transaction  respecting  Mr.  Clinton's  electioneering  meas- 
ures at  Boston  shd.  be  coupled  with  the  late  misrepresentation  of 
me  by  Mr.  Miller. 

Having  an  utter  aversion  to  being  brought  before  the  Public  in 
affairs  of  this  sort,  I  must  be  left  at  liberty  as  to  the  time  & 
manner  of  my  Exhibition. 

Yrs. 

R.  K. 

As  before  stated,  the  speeches  of  the  members  of  the 
Senate  upon  the  question  of  the  admission  of  Missouri  Ter- 
ritory as  a  State  of  the  Union  were  not  reported,  and  there- 
fore the  arguments  against  it  could  not  be  satisfactorily- 
ascertained.  This  was  the  cause  of  the  correspondence  here 
presented. 

*  The  article  in  The  American  of  October  27,  1819  (of  which  a  portion  was 
published  on  page  288  of  Volume  V.  of  this  work),  begins  as  follows  : 

"  It  has  long  been  notorious  that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton,  without  stopping 
too  nicely  to  inquire  into  the  nature  of  the  means  they  employ  think  all  fair 
which  may  tend  to  promote  his  views  ;  still  there  are  certain  reserves,  which 
even  among  the  keenest  political  struggles,  a  man  of  honor  disdains  to  over- 
step ;  and  at  the  very  head  of  these  is  that  scrupulous  regard  for  veracity,  which 
never  can  be  departed  from,  without  losing  all  claim  to  the  character  of  a  gentle- 
man. .  .  .  Mr.  Sylvanus  Miller  recently  stated  to  a  respectable  lawyer  in  this 
city,  that  on  board  the  boat,  before  many  gentlemen,  Mr.  Rufus  King  had  said, 
that  although  he  did  not  approve  of  Mr.  Clinton's  conduct  as  a  politician, 
he  thought  him  the  best  man  offered  as  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
that  he  (Mr.  King)  considered  the  opposition  to  Mr.  C.  as  utiprinciplcd.  On 
being  asked  if  this  could  be  substantiated,  Mr.  Miller  replied  that  it  could 
satisfactorily,  as  a  number  of  gentlemen  were  present,  and  added  that  it  might 
be  relied  on.  This  conversation  having  been  communicated  to  several  gentle- 
men, the  report  soon  reached  us  ;  when  at  our  request  it  was  repeated  substan- 
tially, as  we  have  given  it  above  ;  and  having  submitted  the  memorandum 
thereof,  made  at  the  time,  and  read  over  and  acquiesced  in  by  our  informant,  to 
Mr.  King,  he  authorized  us  to  declare  the  same,  as  far  as  relates  to  him,  utterly 
and  entirely  without  foundation.     .     .     . " 
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John  T.  Irving  to  R.  King. 

New  York,  igth  Nov.,  18 19. 
Sir  : 

We  are  desired  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  appointed  at  the 
late  general  meeting  in  this  city,  to  request  that  you  will  favor 
the  committee  with  the  substance  of  the  remarks  delivered  by  you 
in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  Missouri  Bill.  The 
committee  believe  the  publishing  those  remarks,  will  promote  the 
great  object  they  have  in  view,  and  they  will  therefore  esteem  it 
a  particular  favor  if  you  will  comply  with  their  request. 
We  have  the  honor  to  be 

in  behalf  of  the  Committee 
Your  Hum'b  Ser 

Jno  B.  Coles 

Chairman 
Jno  T.  Irving 

Sec'y. 
[Endorsed,  "  Ansd.  22  and  sent  a  copy  of  my  speeches.     R.  K."  ] 


R.  King  to  Messrs.  John  B.  Coles  and  John  T.  Irving, 

Committee,  etc.* 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  Nov.  22,  1819. 
Gentlemen  : 

Conformably  to  your  request  in  behalf  of  the  committee  ap- 
pointed by  the  late  meeting  in  the  city,  on  the  business  of  the 
Missouri  Bill,  I  have  the  honor  to  send  you  the  substance  of  two 
speeches,  that  I  delivered  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
when  this  bill  was  under  its  consideration. 

As  my  notes  are  imperfect,  I  may  have  omitted  some  remarks 
made  on  that  occasion,  and  added  others  which  were  not  made  ; 
the  communication  however  contains  the  substance  of  my  obser- 
vations, and  my  present  opinions  upon  this  important  subject — I 
am  particularly  anxious  not  to  be  misunderstood  on  this  subject, 
never  having  thought  myself  at  liberty  to  encourage,  or  to  assent 
to,  any  measure  that  would  affect  the  security  of  property  in 
slaves,  or  to  disturb  the  political  adjustment  which  the  Constitu- 

*  See  Appendi.x  IV.  to  this  volume  for  the  speeches. 
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tion  has  established  respecting  them  ;  I  desire  to  be  considered 
as  still  adhering  to  this  reserve  ;  and  that  the  observations,  which 
I  send  you,  should  be  constructed  to  refer,  and  be  confined,  to 
the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  the  new  States,  to  be  formed  beyond 
the  original  limits  of  the  United  States — a  prohibition  which  in 
my  opinion  Congress  have  the  power  to  establish,  and  the  omission 
of  which  may,  as  I  fear,  be  productive  of  the  most  serious  con- 
sequences. 

With  great  respect  and  esteem, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen, 
your  most  obedient  Servant 

RuFUS  King. 

Richard  Peters,  Jr.,  to  R.  King. 

November  23,  1819. 

Dear  Sir  : 

The  American  Convention  for  promoting  the  Abolition  of  Slav- 
ery and  improving  the  condition  of  the  African  race,  believing 
that  those  who  formed  the  Federal  Constitution  did  not  contem- 
plate that  the  concession  to  the  supposed  interests  and  prejudices 
of  the  Slave-holding  States  in  favor  of  their  claim  to  perpetuate 
slavery  among  them,  would  at  any  subsequent  period  be  urged  as 
a  justification  of  further  claims  to  extend  slavery  beyond  the  limits 
of  those  States  in  which  it  was  then  tolerated,  and  believing  that 
to  authorize  the  introduction  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States,  would  not  only  be  inconsistent  with  the  character 
and  spirit  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  but  will  be  subversive  of 
the  best  interest  of  the  Nation,  have  viewed  with  heartfelt  satis- 
faction and  thankfulness  the  humane  &  noble  efforts  made  in 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  by  many  of  its  distinguished 
members  to  prevent  the  further  extension  of  slavery  in  the  pro- 
posed State  of  Missouri  and  the  Territory  of  Arkansaw. 

The  Convention  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  afforded 
to  them  by  their  present  session  to  declare  these  sentiments  and 
to  accord  this  testimony  of  their  approbation  of  the  labours  of 
those  wise  and  good  men,  who  were  on  that  occasion  the  advo- 
cates of  the  cause  of  their  country  and  of  humanity. 

The  Convention  taking  into  consideration  the  importance  and 
necessity  of  disseminating  correct  information  on  this  subject,  are 
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desirous  that  in  addition  to  the  interesting  discussions  on  the  floor 
of  Congress  at  the  last  session  which  have  been  printed  &c,  the 
speeches  of  Rufus  King  Esquire,  Senator  from  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  James  Burrill  Esquire,  Senator  from  the  State  of 
Rhode  Island  shall  be  published,  have 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  Convention  communicate 
the  grateful  sense  entertained  by  this  Body  of  their  labors  in  favor 
of  the  constitutional  rights  of  their  country  and  the  true  interests 
of  humanity,  and  that  he  request  from  them  copies  of  the  Speeches 
delivered  by  them  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  during  its 
last  session,  on  the  proposition  to  prohibit  the  increase  of  slavery 
in  the  State  of  Missouri  and  the  Territory  of  Arkansaw. 

Richard  Peters,  Jr. 
President. 

Missouri    Question. 

Endorsed,   "  Heads   of  Answer   to   Mr.    Peters,   Prest.   Abolition 

Society  Phi  la." 

R.  King  to  R.  Peters,  Jr. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  Nov.  30,  iSig. 
Sir: 

Having  been  for  some  days  absent  from  home,  I  did  not,  until 
my  return  last  evening,  receive  your  letter  of  the  23d.,  requesting 
a  copy  of  my  speech  in  the  Senate  on  the  Missouri  Bill.  I  have 
much  reason  to  believe  that  the  Society  over  which  you  preside, 
and  at  whose  instance  you  make  this  application,  have  overrated 
my  poor  efforts,  which  I  made  during  the  last  Session  of  Con- 
gress to  prevent  the  extension  of  slavery  beyond  the  Mississippi. 
Having  been  privately  requested  in  behalf  of  the  late  public 
meeting  in  New  York  to  furnish  a  Copy  of  my  observations  in 
the  Senate  upon  this  subject,  I  prepared,  as  well  as  my  recollec- 
tion enabled  me  to  do,  and  sent  to  their  Committee  the  substance 
of  these  observations  ;  a  printed  Copy  I  have  now  the  honor  to 
send  you. 

I  am  aware  of  the  disapprobation  with  which  the  most  guarded 
discussion  of  the  question  of  Slavery  is  received,  having  so  often 
witnessed  the  painful  solicitude  which  it  excites  in  the  bosoms  of 
good  and  honorable  men.      On  the  late  occasion,  therefore,  I  en- 
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deavouredas  far  as  possible  to  avoid  such  topics,  however  advan- 
tageous to  my  argument,  as  would  be  likely  to  awaken  those 
feelings,  which  cannot  be  wholly  controled,  if  slavery  becomes 
the  subject  of  debate. 

In  respect  to  slavery  in  the  old  States,  as  well  as  in  the  new 
ones,  which  have  been  formed  out  of  them,  the  observance  of 
this  reserve,  is  enjoined  by  correct  interpretation  of  the  Consti- 
tution. The  adjustment  wh.  it  establishes  in  respect  to  direct 
taxes  and  Reps.,  and  the  directions  which  it  prescribes  for  taking 
the  periodical  Census,  are  among  the  primary  provisions  of  the 
Constitution. 

In  virtue  of  these  regulations,  and  of  the  rights  reserved  to  the 
States  respectively,  the  States  where  slavery  exists  are  unquestion- 
ably the  exclusive  judges  of  whether  slavery  shall  be  continued 
within  their  area,  or  the  slaves  gradually,  or  at  once,  emancipated.' 
No  person  who  has  taken  the  pains  to  examine  this  latter  subject, 
whatever  may  be  his  opinion  respecting  slavery,  will  hesitate  to 
pronounce  it  to  be  a  question  full  of  embarrassment  and  difficulty. 

The  disputed  claim  of  the  Miss.  Bill  presents  another  and  dis- 
tinct question.  It  has  no  reference  to  the  adjustment  arising  out 
of  the  mutual  concessions  of  the  old  States,  but  is  confined  to 
Missouri  and  other  new  States  wh.  are  forming  beyond  our  antt. 
limits,  preparatory  to  their  admission  into  the  Union.  The  forms 
of  government  in  these  new  States  which  are  to  become  addi- 
tional links  in  the  chain  of  our  Union,  the  principles  of  their 
Constns.,  and  the  establishment  or  exclusion  of  slavery  are  sub- 
jects which  are  not  only  connected  with  the  general  welfare,  but 
which  affect  the  rights,  interests  and  opinions  of  all  the  citizens 
of  the  U.  S. 

The  admission  of  new  States  into  the  Union,  while  confined  to 
our  primitive  territory,  has  been  a  subject  of  little  attention  on 
the  part  of  the  people  ;  and  seems  to  have  been  sometimes  not 
only  premature,  but  almost  a  matter  of  course  in  Congress.  Be- 
ing about  to  pass  over  our  original  boundary,  the  exercise  of  this 
trust  is  becoming  much  more  important  than  we  have  hitherto 
considered  it,  and  while  it  calls  for  the  fullest  deliberation  and 
for  greater  circumspection  of  Congress,  it  cannot  be  thought  un- 
worthy of  the  reasonable  and  temperate  consideration  of  the  great 
body  of  the  People,  whose  right  to  discuss  and  express  their 
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opinion  on  this  subject  cannot  be  denied  and  will  not  be  dis- 
paraged. Each  will  feel  the  obligation  in  whatever  he  does,  to 
do  it  with  moderation  and  in  friendship  towards  these  new  States, 
whose  welfare  and  freedom  cannot  be  indifferent  to  us,  and  whose 
affections  we  should  do  all  in  our  power  to  engage.  Every 
citizen  who  disapproves  of  the  introduction  of  slavery,  or  the 
continuance  thereof  in  his  own  State,  ought  to  object  to  the 
establishment  of  Slavery  in  Missouri,  or  any  other  new  State 
beyond  our  antt.  limits. 

Considering  the  fidelity  with  which  all  are  disposed  to  adhere 
to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  on  the  subject  of  slaves, 
provisions  from  which  the  States,  where  slavery  is  prohibited,  de- 
rive no  benefit,  I  have  thought  it  will  be  felt  to  be  a  little  less 
liberal  towards  these  States  than  might  be  expected,  should  the 
other  States  insist  upon  the  entrance  of  slavery  beyond  the  Mis- 
sissippi ;  a  measure  which  can  in  no  way  add  to  the  enjoyment  or 
security  of  their  own  constitutional  rights,  but  which  will  operate 
to  the  peculiar  disadvantage  &  humiliation  of  the  States  where 
slavery  is  prohibited. 

Yours,  &c  R.  King. 


Missotiri. 


The  constitution  of  Massachusetts  declares  that  "the  body 
politic  is  formed  by  a  voluntary  association  of  individuals.  It  is 
a  social  compact  by  which  the  whole  People  covenants  with  each 
Citizen,  and  each  Citizen  with  the  whole  People,  that  all  shall  be 
governed  by  certain  Laws  for  the  common  Good.  .  .  .  The  end  of 
the  institution,  maintenance,  and  administration  of  Government 
is  to  secure  the  existence  of  the  body  politic,  to  protect  it,  &  to 
furnish  the  individuals  who  compose  it,  with  the  power  of  enjoy- 
ing, in  safety  &  tranquility,  their  natural  rights  &  the  blessings  of 
life  :  and  whenever  these  great  objects  are  not  obtained,  the  Peo- 
ple have  a  right  to  alter  the  Government,  and  to  take  measures 
necessary  for  their  safety,  prosperity  &  happiness." 

In  pursuance  of  these  fundamental  Principles  the  people  of  the 
several  states  in  the  year  1788,  did  alter  their  respective  Govern- 
ment and  establish  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S. 

The  second  section  of  the  fourth  article  whereof  contains  these 
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important  provisions,  first — "  The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be 
entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  Citizens  in  the  several 
States."  second — "  No  person  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one 
State,  under  the  Laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall  in  con- 
sequence of  any  Law  or  Regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from 
such  service  or  Labor  ;  but  shall  be  delivered  up,  on  claim  of  the 
Party  to  whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due." 

By  another  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S.  the  Con- 
gress have  power  to  admit  new  States  into  the  Union.  Suppose  they 
should  admit  a  new  State,  by  an  article  in  whose  constitution,  a 
portion  of  the  Citizens  of  Masstts.  described  in  language  not  to  be 
misunderstood,  should  be  excluded  from  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  Citizens  in  the  new  State — suppose  that  these  excluded 
Citizens,  in  virtue  of  the  social  compact  of  Massachusetts  should 
present  a  memorial  to  that  State,  complaining  of  this  violation  of 
their  rights  ;  as  the  same  section  of  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S. 
which  in  one  paragraph  "  entitles  the  Citizens  of  each  State  to  all 
privileges  &  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States,"  but 
another  provides  "that  persons  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one 
State  shall  not  be  discharged  therefrom  by  the  Laws  or  Regula- 
tions of  another,  but  in  case  of  escape  shall  on  demand  be 
delivered  up" — suppose  these  memorialists  in  consequence  of  the 
suspension  by  the  consent  of  Congress  of  one  branch  of  the  sec- 
tion, should  call  on  Massachusetts  to  suspend  in  that  state  the 
other  branch  of  the  same  section,  the  suspension  to  continue  only 
so  long,  as  the  memorialists  should  continue  to  be  deprived  of 
their  Privileges  and  immunities  in  the  same  State. 

What  would  be  the  answer  of  Massachusetts  ?  What  it  might 
be,  any  one  may  predict.  The  subject  is  most  grave  ;  the  conse- 
quences of  further  perseverance  should  excite  reflection. 

Good  faith  &  the  just  and  scrupulous  observance  of  Compacts 
between  States,  are  not  mere  topics  for  the  exercise  of  debating 
societies.  These  are  subjects,  which  nearly  concern  the  honor 
and  safety  of  Nations  :  great  advantages,  or  disadvantages,  cannot 
be  permanently  secured,  or  imposed,  by  the  construction  of 
national  Compacts — wise  governments  will  not  claim  the  one,  and 
none  but  weak  ones  submit  to  the  other. 
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Daniel  Corry  to  R.  King, 

Augusta,  Maine,  Nov.  30,  18 19. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Congress  being  about  to  convene,  I  presume  this  will  find  you 
at  Washington.*  For  some  time  past  I  had  intended  to  write  & 
express  to  you  my  thanks  for  the  able  &  efficient  aid  rendered  by 
yourself  in  procuring  the  law  of  Congress  which  regards  the 
"  coasting  trade."  It  has  served  to  facilitate  &  expedite  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  independent  Government  for  Maine.  This  im- 
portant object  has  been  progressing  slowly  but  surely  for  many, 
very  many  years.  Thirty  three  years  ago  I  attended  a  convention 
at  Portland  (a  Delegate  from  Hallowell)  on  the  same  subject.  I 
rejoice,  Sir,  that  you  &  I  have  lived  to  see  it  accomplished  and  at 
a  time  too,  when  it  has  been  agreed  to  with  so  much  cordiality  & 
unanimity.  God  grant  that  it  may  prove  a  great  &  lasting  bless- 
ing to  the  present  and  to  future  generations  who  may  hereafter 
inherit  its  extensive  territory.  It  is  expected  that  an  early  day  of 
the  session  will  be  assigned  for  the  passage  of  a  bill  admiting  the 
"  State  of  Maine  "  into  the  union  upon  the  footing  of  the  other 
States. 

Voi^r  brother  will  be  placed  at  the  head  of  the  government  of 
the  new  State  and  in  its  first  organization  the  Executive  will  have 
a  trust  in  charge,  truly  arduous,  delicate,  critical  and  responsible  ; 
but  the  friends  of  the  administration  will,  I  feel  confident,  afford 
him  their  best  aid  and  support,  and  allow  me  to  say.  Sir,  that  you 
will  be  able  to  give  him  &  your  other  friends  in  Maine  much 
salutary  good  advice. 

"A  Bankrupt  Law "  is  expected  will  pass  the  ordeal  of  the 
present  Congress — public  opinion  is  inclined  to  view  such  a 
national  statute  as  the  lesser,  the  minor  evil  upon  great  general 
principles. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  respectfully  and  with  much  esteem 

Your  obedt.  hum.  Serv. 

Daniel  Corry. 

I  presume,  sir,  we  are  nearly  of  the  same  age.  I  was  born  (in 
Mass  18  miles  from  Boston)  this  3rd  Aug.  1752  last  mo.,  old  style, 
my  right  arm  &  hand  have  become  very  feeble. 

*  He  had  not  yet  been  re-elected. 
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J.  Adams  to  R.  King. 

MONTIZELLO,  Dec.  7,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  received  and  read  with  avidity  and  pleasure  your  Elo- 
quence and  Ratiocination  on  the  great  question  of  Slavery  in  the 
Missouri.  I  have  rarely  if  ever,  met,  a  stronger  proof  of  the  im- 
portance to  a  Nation  of  having  in  her  Councils,  Men  of  great 
sagacity  and  long  experience  in  public  affairs.  As  far  as  my 
Memory  serves  me,  the  facts  you  have  stated  are  perfectly  correct. 
I  believe  there  was  not  another  Member  in  Congress,  capable  of 
developing  their  history  in  detail,  with  such  precision.  The  right 
of  Congress  to  prescribe  such  a  condition  to  the  gentlemen  of 
Missouri,  is  the  only  question  that  could  raise  a  doubt  in  the  Mind 
of  any  Man  of  common  sense — and  that  right  I  think,  you  have 
demonstrated  in  a  manner,  unanswerable  by  all  the  Cavils  of 
Sophistry. 

May  God  preserve  you  many  years  for  the  benefit  of  your  Coun- 
try— and  for  the  Comfort  of  your  friend  and 

Honorable  Servant. 

John  Adams. 

C.  Gore  to  R.  King, 

Waltham,  Dec.  24,  1819. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

.  .  .  Previously  to  my  last  letter  Russell,  the  Editor  of  the 
Centinel,  had  promised  me  to  print  your  Discourse  on  the  Missouri 
Question.  My  wish  is  to  have  it  in  the  Press  but  a  short  time  before 
the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  that  its  Effect  may  be  felt  there  and 
produce  a  Resolution  in  favour  of  the  Exclusion  Clause,  and  I 
have  no  Doubt  such  a  Resolution  will  pass,  unless  the  Bill  is 
hurried  through  Congress  before  their  assembling,  which  will  be 
on  the  2d.  Wednesday  of  Jan'y.  ...  I  am  as  usual  your 
faithful  Friend, 

C.  Gore. 
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Daniel  Webster  to  R.  King. 

Boston,  Dec.  27,  1819. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  send  you  a  Copy  of  the  "  Memorial "  agreed  on  here,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Missouri  question,  &  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity 
to  thank  you,  most  sincerely,  for  the  publication  of  your  Speeches 
on  the  Subject. 

We  have  added  little  or  nothing,  in  this  Memorial,  to  the  view 
taken  by  you  ;  and  yet  we  thought  it  might  be  well  to  state  the 
argument  over  again,  in  the  hope  that  some  might  read  it  in 
this  shape,  who  might  not  see  it,  better  stated,  in  your  admirable 
Speeches. 

I  beg  to  assure  you  of  my  very  great  regard  &  am  yr.  ob.  St. 

Daniel  Webster. 

VOL.   VI. — 16. 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

J.  A.  King  to  C.  King — Federal  Caucus  at  Albany  relative  to  the  Choice  of  a 
Speaker — J.  A.  King  to  King — Announcing  his  Election  to  the  Senate — 
Lansing  to  King — Congratulating  him — W.  King  to  King — Congratulates 
— Intercourse  with  British  Provinces — King  to  J.  A.  King — Sending  Thanks 
to  Friends  in  the  Legislature,  especially  Van  Buren — King  to  J.  A.  King — 
Letter  from  Van  Ness — Congratulatory — Answer  to  it — Van  Rensselaer  to 
King — Congratulatory — J.  A.  King  to  King — Van  Ness'  Conduct — Nomi- 
nation of  Tompkins  for  Governor — Van  Buren  to  King — Nomination  of 
Tompkins  and  conditional  one  of  Thompson — Clinton  must  be  checked — 
Van  Buren  to  Thompson — Asking  him  to  accept  if  Tompkins  declines — 
W.  King  to  King — Protesting  against  the  Association  of  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri— Trade  with  British  Colonies — W.  King  to  King — Prospect  of  the 
Admission  of  Maine — Chase  to  King — Petition  to  Congress  for  Grant  of 
Lands — Williamson  to  King — Deprecates  Association  of  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri— Gore  to  King — Boston  Men  on  Slavery  in  Missouri — Gore  to  King — 
Massachusetts  cowers  to  Virginia. 

John  A.  King  to  Charles  King. 

Albany,  Jan.  6th,  1820. 
Dear  Charles  : 

I  promised  to  give  you  a  more  full  account  of  what  occurred  in 
the  federal  caucus.  After  appointing  Mr.  Mesier  Chairman  and 
Mr.  McKown  Secretary,  the  meeting  was  opened  by  Mr.  Tibbits 
who  stated  that  the  only  object  that  he  had  in  asking  the  present 
conference  was  to  ascertain  the  views  and  sentiments  of  gentle- 
men who  had  formerly  been  accustomed  to  act  together  ;  that  he 
hoped  that  the  gentlemen  would  generally  express  their  opinions 
upon  the  various  subjects  which  it  would  become  their  duty  in 
the  course  of  the  session  to  decide  upon.  Mr.  Oakley  then  rose 
and  said  that  he  was  placed  in  a  situation  of  peculiar  delicacy,  in 
relation  to  the  gentlemen  composing  that  meeting  ;  that  it  was 
well  known  that  he  had  received  since  the  last  Session  of  the 
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Legislature  an  appointment  from  Mr.  Clinton  *;  an  appointment 
however  which  he  had  neither  directly,  nor  indirectly  solicited  or 
expected  ;  that  it  had  been  conferred  without  condition  and  had 
been  accepted  by  him,  he  trusted,  without  reproach  ;  that  it  was 
however  not  to  be  concealed  that  this  circumstance  would  have 
the  effect  of  rendering  any  expressions  of  his  in  relation  to  the 
course  they  ought  to  pursue,  of  less  weight  than  they  might  other- 
wise be  entitled  to  ;  that  injurious  expressions  in  regard  to  his 
views  and  conduct  during  the  last  winter  had  been  industriously 
circulated  ;  that  he  had  been  charged  with  the  postponement  of 
Mr.  King  in  order  to  obtain  other  appointments  ;  that  the  charge 
was  unfounded  and  unjust ;  that  he  had  advocated  the  nomina- 
tion of  that  gentleman  then  with  the  same  zeal  and  desire  to  suc- 
ceed as  he  should  now  do  ;  that  Mr.  King  was  a  great  and 
excellent  man,  and  ought  and  would  receive  the  support  of  all 
honorable  men  ;  that  after  what  he  had  just  had  the  honor  of 
stating  to  the  meeting,  he  should  not  now  propose  any  measure 
for  adoption,  but  that  he  hoped  whatever  should  be  decided  upon 
would  be  done  with  unanimity. 

Williams  followed  and  at  once  met  the  main  and  prominent 
object  of  the  meeting — the  choice  of  a  Speaker.  His  sentiment 
was  to  go  at  once  into  the  House  and  vote  for  Mr.  Clinton's 
Speaker.  With  a  view  of  promoting  this  result  he  proposed  that 
a  committee  should  be  appointed  in  behalf  of  the  gentlemen  then 
present  to  meet  and  state  to  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton  that  the 
candidate  of  their  choice  should  receive  the  cordial  support  of  the 
federal  party.  I  replied  to  these  remarks  of  Mr.  Williams.  I 
expressed  my  astonishment  and  surprise  at  a  proposal  of  the 
character  of  that  which  Mr.  W.  had  broached  and  advocated.  It 
was  a  bold  and  daring  attempt  to  carry  the  federal  party  in  a 
body  to  the  support  of  Mr.  Clinton  ;  that  the  gentleman  himself 
should  be  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clinton  was  by  no  means  surprising  nor 
difficult  to  be  accounted  for  ;  but  that  he  should  have  the  hardi- 
hood to  offer  such  a  proposition  in  a  meeting  of  federal  gentle- 
men was  most  unexpected  and  I  trusted  would  be  resisted  by 
every  honorable  man  of  this  assembly  ;  that  I  would  never  for 

*  Attorney-General  of  the  State — "  one  of  the  most  important,  influential 
and  at  that  time  lucrative  of  offices,"  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  was 
opposed  to  Mr.  Clinton. 
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one  consent  to  such  a  transfer  of  federal  votes,  nor  to  any  com- 
bination of  their  strength  with  that  of  Mr.  Clinton  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  that  gentleman's  purposes  ;  that  I  was  opposed 
to  Mr.  Clinton  and  to  those  whose  interest  it  seems  to  have  been 
to  rally  round  and  support  him  ;  that  to  Mr.  Clinton,  humiliating 
as  the  fact  was,  the  present  distracted  and  degraded  situation  of 
the  federal  party  was  to  be  attributed.  He  had  found  means  to 
break  in  upon  our  union,  to  corrupt  our  fidelity,  by  succeeding 
from  time  to  time  in  gaining  those  who  had  enjoyed  the  confi- 
dence and  led  the  opinions  of  the  federal  party.  To  promote  the 
views  of  this  gentleman,  therefore,  I  would  never  consent,  and  I 
should  continue  to  oppose  any  measure,  which  should  have  for  its 
object  such  a  result. 

Mr.  Tibbits  then  made  some  remarks  which  went  to  strengthen 
the  ground  I  had  taken,  but  before  he  resumed  his  seat  he  had 
almost  retracted  what  in  the  first  instance  he  had  advocated.  It 
seems  that  he  had  given  an  opinion  to  the  Comptroller  that  he 
ought  not  to  yield  to  the  construction  of  the  act  for  which  Mr. 
Tompkins  contended,  and  believing,  as  he  said,  that  the  Comp- 
troller was  an  honest  and  faithful  officer,  much  as  he  hated 
Clinton,  he  was  almost  unwilling  to  vote  for  any  other  Speaker 
or  Council  than  such  as  would  be  likely  to  protect  and  preserve 
so  faithful  an  officer. 

Mr.  Oakley  observed  that  there  appeared  to  be  some  difference 
of  opinion  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursued  ;  that  upon  the  whole 
he  was  disposed  to  adopt  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Williams  ;  tliat 
we  could  not  probably  succeed  in  carrying  a  candidate  of  our 
own,  nor  was  it  perhaps  at  this  moment  desirable  that  we  should. 
He  then  attacked  Tompkins  and  defended  the  Comptroller,  in 
which  he  was  seconded  by  Williams,  and  between  them  both, 
they  almost  frightened  poor  Tibbits  to  death.  They  said  it  was 
highly  important  for  the  security  of  the  public  Treasury  and  the 
preservation  of  so  faithful  a  servant  as  the  Comptroller  in  his 
office,  that  such  a  complexion  should  be  given  to  the  House  by 
the  appointment  of  a  Speaker  and  Council  as  at  least  should 
insure  those  two  objects. 

Several  unsuccessful  attempts  were  then  made  from  different 
quarters  to  nominate  a  federal  candidate  for  Speaker  and  to  con- 
tinue perseveringly  to  vote  for  him.     Oakley  and  Williams  were 
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both  opposed  to  this  course.  I  then  stated  to  the  gentlemen, 
that  from  the  singular  proposition  that  had  been  made  by  Mr. 
Williams  and  supported  by  Mr.  Oakley,  it  was  sufficiently  evident 
that  those  gentlemen  and  their  friends  had  already  taken  their 
ground  and  that  it  was  useless  therefore  to  discuss  any  longer 
what  was  the  proper  course,  when  that  course  had  been  already 
decided  upon,  and  gentlemen  of  the  meeting  actually  pledged  to 
support  it ;  that  a  fair  and  honorable  proposition  had  been  made 
from  several  quarters  to  nominate  and  stand  by  a  federal  candi- 
date, which  had  not  even  been  listened  to  ;  that  the  proceedings 
of  last  winter,  and  the  sentiments  expressed  at  this  meeting  were 
decisive  of  the  fact  that  the  federal  party  was  no  longer  united 
and  had  lost  its  distinctive  character  ;  that  under  this  view  of  the 
case  I  considered  it  free  to  every  gentleman  to  pursue  the  course 
which  he  might  deem  advisable,  and  that  I  had  no  hesitation 
therefore  of  avowing  my  intention  to  vote  for  the  Republican  (or 
Tammany  candidate  if  the  gentlemen  pleased  so  to  call  it)  for 
Speaker  of  the  House,  and  should  not  again  meet  with  a  party  led 
and  governed  by  such  men  as  those  who,  we  had  heard  this 
night,  boldly  advocate  the  cause  of  Mr.  Clinton  ;  and  with  a  view 
to  putting  an  end  to  the  fruitless  discussion  which  had  prevailed, 
I  moved  an  adjournment,  which  was  carried.  I  have  not  written 
to  my  father  upon  this  subject ;  you  can  show  him  this  letter  if 
you  please.     My  next  request  is  that  it  may  not  be  published. 

Yours  sincerely 

John  A.  King. 


^1 


J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  Jan.  8th,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

You  were  this  day  appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  this  State  a 

Senator  of  the  U.  S.  for  6  years  from  the  4th  of  March  last.*    The  / 

*  Hammond  in  his  Political  History  of  New  York  gives  an  account  of  the  politi- 
cal condition  causing  this  result  (vol.  i.,  pp.  514  et  seq.).  Edward  M.  Shepard, 
in  his  Life  of  Martin  Van  Buren,  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the  circum- 
stances in  connection  with  the  re-election  of  Mr.  King  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  in  1820.  He  attributes  it,  and  without  doubt  justly,  to  a  pamphlet 
advocating  Mr.  King's  claims,  written  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  with  the  aid  of  Wil- 
liam M.  Marcy.     It  is  not  possible  to  present  here  this  able  paper  ;  but  we 
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vote  in  the  Senate  was  unanimous  and  you  received  all  the  Votes 
of  the  assembly  except  three  which  were  given  for  Walter  Bowne 
by  three  of  the  New  York  delegates,  Crolius,  Heney  and  Hunter. 
The  Republican  Members  had  a  meeting  last  evening  in  order  to 
ascertain  the  sentiments  of  their  party  upon  your  nomination,  at 
which  your  claim  to  their  support  was  fully  discussed  and  advo- 
cated by  Van  Buren,  Irving  and  Root.  The  unanimity  of  the 
choice  is,  I  must  confess,  greater  than  I  had  anticipated,  and  will 
undoubtedly  be  considered  by  the  other  States  as  an  honorable 
testimony  to  the  character  and  services  of  a  distinguished  States- 

cannot  refrain  from  giving  the  following  statement  from  Mr.  Shepard's  book, 
p.  60,  both  as  interesting  in  itself  and  as  accounting  for  the  close  relations  of 
King  and  Van  Buren. 

"  King's  return  was  free  from  other  suspicion  than  that  he  probably  preferred 
the  Van  Buren  to  the  Clintonian  Republicans.  Van  Buren,  seeing  that  the 
Federalist  party  was  at  an  end,  was  glad  to  do  a  public  service,  and  to  ally  with 
his  party,  in  the  divisions  of  the  future,  some  part  of  the  element  so  finely 
represented  by  Rufus  King.  In  private  Van  Buren  urged  the  support  of  King 
even  more  emphatically.  '  We  are  committed,'  he  wrote,  '  to  his  support.  It 
is  both  wise  and  honest,  and  we  must  have  no  fluttering  in  our  course.  Mr. 
King's  views  towards  us  are  honorable  and  correct.  .  .  .  Let  us  not,  then, 
have  any  halting.  I  will  put  my  head  on  its  propriety.'  Van  Buren's  partisan- 
ship always  had  a  mellow  character.  He  practiced  the  golden  rule  of  successful 
politics,  to  foresee  future  benefits  rather  than  remember  past  injuries.  Indeed 
it  is  just  to  say  more.  In  sending  King  to  the  Senate  he  doubtless  experienced 
the  lofty  pleasure  which  a  politician  of  public  spirit  feels  in  his  occasional  ability 
to  use  his  power  to  reach  a  beneficent  end,  which  without  the  power  he  could 
not  have  reached ;  a  stroke  which  to  a  petty  politician  would  seem  dangerous, 
but  which  the  greater  man  accomplishes  without  injury  to  his  party  standing. 
A  year  or  two  after  King's  election,  when  Van  Buren  joined  him  in  Washing- 
ton, there  were  established  the  most  agreeable  relations  between  them.  The 
refinement  and  natural  decorum  of  the  younger  man  easily  fell  in  with  the 
polished  and  courtly  manner  of  the  old  Federalist.  Benton,  who  had  then  just 
entered  the  Senate,  said  it  was  delightful  to  behold  the  deferential  regard  which 
Van  Buren  paid  to  his  venerable  colleague,  a  regard  always  returned  by  King 
with  marked  kindness  and  respect. 

"  Rufus  King's  re-election  to  the  Senate  was  believed  to  have  some  relation 
to  the  Missouri  question,  then  agitating  the  nation  ;  and  that  he  was  supported 
by  his  State  in  the  course  he  so  ably  pursued  is  clearly  proved  by  the  resolutions 
passed  in  January,  1820,  instructing  the  Senators  and  Representatives  '  to  oppose 
the  admission,  as  a  State  in  the  Union,  of  any  territory  not  comprised  within 
the  original  boundary  of  the  United  States,  without  the  prohibition  of  slavery 
therein,  an  indispensable  condition  of  admission.'  " — Shepard's  Life  of  Van 
Buren,  p.  62. 
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man.  Much  is  due  unquestionably  to  these  considerations,  much 
also  to  the  hopes  and  fears  of  the  contending  parties.  A  copy  of 
the  joint  resolutions  under  which  you  have  been  appointed  will 
be  immediately  transmitted  to  you.  Accept  my  congratulations 
upon  the  gratifying  event  which  has  crowned  this  day  and  believe 
me  Affectionately  Yours 

John  A.  King. 

Chancellor  Lansing  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  Janry.  11,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  cordially  congratulate  you  on  your  re-election  &  the  circum- 
stances attending  it.  I  consider  them  as  a  subject  of  reciprocal 
congratulation  of  many  friends  to  our  Country,  as  an  evidence  of 
the  returning  practical  good  sense  of  a  community,  long  in  the 
habit  of  excluding  from  its  service,  some  of  its  best  Citizens  by 
the  influence  of  an  implacable  party  spirit. 

As  all  parties  have  united  in  your  election,  Avith  unparalleled 
unanimity,  influenced  by  the  conviction  of  your  devotion  to  your 
country's  best  interests  and  the  discernment  by  which  it  has  been 
directed,  it  is  an  additional  reason  for  gratulation,  that  you  are 
thus  placed  on  high  ground  from  which  you  can  pursue  the  dig- 
nified line  of  a  Statesman,  whose  prime  object  is,  to  render  that 
Country  prosperous  &  happy  with  less  embarrassment  and  greater 
effect.     I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dear  Sir,  with  the  greatest 

Respect  &  Esteem  &c 

John  Lansing  Jr. 

W.  King  to  R.  King. 

Boston,  Jany.  14,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Your  re-election  to  the  Senate  of  the  U.  States  gave  me,  as  well 
as  the  people  generally  of  this  section  of  our  Country,  great  pleas- 
ure. Our  people  in  Maine  will  want  your  assistance  again.  The 
unprecedented  arrangement  of  coupling  Maine  &  Missouri  to- 
gether in  one  Bill,  is  legislating  upon  principles  which  when  speak- 
ing of  the  Senate  of  the  U.  States,  I  should  hardly  presume  to 
give  a  name  to.  I  hope  you  will  soon  proceed  to  Washington, 
and  give  this  subject  your  usual  consideration. 
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When  I  last  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  you  at  Washington, 
you  made  some  enquiry  in  relation  to  the  intercourse  between 
the  British  Provinces  of  New  Brunswick  &  Nova  Scotia  and  this 
Country.  It  was  then  my  o])inion  that  the  intercourse  between 
those  Provinces,  also  Bermuda,  and  this  Country,  was  of  very  little 
importance.  However  as  a  general  principle  1  am  inclined  to 
think  it  would  not  be  well  to  exclude  our  vessels  from  any  port 
whatever,  but  to  provide  in  your  Bill  that  no  articles  shall  be 
imported  from  those  places  but  such  as  are  the  growth  or  produce 
of  the  place  ;  this  would  as  effectually  check  the  trade  as  a  prohi- 
bition, as  they  would  not  be  able  to  pay  other  than  in  money,  of 
which  they  would  soon  be  exhausted. 

The  President  having  named  the  subject  of  colonial  trade  in 
his  Message,  I  am  inclined  to  think  Congress  will  be  disposed  to 
take  the  subject  up.  I  will  thank  you  to  advise  me  particularly 
— (about  these  things) 

With  Respect  &  Esteem  your  Brother 

W.  King. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  Jany.  14,  1S20. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  did  not  receive  until  last  evening  your  letter  of  the  8th  inst., 
when  I  likewise  received  from  Mr.  Bacon,  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  information  of  my  appointment ;  a  like  communication 
from  Mr.  Clark  on  the  part  of  the  Assembly  reached  me  a  day  or 
two  before.  The  degree  of  unanimity  with  which  the  choice  has 
been  made  will  as  I  hope  supply  in  authority  deficiencies  that  I 
might  otherwise  experience.  As  in  the  course  of  this  business 
very  much  is  due  to  the  constancy  of  Mr.  Van  Vechten  and  Mr. 
W.  Duer,  I  desire  that  in  my  behalf  you  would  express  to  each  of 
them,  how  strongly  I  feel  my  obligation  for  these  friendly  exer- 
tions. 

The  part  taken  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  has  indeed  been  most  liberal, 
and  as  I  conceive  at  the  risk  of  impairing  his  high  standing  and 
influence  among  his  political  friends  ;  do  not  fail  therefore  to  in- 
form him  that  I  can  never  be  insensible  of  his  generosity  &  that 
no  occasion  can  arrive,  that  I  shall  not  be  ready  to  prove  to  him 
the  personal  respect  &  esteem  with  which  he  has  inspired  me. 
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It  will  be  a  week  perhaps  before  I  can  put  my  affairs  in  a  con- 
dition that  will  allow  me  to  leave  home,  when  I  shall  proceed  to 
Washington.  I  should  be  glad  before  hand  to  understand  the  pres- 
ent views  at  Albany  respecting  the  spring  election — not  having 
been  in  town  I  know  nothing  of  what  is  passing.     .     .     . 

affectionately  yrs. 

RuFus  King. 

P,  S.  Make  to  Genl  Root  and  others  my  acknowledgments  for 
the  part  they  have  taken  in  my  behalf  ;  which  I  may  confidently 
assure  them  will  not  be  adverse  to  the  welfare  of  their  country. 
To  INIr.  Young  &  Mr.  Skinner  of  the  Senate  I  also  feel  the  high- 
est obligation. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  Jany.  14th,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  last  evening  reed  the  letter,  of  which  a  copy  follows,  from 
W.  W.  Van  Ness. 

"  Albany  8th  Jany.  1820.  Dear  Sir  :  You  have  been  just  ap- 
pointed to  the  Senate  of  the  U.  S.  by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 
I  congratulate  you  on  this  event.  It  is  due  to  myself,  and  this  is 
the  proper  time  for  me  to  say,  that  it  is  utterly  untrue  that  I  ever 
was  opposed  to  your  appointment.  I  wished  it  last  winter  as 
much  as  I  did  this.*  In  my  opinion  your  failure  last  winter  was 
owing  to  the  indiscretion  of  some  of  those  who  arrogated  to 
themselves  the  merit  of  being  your  exclusive  friends,  &  the  in- 
trigues of  others  who  had  views  of  their  own,  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  which  your  election  was  made  secondary  and  subordinate. 
I  make  this  communication  from  motives  which  I  trust  will  be 
properly  appreciated,  and  I  have  a  sufficient  pledge  in  your 
known  liberality  that  I  shall  not  be  misunderstood.  I  am  respect- 
fully your  ob.  serv.  W.  W.  Van  Ness."     I  returned  the  subjoined 

*  W.  W.  Van  Ness  writes  to  Sol.  Van  Rensselaer  from  Albany,  January 
5,  1820  : 

"  Rufus  King  will  be  chosen  Senator,  though  many  of  the  Bucktails  are 
violently  opposed  to  him.  It  would  be  very  easy  to  defeat  him,  but  I  am  de- 
cidedly in  favor  of  his  appointment." — Mrs.  Bonney,  Legacy  of  Historical 
Gleajiings,  i.,  341. 
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answer,  viz,  "Jamaica  L.  I.  Jany.  14  1820 — Sir,  I  last  evening 
reed,  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant  ;  the  subject  in  all  its  parts  is 
one  that  has  given  great  and  anxious  concern  ;  and  the  tenor  of 
your  letter  is  calculated  to  add  not  a  little  to  my  embarrassment. 
It  would  exceed  the  ordinary  limits  of  a  letter,  and  might  other- 
wise be  inexpedient  to  state  with  any  degree  of  particularity  the 
tissue  of  facts  and  circumstances  which  certainly  have  made  a 
deep  im])ression  on  my  mind  and  served  to  produce  feelings  and 
alienations  which  were  resisted  as  long  as  it  was  in  my  power  to 
resist  them.  The  whole  subject,  I  shall  be  ready,  should  you 
desire  it,  to  communicate  to  you  whenever  a  personal  Interview 
may  enable  me  to  do  so.  I  am.  Sir,  respectfully  your  ob.  Serv. 
Rufus  King." 

Should  the  judge  desire  it,  our  interview  cannot  take  place 
before  my  return  from  Washington.  Show  this  correspondence 
confidentially  to  Wm.  Duer  &  Van  Buren.  In  the  interval  I 
shall  be  obliged  to  you  or  W.  Duer  to  draw  up  a  little  narrative 
respecting  the  sentiments,  conversation  &  measures,  affecting  the 
subject  of  his  letter,  including  the  conversation  with  Wickham  & 
Jn.  Duer  in  Orange,  the  privity  to  prevail  on  Yates  to  be  a  Candi- 
date and  the  direct  overture  to  Kent.  wh.  was  mentioned  by  the 
Chancellor  to  Floyd  and  by  him  to  me,  &c.  &c. 

From  the  nature  of  our  correspondence,  at  least  at  this  stage, 
it  must  be  regarded  as  strictly  confidential.     I  am  truly  yrs. 

R.  K. 


Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  Jany.  17,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Accept  my  congratulations  on  your  election.  We  are 
more  indebted  to  our  federal  strength  than  the  good  will  of  either 
faction  :  I  am  preaching  up  the  doctrine  to  join  neither  party, 
but  support  our  best  men  in  the  several  Counties.  Clinton  is 
more  popular  among  the  federalists  than  with  the  democrats.  I 
learn  that  many  appointments  of  militia  officers.  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  &c,  have  been  conferred  on  them  with  great  effect. 

I  still  think  it  doubtful  if  a  suitable  character  is  nominated 
whether  he  will  be  elected.     The  Jacobins  are  in  favor  of  Tomp- 
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kins,  the  more  moderate  in  favor  of  Yates.  The  Western  People 
think  Tompkins  will  divide  the  votes  with  Clinton  &  of  course 
oust  him. 

With  great  respect  your  friend 

S,  Van  Rensselaer. 


J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  Jany.  19th,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  received  your  two  letters  of  the  14th,  and  have  this  after- 
noon communicated  their  contents  to  Mess.  Duer  &  Van  Vechten.     , 
Your  injunction  in  relation  to  Judge  Van  Ness'  singular  letter  and     ' 
your  reply  shall  be  strictly  obeyed.     It  would  seem  to  me  that  he 
meant  to  implicate  Oakley  and  Jacob  R.    Rensselaer,   when  he 
speaks  of  those  who  had  views  of  their  own  to  the  accomplish- 
ment of  which  your  election  was  made  secondary  and  subordinate. 
Oakley  is  yet  the  only  man  who  has  reaped  his  reward,  although     < 
I  have  heard  J.  R.  Rensselaer  frequently  spoken  of  as  Secretary  of     ■ 
State  in  the  place  of  J.  Van  Ness  Yates,  whose  connexions  (if  he     ) 
is  not  himself)  are  hostile  to  Mr.  Clinton.     I  will  endeavour  in  the    ! 
course  of  the  session  to  collect  and  arrange  the  facts  and  conversa-      1 
tions,  which  can  have  any  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  the  Judge's      i 
letter  and  I  entertain  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  being  able  to  pro-      i 
duce  such  testimony  of  his  hypocrisy  and  infidelity  as  will  require     ,' 
more  art  than  ever  he  is  master  of  to  explain  or  escape  from. 

The  republican  party,  at  a  full  meeting  last  evening,  nominated 
D.  D,  Tompkins  as  a  candidate  for  the  government  of  this  State  ; 
he  received  52  votes  out  of  64,  8  for  Yates  and  4  scattering.  I 
shall  refrain  from  going  into  the  detail  of  what  led  to  and  what  may 
grow  out  of  this  nomination,  inasmuch  as  Van  Buren  told  me  that 
he  should  this  day  write  to  you  a  full  account  of  what  has  already 
occurred,  and  the  hopes  that  he  and  his  friends  entertain  of  being 
able  to  induce  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  in  the  event  of  Tomp- 
kins' resignation,  to  become  their  candidate.  We  entered  very 
fully  into  the  whole  subject,  and  I  think  from  all  that  fell  from 
him,  that  there  is  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  Vice  President 
may  be  brought  to  that  determination.  It  is  certain  that  the  vote 
for  him  was  not  given  under  any  belief  or  impression  that  he  was 
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to  decline,  but  with  a  full  knowledge  of  his  whole  case,  and  with 
a  determined  resolution  to  carry  him,  if  he  accedes  to  the 
nomination.     .     .     . 

Very  Sincerely  yours 

John  A.  King. 


M.  Van  Buren  to  R.  King. 

19th  Jany.,  1820. 
Private. 

Dr.  Sir  : 

The  Republican  Members  of  the  Legislature  have  had  a  meet- 
ing here  and  with  great  unanimity  nominated  the  Vice-President 
as  our  Candidate  for  Gov.,  of  which  notice  has  been  sent  to  him. 

Some  of  our  friends  think  that  it  is  dangerous  to  support  him 
under  existing  circumstances  and  all  apprehend  that  he  may  decline, 
&  that  his  doing  so  would  throw  us  into  great  confusion,  unless  we 
could  be  authorized  to  bring  forward  the  Secy,  of  the  Navy,  which 
it  is  conceded  on  all  sides  would  effectually  settle  the  question  of 
Mr.  Clinton's  future  prospects.  Upon  this  to  us  most  interesting 
subject  I  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  you  and  soliciting  your  in- 
terference with  our  friend  the  Secretary. 

A  few  of  us,  to  whom  alone  the  matter  is  known,  have  written 
freely  to  the  Vice  President  on  the  subject,  &  to  meet  the  event  of 
his  having  left  the  City  of  Washington,  I  have  sent  a  copy  of  our 
letter  to  the  Secretary,  of  which  circumstance  the  Sec.  is  not  in- 
formed. There  are  many  points  of  view  in  which  it  would  be  desir- 
able to  place  this  subject  before  you,  but  which  I  am  fully  satisfied 
you  will  well  appreciate  without  farther  explanation.  I  will  there- 
fore only  say,  that  if  the  Vice  P.  is  with  you,  and  upon  a  free 
discussion  between  you,  the  Sec.  &  himself,  he  should  resolve  to 
decline,  you  can  induce  the  Secy,  to  consent  to  our  using  his 
name  ;  or,  in  the  event  of  the  V.  P's  having  left  you,  if  you  can 
induce  the  Secy,  to  write  to  us  that  if  the  V.  P.  declines  I  may  in 
my  discretion  use  his  name,  you  will  do  a  lasting  benefit  to  the 
Republican  interest  of  this  State,  and  I  firmly  believe  in  the 
greatest  degree  promote  the  public  gain. 

It  appears  to  me  that  to  check  Mr.  Clinton's  career  is  a  matter 
of  as  much  interest  to  our  sister  States  as  to  us  ;  he  has  collected 
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around  him  a  set  of  desperadoes,  who,  instigated  by  the  hope  of 
official  plunder,  will  never  be  content  to  limit  their  depredation 
to  the  boundaries  of  the  State,  but  would,  if  successful  here,  with- 
out doubt,  extend  their  incursions  abroad.  I  cannot  therefore 
but  hope  that  Mr.  Monroe  would  under  suitable  explanations 
interest  himself  to  prevail  on  Mr.  Thompson  to  comply  with  our 
wishes.  He  certainly  could  in  no  way  do  this  State  a  greater 
service.  How  this  could  be  done  is  not  for  me  to  say,  &  I  know 
no  man  to  whom  I  would  ever  broach  the  subject  except  yourself. 
Every  man  you  know  has  his  ulterior  views  of  life  ;  I  think  I 
know  the  Secretary  as  well  as  any  man  living.  He  is  unambitious 
&  for  himself  wishes  nothing  so  much  as  retirement ;  he  has  long 
been  balancing  in  his  own  mind  as  to  the  propriety  of  asking  the 
place  of  Collector  of  New  York  He  has  an  utter  aversion  to 
occupying  the  chair  of  the  State,  but  if  he  could  see  his  way  clear 
for  an  early  retreat  from  it,  he  might  be  content  to  take  it  for  a 
season.  Again,  if  his  present  place  could  be  kept  in  reserve  for 
him  for  one  or  two  years,  if  that  were  preferable,  we  might  I  trust 
supply  an  occupant  from  this  State  who  would  consent  on  such 
pressing  inducements  as  exist  with  us  to  be  used  on  the  occasion,  & 
who  might  be  no  discredit  to  the  administration.  You  will  at  once 
perceive  the  extreme  delicacy  of  this  subject  and  the  propriety  of 
my  wish  to  avoid  multiplying  unnecessary  words  in  regard  to  it. 
The  honor  &  prosperity  of  my  native  State  is  my  sole  inducement  ; 
one  which  has  led  me  into  a  trying  controversy  with  a  band  of 
able,  but,  as  I  conscientiously  believe,  very  profligate  men.  Suc- 
cess in  this  point  would  put  all  at  rest  and  New  York  instead  of 
continuing  to  be  the  headquarters  of  factions  might  look  forward 
to  some  respect  &  consideration  in  the  Union.  I  submit  it  all  to 
your  direction  &  better  judgment  ;  only  adding  that  every  hour  of 
delay  is  to  us  most  distressing  and  that  if  the  Secy,  so  wishes  it, 
his  letter  to  me  may,  in  case  the  V.  P.  has  left  you,  request  that  I 
do  not  use  it  unless  the  V.  P.  peremptorily  and  unconditionally 
declines  or  on  any  other  fair  condition.  The  Mail  is  about  closing. 
I  must  therefore  throw  this  hasty  scrawl  on  your  indulgence. 

Yours  very  sincerely 

M.  V.  BUREN. 
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^Letter  enclosed  in  the  above ^ 
M.  Van  Buren  to  Secy,  of  the  Navy  (Thompson). 

Strictly  Confidential. 

Jany.   19th,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

The  enclosed  letter  will  explain  to  you  what  we  wish.  The 
Vice  President  is  apprized  that  a  copy  has  been  sent  to  you,  as 
you  will  see.  If  he  has  left  Washington,  you  will  see  the  pro- 
priety of  sending  a  speedy  answer.  That  answer  must  be,  my 
dear  friend,  that  in  the  event  of  the  Vice  President's  ifisisiittg  upon 
it,  you  will  consent  to  our  wishes.  In  no  other  event  do  we  urge 
it.  You  will  see  how  well  I  know  you  and  how  strong  my  opinion 
of  your  being  above  the  little  prejudices  of  small  men,  when  I  feel 
it  safe  to  hold  such  language  to  you.  I  have  written  to  Mr.  King 
on  the  subject,  because  I  know  that  he  has  already  conversed  with 
you  and  the  Vice  President  in  relation  to  it,  and  because  I  am 
fully  satisfied  of  his  friendship  for  you  both  and  because  I  am 
sensible  that  he  is  best  qualified  to  bring  about  a  state  of  things, 
which  would  justify  a  compliance  on  your  part  with  our  wishes. 
Show  him  unreservedly  a  copy  of  our  letter  (in  the  same  confi- 
dence in  which  it  is  written)  and  let  me  entreat  you  to  be  influ- 
enced in  some  degree  at  least  by  his  advice.  I  know  not  what 
it  will  be,  but  I  know  well  that  there  is  no  one  better  qualified  to 
give  it.  The  republican  party  in  this  State  never  were  better 
united  :  they  all  love,  honor  and  esteem  the  Vice  President  ;  but 
such  is  their  extreme  anxiety  to  ensure  the  prostration  of  the 
Junto,  who  have  stolen  into  the  seats  of  power,  that  they  all  desire 
that  you  should  be  the  candidate.  They  will  support  Tompkins 
to  the  bat's  end  if  you  refuse  or  he  should  not  decline  :  but  if  he 
does,  and  you  consent  to  our  wishes,  you  will  be  hailed  as  the 
Saviour  of  New  York.  There  are  a  thousand  considerations  press- 
ing upon  my  mind,  all  tending  to  satisfy  me  of  the  propriety  of 
your  standing  the  election.  You  will  have  no  trouble,  expense, 
and  need  have  no  anxiety,  for  no  one  disputes  but  that  your 
nomination  alone  will  settle  the  prospects  of  Mr.  Clinton. 

I  never  gave  you  bad,  or  I  think  indiscreet  advice  and  under 
that  conviction  I  venture  to  urge  my  opinion  upon  you.  I  will 
not  be  misunderstood  and  it  cannot  therefore  be  necessary  for  me 
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to  repeat  that  you  are  not  requested  to  do  anything  more  than  to 
comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Vice  President  and  your  friends. 
If  they  are  not  expressed,  whatever  you  say  will  remain  with  you. 
I  repeat  that  in  the  event  I  have  spoken  of,  your  compliance  with 
our  wishes  will  be  gratefully  remembered  by  the  republicans  of 
the  State,  and  unquestionably  lead  to  one  of  the  most  signal 
triumphs  we  have  ever  had  in  this  State. 

Yours  affectionately 

M.  V.  BUREN. 


Wm.  King  to  R.  King. 

Boston,  Jany.  23,  1S20. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Your  election  to  the  Senate  of  the  U.  States,  and  ac- 
ceptance has  given  universal  satisfaction  to  the  people  in  this 
quarter  of  the  Union.  In  the  attempt  to  associate  the  admission 
of  Maine  and  Missouri  together,*  the  motive  is  so  apparent,  that 
it  has  excited  general  disgust  in  this  State.  The  people  of  Maine 
considering  that  they  were  about  making  application  to  Congress 
for  admission  into  the  Union,  refrained  from  expressing  any 
opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  Missouri  question  ;  as  soon  as  it 
was  ascertained,  however,  that  the  intention  was  to  coerce  the 
delegation  of  Maine  at  Washington,  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives from  Maine  to  this  Legislature  lost  no  time  in  having 
a  meeting  to  designate  persons  to  express  their  opinions  to  our 
delegation  to  Congress,  which  they  have  done. 

The  people  of  Maine  are  desirous  to  be  admitted  into  the 
Union,  provided  this  can  be  done  on  terms  honorable  &  correct  ; 
but  they  will  not,  I  am  sure,  consent  to  bargain  their  way  along 
let  the  consequence  be  what  it  may.  In  these  opinions  I  have 
much  pleasure  in  stating  to  you  the  Senators  and  Representatives 
from  Maine  to  this  Legislature  unite  with  me  to  a  man. 

Mr.  Holmes  is  the  only  Representative  from  Maine  who  will 
vote  with  the  people  of  the  South  ;  it  is  hardly  fair  to  judge  his 
motives,  altho'  opinions  are  expressed  freely  on  the  subject.  What 
his  situation  is   to  be  hereafter  will  very  much  depend  on   the 

*  January  6th  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine  as  a  State 
by  adding  that  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  was  offered  in  the  Senate,  so  that 
both  would  be  admitted  together. 


256  KUFUS  KING.  [1820 

course  which  he  now  pursues  in  relation  to  this  question  which  is 
getting  to  be  more  &  more  important  every  day. 

Our  friends  in  Massachusetts  are  much  pleased  to  find  us  proof 
against  temptation  and  they  will  do  anything  for  us,  which  we 
could  with  propriety  ask.  I  should  therefore  not  be  surprised 
should  Congress  not  admit  us,  if  we  were  to  repeal  the  proviso,  in 
the  separation  act,  relative  to  our  obtaining  the  assent  of  Congress 
before  the  4th  of  March,  and  let  the  State  government  of  Maine 
go  into  operation  after  that  time  and  obtain  the  assent  of  Congress 
when  it  is  their  pleasure  to  give  it  to  us  ;  this  would  be  a  course 
we  should  regret ;  our  people  will  not  consent  to  go  back  ;  it  is 
the  only  one  they  will  be  satisfied  with  if  we  are  not  admitted 
into  the  Union. 

You  say  that  you  are  disappointed  that  I  am  not  to  meet  you 
at  Washington  ;  I  can  assure  you  I  am  myself  ;  it  was  what  I  most 
particularly  wished.  Having  been  placed  on  Committees  for  the 
purpose  of  addressing  the  people  of  our  District  to  effect  the  sep- 
aration, we  there  disavowed  party  considerations  as  having  any  in- 
fluence, and  we  assured  the  people  they  would  not  have  influence 
in  the  organization  of  the  Government.  The  people  have 
selected  me  as  a  Candidate  for  redeeming  these  pledges.  I 
could  not  in  the  opinion  of  my  friends  decline  ;  the  task  will  be 
an  unpleasant  one.  I  must  endeavour  to  perform  it  ;  many  must 
be  disappointed,  I  hope  but  few  with  such  reasons  as  will  justify  it. 

Our  friend  Mr.  Mellen  will  now  act  with  you  in  reference  to 
our  Maine  question  ;  you  named  him  very  respectfully  in  your 
letter  to  me  at  the  conclusion  of  your  last  session,  I  have  much 
pleasure  in  now  saying  to  you  that  the  estimation  in  which  Mr. 
Mellen  is  held  by  the  people  of  Maine  is  such  that  he  may  select 
himself  his  situation  ;  this  much  is  quite  certain,  the  Chief  Jus- 
tice-ship will  be  offered  him  or  the  people  will  be  much  dis- 
appointed. 

I  received  a  letter  a  few  days  since  from  Mr.  Hill  who  is  one 
of  the  commercial  Committee,  saying  that  the  Committee  had 
agreed  on  a  report  prohibiting  all  trade  with  New  Brunswick, 
Nova  Scotia  &  Bermuda  ;  I  now  repeat  to  you  what  I  before 
stated.  I  believe,  that  the  best  and  most  satisfactory  footing  on 
which  you  can  place  our  commercial  intercourse  is  to  permit  our 
vessels  to  proceed  to  every  port  that  is  permanently  open  to  them  ; 
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but  not  in  any  case  to  permit  the  entry  from  such  part  of  any  ar- 
ticle which  was  not  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  it.  I 
would  prohibit  the  importation  of  all  spirits  made  from  grain. 
Our  agricultural  gentlemen  must  have  been  inattentive  to  their 
interest  not  to  have  done  this  long  since,  and  I  see  no  objection 
to  the  prohibiting  the  importation  of  the  spirit  from  cane  ;  but 
I  can  see  a  very  great  advantage  which  would  accrue  to  the 
agricultural  interest  from  the  measure.     .     .     . 

Respectfully  &  affectionately  yours 

W.  King. 


W.  King  to  R.  King. 

Boston,  Jany.  25th,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  have  been  together  some  four- 
teen days  ;  very  little  has  been  done  in  consequence  of  the  delay 
which  we  have  experienced  in  being  admitted  into  the  Union.  An 
act,  apportioning  anew  the  Senators  within  Massachusetts  proper, 
will  be  necessary  ;  it  will  also  be  necessary  to  apportion  the  Rep- 
resentatives to  Congress  between  the  two  States  until  another  nu- 
meration of  the  people  :  these  and  many  other  measures  are  de- 
layed ;  our  session  will  be  a  short  one,  as  there  is  very  little  business 
from  Maine.  As  we  shall  have  very  soon  to  act,  I  wish  your  advice 
as  to  the  most  proper  course. 

Massachusetts  gave  her  consent  to  our  being  an  independent 
States  after  the  15th  March  wtyX,  provided  we  obtained  the  consent 
of  Congress  on  or  before  the  4th  of  March.  This  proviso  will  now 
be  repealed  ;  presuming  it  to  be  so,  what  will  be  our  situation 
after  the  15th  March  ?  Can  we  proceed  and  organize  our  State 
Government,  elect  our  Senators,  &c  &c,  as  Alabama  did  (should 
we  not  then  be  admitted  into  the  Union)  ?  or  must  we  proceed  in 
relation  to  our  State  concerns  as  heretofore  with  Massachusetts  ? 
have  the  goodness  to  give  this  subject  your  usual  consideration 
and  advise  me  as  early  as  convenient. 

Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  advise  me  what  the  probability 
is  of  our  admission  ?     .     .     . 

Respectfully  &  affectionately  Yours 

W.  King. 

[Endorsed  "  Ansd.  30th."] 

VOL.  VI.  — 17. 
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Bp.  Chase  to  R.  King. 

WORTHINGTON,  Oliio,  Jany.  25,  1820. 

Dear  Sir  : 

Mr.  Chester  Grisvvold,  who  went  on  last  summer  from  this  place 
to  solicit  funds  for  an  infant  Seminary,  said  he  had  the  honour  of 
an  interview  with  you  ;  and  that  you  had  the  goodness  to  speak 
favourably  of  our  applying  to  Congress  for  aid  in  the  grant  of 
lands  to  our  College.  Under  the  impression  which  this  intelli- 
gence has  created  I  beg  leave  now  to  address  you  ;  and  to  solicit 
your  patronage  to  the  Petition,  which  accompanies  this. 

I  know  not  the  minds  of  the  members  of  our  own  State.  .  .  . 
If  by  your  kind  address  they  could  be  influenced  to  come  heartily 
into  the  measure,  we  should  owe  much  to  you.  .  .  ,  To  my 
knowledge  of  your  character  would  I  could  add  a  personal  ac- 
quaintance to  justify  me  in  addressing  you,  as  I  feel,  on  the  sub- 
ject alluded  to  in  this  letter.  The  interests  of  learning,  morality 
and  religion  are  so  interwoven  with  the  fate  of  our  Petition,  that 
it  will  be  like  a  death  blow  to  us  to  hear  of  its  failure.  May  we 
be  spared  the  pain  of  such  an  event  by  your  interference  in  our 

behalf.     .     .     . 

Philander  Chase. 


W.  D.  Williamson  to  R.  King. 

Boston,  Jany.  26th,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

A  knowledge  of  your  friendship  for  Maine  emboldens  me  to 
address  you  on  the  strange  and  unexpected  posture  of  affairs  at 
Washington.  The  junction  of  Maine  &  Missouri  in  the  same  bill, 
for  purposes  so  apparently  unwarrantable,  is  viewed  by  all  here 
with  a  degree  of  indignation  and  much  regret.  Still  we  believe 
they  will  be  disconnected  and  each  be  considered  separately,  as  is 
only  consistent  with  true  republican  principles  ;  as  the  merits  of 
each  are  exclusively  its  own.  We  cannot  surrender  our  faith,  but 
that  Maine  will  be  received  into  the  American  Confederacy  prior 
to  the  4th  of  March. 

Mr.  Williamson  then  asks  what  would  be  the  condition  of 
Maine  should  not  its  admission  take  place  before  that  time, 
as  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  authorizing 
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the  separation  required  that  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the 
Union  must  be  before  that  date.     He  then  says : 

On  the  great  question  we  are,  I  believe,  all  willing  to  have 
Maine  prohibited  in  the  strongest  terms  from  slave-holding,  and 
we  are  about  as  willing  to  risk  the  untried  consequences  of  sov- 
ereignty, separate  from  the  confederation  of  the  States,  as  to  have 
slavery  indelibly  graven  on  the  frontlet  of  that  bill,  which  shall 
make  Maine  a  member  of  the  great  American  Empire.  Such  I 
mean  to  say  are  the  sentiments  of  very  many,  still  it  becomes  us 
all  to  act  with  circumspection  &  policy,  tho'  never  to  the  sacrifice 
of  principle.     .     .     . 

With  high  consideration  of  affectionate  esteem 
and  respect,  &c 

Wm.  D.  Williamson. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Jan.  28,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  The  Conduct  of  the  People  has  been  as  vacillating  and 
unaccountable,  on  the  Missouri  Question,  as  I  ever  knew  on  the 
most  trifling  Subject.  Shortly  after  the  Meeting  in  New  York, 
there  appeared  a  simultaneous  assembling  of  the  Citizens  in  vari- 
ous &  distant  Parts  of  the  Commonwealth,  expressing  an  earnest 
Wish  that  Missouri  should  not  be  admitted  into  the  Union,  but 
on  the  express  Condition  of  excluding  Slavery  ;  and  in  all,  ex- 
horting their  Delegates  in  Congress,  not  to  consent  to  the  admis- 
sion, without  this  Clause  of  Exclusion,  and  in  many,  intimating  a 
strong  Disapprobation  of  those,  who  had  voted  for  the  admission, 
without  such  Conditions.  Your  Speech  had  provided  Arguments 
&  Facts  for  the  Orators  &  Memorialists  both  here  and  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  I  am  told,  that  Judge  Story  very  publickly  de- 
clared, that  all  the  Arguments  in  one  of  the  Memorials,  written 
by  him,  were  from  your  Publication.  The  Speech,  which  I  had, 
was  lent  by  me  to  Webster.  Finding  it  not  in  any  of  our  News- 
papers, I  wrote  a  Note  to  the  Editor  of  the  Centinel,  desiring  its 
Insertion,  in  Season  for  its  operation  on  the  Legislature,  who,  I 
presumed,  would  express  the  opinion  of  the  State,  on  this  Subject. 
The  Day  that  I  had  dispatched  my  Note  &  before  Russell  had 
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received  it,  he  requested  of  me,  through  my  Brother,  a  Copy  of 
the  Speech,  that  he  might  publish  it,  saying  that  Shaw  had  the 
only  Copy  he  knew  of,  and  that  he  could  not  procure  it  of  him. 
Shaw,  not  Atheneum  Shaw,  is  the  man  who  wrote  the  Review  of 
this  Piece,  in  the  North  American  Review.  Russell  printed  my 
Note  &  declared  his  Intentions  to  print  the  Speech,  which  I  sent 
to  him  from  Webster.  Observing  he  delayed  longer  than  was 
agreeable,  I  again  wrote  him,  when  he  replied,  that  some  Friends 
to  the  good  Cause  had  thought  to  postpone  for  the  present  any 
Discussion  of  the  Subject,  and  his  Paper  was  filled  with  Bronson's 
Letters  to  the  Sec'y,  replete  with  Truisms  on  a  Subject,  on  which 
the  People  of  Massachusetts  have  no  Doubts  to  be  removed,  nor 
Errors  to  be  corrected.  Both  Russell  and  the  Editor  of  the 
Repertory  had  likewise  promised  Webster  to  publish  this  Argu- 
ment. Mr.  Lowell  had  travelled  to  Washington  and  there  met 
many  Virginians  &  Carolinians,  beside  Fromentin  who  inveighed 
most  bitterly  against  the  Attempt  to  annex  Conditions  to  the  ad- 
mission of  Missouri.  He  came  home  impressed  with  Fears  & 
Doubts  and  communicated  these  to  the  Printers.  Letters  from 
Washington,  it  is  said,  urged  most  vehemently  a  total  Silence  on 
the  Subject.  Quincy,  who  was  one  of  the  Boston  Memorialists, 
cooled  off  entirely  &  hesitated  on  the  Propriety  of  doing  anything. 
Mr.  Sullivan  who  delights  in  the  vSunshine  of  Popularity,  was  also 
deeply  affected.  Everything  must  give  way  to  the  Production  of 
a  right  Understanding  relative  to  the  Hartford  Convention,  and 
to  the  Establishment  of  the  fair  Fame  of  its  members,  which 
would  be  interfered  with,  if  this  Disposition  against  Slavery  was 
expressed  too  loudly.  The  Business  in  the  Legislature,  has  been 
suffered,  or  rather  caused,  to  go  on  in  so  languid  a  manner,  as  to 
produce  no  Effect  on  Congress.  In  writing  on  some  other  Sub- 
ject to  Mr.  Quincy,  I  told  him  I  could  comprehend  neither  the 
Wisdom  nor  Policy  which  closed  the  public  Presses  against 
the  Discussion  of  this  interesting  Subject,  and  procrastinated  the 
Expression  of  the  Sentiment  of  this  Government,  until  it  was 
certain  it  could  be  of  no  avail.  He  did  not  choose  to  make  any 
Reply.  This  is  the  dreadful  Policy,  which  has  its  origin  and 
Motive  in  an  Attempt  to  conciliate  all,  who  have  the  Disposal  of 
Office  &  Distinction,  at  every  Expence,  and,  as  I  think,  to  the 
Degradation  of  the  State  and  the  entire  Destruction  of  its  influ- 
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ence.  I  have  seen  no  one  from  Boston,  since  Sunday  and  do  not 
know,  what,  if  any  thing,  was  done  in  the  Business  on  Tuesday 
the  day  assigned  for  considering  it. 

The  detail  has  been  tedious,  but  I  thought  you  might  derive 
some  Information  from  knowing  some  of  the  Circumstances  of 
our  strange  Conduct. 

faithfully  &  affectionately,  your  Friend. 

C.  Gore. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Jan.  29,  1820. 
Mv  DEAR  Sir  : 

.  .  .  There  is  a  baneful  and  malignant  Influence  spreading 
itself  over  the  mind  &  Manners  of  the  State,  withering  its  nerves 
and  blighting  its  Vigour.  The  Governor,  as  I  am  told,  inculca- 
ting the  Doctrine  that  the  Legislature  had  better  not  interfere  on 
the  Subject  of  Missouri,  Quincy  already  committed  in  the  Boston 
Memorial,  declined  to  serve  on  a  Committee,  raised  for  the  Pur- 
pose of  expressing  the  sentiments  of  the  Legislature.  The  Gen- 
tlemen from  Maine  yield  to  the  unworthy  manoeuvre  of  Govr. 
Barbour.  In  fact  Massachusetts  cowers  under  the  arrogant  Pre- 
tentions of  Virginia,  and  without  a  Struggle  submits  to  have  the 
Chains,  under  which  she  groans,  rivetted  and  increased.  We 
have  done  enough  to  show  our  disposition,  and  retired  in  Season 
from  opposition,  to  afford  only  advantage  to  our  opponents,  and 
reap  nothing  but  contempt  for  ourselves.  Our  Manufacturing 
People,  I  mean  those  of  Waltham,  would  be  more  satisfied  with 
the  Prospect  of  the  present  Duty  being  permanent  than  to  see  it 
increased.  Under  the  latter  Plan,  should  it  take  place,  they 
would  greatly  fear  a  Reaction  in  Public  Sentiment,  that  might 
deprive  them  of  the  advantage  now  enjoyed.     .     .     . 

Your  faithful  Fd, 

C.  Gore. 
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R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Georgetown,  Jany.  30,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  duly  received  &  thank  you  for  your  kind  letter  of  the 
23d.  I  arrived  on  the  25th,  found  the  Senate  and  House  both 
engaged  upon  the  INIissouri  Question,  which  engrosses  the  whole 
time  and  attention  of  Congress.  The  Senate  have  been  employed 
a  fortnight  and  are  likely  to  be  so  a  week  longer  on  this  subject. 
The  debate  in  the  House,  it  is  said,  will  continue  thro'  all  Febru- 
ary. I  have  hitherto  taken  no  part  ;  coming  in  in  the  midst  of  the 
debate,  I  have  therefore  thought  it  most  becoming  to  hold  back. 
But  as  I  do  not  learn  that  any  new  point  has  been  advanced  which 
shakes  our  doctrine,  I  feel  no  solicitude,  except  for  the  result. 
Efforts  are  making  out  of  doors  to  weaken  the  good  cause  & 
seduce  those  who  can  be  warped  from  their  duty.  I  shall  avail 
myself  of  the  first  occasion  that  may  occur  to  reexamine  the  sub- 
ject, and  the  more  so  on  account  of  the  vanity  which  one  of  our 
old  acquaintances  has  manifested. 

262 
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I  have  maintained  the  same  behaviour,  reserved  but  not  disre- 
spectful, which  we  were  accustomed  to  observe  towards  this  gen- 
tleman [Mr.  W.  Pinkney].  The  day  of  my  arrival,  he  came  to  me 
with  much  appearance  of  frankness,  expressed  his  satisfaction  at 
our  meeting  here,  adding  that  he  took  the  first  opportunity  to 
say  to  me,  that  we  should  never  disagree  on  any  public  question 
in  the  Senate,  except  this  slave  restriction  &c.  &c.  You  may 
make  my  reply  as  well  as  I  repeat  it,  and  so  we  stand.  His  speech 
was  gaudy  and  captivating  ;  his  appearance  being  announced  the 
floor  of  the  Senate  was  filled  by  Ladies  &  Gentlemen,  a  majority 
of  the  former.  I  do  not  hear,  however,  that  it  is  alleged  that  any 
new  principle  was  established  ;  and  on  the  whole  have  a  suspicion 
that  the  effect  of  the  argument  was  not  that  promised^  as  well  as 
anticipated. 

Every  other  business  is  neglected  for  Missouri,  and  the  admis- 
sion of  Maine  is  made  precarious  by  the  conduct  of  Holmes,  whose 
vanity,  if  there  be  no  other  cause,  has  brought  him  forward  as  the 
champion  of  the  slave  States  ;  in  two  successive  days,  he  repeated, 
or  issued  a  new  edition  of  Mr.  Pinkney's  speech.  The  effect  is 
injurious  among  the  friends  of  Maine,  and  his  behavior  encour- 
ages the  enemies  to  persevere,  in  hopes  by  the  apostacy  of  the 
Reps,  from  Maine  to  establish  slavery  in  Missouri  &  throughout 
Louisiana.  ...  As  I  decline  going  into  company,  I  am  out 
of  the  current  of  small  news.     .     .     .  Yrs  R.  K. 


R.  King  to  M.  Van  Buren. 

{Private.') 

Washington,  Jany.  31,  4  o'cl.  p.m.,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  V.  P.  left  us  today  at  noon  ;  on  his  way  he  stopped  at  the 
Senate,  and  we  had  a  short  conference  in  one  of  the  Committee 
Rooms.  I  had  not  seen  him  since  the  date  of  my  last  letter, 
having  omitted  from  considerations  of  delicacy  to  call  upon  him. 

Alluding  to  his  nomination,  he  asked  me  what  course,  as  be- 
tween him  &  Clinton,  the  Federalists  would  in  my  opinion  be 
likely  to  take  :  before  answering,  I  asked  him  if  he  had  decided 
to  accept  the  nomination  ;  he  replied  that  he  had  not  yet  received 
it ;  the  same  having  been  forwarded  to  Mr.  Thompson  of  N.  Y., 
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who  detained  it  to  be  delivered  on  his  arrival  there  ;  that  he  had, 
therefore,  made  no  rejjly.  I  then  observed  as  between  him  &  Mr. 
Clinton,  my  apprehension  was  that  a  majority,  possibly  a  large 
majority  of  them,  would  vote  for  Mr.  Clinton  ;  adding  that  be- 
tween the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  Mr.  Clinton,  I  was  persuaded 
that  a  majority  of  the  Federalists  would  prefer  the  Secretary. 

He  observed  that  the  Secy,  of  the  Navy  would  decline  being 
the  candidate,  and  asked  what  would  be  the  issue  if  Judge  Yates 
be  the  Candidate.  I  replied  that  I  was  too  little  informed  to  be 
able  to  form  an  opinion  ;  that,  altho'  Mr.  Clinton  might  receive  a 
majority  of  the  Fedl.  votes,  he  (the  V.  P.)  would  doubtless 
obtain  a  majority  of  all  the  other  votes,  and  the  issue  wd.  depend 
on  the  comparison  of  the  two  majorities. 

Apologizing  for  the  frankness  with  which  I  expressed  my  opin- 
ions, I  added  that  I  hoped  he  would  wait  until  he  reached  N. 
York  before  he  decided  ;  perhaps  he  would  think  it  best  to  delay 
his  answer  until  he  arrived  at  Albany  ;  one  thing  I  considered  to  be 
absolutely  necessary  ;  that  was  that  hisa/c.  should  be  definitively- 
closed  before  the  election.  He  answered  that  he  was  going  im- 
mediately to  Albany,  with  four  propositions  which  would  lead  to 
a  final  settlement  ;  that  he  might  think  it  best  to  delay  his  answer 
to  the  nomination  until  he  should  reach  Albany.  He  was  in  his 
own  carriage,  but  should  perhaps  leave  it  for  a  more  rapid 
conveyance. 

I  said  in  conclusion,  that  altho'  I  would  naturally  suppose  that 
there  existed  great  impatience  to  receive  his  answer,  I  neverthe- 
less wished  him  to  delay  giving  it,  until  his  arrival  in  N.  Yk,  and, 
if  he  could  proceed  immediately,  until  he  could  reach  Albany. 

That  my  earnest  wish  was  the  exclusion  of  Mr.  Clinton,  and  my 
preference  (knowing  the  personal  sacrifice  he  would  make  in  con- 
senting to  his  own  nomination)  that  the  candidate  selected  should 
be  the  man  who  in  the  opinion  of  those  most  capable  to  decide, 
will  be  the  most  likely  to  accomplish  the  work. 
With  great  respect  &  esteem 

I  am,  Dear  Sir,  yr.  ob.  Ser. 

RuFus  King. 

[Endorsed,  "  Substance  of  letter  tho'  not  accurate."] 
Wrote  private  letter  to  V.  Buren,  that  I  did  not  infer  that  the 
Secy  of  Navy  wd.  refuse  in  case  the  V.  P.  should  do  it. 
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M.  Van  Buren  to  R.  King. 

Feby  2d,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

Yours  of  the  25th  &  28th  have  been  duly  received  &  I  return 
you  my  thanks  for  your  prompt  attention  to  a  subject  so  interest- 
ing to  us.  There  has  been  a  degree  of  coyness  between  our 
friends  on  this  subject  which  has  been  troublesome  to  me.  I  was 
in  hopes  it  would  be  peculiarly  in  your  power  to  dispel  it,  as  I 
know  the  extent  of  their  confidence  in  &  the  warmth  of  their 
friendship  for  you.  The  Secretary  is  a  man  of  the  most  perfect 
simplicity  &  fairness  with  his  friends.  The  V.  P.  is  equally  sin- 
cere, but  his  intercourse  for  so  many  years  with  the  politician  black- 
legs of  our  state  has  rendered  him  more  circumspect.  I  reed,  last 
evening  a  long  letter  from  the  Secy,  in  which  he  informs  me  that 
the  vice  President  will  stand  &i  that  he  "  is  thus  relieved  from  any  re- 
j>ly  to  my  confidential  letter  " — I  write  him  by  this  mail  soliciting  him 
to  authorize  me  (if  the  V.  P.  when  he  arrives  here  should  wish  to 
decline)  to  act  for  him  according  to  my  discretion,  promising  him 
that  neither  the  Vice  President,  nor  any  other  person,  shall  be 
informed  of  it,  if  the  event  which  would  call  for  its  promulgation 
does  not  happen.  I  commit  it  to  your  discretion  to  forward  this 
application  in  such  manner  as  you  shall  think  best. 

We  had  yesterday  a  severe  contest  on  joint  ballot  for  regent 
and  succeeded  in  appointing  our  good  friend  Wm.  A.  Duer  Esq 
by  a  majority  of  three  ;  this  is  a  bitter  pill  for  our  adversaries  & 
most  grateful  to  the  feelings  of  Mr.  Duer  &  his  friends. 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  communicate  to  you  from  time  to 
time  whatever  may  transpire  here  of  interest. 

Yours  affectionately 

M.  V.  Buren. 


W.  King  to  R.  King. 

Boston,  February  6th,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Your  letter  under  date  30th  Ulto.  came  duly  to  hand.  Mr. 
Holmes'  course  is  generally  complained  of  here,  and  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  his  constituents  will  not  be  disposed  to  overlook 
his  present  conduct. 
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We  shall  repeal  the  proviso  in  our  Act  making  it  necessary  to 
have  the  assent  of  Congress  by  the  3d.  of  March  ;  your  opinions 
correspond  perfectly  with  those  which  we  have  entertained  on 
the  subject ;  Senators  in  Congress  we  could  not  expect  to  have 
until  we  are  admitted  into  the  Union. 

I  enclose  you  a  Memorial  which  has  been  presented  to  our 
Legislature,  and  signed  by  all  the  Counls.,  Senators,  Representa- 
tives, and  other  persons  from  Maine,  now  at  this  place.  Having 
been  resisted  in  all  our  former  measures  this  course  was  adopted 
to  preserve  the  necessary  unanimity  in  future. 

Affectionately  yours 

W.  King. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Washington,  Feb.  6,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.    .    .    We  have  heard  nothing  of  the  V.  P.  since  his  departure. 

The  Missouri  question  is  still  in  debate*;  for  two  days  past 

*  "  Feby.  4th,  1S20,  Mr.  Sanford,  one  of  the  Senators  from  New  York, 
was  here.  His  colleague,  Mr.  R.  King,  came  and  passed  a  couple  of  hours  with 
me  at  my  office.  He  has  been  returned  to  the  Senate  by  the  Legislature  of 
New  York  in  a  manner  which  is  unparalleled  in  this  Union.  The  choice  ought 
regularly  to  have  been  made  this  time  last  winter  ;  but  there  were  three  parties 
in  the  Legislature,  of  which  that  in  favor  of  Mr.  King  was  the  smallest.  Gov- 
ernor Clinton's  influence  was  all  exerted  against  him,  and  the  Republican 
opposition  to  Clinton  had  a  candidate  of  their  own.  When  the  next  House  of 
Assembly  were  chosen,  last  May,  it  turned  out  that  the  federalists  had  gained 
ground  which  Clinton's  party  had  lost.  He,  therefore  to  maintain  himself, 
found  it  indispensably  necessary  to  conciliate  the  federalists,  and,  besides  ap- 
pomting  several  of  them  to  important  offices  in  the  State,  he  changed  his  policy 
towards  Mr.  King,  to  such  a  degree  that  in  his  speech  to  the  New  York  Legis- 
lature, he  recommended  King  to  their  choice  not  indeed  by  name,  but  designat- 
ing him  in  terms  not  to  be  mistaken.  The  republican  opposition  took  also  the 
same  direction,  and  King  who,  after  10  trials  last  winter,  could  not  get  so  many 
as  twenty  votes  out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  now  came  in  by  a  unanimous  vote 
of  the  Senate  and  by  all  but  three  in  the  House  of  Assembly.  Shortly  after 
the  meeting  of  Congress,  he  published,  at  the  request  of  a  Missouri  question 
meeting  at  New  York,  the  substance  of  his  two  speeches  last  winter  in  the 
Senate  on  that  bill,  which  was  then  lost  by  the  disagreement  between  the  two 
Houses  on  the  restricting  clause.  This  publication  has  largely  contributed  to 
kindle  the  flame  now  raging  throughout  the  Union  on  that  question,  and  which 
threatens  its  dissolution.     King  is  strongly  affected  and  agitated  by  it.     Whether 
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the  Senate  have  not  been  in  Session  ;  the  subject  will  be  resumed 
tomorrow,  and  as  soon  as  it  comes  up  in  a  shape  to  permit  me  to 
do  it  without  discovering  too  much  zeal,  I  will  take  part  in  the 
debate. 

The  Massachusetts  Legislature  behave  with  meanness  & 
timidity,  and  Maine  is  overanxious,  so  that  I  fear  defection  ;  we 
are  moreover  exposed  to  seduction.  On  the  whole  I  feel  much 
concern  for  the  issue,  which,  if  decided  against  us,  settles  forever 
the  Dominion  of  the  Union.  Not  only  the  Presidency,  but  the 
Supreme  Judiciary,  at  least  a  majority  of  its  members,  will  forever 
hereafter  come  from  the  slave  Region.  This  is  as  fully  under- 
stood, and  almost  avowed,  as  any  future  purpose.  So  that  the  de- 
cision of  Missouri,  will  also  determine  whether  the  Citizens  of  the 
free  States  are  to  hold  even  their  actual  political  Rights,  or  to  be 
hereafter  debarred  of  some  of  the  most  important  of  them.  Old 
Mr.  Adams,  as  he  is  the  first,  will  on  this  hypothesis  be  the  last 
President  from  a  free  state., 

Adieu  truly  yours 
RuFus  King. 


J.  A,  King  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  Feb'y  7th,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  received  your  letter  enclosing  a  communication  for  Mr  Van 
Buren.  He  had  previously  heard  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
at  great  length.  The  Secretary  stated  that  Tompkins  had  deter- 
mined to  accept  the  nomination  and  that  in  this  decision  he 
fully  acquiesced.  He  thought  that  there  was  no  other  man 
of  their  party  who  would  unite  so  many  Republican  Votes  ;  and 
that  if  he  should  decline,  and  the  party  be  thereby  obliged  to 
proceed  to  another  nomination,  the  novelty  of  the  procedings 
would  in  his  judgment  have  the  worst  possible  influence  upon  the 
minds  even  of  their  best  friends  ;  that  it  would  be  attributed  to 
fear  and  indecision  and  that  the  same  reason  which  would  pro- 
he  sees  the  consequences  in  their  full  extent,  and  has  made  up  his  mind  to  pro- 
mote them,  even  to  the  separation  of  the  Union,  I  am  not  sure  ;  but  my  own 
opinion  is,  that  no  man  ought  to  take  an  active  part  in  that  discussion  without 
being  first  prepared  for  that,  and  reconciled  to  it,  because  it  must  end  in  that."' 
— J.  Q.  Adams'  Memoiis,  iv.,  p.  517. 
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duce  the  declension  on  the  part  of  the  V.  P.,  would  operate  with 
equal  force  against  any  other  candidate  they  should  select  ;  that 
but  one  thing  was  wanting  in  the  case  of  the  V.  P.  in  order  to  give 
him  the  same  currency  which  he  has  hitherto  had,  which  is  a  Set- 
tlement of  his  accounts  previous  to  the  Election  ;  he  added  that 
the  determination  of  the  V.  P.  to  accept  would  relieve  him  from 
the  embarrassment  of  replying  to  the  confidential  letter  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  .  .  .  The  V.  P.  is  momently  expected — as  yet 
no  formal  acceptance  has  been  received  from  him  ;  hopes  are  still 
entertained  that  his  decision  upon  the  first  presentation  of  the 
subject,  may  yet  yield  to  the  wishes  of  many  of  his  oldest  friends. 
Those  however  who  know  him  best  have  no  such  hopes.  Judge 
Yates  has  said  that  he  never  refused  an  offer  of  any  sort  in 
his  life,  and  that  there  were  reasons  of  peculiar  force  in  the  pres- 
ent case  which  would  forbid  any  chance  of  his  refusal.  I  fear 
from  what  has  fallen  from  Judge  Yates  that  if  the  V.  P.  accepts, 
he  and  all  his  connexions  will  at  the  election  be  found  on  the  side 
of  Mr  Clinton.  He  thinks  that  he  has  been  trifled  with,  and  that 
the  time  has  come  when  he  must  take  a  part  in  the  con- 
flict.    .     .     . 

Affectionately  Yours. 

John  A.  King. 


D.  CoRRY  TO  R.  King. 

Augusta,  Maine,  Feb.  7,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

We  protest,  solemnly  protest,  against  coupling  the  destiny  of 
Maine,  the  civilized  populous  State  of  Maine,  (300000  free  inhabi- 
tants) with  the  trackless  regions,  the  dreary  wastes,  the  sable 
tribes  of  the  Missouri  beyond  the  Mississippi.  We  pretend  not 
to  dictate,  to  instruct,  or  to  memorialize  the  venerable,  the  honor- 
able Senators  of  the  U.  S.  how,  or  in  what  mode  they  ought 
to  legislate  for  those  people,  &  for  that  territory  yet  unforrested 
&  with  but  few  inhabitants.  We  wish  it  may  be  distinctly  under- 
stood that  Maine  disclaims  those  pretentions — Sir,  we  simply  ask, 
-9:0. petition*  we  respectfully  solicit  &  request  to  be  admitted  into 
the  Union,  conformable  to  the  express  provisions  of  the  Con- 

*  I  was  one  of  the  committee  for  preparing  and  reporting  i\i&  petition. 
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stitution.  We  recognize  in  the  National  compact  a  noble,  a 
proud  inscription,  pledged,  as  some  understand  it,  for  the  success 
of  the  petition  from  Maine — from  Maine,  Sir,  this  place  of  your 
nativity  ;  and  we  derive  great  satisfaction  in  learning  that  you 
have  again  taken  a  seat  in  the  Senate,  where  you  so  ably  ad- 
vocated the  cause  of  Maine  the  last  session  on  the  question  of  the 
coasting-law.  Sir,  we  calculate  very  much  from  your  aid  and  as- 
sistance in  whatever  may  yet  promote  the  best  interests  of  Maine. 

The  great  unanimity  which  at  this  time  prevails  on  the  ques- 
tion of  our  Independence,  both  in  Maine  and  Masstts.  must  be 
ascribed  to  an  over-ruling  providence,  in  bringing  nearer  to  a 
close,  the  efforts  of  the  friends  of  the  measure.  Sir,  we  look  with 
confidence  to  a  favorable  result,  and  an  honorable  organization  of 
our  new  government.         I  am,  dear  Sir  respectfully, 

Your  humble  serv't 

Daniel  Corry. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Washington,  Feby  11,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  been  very  much  engaged  in  the  Missouri  question  ;  I 
mean  that  it  having  become  expedient  that  I  shd.  take  a  part  in 
the  debate,  I  have  been  occupied  in  arranging  the  subject  in  my 
mind,  and  to-day  delivered  my  opinions  to  the  Senate  :  with  what 
effect  I  cannot  say,  but  if  I  satisfied  nobody  else,  I  may  say  to  you, 
that  I  satisfied  myself.*    The  cause  is  desperate  in  the  Senate,  and 

*  In  his  Memoirs,  vol.  iv.,  p.  523,  Mr.  John  Quincy  Adams  writes  : 
"  Feby.  nth  I  went  up  to  the  Capitol  and  heard  Mr.  King  in  the  Senate,  upon 
what  is  called  the  Missouri  question.  He  had  been  speaking  perhaps  an  hour 
before  I  went  in  and  I  heard  him  about  an  hour.  His  manner  is  dignified, 
grave,  earnest  but  not  rapid  or  vehement.  There  was  nothing  new  in  his 
argument,  but  he  unravelled  with  ingenious  and  subtle  analysis  many  of  the 
sophistical  tissues  of  the  slave-holders.  He  laid  down  the  position  of  the  natural 
liberty  of  man,  and  its  incompatibility  with  slavery  in  any  shape.  He  also 
questioned  the  constitutional  right  of  the  President  and  Senate  to  make  the 
Louisiana  Treaty  ;  but  he  did  not  dwell  upon  these  points,  nor  draw  the  con- 
sequences from  them  which  I  should  think  important  in  speaking  on  that  sub- 
ject. He  spoke  however  with  great  power,  and  the  great  slave-holders  in  the 
House,  gnawed  their  lips  and  clutched  their  fists  as  they  heard  him.  .  .  . 
We  attended  an  evening  party  at  Mr.  Calhoun's,  and  heard  nothing  but  the 
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my  object  was,  by  taking  a  bold  position,  and  defending  it  with 
some  vigour  and  much  confidence,  to  encourage  &  hold  up  others 
who  were  languid  &  discouraged.  I  shall  be  greatly  misrepre- 
sented, but  correct  in  my  principles  and  able  as  I  think  to  defend 
them  and  protect  myself,  this  little  warfare  will  give  me  no  con- 
cern. Every  new  speech  becomes  the  material  of  another,  and 
the  end  and  issue  of  the  debate  are  beyond  conjecture.     .     .     . 

Faithfully  yrs.         RuFus  King. 

Missouri  question  and  Mr.  King's  speeches.  The  slave-holders  cannot  hear  of 
them  without  being  seized  with  cramps.  They  call  them  seditious  and  inflam- 
matory, when  their  greatest  real  defect  is  their  timidity." 

Mr.  John  A.  Dix  in  his  Autobiography,  published  by  his  son  Rev.  Dr.  Dix, 
gives  an  estimate  of  the  oratorical  powers  of  Mr.  King  contrasted  with  those  of 
William  Pinkney  of  Maryland  in  the  debate  relative  to  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri as  a  State  of  the  Union.  He  says  :  "  The  winters  I  passed  in  Washington 
were  prolific  of  exciting  debates  in  Congress,  to  many  of  which"  I  was  an  auditor. 
The  one  which  was  most  fruitful  of  angry  controversy,  of  wide-spread  interest 
and  deep  feeling,  and  even  of  fears  in  timid  quarters  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Union,  was  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  the  State  of  Missouri  into  the  Union, 
with  a  provision  prohibiting  slavery  north  of  the  latitude  of  36°  30'.  I  was  so 
fortunate  as  to  hear  the  two  speeches  which  on  opposite  sides  of  the  question, 
were  considered  the  most  able  and  are  to  this  day  the  most  noted — those  of  Mr. 
Pinkney  of  Maryland  against  the  prohibition,  and  Rufus  King  of  New  York  in 
favor  of  it.  It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  a  greater  contrast  than  that  in  the 
oratory  of  the  two  senators.  Mr.  King's  was  calm,  dignified,  argumentative, 
forcible  and  at  times  fervid.  Pinkney's  was  impassioned,  fiery  and  sometimes 
bordering  on  violence,  but  sustained  throughout  with  surpassing  logical  power. 
It  is  generally  conceded  to  have  been  the  most  effective  effort  of  his  life  ;  and 
in  the  history  of  our  public  debates  nothing,  perhaps,  is  so  much  to  be  regretted 
as  that  this  speech  was  not  fully  reported.  Rufus  King  responded  in  all  respects 
to  my  conception  of  the  old  Roman  senator,  maintaining  in  his  manner  the 
quiet  dignity  appropriate  to  the  undisputed  masters  of  the  greatest  empire  of  the 
ancient  world.  Mr.  Pinkney  seemed  to  me  like  one  of  the  democratic  orators  of 
antiquity,  whose  aim  it  was  to  carry  with  them  the  passions  as  well  as  the  con- 
victions of  the  masses,  by  whom  the  movements  of  the  government  were  swayed. 
I  thought  in  one  or  two  instances  that  the  vehemence  of  the  manner  was  dis- 
proportioned  to  the  thought  it  was  intended  to  emphasize.  For  instance,  I 
remember  as  he  stood  beside  his  seat  he  rushed  forward  three  or  four  steps  and, 
with  a  tremendous  supplosio pedis,  one  of  the  devices  of  ancient  oratory,  he  pro- 
nounced the  words,  'Distance  is  a  mighty  engine.'  Untrained  as  I  was  at 
that  time  in  the  school  of  oratory,  it  struck  me  that  the  sentiment,  separated 
from  the  accessory,  did  not  justify  so  passionate  an  utterance.  But  of  the  im- 
mense power  of  the  orator  and  his  finished  delivery  no  listener  could  entertain 
a  doubt." — Vol.  i.,  p.  60. 
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ROBT.  H.   GOLDSBOROUGH  TO  R.  KiNG. 

Near  Easton,  Feby.  nth,  1820. 
In   this  letter  the  writer  says  he  has   forwarded  to  Mr. 
King  some  excellent  hams,  which  he  commends  very  highly 
and  hopes  he  has  received.     He  continues: 

.  ,  .  It  is  a  matter  of  great  congratulation  among  your 
friends  throughout  the  country  that  you  have  been  again  returned 
to  the  Senate  of  the  U.  States  and  none  feel  more  gratification 
than  I  do  on  the  occasion.  The  late  unexpected  change  in  Mary- 
land, instead  of  a  friend,  I  might  say  a  Disciple,  has  given  you  a 
formidable  Gentn.*  to  contend  with,  who  I  learn  goes  to  the 
Senate  inflated  with  his  success  at  the  bar,  arrogantly  promising 
to  level  all  opposition  at  his  feet.  .  .  .  Few  instances  have 
occurred  when  two  gentlemen  took  a  seat  on  a  legislative  body 
with  more  fearful  anxiety  of  being  assailed.  The  other  gentn.  you 
will  find  equally  confident  in  his  opinions,  but  very  much  less  able 
to  sustain  them.  The  change  under  the  new  order  of  things  in 
Maryland,  I  must  confess  is  a  divine  one  ;  for  instead  of  two 
humble  mortals,  such  as  poor  Hanson  &  myself,  the  sovereignty 
of  the  State  is  now  represented  by  two  Gods,  Mercury  &  Plutus. 
Eloquence  and  Riches.  ...  I  beg  you.  Sir,  to  be  assured  of 
my  great  respect  and  esteem,  &  believe  me  your  very  faithful 
humble  servt. 

ROBT.   H.  GOLDSBOROUGH. 


The  very  interesting  nature  of  the  account  of  the  feeling 
and  action  of  Boston  people  in  reference  to  the  Missouri 
Question  is  the  reason  for  giving  the  following  letter  not- 
withstanding its  length. 

W.  Tudor  to  R.  King. 

Boston,  Feb.  12,  1S20. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Having  felt  a  strong  interest  in  the  question  that  has  produced 
so  much  excitement  &  debate  within  the  walls  of  the  Capitol,  and 
having  found  this  interest  grow  deeper  the  more  I  considered  the 
subject,  I  have  frequently  intended  to  write  to   you  upon  this 

*  Mr.  W.  Pinkney. 
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"  Missouri  question,"  asil  have  been  convinced  that  it  is  chiefly 
owing  to  you  that  the  nation  has  been  awakened  to  examine  its 
consequences.  A  fear  that  a  faint  echo  from  hence  might  not  be 
worth  attention  amid  the  concussions  that  shake  the  atmosphere 
about  you  has  hitherto  prevented  me.  I  hope  you  will  excuse 
the  intrusion  now. 

You  may  perhaps  recollect  when  I  had  the  honor  of  dining 
with  you  at  Mr  Webster's,  that  among  other  topics  of  discussion, 
you  remarked,  incidentally,  on  the  total  indifference  which  reigned 
here  on  this  question,  the  most  important  one  that  had  been  dis- 
cussed since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution.  I  confess  that  I 
knew  &  thought  as  little  about  it  as  the  rest  of  the  community  ; 
but  your  remark  sank  into  my  mind,  and  occupied  my  thoughts. 
I  at  last  determined  to  make  some  effort  here,  though  this  was  to 
be  done  under  the  striking  disadvantage  of  having  both  our  Sena- 
tors &  Representatives  committed  on  the  wrong  side.  I  conversed 
with  a  few  of  our  leading  people,  and  got  them  slowly  to  assent 
to  an  effort  to  excite  public  opinion  ;  engaged  some  young  men 
to  write  ;  if  we  had  a  town  meeting  Webster  agreed  to  speak. 
After  writing  myself  one  or  two  articles,  the  resolutions  from 
Trenton  came  on,  and  soon  after  the  circulars  from  New  York, 
which  produced  a  meeting  of  several  gentlemen  to  prepare  what 
was  afterward  done  here.  I  mention  these  circumstances  to  shew 
you  that  the  first  steps  taken  here  arose  from  a  remark  of  yours, 
and  grew  out  of  it  spontaneously  without  any  knowledge,  that 
contemporaneous  efforts  were  making  elsewhere. 

I  received  a  letter  a  few  days  since  from  Mr  Mason  at  Ports- 
mouth, expressing  surprise  at  the  manner  in  which  our  Legislature 
were  acting,  or  rather  not  acting,  on  this  great  question.  The 
truth  is  the  conduct  here  is  only  a  continuation  of  that  inconsist- 
ency and  absurdity,  which  have  for  no  inconsiderable  period 
characterized  us.  To  have  done  what  we  ought  not  to  have  done 
and  to  leave  undone  what  we  ought  to  have  done,  should  be  part 
of  our  political,  as  well  as  our  religious  confession  :  all  which 
arises  from  our  having  no  leader  and  no  man  with  sufficient 
capacity  &  experience  to  point  out  what  shall  be  done  &  what 
shall  be  avoided. 

Our  Governor  said  nothing  in  his  speech,  and  our  Legislature 
are  backward  :  you  may  account  for  this  from  a  knowledge  of 
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our  general  conduct,  and  one  or  two  particular  cases  will  still 
further  explain  it.  Mr  Lowell  made  a  hasty  tour  at  the  com- 
mencement of  winter  to  Carolina,  coming  back  by  land,  and 
travelling  with  several  southern  members  of  Congress  ;  his  imagi- 
nation easily  excited  was  powerfully  affected  by  the  universal 
violence  &  passion  which  he  met  with  in  all  the  southern  people 
and  though  on  other  occasions  he  has  shewn  himself,  too  fond  of 
the  right  to  pursue  the  expedient  when  the  course  was  not  quite 
so  obvious,  his  mind  was  prepared  to  receive  the  suggestions  of 
expediency  that  were  either  weakly  or  insidiously  urged.  The 
consequence  was  he  came  home  here,  advising  every  one  to  do 
nothing,  not  to  interfere,  and  that  we  should  defeat  all  our  own 
purposes  by  so  doing — what  these  were  I  know  not — his  advice 
had  its  weight,  &  the  more  so,  because  if  a  man  of  his  suscepti- 
bility &  systematic  jealousy  was  not  alarmed — cooler  men  need 
apprehend  nothing. 

Another  individual,  (I  write  freely)  Mr  Quincy,  was  opposed 
to  the  movement  here  from  the  beginning,  and  for  this  exquisite 
reason  ;  he  feared  the  strength  of  these  Western  States  ;  that  some 
day  or  other,  they  would  overrun  the  country,  and  drive  us  all 
into  the  sea  !  and  therefore  he  wished  they  might  have  slaves  to 
weaken  them  !  this  opinion  I  suppose  grows  out  of  some  confu- 
sion of  totally  different  eras  &  events  in  his  mind.  He  is  a  worthy 
man  and  might  be  a  useful  one,  if  there  was  any  syphon  to  draw 
him  off,  but  before  he  pours  out  his  wine  he  always  shakes  the 
bottle,  so  that  the  liquor  is  commonly  turbid.  Now  these  two 
gentlemen  were  prominent  promoters  of  all  the  measures  which 
would  have  led  to  a  civil  war  at  a  most  unfortunate  &  obnoxious 
moment,  the  object  of  which  was  avowed  to  obtain  this  very 
pinciple,  which  now  when  it  comes  naturally  forward  in  a  time  of 
peace  they  think  it  good  policy  to  abandon. 

Mr  Mason  who  was  so  wisely  selected  to  represent  this  district 
writes  to  Dr.  Eustis  (who  called  on  me  a  few  days  since  when  we 
had  a  good  deal  of  conversation  on  this  topic)  that  the  bringing 
up  this  question  is  altogether  an  intrigue  of  Dewitt  Clinton's  to 
get  over  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  and  that  he  is  deeply  mortified 
to  find  the  table  covered  with  remonstrances  from  this  part  of  the 
country  ;  while  the  poor  Western  people  who  are  suffering  so 
much  do  not  say  a  word.     I  think  no  gentleman  in  Virginia  can 

VOL.  VI. — 18. 
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wish  the  delicacy  of  this  district  to  be  carried  further,  than  to  be 
mortified  that  petitions  should  be  presented  against  a  series  of 
measures  that  will  annihilate  the  greater  part  of  their  commerce, 
and  against  a  violation  of  the  spirit  of  the  constitution,  that  will  for- 
ever destroy  the  balance  of  power. 

Mr  Mason  also  who  was  chosen,  as  the  proper  person  "/<?  get 
our  7noney  "  represents  that  the  feelings  of  the  southern  gentle- 
men are  so  hurt  by  our  resistance  to  their  humane  views  for  their 
slaves,  that  we  shall  never  receive  payment  for  our  claims.  I 
believe  Massachusetts  honestly  entitled  to  a  large  part  of  what  she 
demands,  but  I  wish  the  question  was  settled.  The  money  had 
better  be  at  the  bottom  of  the  ocean  than  held  up  to  induce  the 
most  ruinous  sacrifice  of  great  political  considerations. 

llf  this  Missouri  question  is  lost,  I  believe  the  separation  of  the 
Union  inevitable.  For  however  the  southern  politicians  may 
calculate  on  our  supineness  in  the  free  States,  however  they  may 
think  us  bounded  in  our  views  by  small  localities,  given  up  to 
the  pursuit  of  private  interest  exclusively,  and  broken  into  factions 
occupied  in  desultory  contentions  about  their  paltry  concerns  ; 
they  cannot  suppose  us  so  wholly  insensible,  as  to  be  patient  under 
the  state  of  things  that  will  arise  when  their  blessed  "  diffusion^' 
of  slavery  has  taken  place,  when  not  only  the  Senate  is  gone, 
but  in  the  House  there  shall  be  sixty  members,  the  representatives 
of  slaves,  sent  by  the  masters  of  slaves — What  an  odor  will  arise 
from  such  an  assembly  ?  the  corruption  of  the  rotten  boroughs  in 
England  will  emit  the  perfumes  of  Araby  the  blest  in  comparison. 
The  Virginians  seem  to  have  lashed  themselves  into  rage  on  this 
point.  Mr.  Randolph's  apposite  quotation  from  Charles  the  12th 
inscription  on  the  map  of  Riga,  was  a  suitable  authority — he  might 
have  been  reminded  of  the  fate  of  Charles — it  may  be  ominous. 
I  do  not  know  whether  you  can  be  congratulated  on  getting  rid  of 
the  chronic  diplomacy  of  Spain  as  the  subject  of  your  discus- 
sions, when  it  is  succeeded  by  a  disorder  so  much  more  acute  & 
virulent  which  I  fear  will  gangrene  the  vitals  of  the  constitution, 
and  produce  a  premature  dissolution.  This  subject  has  led  me 
further  than  I  intended.     .     .     . 

I  am  almost  ashamed  to  send  you  such  a  volume.  I  will  not  add 
to  it  by  apologies,  but  beg  you  to  believe  that  I  am  with  the  highest 
respect  Your  hble  serv't  W.  Tudor. 
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R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Washington,  Feb.  16,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

Two  or  three  days  since  I  received  your  letter  of ,   but 

having  entered  fully  into  the  Missouri  Debate,  I  have  been  so 
entirely  engaged  in  it,  that  I  have  attended  to  nothing  else.  On 
the  Eleventh,  Friday,  I  made  my  speech  :  the  Senate  adjourned 
till  Monday  14th  and  yesterday  Mr.  Pinkney  delivered  his  answer 
taking  about  three  hours.  Today  I  reinforced  my  first  day's 
work,  coupling  therewith  my  animadversions  on  Mr.  P's  reply. 

Mr.  Pinkney's  speech  was,  I  am  told,  in  his  usual  manner,  but 
very  respectful,  indeed  copiously  so  to  me.  This  finished  our 
debate,  and  on  the  question  to  join  Missouri  to  Maine,  the 
Senate  divided  23  for  &  21  against  the  junction.  A  proposal  is 
now  made  by  a  Senator,  who  was  for  the  junction  of  the  two  Bills, 
to  couple  with  the  Bill  a  provision,  which  in  effect  will  admit 
slavery  in  Missouri,  Arkansas  and  another  Region  west  of  the 
latter  sufficient  for  another  State,  and  to  restrict  the  remainder  of 
the  Territory  W.  of  the  M.  so  that  slavery  shall  not  be  allowed 
within  the  same.  The  fate  of  this  proposal,  I  am  told,  tho'  uncer- 
tain, will  be  agreeable  to  the  views  of  its  mover.  When  the  ques- 
tion will  be  settled  nobody  can  say  :  many  speeches  are  still  to 
be  made  in  the  H.  of  R.     .     .     .  Yrs, 

R.  K. 


RoBT.  Troup  to  R.  King. 

Geneva,  16  Feb.,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  am  informed  that  Dr.  Morse,  and  his  friend  Mr.  Williams — 
an  Indian  Catechist  of  the  Oneida  tribe — are  at  Washington  in 
prosecution  of  their  plan  for  civilizing  the  Indians,  by  getting 
them  to  concentrate  on  some  particular  reservation,  or  remove 
further  West.  Such  is  also  supposed  to  be  the  plan  of  the 
government ;  and  it  is  one  that  would  promote  the  interest  of  my 
self  and  friends  owning  the  reservations  in  this  State.  As  far  as 
you  can  with  propriety  favor  the  success  of  Dr.  Morse  with  your 
advice  &  influence,  I  should  be  happy  if  you  would  do  it. 

Hard  times  here  for  land  holders  and  land  sellers  !  Great 
plenty  of  produce,  but  no  market  for  it,  and  no  money  in  circula- 
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tion.  Not  even  money  enough  to  be  obtained  for  the  payment  of 
the  ordinary  taxes.  We  are  looking  to  Congress  to  help  us  to  a 
better  state  of  things.     Can  you  do  it  ?     I  fear  not. 

Yours  very  truly, 

RoBT.  Troup. 

R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Feby.  17,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  have  been  deeply  engaged  in  the  Missouri  question.  Mr.  P, 
had  delivered  his  speech  before  my  arrival ;  it  was  pronounced  by 
his  admirers  to  be  unanswerable,  and  some  of  our  friends,  who 
arrived  here  from  New  York,  and  who  stayed  a  day  or  two  in  Bal- 
timore, on  their  way  to  attend  the  Supreme  Court,  were  told  that 
Mr.  K.  was  a  respectable  man,  and  on  that  account,  his  friends  in 
Baltimore  were  glad  that  he  had  not  deemed  it  necessary  to  reply 
to  Mr.  P.  or  to  make  a  speech  in  the  Missouri  bill.  I  was  not, 
however,  of  this  opinion  and  on  Friday  last  delivered  a  speech, 
not  in  answer  to  Mr.  P.,  for  I  had  not  heard  him,  but  on  the  main 
points  of  the  Question  ;  and  after  giving  &  sustaining  as  well  as  I 
could  the  true  construction  of  the  Constitution  on  this  subject,  I 
referred  the  decision  of  the  Restriction  on  Missouri  to  the  broad 
principles  of  the  law  of  Nature,*  a  law  established  by  the  Creator, 
which  has  existed  from  the  beginning,  extends  over  the  whole 
globe,  is  everywhere,  and  at  all  times,  binding  upon  mankind  :    A 

*  The  following  is  the  statement  Mr.  King  made : 

'  "  The  extension  of  slavery  beyond  the  old  thirteen  States  was  a  violation  of 
the  compact.  It  abridged  the  political  power  of  the  non-slaveholding  States. 
The  admission  of  Louisiana  itself  made  a  new  confederation  or  compact  ;  and 
if  the  attempt  to  extend  slavery  beyond  the  Mississippi  succeed,  the  people  of 
the  north  ought  not  to  submit  for  any  interest  whatever  ;  that  no  act  ought  to 
be  put  in  competition  with  political  power  :  if  it  was,  as  one  of  the  original 
parties  to  the  compact,  he  felt  himself  in  honor  bound  not  to  submit.  And  now, 
Mr.  President,  I  approach  a  very  delicate  subject.  1  regret  the  occasion  that 
renders  it  necessary  for  me  to  speak  of  it,  because  it  may  give  offence,  where 
none  is  intended.  But  my  purpose  is  fixed.  Mr.  President  I  have  yet  to  learn 
that  one  man  can  make  a  slave  of  another  ;  if  one  man  cannot  do  so,  no  number 
of  individuals  can  have  any  better  right  to  do  it,  and  I  hold  that  all  laws  and 
compacts  imposing  any  such  condition  upon  any  human  being  are  absolutely 
void,  because  contrary  to  the  law  of  nature,  which  is  the  law  of  God,  by  which 
he  makes  his  way  known  to  man,  and  is  paramount  to  all  human  control." 
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law  which  applies  to  nations,  because  their  members  are  still  men  ; 
a  law  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  constitutional,  conventional  & 
civil  laws,  none  of  which  are  valid  if  contrary  to  the  law  of  nature  ; 
that  according  to  this  law  all  men  are  born  free,  and  justly  entitled 
to  the  possession  of  life  and  liberty  and  to  the  free  pursuit  of 
happiness.  Hence  that  man  could  not  enslave  man  ;  and  that 
states  could  not  make  them  slaves,  since  they  could  not  possess 
any  authority  except  that  wh.  naturally  belongs  to  man. 

That  no  act  of  the  State,  no  treaty  concluded  by  it,  no  law 
which  it  might  ordain,  if  contrary  to  natural  law,  could  be  valid. 
That  the  political  reasons  agt.  the  extension  of  slavery,  were 
enough  to  restrain  Congress  from  consenting  to  it ;  but  were  this 
not  the  case,  the  law  of  nature  imposes  this  restraint,  and  as 
slavery  may  be  prohibited  by  Congress,  they  are  bound  to  pro- 
hibit it,  and  moreover  are  restrained  from  leaving  it  to  the  deci- 
sion of  Missouri  for  qui  non  prohibet,  cum  prohibere  possit,jubet. 

In  appealing  to  these  principles,  I  stated  that  they  were  invoked 
in  justification  of  my  opposition,  and  must  not,  and  ought  not  to 
be  intended  or  applied  to  slavery  or  the  laws  respecting  it  in  the 
old  States  ;  that  altho'  established  against  natural  law,  yet  those 
who  established  it  were  independent  and  not  accountable  to  any 
other  State  ;  that  this  independence  of  States  and  nations  ex- 
cludes all  other  States  from  interfering  with  or  enquiring  respect- 
ing their  performance  of  its  duties.  On  this  principle,  the  system 
of  neutrality  between  nations  is  founded  ;  every  State  in  its  dis- 
putes with  another  claims  that  justice  is  on  her  side  ;  her  opponent 
denies  it,  and  as  no  third  nation  can  interpose  to  judge  the  ques- 
tion, without  destroying  the  equality  and  independence  of  nations, 
and  breaking  up  the  foundations  of  natural  society,  both  the 
parties  in  war  are  presumed  to  be  right  and  a  code  of  laws  is  pro- 
vided to  regulate  the  Duties  and  Rights  of  Neutrality ;  So  in 
respect  to  slavery  in  the  old  States,  Congress  are  restrained  from 
inquiring  into  the  legality  of  slavery  which  is  established  in  the 
old  States.  But  in  a  new  case,  where  the  slavery  is  made  to 
depend  on  the  law  of  nature,  Congress  are  thereby  forbidden  to 
give  their  consent,  &c — 

The  Senate  was  adjourned  under  much  excitement  created  by 
my  introduction  of  what  was  called  original  principles.  Four 
days  after,  on  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Pinkney  made  a  studied   and 
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elaborate  reply.  On  the  next  day,  I  reinforced  my  argument, 
pushed  with  all  my  strength  of  it,  and  making  short  and  pre- 
cise replies  to  Mr.  P.'s  argument,  concluded  by  some  new  views, 
which  admitted  of  animation,  and  tone  that  I  flattered  myself 
would  be  felt.  In  a  word,  however,  I  succeeded  in  the  opinion  of 
others,  I  felt  satisfied  with  my  poor  performance.  Missouri  was 
tied  about  the  neck  of  Maine,  and  in  the  vote  of  today,  to  unite 
them,  were  24  ayes  and  20  nos.  This  however  was  brot.  about  by 
the  majority's  consenting  to  the  exclusion  of  slavery  in  all  the 
Miss,  territory  north  of  the  latitude  of  36.30.  north.  The  Bill  has 
passed,  24  agt.  20,  to  be  engrossed  :  possibly  the  same  vote  will 
pass  it  tomorrow. 

The  House,  which  passed  the  Bill  to  admit  Maine  alone, 
will  disagree  to  the  Senate's  Amendment  to  admit  Missouri 
also.  A  confusion  will  be  the  result,  and  it  is  supposed  a  final 
Compromise  by  wh.  two  or  three  slave  states  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi will  be  allowed,  and  slavery  excluded  from  all  other  parts  of 
the  Province  of  Louisiana.  I  cannot  even  read  over  this  little 
sketch,  receive  it  kindly 

Affectionately  yours 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King  and  C.  King. 

Sunday,  Feb.  20,  1820. 
My  DEAR  Sons  : 

The  Missouri  Bill  is  gone  from  the  Senate,  but  meets  with  for- 
midable opposition  in  the  House  of  R.  The  question  there  is  on 
the  amendment  which  ties  Missouri  to  Maine.  There  is  no  doubt 
I  believe  of  the  disagreement  to  this  amendment  of  the  Senate 
by  the  House. 

What  may  then  be  the  course  or  consequence,  I  am  not  sure. 
|Every  device  to  separate  and  divide  the  Reps,  of  the  free  States  is 
^ut  into  service  &  employment.  Pennsylvania  is  assailed,  coaxed, 
flattered  and  menaced,  in  order  to  detach  her  from  her  union  with 
the  free  States  ;  up  to  this  hour  she  has  been  the  faithful  and 
steady  and  almost  unpaid  ally  of  the  slave  States  and  with  her 
help  and  our  divisions,  they  have  ruled  the  nation,  and  if  they 
succeed  now  will  rule  it  forever  hereafter. 
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Her  revolt  on  this  occasion  alarms,  distresses  and  calls  forth  all 
the  resources  of  the  slave  States  to  regain  Pennsylvania  ;  they  will 
make  sacrifices  for  this  purpose,  which  nothing  of  inferior  im- 
portance would  lead  them  to  agree  to. 

Several  members  of  the  Senate  and  some  of  the  H.  of  R.  were 
early  led  into  a  mistake  on  this  subject,  and  want  magnanimity 
to  abandon  it ;  with  this  aid  recruited  out  of  our  Militia  Corps, 
the  slave  Legion  have  great  power,  and  may  regain  Pennsyl- 
vania ;  in  which  event  slavery  will  be  triumphant  and  we  shall  be 
lost  in  political  power  or  influence  in  the  union.  The  slave  Legion 
will  parcel  out  the  great  offices,  will  determine  all  questions  re- 
specting the  general  &  common  welfare  and,  in  a  word,  will  rule 
us  as  they  have  done  in  contempt  of  our  rights. 

It  is  not  enough  that  we  shd.  be  in  fact  slaves  in  this  great  Con- 
federacy, but  to  reduce  us  to  self  humiliation  and  a  sense  of  utter 
worthlessness,  we  must  be  made  the  slaves  of  Slaves.  The  Plan 
not  only  has  in  purpose  to  fill  the  fertile  regions  W.  of  the  Missis- 
sippi with  slaves  ;  but  a  hot  controversy  exists  in  Illinois,  & 
Indiana  and  even  in  Ohio,  to  break  down  the  restraints  which,  by 
compact  between  them  &  the  U.  S.  and  by  their  respective  Con- 
stitutions also,  prevent  the  introduction  of  slaves  into  their  exten- 
sive, fertile  and  happy  States  ;  and  great  &  continued  and  (if  the 
Missouri  question  be  carried  without  restrictions)  successful  exer- 
tions will  be  made  to  effect  this  object. 

The  power  of  the  Constitution,  tho'  carped  at,  is  as  precise, 
extensive  and  express  as  language  can  make  it  ;  the  great,  the 
most  essential  principles  which  ought  to  decide  the  question  of 
expediency  (to  say  nothing  of  the  indispensable  obligations  of 
moral  duty)  those  principles  which  are  set  forth  in  the  Preamble 
of  the  Constitution,  and  which  proclaim  the  end  and  purpose  of 
its  establishment,  are  all  violated  by  the  extension  of  slavery  into 
the  Territory  beyond  the  antient  limits  of  the  LT.  S.  The  Consti- 
tution declares  that  it  was  ordained  and  established  "  in  order  to 
form  a  more  perfect  union,  to  establish  justice,  to  ensure  domestic 
tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the  general 
welfare  &  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  pos- 
terity." Every  man  who  will  apply  the  project  now  so  strenu- 
ously urged  of  extending  and  establishing  slavery  must  instantly 
discover,  in  comparing  this  object  with  this  noble  provision  of  the 
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Constitution,  that  it  violates  and  dishonors  the  whole  and  every 
part  thereof ;  and  yet  strange,  marvellous,  blind  as  men  must  be 
who  are  members  of  the  free  States,  this  terrible  &  egregious 
violation  not  only  of  the  letter,  but  the  entire  spirit  and  end  of 
the  Constitution  is  neither  seen  nor  felt. 

R.  K. 


C.  Gore  to  R,  King. 

Waltham,  Feb.  24,  1820. 
Mv  DEAR  Sir  : 

The  Senate  of  Mass't.  has  at  last  past  the  Resolution  respecting 
Slavery  in  Missouri,  in  Season  to  excite  and  encrease  the  hatred, 
if  not  the  contempt,  of  our  opponents.  Some  of  our  Bostonians 
after  having  prayed  of  the  Printers  not  to  publish  any  Papers  in 
favour  of  the  Restriction,  and  having  refused  to  cooperate  in  their 
Legislative  Character,  in  the  Promotion  of  a  Resolve,  expressive 
of  the  Sense  of  the  State  on  this  subject,  affect  now  to  throw  all 
the  Blame  on  the  Eastern  Members — They,  the  Boston  Politi- 
cians, took  their  Part  before  the  Gen'l  Court  assembled,  and  no 
doubt  can  be  entertained  under  what  Influence.  Since  the  De- 
livery of  certain  speeches,  that  these  might  not  appear  to  have 
been  influenced  by  the  Legislature,  the  Resolutions  are  brought 
forward  &  passed,  and  men,  who,  for  the  last  five  weeks,  have  been 
saying  it  was  improper  or  not  worth  while,  for  the  State  to  inter- 
fere, now  their  opinion  can  do  no  good,  are  made  to  declare  in 
Favor  of  the  Restriction. 

The  conduct  of  the  Delaware  Senators  and  of  some  from  N. 
England  is  inexplicable  consistent  with  a  supposition  of  Intelli- 
gence, Purity  &  Firmness. 

Faithfully  Your  Friend 

C.  Gore. 


CHAPTER    XVI. 

J.  A.  King  to  King — Tompkins'  Nomination  ratified — King  to  J.  A.  King — 
Missouri — He  is  denounced  by  Virginia  Papers — Van  Buren  to  King — Ad- 
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King  to  King — The  North  sustains  his  Course  on  the  Missouri  Question — 
Asks  Support  to  Course  of  Federalists  in  joining  Anti-Clintonian  Republi- 
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— Peters  to  King — Commends  his  Course — King  to  Wolcott — Missouri 
Bill  passed — Compromise  deceptive — King  to  J.  A.  King — Miller  Case — 
Missouri  Question  settled — King  to  J.  A.  King — Miller's  Address — Effect 
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J,  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  Feby.  24,  1820. 
Dear  SIr  : 

.  .  .  The  vice-President  arrived  here  on  Washington's  Birth 
Day,  and  was  escorted  by  the  Military,  and  a  great  concourse  of 
the  Citizens  from  the  ferry  to  his  lodgings,  and  upon  leaving  his 
sleigh  was  greeted  by  three  cheers  from  the  surrounding  multitude. 
A  meeting  of  between  800  and  1000  persons  met  at  5  in  the  Capitol, 
and  there  ratified  the  acceptance  of  the  Vice  President  and  nomi- 
nated openly  General  Moers  from  Plattsburgh  as  a  candidate  for 
Lieut.  Governor.  A  well  written  address  and  Resolutions  were 
then  submitted  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  the  Chairman  to  the  meeting, 
and  were  adopted  with  long  and  repeated  cheering. 

P.  R.  Livingston  then  delivered  a  short  speech  and  having  fin- 
ished, a  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed  under  such  enthusiasm  and 
feelings  as  used  to  animate  party  meetings  in  the  most  violent 
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period  of  political  controversies.  A  great  many  federalists  were 
present  indeed  under  the  pledge,  that  has  been  given  by  Mr. 
Tompkins'  friends  that  his  accounts  should  be  settled  before  the 
election.  The  great  obstacle  to  the  support  of  many  other  fed- 
eralists, will  be  removed  and  they  will  be  disposed  to  act  in  con- 
cert with  their  republican  party  at  the  approaching  election. 

Affectionately  Yours 
John  A.  King. 

R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

25  Feby.,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  received  today  yours  of  Feby.  20,  with  Miller's  Address.  A 
former  letter  will  apprize  you  of  the  course  I  have  taken,  and  the 
Evening  Post  will,  before  this  reaches  you,  possess  you  of  what  I 
have  said  on  the  indecent  publication  of  Mr.  Miller. 

The  Missouri  Bill  remains  as  it  was.  Nothing  decisive  has  oc- 
curred. I  fear  ill  ;  we  are  on  slippery  ground,  and  my  experi- 
ence teaches  me  that  time  here  gives  strength  to  the  wrong  side. 

Yrs.  R.  K. 

P.S.  Since  the  adjournment  of  the  House,  I  have  heard  that  on 
a  question  to  restrict  Missouri,  the  House  divided  100  for  & 
80  against  restriction.  Perhaps  there  may  be  some  mistake  in 
this  report,  as  the  majority  is  greater  than  has  been  anticipated. 
The  House  passed  a  Bill  to  admit  Maine,  the  Senate  amended 
the  Bill  by  adding  certain  sections  to  admit  Missouri  without  re- 
strictions and  a  section  restricting  a  great  part  of  the  residue  of 
the  Territory.  To  this  amendment  of  the  Bill  to  admit  Maine, 
the  House  disagreed  in  toto,  and  returned  the  Maine  Bill  to  the 
Senate,  where  it  remains  not  yet  further  acted  upon.  A  Bill  to 
admit  Missouri  was  originated  in  the  House  ;  and  the  vote  of  to- 
day to  restrict  Missouri  from  admitting  slavery  was  taken  and  de- 
termined in  the  Committee  of  the  whole  as  I  have  above  mentioned. 
This  is  the  actual  posture  of  the  question.  The  Virginia  papers 
denounce  with  great  virulence  my  course,  ascribe  to  me  views  & 
motives  which  I  in  no  manner  am  influenced  by  ;  my  sole  &  only 
object  being  to  oppose  the  extension  of  slavery  and  the  protection 
of  the  rights  of  freemen  against  further  abridgement  by  the 
virtual  representation  of  slaves.  [  Yrs.  truly  R.  K, 
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M.  Van  Buren  to  R.  King. 

Feby.  26,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  enclose  you  our  address  and  the  Secy  of  the  N.  will  read  you 
such  parts  of  a  letter  I  have  written  to  him  today  as  are  political. 
I  will  keep  the  V.  P.  to  the  settlement  of  his  accounts  and  their  ex- 
planation to  the  people,  which  together  with  a  public  expression 
of  your  preference  would  render  our  success  certain.  I  will  write 
you  again  soon.  Yours  affectionately 

M.  Van  Buren. 


Johnson  Verplanck  to  R.  King. 

New  York,  Feby.  27,  1820. 
Sir  : 

I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  make  some  assertions  in  the  Ameri- 
can respecting  your  sentiments,  which  I  thought  were  warranted 
by  the  opinions  I  have  often  heard  you  express  on  the  character 
and  conduct  of  Mr.  Clinton.  As  your  name  was  before  the  Pub- 
lic, and  as  our  characters  were  immediately  involved,  I  trust  that 
altho'  unauthorized,  what  I  have  said  will  not  be  offensive. 
Should  you  deem  it  proper  to  contradict  publicly  the  falsehood 
of  Mr.  Miller,  I  need  scarcely  add  that  it  would  not  only  be 
grateful  to  us,  but  eminently  serviceable  to  the  cause  in  which 
we  are  engaged.  The  weight  of  your  opinions  with  the  Federal 
Party  is  unshaken  and  their  influence  on  the  course  they  may  pur- 
sue in  the  approaching  contest  will  probably  decide  its  issue.  I 
left  Albany  some  days  since  to  make  arrangements  for  publishing 
the  American  daily,  of  which  I  have  assumed  the  direction.  .  .  . 
Charles  will  continue  his  support,  but  various  considerations  I 
thought  rendered  it  improper  that  he  should  appear  before  the 
Public  as  interested  it.     .     .     . 

With  greatest  respect  &c. 

J.  Verplanck. 

J.  A.  King  to  R.   King. 

Albany,  February  29,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Owing  to  the  bad  state  of  the  roads  your  several  letters  did  not 
reach  me  until  this  morning.     We  feel  as  deeply  as  you  appear  to 
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have  felt,  the  great  importance  of  the  pending  question  concern- 
ing the  admission  of  Missouri  as  a  free  or  slave  holding  State, 
and  the  consequences  which  are  in  the  one  or  the  other  event  to 
flow  from  the  decision  of  this  question.  I,  in  common  with  all 
your  friends,  feel  gratified  and  delighted  at  the  effect  which  it 
seems  has  been  produced  by  the  two  speeches  delivered  by  you 
upon  this  subject.  If  they  have  roused  the  spirit  of  the  South 
against  you,  I  cannot  but  believe  that  the  freemen  of  the  North 
will  support  your  bold  and  as  we  all  think  unanswerable  vindica- 
tion of  the  powers  of  Congress  under  the  Constitution  to  pre- 
scribe the  terms  of  the  admission  of  new  States,  and  the  propriety 
and  policy,  independent  of  the  moral  obligation,  of  exercising  that 
power  upon  this  occasion.     .     .     . 

We  are  very  desirous  of  hearing  from  you  in  relation  to  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Miller  to  the  public.  A  reply  at  some  length  has 
been  published,  I  perceive,  in  the  last  American.  But  I  hope 
that  you  will  authorise  a  formal  contradiction  of  the  contents  of 
that  false  and  insulting  statement.  We  have  it  in  contemplation 
to  address  a  letter  *  to  you  in  behalf  of  ourselves  and  such  other 
former  federalists  as  shall  coincide  in  sentiments  with  us,  commun- 
icating the  views  which  we  entertain  of  the  present  state  of  politi- 
cal parties  here,  and  assigning  our  reasons  for  taking  part  with 
the  Republican  party  and  against  Mr.  Clinton.  We  shall  be 
desirous  of  receiving  a  reply  from  you  to  this  letter,  both  of 
which  it  is  our  intention  to  make  public,  and  thus  boldly,  under 
an  open  declaration  sanctioned  by  your  support,  to  connect  our- 
selves with  that  party  which  is  the  least  corrupt  and  most  willing 
to  receive  and  promote  in  preference  gentlemen  and  men  of 
character.     .     .     .  Affectionately  yours 

John  A.  King. 

R.  King  to  Col.  Troup. 

Washington,  Feby.  29,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  yesterday  received  your  letter  of  the  21st.     Our  reports  from 

Albany  are  so  confident  and  contradictory  that  it  seems  difficult, 

♦Draft  of  the  letter  written  by  Charles  King  and  John  Duer  accompanies 
this.     It  is  an  "  Address  from  certain  Federalists  to  the  people  of  New  York. 
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indeed  is  so,  to  form  any  satisfactory  opinion  of  the  future.  The 
reception  of  the  V.  P.,  at  Albany  excited  some  considerable  feel- 
ing ;  what  will  be  its  effect,  and  how  the  struggle  between  him  & 
Mr.  C.  will  terminate,  I  am  without  the  means  of  judging.  One 
thing,  and  that  of  great  consequence,  will  happen  ;  our  State  is 
to  be  agitated  profoundly,  our  repose  &  happiness  will  be  dis- 
turbed, and  our  reputation  by  no  means  promoted  in  the  eyes  of 
our  neighbours,  who  may  however  be  better  pleased  with  our 
dissensions  than  with  our  union. 

I  have,  as  you  will  perceive  by  the  Evening  Post,*  been  con- 
strained to  make  a  Reply  to  Mr.  Miller's  address  ;  who  without 
distinguishing  between  topics  which  decorum  separates,  and 
which  the  connexion  between  me  &  my  son  should  have  restrained 
him  from  alluding  to,  were  the  allegations  wh.  he  has  made  true, 
which  they  are  not,  has  unnecessarily  obliged  me  to  contradict 
his  statement  in  public,  after  having  explicitly  done  so  in  the 
conference  wh.  he  sought  for  with  me. 

As  long  as  there  was  any  hope  of  repose  &  of  contentment  with 
Mr.  Clinton's  administration,  I  was  contented  and  acquiesced  in 
his  govt.,  not  for  his  sake,  but  for  the  sake  of  the  State,  and  in 
the  hope  that  our  great  Community  might  in  resources  &  strength 
be  united  and  thereby  possess  &  employ  its  proper  &  just  influence, 
when,  for  the  common  benefit,  the  same  ought  to  be  felt. 

This  I  have  earnestly  wished  for,  not  for  my  own  advantage, 
or  to  promote  the  views  of  any  man,  but  to  impart  to  the  free 
States  of  the  Union  nothing  exclusive,  but  the  just  authority  and 
necessary  influence  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  to  which  they  are 
entitled  ;  but  which,  owing  to  causes,  that  we  could  control,  and 
for  the  sake  of  our  own  happiness  and  the  freedom  of  posterity, 
we  should  have  controlled,  have  kept  us  in  a  scene  of  internal 
strife  and  controversy,  that  leaves  to  the  other  States  not  only  the 
faculty  of  governing  themselves,  but  us  ;  who  by  reason  of  our 
follies  and  feuds  are  unworthy  and  incapable  of  the  right  per- 
formance of  our  duties. 

Here  am  I  cool,  but  determined,  tho'  the  object  of  misrepre- 
sentation, and  the  innocent  occasion  of  the  resentment  of  the 
men  of  the  slave  States,  in  this  effort  made  with  clamour  and 

*  This  Reply  was  withheld  by  Mr.  Coleman  for  reasons  he  gave,  but  not  sat- 
isfactory ones. 
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much  temper  to  extend  slavery  beyond  its  antient  limits,  and  to 
do  this  not  only  at  the  expense  of  the  rights  and  just  power  of  the 
free  States  but  to  the  plain  &  obvious  danger  of  the  general  wel- 
fare. I  put  myself  in  direct  and  open  resistance,  and  you  may 
be  assured  defend  myself,  and  the  cause  whose  feeble  advocate  I 
am,  with  all  the  means  which  truth  and  patriotism  place  at  my 
disposal. 

How  the  controversy  will  end  cannot  be  now  forseen.  The 
State  of  N.  Y.  is  well  united  on  this  subject,  with  the  exception 
of  Meigs  of  the  City,  who  is  opposed  to  us,  and  Storrs,  who,  altho' 
he  may  feel  embarrassment,  will  not,  as  I  hope,  indeed  I  feel  per- 
suaded he  will  not,  unite  with  our  opponents,  we  are  of  one  mind. 

We  are  every  day  told,  or  menaced  with  the  dissolution  of  the 
Confederacy  ;  and  on  what  point  ?  Whether  slavery  shall  be  ex- 
tended into  new  regions  of  the  Nation,  whether  Congress  shall 
for  the  first  time  sanction  slavery,  if  sanctioned  it  can  be  ;  and  in 
this  dispute,  let  each  proclaim  their  principles — slavery  by  one, 
liberty  by  the  other — 

My  paper  is  out — truly  yours  Rufus  King. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Feb.  29,  1820. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

I  received  &  thank  you  for  your  Letter  of  the  i8th  which  came 

to  hand  last  Evening.     I  am  quite  glad  you  took  the  Ground  you 

did,  although  I  perceive  the  Virginians  are  provoked  beyond  all 

the  Bounds  of  Prudence  and  Moderation.     They  evidently  show, 

by  their  bitter  Exclamations  that  fear  of  their  Sovereignty  has  no 

small  Share  in  their  Resentments.     We  are  here  at  last,  for  all 

that  comes  to  my  knowledge,  in  a  dead  Calm  ;  while  Washington, 

it  would  seem,  is  tossed  &  torn  by  Tempest  &  Earthquakes,  and 

Richmond   appears  agitated   as  if  affected  by  all   the  Volcanic 

Eruptions  of  Vesuvius.     .     .     . 

faithfully  &  truly  yours, 

C.  Gore. 
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Richard  Peters   to  R.  King. 

Belmont,  Feby.  29,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  What  you  will  accomplish  this  session,  of  the  current 
business  of  the  nation,  is  not  known  to  yourselves.  The  Missouri 
question  has  taken  up  so  much  of  your  time  and  anxieties,  that 
little  else  could  be  done.  I  fear  this  will  end  lamentably  to  our- 
selves and  destructively  to  our  posterity.  My  day,  in  a  course 
of  nature,  must  be  short  ;  and  I  must  gild  its  evening  with  Hope  ! 
You  have  made  a  noble  stand  ;  and  are  free  from  the  sin  &  the 
shame  of  opening  a  new  scene  of  wide  spreading  bondage,  and 
new  markets  for  the  dealers  in  human  flesh. 

Our  confederacy  will,  e'er  long,  grow  too  unwieldy  to  be 
governed  by  laws  made  on  the  seaboard.  The  centre  of  Power 
will  shift,  before  the  columns  of  the  Capitol  at  Washington 
are  covered  with  moss.  Three  or  four  governments,  republican, 
or  monarchical,  will  occupy  the  space  between  the  Mississippi  and 
the  Pacific.  We  must  do  the  best  we  can  in  our  day  ;  and  leave 
future  events  to  time  or  chance  ;  or  rather  to  the  decrees  of 
heaven,  which  we  can  neither  foresee  nor  control. 

Accept  my  best  regards  &  believe  me  always 

Most  truly  yours, 
Richard  Peters. 


R.  King  to  O.  Wolcott. 

Washington,  Mar.  3,  1S20. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  reed,  yesterday  your  kind  letter  of the  Missouri  question  is 

carried  without  Restriction,  by  the  requisite  Majority — and  tho 

there  is  a  restriction  agt.  slavery  in  such  part  of  the  remaining 

Territory  as  lies  north  of  36°  30'  No.  lat.,  Arkansas  and  another 

state  to  be  formed  west  of  it  &  north  of  36°  30'  will  be  slave  States, 

Florida  also  will  be  a  fourth  state,  and  I  think  that  I  perceive 

that   west   of    the   River   Sabine   another   Region,   the  Spanish 

Province  of  Texas,  will  now  be  demanded  of  Spain  so  as  there  to 

form  a  fifth  slave  state.     In  the  Course  of  Time  one  more  state 

may  be  settled    on  the    Mississippi  above  36°   30'  n.   lat.     The 

residue  of  the  Country  on  this  side  the  Rocky  mountains  will  for 

ages  be  unsettled. 
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The  observation  of  a  Compromise  is  therefore  deceptive.  The 
slave  States  with  the  requisite  Recruits  from  the  Senators  & 
Representatives  of  the  free  States  have  carried  the  Question — we 
are  absolutely  and  completely  defeated — the  pretended  Conces- 
sion, for  it  is  revocable  at  pleasure  is  itself  of  no  value,  and  has 
been  provided  as  an  apology  to  the  Members  of  the  free  States 
who  have  assisted  in  putting  us  under  a  Govt,  of  the  privileged 
order  of  Men  who  are  henceforth  to  be  &  forever  to  remain  our 
Masters. 

The  Comrs.  of  the  banking  fund  have  resolved,  conformably  to 
Mr.  Wolcott's  opinion,  that  no  provision  has  been  made  to  pay  off 
the  3  pr.  Cent  stock — of  course  the  speculation  grounded  on  the 
contrary  opinion  will  prove  to  be  a  bad  one. 

Very  truly  yrs 

RuFus  King. 

"  To  know  the  worst  is  some  degree  of  ease  " — tho'  won  by  the 
allies,  I  do  not  abandon  my  opinions — yet  the  anxiety  I  have 
felt  I  endeavor  to  dismiss — and  hope  to  be  able  to  turn  my 
attention  to  other  objects. 


Private. 

R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Washington,  Mar.  4,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  informed  you  that  I  had  at  first  determined  to  ad- 
dress an  article  to  the  Editor  of  the  Evening  Post  under  my  own 
name  in  reply  to  Miller's  address  :  on  second  thought  I  changed 
this  plan  for  an  editorial  article  by  Coleman  by  my  authority. 

I  yesterday  received  from  Mr.  Verplanck  a  request,  in  case  the 
E.  Post  declined,  that  I  wd.  send  the  article  for  publication  to  the 
American  ;  and  today  I  reed,  a  letter  from  Coleman  stating  to 
me  what  passed  between  him  &  Hamilton  on  the  subject.  I 
adhere  to  the  editorial  article  as  preferable  to  my  first  project. 
On  account  of  the  Editors  of  the  A.,  and  the  attempt  to  have  it 
understood  that  I  am  in  favor  of  Mr.  Clinton's  views,  I  deem  it 
proper  to  correct  under  my  authority  the  false  account  of  con- 
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versations  of  &  to  the  Editors  ascribed  to  me,  and  also  the 
misrepresentation  of  my  views  respecting  Mr.  Clinton's  reelection. 
But  I  must  have  this  done  in  my  own  way  ;  not  having  ever  by 
any  publication  under  my  own  name  attempted  to  sway  or  con- 
trol the  opinion  of  the  Federalists  in  the  former  Controversies  & 
Elections  of  the  State,  there  is  some  difficulty,  and  no  small 
personal  delicacy,  in  my  attempting  to  do  so  at  the  present 
moment. 

I  will  not  however  suffer  my  opinions  respecting  the  Editors  of 
the  A.  to  be  misrepresented,  nor  shall  I  acquiesce  in  being  misre- 
presented concerning  Mr.  Clinton.  He  who  writes  on  political 
subjects  under  his  own  name,  especially  in  periods  of  great 
animosity  and  political  strife,  enters  the  lists  with  his  vizor  lifted 
against  men  in  masks. 

This  for  Charles  equally  as  yourself  ;  he  does  not  want  my 
assurance,  that  as  I  never  for  an  instant  felt  a  pause  in  my  affec- 
tion and  entire  confidence  towards  &  in  him,  any  such  expressions, 
as  are  most  indecently  ascribed  to  me  could  not  have  escaped  me  ; 
all  will  be  corrected,  but  it  must  be  left  to  me  to  direct  the 
manner. 

The  Missouri  &  Maine  Bills  are  closed.  I  consider  myself  & 
associates  as  conquered.  The  slave  States,  with  their  free  corps, 
have  subdued  us,  and  the  only  opportunity,  that  will  occur  to 
establish  the  equal  rights  of  the  Citizens  of  the  free  States,  is  lost. 
Meigs  &  Storrs  voted  for  the  slave  states  ;  Case  &  Tompkins 
fled  the  field.  The  proposed  compromise  is  a  mere  tub  to  the 
whale — including  Florida  and  the  Province  of  Texas,  wh.  lies  W. 
of  the  Sabine  River,  &  wh.  will  now  be  demanded  of  Spain  in 
addition  to  the  Territory  included  in  the  suspended  Treaty,  we 
shall  have  five  more  slave  States.  One  State  more  maybe  formed 
in  the  course  of  half  a  century  on  the  Mississippi  &  north  of  the 
line  36°  30'  N.  Lat.,  this  may  be  a  free  State  ;  the  country  further 
west  is  a  prairie,  resembling  the  Steppes  of  Tartary,  without  wood 
or  water  exception  the  great  River  and  its  few  branches.  Besides 
the  exclusion  of  slavery  even  here  is  a  mere  legislative  Act,  that 
may  be  repealed  at  pleasure  ;  not  like  the  Territory  N.W.  of  the 
Ohio,  concerning  wh.  the  ordinance  constituted  a  compact  invi- 
olable except  by  joint  consent. 

Not  only  may  the  exclusion  of  slavery  be  repealed  or  revoked, 

VOL.  VI. — ig. 
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but  it  is  exi)licilly  avowed  that  if  the  country  shd.  be  settled,  the 
restriction  on  the  Territory  will  not  apply,  and  is  not  intended  to 
apply,  to  any  new  State,  to  be  formed  there,  but  that  such  new 
State  may  establish  slavery  if  it  shall  think  proper  to  do  so.  It 
is  considered  by  the  slave  States,  and  correctly,  to  be  a  great 
triumph.  iThey  now  see  the  power  nearly  established  in  their 
own  hands,  and  the  same  will  not  be  confided  to  men  who  belong 
to  the  free  States.  Well  therefore  may  we  consider  ourselves  to 
be  conquered,  as  is  indeed  our  condition.* 

Affectionately  yrs. 

R.  K. 

*  Mr.  King,  in  a  letter  dated  Washington,  March  3,  1820,  enlarges  upon  the 
points  made  in  the  above,  as  follows  : — 

"  Thus  the  settlement,  amounts  to  this,  that  Missouri,  Arkansas,  &  the  terri- 
tory west  of  them  &  south  of  36°  30'  N.  L.,  with  the  Span,  province  of  Texas, 
which  it  is  now  contended  we  must  exact  of  Spain,  in  addition  to  the  Territory 
included  in  the  Florida  treaty,  are  to  be  slave  States  ;  and  that  for  the  present, 
&  until  our  masters  the  slave  States  are  pleased  to  order  otherwise,  the  Territory 
north  of  36°  30'  may  be  considered  as  exempt  from  slavery,  but  with  the 
avowed  understanding  that  whenever  Congress  choose  they  may  make  the 
north  or  any  part  thereof  a  slave  Region,  and  be  this  as  it  may,  that,  when 
any  new  State  shall  be  formed  there,  it  must  &  will  be  free  to  establish 
slavery.  All  admit,  at  least  the  principal  advocates  of  slavery  do,  that  the 
expansion  of  slavery,  or  the  wider  distribution  of  slaves,  will  increase  by  forn. 
additions  as  well  as  by  the  known  Laws  of  Population,  the  numbers  of  slaves  ; 
that  the  increase  of  slaves  instead  of  increasing  diminishes  the  national  strength 
&  resources  ;  that  it  increases  the  already  disproportionate  power  of  the  slave 
owners,  and  in  the  same  ratio  diminishes  the  natural  rights  &  power  of  the 
freemen  of  the  free  states ;  that  having  but  one  single  interest,  that  of 
the  labor  of  slaves,  the  slave  States  are  by  a  common  &  universal  impulse 
united,  and  formed  into  an  inseparable  corps  ;  while  owing  to  various  rival, 
&  opposing  occupations  and  interests  in  the  free  States,  we  are  divided,  con- 
tending not  agt.  those,  who  in  the  political  claims  of  influence,  are  always  our 
opponents,  but  with  one  another,  thus  giving  to  the  Legion  of  slavery,  the 
opportunity  by  recruiting  out  of  our  own  Corps,  of  conquering  and  in  fact 
enslaving  the  free  States  :  for  if  the  freemen  of  the  free  states,  already  inferior 
to  the  privileged  order  of  the  slave  States,  are  to  sink  still  lower  in  their 
humble  claim  of  equality,  they  may  be  considered,  and  ought  to,  &  will  be, 
treated  as  slaves. 

"Yet  with  all  these  consequences  as  clear  and  incontestable  as  truth  can  be 
revealed  to  the  human  mind,  some  of  us,  too  many  of  us,  because  enough  to 
give  triumph  to  the  slave  States  in  the  extension  of  slavery,  have  been  willing 
to  promote  the  alarming  settlement,  as  it  is  called,  which  has  occurred." 
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R.  King  to  J.  A.  King  &  Charles. 

Sunday  Evg.,  March  5,  1820. 

My  dear  Sons  : 

.  ,  .  I  have  written  to  you  respecting  Miller's  address.  Con- 
cerning your  projected  letter,  I  can  say  nothing  decisive  ;  if  you 
send  it,  you  should  beforehand  understand  that  I  must  be  left  en- 
tirely at  liberty  how  to  act  respecting  it,  and  that  I  may  or  may 
not  reply,  and  that  yr.  letter  must  not  be  published  without  my 
consent.  I  am  considering  what  it  may  be  expedient  to  do,  and 
waiting  for  Coleman's  editorial  article.  I  shall  not  suffer  Mr. 
Miller's  misrepresentations,  either  in  respect  to  the  Editors  of  the 
American  or  of  my  sentiments  or  opinions  respecting  Mr.  Clinton 
to  go  uncontradicted,  but  the  manner  &  time  are  deserving  of 
consideration. 

The  slave  States  have  triumphed  over  us  :  they  consider  the  final 
decision  as  a  victory,  which  has  been  gained  by  allies  levied  out 
of  our  free  Corps.  Meigs  &  Storrs  fought  under  the  black  flag, 
Tompkins  &  Case  fled  the  field  on  the  day  of  battle.  This  entre 
nous.  I  am  sorry  that  Tompkins  flinched,  as  it  will  be  construed 
to  mean  what  I  hope  it  does  not  indicate.  In  Massachusetts  Hill 
&  Holmes  of  Maine  and  Mason  &  Shaw  of  the  old  State,  Eddy  of 
Rhode  Island,  Foote  &  Stevens  of  Cont.,  Meigs  &  Storrs  of  N.  Y., 
Bloomfield,  Smith  &  Kinsey  of  N.  J.  &  Baldwin  &  Fullerton  of 
Penn.,  boldly  voted  with  the  slave  States.  Morrill  of  Vermont, 
Case  &  Tompkins  of  N.  Y.  fled  the  question.* 

Randolph  told  the  House,  when  the  majority  of  six  or  seven  to 
restrict  Missouri  changed,  and  her  admission  as  a  slave  State  was 
carried,  that  the  three  votes  which  changed  sides  were  not  all  who 
were  ready  to  do  so,  notwithstanding  their  conscientious  scruples 
respecting  slavery  ;  that  three  others  could  have  been  obtained, 

*From  the  Diary  of  Edward  Dowse,  a  member  from  Dedham,  Mass., 
quoted  in  the  Life  of  Josiah  Quincy,  pp.  388-9,  several  statements  appear 
indicating  the  treachery  of  some  of  the  Massachusetts  members  in  connection 
with  the  Missouri  Question. 

"  The  question  is  undoubtedly  of  immense  importance.  On  one  side,  the 
passions,  as  well  as  the  present  and  apparent  interests,  of  the  Southern  people 
are  deeply  engaged  ;  and  to  my  sorrow,  I  perceive  that  they  have  drawn  over 
some  of  our  Yankees.  The  cause  of  humanity,  religion  and  sound  policy  is  the 
motive,  I  firmly  believe,  which  influences  the  other."  Again,  "As  to  putting 
Maine  and  Missouri  together,  in    my  opinion  it  was  a  jockeying  trick,  just 
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<S:,  if  necessary,  three  more  still.  This  is  all  well  ;  these  men 
deserved  the  contempt,  and  the  country  which  sent  them  will 
deserve  it  if  they  send  them  again.     .     .     . 

Affectionately  yrs.  R.  K. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  March  9,  1820. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

I  regret  with  you  and  with  all  the  Friends  of  Freedom,  and  of 
Equality  of  Power  in  this  Region,  the  late  decision.  Boundless 
arrogance  on  one  side  and  an  unaccountable  Perversity  of  Head 
and  Heart  on  the  other,  appear  to  have  produced  this  result. 
Massachusetts  has  much  to  take  to  her  own  Charge,  on  this  Sub- 
ject. Her  Infirmity  of  Purpose,  her  vacillating  &  dilatory  Con- 
duct neither  afforded  support  to  her  Friends  nor  deterred  her 
Foes.  The  Pretence  of  those,  who  caused  this  strange  and  infatu- 
ated Conduct,  now  is,  that  it  arose  from  Delicacy  to  Maine.  You 
&  I  know  that  the  seeds  were  sown  and  propagated  before  ever 
Mr.  Barbour  suggested  this  disgraceful  Project,  and  those,  who 
refused  to  act  in  the  Legislature  on  the  proposed  Interference  of 
the  State,  were  always  opposed  to  the  Separation  of  Maine,  and 
instead  of  declining  to  appear  in  a  prominent  Situation  against 
the  Wishes  of  these  men,  had  always  been  vain  of  appearing  the 
Bellwethers  of  the  Flock,  on  all  occasions  of  Strife  and  Contest. 
There  are  men  in  Congress,  who  would  not  have  voted  against 
the  prompt  &  decided  Expression  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State. 
I  rejoice,  although  unsuccessful,  you  had  an  opportunity  of  adding 

worthy  of  ostlers  in  a  livery-stable  ;  and  I  suspect  Holmes  and  Clay  were  at 
the  bottom  of  it." 

"  March  3d,  1820 — Slavery  is  allowed  as  far  as  thirty-six  and  a  half  degrees 
of  latitude.  ...  I  feel  most  awfully  mortified  and  cast  down  at  the  result 
of  our  Missouri  Bill.  Four  of  our  side  stayed  out  at  the  final  taking  of  the 
question  ;  and  four  more  went  over  and  joined  the  slave-holders,  which 
operated  as  equivalent  to  eight  against  us.  The  whole  counted  as  twelve 
against  us,  who  ought  to  have  been  for  us.  Whether  this  proceeded  from 
weakness  or  treachery,  I  will  not  pretend  to  say.  .  .  .1  consider  our 
nation  now  as  disgraced  in  the  eyes  of  the  civilized  nations  of  the  earth.  We 
had  it  in  our  power  to  stop  the  progress  of  slavery,  and  we  chose  to  let  it  goon."- 
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to  the  Brightness  of  your  own  Fame  and  endearing  yourself  to 
the  Friends  of  Justice  &  Freedom.     .     .     . 

Truly  your  Friend  C.  Gore. 


Chas.  King  to  R.  King. 

New  York,  Sat.,  Mar.  11,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  have  heard  here  with  feelings,  that  I  cannot  at  all 
express,  that  Mr.  Pinkney  was  personally  rude  &  abusive  to  you 
in  his  last  reply  ;  that  you  should  have  disdained  any  notice  of 
him  I  think  was  quite  proper  : — but  I  cannot  conceive  how  others 
entertaining  similar  sentiments  to  your  own,  should  have  sub- 
mitted in  silence  to  the  insolence  of  his  manner  &  of  his  language, 
as  they  are  here  represented.*  .  .  .  We  hope  much  from  the 
reply  you  will  not  I  trust  decline  to  give  to  the  letter  from  Albany. 
We  need  your  authority  for  the  course  we  have  taken,  not  for  our 
own  satisfaction  so  much  as  to  evince  to  the  public  &  your  old 
friends  in  particular  that  it  is  one  in  which  we  have  the  sanction 
of  your  approbation. 

Yrs  Ev.,  Chas.  King. 


Mr.  King  to  Mr.  Gates. 

1820. 
Mr.  Editors  : 

Whether  the  speeches  published  in  your  Journal  are  taken  by  your 
Stenographer,  or  furnished  for  publication  by  the  Speakers,  is  mat- 
ter of  some  importance,  more  particularly  in  respect  to  references 
to  &  quotations  from  the  speeches  of  other  members.  That  errors 
and  misrepresentations  concerning  the  arguments,  and  in  debate 
should  occur  is  not  extraordinary  ;  the  necessity  of  frequent  in- 
terruptions to  correct  such  mistakes,  shews  how  common  they  are. 

But  when  the  opinions,  and  arguments  ascribed  by  one  speaker 
to  another  are  not  only  stated,  but  the  very  words  cited  and 
marked  by  inverted  commas,  the  public  are  naturally  led  to  sup- 

*  Mr.  Coleman,  in  a  letter  from  New  York,  8th  March,  says  :  "  Mr.  Ogden's 
account  of  Pinkney's  personal  disrespectful  behaviour  towards  you  in  the  Senate 
is  received  here  with  sensations  of  lively  indignation." 
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pose  such  report  to  be  correct  even  to  the  letter.  I  am  led  to 
make  these  remarks  by  the  speech  of  Mr.  Smith  of  So.  Carolina, 

published  in  the  Intelligencer  of and  purporting  to  have  been 

made  in  answer  to  a  speech  made  by  me  in  the  Senate.  They 
would  with  equal  justice,  apply  to  a  former  speech  of  Mr.  Smith 
also  published  by  you. 

Of  those  speeches  I  have  no  remark  to  make,  except  to  state 
that  they  ascribe  to  me  language  and  opinions,  which  I  disavow 
and  have  never  expressed.  Arguing  against  the  extension  of 
slavery,  beyond  the  antient  limits  of  the  U.  S.,  I  urged  the  en- 
largement of  the  disadvantage  that  is  experienced  by  the  free 
States  from  the  Constitutional  Rule  of  apportioning  Representa- 
tives— according  to  which  the  Citizens  of  the  State  where  slavery 
prevails  possess  a  greater  portion  of  political  power  than  the  Citi- 
zens of  the  States  in  which  Slavery  is  excluded  ;  and  to  enforce 
the  comparison  I  stated  that  I  felt  inferiority  and  could  not 
consent  to  increase  the  humiliation. 

Instead  of  this  argument,  which  in  fact  and  sentiment  is  true,  the 
published  speech  of  Mr.  Smith,  remarks,  the  gentleman  has  said, 
"  He  feels  himself  degraded  in  this  Sejiate  j  that  he  is  not  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  gentlemen  "  from  a  slave  holding  State,  He 
represents  a  state  of  freemen  ;  they  represent  a  State  of  freemen 
«&  slaves." 

The  sentiment  thus  imputed  was  neither  felt  nor  expressed  by 
me  &  were  this  the  only  misstatement  it  might  pass  ;  but  so  far 
from  such  being  the  case,  the  two  speeches  of  Mr.  Smith,  which 
you  have  published,  abound,  so  far  as  respects  me,  with  a  tissue 
of  like  misstatements. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

King  to  J.  A.  King — Defeated  in  Missouri  Bill — Ill-treated  by  South — Defence 
against  Miller — King  charged  with  Ambition — Charge  refuted — Van 
Buren  to  King — Desires  a  strong  Expression  in  favor  of  Tompkins — J.  A. 
King  to  King — Urging  his  Assent  to  the  Course  of  himself  and  other 
Federalists  —  Goldsborough  to  King  —  Estimate  of  W.  Pinkney — Van 
Rensselaer  to  King — Struggle  for  Power  more  bitter — Will  not  enlist 
under  either  Banner — Troup  to  King — Approves  his  Course — Asks  for 
Publication  of  his  Speeches — Miller  and  Van  Ness  Cases — Case  of  Judge 
Van  Ness,  with  Letters  of  King  to  J.  A.  King  and  C.  King — King's 
Opinion  on  the  Mode  of  Procedure. 

R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 
{Private.) 

Washington,  Mar.  ii,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

You  will  have  seen  in  the  Post  the  article  respecting  Miller's 

address  to  the  public*     I  hear  that  Mr.  Miller  is  to  reply,  and  to 

*From  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  Monday,  March  6,  1820: 

Controversy  between  the  Editors  of  the  A  merican  and  Mr.  Miller. 

"  The  controversy  between  these  two  parties,  opposite  in  their  political  views 
and  pursuits,  has  so  long  been  going  forward,  with  still  increasing  acrimony, 
that  it  is  barely  necessary  to  state  the  several  points  in  issue  between  them  in 
order  fully  to  make  the  reader  understand  the  applicability  of  what  is  now  to 
be  laid  before  the  public. 

"  The  Editors  of  the  American  charge  Mr.  Miller  with  a  wilful  falsehood,  in 
saying  first,  that  in  September  last,  Mr.  Rufus  King  had  a  conversation  on 
board  the  steamboat,  and  said  that  '  altho'  he  did  not  approve  of  Mr.  Clinton's 
conduct  as  a  politician,  he  thought  him  the  best  one  offered  as  governor  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  and  that  he  considered  the  opposition  to  him  as  unprinci- 
pled '  ;  Second,  that  Mr.  Miller  had  represented  at  Boston  to  a  Senator  of 
Massachusetts,  in  order  to  influence  him  to  support  Mr.  Clinton's  election  to 
the  presidency,   that   his   pretensions  were  favored  by  Mr.  King.     To  these 
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vouch  liis  authorities.  Be  they  what  they  may,  unless  I  am  mis- 
represented or  have  been  greatly  misunderstood,  they  cannot 
sustain  his  assertions. 

We  have  been  most  shamefully  deserted  in  the  H.  of  R.  on  the 
Missouri  Bill,  which  has  given  a  great  triumph  to  the  slave  States. 
The  result  will  be  fatal,  unless  the  People  apply  the  true  cor- 
rective. A  project  is  up  to  take  Florida,  and  in  circumstances 
which  make  a  Spanish  war  far  more  probable  than  it  has  before 


charges  Mr.  Miller  has  published  an  answer  in  a  late  Columbian,  in  which  he 
denies  that  he  imputed  the  word  unprincipled  to  Mr.  King,  but  that,  if  he  did 
use  it  at  all,  it  was  a  word  of  his  own  and  as  merely  an  inference  he  drew  from 
those  used  by  Mr.  King.  He  also  says,  that  although  true  it  is  that  he  did 
make  representations  of  Mr.  King's  general  tenor  of  conversation  as  charged, 
yet  they  were  not  derived  from  personal  knowledge,  nor  was  it  so  pretended  to 
be,  but  from  the  information  of  Gentlemen  of  high  distinction  ;  and  that  his 
authorities  should  not  be  withheld  from  any  person  having  a  just  right  to 
demand  them.  Mr.  Miller  has  also  said  in  his  last  publication,  that  Mr.  King 
disavowed  having  any  connection  with  or  control  over  the  Editors  of  the 
American  and  that  he  disapproved  in  the  most  unequivocal  language  of 
the  course  of  that  paper.  To  the  second  he  says  that  it  is  not  true  that  he 
ever  made  such  representation  at  Boston,  or  could  make  it  ;  for  the  contrary 
fact  was  known  to  every  body  there  and  that  the  information  only  rested  on 
hearsay  and  was  not  entitled  to  credit.  Mr.  Miller  has  also  said,  in  the  same 
publication,  that  Mr.  King  disavowed  having  any  connection  with  or  control 
over  the  editors  of  the  American  and  that  he  disapproved  in  the  most  unequiv- 
ocal language  of  the  course  of  that  paper.  This  however,  he  says  in  his 
answer,  was  communicated  to  him  by  some  third  person.  In  reply  to  all  this 
the  Editors  declare  that  '  all  the  assertions  of  Mr.  Miller  are  totally  false 
and  that  they  have  Mr.  King's  authority  so  to  say  "  adding  that  they  trust  the 
public  will  soon  be  satisfied  of  their  accuracy  by  an  expression  of  those  opinions 
from  Mr.  King  himself. 

"  By  the  last  mail,  I  received  a  letter  from  Washington  dated  March  i  author- 
izing and  requesting  me  to  prepare  and  publish  an  editorial  article  containing 
such  a  statement  of  facts  as  the  occasion  calls  for,  and  which  had  been  com- 
municated in  letters  previously  received  from  Mr.  King  :  to  that  I  now 
proceed. 

"  In  the  conversation  alleged  by  Mr.  Miller  to  have  been  held  on  board  the 
steamboat  last  fall  respecting  Governor  Clinton's  administration,  and  stating 
tliat  Mr.  King  considered  the  opposition  to  him  unprincipled,  Mr.  King  says 
that  he  authorized  the  editors  of  the  American  to  declare  the  same  to  be  false 
and  entirely  unfounded.  '  It  is  true,' he  says,  '  that  after  Mr.  Clinton's  election 
as  governor,  and  during  the  winter  and  summer  which  followed  the  same,  I  had 
no  reserve  in  expressing  my  hope,  as  Mr.  Clinton  had  been  elected  almost 
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supposed  to  be.  If  taken  it  will  be  another  slave  State,  and  the 
Province  of  Texas,  west  of  the  River  Sabine  will  be  claimed  and 
in  case  of  war  occupied. 

Our  Treasury  is  empty,  our  Commerce  spread  over  the  face  of 
the  ocean,  the  currency  in  a  bad  condition,  the  produce  at  a  lovv 
price,  &  without  demand,  so  that  the  condition  of  the  country  to 
engage  in  a  war  with  Spain,  which  may,  and  probably  would  soon, 
include   other   powers   is   highly  unfavorable.     My   present  de- 

without  opposition  from  any  quarter,  that  he  might  administer  the  Govern- 
ment, so  as  to  heal  our  divisions,  and  by  uniting  the  state  to  secure  to  ourselves 
harmony  at  home  and  respect  and  influence  abroad.  In  this  spirit  and  to 
promote  this,  I  even  sought  the  occasions  respectfully  to  suggest  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  in  the  winter  after  Mr.  Clinton's  election,  the  expedi- 
ency, in  any  future  appointment  in  the  State,  that  the  same  should  be  made 
without  reference  to  the  divisions  which  had  existed  between  the  two  portions 
of  the  republican  party.  But  that  the  session  of  the  legislature  last  winter 
served  to  extinguish  the  hopes  of  union  and  harmony  which  I  had  cherished,  by 
disclosing  in  a  large  portion  of  the  Senate  and  Assembly  the  want  of  confidence 
in  Mr.  Clinton  and  in  his  administration  ;  that  this  dissatisfaction  became  wider 
and  more  extended  in  the  course  of  the  past  summer,  and  every  one  foresaw 
that  the  State  was  to  be  again  agitated  and  convulsed  at  the  next  election  of 
Governor.' 

"  'In  these  circumstances  as  a  member  of  the  political  party  which  had  stood 
in  opposition  to  both  sections  of  the  republican,  but  which  no  longer  aspired  to 
the  possession  of  the  public  confidence  (this  question  having  been  settled  by 
the  people  from  whose  decision  there  is  no  appeal),  I  regarded  the  division  and 
expected  struggle  between  the  republicans,  as  an  affair  of  their  own,  in 
which  federalists  might  and  as  I  thought  should,  abstain  from  interfering,  until 
at  any  rate  the  opposite  candidates  should  be  named  ;  when  the  federalists 
would  be  able  to  decide  either  to  take  no  part  or,  individually,  to  give  their 
votes  for  the  candidate,  who,  in  their  opinion,  should  merit  a  preference. 

"  '  Such  have  been  the  views,  which  at  these  different  and  distinct  periods  I 
have  sustained.  The  opinions  which  I  have  expressed  during  the  former 
period  and  before  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature,  were  connected  with 
and  conformable  to  the  hopes  which  I  then  cherished  that  the  state  by  a  wise, 
prudent  administration  might  become  united  and  tranquil  under  Mr.  Clinton's 
Government.  But  after  the  dissatisfaction  and  division  respecting  his  adminis- 
tration which  appeared  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  which  manifested 
themselves  in  the  last  elections,  and  which  have  spread  over  the  whole  State, 
these  hopes  of  concord  and  union  were  entirely  dissipated.  Opinions  which  I 
had  before  expressed  I  could  now  no  longer  express,  and  therefore  none  such 
were  afterwards  heard  from  me.  The  insinuations  of  surprize  at  the  manner 
in  which  I  was  accosted  by  individuals  of  any  class  of  politicians  are  of  a  piece 
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termination  is  to  oppose  any  measure  likely  to  produce  war^ 
unless  Congress  will  immediately  impose  new  taxes,  a  step  wh. 
they  will  be  disinclined  to  adopt. 

I  hope  the  State  will  look  well  into  the  subject  before  they 
purchase  up  the  Holland  Lands  &  Debts.  All  experience  has 
demonstrated  that  nothing  so  effectually  impairs  the  authority  & 
justice  of  Government  as  the  existence  of  a  great  body  of  public 
Debtors.     .     .     . 

Farewell  truly  yrs. 

R.  K. 

with  other  trivial  and  unfounded  observations  which  it  has  been  deemed 
expedient  to  ascribe  to  me  and  which  call  for  no  further  notice  on  my  part. 

" '  In  respect  to  the  paper  called  the  American^  it  is  true  that  I  have  no  con- 
cern or  direction  in  its  management,  but  it  is  not  true  that  I  have  held  the 
language  of,  or  to,  the  editors  which  is  attributed  to  me,  except  that  I  may 
have  observed  that  they  were  of  an  age  to  act  and  decide  for  themselves  ;  and 
that  even  between  father  and  son,  there  is  a  period  of  mutual  independence 
which  should  be  influenced  only  by  the  ties  of  friendship  and  affection.  But,  I 
feel  myself  however  bound  to  declare  on  this  occasion  that  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  editors  of  this  paper  are  men  of  the  most  unblemished  integrity. 

"  '  In  the  conversation  between  Mr.  Miller  and  myself  to  which  he  refers,  after 
denying  that  he  said  that  I  called  the  opposition  to  Mr.  Clinton  "unprinci- 
pled," he  intimated  that  if  he  did  say  so  it  was  matter  of  inference  from 
what  he  had  heard,  and  in  reporting  this  conference  between  us  he  should,  I 
think,  have  added  that  I  explicitly  told  him  that  no  such  inference  could  be 
made  from  my  conversation.  Alluding  to  the  sense  of  the  injury  he  had 
received,  he  more  than  once  urged  his  claim  to  reparation.  I  replied  I  must 
decline  all  interference  on  that  subject ;  that  a  charge  had  been  made  against 
me  which  I  denied  and  which  he  disavowed,  and  of  course  between  him  and 
me  there  was  no  disagreement.  I  stated  to  Mr.  Miller  but  without  any  ex- 
pression of  censure,  my  regret  that,  with  the  recent  erroneous  representation, 
that  which  took  place  in  1812  should  not  have  been  united;  that  the  state- 
ment on  this  subject  was  however  correct,  except  that  the  case  was  stronger 
and  more  exceptionable  than  was  stated,  and  that  I  would  if  he  desired 
it  send  him  the  letters  which  passed  on  that  occasion  between  me  and  my 
brother,  General  King,  to  prove  the  same.  Mr.  Miller  expressed  no  wish 
to  receive  the  same.  The  temper  and  deportment  of  Mr.  Miller  in  the  in- 
terview between  us  was  unexceptionable.  I  am  sorry  that  his  address  to  the 
public  has  obliged  me  to  make  a  single  remark  upon  the  support  of  it  which 
he  has  deemed  it  proper  to  publish,  and  I  am  the  more  sorry  that  he  should 
persist  in  ascribing  to  me  opinions  which  I  explicitly  assured  him  I  had  neither 
entertained  nor  expressed,  and  which,  whencesoever  derived,  were  erroneous. 
I    have   never   liad  a  personal    disagreement  with   Mr.   Miller   though    I    did 
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I  continue  to  be  most  illiberally  treated  by  the  Patriots  of  the 
South,  and  if  at  home  too  I  am  to  share  no  better  fate,  I  may  say 
with  President  Adams  "  that  I  have  fallen  on  evil  times."  But 
none  of  these  things  move  me  ;  I  shall  not  yield  so  long  as  I  feel 
my  cause  to  be  good. 

In  Schouler's  History  of  the  United  States,  vol.  iii.,  p.  153, 
there  is  a  statement  of  the  excitement  connected  with  the 
Missouri  Question,  which  he  attributes  to  a  political  force 
which  gave  "  this  popular  movement  "  a  peculiar  impetus 
and  direction,  which 

"  force  was  federal  in  its  basis,  negative  in  the  main  as  to  Monroe's 
administration  and  policy,  immutably  jealous  of  southern  as- 
cendency. King,  venerable  in  years  and  courtly  of  aspect,  was 
its  chief  inspiration,  as  befitted  one  of  his  commanding  talents 
and  vast  and  varied  public  experience,  reaching  back  to  revolu- 

think  that  he  took  an  unwarrantable  liberty  with  my  name  in  1812,  but  I  have 
neither  motive  nor  inclination  to  recur  to  the  proceedings  of  him  or  others  at 
that  period.' 

"  Thus  far  Mr.  King.  I  will  now  only  say  that  our  present  national  difficul- 
ties are  sufficient  to  call  upon  all,  and  such  as  ought  to  call  upon  all,  men  of  all 
parties,  for  more  moderation,  less  passion  and  greater  impartiality  and  mutual 
courtesy  than  appearances  justify  us  in  hoping  will  prevail  in  the  examination 
and  comparison  of  the  patriotism  and  integrity  of  the  services  and  the  sacrifices 
of  our  most  distinguished  men." 

In  a  letter  from  \Vm.  Coleman  to  Mr.  King,  March  11,  1S20,  he  says  : 
"  I  confess  I  do  not,  nor  does  Mr.  W.  or  H.  see  that  it  was  his,  Mr.  Miller's, 
purpose  to  cause  it  to  be  understood  that  you  adhered  to  Mr.  C.  as  you  seem  to 
imagine.  I  should  grieve  with  no  ordinary  emotion,  I  beg  leave  to  say,  if 
there  was  any  good  cause  to  believe  that  such  was  in  reality  the  fact,  &  equally 
so  if  there  was  any  more  to  suppose  you  meant  to  declare  your  preference  of 
Tompkins  ;  whom  we  regard  here  as  the  Virginia  candidate.  Believe  me  my 
dear  Sir  &  allow  me  to  say,  that  we  do  indulge  the  hope  that  you  will  not 
condescend  to  lend  the  weight  of  your  name  to  either  of  the  factions  that 
distract  this  state  &  are  ready  to  tear  each  other  &  whoever  is  attached  to 
either  to  pieces.  Your  influence  is  too  great,  too  sacred,  too  elevated  to  be 
any  way  lessened  &  cheapened  by  intermeddling  with  these  paltry  factions  or 
their  leaders.  I  want  expression  to  do  justice  to  my  feelings  on  this  sub- 
ject.    .     .     . 

"  Mr.  Ogden's  account  of  Pinkney's  personal  disrespectful  behaviour  towards 
you  in  the  Senate  is  received  here  with  sensations  of  lively  indignation." 
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tionary  times.  Contemporaries,  indeed,  agree  in  ascribing  to  this 
sage  from  a  State  singularly  divided  in  polities,  though  rapidly 
rising  to  national  leadership,  an  ambition  of  astonishing  vitality  ; 
and  bitterly  enough  did  Jefferson  inveigh  against  him  at  this  time 
as  one  who  was  ready  to  risk  the  Union  for  any  chance  of  restor- 
ing his  party  to  power  and  wriggling  to  the  head  of  it.  The  last 
heated  stricture  was  too  severe  ;  but  that  King  set  on  foot  and 
organized,  in  the  summer  of  181 9,  the  concert  of  measures  which 
awoke  the  north  for  a  renewal  of  the  Missouri  struggle  cannot  be 
doubted  ;  and  whatever  possible  alloy  may  have  mingled  with  the 
pure  metal,  posterity  owes  the  praise  which  his  own  age  denied 
him." 

Wx.  J.  Q.  Adams  in  his  Memoirs,  vol.  v.,  p.  206,  says,  on 
November  25,  1820: 

"  Upon  the  Missouri  Question  he  [Mr.  King]  has  much  cooled 
down  since  last  winter.  The  question  is  not  now  the  same  as  it 
was  then,  and  is  much  more  clear  against  Missouri.  But  he  has 
discovered  that  the  people  of  the  North,  like  many  of  their 
Representatives  in  Congress,  flinch  from  the  consequences  of  this 
question,  and  will  not  bear  their  leaders  out.  Personal  and  ambi- 
tious motives  have  also  been  imputed  to  Mr.  King  for  the  part  he 
has  taken  in  this  affair.  ...  He  says  that,  as  a  statesman  of 
the  Union,  he  has  lost  rather  than  gained  ground  by  his  ardent 
pursuit  of  this  slavery  question,  and  seems  now  disposed  to  say 
little  more  about  it." 

The  charge  in  the  above  extracts  that  Mr.  King  was  in- 
fluenced by  personal  ambition  was  undoubtedly  made  at  the 
time  by  those  whom  he  opposed  in  denouncing  their  efforts 
to  extend  slavery  beyond  the  Mississippi — and  it  is  above 
assumed  to  be  founded  in  fact.  Now  in  carefully  reading 
the  correspondence  relative  to  this  subject,  there  is  not  one 
word  that  can  be  twisted  to  substantiate  this  charge.  From 
beginning  to  end  it  shows  that  Mr.  King  was  indifferent 
even  as  to  returning  to  the  Senate,  except  that  he  thought 
he  might  still  be  able  to  do  some  good  to  his  country.  No 
personal  motives  moved  him  to  accept  that  position,  even 
when  it  was  unanimously  bestowed  upon  him  ;  but  he  ac- 
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cepted  it,  free  to  act  according  to  his  own  judgment.  He 
knew  the  opinion  of  the  people  of  his  State  on  all  points, 
and  especially  relative  to  slavery  extension,  for  the  Legis- 
lature recorded  it  by  a  decided  vote.  He  knew  that  the 
ground  he  had  occupied  in  the  previous  Congress,  ground 
which  he  had  not  long  before  proclaimed  by  the  publication 
of  the  position  he  had  then  held,  and  still  continued  to  hold, 
would  place  him  in  the  forefront  of  the  contest  against 
slavery  extension  ;  but  there  is  no  evidence  of  an  ambitious 
project  on  which  to  rise  to  a  higher,  if  there  is  a  higher, 
honor  as  he  looked  upon  it,  than  to  be  Senator  of  the 
United  States. 

Being  thus  placed  in  a  position  that  would  enable  him  to 
fight  for  the  cause  of  freedom  against  slavery,  which  cause 
from  the  earliest  years  of  his  public  life  he  had  sought  to  pro- 
mote, and  believing  that  the  issue  before  the  country'  involved 
not  only  the  extension  of  slavery,  but  the  political  control  *  by 
the  slave  States,  he  never  hesitated  to  take  the  stand  which 
his  love  of  country  and  his  conscience  forced  upon  him — and 
yet  notwithstanding  his  able  and  unanswerable  argument  in 
behalf  of  the  power  of  Congress  to  restrict  the  extension  of 
slavery  to  its  then  present  constitutional  limits,  he  failed  to 
accomplish  his  purpose  through  the  defection  of  those  who 
had  the  opportunity  to  settle  the  question,  but  for  reasons 
best  known  to  themselves  withheld  their  votes.  He,  indeed, 
had  that  honorable  ambition  which  led  him  to  strive  for  suc- 
cess in  the  course  he  believed  right  and  for  his  country's 

*  "  The  r.eal  struggle  was  political, _andJor^the_balance.,Qt. power,  as  frankly 
declared  by  Mr.  Rufus  King,  who  disdained  dissimulation  ;  and  in  that  strug- 
gle the  non-slaveholding  states,  though  defeated  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  were 
successful  in  producing  the  compromise  conceived  and  passed  as  a  Southern 
measure.  ...  I  have  been  minute  in  stating  this  controversy,  and  its 
settlement  deeming  it  advantageous  to  the  public  interest,  that  history  and 
posterity  should  see  it  in  its  proper  point  of  view  and  that  it  was  a  political 
movement  for  the  balance  of  power  balked  by  the  Northern  democracy,  who 
saw  their  own  overthrow  and  the  mutual  separation  of  the  States  in  the  estab- 
lishment of  geographical  parties  divided  by  a  slavery  and  anti-slavery  line." — 
T.  H.  Benton,  Thirty  Years    View,  i.,  10. 
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good,  and  for  which  he  as  honestly  thought  he  would  have 
the  gratitude  and  respect  of  his  fellow-citizens,  as  he  was 
sure  of  the  satisfaction  of  his  own  conscience.  But  there  is 
not  one  word  to  indicate  that  his  action  was  the  result  of 
a  wish  for  personal  promotion. 

The  following  extracts  from  his  letters  to  his  sons  certainly 
do  not  indicate  any  ambitious  views,  or  a  desire  to  advance 
his  personal  interests: 

"  I  neither  solicit,  nor  will  on  this  occasion  condescend  to  be 
myself  a  solicitor,  and  I  shall  take  it  in  ill  part  if  any  of  my 
friends  shall  in  my  behalf  ask  the  interference  in  my  favor  of  any 
of  the  Gentlemen,  who  may  profess  to  differ  from  me  in  my 
political  opinions. 

"  I  never  held  a  public  situation  merely  for  the  sake  of  my 
personal  gratification — nor  would  I  now  continue  to  hold  even 
the  little  remnant  of  my  term  in  the  Senate,  unless  I  beHeved  that 
in  doing  so  I  shall  promote  the  public  welfare.  Having  neither 
declined  nor  asked  a  re-election,  I  am  entirely  satisfied  that  the 
question  should  be  determined  by  those  whose  office  it  is  to 
decide  the  same,  and  you  maybe  assurred  that  I  am  utterly  indif- 
ferent what  their  decision  may  be." — Letter  to  his  son,  1818, 
pages  183-4  in  this  volume. 

"  The  newspapers  have  informed  you  that  the  Legislature  of 
New  York  have  made  no  choice  yet.  .  .  .  I  am  entirely  out 
of  the  question,  and  feel  no  regret  that  such  is  my  condition. 
My  own  self-respect  does  not  suffer  me  to  feel  the  mortification, 
that  I  might  perhaps  feel,  were  I  conscious  that  I  was  deficient  in 
fidelity  to  the  country  or  in  capacity  to  serve  it." — Letter  to  E. 
King,  February  12,  18 19,  p.  214  of  this  volume. 

"The  Virginia  papers  denounce  with  great  virulence  my  course, 
ascribe  to  me  views  and  motives,  which  I  am  in  no  manner  influ- 
enced by,  my  sole  and  only  object  being  to  oppose  the  extension 
of  slavery  and  the  protection  of  the  rights  of  freemen  against 
further  abridgement  by  the  virtual  representation  of  slaves." — 
Letter  of  R.  King  to  J.  A,  King,  February  25,  1820,  p.  282  of  this 
volume. 

"  I  have  spent  here,  [Washington]  a  very  retired  winter,  having 
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declined  all  invitations,  and  gone  into  no  company  ;  I  have  there- 
fore had  more  leisure  to  attend  to  the  affairs  of  the  Senate,  and  for 
those  instructive  employments  which  retirement  only  furnishes." 
— Letter  to  Edward  King,  April  9,  1820. 

These  expressions  of  opinions  and  of  honest  sense  of  duty 
in  his  actions  respecting  the  extension  of  slavery  cannot  be 
mistaken.  Were  further  proof  necessary  to  establish  this, 
the  letter  addressed  to  his  son,  J.  A.  King,  March  18,  1820, 
p.  317  of  this  volume,  in  relation  to  the  opinions  of  the  Vice- 
President,  then  a  candidate  for  the  governorship  of  New 
York,  will  show  conclusively  that  Mr.  King  had  acted 
throughout  under  a  conviction  of  duty  in  the  determination 
to  check  the  power  of  slavery. 

"You  cannot  be  mistaken,"  he  says,  "  but  will  at  once  discover 
that  I  refer  to  the  Missouri  question.  It  is  given  out  to  be  settled, 
but  nothing  is  less  true.  Its  influence  will  increase,  its  magnitude 
also.  I  have  after  much  consideration  taken  my  part  in  this 
affair,  and  I  cannot  anticipate  that  my  mind  is  likely  to  undergo 
any  change  in  the  estimate  it  has  made  of  the  justice,  the  policy 
and  the  duty  of  every  freeman  on  this  important  subject." 

The  statement  of  Mr.  Adams,  "  that  he  seems  now,"  in 
November  of  that  year,  "  disposed  to  say  little  more  about 
it,"  suggests  the  inference  that  ambitious  views  no  longer 
controlled  his  actions,  as  he  had  lost  ground  "  in  his  ardent 
pursuit  of  this  slavery  question."  His  letter  to  Mr.  Wol- 
cott  *  says,  "  I  do  not  abandon  my  opinions — yet  the  anxiety 
I  have  felt  I  endeavor  to  dismiss — and  hope  to  be  able  to 
turn  my  attention  to  other  objects  "  ;  and  that  to  his  son, 
March  4th,f  says,  "  I  consider  myself  and  associates  as  con- 
quered. The  slave  States,  with  their  free  corps,  have  sub- 
dued us,  and  the  only  opportunity  that  will  occur  to  establish 
the  equal  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  free  States  is  lost." 

With  these  opinions  why  should  he  contend  any  longer 
against  the  power  which  had  thus  shown  itself  ?  Why 
should  he  then  pursue  "the  slavery  question"  further? 

*  Page  288.  f  Page  289. 
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M.  Van  Buren  to  R.  King. 

March  12,  1820. 

My  dear  Sir  : 

I  enclose  you  a  report  which  I  am  told  is  highly  satisfactory  to 
our  friends  &  annoying  to  our  enemies.  I  have  written  rather  a 
scolding  or  fretting  letter  to  the  Secy  of  the  Navy  to-day,  in  the 
hope  of  rousing  the  torpid  &  hair  splitting  man  at  W.  to  take 
ground  in  our  favour,  &  have  omitted  to  speak  as  favourably  of 
our  prospects  as  I  might  with  propriety  have  done.  I  can  with 
perfect  sincerity  assure  you  that  I  have  no  apprehension  left  as  to 
the  success  of  the  Vice  President,  &  all  that  is  necessary  to  make 
his  majority  overwhelming  is  a  strong  &  unqualified  expression, 
of  your  sentiments.  As  to  the  main  question  on  that  subject  I  say 
nothing  because  I  have  no  right  to  say  any  thing,  but  if  you 
should  think  proper  to  aid  us  in  that  way,  I  will  take  the  liberty 
of  suggesting  that  for  many  &  cogent  reasons  it  is  desirable  that 
expressions  should  be  as  strong  &  pointed  as  may  be  agreeable  to 
you.  The  circumstance  of  Mr. &  Mr.  Coleman  having  in- 
tercepted the  publication  of  your  letter  on  the  subject  of  Miller's 
affair  has  leaked  out  &  produced  some  excitement. 

There  has  been  no  period  since  last  fall  when  it  was  more  in 
your  power  to  enlist  the  best  feelings  of  the  democracy  of  this 
State  than  the  present  &  there  are  particular  interests,  which  I 
will  hereafter  explain  to  you,  connected  with  the  choice  of  Repre- 
sentatives &  in  which  our  best  friends  have  an  interest  which  will 
be  subserved  by  it  in  an  eminent  degree.  You  see  I  speak  unre- 
servedly to  you  ;  I  do  so  because  I  have  the  fullest  confidence  in 
your  friendship  &  partiality  for  me.  In  a  few  days  I  will  write 
you  again  &  more  at  large. 

In  great  haste  yours  affectionately 

M.  V,  Buren. 


J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  March  12,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  received  this  morning  your  letter  of  the  6th  inst  and  yester- 
day one  dated  the  day  before  both  referring  to  a  subject  in  which 
we  all  here  feel  the  deepest  interest.  Our  Letter  to  you  is  com- 
pleted and  only  wants  the  signature  of  some  of  those  who  are  to 
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subscribe  it ;  some  have  left  the  City  and  have  requested  us  to 
sign  their  names  to  it  :  it  will  probably  reach  you  a  day  or  two 
after  the  receipt  of  this.     In  considering  what  it  may  be  expe-    ' 
dient  and  proper  for  you  to  do  in  relation  to  this  matter,  I  think 
much  is  due  to  your  own  sense  of  what  is  becoming,  some  thing 
to  us,  who  knowing  your  sentiments  and  believing  that  we  should 
receive   your  sanction    have  arranged    ourselves    irrevocably  in 
opposition  to  Mr.  Clinton,  and  not  a  little  to  that  party  which  ; 
casting  aside  long   cherished  prejudices,   nobly  gave  you   their  • 
unanimous  suffrage  and  still  glory  in  their  act,  and  in  the  charac-    ; 
ter  of  the  gentleman,  whom  they  have  placed  by  it,  in  the  Coun-    ; 
cil  of  the  Nation.  { 

We,  in  union  with  you,  consider  that  the  federal  party  is  dis-  \ 
solved,  or  so  distracted  as  to  be  incapable  of  a  reunion.  We  have  ) 
not  hesitated  therefore  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  our  letter,  to  \ 
unite  ourselves  with  that  portion  of  the  republican  party  which  is  \ 
now  the  great  and  growing  power  of  the  Union.  We  feel  per-  k 
suaded,  and  the  sentiment  and  conviction  are  not  confined  to  our  \ 
circle,  that  it  is  in  your  power  by  giving  your  sanction  as  far  as  | 
you  may  think  right  to  our  views  and  motives,  to  sway  and  control  \ 
a.  great  body  of  the  federalists  of  this  State.  The  relation  which 
formerly  subsisted  between  yourself  and  the  federal  party  has 
been  by  the  acts  of  their  former  leaders  severed  ;  and  it  is  now 
free  for  you  to  adopt  such  a  course  in  relation  to  the  two  con- 
tending parties,  as  your  judgment  and,  if  you  will  permit  me  to 
add,  our  claims  may  suggest.  You  have  I  think  as  strong  pre- 
tensions to  be  listened  to  by  the  federal  party,  as  they  have,  who 
are  secretly  and  too  successfully  exerting  their  dearly  earned  in- 
fluence over  its  individual  members.  You  owe  it  to  yourself,  and 
I  cannot  but  think  to  us,  not  to  permit  your  influence  to  be  im- 
paired or  even  to  slumber  at  the  approaching  contest,  when  it  can 
be  exerted  with  so  decided  and  dreaded  an  effect,  as  will  be  at 
once  produced  upon  those,  who  without  its  expression  will  be 
drawn  into  the  support  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  his  corrupt  associates. 
After  all  that  can  be  urged  in  favor  of  our  request  proper  I  am 
persuaded  and  convinced  that  it  must  depend  at  best  upon  your 
own  judgment.  Your  decision  however  will  be  anxiously  looked 
for  by  us  all  and  by  no  one  more  so  than  by  your 

affectionate  son  John  A.  King. 

VOL.  VI. — 20. 
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R.    H.    GOLDSBOROUGH    TO    R.  KiNG. 

Near  Easton,  E.  S.  of  Maryland,  March  13,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  was  very  much  gratified  by  your  late  Letter  which  so  satis- 
factorily explained  to  me  the  grounds  and  scope  of  your  late 
Arguments. 

Notwithstanding  I  had  the  most  entire  confidence  that  they 
wd.  be  all  they  ought  to  be,  yet  I  confess  the  Demc.  Papers  worked 
up  a  sort  of  anxiety  in  me  by  their  repeated  attacks  on  You,  and 
their  more  than  meritorious  praise  so  profusely  lavished  upon 
your  eloquent  Opponent.  The  World,  as  well  as  myself,  are  on 
the  stretch  of  expectation  to  see  these  arguments  on  each  side  of 
this  question,  and  I  wd.  hope  that  it  will  not  be  long  before  we 
are  gratified.  I  have  expressed  a  doubt  to  some  of  my  friends 
here  whether  Mr.  P.  will  not  intentionally  withhold  his  speech, 
because  with  him  it  is  altogether  a  matter  of  calculation  which 
way  he  will  probably  acquire  the  most  celebrity,  by  printing  or  by 
the  extravagant  eulogies  already  made  on  it  by  party  editors. 
Perhaps  Mr.  P.  will  find  some  difficulty  too  in  reconciling  the 
doctrines  maintained  in  this  speech  with  that  he  made  upon 
the  Bank  question.  1  know  he  is  openly  at  war  with  himself 
upon  a  speech  he  made  several  years  ago  in  the  H.  of  Delegates 
of  Maryland  upon  the  subject  of  slavery,  and  I  see  that  has  been 
hinted  at  in  a  late  Eastern  paper. 

Mr.  P.  evidently  went  into  the  Senate  indulging  a  hope  that  he 
wd.  be  as  unrivalled  there,  as  he  had  been  at  the  Bar.  He  knew 
and  the  World  knew,  that  You  were  the  only  impediment  to  the 
enjoymt.  of  realizing  that  Hope — To  You  then  he  wd.  turn  the 
whole  force  of  his  powers  and  his  attention.  I  do  not  know,  my 
dear  Sir,  if  you  know  Mr.  P.  as  well  I  do,  and  as  you  are  placed 
in  a  situation  where  you  will  unquestionably  be  brought  into  col- 
lision, I  will  beg  leave  to  suggest  my  thought  to  you  abt.  Mr.  P. 

I  am  glad  he  has  so  far  been  very  courteous  ;  he  will  in  all 
probability  continue  to  be  so  for  some  time  ;  but  if  ever  he  can 
take  occasion,  by  gaining  the  smallest  ascendency  upon  any  one 
point,  he  will  as  certainly  become  arrogant  and  perhaps  rather 
uncourteous  or  harsh.  No  man  on  earth  is  more  apt  to  be  rude 
to  an  adversary  at  the  Bar  than  he  is,  and  that  rudeness  has  gen- 
erally been  extended  to  his  most  distinguished  opponents — it  is 
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his  nature,  he  cannot  bear  a  rival.  He  played  that  game  with 
Harper,  until  Harper  took  him  down  ;  the  same  with  Emmet, 
the  same  with  Wirt,  and  he  will  attempt  it  with  any  man,  if  a  fav- 
ourable occasion  occurs.  He  is  only  to  be  kept  courteous  by 
great  decision  shown  towards  him.  I  wd.  hope  that  he  wd.  be 
less  subject  to  these  freaks  of  his  ambition  in  the  Senate,  and 
that  he  wd.  take  by  infection,  if  he  can't  obtain  it  otherwise,  a  little 
of  that  marked  and  kind  respect  which  has  ever  been  shown  to 
you  from  all  sides  of  that  House.  But  if  you  did  not  know  that 
this  was  his  habit,  I  thought  it  wd.  be  a  breach  of  my  good-will 
to  you  not  to  suggest  it. 

I  wish  with  all  my  heart  I  cd.  get  to  Washn.  to  spend  a  week 
with  you  this  Winter,  but  that  appears  to  be  impracticable.     I  am 

glad  that  you  are  so  near  Mr. &  Mr.  Otis  whose  company  will 

afford  you  much  relief.  Be  so  good  as  to  remember  me  to  them 
kindly. 

I  thought  you  had  Mr.  Randolph  at  Crawfords  and  Judge 
Thomas  again.  I  shd.  like  to  hear  from  the  Judge  how  the  Cau- 
cus for  Presidt.  comes  on — I  presume  there  will  be  no  oppo- 
sition to  the  reigning  Monarch.  But  I  shall  not  beat  all  surprised 
if  the  Missouri  affair  shd.  strew  the  seeds  of  a  new  state  of  things 
agt.  the  next  four  years  after  Mr.  Monroe's  next  term.  These  are 
the  expectations  of  one  at  a  distance  ;  you  can  say  how  near  or 
how  far  they  are  from  probability. 

With  sincere  wishes  for  your  Health  and  Happiness  believe  me, 
dear  Sir, 

Your  most  respectful 

and  faithful  friend 

Rob.  H.  Goldsborough. 


S.  Rensselaer  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  15  March,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  agree  in  your  observations  on  the  politics  of  our  State.  It 
appears  we  are  doomed  to  a  continuance  of  the  most  disgraceful 
party  collisions.  Had  the  Governor  adopted  a  course  which  many 
anticipated  at  the  time  of  his  Election,  the  virulence  of  party  spirit 
might  gradually  have  subsided  :  but  his  connection  with  certain 
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asi)iring  federalists,  to  promote  their  ambitious  projects,  has  dis- 
appointed those  pleasing  anticipations.  The  struggle  which  that 
connection  has  produced  between  him  and  his  democratic  friends 
has  become  acrimonious  &  grows  daily  more  bitter.  Judging  from 
what  I  hear  a  great  majority  of  the  federalists  will  give  him  their 
votes  ;  tho'  many  will  do  it  reluctantly  ;  for  my  own  part  I  feel  that 
self  respect  forbids  my  enlisting  under  the  banners  of  either 
of  the  parties.  I  consider  the  conflict  as  a  contest  for  power 
&  place  in  which  honorable,  prominent  federalists  cannot  par- 
ticipate ;  it  affords  me  no  small  consolation  that  many  of  my  old 
&  influential    federal  friends  unite  in  opinion   with  me  on   the 

subject.      Your  friend  &c 

S.  Rensselaer, 

One  of  the  warmest  friends  of  Mr.  King,  Colonel  Troup, 
wrote  a  long  letter  to  him  on  March  i6th,  deeply  regretting, 
among  other  things,  the  final  issue  of  the  contest  against 
the  unrestricted  admission  of  Missouri,  and  the  "humbug" 
compromise  through  which  the  Southern  States  had  ob- 
tained their  victory,  a  victory  which 

"trampled  underfoot  not  only  the  principles  of  the  Revolution — 
solemnly  declared  in  the  presence  of  God  and  the  world — but 
also  over  that  political  equality  which  is  indispensably  necessary  to 
the  tranquillity  and  duration  of  Government.     .     .     . 

"  For  the  present  it  is  very  consoling  to  your  friends,  and  it  must 
be  a  source  of  the  most  heartfelt  satisfaction  to  yourself,  that  you 
have  faithfully  &  gloriously  discharged  the  high  duties  imposed 
on  you  ;  sustaining  as  you  did,  with  your  own  strength  and  valor, 
the  combined  attacks  of  the  main  body  of  the  Enemy  &  their 
Allies,  for  a  great  length  of  time.  There  is  but  one  thing  more 
that  strikes  me  as  necessary  for  you  to  do  ;  &  that  is  to  favor  the 
public  with  the  substance  of  your  speeches  in  the  Senate.  The 
passing  of  the  bill  forms  a  very  important  era  in  our  history  ;  and 
it  is  due  to  yourself — to  your  friends — to  the  people  of  the  North- 
ern States — and  to  posterity,  that  your  opposition  to  the  bill,  and 
the  principles  on  which  it  was  founded,  should  appear  in  their 
true  lights.  Allow  me  to  press  this  consideration  on  your  mind 
&  heart  with  all  the  force  which  its  deep  interest  merits.* 

*  A  portion  of  these  speeches  was  written  out  and  will  appear  in  an  Appendix. 
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"...  I  have  read  with  attention,  Miller's  address  to  the 
Public,  and  your  remarks,  by  way  of  answer,  as  published  by 
Coleman.  Your  opinions  of  Clinton  at  the  period  you  mention, 
corresponded  exactly  with  mine,  and  I  suspect  with  those  of  all 
reflecting  federalists  in  the  State.  You  were  compelled  to  change 
your  opinions  ;  which  you  did  sooner  than  I,  because  you  sooner 
came  to  a  knowledge  of  certain  facts.  Several  of  these  you  com- 
municated to  me  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  at  your  house 
in  November  last.  Other  facts  have  come  into  public  view  since  ; 
and  the  "  tout  ensemble "  presents  a  frightful  picture  !  I  see 
therefore  no  sort  of  inconsistency  in  your  conduct.  Nothing  in 
the  least  to  impeach  your  candor  &  sincerity,  in  any  conversations 
you  may  have  casually  held  on  the  subject  of  Clinton's  adminis- 
tration. With  respect  to  this  part  of  Miller's  sting  it  seems  to  me 
that  you  have  said  what  is  quite  satisfactory.  As  to  the  interview, 
which  Miller  had  with  you  in  Jamaica,  you  have  contradicted  it  ; 
and  the  contradiction  agrees  with  the  account  you  gave  me  of  the 
interview.  You  have  also  contradicted  what  he  has  said  of  your 
opinion  of  the  American — its  editors — and  your  son  in  particular. 
Having  done  this  much  I  think  you  have  done  enough.     .     .     . 

"  Latterly  I  have  heard  nothing  of  the  proceedings  against  Judge 
Van  Ness.  The  papers  have  not  yet  stated  that  the  Committee 
have  returned  from  the  examination  of  Gov.  Wolcott.*  By  the 
by  must  not  this  old  friend  of  ours  feel  rather  awkward  when 
under  examination  ?  The  infamous  bill,  for  incorporating  the 
Bank,  was  carried,  if  I  may  so  express  myself,  on  the  shoulders 
of  his  reputation,  &  those  of  two  other  worthy  gentlemen.  Mr. 
Wolcott  continued  in  the  Bank,  and  was  its  President,  long  after 
arrangements  had  been  made — in  the  whole  or  in  part — for  pay- 
ing the  wages  of  journeymen.  Has  not  this  an  awful  squinting? 
I  am  exceedingly  deceived  if  the  shameful  farce,  now  acting  by 

*  Mr.  Wolcott  was  President  of  the  Bank  of  America  at  the  time  of  its  char- 
ter and  approved  of  certain  conditions  which  had  been  made  with  Elisha 
Williams  relative  to  the  connection  of  that  Bank  with  the  Bank  of  Columbia 
in  favor  of  the  latter  ;  of  which  contract  it  was  said  that  Judge  Van  Ness  knew 
nothing  until  after  the  bank  was  chartered.  It  was  then  claimed  that  the 
Judge,  while  admitting  having  been  paid  $5000,  received  it,  not  from  the  Bank, 
though  it  was  bank  money,  but  from  Mr.  Williams  as  his  surety  that  he  would 
fulfil  his  contract.  Mr.  Wolcott's  testimony,  which  was  taken  by  commission, 
neither  affirmed  nor  denied  any  improper  act. 
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Van  Ness  &  his  committee  men,  does  not  end  in  a  tragedy  that 
will  inflict  a  death  blow  on  his  reputation.  An  acquittal  by  the 
Committee,  after  such  a  partial  inquiry,  with  thinking  and  pure 
men,  will  leave  fatal  suspicions  behind  it." 

In  the  last  and  several  preceding  letters,  allusion  is  made 
to  the  case  of  Judge  Wm.  W.  Van  Ness,  who  was  charged  in 
the  American,  January  26,  1820,*  with  corrupt  conduct 
in  connection  with  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  America  in 
1812,  he  being  then  one  of  the  members  of  the  Council  of 
Revision  who  voted  for  it.  These  charges  of  corrupt  acts 
had  been  made  at  the  time,  and  were  now  distinctly  stated 
against  him  as  the  receiver  of  a  bribe,  $5000,  to  secure  his  favor. 
The  question  of  examining  into  the  case  was  at  once  moved 
in  the  House  of  Assembly  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  whether  Judge  Van  Ness,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  "had  so  acted  in  his  official  capacity  as  to 
require  the  interposition  of  the  constitutional  power  of  this 
House." 

Upon  the  assembling  of  the  Committee,  Judge  Van  Ness 
demanded  that  he  should  have  the  liberty  of  cross-examining 
the  witnesses,  which  was  granted.  The  editors  of  t\iQ  Ameri- 
can then  claimed  that,  as  they  were  only  witnesses,  the 
chairman  of  the  Committee  should  appoint  counsel  in  behalf 
of  the  House  ;  this  claim  was  refused,  but  having  been  made 
afterwards  in  the  House,  received  its  consent  and  counsel 
was  appointed. 

R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Feby.  16,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  observe  that  you  have  consented  to  admit  the  Judge 
to  appear  with  Counsel  before  yr.  Committee,  and  that  the  House 
have  also  employed  on  their  part  Counsel.  Except  Pennsylvania, 
I  suspect  that  no  authority  for  this  course  can  be  obtained  :  the 
Committee  have  less,  altogether  inferior,  rank  than  a  Gr.  Jury. 
They  are  Commissioners  to  take  testimony  to  be  laid  before  the 
*  See  tizmmond's  Political  History  of  New  York,  vol.  i.,  p.  518. 
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House,  whose  proceedings  are  according  to  the  large  discretionary 
Law  of  Parliament,  and  not  by  the  technical  rules  of  evidence  in 
the  civil  Tribunals.  I  understand  from  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
S.  Court,  that  one  of  his  brothers,  who  has  had  occasion  to  ex- 
amine the  subject,  in  the  Pennsylvania  case,  pronounces  this  course 
to  be  incorrect,  and  contrary  to  the  law  of  Parliament  on  this  sub- 
ject. I  shall  be  now  able  to  be  a  better  correspondent,  as  I  am 
relieved  of  the  further  discussion  of  the  Missouri  question — to- 
day as  formerly  *  I  am  satisfied  with  myself.     .     .     , 

yrs. 
R.  K. 

R.  King  to  J.  A.  and  C.  King. 

Feby.  20,  1820. 

My  dear  Sons  : 

I  have  received  your  two  letters  of  the  12th.  The  more  I  have 
thought  of  the  course  adopted  by  your  Committee,  and  which  has 
been  sanctioned  by  your  House,  the  more  fully  am  I  persuaded 
that  it  has  been  altogether  erroneous  ;  every  thing  it  would  seem 
is  to  be  managed  and  conducted  every  where  in  our  Legislatures 
and  in  Congress  according  to  the  regulations  &  maxims  which 
have  been  established  in  our  judicial  tribunals.  These  regula- 
tions are  doubtless  proper  &  salutary  in  the  civil  &  criminal  tri- 
bunals, but  they  never  have  been  acknowledged,  nor  received  as 
the  Lex  Parliamentaria,  or  law  by  which  the  several  State  Legis- 
latures, and  the  Congress  of  the  U.  S.  are  bound  or  controlled. 

These  do,  and  ought  to,  conduct  their  inquiries  and  arrive  at 
their  conclusions,  according  to  that  sound  discretion,  according 
to  the  rules  and  maxims  of  Equity  and  Justice,  which  compose 
the  foundations  of  the  Common  Law,  unrestricted  by  the  techni- 
cal forms,  which,  for  the  sake  of  Justice,  are  established  in  the  in- 
ferior tribunals,  but  which  are  inapplicable  to  the  great  inquest  of 
the  Nation,  which  is  never  afraid  to  trust  itself  with  the  truth  & 
the  whole  truth,  together  with  every  circumstance,  directly  or  re- 
motely connected  with  the  same.  A  variety  of  testimony  is 
excluded  according  to  the  Rules  of  Evidence  in  private  controver- 
sies ;  but  the  Judges  are  not  afraid  to  hear  and  understand  all  the 
evidence,  and  it  is  only  by  doing  so,  that  they  become  able  to 

*  He  had  made  a  second  speech. 


312  RUFUS  KING.  [1820 


comprehend  &  to  separate  that  wh.  shall  be  received  and  attended 
to  by  the  Jury.  By  the  Law  of  Parliament  the  whole  of  the  evi- 
dence, as  well  that  wh.  is  direct  to  the  charge,  as  all  the  other 
evidence  how  ever  remotely  connected  with  the  charge,  is  allowed  ; 
because  it  is  remote  &  collateral  evidence  which  often  reveals  the 
true  case  &  the  real  purpose,  to  establish  &  accomplish  which  the 
measure  which  becomes  the  subject  of  investigation  was  adopted. 
The  exclusive  rules  of  evidence,  which  in  private  &  individual 
discussions  are  observed,  are  therefore  in  enquiries  on  the  part  of 
the  Legislature  dispensed  with — the  whole  subject  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, whosoever  may  be  affected  by  it,  is  uncovered  and  made 
manifest,  and  in  no  possible  question  can  this  course  be  so  im- 
portant as  in  a  charge  affecting  the  integrity  of  a  Judicial  officer. 
A  Treasurer  who  keeps  your  money,  a  commissary  or  agent  who 
spends  it,  your  executive  magistrates  may  commit  frauds  and  still 
our  lives,  our  freedom  &  estates  are  beyond  their  control  &  re- 
main safe  ;  but  if  the  judiciary,  if  the  Judge  become  corrupt,  all 
these  blessings  are  made  insecure,  &  the  very  ends  of  society  de- 
feated. Private  men  have  their  private  concerns,  families  have 
their  errors,  their  misfortunes  and  their  secrets,  and  it  wd.  break 
up  the  comfort  and  the  tranquillity  and  the  happiness  of  these  to 
intrude  upon,  to  institute  enquiries  concerning,  or  to  assume  to 
judge  over  things  which  remain  and  must  remain  subject  to  the 
judgment  of  individuals  &  not  liable  to  be  examined  or  looked 
into  by  the  magistracy  or  others.  But  in  the  conduct  of  a  Judge, 
being  made  independent  by  the  tenure  and  emoluments  of  his 
station,  his  passions  shd.  be  all  subdued  and  chastened  ;  his  life 
should  be  open,  and  in  nothing  concealed.  He  of  all  men,  and  espe- 
cially respecting  his  judicial  or  official  functions,  instead  of  con- 
tending to  exclude  some,  and  to  admit  other  portions  of  evidence, 
and  so  to  prevent  the  true  character  of  his  proceedings,  shd.  chal- 
lenge the  widest  examination,  the  most  extensive  enquiry  respect- 
ing his  conduct ;  being  innocent  he  knows  that  truth  and  innocence 
are  a  full  and  sufficient  shield  for  his  safety  &  his  reputation  ;  tell 
all,  bring  to  light  every  thing  ;  truth  and  integrity  are  uniform 
and  nothing  can  be  said  or  given  in  evidence  which  can  affect  the 
conduct  of  such  a  Judge.  The  unwillingness  to  consent  to  the 
disclosure  of  the  whole  truth,  relative  or  otherwise  to  his  behav- 
iour, creates  doubts  &  suspicion  ;   and  is  not  the  defiance  so  bold 
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and  powerful,  that  a  virtuous  man  can  always  &  everywhere  hurl 
it  at  the  heads  of  his  accusers  ? 

I  have  no  leisure  to  examine  authorities  on  this  head  ;  but  I 
cannot  be  mistaken  either  in  the  broad  power  of  the  Assembly, 
as  the  great  State  Inquest,  nor  in  that  mighty  shield,  with  which  a 
man  of  integrity  is  ready  during  every  moment  of  his  life,  to  ex- 
press &  in  practice  to  shew,  that  he  neither  wants  nor  asks  for  the 
separation  and  exclusion  of  facts  which  directly  or  by  construc- 
tion may  appear  to  have  an  unfriendly  bearing  on  his  integrity  ; 
instead  of  this  refuge,  he  is  willing  that  every  thing  that  has  been 
done  should  be  laid  open  :  and  as  integrity  never  sanctions  that 
which  is  wrong,  he  is  confident  that  truth  will  protect  him  from 
every  harm. 

I  have  written  this  at  the  instant  of  receiving  your  letter — of 
course  it  calls  for  revision,  wh.  however  I  cannot  afford  it. 

Affectionately  yrs 
R.  K. 

R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Washington,  Feby.  23,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

We  have  the  Argus  of  the  i8th,  containing  the  letter  of  MM. 
Van  Vechten  &  Duer,  and  the  extraordinary  proceedings  of  your 
House  in  consequence  thereof.  If  the  idea  of  Mr.  Attorney  Gen- 
eral be  executed  and  no  evidence  be  received  by  the  Committee 
except  such  as  according  to  the  rules  of  evidence  in  the  ordinary 
Tribunals  would  be  admitted  to  go  to  a  Jury,  you  change  the 
useful  office  of  the  general  Inquest  of  the  State  from  what  it  is 
and  ought  to  be,  to  a  petty  Court  that  tries  a  question  of  property, 
or  small  culprits  for  misdemeanors  ;  instead  of  these  technical 
restrictions,  which  the  viginti  annorum  lucubrationes  are  required 
correctly  to  understand,  your  rule  is  common  sense  and  that  plain 
principle  as  your  guide,  which  plain,  honest,  but  unlearned  men 
would  observe  to  reach  the  object,  they  with  public  and  honest 
views  desire  to  obtain.  Mr.  Oakley's  opposition  reminds  me  of 
an  eloquent  speech  of  Mr.  Fox  in  the  impeachment  of  Hastings, 
in  which  he  complained  of  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  wh.  the 
managers  felt  in  the  performance  of  their  duty,  and  he  added 
that  this  was  the  first  impeachment  in  which  the  Law  Officers, 
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being  members  of  the  Commons,  were  not  united  with  and  a  por- 
tion of  the  managers  to  make  good  the  impeachment. 

I  yesterday  received  the  Columbian  with  Mr.  Miller's  indecent 
address  to  the  public  concerning  the  charge  agt.  him  in  the 
American.  I  have  thought  it  expedient  to  take  some  notice  of  this 
performance,  and  especially  as  to  what  relates  to  the  Editor  of 
the  American.  I  have  sent  Coleman  what  I  shall  publish  under 
my  own  signature  in  reference  to  this  address. 

R.  K. 

P.  S.  As  us  ualwe  have  very  different  accounts  from  Albany  ; 
some  say  the  State  admn.  carries  &  will  carry  all  their  purposes — 
others  say  each  side  is  equally  confidt.  Two  days  ago  a  letter 
was  reed,  from  Sol.  V.  Rensselaer's  wife,  saying  that  Judge  Van 
Ness  was  putting  everything  under  his  feet  ;  that  James  Hamilton 
was  deranged  and  carried  off  to  Columbia  ;  that  Johnson  Ver- 
plank  had  declared  to  the  Committee  that  he  had  not  been  con- 
cerned in  the  management  of  the  American  for  the  last  six 
months  ;  &:c.  Don't  mention  Mrs.  V.  R.'s  name  on  this  subject. 
I  pay  no  regard  to  these  fables,  but  am  concerned  lest  by  mere 
legal  finesse  and  technical  exclusion  the  whole  truth  shd.  be 
unrevealed.  yrs. 

R.  K. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  1820,  Charles  King  wrote  from  Al- 
bany that  the  evidence  for  the  past  two  days  before  the 
Committee,  disproving  the  stories  told  by  the  Judge's  wit- 
nesses at  different  times,  had  been  in  favor  of  the  editors. 

"This  evidence  they  have  rejected  until  now  ;  but  perceiving 
that  it  has  become  now  a  question  of  the  relative  value  of  testi- 
mony on  each  side,  they  could  not  refuse,  tho'  strenuously  urged 
to  do  so  by  the  Judge's  counsel,  to  permit  us  to  use  the  means 
they  allowed  to  the  other  side  of  corroborating  or  contradicting 
witnesses  testifying  to  the  innocence  of  the  accused.  I  think  it 
very  doubtful  how  the  committee  will  report,  or  whether  they 
will  report  an  opinion  at  all  :  but  whatever  is  the  decision  of  the 
committee  in  the  House,  I  feel  that  before  the  public  we  shall  ap- 
pear as  having  substantiated  every  tittle  of  our  charge.  ...  I 
hope  to  leave  here  on  Tuesday's  steamboat  without  waiting  to 
hear  the  report  of  the  committee  or  the  proceedings  thereon." 
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On  the  5th  an  answer  to  this  was  received  from  Mr.  King, 
saying : 

"  I  am  very  glad  that  your  labors  at  Albany  have  finished,  and 
tho'  on  account  of  his  station  I  may  feel  regrets,  I  shall  be  satis- 
fied and  in  some  sense  relieved  from  solicitude,  if  the  Judge's  de- 
linquencies be  proved,  and  you  and  your  associates  justified  in 
the  charges,  which  on  public  considerations,  you  felt  yourself 
obliged  to  prefer  against  him. 

"  Perhaps  you  will  think,  and  I  wish  you  may,  that  having  per- 
formed this  service  at  some  expense  of  time  and  trouble,  you  will 
leave  to  others  to  follow  your  example,  if  occasions  offer,  and  de- 
vote yourself  more  particularly  to  those  engagements  of  business 
which  require  your  attention  than  those  public  duties  will  allow." 

The  report  of  the  Committee,  in  which  all  the  members 
but  Root  concurred,  was  that  there  was  no  direct  positive 
testimony  that  Van  Ness  knew  of,  or  stipulated  for  the 
money  previous  to  the  incorporation  of  the  bank.* 

*  "  Some  circumstances  were  disclosed  which  rendered  the  conduct  of  some 
of  the  gentlemen  accused  suspicious,  and  the  majority  of  the  House  ultimately 
decided  that  the  proof  did  not  warrant  an  impeachment  of  Judge  Van  Ness." — 
Hammond,  Pol.  Hist,  of  N.  ¥.,  vol.  i.,  p.  519,  gives  a  general  account  of  this 
case. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

C.  King  to  King— Asks  his  Assent  to  the  high-minded  Federalists — King  to 
J.  A.  King — Doubts  as  to  Tompkins's  Views  on  Slavery  Extension  forbid 
his  supporting  him — King  to  J.  A.  King — Wants  an  Answer  relative  to 
Tompkins — Troup  to  King — Opposed  to  advocating,  and  advises  King 
not  publicly  to  advocate,  Tompkins — The  State  of  Accounts  does  not  rec- 
ommend him — Notes — Van  Buren  to  King — Tompkins  approved  of  Re- 
striction in  Missouri — J.  A.  King  to  Tompkins,  asking  his  Views  on 
Missouri  Restriction — Tompkins  to  King — Has  no  Doubt  of  the  Consti- 
tutional Power  to  restrict— J.  A.  King  to  King — Hopes  he  will  now  sup- 
port Tompkins — King  to  Giles — Effects  of  Change  from  slave  to  free 
Labor — King  to  J.  A.  King — Now  favors  Tompkins,  but  will  not  make  or 
permit  any  Publication  of  his  Views — King  to  Gore — Land  Bill  passed  the 
Senate — State  of  slave  Question — Holmes— J.  A.  King  to  King— Regrets 
his  Decision  not  to  answer  the  Letter — Gore  to  King — Speeches  approved, 

C.  King  to  R,  King. 

Saturday,  i8  March,  1820. 

My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  We  had  to-day  the  letter  to  which  we  hope  an  answer 
from  you.  We  neither  wish  nor  expect  you  to  concur  in  all  the 
sentiments  of  the  letter  ;  but  simply  to  give  your  assent  distinctly 
to  the  correctness  of  our  course  in  preferring  the  Republican  Can- 
didate to  Mr.  Clinton  &  his,  &c.  The  letter  itself  is  an  elec- 
tioneering address,  and  if  you  dislike  any  parts  of  it,  we  will  of 
course  strike  them  out.  You  however  are  not  and  cannot  be 
considered  as  responsible  for  any  sentiments  it  may  contain. 
You  will  be  judged  by  your  reply  alone.  I  am  unwilling  to  ap- 
pear to  urge  this  beyond  what  your  judgment  may  induce  you  to 
do  ;  yet  under  the  circumstances  I  cannot  but  hope  that  for  our 
sakes,  who  have  committed  ourselves  completely,  for  the  sake  of 
the  party,  who  are  willing  to  treat  us,  as  they  have  treated  you 
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with  loyalty  &  good  faith,  you  may  see  your  own  way  clear  to 
give  us  a  reply  favorable  to  our  wishes.     .     .     .     Very  truly  yrs. 

Chas.  King. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Washington,  March  18,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

,  .  .  My  opinions  of  Mr.  C.  and  his  associates,  I  mean  his 
recruits  from  the  Federalists,  are  unchanged  ;  and  I  cannot  ever  i 
be  insensible  of  the  liberal  and  very  general  support  of  the  Re- 
publicans, who  are  opposed  to  Mr.  Clinton.  To  the  V.  Pr.  I  am  j 
not  a  little  indebted  for  the  support  without  which  Mr.  C.  and  his 
federal  friends  would  have  succeeded  in  degrading  me.  To  Van 
Buren  more  especially  am  I  most  particularly  obliged  ;  whose 
views  and  principles,  as  far  as  I  have  understood  them,  deserve 
my  hearty  approbation. 

I  certainly  cannot,  and  do  not,  object  to  your  taking  such  part 
between  Mr.  C.  and  his  political  opponents  as  you  deem  proper. 
As  respects  a  federal  party  in  the  State,  it  is  in  my  view  dissolved  ; 
indeed  I  consider,  and  have  never  entertained  a  different  opinion 
on  the  subject,  that  Mr.  Clinton  succeeded  in  breaking  up  and  de- 
grading the  federal  party  in  181 2,  when  they  consented,  as  to  a 
very  considerable  degree  they  did,  to  offer  and  support  him  for 
the  Vice  Presidency.  Many  have  believed,  more  perhaps  than  I 
even  suspect,  that  my  opinions  on  this  subject  were  not,  and  are 
not,  disinterested,  and  it  would  be  idle  to  shew,  or  attempt  to  do 
so,  that  such  opinions  are  entirely  incorrect.  I  am,  in  this  re- 
spect, in  the  situation  in  which  men  are  sometimes  placed,  that 
truth  and  innocence,  which  can  be  known  and  felt  by  none  but 
themselves,  are  of  little  or  no  service  in  defending  the  reputation 
of  the  suspected  and  condemned. 

The  occasion,  however,  makes  it  proper  as  between  us,  that  I 
should  assure  you  in  the  most  explicit  and  emphatic  tone,  that 
I  am  entirely  unacquainted  with  myself,  or  those  suspicions  are 
in  themselves  groundless  and  unjust  to  me.  It  has  been,  as  I  am 
fully  persuaded,  in  my  power  could  I  have  sacrificed  opinions 
that  were  firmly  established  and  which  constituted  Rules  of  Duty 
with  me,  to  have  advanced  myself,  or  to  have  acquired  gratifica- 
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tions,  which  might  have  been  desirable,  if  obtained  without  self- 
humiliation.  But  this  course  I  not  only  have  declined,  but  have 
been  heartily  opposed  to  ;  and,  in  a  recent  instance,  if  I  would 
have  compromised  my  Duties  in  order  to  obtain  favor  and  the 
consideration  of  others  whose  good  will  was  not  indifferent  to  me, 
but  whom  I  have  not  only  displeased  but  even  humiliated,  there 
would  have  been  no  difificulty  in  accomplishing  the  object — and 
this  reflection  leads  me  to  a  subject  that  has  given  and  still  con- 
tinues to  give  me  very  great  concern,  and  which  may,  as  I  now 
view  the  subject  ought,  to  regulate  my  conduct  in  relation  to  the 
depending  State  election. 

With  deep  and  strong  aversion  to  Mr.  C.  and  especially  his  new 
associates,  and  much  of  good  will,  as  well  as  obligation  towards 
his  opponents,  there  mingles  most  strangely  and  unexpectedly  in 
this  question  another  subject,  which,  whether  regarded  solely  in 
reference  to  its  great  and  essential  merits  and  importance,  or  as 
respects  the  strength  of  my  convictions  concerning  it,  which, 
whether  I  look  to  the  permanent  and  general  effects  which  it  may 
and  possibly  will  produce,  or  its  tendency  to  swallow  up  all  other 
party  distinctions,  I  cannot  possibly  disregard.  You  cannot  be 
mistaken,  but  will  at  once  discover  that  I  refer  to  the  Missouri 
question.  It  is  given  out  to  be  settled,  but  nothing  is  less  true. 
Its  influence  will  increase,  its  magnitude  also.  I  have  after  much 
consideration  taken  my  part  in  this  affair,  and  I  cannot  anticipate 
that  my  mind  is  likely  to  undergo  any  change  in  the  estimate  it  has 
made  of  the  justice,  the  policy  and  the  duty  of  every  freeman  on 
this  most  important  subject. 

With  all  the  repugnance  which  I  feel  to  bad  men,  their  corrupt 
associates,  and  to  the  different  measures  effected  by  their  wicked 
association,  in  the  affairs  of  our  State,  it  is  nothing,  because  after 
all  it  is  partial,  when  compared  with  the  dreadful  consequence  as 
well  to  the  principles  of  liberty,  as  to  their  only  security  the  equal 
political  rights  of  the  free  States,  which  will  follow  the  plan  delib- 
erately formed  to  extend  slavery  over  new  regions,  hitherto  unpol- 
luted by  it  and  countries  even  where  freedom  is  now  established. 
'  '^  It   has  been,  and  still  is,  asserted   that  the  V.   P.   entertains 

doubts  respecting  the  power,  and  even  concerning  the  policy 
of  restraining  this  unnatural  and  dangerous  mischief.  There 
are  some  truths  so  plain  and  incontestable,  that  no  language  or 
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definition  can  make  them  more  so  ;  and  when  we  find  men  in 
doubt  respecting  the  same,  we  are  wholly  at  a  loss  to  understand 
them.  I  will  not  enlarge  upon  this  point.  I  hope  it  is  not  true 
that  the  V.  P.  has  any  scruples  respecting  measures  without  which 
our  Constitution  is  worthless  and  defenceless,  and  our  liberties  in 
the  most  imminent  danger. 

I  mean  on  this  subject  to  express  myself  (tho'  with  the  closest 
confidence)  to  you  and  Van  Buren  without  reserve.    Obliged  as  I 
feel  myself  to  the  V.  P.,  solicitous  as  I  am  that  he  should  attain 
his  object  in  opposition  to  Mr,  Clinton,  if  he  seek  by  any  under- 
standing with  others,  or  by  deliberate  purpose  to  give  the  influence 
of  N.  York,  or  to  co-operate  with  the  slave  States,  or  in  opposition 
to  the  free  States,  in  order  to  extend  slavery  into  the  new  regions,    \ 
I  will  take  no  step  to  promote  the  purpose  or  wishes  of  his  oppo-    ( 
nent,  and  should  find  it  utterly  impossible  without  degrading  my    ) 
fixed  opinions  of  public  and  private  Duty  to  do  what  it  might    ■ 
otherwise  be  decorous  and  my  inclination  to  do. 

Under  any  circumstances  I  should  feel  an  aversion  to  overstep 
the  line  that  I  have  usually  observed  in  our  contested  elections  ; 
there  is  something  of  presumption  in  any  individuals  becoming  , 
thus  remarkable,  and  among  our  best  examples,  I  do  not  recol- 
lect any  precedent.  On  this  head,  however,  I  am  not  decided.  I 
have  no  further  time  to  add,  but  to  assure  you  that  touching  your 
own  course  and  that  of  the  Duers,  and  our  other  friends  and  con- 
nexions, I  cannot  disapprove  of  the  same. 

Affectionately  yrs. 

RuFus  King. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Washington,  Mar.  20,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  received  today  from  Charles  the  letter  addressed  to  me  by 
yourself  and  others  relative  to  the  course  which  you  have  elected 
to  pursue,  in  the  approaching  election.  I  yesterday  wrote  a  letter 
to  you  directed  to  Albany,  as  on  the  preceding  day  I  had  done  to 
Van  Buren,  in  reply  to  letters  of  the  12th  reed,  from  you.  Before 
I  can  determine  on  the  propriety  of  a  Reply  to  the  letter  reed,  to- 
day from  Charles,  I  must  receive  a  precise  answer  to  my  letters 
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to  you  &  Mr.  V.  Buren  :    the  subject  on  which  this  answer  is 

expected  is  of  the  highest  importance. 

If  I  should  doubt  the  propriety  of  giving  such  answers  as  would 

accord  with  your  wishes,  you   may  with  very  slight  alterations 

convert  the  letter  into  an  address  to  the  public  in  vindication  of 

your  course,     truly  yrs. 

RuFUS  King. 


RoBT.  Troup  to  R.  King. 

Geneva,  22  March  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  have  just  reced.  a  letter,  of  the  i8th  inst.  from  our  mutual 
friend  Morris  S.  Miller  of  Utica,  in  which  he  informs  me  that  he, 
Mr.  Lynch,  Mr.  Duer,  your  sons  Charles  &  John,  and  others  have 
addressed  a  letter  to  you,  in  which  you  are  earnestly  requested  to 
co7ne  out  fully  &  at  large  in  favor  of  Tompkins — at  the  ensuing  elec- 
tion— Mr.  Miller,  in  addition,  expressed  a  strong  hope  that  I 
would  join  you  ;  and  he  infers  that  our  two  names  in  favor  of 
Tompkins,  will  be  likely  to  have  great  weight  in  determining  the 
conduct  of  our  federal  friends  in  general.  I  frankly  acknowledge 
to  you  that  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  the  measure.  The  state  of 
Tompkins'  accounts  *  is  not  such  as,  I  think,  to  justify  you  &  me, 

*  During  the  war  of  1812,  Mr.  Tompkins,  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  had  made  "  large  disbursements  under  his  direction,  vouchers  for  which 
could  not  be  produced  though  he  had  made  large  advances  on  his  private 
credit.  Against  him  personally  nothing  more  serious  than  carelessness  was 
imputed. — Schouler,  Hist,  of  U.  S.,  iii.,  198. 

It  was  admitted  by  the  Governor  and  his  friends  that  as  the  services  for  which 
he  claimed  compensation,  had  been  rendered  to  the  United  States  and  not  to 
New  York,  the  United  States  ought  to  remunerate  him."  The  Legislature  of 
New  York,  however,  had  passed  an  "  act  for  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  D. 
D.  Tompkins,"  on  April  13,  1819,  and  the  question  now  arose  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  act,  through  a  difference  of  opinion  between  the  Comptroller  and 
the  Vice  President,  as  reported  by  the  former.  The  result  of  the  examination 
of  this  matter  by  Committees  of  the  Senate  and  of  the  Assembly  was  that  in 
the  Senate  an  able  Committee,  with  Mr.  Van  Buren  as  chairman  made  a  report, 
the  conclusion  of  which  was  that  there  would  be  a  balance  due  to  the  Governor, 
which  should  be  paid  to  him  on  his  releasing  all  claims  against  the  State,  which 
decision  was  there  adopted.  When  the  matter  came  up  in  the  Assembly,  the 
Committee,  to  which  it  was  there  referred,  reported  on  April  6th,  and  recom- 
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or  any  other  respectable  man  of  the  federal  party  to  come  out  & 
recommend  Tompkins  to  the  votes  of  the  party.  It  is  true  that 
the  Committee  of  the  Senate  have  given  Tompkins  a  good  white 
coating  ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Assembly  have  put  on  him  a  pretty  thick  coat  of  lamp-black. 
Besides  we  have  very  good  &  valuable  friends  that  take  a  deep 
interest  in  Clinton's  re-election.  I  allude,  among  others,  to  Chan- 
cellor Kent,  Judge  Piatt,  and  the  Patroon.  The  latter  you  know 
is  now  a  family  connection  of  Clinton.  My  suspicion  also  is  that 
our  most  excellent  friend  Mr.  Jay  is  for  Clinton  ;  and  my  sus- 
picion is  founded  on  the  notice  Clinton  has  taken  of  one  of  Mr. 
Jay's  sons,  and  the  known  attachment  of  both  of  his  sons  to 
Clinton's  administration.  .  .  .  I  have  therefore  just  answered 
Mr.  Miller's  letter,  and  told  him,  that  I  cannot  consent,  under 
any  circumstances  whatever,*  to  have  my  name  used  in  public  with 
respect  to  either  of  the  candidates,  or  any  other  matter  connected 
with  the  election.  I  hope  most  ardently  that  you  will  also  decline  / 
suffering  your  name  to  be  brought  forward  for  any  purpose.  Your  ! 
sentiments  on  the  question  of  Clinton's  administration  are  no 
secret  but  on  the  contrary  are  well  known  to  every  reading  man 
in  the  State.     Here  let  them  rest.     .     .     . 

Most  faithfully  yours, 

RoBT.  Troup. 

mended  striking  out  the  provisions  of  the  Senate  Resolution,  and  inserting  a 
provision  requiring  the  Comptroller,  should  the  Vice  President  not  pay  the 
amount  found  due  by  him  to  the  accounting  office  by  the  ist  day  of  August,  to 
commence  suit  against  him,  allowing  the  offset  of  his  claim  for  premiums. 

"This  report  was  confirmed  by  the  majority  in  the  Assembly  and  the  bill 
passed  as  amended  by  the  select  committee,  and  here  all  action  in  the  two 
houses  ceased." 

For  a  full  account  see  Hammond's  Pol.  Hist,  of  N.   Y.,  i.,  pp.  521-526. 

Mr.  King  in  a  letter  to  his  son  Charles,  April  5,  1820,  writes  :  "  I  have  not 
any  hesitation  in  thinking  that  the  Comptroller  should  have  closed  the  V.  P.'s 
accounts  according  to  the  construction  of  the  law,  as  confirmed  by  his  counsel." 
But  he  has  thought  it  improper  that  he  should  declare  any  opinion  upon  these 
subjects  (the  V.  P.'s  accounts  among  them)  in  order  to  be  published. 

*  His  agency  for  the  Pulteney  Estate  was  another  objection. 

VOL.  VI. — 21. 
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M.  Van  Buren  to  R.  King. 

March  23d  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  have  only  time  to  say  that  since  the  receipt  of  yours  I  have 

seen  the  Vice  President  &  stated  to  him  what  I  understood  was 

reported  as  his  opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  Missouri  question  & 

he  informed  me  that  he  had  never  entertained  or  expressed  the 

sentiments  attributed    to  him,    that  he   did  not    think    that  the 

restriction  was  unconstitutional,  nor  had  he  ever  questioned  its 

expediency.     At  some  future  day  I  will  give  you  my  ideas  upon 

the  question  of  the  expediency  of  making  this  a  party  question.     I 

am  persuaded  that  notwithstanding  the  people  of  this  state  have 

felt  a  strong  interest  in  the  question,  the  excitement  which  exists 

in  regard  to  it,  or  which  is  likely  to  arise  from  it,  is  not  so  great  as 

you  suppose. 

With  great  respect  &  esteem 

in  very  great  haste 

I  am  yours  cordially 

M.  V.  Buren. 


J.  A.  King  to  Tompkins. 

Albany,  March  27th  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

In  consequence  of  the  conversation  which  took  place  between 
us  this  morning  in  relation  to  a  subject  of  the  deepest  interest  to 
us  all  in  this  section  of  the  Union,  I  now  take  the  liberty  with 
your  permission  of  addressing  this  letter  to  you,  in  order  that  you 
may  express  in  your  reply  to  it  your  sentiments  upon  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  Congress  to  prohibit  the  introduction  of  slavery 
into  the  State  of  Missouri,  as  well  as  the  expediency  of  exercising 
that  power  in  the  case  alluded  to.  This  question  tho'  apparently 
settled  for  the  present  moment  by  the  recent  decision  of  Congress, 
is  in  truth  far  from  being  so,  its  influence  will  increase  and  its 
magnitude  also,  with  the  erection  of  every  new  State  within  the 
southern  limits  of  the  United  States.  You  will  therefore  confer 
a  favor  on  me  as  well  as  upon  those  of  your  friends  whose  opinions 
and  sentiments  are  in  unison  with  mine,  to  express  fully  and  unre- 
servedly your  sentiments  upon  this  subject.  It  may  be  well  to 
remark  that  it  was  in  consequence  of  rumours  misrepresenting 
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your  opinion,  upon  this  subject,  being  afloat  at  Washington,  as 
well  as  here,  that  I  took  the  liberty  of  making  you  the  visit 
referred  to,  and  you  will  permit  me  to  add  that  the  frank  and 
undisguised  expression  of  your  views  of  this  subject  claim  and 
receive  my  warmest  thanks. 

I  have  the  honor 
to  be  your  obed.  humb.  Servt. 

John  A,  King. 


Daniel  D.  Tompkins  to  J.  A.  King. 

Albany  March  28  1820. 
Dr  Sir  : 

I  have  not  had  time  since  the  receipt  of  yours  of  last  evening 

to  make  a  full  answer.     I  am  surprised  that  my  sentiments  upon 

the  subject  of  slavery  or  the  admission  of  New  States  into  the 

Union  without  a  prohibition   of  slavery  therein  should  ever  have 

iDcen   doubted   or   misunderstood.     My   opinion  is   that  by  the 

Constitution    Congress   have   the   discretion    of    requiring   as   a 

preliminary  condition  of  the  admission  of  a  State,  not  composed  of 

territory  not  originally  in  the  U.  S.,  that  slavery  be  prohibited 

in  such  new  State  &  that  it  is  expedient  &  just  to  require  that 

condition  to  be  performed  in  relation  to  Missouri  and  all  other 

territory  acquired  therewith.     In  the  course  of  tomorrow  I  will 

furnish  you  an  answer  to  yours  containing  a  full  exposition  of  my 

reasoning,  views  and  opinions  on  this  important  subject. 

I  am  Dr.  Sir  your  obed.  Servt. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins. 


J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  March  28th,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  enclose  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  written  to  the  Vice 
President  with  his  answer,  and  I  hope  you  will  consider  it  as  re- 
moving all  your  doubts  on  that  subject.  He  is  preparing  a  longer 
and  fuller  letter,  which  he  says  he  has  no  objection  to  having 
published.  In  the  meantime  it  was  considered  important  by  us 
all,  that  you  should  be  satisfied  upon  this  point  immediately. 
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As  the  difficulty  which  seemed  of  the  greatest  moment  to  you  is 
now  removed,  I  hope  that  you  will  feel  at  liberty  to  reply  to  the 
letter  written  to  you  ;  to  which,  as  we  have  said  before,  we  do  not 
ask  anything  more  than  a  general  assent  and  approbation  of  our 
course,  and  particularly  that,  as  the  candidate  of  the  Republican 
party,  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  is  entitled  to  our  support.  It  is  of 
infinite  moment  to  us  to  have  your  sanction. 

Affectionately  yours 

John  A.  King. 

R.  King  to  Mr.  Giles. 

March,  1820. 

Mr.  King  of  N.  Y.  receives  and  very  heartily  reciprocates  the 
obliging  salutations  expressed  by  Mr.  G.  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Archer,*  the  extract  of  which  Mr.  Pleasants  was  good  enough  to 
communicate  to  Mr.  K.  He  is  however  somewhat  at  a  loss  to 
understand  the  inquiry  which  Mr.  Giles  is  desirous  Mr.  K.  should 
answer  respecting  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  the  principle  of  vol- 
untary &  involuntary  labor  ;  and  the  project  of  substituting  the 
latter  for  the  former,  ascribed  to  Mr.  K..  Supposing  Mr.  Giles* 
inquiry  to  relate  to  the  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  States  where  it 
exists,  in  order  to  introduce  a  system  of  agriculture  to  be  carried 
on  only  by  the  labor  of  free  persons,  Mr.  King,  without  any 
reserve  admits  that  any  such  plan  would,  in  his  belief,  be  most 
difficult  to  execute,  and  that  he  must  be  not  only  a  bold  politician, 
but  moreover  must  possess  higher  powers  of  intellect  than  are 
commonly  met  with,  who  should  venture  to  attempt  to  carry  any 
such  scheme  into  execution. 

The  subject  of  domestic  slavery  is  one  with  which  Mr.  K.  is 
very  imperfectly  acquainted  and  on  which  he  has  not  bestowed 
much  consideration,  and  which  he  professes  to  look  at  and  reflect 

*  The  extract  from  Mr.  Giles's  letter  is  as  follows  : 

"  I  would  thank  you  to  present  my  best  respects  to  Mr.  King  and  ask  him,  if 
he  thinks  he  has  sufficiently  reflected  upon  the  subject,  to  estimate  all  the  con- 
sequences of  attempting  to  change  the  principle  of  labor  established  and  trans- 
fused through  a  great  community  for  its  support  and  prosperity  &c, — whether  that 
principle  of  labor  be  of  the  willing  or  reluctant  kind — and  to  substitute  it  with 
another  ?  Whether  he  believes  after  all  his  reflections,  there  can  be  a  more 
difficult  problem  for  solution?"     (Quotation  dated  March  22d,  1820.) 
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upon  solely  in  its  bearing  and  effects  upon  great  political  interests, 
and  upon  the  just  and  equal  rights  of  the  freemen  of  the  Nation. 
Concerning  the  actual  economy  upon  this  subject  practised  by  the 
States  where  slavery  is  permitted,  Mr.  K.  is,  as  he  has  always  been, 
fully  persuaded  that  it  belongs  exclusively  to  those  States,  to  reg- 
ulate the  same,  and  that  the  U.  S.,  or  their  Legislature,  have  no 
power  to  interfere  with  the  States  on  this  matter  more  than  they 
have  to  interfere  with  the  laws,  usages  and  customs  of  any  foreign 
country,  where  slavery  exists.  In  a  late  debate  upon  a  question 
altogether  distinct  and  concerning  which  the  Constitution  is  most 
explicit,  it  having  been  urged,  as  argument  of  expediency,  that 
the  multiplication  of  slaves  in  the  old  States  was,  or  soon  would 
be,  such  as  to  require  their  dispersion  over  new  and  remote  re- 
gions, in  order  to  insure  the  repose  and  safety  of  the  States,  in 
which  the  number  of  slaves  might  otherwise  become  too  numerous, 
Mr.  K.  observed  that  it  must  be  evident  that  the  effect  of  this 
plan  of  dispersion  would  be  nothing  more  than  a  temporary  pal- 
liative, that  the  expansion  could  not  be  indefinite,  as  doubling  and 
trippling  the  number  of  slaves,  must  in  the  like  ratio  increase  the 
danger  now  felt ;  and  were  there  no  conclusive  objection  to  the 
measure,  it  could  have  no  other  effect  than  to  postpone  the  evil 
to  a  future  day  ;  and  this  with  the  certainty  that  the  magnitude 
of  the  evil  would  increase  as  time  was  given  to  its  growth.  In 
lieu  of  such  course,  not  as  a  measure  proposed,  much  less  as  one 
to  be  attempted  under  the  power  of  Congress,  Mr.  K.  suggested 
that  it  was  possible  that  the  States  might  respectively  devise  some 
scheme  to  mitigate  the  actual  condition  of  slaver}',  and  thereby 
to  lessen  the  evil,  to  which  it  might  otherwise  give  birth.  They 
might,  for  example,  assign  to  the  slaves  a  part  of  their  land,  to 
which  they  should  be  attached,  and  from  which  they  should  not 
involuntarily  be  sold  ;  the  profits  of  their  labor  might  be  divided 
by  some  expedient  rule  between  the  master  and  the  slave — some 
such  mode  as  was  practised  in  the  antient  villenage.  But  this  was 
a  mere  suggestion,  made  without  confidence  in  its  practicability  ; 
altho'  intended  to  insinuate  that  there  seemed  to  be  something 
retrograde  in  its  character,  in  the  present  improved  condition  of 
human  society,  in  sitting  down  in  utter  despair  that  the  time 
would  never  come,  when  changes  might  take  place  in  the  present 
condition  of  slavery  within  the  U.  S. 
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How,  when,  or  under  what  circumstances,  or  under  whose  aus- 
pices this  may  be  attempted,  Mr.  K.  has  formed  no  distinct  opin- 
ion, and  from  the  very  partial  consideration  that  he  has  ever  given 
to  the  subject,  he  now  says,  as  he  has  often  said,  that  he  knows  of 
no  Question,  connected  with  the  welfare  and  safety  of  the  coun- 
try of  greater  magnitude,  involved  in  greater  or  more  peculiar  em- 
barrassment. Mr.  G.  to  whom  Mr.  K.  is  not  altogether  a  stranger, 
it  is  hoped  will  correctly  appreciate  this  observation,  and  the  more 
especially,  because  it  has  suited  the  views  of  others,  whose  situa- 
tion could  not  have  misled  them  respecting  Mr.  K.'s  expressed 
opinion,  to  represent  the  language  and  the  precise  object  of  Mr. 
K.  to  be  not  only  what  he  at  the  time  disclaimed  and  still  dis- 
claims, but  wholly  contrary  to  the  express  limitations  which  he 
made  use  of.  Mr.  King  can  assign  no  other  explanation  of  this 
unmerited  misrepresentation,  than  the  desire  to  make  a  case  more 
easy  to  refute  than  that  which  Mr.  K.  actually  made,  and  which  in 
his  deliberate  judgment  has  not  and  cannot  be  answered. 


R.  King  to  J.  A,  King. 

Washington  April  i,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  yesterday  received  your  letter  of  the  28th.  ultimo,  with  its 
enclosures.  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  before  communicated  to  me  the 
same  information  respecting  the  V.  P.'s  opinion  on  the  M.  Q., 
and  I  immediately  informed  him  in  answer  to  his  letter,  that  I 
was  fully  satisfied.  I  shall  regret  that  the  V.  P.  should  take  the 
trouble  to  write  anything  further  upon  the  subject,  and  especially 
with  any  view  to  its  publication  ;  which  would  not  be  likely  at 
the  present  time  to  be  of  public  advantage,  and  might  be  other- 
wise. 

Thinking  as  I  have  done  of  the  importance  of  the  principle  in- 
volved in  the  M.  Q.  and  of  the  future  influence  thereof  upon  our 
public  affairs,  I  felt  a  good  deal  of  solicitude,  on  hearing  the 
whispers  that  were  in  circulation  here,  concerning  the  opinions  of 
the  V.  P. ;  and  more  so,  as  in  my  conversations  with  him,  he  gave 
me  no  reason  to  believe  that  he  entertained  opinions  on  the  con- 
struction of  the  Constitution  different  from  my  own.     I  am  there- 
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fore  gratified  to  find  that  these  insinuations  respecting  him  are 
without  foundation  ;  which  indeed,  had  I  received  no  authorita- 
tive contradiction  of  them,  I  should  have  inferred  from  the  silence 
that  has  lately  prevailed  respecting  them. 

I  mentioned  this  subject  to  the  Sec.  of  the  Navy  before  I  sug- 
gested it  confidentially  to  Van  Buren  and  to  you,  in  order  that  the 
fnends  of  the  V.  P.  should  be  seasonably  apprized  of  what  I  had 
some  reason  to  believe  would  reach  Albany,  and  become  matter 
of  objection  in  the  pending  election.  Should  nothing  be  urged 
against  the  V.  P.  on  this  head,  I  hope  that  no  public  opinion  re- 
specting the  same,  will  be  thought  necessary. 

I  have  carefully  considered  and  sought  the  advice  of  several 
frierds,  whose  experience  deserves  my  respect,  and  whose  feel- 
ings and  wishes  even  may  not  differ  from  my  own  in  the  choice 
that  should  be  made  between  the  V.  P.  and  Mr.  C.  I  am  embar- 
rassed only  by  the  apprehension  that  the  V.  P.  may  suppose,  that 
having  received  a  great  and  gratifying  expression  of  their  liberal 
preference,  I  owe  on  the  present  occasion  a  return  equally  gener- 
ous. I  can  however  rely  upon  their  liberality  correctly  to  appre- 
ciate the  explanations  of  the  motives,  which  decide  my  conduct 
on  this  occasion. 

I  am  not  indifferent  as  respects  the  issue  of  the  election.  I  ( 
feel  a  decided  preference,  and  what  is  more  important  and  satis-  1 
factory,  I  cherish  stronger  hopes  of  the  consolidation  of  the  vari-  « 
ous  interests  of  the  State  and  of  the  repose  of  our  public  affairs  ; 
under  the  V.  P.  than  under  Mr.  C.  I 

I  cannot  therefore  disapprove  of,  nor  discourage,  the  like  feel-  ! 
ings  and  conclusions  of  others  ;  and  more  especially  of  the  gen-  \ 
tlemen  who  have  asked  my  opinion  on  this  subject  ;  but  in  the  | 
communication  thereof  I  cannot  consent  to  the  publication  of  the  ^^ 
same. 

The  counsel  of  prudent  and  honorable  men,  who  I  feel  quite 
sure,  deal  honestly  with  me,  directs  to  this  refusal  ;  the  conduct 
of  others,  whose  examples  on  former  occasions  merit  respect,  im- 
parts the  same  instruction  ;  the  publication  that  I  have  been 
obliged  to  authorize  in  reply  to  Mr.  Miller's  Address  has  an- 
nounced my  opinion  respecting  the  course  which  in  my  judgment 
the  Federalists,  as  individuals,  ought  to  pursue  in  the  approaching 
election  ;  and,  anxious  as  you  appear  to  be  for  the  contrary,  I 
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am  unable  to  comply  with  the  request  which  you  and  others  have 
made,  unless  I  disregard  the  advice  of  not  a  few  friends,  the 
authority  of  former  examples,  and  even  the  opinion  which  I  have 
recently  made  public  in  my  answer  to  Mr.  Miller. 

Besides,  without  the  affectation  of  modesty,  there  is  something 
more  than  the  mere  appearance  of  self  importance  than  would 
consist  with  the  observance  of  true  decorum,  in  volunteering, 
especially  during  my  absence  from  the  State,  my  opinion  and 
advice  on  the  pending  election  ;  and  judging  as  well  as  I  am  able 
to  do,  could  I  reconcile  the  same  to  sentiments  of  propriety,  I  am 
disposed  to  believe  that  the  desired  effect  would  be  very  insig- 
nificant. Such  are  my  feelings,  and  such  must  be  my  conduct. 
I  state  them  in  confidence,  and  with  no  other  reserve,  in  order 
that  those  friends,  they  may  be  supposed  to  affect,  may  fully 
understand  them. 

You  must  pause  for  a  moment  and  weigh  the  difference  between 
youth  and  age  :  the  one  is  confident  and  adventurous,  the  other 
cautious  and  hesitating  :  the  object  of  one  is  to  acquire,  of  the 
other  to  preserve  reputation — both  are  right  ;  I  therefore  do  not 
discourage  you,  nor  disapprove  of  your  views  ;  and  I  hope  that 
you  will  make  due  allowance  for  mine. 

with  affectionate  regards,  I  am  faithfully  yrs 

RuFus  King, 

P.  S.  All  our  reports  are  favorable  to  the  success  of  the  V,  P., 
anditismyearnesthopethatthey  may  not  prove  fallacious.  .  .  . 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Washington,  Apl  9.  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

Our  session  drags  along  in  the  ordinary  manner.  Western 
claims,  land  regulations  and  private  accounts  consume  most  of  our 
time.  The  law  for  converting  credit  to  cash  sales  of  the  public 
Lands  has  been  again  passed  in  the  Senate,  but,  as  formerly,  the 
Bill  is  delayed  in  the  House  and  may  be  again  postponed.  The 
debt  for  lands  now  exceeds  22  millions  and  another  year's  sales 
may  make  it  more  than  30  mils.     Since  the  year  1805,  an  annual 
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Bill  has  been  passed  to  postpone  payments  due  from  the  land  pur- 
chasers and  becomes  yearly  more  necessary  by  the  annual  increase 
of  the  debt.  If  it  goes  on  in  this  way,  the  result  will  be  to  draw 
off  our  active  population,  to  become  purchasers  of  western  lands, 
which  are  nominally  sold,  but  which  will  in  effect  be  acquired, 
without  payment  by  the  purchasers.  Better  will  it  be  to  pass  a 
law  assigning  to  the  several  States  their  respective  quotas  in  sev- 
eralty, of  an  estate  that  will  be  wasted,  if  longer  held  in  common. 
The  slave  question  at  present  is  matter  of  memory  only  ;  but  very 
deep  &  resentful  impressions  have  been  made  among  the  slave 
States,  and  towards  individuals  their  feelings  are  not  likely  to 
wear  away.  If  a  correspondent  impression  were  made  in  the  free 
States  all  wd.  be  as  it  should  be — the  effect  wd.  be  beneficial  even 
to  those  who  are  most  dissatisfied  ;  but  this  I  apprehend  may  not 
be  the  fact.  The  inveteracy  of  party  feelings  in  the  Eastern 
States,  the  hopes  of  influence  and  distinction  by  taking  part  in 
favor  of  the  slave  States,  which  call  themselves,  and  are  spoken 
of  by  others  as  the  truly  republican  States  and  the  peculiar 
friends  of  liberty,  will  keep  alive  &  sustain  a  body  considerably 
numerous,  and  who  will  have  sufficient  influence,  to  preserve  to 
the  slave  States  their  disproportionate,  I  might  say  exclusive, 
dominance  over  the  Union. 

I  understand  that  Maine  will  return  Holmes  (as  contemptible 
and  vulgar  a  fellow  as  any  one  in  the  new  State)  to  be  one  of  her 
Senators.  He  is  (one  is  ashamed  to  use  the  only  expressions 
which  describe  him)  the  merest  sycophant,  and  hollow  hearted 
man,  who  has  never  understood  or  felt  the  direction  of  conscience, 
that  is  to  be  found  among  us.  He  is  more  proud,  and  more  fully 
gratified,  to  excuse  &  justify  slavery,  to  misrepresent  the  motives, 
and  depreciate  the  influence  of  friends  of  freedom,  than  any  other 
man  in  Congress  ;  yet  this  man  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to 
represent  the  people  of  Maine. 

And  in  Massachusetts  too  &  elsewhere,  there  are  men  who  pre- 
tend to  be  intelligent,  who  deny  the  power  of  Congress  to  restrain 
slavery  where  it  cannot  exist  without  their  consent  and  who  join 
the  slave  States  after  the  truth  is  manifest  that  the  extension  of 
slavery  delivers  over  the  govt.  &  rights  of  the  freemen  to  the  mas- 
ters of  slaves.  Thus  we  have  been  govd.  and  thus  by  our  base  & 
degrading  divisions,  excited  by  others,  and  blindly  kept  alive  by 
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ourselves,  we  shall  continue  to  be  ruled  by  men  who  in  the  name 
of  liberty  and  by  the  permission  of  power  are  ordained  to  be  our 
masters,  as  they  are  the  masters  of  the  black  men  on  whose  labor 
they  live.     ...  I  am  truly  yours 

R.  K. 


J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  April  gth,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  yesterday  received  your  letter  of  the  ist  instant,  and  will  only 
reply  that  however  much  I  may  regret  your  decision  as  respects 
ourselves,  I  cannot  at  the  same  time  refuse  my  entire  assent  to  the 
correctness  of  the  feelings  and  reasons  which  have  determined 
the  course  you  have  adopted  in  this  instance.  We  shall  now  con- 
vert our  letter  to  you,  into  an  electioneering  address  to  which  we 
shall  obtain  as  many  respectable  signatures  as  the  lateness  of  the 
hour  will  admit  of.  I  was,  I  must  confess,  somewhat  prepared 
for  this  decision  on  your  part,  from  the  difficulties  suggested  in 
your  former  letters.  But  as  I  was  very  desirous  that  we  should 
receive  your  reply,  if  you  could  under  proper  advisement  consent 
to  give  it,  I  did  not  entirely  relinquish  all  hopes  of  seeing  that 
result  accomplished. 

J.  A.  King. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  April  10,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.     .     .     Both  Webster  &  Everett  who  were  in  the  Senate  when 

you  delivered  your  Sentiments  on  the  Missouri  Question  confirm 

my  Opinion  on  the  Fitness  and  Truth  of  your  Remarks  and  on  the 

Misrepresentations  of  your  opponents.     I  have  read  the  speeches 

of  Barbour  &  Smith  of  your  House,  and  cannot  but  think  them 

more  arrogant  and  indecent  than  any  thing  that  I  have  seen  from 

that  Body,  and  I,  with  many  others  here,  regret  not  seeing  your 

speech  to  which  these  purport  to  be  in  Reply.     .     .     . 

faithfully  &  truly  yours 

C.  Gore. 
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M.  Van  Buren  to  R.  King. 

April  13,  1820. 

My  dear  Sir  : 

I  know  your  goodness  will  have  suggested  my  apology  for  not 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  two  last  communications  at  an 
earlier  period,  as  well  as  for  not  now  giving  to  them  that  minute 
reply  which  under  other  circumstances  it  would  give  me  pleasure 
to  do.  The  truth  is  that  for  the  last  ten  days  I  have  scarcely  had 
time  to  take  my  regular  meals,  &  am  at  this  moment  pressed  by  at 
least  half  a  dozen  unfinished  concerns  growing  out  of  this  in- 
tolerable political  struggle  in  which  we  are  involved.  I  agree 
with  you  fully  as  to  the  Holland  Land  Company  concerns  &  have 
given  the  business  such  a  direction  as,  while  it  defeats  Mr.  Clin- 
ton's &  Mr.  Granger's  political  plans,  will  preserve  the  public  in- 
terest. Mr.  John  A.  King  has  shown  me  your  letter  detailing 
your  reasons  for  declining  a  public  expression  of  your  preference 
in  the  ensuing  election  in  this  State  ;  they  are  satisfactory  to  me, 
because  they  are  regarded  so  by  you,  for  we  certainly  could  have 
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no  right  to  ask,  nor  ought  we  to  wish,  that  you  should  have  done 
so  if  you  had  the  least  objection  to  it,  or  entertained  the  smallest 
doubt  as  to  its  propriety — I  entertain  the  strongest  convictions 
that  we  shall  succeed.  The  circumstance  of  its  being  extensively 
known  that  you  had  thus  been  written  to  &  no  reply  appearing, 
will  give  our  adversary  nearly  all  the  advantage  which  he  would 
derive  from  being  permitted  to  say  that  your  opinion  was  adverse 
to  us,  &  I  am  well  satisfied  that  at  the  eve  of  the  election,  when 
it  is  too  late  to  communicate  with  you,  they  will  publish  the  cir- 
cumstance &  with  their  usual  boldness  &  disregard  to  truth  assert 
that  you  did  not  answer  the  letter  because  you  were  opposed  to 
the  Vice  President,  or  even  if  necessary  that  you  sent  an  answer 
to  that  effect  which  is  suppressed. 

I  send  you  a  hasty  sketch  of  my  remarks  in  the  Senate  which  I 
throw  on  your  indulgence. 

Yours  very  sincerely, 

M.  V.  BUREN. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  April  18,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  received  and  thank  you  for  your  Letter  of  the  9th.  I  see 
with  deep  Pain  &  Regret  the  arrogance  of  our  Southern  Allies  & 
the  base  Servility  of  some  of  our  own  Citizens.  That  Maine  will 
send  Holmes  as  Senator  is  not  to  be  doubted,  and  I  have  as  little 
Doubt  that  some  of  more  Talent  in  Mass'ts.  will  labour  all  Sum- 
mer to  gain  Credit  against  the  next  Winter  with  the  existing 
Admon,  at  Washington,  by  endeavouring  to  promote  such  an 
Election  as  was  given  only  to  the  first  President,  and  for  a  man, 
notwithstanding  the  unremitted  Praise  of  all  Federalists,  who  has 
called  to  Office  no  one,  who  was  not  a  thorough  going  Supporter 
of  all  the  Virginian  Pretensions  to  exclusive  Rule.  To  the  base 
spirit  which  produces  this  Conduct  was  owing  the  Vacillation  of 
this  State  on  your  late  important  Question.  .  .  .  believe  me 
truly  your  affectionate  &  faithful  Friend 

C.  Gore. 
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C.  King  to  R.  King. 

New  York  18.  April  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  do  not  think  that  any  body  can  have  pledged  you  to  answer 
our  letter,  or  have  said  publicly  that  it  was  expected  from  you  to 
do  so,  tho'  it  undoubtedly  has  become  a  matter  of  more  publicity 
than  we  wished,  that  such  a  letter  had  been  written  to  you.  I 
have  not  heard  any  suggestions  made  as  to  your  not  replying  to 
it.     You  will  see  it  is  published  with  about  40  names. 

yours  very  truly 

Chas.  King. 


C,  King  to  R.   King. 

N.  York  April  19,  1820. 
Dr  Sir  : 

.  ,  .  A  singular  and  rapid  change  has  occurred  within  the 
last  month  in  the  state  of  our  money  market.  Money,  which 
could  with  difficulty  be  loaned  a  month  ago  at  5  pr.  ct.  is  now  not 
to  be  had  at  7  pr.  ct.  The  Banks  are  curtailing  their  discounts, 
as,  from  the  low  state  of  their  specie,  they  needs  must ;  and  a 
very  general  and  extensive  pressure  for  money  is  experienced.  I 
know  of  no  other  way  of  accounting  for  this,  than  by  the  immense 
amount  of  our  imports  and  of  orders  yet  to  be  executed  in  France 
and  England.  That  this  is  the  leading  cause  is  the  more  probable, 
as  notwithstanding  the  fall  in  Stocks  &  produce,  which  the  scar- 
city of  money  produced,  exchange  on  England  is  gradually  ad- 
vancing, and  large  sums  of  specie  are  constantly  going  both  to 
France  &  England.     .     .     . 

yrs  very  truly 

Chas.  King. 


R.  King  to  C.  King, 

Washington  Apl.  22,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  The  situation  of  the  Treasury  is  bad.  A  loan  in  addi- 
tion to  the  diversion  of  the  Sinking  Fund  will  be  requisite  to 
enable  the  ordinary  business  to  proceed.  I  don't  mean  that  the 
diversion  of  the  Sinking  Fund  is  either  expedient  or  just ;  it  will 
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nevertheless  take  place.  We  hope  to  adjourn  by  the  8th  May,  and 
the  Spanish  negotiation  will  be  pressed  to  a  conclusion  before 
that  date.     .     .     .  yrs  R.  K. 

R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Friday  Evg,  28  Apl.  1820. 

Dear  Sir  : 

After  a  long  session  the  H.  of  R.  have  this  evening  passed  the 
Tariff  Bill  to  be  engrossed  &  read  a  third  time  by  a  majority  of 
12  or  15  :  its  fate  in  the  Senate,  which  stands  adjourned  till  Mon- 
day, is  said  to  be  doubtful. 

Certain  portions  of  it,  which  would  have  borne  hard  on  Navi- 
gation, or  rather  Commerce,  are  amended  ;  still  in  the  articles  of 
Iron,  Hemp,  Duck,  and  Copper  the  Provisions  are  injurious  to 
navigation  &  ship  builders.  The  Duty  of  10  cts  the  gallon  on 
molasses  is  ill  judged  &  oppressive,  as  well  as  almost  ruinous 
to  the  distilleries  in  your  quarter  :  the  East  India  Trade,  which 
is  the  business  in  Massachusetts  will  be  subject  to  further  embar- 
rassments, and  on  a  false  theory  respecting  the  exportation  of 
Dollars. 

Our  Span.  Negotiation  is  not  absolutely  closed  tho'  it  is  said  to 
be  desperate  ;  a  message  from  the  Pr.  will  communicate  the  actual 
state  of  affairs  to  Congress  before  its  adjournment,  and  thereby 
free  himself  from  all  responsibility. 

The  Question  in  this  event  will  be  to  authorize  the  Pr.  to  oc- 
cupy Florida.  I  shd.  not  object  to  this  measure  were  there  no 
danger  of  war ;  which  neither  our  Treasury,  nor  the  state  of  the 
currency,  nor  the  embarrassment  of  every  branch  of  industry 
wd.  permit. 

The  Tariff  and  the  Florida  Business  may  still  detain  us  a  week 
or  more,  notwithstanding  the  desire  of  adjournment. 

I  am  affectionately  yrs  Rufus  King. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Sunday  30  Apl  1820. 

My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  made  a  short  visit  yesterday  to  the  Pr.  ;  the  issue  of 
ye  Span,  negotiations  was  not  then  ascertained  but  expected  to 
be  brought  to  a  point  within  a  day  or  two. 


l82o]  LIFE  AND   CORRESPONDENCE.  335 

On  passing  thro'  Paris  Genl.  Vives  told  Gallatin  that  he  was 
not  the  bearer  of  the  Ratification  of  the  Treaty,  but  had  power  to 
consent  to  our  occupation  of  Florida  preliminarily,  and  thus  to 
enter  into  further  negotiations  with  the  U.  S.  On  his  arrival 
here,  when  asked  for  the  Ratification  of  our  Treaty,  he  declared 
he  did  not  possess  it,  and  when  inquired  of  if  he  has  power  to 
consent  to  our  occupation  of  Florida,  he  also  replied  in  the  nega- 
tive :  it  becoming  manifest  that  on  this  basis  no  further  negotia- 
tions would  be  continued,  he  is  supposed  to  have  asked  for  a 
moment's  pause,  and  so  far  as  conjecture  may  be  cited,  it  would 
not  be  extraordinary  in  this  posture  of  affairs  shd.  the  General  on 
reexamination,  discover  that  he  is  authorized  to  consent  to  ye  oc- 
cupation of  the  Floridas.  In  this  event  the  negotiations  may  be 
resumed,  and  continued  as  long  as  he  chooses  :  tomorrow  or  the 
day  after  will  enable  me  according  to  present  opinions  to  send 
you  more  precise  intelligence  :  this  can  be  regarded  in  no  degree 
leading  to  particular  result. 

The  Pension  bill  passed  by  Congress  &  wh.  without  doubt  will 
be  approved  by  the  Pr.,  tho'  called  an  act  in  addition  &c,  is  in  fact 
a  repeal  of  the  revolutionary  pension  Bill  passed  in  1818,  and  the 
enactment  of  new  rules  &  regulations  with  wh.  all  persons  already 
on  the  pension  Bill  must  comply,  in  order  to  receive  any  future 
payment  of  their  Pensions. 

The  former  bill  was  incautious  and  too  comprehensive  ;  instead 
of  including  only  soldiers,  who  had  served  three  years  or  until  the 
end  of  the  War,  every  person  who  had  served  nine  months  was 
comprehended  by  the  bill,  so  that  more  than  16000  Pensioners 
were  on  the  Roll  on  the  last  day  of  the  last  year  ;  when  the  whole 
army  at  the  end  of  the  war  was  only  13000  non-comd.  Officers  & 
Privates.  The  Pensions  on  the  i.  Inst,  payable  to  the  old  Army 
amounted  to  about  2  mil.  Dol.,  f  of  which  is  payable  to  Pensioners 
residing  in  the  States  east  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  other  |  in  the 
other  States  &  Territories, 

Whether  this  circumstance  has  had  its  effect  in  revoking  the 
Law,  I  cannot  say,  but  no  Senator  east  of  Pennsylvania  voted  for 
the  Repeal. 

The  treasury  is  poor,  and  this  will  bring  a  temporary  relief. 

faithfully  yours 

R.  K. 
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R.  King  to  J.  Mason, 

Washington,  May  4th,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

It  is  some  time  since  the  receipt  of  your  obliging  letter,  of  the 
15th  ultimo  ;  it  ought  sooner  to  have  been  acknowledged,  but 
my  attention  had  been  of  late  a  good  deal  engaged  in  watching  the 
course  of  the  New  York  election  :  the  struggle  is  over,  but  who 
cries  victory,  we  here  are  unable  to  ascertain.  My  wishes  have 
been  on  the  side  of  Tompkins,  believing  that  under  him,  the  State 
may  be  more  composed  than  it  would  be  under  Clinton.  Our 
session  is  near  its  close  :  except  the  Bill  changing  the  mode  of 
selling  the  public  lands,  nothing  of  importance  will  have  been 
done,  tho'  much  has  been  discussed,  which  stands  postponed,  for 
another  session.  Had  not  the  friends  of  the  Tariff  embraced  a 
system  too  comprehensive  and  complicated,  they  would  have  suc- 
ceeded ;  the  cotton  &  woollen  manufacturers,  disconnected  wath 
their  associates,  would  have  received  the  protection  asked  for  ; 
but  the  bearing  of  the  Bill  on  ship  building  &  navigation  was  in- 
sufferable. The  auction  and  cash  payments  of  duty  Bills  failed 
also,  being  reported  as  parts  of  the  Tariff  System  as  it  was  called. 

Our  Spanish  affairs  have  often  changed  their  phases,  during 
the  winter  and  the  expected  news  from  Spain  since  the  Convoca- 
tion of  the  Cortes,  will  in  all  probability  postpone  any  definitive 
measures  respecting  Florida  ;  about  which  less  solicitude  exists 
than  formerly.  Some  desire  the  Province  of  Texas  lying  along 
the  Coast,  &  west  of  the  Sabine,  to  be  also  obtained  ;  others  have 
become  less  desirous  respecting  the  Floridas  ;  which  will  only 
add  further  strength  in  the  Senate  to  the  slave  States,  which  by 
the  multiplication  of  new  states  has  become  a  controlling  power 
in  our  government  tho'  a  minority.  I  have  however  no  doubt 
that  ultimately  we  shall  possess  the  Floridas. 

In  respect  to  the  Missouri  Debates  in  which  I  took  a  part, 
which  became  the  theme  of  gross  misrepresentations  and  abuse  ; 
altho',  as  the  newspapers  have  shown,  much  has  been  said,  the 
argument  whether  the  power  or  the  policy,  be  the  inquiry,  re- 
mains unbroken  in  favor  of  the  restriction.  Indeed  nothing  hav- 
ing the  character  of  a  Law,  or  constitutional  or  statesmanlike 
argument  has  been  offered  to  the  contrary,  and  in  my  conviction 
none  can  be  invented.     All  the  speeches  hitherto  published  have 
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been  prepared  by  those  who  delivered  them  :  there  was  no  note 
taker  present  in  the  Senate  and  I  have  not  put  a  pen  to  paper  in 
order  to  preserve  what  I  said  on  this  occasion. 

The  Presidential  Caucus  was  a  mere  abortion  ;  the  measure 
was  adopted  more  by  the  vanity  of  Genl.  Smith  than  from  all  other 
motives.  There  will  be  no  opposition  to  Mr.  Monroe  that  I  have 
heard  of  ;  none  is  expected  even  from  New  York,  whose  Legisla- 
ture in  all  probability  will  be  anti-clintonian. 

If  Tompkins  had  been  chosen  Gov.  of  N.  Y.  there  might  have 
been,  or  even  yet  may  be,  a  Caucus  for  his  successor  ;  but  I  con- 
sider this  event  uncertain  &  not  likely  to  be  definitely  ascertained 
at  least  in  favor  of  Tompkins  before  Congress  adjourns.     .     .     . 

Our  Treasury  is  exhausted.  No  notice  was  personally  given 
of  its  condition  ;  the  Executive  removes,  but  does  not  propose  to 
impose  Taxes  ;  the  reduction  in  the  military  appropriations  of 
this  year,  including  the  fortifications  and  ordnance  Department, 
exceeds  two  millions.  The  suspension  or  repeal  of  the  Pension 
law,  will  be  another  saving,  and  yet  the  Gov.  must  borrow  from 
2  to  4  millions  this  year  and  the  prospects  of  the  next  year  are 
still  more  alarming. 

The  project  of  the  new  Tariff,  if  it  succeeds,  must  reduce  the 
import  and  tonnage  duties  still  lower,  and  its  establishment  must 
produce  the  necessity  of  a  system  of  internal  Taxes,  which  the 
Western  States  have  no  inclination  to  impose. 

A  motion  to  reduce  the  Army  is  before  the  House,  &  if  no  fears 
respecting  Florida  prevent,  will  prevail  :  the  Navy  will  follow 
next  year.     So  we  go. 

Excuse   this  rambling  letter  and   believe  me  very  truly  your 

respectful  &  faithful  servant, 

RuFUS  King. 

R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Monday,  8  May  1820. 

Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Congress  will  adjourn  at  farthest  on  this  day  week. 
Otis  adjourned  himself,  and  with  his  brother  Mason  went  off  yes- 
terday. I  gave  orders  this  morning  to  move  from  the  gloomy 
rooms  where  Lewis  was  formerly,  to  the  apartments  wh.  Otis  has 
occupied  during  the  winter,  so  that  I  am  as  it  were  at  home  again, 

VOL,    VI. 22. 
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and  now  write  to  you  with  the  Churchyard,  the  Potomac,  and 
other  old  &  famiUar,  and  at  this  hour,  pleasant  objects  before  me. 
The  tariff  Bill,  auction  Bill,  &  Bill  requiring  the  cash  payment 
of  Duties,  have  all  been  postponed  to  the  next  session  ;  and  ex- 
cept the  auction  Bill  I  am  not  dissatisfied  in  this  result — The 
Law  changing  the  credit,  to  the  cash  system  of  selling  the  public 
Lands,  is  the  only  beneficial  &  important  Act  of  the  session  :  the 
Missouri  Bill  was  the  fruit  of  cowardice,  or  worse.     So  much  for 

Politicks. 

I  remain  yr  constant  friend 

RuFus  King. 

R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Washington  Tuesday  Evg.,  9  May  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  Florida  Message  was  sent  to  the  two  Houses  of  Congress 
to-day,  and  the  tenor  thereof  is  pacific  as  was  anticipated. 

It  seems  that  explanations  were  wanted  by  the  Spanish  Govt, 
concerning  the  views  of  the  U.  S.  in  respect  to  the  Spanish 
Colonies  :  other  points  such  as,  the  piratical  equipments  in  the 
American  Ports,  the  magnified  expedition  of  Long  against  the 
Texas,  and  the  opposition  to  the  Grants  made  by  King  Ferdinand 
to  the  Duke  d'Alazon  &  others,  were  also  mentioned  as  requiring 
explanations,  but  the  chief  purpose  seems  to  have  been  to  obtain 
assurances,  that  the  U.  S.  would  take  no  step,  equivalent  to  a 
recognition  of  the  Independence  of  any  of  the  South  American 
Provinces.  It  seems  that  Genl.  Vives  soon  became  convinced 
that  no  such  engagement  on  this  point  would  be  made,  or  even 
allowed  to  become  the  subject  of  discussion  ;  that  while  the  U.  S. 
have  been  disposed,  and  are  still  willing,  to  observe  a  just  neu- 
trality between  Spain  and  her  Colonies,  so  long  as  the  civil  war 
is  carried  on  ;  they  will  decline  to  enter  into  stipulations  either 
with  Spain  or  the  Colonies  to  this  effect,  but  will  reserve  to  them- 
selves to  decide  on  every  thing  connected  with  this  subject,  as  the 
principles  of  justice,  and  of  policy  may  at  any  time  recommend. 

Besides  a  discussion  on  these  topics  is  distinct  and  altogether 
separate  from  every  article  and  portion  of  the  Treaty  lately  con- 
cluded, and  would  be  in  effect  the  entering  upon  a  new  negotia- 
tion &  the  abandonment  of  the  late  Treaty. 
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Altho'  Genl.  Vives  told  Mr.  Gallatin  and  the  French  Minister  of 
For.  Affairs,  that  while  he  was  not  the  bearer  of  the  ratified  Treaty, 
he  was  nevertheless  authorized  to  consent  to  our  occupation  of 
the  Floridas,  in  case  he  should  receive  the  explanations  that  he 
was  commissioned  to  demand  ;  yet  he  here  explicitly  disowns 
that  he  is  authorized  to  consent  to  our  taking  possession  of  the 
Floridas,  and  in  addition,  urges  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
every  measure  wh.  he  might  stipulate,  arising  from  the  late  import- 
ant changes  in  Spain.  On  the  whole  the  course  of  prudence, 
all  things  well  considered,  seems  to  be  that  of  leaving  the  Spanish 
Negotiation  for  the  present  where  it  stands,  and  this  I  conjecture 
will  be  the  opinion  of  Congress. 

I  am  Dr.  Sir 

Yr.  faithful  friend 
R.  K. 

R.  King  to  J.  Mason. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.  May  25,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

As  Virginia  has  appealed  to  the  respective  States  in  the  Mis- 
souri Question,  I  hope  that  your  Legislature  will  not  only  sustain 
the  appeal,  but  give  judgment  in  the  cause. 

You  are  in  the  Legislature,  and  will  of  course,  attend  to  the 
subject,  should  yr.  Gov.  in  imitation  of  Wolcott,  bring  it  before 
you. 

I  have  no  wish  to  recur  to  the  subject  during  the  next  Session 
of  Congress.  We  shall  be  the  same  persons  and  the  result  would 
not  vary.  Holmes  of  Maine  who  is  come  to  the  Senate,  would  be 
on  the  slave  side  ;  &  New  Hampshire  has  been  divided.  Altho' 
the  question  is  not  immediately  to  be  discussed  again  in  Congress, 
the  principles  will  be  constantly  felt,  and  those  that  are  correct, 
want  strengthening  &  confirmation.  New  Hampshire  can  and 
ought  to  lend  her  support.  I  wish  that  your  Parrot  would  retire 
and  give  you  his  place.  The  North  wants  force  ;  numbers,  which 
are  mere  numerals  in  politics  as  well  as  in  finance,  are  not  to  be 
relied  on. 

On  all  controverted  points,  in  every  National  Question,  we 
fight  Militia  against  Regulars  ;  and  as  in  war,  we  suffer  grievous 
defeats  ;  until  by  more  concert  which  we  have  little  prospect  to 
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effect,  or  by  the  influence  of  pride,  which  disdains  inferiority, 
we  select  and  continue  our  best  men  in  Congress,  no  alteration 
can  be  accomplished  ;  but  we  shall  forever  be  governed  by  the 
minority,  whose  interests  materially  differ  from  our  own,  &  from 
that  of  a  majority  of  the  Nation. 

If  you  could  come  from  N.  H.  and  Webster  from  M.  I  should 
feel  more  courage  and  confidence  ; — think  of  these  things. 

I  am  always  &  truly  yrs. 

RuFus  King. 

R.  GOLDSBOROUGH  TO  R.  KiNG. 

Easton,  E.  S.  of  Maryland,  May  30th,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  have  delayed  writing  to  you  upon  a  subject  on  which  I 
anxiously  desired  to  commune  with  you,  until  your  return  home, 
when  you  wd.  have  a  fuller  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  state 
of  things  which  has  so  much  interested  us  from  that  quarter. 

It  is  necessary  that  I  shd.  be  very  frank  on  this  occasion,  and 
I  hope  the  friendly  disposition  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to 
manifest  towards  me  for  several  years  past,  will  cause  you 
to  ascribe  my  inquiries  to  those  motives  alone  which  spring 
from  the  highest  confidence  in  you,  and  the  greatest  veneration 
for  your  character  both  as  a  Public  and  Private  man  ;  for  such  I 
assure  you.  Sir,  are  my  only  motives,  and  such  alone  are  my  feel- 
ings towards  you. 

The  late  events  in  N.  York,  immediately  anterior  to  the  elec- 
■  tion  have  produced  a  great  sensation  here  among  our  friends,  who 
\  are  all   men    that  have  cherished   your   name   most   among  the 
favourites  of  the  country.     The  terms  and  character  of  the  address 
J  of   the   Seceders   have   roused  a  most  indignant  feeling  ;  and  a 
general  opinion  is  expressed  which  attributes  to  you  the  course 
that  has  been  taken.     Knowing  the  influence  wrought  upon  my 
mind  by  several  years  association  with  you,  an  influence  which 
('  I  never  wished  to  disguise,  these  persons  have  in  great  numbers 
)  applied  to  me  for  my  opinion  and  unreservedly  expressed  their 
!  own.     Their   opinion    I  have  promptly  and   with    all   my  force 
resisted,  and  I  have  undertaken  to  assert,  and  I  have  done  it  with 
severity,  that  I  was  persuaded  you  never  approved  of  that  Ad- 
dress, and,   most   probably,  were   never  consulted   about  it.     I 
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thought  it  unlikely  that  you  wd.  take  any  active  part  as  to  the 
Candidates  for  Governor,  but  that  it  was  most  probable  if  you 
suffered  yourself  to  feel  a  wish  at  all  upon  the  occasion,  you  wd. 
rather  incline  to  Mr.  Tompkins. 

I  have  conceded  that  it  was  possible,  and  maintain  that  it  was 
not  wrong,  if  those  Gentlemen  who  seceded  had  consulted  you 
upon  their  plan,  that  you  wd.  have  said,  that  there  was  nothing 
improper  in  those  or  any  other  Gentlemen  declaring  themselves 
friendly  to  the  election  of  Mr.  Tompkins,  or  of  their  inviting 
other  friends  to  do  the  same.  This  was  the  utmost  extent  I 
thought  you  wd.  go  :  but  so  far  from  abetting  or  approving  of 
the  Address,  I  felt  convinced  that  there  was  no  man  who  wd. 
more  decidedly  reprehend  the  course  it  took,  and  the  terms  of 
reproach  it  cast  upon  the  Federal  Party.  With  my  feelings  and 
opinion  towards  you  I  cd.  not  hesitate  to  maintain  this  course. 
The  warmth  with  which  I  have  resisted  this  matter,  has  pro- 
duced a  kind  forbearance  generally  on  the  part  of  those  who 
differ  from  me,  and  who,  let  me  tell  you,  constitute  almost  all  of 
my  Associates,  our  friend  Mr.  C.  Goldsborough  excepted. 

The  Address  from  the  Seceders  was  peculiarly  unwelcome  to 
us,  both  from  the  sentiments  it  contained  and  the  time  of  its  ap- 
pearance, as  it  was  calculated  to  produce  very  mischievous  effects 
upon  our  great  struggle  which  will  take  place  five  months  hence 
to  recover  the  lost  dominion  of  the  State,  in  which  we  shall  prob- 
ably succeed  ;  and  success  this  year,  it  is  conceded  on  all  hands, 
will  ensure  success  the  next,  when  our  Senate  is  to  be  chosen,  which 
will  keep  us  federal  for  five  years  to  come  after  next  year.  It  was 
therefore  fitted  to  do  us  irreparable  injury,  and  this  has  had  no  little 
influence  in  fanning  the  flame  of  indignation  which  has  burst  out. 
The  Demc.  Party  seized  upon  it  instantly  and  used  it  most  actively 
to  their  own  purposes.  But  we  still  have  confidence  in  our  own 
strength  throughout  the  State,  and  we  mean  to  exert  it  to  the  utmost. 

In  this  state  of  things  have  I  acted  wrong  ?  and  if  wrong,  in 
what  ?  If  I  have  been  guilty  of  an  error,  I  assure  you,  my  dear 
Sir,  it  was  accompanied  by  the  utmost  devotion  to  you  and  an 
honest  zeal  to  serve  you.  Our  leading  men  have  all  hitherto  held 
you  in  the  highest  respect  and  admiration,  and  it  was  to  preserve 
you  unimpaired  in  their  affection,  and  because  I  thought  I  was 
right,  that  I  have  assumed  the  ground  I  have. 
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I  feel  as  well  persuaded  as  any  man  that  the  Federal  Party,  as 
such,  can  never  rise  in  the  General  Government,  and  perhaps  the 
keeping  it  alive  might  rather  operate  agt.  our  wishes  at  a  Presi- 
dential Election  after  Mr.  Monroe's  next  term  expires.  But  in 
Maryland  we  are  fully  convinced  that  the  preservation  of  the  Fed- 
eral Party  is  the  only  means  of  security  in  the  State,  and  that 
there  is  no  possible  chance  of  giving  her  weight  in  the  scale  of  the 
Presidential  Election  to  a  Gentleman  from  the  North,  unless  the 
State  is  Federal.  These  two  great  and  imposing  considerations 
will  certainly  justify  us  in  engaging  in  the  struggle  and  keeping 
alive  the  contest.  The  same  causes  do  not  exist  in  the  North  and 
East  of  us,  and  therefore  the  same  reason  does  not  exist  why  a  tacit 
and  easy  amalgamation  shd.  not  there  take  place.  The  Northern 
and  Eastern  Section  of  the  Country  owe  it  to  themselves  to  com- 
promise all  political  dissensions  among  themselves,  in  order  that 
they  may  be  the  better  able  to  meet  that  new  state  of  Parties,  the 
foundations  of  which  are  already  laid  ;  and  if  they  can  unite  the 
three  new  States,  west  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Mississippi,  with 
that  State  and  Delaware  as  their  Southern  frontier,  they  will  be 
very  formidable  and  will  in  all  probability  rule  the  destiny  of  this 
Country  until  the  Day  of  Disunion.  To  that  Northern  Section, 
Maryland  must  sooner  or  later  be  attached,  and  federal  Men  in 
Maryld.  will  soonest  see  and  feel  that  necessity.  I  cd.  detail  vari- 
ous reasons  for  this  opinion,  but  I  will  only  add  that  Maryld.  must 
go  with  the  Naval  Section  and  that  the  feeling  which  tolerates  slav- 
ery and  the  population  composi?tg  it  are  both  greatly  diminishing. 

No  man  dreads  a  Dispoliation  of  the  Union  more  than  I  do,  both 
as  it  regards  the  great  interest  of  the  Republic  and  the  particular 
interest  of  Maryld.,  for  in  any  division  by  an  East  and  West  line 
She  must  be  frontier.  Yet  when  the  prognostics  are  not  only 
numerous  and  strong,  but  the  beginnings  of  things  seem  already  to 
have  existence,  it  is  childish  to  shut  our  eyes.  Common  pru- 
dence and  common  sense  wd.  say,  choose  you  the  safest  side  of 
the  Wreck. 

I  hope  My  dear  Sir  the  freedom  of  remark  I  have  used  will  not 
be  considered  as  officious  or  uncivil,  as  nothing  wd.  give  me  more 
concern  than  to  violate  towards  you  the  smallest  rule  of  decorum  ; 
and  if  I  have  arrogated  a  pretension  to  which  I  am  not  entitled 
in  so  free  a  communication  as  I  have  designed  to  open,  I  ask  your 
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forgiveness  for  a  man  who  has  been  always  covetous  of  your  good 
opinion  and  willing  to  serve  you  in  any  manly  &  independent 
course. 

Accept  dear  Sir  my  best  wishes  and  believe  me  very  faithfully 
and  sincerely 


Yr  friend 


ROBT  H.  GOLDSBOROUGH. 


R.  King  to  R.  H.  Goldsborough. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  June  4,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  yesterday  received  your  letter  of  the  30th  past :  its  frankness 
is  gratifying  to  me  ;  and  I  will  add,  that  in  the  circumstances 
which  you  describe,  and  under  the  impressions,  which  some  per- 
sons (to  whom  I  must  be  personally  unknown)  have  erroneously 
and  to  my  disadvantage  received,  your  silence  would  not  have 
corresponded,  either  with  the  generosity  of  your  own  character, 
or  the  duties  of  that  friendship,  which  so  much  to  my  satisfaction 
subsists  between  us. 

But  between  friends,  and  in  affording  the  explanations  even, 
which  truth  and  justice  authorize,  there  must  be  some  reserve  ; 
self-respect  enjoins  it,  and  nothing  beyond  what  may  be  neces- 
sary, can  be  expressed  in  vindication  of  our  reputation  &  honor. 

This  law  becomes  more  imperative  as  we  advance,  when  repu- 
tation becomes  established  not  only  in  the  judgment  of  friends, 
but  also  in  the  public  opinion. 

I  cannot  more  explicitly,  and  satisfactorily  reply  to  your  letter, 
than  to  say,  that  you  have  correctly  understood  and  expressed 
my  political  principles  and  opinions,  none  of  which  have  been 
relinquished  or  changed,  on  the  occasion  to  which  you  have 
referred, 

A  very  peculiar,  and  most  extraordinary  condition  of  Parties 
exists  in  this  State  ;  it  would  require  more  time  and  labor  to  give 
the  origin  thereof,  and  to  explain  the  same  to  you,  than  I  have 
courage  to  employ  ;  and  when  done,  the  same,  as  I  hope,  would 
be  found  altogether  inapplicable  to  your  situation. 

All  that  I  have  seen,  and  all  that  I  have  thereby  suffered,  in- 
stead of  changing,  have  served  to  confirm  those  principles  and 
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opinions  which  were  acquired  from  the  association  that  it  was  my 
good  fortune  to  enjoy  with  the  Great  men,  who  after  acquiring 
our  Independence,  and  founding  our  liberties,  have  gone  to  their 
reward. 

In  relation  to  the  Address  to  the  federal  Electors  of  this  State 
which  has  excited  so  much  dissatisfaction  in  your  quarter,  I  take 
the  liberty  to  observe,  that  I  have  been  assured  by  some  of  the 
persons  who  signed  it,  that  the  scope  and  object  of  the  Address, 
which  I  never  saw  before  its  publication,  are  local,  &  confined  to 
this  State  :  and  notwithstanding  its  language  is  too  general,  and 
in  this  respect  unguarded,  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  sub- 
scribers to  apply  the  same  to  any  except  to  the  Electors  to  whom 
the  same  is  directed. 

With   great   Esteem  &  Regard  I  am  dear  Sir,  yr.  ob.  & 

faithful  Serv! 

RuFus  King. 


CHAPTER  XX. 

King  to  Gore — Disapproves  of  the  Neglect  of  the  Classics  at  Harvard — Gore 
to  King — Agrees  with  him — Deadly  Poison  among  Politicians  on  National 
Questions — Mason  to  King — New  Hampshire  ;  decided  Course  against 
the  Virginia  Resolutions — King  to  Mason — Approves  of  the  N.  H.  Resolu- 
tions— Urges  his  Return  to  the  Senate — Gore  to  King — Virginia  Resolutions 
in  Massachusetts — Bp.  Hobart  to  King — Desires  a  General  Theological 
Seminary  in  New  York — King  to  Hobart — Declining  to  serve  as  Trustee 
— King  to  C.  King — France's  Claim  as  to  commercial  Privileges  in  Louisi- 
ana— J.  A.  King  to  King — Convention  in  New  York — King  to  C.  King — 
Missouri  to  exclude  free  Negroes — Unconstitutional — King  to  C.  King 
— Collector  in  New  York — Removal  of  Postmasters — King — Views  on 
Exclusion  of  free  Negroes  in  the  Constitution  of  Missouri. 

R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  June  5,  1820. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

I  regret  that  during  Frederic's  [his  son]  fourth  year  the  classics 
are  to  form  no  part  of  his  studies  ;  a  year  which  wd.  be  more  im- 
portant in  the  acquirements  wh.  might  be  derived  from  their  study 
than  all  which  has  gone  before. 

The  truth  is  we  have  no  scholars,  or  so  few  that  the  value  of 
the  ancient  authors  is  neither  understood  nor  properly  estimated  : 
the  young  men  are  to  study  Chemistry,  &  Philosophy,  and  Elo- 
quence ;  and  are  to  depend  on  Blair,  instead  of  Longinus,  and  on 
modern  Poetry  and  History  in  preference  to  the  fine  Models  of 
both  Greek  &  Roman  Masters. 

I  discard  the  pretension  that  we  are  all  to  become  Chemists  ; 
few,  very  few,  of  the  Great  Statesmen  of  old  or  mod.  times  were 
even  Mathematicians  :  in  saying  this  I  do  not  depreciate  the 
Sciences.  I  honor,  and  w'd  prove  my  veneration  for  learned 
Chemists,  tho'  I  believe  while  we  have  smatterers  in  abundance, 
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we  have  no  man  who  deserves  to  be  considered  learned  in  this 
Branch. 

We  have  our  Bowditch,  and  Adrain  who  are  ahriost  the  only 
Mathematicians  who  can  read  la  Place. 

It  is  with  Mathematics,  as  with  music,  unless  there  be  a  natural 
propensity,  neither  is  worth  pursuit,  and  the  former  only  so  far  as 
the  ordinary  calls  of  life  require  the  same. 

I  earnestly  wi.sh  that  the  Faculty  of  Cambridge,  wd.  engage  as 
a  Tutor  a  real  scholar,  who  shd.  be  thorough  in  greek  &  latin  :  it 
might  excite  some  mortification  in  those  who  are  unqualified  in 
this  respect,  but  it  wd.  create  an  Era  in  our  system  of  Educa- 
tion :  let  it  be  once  established  &  and  there  will  be  no  fear  for  the 
future.     .     .     . 

Since  my  return  home  I  am  free  from  politicks, — our  election 
being  over,  the  topics  are  farming,  the  raising  of  stock  &c  :  our 
season  has  been  very  wet,  and  unusually  cold  ;  everything  wants 
warm  weather  and  the  influence  of  the  sun.     .     .     . 

I  am  faithfully  yrs 

R.  K. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  June  14,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  On  the  Subject  of  the  Virginia  Resolutions  on  the 
Slave  Question,  I  observe  that  no  Branch  of  our  Government  has 
mentioned  the  Matter.  Whether  Governor  Brooks  intends  to  send 
them  with  a  separate  Message,  which  I  had  hoped,  I  do  not 
know.  I  endeavored,  through  C.  Justice  Parker,  who  is  his  Rela- 
tive, and  who,  I  have  thought,  frequently  advises  him,  to  influ- 
ence him  to  what  I  considered  a  wise  and  just  Course,  as  respects 
his  own  Character  &  the  Interest  of  the  State.  But  there  is  a 
deadly  Poison  operating  on  all  our  political  men,  in  Regard  to 
every  thing  National,  and  more  especially  on  this  Question  of 
Slavery.  There  is  no  man  of  any  knowledge  in  the  State,  or  any 
political  Consideration,  that  does  not  in  Conversation  (as  I  be- 
lieve, &  I  have  talked  with  all  I  meet)  acknowledge  the  Infirmity 
of  our  Conduct  the  last  Winter,  and  deprecate  the  Delay  of  the 
Legislature,  as  weak  &  disgraceful  to  the  public  Reputation. 
Some  of  our  People  having  saved  themselves  at  Home,  still  wish 
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&  believe  they  can  attain  Distinction  at  Washington.  And  the 
Rulers  and  Representatives  of  the  State  are,  on  this  Subject, 
much  below  the  People  themselves.  It  is  confidently  asserted 
that  Mason  could  not,  should  he  be  offered  as  a  Candidate,  now 
obtain  fifty  Votes  in  Boston  as  a  Member  of  Congress.  In  our 
Chief  there  is  no  Vigour  of  mind,  and  but  little  Knowledge,  and 
on  Individuals  of  this  character  cunning  men  operate,  to  deter 
them  from  acting,  by  alarming  their  avarice  &  their  Fears,  as  to 
the  State  Claims  on  the  U.  States  ;  thus  expecting  to  obtain  Con- 
sideration with  those,  who  appoint  Ministers  abroad.  It  is  the 
Temper  of  the  times  to  laud  the  President  and  the  Sec'y  of  the 
Treasury,  as  wise,  virtuous,  and  prudent  as  Washington  &  Ham- 
ilton, for  having  involved  the  Nation  in  Embarrassment  and 
Poverty,  and  then  we  say,  we  have  no  parties,  the  Government 
pursues  all  the  Plans  of  the  first  administration  and  surely  we 
can  have  no  Reason  to  censure.     .     .     . 

With  what  you  say  relative  to  the  Studies  at  Harvard,  I  per- 
fectly accord.  I  have  uniformly  opposed  these  attempts  at 
Chemistry,  Mineralogy,  &c. — the  latter  hitherto  with  success.  It 
is  the  Vice  inherent  in  the  Constitution  of  the  College.  There 
was  some  reason  for  it  formerly,  when  Cambridge  afforded  the 
only  Seminary  of  Learning.  It  is  now  the  Vice  of  the  Country 
and  of  the  times  to  be  like  the  Germans,  Faiseurs,  sraatterers  in 
every  thing  and  profound  in  nothing.  So  great  Hold  has  this 
Disposition  to  learn  a  little  Science  and  neglect  the  Languages, 
that  even  Frederic,  the  last  term,  went  to  Dr.  Kirkland  to  request 
he  might  be  excused  from  studying  Greek,  with  which  the  Presi- 
dent, of  course,  refused  to  comply. 

I  have  been  endeavoring  that  the  University  should  procure  a 
profound  Latin  Scholar  from  Germany  as  a  Tutor  &  Professor, 
and  I  once  thought  that  we  had  succeeded.     .     .     . 

Faithfully  &  Affectionately  your  Friend, 

C.  Gore. 


J.  Mason  to  R.  King. 

Portsmouth,  June,  23,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  have  just  returned  from  a  short  session  of  our  Legislature, 

where  my  first  object  was  to  procure  a  suitable  disposition  of  the 
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Virginia  Resolutions  on  the  Missouri  question.  I  shall  send  you 
by  to-day's  mail  a  report  of  a  committee  &  resolutions  of  our 
Legislature. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  session  it  was  the  intention  of  several 
of  the  Democratic  leaders,  to  put  the  subject  by,  without  doing 
anything  with  it.  As  the  whole  Senate  &  a  vast  majority  of  the 
House  of  Rep's  were  of  that  cast,  I  was  fearful  that  (an)  attempt 
would  succeed.  In  drawing  the  report  &  resolutions,  I  thought 
it  necessary  to  be  exceedingly  cautious  that  there  should  be  noth- 
ing to  carp  at.  I  fear  this  excess  of  caution,  has  given  them  the 
air  of  too  much  tameness.  I  had  to  draft  them  hastily  &  without 
any  aid  or  advice.     If  they  do  not  disgrace  us  I  shall  be  glad. 

A  fine  temper  was  manifested  in  the  end  &  the  report  &  resolu- 
tions were  agreed  to  in  both  branches  with  entire  unanimity  which 
had  not  been  expected. 

Pretty  strong  feelings  &  opinions  were  raised.  Three  members 
of  the  House  of  Rep's  avoided  the  question  by  bolting.  One  of 
the  Senate  was  accidentally  absent.  The  question  was  taken  in 
both  Houses  by  yeas  &  nays. 

I  made  a  speech  of  about  one  hour  &  a  half  in  which,  after 
concisely  stating  the  argument  on  the  constitutional,  question,  I 
dwelt  on  the  interest  we  had  in  the  question  &  the  danger  to 
which  the  free  states  were  exposed  by  the  extension  of  slavery. 
I  was  heard  evidently  with  much  satisfaction. 

Our  little  state  is  at  present  &  will  I  think  remain  firm  on  this 
subject. 

If  the  Boston  folks  did  not  generally  pursue  such  strange 
courses,  it  would  seem  extraordinary  that  Gov'r  Brooks  omitted  to 
communicate  the  Virginia  resolutions  to  his  Legislature. 

I  am  exceedingly  sorry  that  Holmes  is  elected,  as  you  foretold 
he  would  be,  a  Senator  from  Maine. 

I  am  faithfully  &  affectionately  yrs 

J.  Mason. 


R.  King   to  J.  Mason. 

Jamaica, '.L.  I.,  July  6,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

So  far  from  thinking  that  you  stopped  short  of  the  true  point, 
your  Report  &  the  Resolutions  of  your  Legislature,  without  re- 
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ference  to  the  domestic  considerations  to  which  you  refer,  a:e 
just  such  as  they  should  be,  to  produce  the  reflections  that  may 
lead  to  reformation. 

Your  argument  is  persuasive  as  well  as  convincing  ;  and  the 
suggestion  that  your  scheme  might  be  considered  as  acquiescence 
in  the  slavish  construction  of  the  Constitution,  is  a  seasonable 
rebuke  to  Massachusetts  whose  errors  and  repentance  are  equally 
deplorable. 

States  like  Men  who  fail  in  self-respect,  are  without  title  to  the 
respect  of  others. 

After  the  separation  of  Maine,  Massachusetts  was  bound  to 
retrieve  her  ancient  reputation,  and  to  obtain  justice,  she  must 
show  the  world,  that  she  merits  it. 

Yr.  obt.  &  faith.  Sert.  RuFUS  King. 

P.  S.  In  a  letter  last  evening,  received  from  Mr.  Gore,  he  says 
that  he  is  told  that  the  Virginia  Resolutions  were  not  sent  to 
Massachusetts.  Has  Virginia  restricted  them  to  the  States  whose 
Senators  asked  for  the  extension  of  slavery? 

I  wish  very  earnestly  that  you  would  settle  the  consclusion 
firmly  in  your  mind,  that  you  ought,  from  motives,  in  every  sense 
honorable,  and  give  me  leave  to  say,  obligatory,  to  desire,  to  re- 
turn to  the  Senate  of  the  U.  S.,  and  as  soon,  as  it  may  be,  in  your 
power  to  do  so.  The  highest  interest  of  your  Country,  your  own 
reputation,  and  the  very  extraordinary  condition  of  the  Repre- 
sentation of  the  Northern  States,  all  unite  in  calling  for  those 
sacrifices  which,  I  fear,  you  have  not  sufficiently  undervalued  ! 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Aug.  6,  1820. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

.  .  .  Mason  thinks,  notwithstanding  what  our  newspapers  have 
declared,  that  the  Virginia  Resolutions  were  sent  to  our  Governor  ; 
of  this  I  cannot  speak.  But  this  I  believe  may  be  considered 
true  ;  that  while  one  of  our  Representatives  was  making,  &  caus- 
ing to  be  published,  a  Speech  in  favor  of  restricting  Slavery,  he 
was  constantly  pressing  on  Brigadier  Sullivan  &  Col.  Quincy  to 
keep  back  all  Resolutions  of  our  Legislature  on  the  Subject.  .  .  . 
1  remain  very  truly  your  affectionate  Friend, 

C.  Gore. 
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J,  H.  HoBART  TO  R.  King. 

New  York,  Oct.  23,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

It  is  with  the  greatest  reluctance  that  I  take  the  liberty  of 
soliciting  your  attention  to  Church  affairs — not  because  I  suppose 
that  you  are  indifferent  to  them — but  from  the  consideration  that 
you  are  so  much  occupied  with  high  civil  concerns. 

The  influence  of  this  sentiment  has  hitherto  prevented  me  from 
troubling  you  with  details,  to  which,  tho'  I  felt  much  interested 
in  them,  I  would  not  presume  to  think  that  you  would  attach  equal 
importance.  I  would  not  now  intrude  upon  you  the  views  and 
plans  contained  in  the  accompanying  communication,  if  I  were 
not  most  deeply  impressed  with  the  conviction  that  their  success- 
ful operation  involved  the  character  of  the  Church  in  this  diocese, 
&  the  highest  future  interests  of  the  Church  throughout  the 
Union  ;  and  if  I  were  not  also  deeply  impressed  with  the  essential 
importance  of  your  name  &  influence  to  give  the  contemplated 
society  at  the  outset  that  impetus  without  which  it  is  vain  to  hope 
for  its  prosperous  and  permanent  career.* 

I  remember  being  much  struck  with  the  wisdom  of  a  remark 
which  several  years  since  you  made  to  me,  that  the  resources  of  the 
Chh.  in  this  City,  were  the  great  security  for  the  dignity  and  pros- 
perity of  the  Chh.  throughout  the  Union,  and  that  they  ought  to  be 
carefully  cherished  and  guarded.  In  accordance  with  this  senti- 
ment it  has  always  appeared  to  me  that  the  unrivalled  resources 
and  advantages  which  we  here  enjoy  for  theological  education, 
on  the  proper  direction  of  which  so  essentially  depends  the  future 
character  of  the  Chh.,  ought  not  to  be  placed  beyond  our  control. 
For  the  General  Convention,  organized  on  the  principles  of  the  old 
confederation,  admitting  a  vote  by  States,  the  vote  of  N.  Y.  in 
that  body  is  no  more  than  the  vote  of  Maine  or  Delaware,  where 
our  Chh.  scarcely  exists  ;  and  it  was  impossible  therefore  not  to 
apprehend  that  a  general  institution,  to  which  N,  Y.  would  most 
largely  contribute,  might  not  only  ultimately  be  placed  under  the 
influence  of  others — a  circumstance  which,  if  that  inference  were 
correct,  would  not  perhaps  be  of  so  much  importance — but  under 
the  control  of  those,  who,  in  the  fanatical  spirit  of  superior  sanc- 

*  Incloses  notice  of  R.  King's  election  as  "  Trustee  of  the  Prot.  Episl.  Theo- 
logical Education  Society  in  the  State  of  New  York." 
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tity,  aim  to  destroy,  or  to  alloy,  those  antient  and  sober  features 
of  our  Chh.  in  which  she  so  strongly  resembles  her  venerable 
parent,  by  which  she  traces  her  origin  to  the  Chh.  of  the  first  ages, 
and  which  hitherto  securing  to  her  the  preference  and  confidence 
of  the  wise  &  good  have  enabled  her  to  disperse  the  truths  of 
religion,  in  their  purest  and  most  beneficial  influences,  to  mankind. 

The  leading  circumstances  in  the  business  of  the  theological 
school,  since  the  last  General  Convention,  were  stated  in  a  pastoral 
letter,  which  perhaps  you  have  seen,  but  a  copy  of  which  I  now 
transmit.  There  might  have  been  other  details,  which  however, 
I  did  not  deem  it  proper  to  give  to  the  public,  and  with  wh.  it 
cannot  be  necessary  to  trouble  you.  In  my  address  to  the  Con- 
vention, my  object  was  to  present,  as  far  as  possible,  the  business 
of  theological  education  in  this  diocese,  under  views  that  would 
be  offensive  to  none  ;  and  to  rest  our  duty  to  make  provision  for 
this  object  among  ourselves  on  the  strong  basis  of  the  extent  of 
our  resources  and  the  preeminence  of  our  advantages. 

I  cannot  venture  to  think  that  the  plan  in  all  its  details  is  un- 
exceptionable. It  is  not  altogether  what  many  of  us  would  wish, 
were  it  not  necessary  to  reconcile  conflicting  interests  and  to  en- 
list popular  sentiment  in  favor  of  the  system.  But  in  its  leading 
points  we  indulge  the  hope  that  it  will  obtain  your  approbation. 

A  meeting  of  the  Trustees  in  order  to  take  preparatory  measures 
is  to  be  held  in  Trinity  Chh.  to-morrow  afternoon  at  4  o'clock. 
This  hour  is  fixed  on,  in  accommodation  to  gentlemen  of  business 
&  to  several  of  our  friends  whose  presence  is  important,  and  who 
will  be  previously  detained  in  the  Court  of  Chancery.  The 
Trustees  consist  of  some  of  the  most  influential  or  active  Episco- 
palians, &  it  is  all  important  that  at  the  outset  a  strong  impression 
should  be  made.  Addresses  to  them  at  the  time  by  laymen  of 
elevated  character  and  commanding  influence  will  operate  incal- 
culably more  upon  them,  and  thro'  them  upon  the  public,  than 
all  the  pastoral  letters  or  addresses  wh.  I  could  make,  or  all  the 
exhortations  of  my  brethren  of  the  clergy  ;  and  I  confess  to  you 
that  my  hopes  of  success  will  be  much  diminished  without  this  all 
important  aid.  It  is  contemplated  at  the  meeting  of  the  Trustees 
to  propose  resolutions  expressing  their  determination  cordially  to 
co-operate  in  promoting  the  important  objects  of  the  society  ;  & 
an  opportunity  will  be  thus  afforded  of  making  such  remarks  as 
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gentlemen  present  may  choose  to  offer.  Mr.  Wells  and  Mr.  Ogden 
will  be  there  and  speak,  and  probably  Mr.  Harison,  if  he  is  well 
enough.  But  it  is  most  deeply  felt  by  them,  &  by  others,  and  by 
none  more  deeply  than  myself,  that  your  presence  on  this  occa- 
sion, and  even  a  simple  expression  of  your  favorable  wishes  are 
of  more  importance  than  can  be  attached  to  any  other  person.  I 
beg  you  to  excuse  the  liberty  I  take  in  stating  this  sentiment — it 
is  deeply  and  sincerely  felt ;  and  my  apology  must  be  the  great 
importance  of  the  contemplated  measure.  If  it  should  fail,  the 
Chh.  here  and  the  Chh.  at  large  will  lose  the  benefits  of  theological 
education  where  the  resources  and  advantages  are  greatest ;  and 
the  influence  of  this  diocese  will  also  be  lost,  in  forming  the  future 
character  of  our  Chh.,  and  in  guarding  it  from  the  innovating  and 
fanatical  spirit,  which  I  am  sorry  to  say  is  advancing  and  using 
new  arts  to  gain  the  ascendancy.  The  Milnors  of  N.  Y.  &  the 
Hawleys  &  Henshaws  &  Keys  of  the  South  are  rallying  around 
the  institution  at  New  Haven,  because  they  have  reason  to  think 
that  it  will  be  favorable  to  their  views,  and  will  break  down  N. 
York.  Even  from  personal  and  official  considerations  I  should 
wish  to  prevent  their  triumph — but  I  should  lament  it  from  its 
fatal  influence  on  higher  interests. 

You  have  more  than  once  stepped  forward  and  rendered  essen- 
tial services  to  the  Chh.,  placing  me  under  obligations  which  I 
shall  never  forget,  and  wh.  I  shall  never  cease  to  acknowledge. 
Allow  me  to  say  that  now  is  a  crisis  of  a  most  interesting  nature, 
in  which  your  influence  may  determine  its  successful  issue  ;  for 
(excuse  the  freedom)  such  is  the  station  which  you  occupy  in  the 
opinions  and  feelings  of  the  community,  that  I  shall  not  doubt 
of  the  success  of  our  plan,  if,  at  its  commencement,  you  will  thus 
publicly  patronise  it.  The  same  sentiment  is  felt  by  the  leading 
clerical  and  lay  friends  of  the  Chh.  here  and  elsewhere,  who  with 
me  feel  a  solicitude  which  I  cannot  express  for  the  favour  of  your 
presence.  We  only  want  your  presence  this  once,  with  such  re- 
marks as  you  may  think  proper,  approving  the  leading  objects  of 
the  plan.  We  promise  not  to  trouble  you  again  on  the  subject ; 
and  I  must  ask  your  pardon  for  being  the  organ  of  their  wishes, 
and  thus  strongly  expressing  my  own. 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  with  the  highest  respect, 

most  sincerely  yr  ob  fd  &  servt,     J.  H.  Hobart. 
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Permit  me  to  add,  that  your  presence  has  been  so  much  talked 
of  and  wished,  that  I  cannot  dismiss  the  apprehension  that  if  you 
are  not  there,  it  may  be  attributed  to  disinclination  to  the  plan. 


R.  King  to  Rt.  Rev.  Bp.  Hobart. 

Jam.,  L.  I.,  24th  Oct.,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  last  evening  received  and  carefully  read  the  letter  which  you 
so  kindly  did  me  the  favor  to  write  to  me.  I  wish  that  I  had 
been  earlier  apprised  of  the  proposed  plan  of  establishing  a  theo- 
logical Seminary  in  this  Diocese,  and  regret  that  it  was  not  in  my 
power  to  express  my  unwillingness  to  be  chosen  one  of  the  V. 
Presidents  of  the  Society  * — before  my  name  was  placed  in  the 
Catalogue. 

I  have  not  had  time  to  examine  the  subject,  and  for  this  reason, 
joined  to  a  disinclination  to  be  engaged  in  a  business  not  abso- 
lutely free  from  difficulty,  I  must  beg  leave  to  decline  the  honor 
of  the  appointment.  I  intreat  of  you  to  find  for  me  an  excuse  for 
this  decision,  which  shall  leave  wholly  unimpaired  the  esteem,, 
respect,  and  friendly  considerations,  with  which 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir,  yr.  ob.  &  faith.  Servt. 

Rufus  King. 


R,  King  to  C.  King. 

Washington,  Nov.  ig,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Tho'  the  Govt,  appears  to  be  without  information, 
there  seems  to  be  some  reason  to  believe  that  the  Florida  ques- 
tion was  referred  by  the  King's  Ministers  to  the  Cortes,  a  com- 
mittee of  which  body  has  had  the  same  under  consideration.  It 
seems  that  the  French  Govt,  required  of  Mr.  Gallatin,  authorized 
on  our  part  to  treat  on  the  subject  of  Navigation  &  Commerce, 
to  allow  the  admission  of  French  vessels  into  Louisiana  on  the 
same  footing  as  the  vessels  of  England,  grounding  the  claim  on 
the  article  of  the  Louisiana  Treaty,  by  which  it  is  stipulated  that 
the  vessels  of  France  shall  be  admitted  into  the  Ports  of  Louis- 

*  He  was  chosen  a  Trustee  not  a  V.  P. 

VOL.  VI. — 22. 
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iana  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation.  Mr.  Gallatin 
answered  that  he  could  not  consent  to  such  admission,  unless 
France  would  by  admitting  our  vessels  into  their  ports  on  the 
footing  of  French  vessels,  give  us  the  equivalent  compensation, 
by  which  England  obtained  this  privilege.  The  answer  is  said  to 
have  been  that  the  cession  of  Louisiana  was  the  compensation, 
and  that  in  virtue  of  the  stipulation  on  our  part,  the  vessels  of 
France  were  entitled  to  be  reed,  in  Louisiana  on  the  most  favored 
footing  allowed,  whether  gratuitously  or  for  a  compensation,  to 
the  vessels  of  any  other  foreign  power. 

Not  only  is  this  untenable  claim  made,  but  compensation  for 
the  suspension  of  the  privilege  is  required,  and  the  negotiation  is 
transferred  to  Washington,  where  the  plea  of  want  of  powers 
would  not  exist.  It  is  possible  that  this  unfounded  demand,  for 
such  it  doubtless  must  be  considered  (the  construction  of  the 
terms  granting  the  rights  of  the  most  favored  nation  being  so 
often  and  so  universally  settled),  aims  at  raising  up  a  claim  that 
may  to  a  certain  degree  operate  as  a  set  off  against  the  claims  of 
compensation  made  on  our  part  ;  or  it  may  be  a  device  to  avoid 
treating  with  Mr.  Gallatin  (*on  which  interpretation  it  must  be 
regarded  as  the  expression  of  a  wish  on  the  part  of  the  French 
Govt,  that  Mr.  Gallatin  shd.  be  recalled).  Mr.  Neuville,  who  is 
expected  to  resume  the  negotiation  here,  will,  I  conjecture,  dis- 
cover the  same  sentiments  and  opinions,  that  he  must  know  pre- 
vailed here  and  produced  the  Tonnage  Duty  on  French  vessels. 
It  is,  and  was,  regretted  that  the  law  was  not  postponed  in  its 
operation,  so  that  a  knowledge  thereof  should  have  put  every  one 
on  their  guard.  The  President  very  properly  has  recommended, 
and  Congress  doubtless  will  readily  adopt,  suitable  measures  for 
the  Reimbursement  of  all  such  Duties  as  were  paid  in  cases  where 
the  Tonnage  Duty  was  not  known  at  the  commencement  of  the 
voyage.  The  great  reduction  in  the  estimates  of  expenditures  of 
the  current  year,  will,  as  we  are  told,  and  as  the  Prest's  message 
wd.  seem  to  suggest,  dispense  with  the  necessity  of  Loans  &  Taxes. 

I  am  &c.,  R.  K. 

*  Private. 
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Albany,  Monday  night,  ir  O'clock,  Nov.  20th,  1S20. 

Dear  Sir  : 

The  assembly  has  this  moment  adjourned  to  meet  again  to- 
morrow at  9  in  the  morning.  We  met  at  6  in  the  evening  in  order 
to  receive  the  Bill  relative  to  a  Convention  which  had  been  sent 
to  the  Council  of  Revision  in  the  morning.  The  Bill  provided 
I  St  for  a  Convention  with  full  powers.  2d  for  an  election  of 
Delegates  on  the  ist  Tuesday  in  February.  3d  for  a  meeting  of 
the  Delegates  on  the  ist  Tuesday  in  June.  4th  for  the  submis- 
sion of  the  Conventional  act  as  a  whole  to  the  people  in  their 
town  meetings  on  the  ist  Tuesday  in  November, — and  5th  upon 
its  acceptance  and  ratification  by  a  majority  of  the  people,  for  the 
proclamation  of  the  Governor  within  10  days  thereafter  proclaim- 
ing the  fact,  and  that  it  was  from  that  time,  the  Constitution  of 
the  State.  At  10  o'clock  the  Council  returned  the  Bill  with  the 
two  following  objections  more  at  large  however  than  here  stated, 
ist  That  there  was  no  evidence  that  the  people  were  desirous  of 
a  Convention,  and  that,  if  there  were  any  evidence  of  their  wishes 
upon  this  subject,  it  would  have  been  proper  to  have  referred 
the  question  to  them  in  the  first  instance  for  their  decision.  2d 
that  the  Conventional  act  should  not  be  submitted  as  a  whole, 
but  that  each  amendment  should  be  separately  referred  to  the 
people.  The  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  Governor's  friends 
has  been  inconsistent  in  the  highest  degree.  In  both  Houses 
there  was  an  unanimous  vote  for  the  ist  section  of  the  Bill  which 
provided  for  calling  Convention  with  full  powers.  The  details  of 
the  Bill  however  were  contested  one  by  one  :  the  Bill  neverthe- 
less as  reported  passed  both  Houses  without  amendment,  in  the 
Senate  by  a  majority  of  19  to  10  and  in  the  Assembly  by  a  major- 
ity of  20.  The  objectionable  feature  and  that  which  was  un- 
doubtedly the  cause  of  its  being  returned  by  the  Council,  was  the 
day  or  rather  time  fixed  for  the  election  of  delegates.  This  would 
have  taken  place  about  a  week  before  the  period  at  which  the 
new  Council  will  be  called  into  action,  when  every  heart  is  full  of 
hope  prompting  each  man  to  vigorous  exertions.  We  have  under- 
stood that  Judge  Yates  and  Woodworth  dissented  and  that  the 
Chancellor,  Judge  Spencer  and  the  Governor  drew  up  the  objec- 
tions. What  course  our  friends  will  now  pursue  remains  to  be 
decided.     They  may  refer  the  Bill  and  objections  to  a  Committee 
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in  order  to  have  a  report,  which  may  go  upon  the  journals  and 
may  assume  the  character  of  a  protest.  The  question  will  then 
be  taken  upon  the  final  passage  of  the  Bill  according  to  the  rule 
prescribed  in  the  Constitution,  which  being  done,  we  shall  imme- 
diately adjourn.*  The  election  of  Mr.  Taylor  as  Speaker  of  the 
H.  of  R.  is  the  source  of  much  regret  to  us  all  here.  If  Van 
Buren  had  been  in  Sanford's  place,  this  would  not  have  taken 
place.  Van  Buren  is  clearly  gaining  friends  and  cannot  fail  of 
being  the  successful  candidate  for  the  Senate.     .     .     . 

Affectionately  yours, 

John  A.  King. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Washington,  Nov.  21,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

A  committee  of  each  House  is  charged  with  the  Constitution  of 
Missouri,  and  I  am  doubtful  whether  any  business  will  be  done 
before  the  question  of  the  admission  of  the  State  be  determined. 
The  Clause  of  their  Constitution  by  wh.  it  is  made  the  duty  of 
their  General  Assembly  to  pass  Laws  excluding  free  Negroes  & 
Mulattoes,  is  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S.  and  on 
every  consideration  should  have  been  omitted.  Had  this  been 
done,  exceptionable  as  the  Constitution  may  appear  to  those  who 
thought,  and  still  think,  that  it  should  contain  a  provision  like 
that  of  the  States  N.VV.  of  the  Ohio,  prohibiting  slavery,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  admission  would  have  been  taken  without  debate. 
The  Convention  of  the  People  of  Missouri  could  not  have  been 
insensible,  that  with  a  becoming  moderation  on  their  part,  this 
would  be  the  course,  and  the  departure  from  the  same  appears 
like  a  premeditated  purpose  of  coming  into  the  Union  in  a  man- 
ner contemptuous  to  the  States  which  have  been  unwilling  to  see 

*  The  Bill  was  lost.  Mr.  Hammond  in  Polit.  Hist,  of  N.  York,  vol.  i.,  p. 
544,  says  :  "  It  is  due  to  candor  and  truth  to  state  that  the  Clintonians,  as  a 
party,  were  notwithstanding  their  vote  on  the  first  clause  of  the  bill,  opposed 
to  any  convention  with  unlimited  powers.  .  .  .  They  believed  the  Conven- 
tion would  be  exclusively  controlled  by  the  republican  party  and  they  feared 
,  that  the  judiciary  system  would  be  abolished  and  a  new  one  estab- 
lished, by  which  the  judges  and  chancellor  would  be,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to 
coin  a  word,  constitutionized  out  of  office. 
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the  extension  of  slavery  ;  it  is  perhaps  doubtful  whether  this  un- 
necessary attempt  at  something  like  a  triumph  of  the  principles  of 
slavery  over  those  of  freedom  will  be  successful. 

faithfully  yrs, 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 
Private. 

Washington,  Nov.  22,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

No  nomination  is  yet  made  of  any  office  ;  the  delay,  as  it  would 
seem,  will  not  diminish  embarrassments,  if  any  exist,  for  in  addi- 
tion to  the  projects  which  you  mentioned  as  being  on  foot  in  N. 
York,*  a  Paper  was  yesterday  handing  about  among  the  N.  York 
delegation  to  which  several  of  the  N.  Y.  members  had  signed 
their  names,  recommending  Mr.  Wendover  to  the  Pr.  as  Collector. 
The  origin  of  this  measure,  I  understand  to  be  among  those  who 
are  friends  of  Gov.  Clinton  ;  whether  it  be  entirely  accurate,  I 
cannot  decide  ;  but  it  is  understood  that  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  course 

*  The  nomination  referred  to  is  that  of  Collector  of  the  Port  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Jonathan  Thompson  had  been  recommended  to  the  President,  as  most 
acceptable  for  the  position  and  Mr.  King  had  interested  himself  in  having  him 
nominated.  It  would  appear  that  Mr.  Ferguson  had  many  friends  favorable  to 
him  among  the  merchants  there  and  a  new  candidate  was  now  put  forward. 
Mr.  Thompson  was  nominated  and  confirmed  by  the  Senate. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 
Private. 

Sen.\te  Chambers,  29  Nov.,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

On  Mr.  Thompson's  nomination  being  called  up  to-day,  Mr.  Sanford  &  my- 
self according  to  usage  were  expected  to  say  something  respecting  the  Candidate. 
I  did  not  distinctly  hear  Mr.  Sanford's  observations,  wh.  were  however  favorable. 
I  observed  that  several  persons  had  been  spoken  of  as  fit  Candidates  for  this 
CoUectorship  ;  that  they  were  respectable  persons  without  doubt,  who  favored 
them.  "That  I  knew  something  of  Mr.  Thompson,  who  had  been  Collector 
of  Internal  Taxes  ;  that  I  considered  him  to  be  a  man  of  integrity,  with  good 
capacity  for  the  office  to  wh.  he  was  nominated,  and  that  I  believed  that  his 
appointment  would  produce  general  satisfaction."  The  nomination  was  con- 
firmed nemine  contradicente. 

yrs,  R.  K. 
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of  the  struggle  to  appoint  the  Speaker  waited  on  several  of  his 
colleagues,  Wendover  among  them,  and  made  his  profession  of 
faith  in  order  to  do  away  the  charge  of  being  a  Clintonian.  "  It 
is  not  true  that  I  am  a  Clintonian  ;  I  have  no  connection  with 
that  Gentleman  ;  I  do  not  visit  him,  which  I  might  however  do 
without  impropriety  ;  I  at  the  same  time  disavow  being  a  Buck- 
tail  "  ;  and  when  asked,  if  neither  a  Clintonian  nor  Bucktail,  what 
are  you,  his  reply  was,  I  am  a  Republican.  By  this  device  it  is 
understood  that  he  gained  the  wanting  votes,  and  among  them, 
Wendover's.  As  one  good  turn  deserves  another,  it  is  not  extraor- 
dinary that  Mr.  Wendover  is  recommended  as  Collector. 

The  Clintonians  here  are  encouraged  in  their  hopes,  and  leave 
nothing  undone  to  advance  their  views  ;  in  this  spirit  I  understand 
that  Meigs,  the  P.M.,  has  been  called  on  for  the  letter  of  Van 
Buren  to  Henry  Meigs,  wh.  he  sent  to  the  P.M.,  respecting  the 
removal  of  certain  Postmasters.  Meigs,  it  is  said,  stated  the  de- 
mand to  the  Pr.;  what  advice  was  reed,  is  not  mentioned  ;  but  he 
yesterday  furnished  a  copy  of  the  letter,  which  of  course  is  to  be 
forwarded  to  the  Gov.  Perhaps  there  may  be  some  inaccuracy 
in  these  particulars,  but  Storrs  says  they  are  correct.  For  my 
own  part  I  see  nothing  of  any  consequence  in  this  affair.  Van 
Buren,  as  well  as  any  other  citizen  might  complain  of  the  unfaith- 
ful conduct  of  certain  Postmasters,  and  truly  charge  them  with 
impeding  the  circulation  of  papers  in  favor  of  Tompkins'  election, 
and  ask  that  some  of  them  be  removed  as  the  only  means  of  cor- 
recting the  above  ;  but  it  is  very  contemptible  in  Meigs  to  be 
frightened  out  of  the  just  exercise  of  his  duties,  and  against  all 
prudence  to  deliver  up  copies  of  Papers,  however  innocent,  wh. 
are  intended  for  unfair  public  and  personal  objects. 

I  still  cannot  think  that  in  regard  to  the  collectorship  the 
President  will  make  any  mistake. 

yrs,  R.  K. 

The  following  letter,  though  without  the  name  of  his  cor- 
respondent and  apparently  unfinished,  so  clearly  expresses 
the  views  of  Mr.  Kii1g  on  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
adopted  by  the  Convention  of  Missouri,  relative  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  free  negroes,  etc.,  that  it  is  here  given. 


l82o]  LIFE  AND   CORRESPONDENCE.  359 

R.  King  to  

Friday,  24  Nov.,  '20. 
Dear  Sir  : 

We  are  still  without  executive  nominations,  and  both  houses 
are  adjourned  till  Monday.  The  solicitude  wh.  manifests  itself 
concerning  the  admission  of  Missouri  convinces  me  that  no  busi- 
ness will  be  done  until  the  question  be  settled.  I  think  I  discover 
more  temper  among  gentlemen  who,  tho'  little  doubtful  of  the 
Senate,  are  anxious  respecting  the  majority  of  the  House,  than  I 
have  ever  observed  on  any  former  occasion. 

Past  usage,  the  nature  of  the  compact  of  admission,  the  tenor 
and  provision  of  the  law  of  the  last  session  authorizing  the  People 
of  M.  to  ineet  in  Convention  &  to  form  a  Constitution,  wh.  they 
were  required  to  lay  before  Congress,  all  concur  in  proving  that 
-an  act  of  Congress  approving  the  Constitution  &  admitting  the 
new  State  into  the  Union  is  necessary  to,  &  must  precede  such 
admission.  Still  a  project  is  on  foot  to  introduce  the  Senators 
elect  from  Missouri,  into  the  Senate,  and  to  order  the  oaths  of 
office  to  be  administered  preparatory  to  their  taking  their  seats  ; 
sh'd  this  be  done  the  H.  of  Rep.  may  refuse  to  approve  the 
Constitution,  and  deny  to  the  Representative  Elect  from  Missouri 
his  seat  in  the  H.  of  Rep.  If  a  majority  of  the  Senate  sh'd  sanc- 
tion this  great  irregularity,  which  I  cannot  however  believe  will 
be  the  case,  it  will  present  a  question  of  painful  importance  to  the 
minority  respecting  the  conduct  which  it  may  be  their  duty  to 
pursue. 

That  the  clause  in  the  Missouri  Constitution  making  it  the 
duty  of  the  Legislature  thereof  to  pass  Laws  excluding  free  ne- 
groes, and  mulattoes  from  coming  to  and  settling  in  that  state,  is 
repugnant  to  the  Clause  in  the  Const'n  of  the  U.  S.  which  pro- 
vides "  that  the  Citizens  of  any  state  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
privileges  and  immunities  of  Citizens  in  the  several  States,"  seems 
to  be  too  plain  to  require  proof  or  argument. 

The  children  born  of  free  persons  in  any  of  the  States,  are  by 
such  birth  Citizens  thereof,  and  being  so,  are  entitled  to  the  Prs 
&  Ims  of  Citizens  in  the  several  States — in  other  words,  they 
profess  a  capacity  to  enjoy  all  such  prs  &  immunities  in  like  man- 
ner and  under  the  like  limitations  &  qualifications  as  are  imposed 
on  &  required  of  the  Citizens  of  any  State  into  which  they  choose 
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to  remove — and  it  \vd.  be  equally  competent  for  Missouri  to  ex- 
clude a  naturalized  Citizen  of  Pennsylvania  or  of  any  other  State 
or  any  other  description  of  the  native  Citizens  of  any  State,  as  to 
exclude  free  negroes  &  mulattoes  who  are  Citizens. 

It  is  indeed  a  small  affair  in  comparison  of  the  Resolution  to 
exclude  slavery  beyond  the  Mississippi  ;  but  it  evinces  the  temper 
&  feelings  of  Missouri — not  satisfied  with  permission  to  form  an 
unrestricted  Constitution,  by  which  the  right  and  security  of  a 
majority  of  the  freemen  of  the  nation  will  be  affected,  and  their 
opinions  relative  to  the  power  of  Congress  in  this  matter  disre- 
garded if  not  violated — not  content  with  forming  a  Constitution 
wh'  not  only  does  not  exclude  slavery,  but  provides  various 
restrictive  regulations  concerning  the  emancipation  of  slaves, 
whereby  their  bondage  will  be  without  hope,  the  People  of  Mis- 
souri have  inserted  a  clause  in  their  Constitution,  which  unless 
they  thought  meanly  of  those  who  have  been  anxious  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  slavery,  they  would  have  carefully  omitted. 
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R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Sunday  p.m.,  26  Novr.,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  As  yet  no  business  is  done  by  Cong,  and  none  will  be 
done  before  the  Missouri  Decision  be  made — tho'  the  Senate  does 
not  probably  create  any  solicitude,  the  House  occasions  a  good 
deal.  I  think  the  probability  to  be,  that  the  Constitution  will  be 
remitted  to  Missouri,  and  a  Bill  passed  by  Congress  to  authorize 
the  People  of  that  territory  to  revise  and  amend  the  Constitution, 
preparatory  to  their  admission  into  the  Union.  Spanish  affairs 
stand  still,  the  Florida  Treaty  being  referred  to  the  Cortes,  whose 
decision  is  not  made.  The  French  desire  an  arrangement  by  wh. 
they  are  to  be  allowed  certain  advantages  in  the  coml.  inter- 
course, by  which  they  may  be  compensated  for  the  inferiority  of 
their  ships  and  seamen  ;  in  other  words,  they  wish  that  we  shd. 
assume  the  basis  that  the  navigation  be  equally  divided,  and  that 
such  Laws  be  passed. as  shall  in  practice  accomplish  such  division. 

The  Project  is  visionary  and  impracticable,  and  we  cannot  con- 
sent to  any  settlement,  except  such  as  we  have  with  Eng  :  for 
none  other  is  sound  or  expedient,  and  besides,  if  we  yield  any 
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thing  more  than  equality  to  one  Nation,  how  can  we   refuse  it 
to  another. 

Neuville  has  encouraged  the  British  to  think  that  our  Law  was 
for  the  advantage  of  the  shipowners  ;  and  that  the  Planters  were 
not  content  to  continue  it.  If  he  comes  over  with  this  hope,  he  will 
return  disappointed,  and  the  negotiation  will  be  again  remitted  to 
Paris.  Neuville  has  also  intimated  that  our  Law  wd.  be  evaded 
by  importing  French  goods  to  Florida,  &  exporting  our  Cotton 
from  thence  to  France — with  this  view  the  Govt,  of  Florida  has 
opened  a  Port  in  St.  Mary's  River,  tho'  there  is  no  settlement  on 
the  Florida  side  of  that  River,  and  a  French  vessel  wh.  arrived 
there  lately  has  been  seized  and  libelled  by  the  American  Collector 
in  that  Quarter.  We  are  quiet  under  the  old  use  of  Florida,  but 
our  repose  may  be  interrupted  if  unfair  &  mischievous  use  be 
made  of  this  Province  of  Spain.  Our  Govt,  will  at  any  rate  break 
up  this  attempt  to  evade  our  Laws.  Otis  has  just  arrived ; 
Gorham  came  a  day  or  two  ago. 

affectionately  yrs 

R.  K. 


Bp.  Chase  to  R.  King. 

Ohio,  28th.  Nov.,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

When  at  Judge  Ruggles,  last  summer,  he  did  me  the  honour  to 
assure  me  of  his  good  wishes  in  the  matter  which  is  so  important 
to  us — our  petitioning  Congress  for  a  donation  of  lands  to 
Worthington  College,  Ohio. 

Accordingly  as  instructed  by  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  that 
Seminary,  I  have  sent  on  to  his  care  a  Petition  praying  for  that 
donation  from  the  unsold  land  lying  to  the  north  and  west  of  us. 

I  need  not  repeat  to  you  how  much  we  rely  on  your  counsel 
and  endeavours  in  our  behalf.  If  we  be  disappointed  in  this  ap- 
plication it  will  be  sore  indeed  to  us.  It  cannot  be  said  that  our 
expectations,  now  so  ardent,  of  aid  from  Congress  were  not  well 
founded.  To  be  sure  this  Boon  was  never  in  so  many  words 
promised  to  us  from  the  National  Government  :  but  are  there  no 
expectations  which  grow  out  of  the  nature  of  things  in  their  rela- 
tion each  to  the  other,  which  expectations  it  would  be  as  unjust 
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to  disappoint  as  any  founded  or  written  compact  ?  If  there  be 
any  such,  we  think  that  those  which  we  have  entertained  of  the 
liberality,  not  to  say  justice,  of  Congress  in  giving  and  allotting 
some  due  proportion  of  the  soil  on  which  we  tread  to  support  of 
the  Higher  Branches  of  Literature  are,  as  such,  to  be  considered. 
If  this  is  not  done  for  us  in  the  West  a  comparative  barbarism 
will  ensue  dishonorable  to  our  Country. 

If  it  be  said,  there  are  other  Institutions  in  our  State  provided 
with  landed  funds,  let  it  be  answered  that  those  Institutions  are 
at  the  extremities  of  our  State,  and  so  situated  withall,  as  to  be 
unable  to  accommodate  the  far  greater  part  of  the  population  of 
Ohio.  But  suppose  them  well  endowed — they  are  so  distant  from 
those  parts  accommodated  by  the  Worthington  College,  as  to 
preclude  any  impropriety  in  fostering  the  object  of  the  contem- 
plated donation.  Ohio  embraces  more  numbers  of  acres  than  all 
New  England,  and  shall  not  this  vast  tract  of  land  be  assigned, 
in  some  proportion  of  its  extent,  for  the  support  of  Learning  ? 

And  what  is  one  or  two  townships  of  land  for  the  support  of  a 
College  in  the  middle  of  a  State  compared  with  the  benefit  which 
will  result  ? 

But,  dear  Sir,  I  entreat  your  pardon  for  detaining  you.  Our 
College,  tho'  by  reason  of  much  personal  sacrifice,  is  flourishing 
beyond  expectation.  The  best  families  in  Steubenville,  Zanes- 
ville,  St.  Clairsville,  Chillicothe  and  Dayton  afford  us  their  patron- 
age ;  and  bad  as  the  times  are,  the  number  of  our  Students 
amounts  to  40.  Being  in  the  centre  of  the  State,  and  in  an  un- 
commonly healthy  situation,  surrounded  by  a  class  of  inhabitants 
remarkable  for  civil  and  moral  deportment,  we  do  hope  for  suc- 
cess in  our  application  ;  and  our  hopes  are  doubly  sanguine  when 
we  think  of  your  support  in  our  favour. 

Respectfully,  I  am,  Sir,  your  Friend  &  very  humb.  Servt., 

Philan.  Chase. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore, 

December  i,  1820. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.     .     .     We  as  is  usual  have  done  very  little    business — the 

Missouri  subject  engages  the  time  and  thought,  and  industry  of 

the  friends  of  her  admission — delay  is  always  favorable  to   re- 
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suits  \vh.  the  Govt,  wish  to  succeed — our  part  or  rather  my  own 
will  be  defensive — we  once  thought  of  proi)osing  to  amend  the 
Resolution  to  admit,  by  pointing  out  such  provisions  of  the  M. 
Constitution  as  are  repugnant  to  that  of  U.  S.  and  for  this  defect 
disapproving  the  Constitution,  and  sending  it  back  to  the  People 
for  revision  &  amendment — in  this  I  think  we  might  succeed  so 
far  as  regards  our  objections  to  ye.  actual  Constitution,  in  which 
case  on  the  return  of  the  Constitution  we  should  and  with  some 
reason  be  considered  as  bound  to  accept  the  amended  Constitution 
•S:  to  vote  for  the  admission  of  M.  without  restriction  in  the 
matter  of  slavery.  If  to  avoid  this  difficulty  we  propose  to  add 
the  clause  of  restriction,  we  open  the  discussion  of  the  last  year. 
In  these  circumstances  let  those  who  have  contributed  to  produce 
the  actual  embarrassment,  take  their  own  measures  to  get  rid  of 
them.  We  may  act  defensively,  vote  for  what  we  approve,  &  agt, 
what  we  disapprove  ;  in  this  course  come  what  may,  we  shall  be 
free  to  act  consistently,  and  without  entanglement  from  former 
votes. 

The  close  of  this  business  is  uncertain  ;  it  is  said  that  Eustis 
will  be  for  admission  ;  whether  this  be  correct  I  cannot  tell  ; 
others  who  had  scruples  of  constitutional  power,  will  find  the 
sincerity  of  these  scruples  brought  to  the  test  ;  for  surely  the 
plain  repugnance  of  the  M.  Constitution  to  that  of  the  U.  S.  will 
not  be  concealed  from  the  eyes  of  those  who  found  constitutional 
difficulties  in  restricting  Missouri. 

The  Pr.  is  in  fine  temper,  the  prospect  of  a  unanimous  Re- 
election very  naturally  excites  these  kindly  feelings.  The  first 
drawing  room  was  the  evening  before  the  last — I  went  to  prove  my 
loyalty  :  on  arriving  at  the  Palace,  two  soldiers  without  arms, 
were  at  the  gate  of  entrance,  two  more  at  the  door,  and  two  others 
at  the  gate  of  going  out  ;  for  the  order  is  that  all  go  in  at  one  & 
the  same  gate,  set  down  at  the  door,  &  pass  out  at  the  other  gate  ; 
this  avoids  the  confusion  &  danger  of  the  former  Pellmell — in 
coming  out  the  carriages  are  called  up  &  coming  in  as  they 
entered,  take  up  and  retire  as  before. 

The  attendants  were  not  very  numerous  ;  it  being  the  first,  the 
fashionables  did  not  come,  but  I  yesterday  heard  that  our  good, 
&  pure  Republicans  of  Virginia  &  elsewhere  are  displeased  with 
this  military  parade,  as  they  call  it,  the  same  smelling  strong  of 
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Monarchy  &  military  Govt.     This  might  have  been  anticipated, 

and  I  hope  was — and  as  the  Election  takes  place  on  Wednesday 

next,  it  cannot    be  used  agt.  it,  &  therefore  may   probably   be 

persisted  in. 

affectionately 

R.  K. 

H.  Lee  to  R.  King. 

Stratford  12th.  Dec.  1820, 
Dear  sir  : 

I  should  endeavour  to  express  my  thanks  to  you  for  the  favour 
the  P.  has  shown  me  in  granting  the  application  for  my  brother's 
(S.  L.  Lee)  warrant  ;  but  it  would  imply  the  dependence  of  my 
gratitude  upon  the  success  of  your  friendly  &  powerful  counten- 
ance. The  measure  of  my  feeling  on  that  subject  was  such 
before  I  left  you  &  I  only  now  say  that  your  kindness  in  this 
instance  has  only  added  to  the  sentiments  of  veneration  and 
friendly  esteem  which  my  earliest  recollection  of  myself  and  my 
first  acquaintance  with  you  implanted  and  increased  in  my  bosom, 
and  which  the  children  of  my  father  have  inherited  from  him  and 
which  the  rest  will  copy  from  me. 

Until  I  can  hear  from  the  mother  of  the  subject  of  your  patron- 
age, who  has  been  for  several  months,  in  Phila.  with  a  sick 
daughter,  I  shall  not  be  able  to  embrace  the  favourable  oc- 
casion you  have  had  the  goodness  to  mention  of  introducing 
my  brother  into  active  service. 

With  the  warmest  sentiments  of  respect  &  gratitude 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  faithful  servt. 

H,  Lee, 


R,  King  to  C,  Gore. 

Monday,  18  Deer.  1820. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

I  have  yours  of  the  7,  and,  with  the  news  papers  of  a  late  date, 

am  inclined  to  think  that  your  Constitution,  with  those  of  the 

other  States,  is  to  become  more  democratical  ;  and  to  say  the 

truth  the  experience  of  the  pecuniary  qualifications,  which  have 

been  required  in  the  States  where  the  same  exist,  does  not  say 

much  in  their  favor.     I  have  not  observed,  that  the  States  in  wh. 
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a  property  qualification  is  established,  either  choose  wiser  men,  or 
are  less  democratical  than  those  States  where  the  property  quali- 
fication for  electors  does  not  exist.  We  are  so  nearly  alike,  and 
have  so  much  intercourse,  that  it  has  appeared  to  me  pretty  cer- 
tain that  the  popular  claim  wd.  prevail  over  that  of  property. 
Such  was  the  example  of  ancient  times,  and  the  same  is  likely 
sooner  or  later  to  be  the  issue  of  Constitutional  Reforms  among 
us. 

All  the  new  States,  whose  Constitutions  passed  under  the  Re- 
vision of  Congress,  disregard  property  qualifications.  Virginia 
adheres  as  yet,  but  she  was  obliged  to  make  practical  concessions 
to  the  men  of  the  Mountains  a  few  years  back,  and  ultimately  will 
also  yield  up  the  whole  ;  as  she  has  no  free  populace,  it  will  be  of 

less  importance. 

I  am  always  yrs 
R.K. 

R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Washington,  Dec.  21,  1820 
Dear  Sir  : 

As  our  Missouri  discussion  is  for  the  present  suspended,  we 
have  very  little  to  excite  or  employ  ourselves.  The  Finances  are 
certainly  in  much  disorder,  and  not  only  the  sources  of  revenue 
are  neglected,  but  the  accountability  in  the  expenditures  is  most 
miserably  defective. 

We  have  a  Book  from  the  Treasury  Department  laid  on  our 
tables  of  outstanding  Balances,  due  from  persons  intrusted  with 
the  pub.  money,  amounting  to  15  millions  of  Dollars.  It  is  doubt- 
less certain  that  much  of  this  sum  has  been  applied  for  the  pub. 
service,  and  the  agents  have  neglected  to  furnish  their  vouchers 
and  settle  their  accounts  ;  while  a  large  proportion  of  this  Debt 
has  been  fraudulently  misapplied  and  spent  by  those  to  whom  the 
same  was  intrusted.  It  specially  appertains  to  the  Head  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  not  only  to  devise  and  propose  plans  of 
revenue,  but  also  to  watch  over  and  to  examine  in  all  its  detail 
the  public  expenditures  ;  suggesting  from  time  to  time  such  checks 
and  securities  as  the  careful  &:  faithful  administration  of  the 
Finances  call  for.  The  Senate  and  H.  of  R.  are  not  qualified  to 
look  into  these  details  or  to  suggest  remedies  agt.  the  course  of 
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peculation  and  frauds  which  are  swallowing  up  the  public  Taxes. 
Times  were  when  these  things  were  better  managed. 

I  am  sorry  to  see  among  the  defaulters  the  name  of  the  Vice 
President,  who  is  charged  with  a  deficiency  of  4000  dollars  loss  on 
the  sale  of  pub.  certificates  wh.  the  accountant  states  cannot  be 
allowed  to  him  without  legislative  provision  ;  also  a  balance  of 
11,000  dollars  stated  to  be  due  from  him  in  the  settlement  of  his 
accounts. 

I  know  nothing  of  the  particulars  of  the  V.  Pr.  acct.  ;  but  I  do 
know  that  he  was  called  upon  by  the  President  to  perform  the 
duties  of  almost  every  Department,  in  prosecuting  the  late  war  on 
the  whole  frontier  of  N.  Yk.  ;  that  he  moreover  was  required  to 
raise  money  in  the  best  way  he  could  ;  that  very  great  sums  of 
money  were  put  into  his  hands,  and  disbursed  by  him  in  the 
course  of  his  pub.  services  ;  that  he  sustained  in  this  service 
great  losses  is  alleged  and  not  to  be  doubted  ;  but  that  he  has 
been  allowed  that  sort  of  compensation  which  would  enable  him 
to  balance  his  account  I  have  not  understood  ;  tho'  in  other  in- 
stances where  large  sums  of  money  were  in  like  manner  intrusted 
to  distinguished  individuals,  allowances  of  this  sort  have  been 
made. 

I  see  that  Mr.  Clinton  &  friends  are  industrious  in  their  labors 
to  vindicate  themselves,  and  to  depreciate  their  opponents,  among 
whom  you  are  not  omitted.  This  is  all  a  matter  of  course  and 
should  have  no  other  effect  than  to  make  you  double  your  dili- 
gence. Clinton  and  anti-Clinton  should  be  the  language  in 
Queens.  Federalists  and  Republicans  have  no  longer  a  contro- 
versy ;  which  exists  only  between  the  friends  and  opponents  of 
Mr.  Clinton,  in  the  towns,  counties  &  districts  ;  the  trick  of  the 
Clintonians,  will  be  to  give  to  the  controversy  the  character 
of  federal  and  republican — on  the  other  hand  Mr.  Clinton's 
opponents  may  fairly  say  that  no  such  controversy  exists  ;  and 
that  the  true  and  only  dispute  is  whether  Mr.  Clinton  &  his 
partizans,  men  of  all  compactions  and  characters  in  politics, 
shall  continue  to  rule  and  control  the  State,  and  in  doing  so  keep 
up  an  irreconcilable  animosity  and  strife  between  people  in 
almost  every  county,  town,  &  family  throughout  the  same — or 
whether  Mr.  Clinton  shall  retire  and  some  unambitious,  honest 
and  capable  man,  individuals  of  which  character  may  be  found  in 
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every  county,  shall  be  chosen  Governor,  and  the  people  of  the 
State  reunited  &  restored  to  that  condition  of  repose  and  harmony 
at  home,  and  influence  abroad,  which  never  will  be  attained  so 
long  as  Mr.  Clinton  is  continued  in  his  actual  situation. 

R.  K. 

A  letter  from  Charles  King,  Dec.  19,  1820,  having  sug- 
gested to  Mr.  King  the  idea,  entertained  by  himself  and 
others,  that  a  way  in  which  the  opposition  of  the  Council  of 
Revision  to  a  Convention  could  be  overcome,  would  be  to 
"  appoint  three  additional  Judges,"  an  increase  which  "has 
been  urged  again  &  again  by  the  Judges  themselves"  on  ac- 
count of  the  delays  now  experienced  in  discharging  their 
duties ;  that  the  ends  of  justice  would  be  promoted  by  it ; 
that  if  on  trial  the  Judges  should  be  found  too  numerous, 
the  convention  to  be  called  could  modify  the  judiciary  de- 
partment so  as  to  "  insure  an  unpolitical  tribunal  "  ;  that  the 
"  Council  of  Revision  might  make  these  appointments  at 
once"  there  being  no  law  against  it.     He  says 

"we  submit  this  project  to  your  judgment,  and  if  it  shall  be  ad- 
verse to  it,  we  shall  probably  abandon  it," 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

W.  24  Dec,  1820. 
Dear  Sir  : 

By  the  terms  of  ofifice  the  Judiciary  is  exempt  from  the  instabil- 
ity which  belongs  to,  and  is  mingled  up  in  the  other  Departments 
of  our  Govt.  Our  system  would  not  be  representative,  unless  the 
Legislature  and  Executive  bodies  are  affected  and  were  controlled 
by  the  opinions,  the  prejudices  and  the  caprice  of  the  people  ; 
while  the  Judiciary  would  fail  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  as- 
signed to  it,  and  our  Government  would  prove  insupportable,  un- 
less the  judicial  power  be  in  a  great  measure  above  the  influence 
of  popular  impulse  and  thereby  enabled  in  security  to  consult  and 
be  guided  by  the  great  principles  of  truth  &  justice,  which  every- 
where and  always  exist,  and  which,  inferior  and  feeble  as  our  na- 
ture is,  are  sufficient  to  direct  the  judicial  power,  constituted  as 
ours  is,  in  the  honest  and  salutary  performance  of  its  duties. 
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The  rivalries  and  disputes,  that  are  incident  to,  and  inseparable 
from,  the  choice  of  the  legislative  and  executive  Departments,  are 
restrained,  and  in  some  degree  made  harmless,  by  the  undisturbed 
agency  of  a  just,  enlightened  &  permanent  judiciary.  The  fail- 
ures which  occur  in  this  Department  proceed  from  the  personal 
defects  of  individuals,  and  should  be  regarded  as  omissions  & 
exceptions,  falling  under  the  cognizance  of  those  who  have  au- 
thority to  correct  the  same,  and  not  as  reasons  to  condemn  and 
give  up  the  Department. 

If  such  be  the  oiifice  of  the  Judiciary,  great  pains  should  be 
taken,  in  periods  of  high  party  excitement,  to  protect  the  judicial 
power,  and  to  exclude  the  Judges  from  all  participation  in  the 
controversies  which  may  arise.  It  would  therefore  be  matter  of 
regret,  in  the  present  position  of  things,  that  any  measure  shd.  be 
undertaken  or  recommended,  which  may  have  the  appearance  of 
reforming  or  altering  the  Judiciary  in  any  manner,  or  for  any  pur- 
pose, except  such  as  may  be  deemed  strictly  relative  to  the  better 
discharge  of  its  duties. 

Altho'  a  temporary  object  might  be  gained,  the  example  would 
be  pernicious  ;  the  sober  and  cautious  with  the  men  of  moderation, 
who  are  more  numerous  and  have  more  influence  in  the  issues  of 
the  elections,  than  may  be  supposed,  may  become  alarmed  and 
driven  on  the  side  of  those  who  will  cry  out  loudly  against,  and 
denounce,  those  who  resort  to  the  expedient  of  recomposing  the 
judicial  Department. 

But  laying  these  considerations  wholly  aside  :  would  the  project 
succeed  should  it  be  undertaken  ?  A  law  wd.  be  requisite,  as  no 
salary  could  otherwise  be  obtained.  Is  there  any  probability 
that  the  Council  of  Revision  would  consent  to  such  a  law  ?  They 
have  individually  heretofore  expressed  their  approbation  of  the 
measure  ;  but  as  Mr,  Coleman  says  "  tempora  mutantur  et  nos 
mutamur  in  illis."  They  approved  of  a  Convention  and  the  Gov. 
recommended  it,  yet  they  interposed  their  vetos  agt.  the  Con- 
vention, and  would  above  all  doubt  do  the  same  agt.  the  Bill 
augmenting  the  number  of  Judges  ;  in  whose  selection  they  would 
be  sure  to  have  no  influence. 

The  Conventionalists  are  now  charged  with  the  intention  to 
break  down  the  Judiciary.  Will  not  this  proposal  to  increase 
the  number  of  Judges  by  wh,  means  they  expect  to  secure  the 
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Convention,  wh.  has  no  connection  with  this  power,  serve  to 
give  color  to  the  justice  of  the  charge  ?  If  the  measure  succeed, 
it  will  excite  alarm  ;  if  it  fail,  those  who  defeat  it  will  be  extolled 
to  the  skies,  and  proclaimed  as  the  friends  and  saviours  of  the 
State. 

Furthermore  the  addition  of  Judges  will  not  correct  the  delays, 
which  are  experienced  in  the  judicial  Department.  If  cases  are 
thereby  more  expeditiously  passed  thro'  the  Circuit  Courts,  they 
will  proportionately  accumulate  before  the  Supreme  Court,  wh. 
could  go  on  no  faster  with  eight  than  four  Judges.  The  defect 
is  in  the  organization  of  the  Judiciary,  not  in  the  number  of 
Judges.  Another,  a  simple  &  better  organized  judiciary  might 
be  made,  but  not  without  a  Convention.  This  could  be  done 
without  impairing  the  just  rights  of  the  actual  Judges.  If  the 
project  wd.  be  a  misapplication  of  the  Judiciary,  if  it  will  fail  to 
expedite  the  administration  of  justice,  and  if  likewise  it  would 
receive  the  vote  of  the  Council  of  Revision,  ought  it  not  to  be 
abandoned  ? 

The  desire  of  a  Convention  is  too  deep  and  general  not  to 
prevail ;  a  little  patience  only  is  required  ;  and  in  politics,  as  in 
'every  other  business,  good  results  should  not  be  disappointed  by 
our  being  too  much  in  haste. 

R.  K. 

C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Dec.  27,  1820. 
Mv  DEAR  Friend  : 

.  .  .  .  I  am  much  inclined  to  the  Opinion  that  the  pecun- 
iary Qualifications  required  for  a  Vote,  especially  so  small  as  in 
Massachusetts,  has  no  Effect  in  the  Protection  of  Property,  or 
Support  of  Order,  especially  in  the  Country.  And  upon  all 
occasions  where  numbers  are  wanted  for  the  dominant  Party, 
such  Shifts  and  Evasions  are  resorted  to,  as  totally  defeat  the 
Rule.  I  think  the  apportionment  of  the  Senate,  according  to 
Taxation,  a  valuable  Feature  in  the  Constitution  and  hope  it  will 
prevail.  In  all  the  antient  Governments,  so  long  as  Property,  in 
some  form  or  other,  operated  to  have  a  qualified  Weight  against 
Numbers,  it  was  beneficial  &  salutary  to  the  Rights  of  all,  and 
promotive   of   National   Prosperity  ;  but  whenever  numbers,  in 
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many  Instances  excited  by  the  oppression  of  the  Rich,  obtained 
the  Control,  their  Rapacity  destroyed  the  Wealth  of  their  Oppo- 
nents, and  soon  obliged  themselves  to  take  Shelter  under  the 
powerful  Dominion  of  some  bold  «&  fortunate  Demagogue.  Our 
Habits,  Manners,  Education  and  the  Extent  of  our  Country,  with 
the  want  of  any  very  large  Cities,  or  numerous  assemblies  of  men 
offered  considerable  Chance  for  the  Permanence  of  our  Systems 
&  our  Liberties  ;  but  this  constant  Resort  to  the  Consideration 
and  Alteration  of  our  Fundamental  Rules,  with  the  knavery  & 
Baseness  of  Party  Spirit  in  finding  Schemes,  by  which  the  Leaders 
of  Faction  free  themselves  from  the  Restraints  of  the  most  plain 
&  solemn  laws,  admonish  us  that  justice  will  not  always  prevail. 
We  are  in  Love  with  Change  not  for  the  Sake  of  Reformation, 
as  Lord  Bacon  advises,  but  we  have  the  Fickleness  of  Children, 
&  the  Giddiness  of  youth  intoxicated  with  their  own  Vanity,  and 
overweening  confidence  in  the  Visions  of  a  distempered  Fancy, 
unchastised  by  the  Experience  of  past  Times  &  wiser  Men. 
Observe  how  some  of  our  Demagogues  prate  of  ancient  History, 
and  dogmatize  on  Principles  of  Freedom,  and  of  social  Order,  as 
though  they  were  intimately  acquainted  with  the  one,  and  sub- 
jected their  Minds  and  Imaginations  to  the  other.  While,  how- 
ever, we  cannot  but  remark  the  intrepid  Ignorance,  and  imprudent 
Conceit  of  some  men,  in  the  Convention,  it  is  with  great  Satisfac- 
tion we  see  in  others,  and  as  yet  apparently  the  leading  members, 
much  moderation,  great  Wisdom,  temperate  Discussion,  sound  & 
sober  judgment. 

.     ,     ,     Your  faithful  Friend, 

C.  Gore. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

J.  A.  King  to  R.  King — Vice  President's  Accounts — Balance  due  the  Gov- 
ernment— King  to  C.  King — Want  of  Harmony  in  the  Cabinet — Bogert  to 
King — Crawford  a  Country  Attorney — King  to  J.  A.  King — Convention 
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to  limit  Proxies — C.  King  to  King — Governor's  Message  on  Interference  of 
General  Government  in  Elections  feeble  and  undignified — King  to  C. 
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Thompson — Nomination  as  Senator — King  to  J.  A.  King — Florida 
Treaty — French  Claims. 

J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Jamaica,  Jany.  i,  1S21. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  exceedingly  regret  to  learn  from  your  letter,  that  the 
V.  P.  is  again  presented  to  the  public  as  a  defaulter.  The  Gov- 
ernment has  not  certainly  dealt  liberally  with  him,  considering 
his  services  and  the  unfavorable  auspices  under  which  he  was 
invested  with  an  unlimited  command  ;  he  had  a  right  to  have 
expected  a  more  generous  course  of  conduct  towards  himself  ;  at 
least  I  think  the  concealment  of  so  miserable  a  balance  as  has 
been  found  against  him.  If  others  in  similar  situations  have 
been  allowed  a  commission,  he  in  an  especial  manner  was  worthy 
of  such  an  allowance  and  it  should  not  have  been  withheld  from 
him.     .     .     . 

Affectionately  yours 

John  A.  King, 
372 
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R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Washington,  6  Jany.,  1S21. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  You  will  observe  that  the  H.  of  R.  are  debating  on 
projects  of  economy,  the  issue  whereof  may  break  down  both 
navy  and  army.  There  seems  to  be  no  person  in  the  H.  of  R., 
who  understands  the  views  of  the  Govt.,  if  it  may  be  said  they 
have  any  concerted  views.  If,  as  some  say,  there  is  little  concord, 
harmony,  or  concert  in  the  cabinet,  all  this  apparent  desertion  of 
the  administration  and  the  great  departments  is  not  extraordinary. 
Mr.  Crawford's  department  is  ill  conducted  :  he  shows  neither 
zeal  nor  talent,  but  seems  to  proclaim  that  the  People  cannot  pay 
taxes,  that  money  can  only  be  obtained  by  borrowing,  and  that 
the  annual  loans  must  become  larger  unless  the  expenditures  be 
diminished.     .     .     . 

RuFUs  King. 


C.  I.  BoGERT  TO  R.  King. 

Jamaica,  Jany.  8,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  I  should  be  very  sorry  that  you  have  done  so  little  at 
Washington,  but  for  an  old  adage,  that  when  party  spirit  is  high, 
it  is  the  safer  course  to  legislate  as  little  as  possible.  You  must 
however  dispose  of  the  Missouri  question  and  help  Crawford  out 
of  his  difficulties.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  provide  him  with  an 
able  accountant,  while  he  is  in  office.  I  fear  he  is  what  a  friend 
of  mine  (who  saw  him  in  Paris)  thought  of  him — a  mere  country 
attorney.     .     .     . 

C.  I.  BOGERT. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Washington,  Jany,  9,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  yesterday  saw  &  read  Mr.  Duer's  speech  in  Orange. 
I  think  it  very  able  and  satisfactory.  He  might  have  strength- 
ened his  argument  by  the  Proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of  1788, 
calling  the  Convention  with  full  powers  to  adopt,  as  they  did, 
the   Constitution   of    the   U.    S.     The  immense    power  thereby 


374  HUFUS  KING.  [182 1 

taken  from  the  State  Govt,  and  transferred  to  that  of  the  U.  S., 
was  effected  without  any  previous  advice  of  the  People,  or  subse- 
quent Ratification  of  the  Acts  of  the  Convention — a  case  incom- 
parably more  important  than  the  present  one. 

My  present  recollection  does  not  serve  me  so  far  as  to  recollect 
the  names  of  the  Council  of  Revision  at  that  time.  Geo,  Clinton 
was  Govr.  and  Yates  Chief  Justice — these  were  opposed  to  the 
new  fedl.  Constitution.     .     .     . 

with  regard,  &c., 
RuFus  King. 

R.  King  to  C.  King, 

Saturday,  13  January,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

It  is  true  that  we  have  lost  a  greater  number  of  members  than 
during  any  former  session  *  ;  at  present  with  the  exception  of  Mr. 
De  Witt  from  Ulster  County,  who  tho'  very  low  is  recovering, 
we  have  no  members  seriously  indisposed.  I  myself  am  affected 
by  a  catarrh  which  yields  more  slowly  than  I  could  wish.  I  have 
omitted  my  attendance  in  the  Senate  a  few  days  past  but  ride  out 
daily,  and  hope  to  be  in  my  place  on  Monday  next.  This  little 
indisposition  arose  from  my  dining  yesterday  week  with  the  Br, 
Minister ;  the  day  was  very  cold  ;  we  dined  in  a  large  barn  of 
a  room,  wh.  had  not  been  warmed,  and  will  not  be  so,  during  the 
winter.  I  sat  near  to  the  door  of  the  room  thro'  wh.  the  dinner 
was  served,  and  there  was  so  much  moving  &  changing  of  the 
scenes,  that  the  door  was  always  open,  &  I  suffered  very  much 
from  the  cold. 

The  Army  bill  is  still  on  the  anvil ;  how  it  will  come  out  I  can- 
not predict.  I  do  not  think  the  extent  of  Staff  necessary  ;  and 
perhaps  we  could  spare  something  of  the  Regiments,  but  I  dislike 
the  cutting  down  system,  especially  as  I  feel  persuaded  that  the 
object  cannot,  &  in  policy  ought  not  to  succeed,  of  continuing 
solely  to  depend  on  Import  &   Tonnage  for  Revenue.     Com- 

*  There  appears  to  have  been  a  great  deal  of  typhoid  fever  in  Washington  at 
this  time,  which,  as  is  remarked,  had  seriously  affected  many  members  of  Con- 
gress, and  much  anxiety  was  felt  among  Mr.  King's  friends,  who  had  heard  of 
his  indisposition  and  consequent  inability  to  be  at  the  meetings  of  the  Senate. 
On  the  15th  he  was  able  to  resume  his  seat. 
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merce  may  and  shd.  do  her  part,  and  I  fully  believe  that  to 
relieve  the  embarrassment  &  distress  of  the  Country,  especially 
of  the  Inland,  a  plan  of  internal  taxes  shd.  likewise  be  put 
into  operation.  It  wd.  create  a  stimulus  wh.  is  much  wanted, 
and  tho'  it  may  appear  paradoxical  the  imposition  of  the  tax, 
would  create  the  means  of  paying  it.  If  25  Cents  on  Whiskey 
shd.  be  imposed,  and  the  same  sum  added  to  for.  Spirits  on  their 
importation,  we  shd.  raise  up  a  market  for  the  grain  wh,  now  is 
without  use  or  price. 

There  is  no  concord,  and  I  fear  little  wisdom  in  the  Cabinet 
in  these  matters  :  but  flattering  as  the  Exports  certainly  are  Mr. 
Crawford  will  another  year  be  obliged  to  propose  taxes  instead 
of  loans.  always  yrs.         R.  K. 


M.  Van  Buren  to  R.  King.  -^ 

Jany.  14,  1821. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

Our  Legislature  convened  again  on  Tuesday  and  are  proceed- 
ing with  composure  and  propriety.  The  convention  bill  has  been 
discussed  for  two  days  and  will  tomorrow  be  rejected,  it  requiring 
you  know  two  thirds  to  pass  it.  The  whole  subject  will  then  be 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee  who  will  probably  report  a  bill 
authorizing  the  sense  of  the  people  to  be  taken  at  the  Spring  elec- 
tion and  if  they  approve,  directing  the  immediate  choice  of  dele- 
gates to  the  convention  &  the  submission  of  their  doings  to  the 
people. 

Connected  with  this  question  of  a  convention  is  a  matter  to 
which  I  wish  to  call  your  more  particular  and  friendly  attention. 
Although  I  have  certainly  not  taken  a  lead  in  this  business,  being 
some  what  timid  in  all  matters  of  innovation,  still  I  am  thoroughly 
convinced  that  temperate  reform  &  that  only  is  the  motive  of 
those  of  our  friends  who  urge  it  most  strenuously.  The  appre- 
hension that  the  generally  approved  parts  of  the  Constitution,  or 
the  rights  of  property  &  opinion,  stand  in  danger  from  the  con- 
templated measure  is  I  believe  entirely  groundless.  There  are 
however  some  who  have  much  at  stake,  who  I  fear  think  other- 
wise, &  among  that  number  is  your  friend  Mr.  S.  V.  Rensselaer. 
The  extent  of  his  political  influence  furnishes  a  strong  temptation 
to  Mr.  Clinton  &  his  desperate  followers  to  infuse  into  his  mind 
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the  strongest  apprehensions,  &  their  labours  are  assisted  by  oc- 
casional paragraphs  in  our  news-papers.  These  thoughtless  and 
senseless  effusions  of  the  moment,  which  occupy  the  minds  of 
their  authors  no  longer  than  while  they  are  penning  them,  are 
dressed  up  by  our  adversaries  with  great  form  &  solemnity  & 
appropriated  with  much  address  to  the  promotion  of  their  ends. 

I  have  observed  with  much  regret  that  those  efforts  have  been 
in  some  degree  successful  and  am  very  anxious  that  Mr.  V.  R. 
should  be  undeceived  in  this  particular  &,  knowing  your  friend- 
ship for  him  and  his  respect  for  you,  I  hope  you  will  embrace  the 
opportunity,  presented  by  his  visit  to  Washington,  to  converse 
freely  with  him  on  the  subject,  A  careful  view  of  the  present 
parties  in  this  State  &  of  the  materials  of  which  they  are  composed 
ought  to  convince  him  that  if  there  is  safety  for  property  and  pro- 
tection for  principle  to  be  expected  from  any  quarter  it  certainly 
is  from  the  Republican  party.  Where  I  ask  are  that  portion  of 
the  community  who,  having  by  their  frauds  become  bankrupt  in 
property  and  credit,  have  therefore  everything  to  hope  &  nothing 
to  fear  from  confusion,  to  be  found  ?  Let  him  tax  his  recollec- 
tion &  he  will  say  they  are  in  the  ranks  of  Mr.  Clinton.  Where 
are  those  political  blacklegs  who  have  alternately  belonged  to, 
deceived  &  betrayed  all  parties,  &  who  at  a  moment  of  quiet  are 
politically  defunct  ? — let  him  apply  the  same  process  &  he  will  find 
them  pillars  in  the  Clintonian  edifice.  Where  above  all  is  that 
nefarious  band  of  speculators  who  in  1812  &  13  preyed  upon  the 
very  vitals  of  the  government  and  by  their  corrupt  practices 
brought  disgrace  upon  the  State  which  time  alone  can  obliterate 
— practices  which  nothing  but  the  pacifying  influence  of  the  re- 
cent scrutiny,  aided  by  previous  public  indignation,  could  have 
prevented  from  contaminating  our  old  and  demoralizing  our 
young  men  ?  Why  they  are  all,  all  props  &  their  leader  is  the 
very  keystone  of  the  Clintonian  arch.  Of  such  materials  is  the 
active  &'  efficient  portion  of  the  Clintonian  party  formed.  Who 
compose  ours  ?  I  say  &  say  truly  the  Yeomanry  of  the  State,  who 
though  they  have  not  individually  the  largest,  have  collectively 
the  greatest  interests  at  stake  ;  whose  fidelity  for  twenty  years  is 
the  strongest  evidence  of  their  future  adherence  to  principle,  & 
■whose  very  errors  (viz.  their  abandonment  of  the  government  in 
1809-10  &  12  when  they  were  not  satisfied  that  all  was  right) 
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afford  the  strongest  confirmation  of  their  integrity.  Mr.  V.  R. 
ought  to  know  that  from  a  party  thus  constituted  there  is  nothing 
to  fear  &  from  them  he  especially  has  nothing  to  apprehend.  I 
know  them  well  and  the  feelings  which  move  them  &  I  know  that 
there  is  no  man  who,  notwithstanding  his  political  asperities  of 
the  moment,  has  a  stronger  hold  upon  their  best  feelings  than  he 
has.  The  unquestioned  integrity  of  his  private  character,  his  ac- 
knowledged benevolence,  his  amiable  disposition,  &  above  all  the 
mild  &  unostentatious  manner  in  which  he  enjoys  the  wealth  he 
possesses,  have  produced  those  feelings,  &  to  ensure  their  con- 
tinuance it  is  far  from  necessary  that  he  should  act  politically 
with  us.  Much  as  we  would  feel  ourselves  honored  by  his  co- 
operation we  do  not  require  it  &  we  are  safe  without  it.  All  we 
wish  is  that  bis  countenance  be  not  openly  given  and  his  influ- 
ence lent  to  a  man  of  such  desperate  fortunes  &  unprincipled 
views  as  De  Witt  Clinton  is  known  to  be.  On  this  point  there  is 
great  solicitude  among  the  more  reflecting  portion  of  our  friends. 
They  are  sensible  of  the  momentous  interest  which  Mr.  V.  R.  has 
in  a  wisely  constituted  and  well  administered  Government :  they 
duly  appreciate  the  feelings  which  that  interest,  the  delicate  state 
of  his  health  and  the  situation  of  his  family  are  likely  to  excite, 
&  they  feel  a  commendable  solicitude  that  his  mind  should  be  put 
at  ease  ;  that  he  should  be  perfectly  satisfied  ;  that  let  the  popular 
excitement  produced  by  the  political  machinations  of  the  man 
who  has,  it  is  confessed,  caused  the  present  ferment,  be  ever  so 
great,  there  will  in  the  tumult  of  faction  be  found  in  the  ranks  of 
his  adversaries  those  who  will  be  able  &  willing  to  protect  him  & 
all  his  interests  from  its  violence. 

You  will  see  by  the  papers  that  your  son  has  come  in  for  his 
share  of  the  Clinton  abuse  (who  is  the  undoubted  author  of 
Heraclitus) ;  he  treats  it  with  the  contempt  he  ought.  I  have 
been  strongly  pressed  by  my  adversaries,  but  of  that  I  wish  you  to 
say  nothing  publicly,  to  let  Judge  Yates  go  to  the  Senate  &  take 
his  place  on  the  bench  (which  they  graciously  suppose  I  could  do), 
but  I  have,  or  reasons  which  I  will  hereafter  give  to  you,  deter- 
mined to  breast  myself  to  the  opposition  which  is  to  be  made  on 
the  Senator  question. 

Very  sincerely  your  friend, 

M.  V.  BUREN. 
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R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Private. 

Washington,  January  19,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  your  letter  of  the  12.  According  to  appearances  no  Bill 
concerning  a  Convention  will  pass  during  the  Session,  and  the 
next  elections  will  be  made  under  the  impressions  which  the  ad- 
vocates &  opponents  of  a  Convention  can  excite.  I  observe  that 
the  opponents  are  decrying  the  Convention  because  great  party 
excitement  exists,  and  would  be  likely  to  manifest  itself  in  the 
Convention,  but  who  is  to  blame  for  this  ?  why  did  not  the  oppo- 
sition adhere  to  their  first  purpose,  and  unite  with  the  actual 
friends  of  a  Convention  in  calling  it  ?  Is  it  quite  sure,  that  they 
w'd  not  have  persisted  in  their  first  intention,  had  they  met  with 
an  opposition  ?  and  did  they  not  in  fact  draw  back  as  soon  as 
they  discovered  that  the  measure  was  approved  by  all  ?  if  so  does 
it  lie  in  their  mouths  to  complain  of  Divisions,  &  the  excitement 
of  Party  ! 

The  pub.  affairs  here  are  in  a  most  extraordinary  condition. 
Mr.  Monroe  is  reelected  unanimously  or  nearly  so,  and  neverthe- 
less the  plans  or  measures  of  Govt,  are  without  friends  in  Congress ; 
by  which  I  mean  no  one  offers  himself  to  explain  or  to  support 
those  measures  wh.  are  supposed  to  have  the  recommendations  & 
favor  of  the  Extive.  ;  reform  &  economy  are  the  measures  & 
powerful  words  before  wh.  army,  navy,  fortifications,  magazines, 
salaries  and  improvements  of  all  sorts  are  to  bow. 

There  does  not  appear  to  be  great  concord  in  the  Cabinet: 
the  Gentleman  at  the  head  of  the  Treasury  holds  the  public  purse, 
and  with  or  without  design,  knowingly  or  ignorantly,  his  whole 
scheme  "of  improving  the  Revenue  &  for  supporting  the  pub. 
Credit  "  consists  in  cutting  down  the  expenditures,  and  borrow- 
ing money.     As  yet  we  have  done  no  business,  nor  does  it  seem 

likely  that  much  will  be  done. 

With  esteem  &c 

Yrs.,  R.  K. 
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R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Sunday,  21  Jan.,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  thought  it  likely  that  the  Convention  Bill  would  fail,  and 
doubted  whether  the  Bill  to  consult  the  People  on  the  subject  would 
pass  ;  on  further  consideration  I  think  you  should  not  depart  from 
the  latter  course,  but  taking  the  formation  of  the  Bill  into  your  own 
hands  should  pass  the  same.  If  the  Gov.  and  his  friends  dissent 
because  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  do  not  agree  with  their  objec- 
tions to  the  first  proposal  of  a  Convention,  they  must  do  so  ;  but 
the  consulting  Bill  will  pass,  their  objections  notwithstanding. 
If  they  agree,  the  effect  may  be  to  increase  the  harmony  of  the 
Convention  and  so  far  to  promote  concord,  as  well  as  satisfaction, 
in  relation  to  the  alterations  that  may  be  proposed  to  the  Consti- 
tution. If  you  see  the  Patroon,  tell  him  that  I  do  not  release 
him  from  his  promise  to  make  me  a  visit  here  during  the  session. 

We  have  a  difficult  subject  before  us  respecting  the  land  Debt 
of  22  millions.  The  project  will  be  to  give  the  debtors  time,  and 
also  to  diminish  a  portion  of  the  Debt :  my  own  views  are  to  in- 
duce the  Debtors  to  surrender  the  lands  that  they  are  unable 
to  pay  for,  and  to  propose  a  plan  making  it  their  interest  to  do  so. 
The  Debt  cannot  be  paid ;  time  will  increase,  not  diminish  the  im- 
pediments which  do  &  will  prevent  payment — the  Holland  Lands, 
&  the  Lands  are   better  situated  ;    the  capacity  of   the 

Debtors  is  greater ;  but  even  their  Lands  will  not  enable  the  pur- 
chasers to  reduce  them  according  to  the  contracts  :  the  State  shd. 
remain  impartial  in  the  disputes  wh.  will  arise,  and  in  doing  so, 
will  be  able  to  protect  the  Debtors  more  effectually  than  they 
will  be  able  to  do  by  any  other  course.  Tell  Van  Buren  that  I 
yesterday  reed,  his  letter  of  the  14th,  and  that  I  am  well  prepared 
in  the  subject  which  he  recommends  to  me. 

Farewell, 
Yrs,  R.  K. 

Pierce  Butler  to  R.  King. 

Philadelphia,  January  22,  1821. 
Mv  dear  Sir  : 

I  request  of  you  to  peruse  the  enclosed  papers — one  of  them 

was  sent  by  Mr.  Roberts,  a  Member  of  Senate,  to  Mr.  Cheves, 
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witli  the  blanks  fiU'd  up,  I  presume  by  himself ;  the  other  paper* 
is  an  opinion  of  four  persons  of  this  City.  There  is  strong  cause 
to  believe  that  Mr.  Roberts'  amendment,  as  he  terms  it,  is  the  re- 
sult of  a  letter  written  to  him  by  one  or  two  persons  in  this  City, 
who  were  Directors  of  the  Institution  when  it  was  plundered. 
They  were  left  out  of  the  Direction  ;  not  having  the  confidence 
of  the  Stockholders  they  cannot  get  elected  ;  they;  therefore,  try 
to  injure  the  Institution.  They  are  known  to  be  intimate  with 
Mr.  Roberts.  From  my  long  knowledge  of  your  mind  I  will  not 
add  a  word  more,  than  to  assure  you  that  I  never  entered  into 
any  combination,  nor  asked  any  man  to  vote  with  me. 
With  the  highest  regard  and  esteem 

your  sincere  friend, 

P.  Butler. 

[Endorsed  by  R.  K.:  "Mr.  Roberts'  amendment  to  bill  respecting  Bk.  of 
U.  S.  to  limit  Proxies  &c.  ansd.  amendment  wd.  be  rejected.  R.  K."] 


C.  King  to  R.  King. 

New  York,  22  Jany.,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  message  of  the  Governor  seems  to  me  both  feeble  and  un- 
dignified, and  lays  him  open  to  much  merited  castigation. 

Of  the  truth  of  proceedings  at  the  Navy  Yard  I  have  no  doubt 
— because  I  know  I'ohn  Decatur  to  be  just  the  hairbrained  thought- 
less fellow,  that  these  proceedings  indicate.     But  what  then  ?     Is 

*  This  paper  is  one  signed  by  Pierce  Butler,  Stephen  Girard,  Gustavus 
Colbern,  and  Langdon  Cheves,  attorneys  for  stockholders  of  the  United  States 
Bank,  resident  in  South  Carolina,  giving  reasons  for  opposing  the  amendments  to 
the  charter  of  the  Bank,  proposed  by  Mr.  Roberts  of  Pennsylvania  to  be  made 
in  the  bill  before  the  Senate.  These  amendments  were  :  ist,  that  no  attorney  in 
voting  for  the  directors  of  the  Bank  shall  give  more  than  a  limited  number  of 
votes,  the  blank  in  the  bill  to  be  filled  with  "  thirty"  ;  2d,  that  the  validity  of 
the  power  of  attorney  shall  be  limited  to  a  short  period  of  years — say  two. 

The  reasons  for  objecting  to  these  limitations  are  clearly  and  forcibly  stated 
by  the  gentlemen  above  named  in  this  paper,  concluding,  "  In  short,  the 
amendments  in  their  tendency  are  calculated  to  embarrass,  by  increased  and  un- 
necessary difficulties,  in  the  exercise  of  an  undoubted  and  undoubtedly  equitable 
right,  those  who  can  by  no  diligence  be  fully  represented,  and  to  put  their  rights 
into  the  hands  of  those,  who  cannot,  but  by  their  own  negligence,  fail  to  be  re- 
presented as  fully  as  they  are  legally  or  equitably  entitled  to  be." — EDITOR. 
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the  government  to  be  assailed  &  brought  into  disrepute,  because 
one  who  holds  its  commission  is  more  candid  &  less  cunning  in 
the  exercise  of  his  undoubted  political  rights,  than  other  men  ? 
Or  is  it  only  criminal,  in  the  eyes  of  Mr.  Clinton,  that  a  United 
States  officer  should  be  active  against,  &  not  for  him  ? 

I  think  the  whole  communication  evinces  that  the  Governor  in 
making  the  assertion  did  not  expect  to  be  put  to  his  proofs,  and 
that  when  evidence  became  necessary,  was  abundantly  puzzled  to 
rake  together  even  such  trash  as  he  has  submitted. 

Will  any  notice  be  taken  of  this  proceeding  at  Washington  ? 

I  am  Dr.  Sir 

Yrs  ever 
Chas.  King. 

R,  King  to  C.  King. 

Washington,  January  26,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  yrs  of  the  24th  ;  as  with  you  the  weather  is  severely  cold  ; 
for  several  days  past  the  glass  at  7  ock.  a.m.,  has  been  5°  below  o. 
We  have  reed,  the  Gov's.  Message,  which,  were  further  proofs  want- 
ing, would  satisfy  the  most  doubtful  that  he  is  utterly  deficient  in 
prudence  ;  there  seems  to  be  but  one  opinion  here,  at  least  so  far 
as  I  am  informed,  and  that  is  unfavorable  to  him. 

We  have  before  us  a  most  difficult  enquiry  in  the  subject  of  the 
Debt  due  for  pub.  Lands.  I  have  today  offered  a  plan  which 
with  suitable  correction  &  amendment  may  produce  good  results 
in  this  perplexing  business.  Of  the  Bkrupt  Bill,  I  scarcely  know 
what  to  say  to  you.  The  plan  of  settling  the  Land  Debt  will  be 
liberal  on  our  side  and  ought  to  have  its  effect  in  favor  of  our 
commercial  Debtors.  Still  the  issue  of  the  Bk.  Bill  is  quite  pre- 
carious. Florida  Treaty  not  arrived  :  when  it  is,  opposition  to  it 
will  be  made  ;  if  ratified,  the  Comee.  will  probably  be  three,  for 
wh.  office  there  are  scores  of  candidates — among  others,  as  I  was 
yesterday  confidentially  informed  by  Genl.  Chandlers  of  the  Sen- 
ate, is  my  brother  the  Gov  of  Maine.* 

Yrs  R.  K. 
*  He  was  afterwards  appointed. 
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J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  February  2,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

We  last  evening  had  a  Caucus  for  the  purpose  of  designating  a 
Candidate  for  the  Senate  of  the  U.  S.  ;  our  whole  number  is  90  ex- 
clusive of  my  two  Colleagues,  83  were  present,  the  others  being 
sick  or  absent  from  the  city,  Genl  Root  was  one  of  the  absent- 
ees, having  fallen  two  nights  before  in  descending  the  Hill  and 
broken  his  arm.  The  meeting  was  opened  by  Col.  Young  of  the 
Senate,  who  briefly  stated  the  object  for  which  it  was  called  and 
expressed  a  hope  that  any  discussion  which  should  take  place 
might  be  conducted  with  temperance  and  good  feeling,  Mr.  Ro- 
maine  from  New  York  then  nominated  Mr.  Sanford,  and  Mr. 
Eldred  from  Otsego,  Mr.  Van  Buren.  Mr.  Crolius  then  rose  and 
asked  gentlemen  to  offer  some  reason  for  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Sanford  against  whom  no  charge 
or  complaint  had  been  made.  If  there  was  cause  for  dissatisfac- 
tion he  should  be  glad  to  know  it,  and  if  it  was  well  founded  he 
would  be  the  first  to  oppose  his  re-election  ;  if  however  it  should 
be  satisfactorily  proved  that  he  had  been  an  undeviating  republi- 
can and  a  faithful  senator  in  the  councils  of  his  Country,  that  he 
should  then  rely  upon  the  support  of  every  man  in  the  Meeting 
and  by  an  unanimous  vote  re-nominate  Mr.  Sanford  as  a  candi- 
date for  the  Senate  of  the  U.  S.,  of  which  body  he  had  been  so 
long  a  distinguished  member.  He  was  followed  by  Mr.  Romaine, 
who,  in  an  animated  speech,  called  upon  gentlemen  to  pause  be- 
fore they  sealed  the  political  usefulness  of  Mr.  Sanford,  before 
they  passed  a  vote  of  censure  upon  the  long  and  unimpeached 
services  of  that  gentleman,  by  giving  their  support  to  Mr.  Van 
Buren.  If  Mr.  Sanford  should  fail  to  receive  a  majority  of  the 
votes  of  this  meeting  the  consequence  would  be  the  destruction 
of  his  political  character  in  the  public  estimation,  and  a  suspicion 
that  he  had  either  neglected  the  duties  of  his  high  station  or  had 
fallen  from  the  faith  which  he  had  so  long  professed.  He  men- 
tioned among  other  instances  of  a  re-election  your  own  case,  able 
and  experienced  and  a  friend  to  your  country  as  he  admitted  you 
to  be.  Still  that  you  were  a  federalist,  and  if  in  such  a  case  Re- 
publicans could  consent  to  a  re-election  how  much  more  were 
they  bound  to  return  a  gentleman,  an  acknowledged  Republican, 
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against  whom  no  charge  was  made  and  to  whose  public  services 
all  were  willing  to  bear  testimony  :  he  spoke  of  his  great  knowl- 
edge and  experience  in  commercial  affairs  and  that  in  this  re- 
spect his  loss  would  be  severely  felt.  Col.  Young  replied,  and  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks  explained  the  peculiar  circumstances 
which  conspired  to  return  you  to  the  Senate  by  an  almost  unani- 
mous vote,  and  in  doing  so  spoke  of  you  in  a  warm  and  gratify- 
ing manner.  He  said  that  so  long  as  you  remained  in  the  Senate, 
the  commercial  interests  would  be  ably  advocated  and  that  he 
knew  of  no  interest  which  would  not  be  at  all  times  vindicated 
and  maintained  under  your  guardianship.  A  proposition  was 
then  made  that  we  should  proceed  to  a  ballot  ;  and  that  its  de- 
cision should  be  binding  ;  which  was  agreed  to.  Upon  counting 
the  ballot  Mr.  Van  Buren  had  58  votes  and  Mr.  Sanford  24  and 
one  blank.  A  resolution  was  then  offered  by  Mr.  Romaine  that 
Mr.  Van  Buren  be  supported  by  this  meeting  as  a  candidate  for 
the  Senate  of  the  U.  S.  and  unanimously  adopted.  Another  reso- 
lution was  then  offered  by  the  same  gentleman,  declaring  the  un- 
diminished confidence  and  trust  which  they  reposed  in  the  Honble 
Nathan  Sanford  ;  this  was  also  carried  without  dissent.  The 
choice  will  be  made  on  Tuesday  next  when  Mr.  Van  Buren  will 
receive  the  whole  vote  of  the  Republican  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. The  Committee  upon  the  Convention  Bill  have  decided  to 
have  but  one  reference  to  the  people  and  that  to  be  of  the  Con- 
ventional Act. 

Affectionately  yours 

John  A.  King. 

M.  Van  Buren  to  Smith  Thompson. 

Albany,  Feby.  2,  1821. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

The  Republican  members  of  the  Legislature  held  their  caucus 
last  night  on  the  subject  of  Senator  to  Congress,  and  after  a  fair, 
temperate  &  manly  debate  unanimously  concurred  in  the  nomina- 
tion of  your  hble.  Servt.  for  that  place  ;  on  the  ballot  the  votes 
were  for  Mr.  Sanford  24,  for  myself  58.  One  of  Mr.  S.'s  friends 
and  six  of  mine  were  absent.  The  appointment  takes  place  on 
Tuesday ;  the  utmost  harmony  &  good  feeling  prevail  &  the  caucus 
nomination  will  without  doubt  be  supported  without  a  single  ex- 
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ception.  Several  of  the  gentlemen  who  voted  for  Mr.  S.  were  as 
well  pleased  with  the  result  as  if  they  had  succeeded.  But  they 
thought  it  proper  to  vote  on  the  first  ballot  as  they  did,  and  no 
effort  of  any  kind  was  made  to  prevent  them  from  doing  so.  The 
Clintonians  are  sadly  disappointed  ;  they  expected  much  trouble, 
and  were  prepared  to  avail  themselves  of  the  opportunity  it  would 
present  to  reek  their  vengeance  on  me.  The  appearance  of  his 
Excellency  on  the  streets  today,  is  regarded  by  the  public  as  evi- 
dence of  the  severe  mortification  he  experienced  from  his  disap- 
pointment in  this  particular.  I  had  made  up  my  mind  to  decline 
in  favour  of  Judge  Yates,  but  I  found  that  he  had  taken  so  active 
a  part  agt.  me,  and  that  I  had  been  so  villainously  abused  by  his 
friend  W.  P. Van-  Ness,  that  it  was  due  to  myself  to  persevere,  and 
put  the  Yates  influence  at  open  defiance  ;  which  I  did.  I  cer- 
tainly lost  by  it  one,  (Henry's)  vote  and  perhaps  his  Uncle 
Veeder,  but  certainly  no  more.  Show  this  if  you  please  to  Mr. 
King.     .     .     .     Very  sincerely  your  friend 

M.  V.  BUREN. 

N.  B.  The  meeting  unanimously  passed  a  resolution  expressive 
of  their  confidence  in  Mr.  Sanford. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Sunday,  11  Feby.,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Make  my  congratulations  to  V.  B.  whose  letter  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  navy  I  have  seen  ;  I  will  write  to  him  shortly.  The  green 
bag  has  made  no  proselytes  here  :  on  the  contrary  it  has  dissatis- 
fied those,  or  at  least  some  of  them,  who  were  friends  of  Mr.  Clin- 
ton. The  Paper  of  last  evening  will  inform  you  how  the  Missouri 
Question  stands  ;  it  seems  likely  that  the  Report  of  the  Comee. 
may  be  accepted.  The  Resolution  respecting  South  America,*  may 
affect  the  conclusion  of  the  Florida  Treaty  ;  which  is  said  to  have 
been  reed,  by  Genl.  Vives,  the  Span.  Minister.  He  may  regard  the 
Resolve  as  changing  the  state  of  things,  existing  when  the  King 

*  Mr.   King  writes  on  the  nth  inst.  : 

"  The  Vote  of  the  H.  of  R.,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay  yesterday  relative  to 
South  America  and  a  mission  to  that  country  may,  as  I  fear  (tho'  I  hope  without 
sufficient  motives),  embarrass  the  conclusion  of  the  Florida  Treaty,  which  it  is 
said  has  been  received  by  Genl.  Vives." 
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of  Sp.  ratified,  and  instructed  him  to  exchange  the  Ratification 
here  :  in  this  case  he  may  suspend  the  execution  of  his  orders, 
until  he  has  reed,  new  instructions.  This  wd.  be  much  to  be 
regretted,  as  it  is  manifest,  that  the  western  States,  at  least  some 
of  them,  are  dissatisfied  with  the  Treaty,  because  altho  it  ob- 
tains Florida,  it  does  not  extend  Louisiana  on  the  Gulph  of  Mex- 
ico so  as  to  include  the  province  of  Texas  ;  a  Region  desired  for 
new  slave  States  and  more  frontier  on  this  Gulph — neither  of  these 
objects  are  desirable  by  the  Union. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King 

Sunday,  18  Feb.,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  The  Span.  Treaty,  as  I  hope,  will  be  dispatched  to- 
morrow, and  in  this  case  the  Ratifications  will  be  exchanged  the 
day  after  :  this  is  the  more  desirable  as  any  change  in  Spain  might 
again  suspend  Genl.  Vives'  power  and  the  late  difficulties  be  left 
unclosed. 

What  Mr.  Neuville  will  finally  do,  I  cannot  with  any  confidence 
predict  ;  he  says  that  his  powers  are  ample,  and  his  dispositions 
earnest  to  adjust  our  commercial  difficulties  ;  but  he  doubtless 
has  instructions  wh.  may  so  limit  his  powers  as  to  defeat  the  only 
settlement  we  desire  ;  that  is,  a  full  equality  of  privileges  &  ex- 
emptions in  the  navigation  «&  trade  between  the  two  Countries. 
France  alleges  that  from  the  superiority  of  our  navigators  and 
other  causes  operating  in  favor  of  our  Commerce,  she  ought  to 
have  certain  advantages  more  than  those  of  equality  :  this  we 
deem  unreasonable,  especially  as  we  have  no  scale  to  go  by,  and 
other  Nations  might  urge  the  same  claims  :  the  issue  of  the 
negotiation  is  I  fear  somewhat  uncertain. 

The  Missouri  Question  continues  unsettled,  and  insinuates  its 
spirits  into  all  other  business.  I  have  taken  no  part  whatsoever 
in  it  this  session,  deeming  the  present  difficulty  nothing  in  com- 
parison of  the  Restrictions  which  we  urged  and  lost  last  year.: 
The  business  would  long  since  have  been  settled,  and  Missouri 
admitted,  had  not  the  overbearing  temper  and  contemptuous 
treatment  of  the  friends  of  Missouri,  towards  their  opponents, 
prevented  the  same. 

vol..  VI. — 25 
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Last  year  Mr.  Randolph  said  the  dough  faces  of  the  north 
came  over  to  them  ;  they  had  as  many  as  they  wanted,  and  could 
have  had  more  :  now  he  likens  his  opponents  to  sheep,  who  are 
the  most  timid  of  all  creatures,  fleeing  at  the  mere  appearance  of 
danger — &c. 

Six  or  seven  of  our  Delegates  have  given  in,  Meigs,  Storrs,  Case, 
Tompkins,  Guion,  Harkley  &  I  believe  Smith.  I  may  mistake  ; 
but  might  not  be  wrong  in  conjecturing  the  motive  wh.  influences 
them.  It  is  probable  that  Missouri  will  be  admitted  before  we 
adjourn.     .     .     .  Yrs 

R.  K. 
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R.  King  to  C.  King. 

24  Feb.,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Mr.  Clay  has  got  up  a  joint  committee  of  23  on  the  part  of  the 
House  &  7.  on  that  of  the  Senate  respecting  Missouri  :  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph is  a  member,  who  said,  on  his  nomination,  "  The  cards  are 
packed.  Sir,  and  I  decline  playing  ;  I  never  play  when  I  am  sure 
of  losing,  or  if  I  win  have  no  security  of  payment  "  ;  he  was  how- 
ever appointed.  I  also  am  named  of  this  Comee.  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate.  The  Comee.  meet  at  5  oC  this  evening,  but  I  shall 
not  attend.  R.  K. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Feb.  26,  1821. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

.  .  .  I  cannot  altogether  lament  the  ill  Temper  occasioned 
by  the  Missouri  Question,  as  it  educes  the  threats  of  Dismember- 
ment from  the  wise  men  of  the  South.    And  I  cannot  but  hope  that 

387 
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some  other  men,  beside  Parson  Cushman,  may  be  excited  to  show, 
by  merely  stating  the  Fact,  that  the  Complaint  of  Geographical  & 
Sectional  Union  maybe  justly  made  to  the  Supporters  of  Slavery, 
while  the  non-slave  holding  States  desert  the  Cause  of  Freedom, 
at  the  Expence  of  their  political  Interest.  We  are,  however,  show- 
ing our  Patriotism  by  continually  lauding  the  admin,  of  the  Union 
for  their  Wisdom,  their  Impartiality,  and  their  total  Disregard  of 
party  Politics.  The  Democrats  are  undoubtedly  satisfied  with 
this,  while  they  retain  the  exclusive  Right  to  all  Places  of  Emolu- 
ment &  Distinction.     .     .     . 

faithfully  &  affectionately  your  Friend 

C.  Gore. 

J.  B.  Eaton  to  R.  King. 

Washington,  5  March,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  take  the  liberty  of  enclosing  a  piece  taken  from  a  Nashville 

paper  reed,  today  ;  do  not  suppose  me  the  writer,  I  assure  you  I 

am  not.* 

*  The  newspaper  extract  above  mentioned,  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  preju- 
dices against  our  public  men  are  eagerly  seized  upon  to  confirm  their  west- 
ern brethren  in  the  belief  that  they  are  not  disposed  to  harmonize  and  co-operate 
with  us  in  either  our  "  social  or  legislative  interests.  .  .  .  The  bill  for  the 
admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union  presents  to  the  nation  a  scene  as  un- 
pleasant, as  it  seems  to  us  to  be  impolitic.  Differences  of  education  to  a  certain 
extent  will  account  for  these  differences  of  opinion,  but  nothing  should  impair 
our  confidence  in  one,  who  not  only  contributed  to  our  National  Independence, 
but  who  has  to  the  present  period  borne  a  highly  honorable  and  distinguished 
part  in  our  political  councils.  No  man,  perhaps,  rendered  himself  more  ob- 
noxious to  the  people  of  the  South  and  West  than  did  that  distinguished  states- 
man, Rufus  King,  by  his  opposition  to  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union 
as  a  slave  holding  state.  It  has  been  alleged  that  he,  Mr.  King,  was  desirious 
to  draw  a  line  of  demarkation  between  the  slave  and  non-slave  holding  states, 
and  I  have  seen  upon  some  men's  tongues  a  trembling  thought,  almost  moulded 
into  words,  that  he  sought  a  severance  of  the  Union. 

"  Without  having  made  Mr.  K's.  acquaintance  I  have  lately  been  induced  to 
admire  his  manly,  dignified  and  intelligent  course,  and  prejudiced  as  I  was 
against  him  on  my  arrival,  I  now  readily  admit  that  I  know  but  few  men  in  our 
country  who  have  claim  to  equal  merit ;  his  mind  soars  above  the  sordid  meanness 
of  party  influence,  and  bases  itself  upon  its  own  perspicuous  views  of  justice  and 
equality  ;  it  finds  a  co-ordinate  greatness  in  the  rectitude  of  his  heart.  He 
looks  at  his  country's  policy  and  interest,  through  the  same  optics,  which  ex- 
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I  have  been  to  the  Coronation  today,  &  of  all  the  mobocratic 
collections  I  have  seen,  it  was  a  match  for  any  ;  after  an  hour's 
pressure  through  an  immense  crowd,  I  had  the  good,  or  bad,  for- 
tune to  gain  admittance  to  the  Rep.  Hall  ;  the  ceremony  was  over, 
and  the  President  (at  Mr.  Doherty's  table)  was  manuscript  in 
hand  delivering  to  the  good  people  in  waiting  a  speech  ;  what  it 
was  I  can't  inform  you,  the  Intelligencer  tomorrow  will  tho'  :  I 
remained  but  a  few  minutes,  and  was  much  happier  to  get  out, 
than  was  I  to  get  in. 

In  the  hope  that  you  will  reach  your  destination  in  health  and 
safely,  I  beg  leave  to  subscribe  myself 

your  friend 

J.  B.  Eaton. 

hibited  to  him  her  former  oppression — the  same  with  which  he  witnessed  her 
march  from  colonial  servitude,  to  freedom  and  independence  ;  influenced  by  no 
other  feelings  than  those  for  which  he  was  so  eminently  distinguished  during  our 
revolutionary  struggle,  (love  of  liberty,)  he  pursued  with  zealous  and  firm  step, 
the  dictates  of  a  mind,  strong  in  its  youthfulness,  and  ripened  \v).\.o  greatness  by 
the  experience  of  three  score  years. 

"  I  think  I  am  at  liberty  to  infer  from  some  of  his  recent  acts,  that  he  is  an 
admirer  of  the  character  of  Gen.  Jackson.  You  will  naturally  enquire  who  is 
there  knowing  him,  that  is  not.  I  admit  there  lives  not  on  earth,  a  man  whose  vir- 
tue is  more  inflexible,  none  more  devoted  to  his  country's  good,  none  less  in- 
fluenced in  his  private  or  public  acts,  by  private  or  public  opinion,  none  more 
prompt  in  his  country's  service,  when  exigencies  demand  his  services,  and  none 
whose  promptitude  has  been  rendered  more  efficient  in  events  of  the  greatest 
magnitude  ;  at  home  we  know  him  to  be  hospitable,  benevolent,  and  charitable. 
It  is  the  possession  of  these  inestimable  virtues  so  conspicuous  in  his  character, 
that  have  caught  upon  the  manly  spirit  of  Mr.  King,  and  made  him  our  hero's 
hero  in  times  of  legislative  persecution. 

"  Mr,  King  was  one  of  the  committee  of  the  Senate  on  the  Seminole  question  ; 
he  was  however  in  the  minority  ;  but  conscious  of  the  wrong,  the  injustice  and 
injury  which  the  majority  of  that  committee  were  disposed  to  do  the  Gen., 
he  exerted  himself  to  his  utmost  before  it,  to  infuse  his  own  just  opinions  into 
the  report  which  they  made  upon  that  subject  !  but  had  it  been  subsequently 
debated  in  the  Senate,  he  would  have  arisen  in  his  mightiest  strength.  I  am 
confirmed  in  my  opinion  of  his  attachment  to  the  Gen.  by  the  elegant  eulogy 
he  pronounced  upon  his  character,  on  the  Choctaw  treaty's  being  offered  to  the 
Senate  for  ratification.  But  in  all  things,  the  political  career  of  Mr,  King  will 
bear  the  strictest  scrutiny,  tending  in  all  its  points  to  the  welfare  of  the  govern- 
ment, to  the  promotion  of  harmony  and  good  feeling  amongst  the  states,  and  to 
the  preservation  of  that  great  political  instrument,  of  which  he  himself  is  a 
signer." 
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P.  S,  I  was  wiser  *  than  Eaton,  I  staid  at  home.  In  one  thing 
we  agree,  that  is  in  wishing  you  a  safe  arrival  at  your  own  domi- 
cile, and  my  best  wishes  await  you  there. 

Wms.  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  King  had  been  informed  by  letters  from  his  son  in  Al- 
bany that  it  was  probable  that  the  bill  for  calling  a  conven- 
tion in  New  York  would  be  passed  ;  among  his  papers  the 
following  gives  his  opinion  as  to  the  wisdom  of  such  a  course. 
On  the  1 5th  of  March  the  bill  passed  the  Council  of  Revision 
unanimously. 

In  R.  King's  Ha7idivriting. 

I  was  gratified  with  the  prospect  that  all  would  consent  to  the 
call  of  a  Convention  to  alter  the  Constitution  [of  New  York],  think- 
ing that  in  this  temper  the  best  men  would  be  chosen  to  compose 
it.  Study  and  reflection  have  taught  me  that  there  is  not,  and  in 
our  political  system  that  there  cannot  exist,  any  other  security  for 
Life,  Character  or  Property,  but  the  Judiciary.  Without  an  inde- 
pendent Judiciary,  no  form  of  constituting  the  Legislature,  or  of 
checking  its  authority,  can  give  this  security.  Fortunately  good 
opinions  in  the  salutary  agency  and  control  of  the  Judiciary  very 
generally  prevail.  In  free  Govts.,  this  Department  peaceably  and 
with  general  acquiescence,  performs  what  in  other  Governments 
can  only  be  done  by  the  army. 

It  seems  to  me  impossible  to  prevent,  were  it  desirable  to  do  so, 
the  meeting  of  a  Convention  with  power  to  alter  the  Constitution  ; 
and  Avith  the  opinions  that  I  entertain  of  the  importance  of  the 
Judiciary,  I  am  fearful  that  the  late  interference  of  the  Council  of 
Revision  may  excite  unfriendly  and  altered  opinions  in  respect  to 
the  Judiciary. 

Wm.  King  to  R.  King. 

Portland,  May  7,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  expect  to  be  in  Boston  the  last  of  this  month,  as  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts  will  then  be  in  session.     I  am  desirous  that 

*  Diibitatur .     E.  of  Tenne. 
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they  should  adopt  measures  similar  to  those  adopted  by  this  state, 
acknowledging  the  authority  of  the  President  of  the  U.  States  to 
decide  when  the  militia  is  to  be  ordered  out  for  the  defence  of  the 
Country,  &c,  &c.  I  think  you  remarked,  when  I  last  had  the 
pleasure  of  seeing  you,  that  you  considered  the  decision  of  Massa- 
chusetts wrong  in  that  particular,  and  that  they  would  not  be 
likely  to  obtain  their  war  debt  before  the  decision  was  corrected  ; 
if  you  still  entertain  this  opinion,  you  will  render  an  acceptable 
service  to  the  people  of  this  State,  as  well  as  to  those  of  Massa- 
chusetts, if  you  will  write  on  this  subject  to  some  of  your  friends 
at  Boston,  say  Governor  Brooks  (who  thinks  with  us),  Mr.  Otis 
and  Mr.  Cabot,  advising  to  the  adoption  of  a  course  in  the  Legisla- 
ture which  will  render  our  War  claim  less  exceptionable  at  Wash- 
ington. I  am  sensible  you  will  not  be  well  pleased  to  engage  in  this 
business  ;  it  cannot  fail,  however,  to  be  interesting  to  you  to  do 
so.  Massachusetts  while  she  will  add  to  her  influence  in  the  con- 
cerns of  the  nation,  will  also  derive  a  pecuniary  advantage  from  the 
measure,  for  which,  if  it  succeeds,  they  will  feel  much  indebted  to 
you. 

I  am  now  closing  my  Executive  business  here  and  have  made 
up  my  mind  as  soon  as  it  is  accomplished  to  accept  the  appoint- 
ment of  Commissioner.*  One  of  the  inducements  and  I  assure 
you  not  the  least,  is  to  enable  me  to  pass  a  little  mf^fe  time  with 
you  at  Washington.     .     .     . 

very  affectionately  yours, 
William  King. 


Smith  Thompson  to  R.  King. 

Washington,  May  12,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  owe  you  an  apology  for  not  sooner  answering  your 
letter  on  the  subject  of  our  relations  with  France.  I  have  been 
waiting  under  a  hope  of  having  it  in  ray  power  to  communicate 
some  favorable  information,  as  I  know  you  feel  anxious,  that  a 
good  understanding  should  be  restored.  I  am  however  very  ap- 
prehensive nothing  will  be  done.  The  negotiation  has  not  entirely 
broken  off,  but  does  not  seem  to  be  progressing  to  any  useful 
purpose.     Mr,  Neuville  cannot  be  brought  to  anything  approach- 

*  Under  the  Spanish  Treaty. 
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ing  reciprocity.  He  appears  to  have  such  a  strong  impression  of 
our  superior  skill  in  navigation,  that  for  France  to  retain  any 
portion,  she  must  secure  to  herself  some  considerable  advantages. 
There  is  every  feeling  and  disposition  in  the  President,  and 
indeed,  I  think,  great  anxiety  to  come  to  some  arrangement.  But 
it  will  not  answer  to  depart  too  much,  even  for  a  short  period, 
from  the  great  principle  of  reciprocity. 

We  are  yet  in  a  little  suspense  as  to  the  result  of  the  Senatorial 
election  in  our  State.  I  feel  very  solicitous  about  it  particularly 
at  this  time,  because  I  fear  it  may  have  an  influence  on  the 
proceedings  of  the  Convention.  I  have  heard  it  suggested  that  it 
is  intended  to  direct,  or  provide  for  the  election  of  a  Governor, 
next  Spring.  And  should  the  appointing  power  be  vested  in  the 
Senate  in  the  place  of  the  Council,  and  the  majority  in  that  body 
should  be  against  the  Republican  party,  it  might  lead  to  that 
measure,  which  according  to  my  present  impressions  would  be 
unwise  &  impolitic,  if  nothing  more.  It  would  be  considered  a 
violent  measure  and  personal  in  its  application,  and  out  of  the 
State,  if  not  in  it  also,  would  be  placing  Mr.  Clinton  before  the 
public  as  a  persecuted  man.  Violent  measures  to  answer  a  tem- 
porary purpose  are  generally  shocking,  impolitic.  I  am  happy  to 
learn  that  our  friends  intend  sending  you  to  the  Convention.  I 
hope  you  will  not  decline,  it  is  an  important  trust.  The  ultimate 
success  of  the  measure  will  depend  much  on  the  character, 
weight  and  influence  of  the  members  of  the  Convention. 

yours  very  sincerely 
Smith  Thompson. 

Lew.  Cass  to  R.  King. 

Detroit,  May  22,  1821. 
Sir: 

I  am  apprehensive  from  circumstances,  with  the  detail  of  which 
I  need  not  trouble  you,  that  some  part  of  my  official  conduct  has 
made  an  unfavorable  impression  upon  your  mind.  The  regret 
which  I  should  feel,  were  my  ideas  upon  the  subject  correct,  may 
be  judged  by  the  unusual  course,  which  I  have  taken.  The  good 
opinion  of  every  man  is  desirable,  but  to  forfeit  the  good  opinion 
of  those,  who  occupy  important  stations  in  the  public  councils, 
and  whose  names  are  identified  with  the  history  of  our  country  is 
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a  serious  misfortune.  I  am  certain  that  if  any  portion  of  my 
publick  conduct  has  excited  suspicion  in  your  mind,  it  must  have 
been  misrepresented  to  you  or  misunderstood.  I  claim  no  ex- 
emption from  errors,  which  are  common  to  the  most  infallible 
judgment,  but  I  feel  I  have  a  right  to  say  that  those  errors,  where 
they  have  existed,  have  resulted  from  the  head  and  not  from  the 
heart.  I  request  from  your  candour  a  disclosure  of  the  circum- 
stances, if  there  are  any,  which  have  operated  to  my  prejudice  on 
your  mind.  I  trust  I  shall  be  able  so  to  explain  them,  as  to 
satisfy  you,  that  my  conduct  has  been  correct. 

Nothing  but  the  deep  soHcitude  I  feel  upon  this  subject,  would 
have  induced  me  to  address  you  ;  a  solicitude  founded  upon  a 
conviction  of  the  integrity  of  my  own  intentions,  and  upon  the 
reflection,  that  those  intentions  have  been  misunderstood  by  one, 
whose  name  has  been  associated  since  my  earliest  recollection, 
with  all  that  was  eminent  and  worthy  in  our  country. 
With  great  respect,  Sir,  I  have  the  honor  to  be 

your  obt.  Servt. 
Lew.  Cass. 

[Endorsed  by  R.  K  :  "  Respecting,  as  I  understand,  the  Treaty 
made  by  him  &  McArthur  with  the  Ohio  Indians.  Ansd.  26th 
June — explaining  my  objection  to  the  Treaty  made  by  him  & 
McArthur."] 

R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  June  22,  1821. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

For  a  fortnight  past  I  have  been  absent  from  home,  attending 
the  examination  of  the  Cadets  at  W.  Point.  The  condition  of 
the  school  is  not  well  understood  at  Washington,  and  as  few  were 
less  informed  than  myself,  I  the  more  readily  accepted  the  invita- 
tion of  the  Secretary  at  war,  to  attend  the  late  examination.  The 
actual  Superintendent  Major  Thayer  is  a  correct  man,  possessing 
a  good  degree  of  information,  having  had  an  opportunity  to  ex- 
amine and  study  the  system  of  instruction  taught  in  the  French 
military  schools.  There  are  about  250  young  men  at  W.  Point. 
The  education  is  chiefly  mathematical,  the  teachers  are  generally 
good,  and  many  of  the  Cadets  have  made  considerable  proficiency 
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in  their  studies.  As  the  qualifications  for  admission  are  very  low,  the 
improvement  is  on  the  whole  less  than  it  should  be  ;  more  should  be 
required  to  obtain  admission,  and  if  instead  of  confining  the  studies 
to  mere  military  mathematics,  the  branch  of  civil  engineering  were 
taught,  greater  public  benefits  would  be  derived  from  this  Academy. 
Wars  and  the  demand  for  instructed  officers  are  not  frequently  to 
occur,  but  the  science,  which  may  be  employed  in  constructing 
canals,  roads  &:  bridges,  is  always  in  demand,  and  those  who  pos- 
sess the  same  would  meet  with  constant  and  profitable  employ- 
ment.    .     .     . 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  June  23,  1821. 
Mv  DEAR  Friend  : 

.  .  .  We  have  just  passed  thro'  an  election  of  members  to  a 
State  Convention,  which  is  called  to  revise  our  Constitution,  and 
among  the  persons  chosen  I  have  been  named  by  this  county. 
The  issue  of  the  election  is  not  sufificiently  known,  to  determine 
the  character  (as  respects  parties)  of  the  members.  In  the  city 
the  Bucktails  have  prevailed  by  a  great  majority,  and  they  seem 
confident  that  a  majority  of  the  Convention  will  belong  to  this 
class. 

The  articles  of  our  constitution,  that  are  generally  spoken  of  as 
defective,  are  those  which  provide  for  a  Council  of  Appt.,  a  Council 
of  revision,  a  Court  of  Errors,  and  whh.  create  a  discrimination  in 
the  qualifications  of  Electors.  The  two  first  will  be  readily 
adjusted  :  a  Revision  of  the  judiciary  System,  including  the 
tenure  of  office,  will  be  drawn  under  discussion  by  the  project 
of  abolishing  the  present  Court  of  Errors  ;  and  the  attempt  to 
equalize  the  qualifications  of  Electors  may  lead  to  the  claim  of 
universal  suffrage. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a  sufficient  portion  of  prudent  men  will 
be  found  in  the  Convention  to  overrule  the  indiscretions  and 
check  the  excesses  of  such  men  as  maybe  inclined  to  go  too  far  in 
their  schemes  of  reform.  As  the  acts  of  the  Convention  are  to 
be  referred  to  the  People,  for  confirmation,  this  precaution  will 
operate  in  favor  of  moderation. 

I  do  not  understand  the  grounds  on  wh.  the  People  of  Mass- 
achusetts rejected  the  proposed  amendment  limiting  the  number 
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of  Reps.  &  Senators,  and  confirming  the  rule  by  wh.  the  Senators 
shall  be  appointed  between  the  Districts.  A  less  number  than 
may  now  be  sent  is  certainly  desirable,  and  rejecting  the  pro- 
vision for  apportioning  the  Senators,  leaves  the  present  rule  in 
force,  wh.  is  the  same  as  the  rejected  provision.  If  this  pro- 
vision was  rejected  because  it  is  in  contemplation  to  apportion 
the  Senators  according  to  numbers,  I  can  understand  the  measure, 
and  shall  expect  an  amendment  to  be  proposed  that  will  effect 
this  purpose.  The  clause  abt.  the  College  is  rejected  because 
the  People  desire,  as  I  conjecture,  that  the  College  shd.  not  be 
above  the  regulation  &  control  of  the  Legislature. 

Our  Convention  will  meet  at  Albany  towards  the  last  of  August ; 
a  hot  town,  for  a  hot  season.  We  must  strive  to  keep  ourselves 
cool,  or  the  internal  and  external  heat  may  lead  to  mis- 
chief.    .     .     .  faithfully  yrs, 

R.  K. 

T.  WORTHINGTON  TO  R.   KiNG. 

Chilicothe,  July  18,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

You  will  no  doubt  remember  you  authorized  me  to  state  to 
Mr.  Crawford  information  you  had  received  relative  to  your 
late  election  as  Senator.  I  then  ventured  to  assert  that  the 
information  was  not  correct.  Whilst  last  at  Washington  I  men- 
tioned this  matter  to  him  and  received  from  him  the  most 
positive  assurances  that  the  information  given  you  is  not  true. 
He  says  it  is  possible  he  may  have  written  a  letter  in  which  your 
election  was  mentioned  but  he  is  absolutely  certain  that  he  never 
wrote  one  in  which  any  sentiment  is  expressed  adverse  to  your 
election  and  that  he  never  interfered  in  it  in  any  manner  whatever. 
That  a  just  regard  for  the  situation  in  which  he  is  placed  (which 
he  considers  as  absolutely  forbidding  his  interference  in  the 
State  elections,  except  the  one  of  which  he  is  a  citizen,  and 
even  then  as  little  as  possible)  had  and  would  prevent  his  taking 
any  part  whatever  ;  that  he  has  uniformly  expressed  these  senti- 
ments and  as  constantly  acted  accordingly.  I  regret  you  did  not 
sooner  communicate  this  information  to  Mr.  Crawford.  I  feel 
confident  it  would  have  given  him  pleasure  to  have  given  you 
the  statement  now  made.     I  consider  him  incapable  of   duplicity 
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and  among  the  valuable  traits  in  his  character  I  have  esteemed 
&  respected  him  for  the  frankness  with  which  he  has  uniformly 
acted  so  far  as  I  have  had  an  opportunity  to  judge. 

With  sincere  esteem  and  respect. 

T.  WORTHINGTON. 

Endorsed :   "  Notes.     Conversation  ivith  Ch.  Justice  Spencer   and 

Elbert  Jones." 

N.  B.  For  a  few  days  after  arriving  at  Crittenden's,  all  were  at 
one  table  ;  the  N  York  Delegates  Paulding,  Stagg,  Wheaton,  Ed- 
wards, Laurence,  Monro,  Jones,  Jay  &  Buel  of  Troy,  and  myself 
were  of  the  Genl.  Mess.  We  spoke  of  a  separate  Mess  before 
coming  to  Albany;  nothing  was  settled  ;  Jones  spoke  to  me  re- 
specting it.  I  said  we  wished  a  Mess,  separate  from  the  table  of 
the  house,  it  being  open  to  all  travellers  ;  that  the  gentln.  of  N. 
Y.,  with  Monro  &  myself  wished  it,  and  that  he,  Jay  &  Buel  with 
such  others,  if  there  were  any  then  in  the  house  belonging  to  the 
Convention,  shd.  unite  with  us  :  the  Columbia  men  not  then  ar- 
rived. I  spoke  to  Crittenden  ;  he  gave  us  a  separate  room.  Buel, 
Jones  &  Jay  dined  with  us  ;  Mr.  Rhinelander,  who  was  in  the 
house,  also  joined  us,  for  a  day  or  two.  Williams  &  Van  Rensse- 
laer then  arrived,  &  Jay,  Jones  &  Rhinelander  withdrew,  and 
united  with  the  Genn.  from  Columbia  at  the  common  table.  Jones 
occasionally  came  into  our  Mess  room  in  the  evening,  tho'  neither 
Jay  nor  Rhinelander  did. 

Albany,  Sunday,  26  Aug.,  1821. 

Arrived  at  Albany  &  took  quarters  at  Crittendens.  Tuesday, 
Aug.  28,  Convention  assembled,  and  in  course  28,  29,  &  30  organ- 
ized the  House.  Friday  31.  Aug,  appointed  a  Comee.  to  report 
the  manner  of  taking  up  the  Business.  The  Comee.  reported  to 
divide  the  same  into  distinct  parts  and  to  refer  the  same  to  10 
different  Comees.  of  7  members  each.  The  Report  was  adopted 
on  Saturday  5th  Sept,  the  President  nominated  the  Committees. 
Thursday  30,  Augt,  returned  Ch.  Justice  Spencer's  visit  :  he  was 
at  home  and  observed  that  he  was  desirous  to  mention  to  me  that 
he  had  not  been  unfriendly  to  my  reelection  to  the  Senate  in  1819, 
tho'  he  was  apprehensive  that  contrary  impressions  had  been  made 
on  my  mind  ;  that  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  Gov.  Clinton  en- 
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tertained  the  like  opinion  ;  but  that  circumstances  existing  in  the 
Republican  party  did  not  enable  them  to  concur  in  my  reelection, 
without  sacrificing  themselves.  I  replied  that  I  had  no  cause  to 
complain  in  his  respect  ;  that  I  had  in  the  summer  of  1819  under- 
stood from  Chancellor  Kent  that  he  (the  Ch.  Justice)  had  desired 
him  to  inform  me  that  the  friends  of  Mr.  Clinton  wd.  concur  in  my 
reelection  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Legislature  ;  that  I  com- 
plained of  no  gentleman  of  the  Repub.  Party,  from  wh.  I  had  no 
claim  to  be  gratified  ;  but  that  from  the  correspondence  between 
Gov.  Clinton  &  myself  I  had  just  reason  to  expect  that  he  wd. 
before  the  day  of  election  have  explained  himself  to  me  on  that 
subject. 

In  respect  to  the  Govr.  I  had  entertained  no  unfriendly  public 
feelings  ;  that  when  he  was  chosen  Govr.  on  the  resignation  of  Gov. 
Tompkins,  I  had  believed,  as  I  still  did,  that  he  might  have  united 
all  parties  in  his  own  favor  ;  but  that  after  the  summer  before  the 
session  of  the  Legislature  in  the  beginning  of  1819,  and  especially 
after  the  temper  manifested  during  that  session,  I  had  relinquished 
that  belief  and  formed  the  opinion  that  Gov.  Clinton  was  unfit  for 
his  office  ;  that  the  connexion  between  him  &  those  of  the  federal 
party  was  with  views  to  wh.  I  was  a  stranger  ;  that  my  interest 
apparently  made  no  part  of  them,  and  while  I  did  not  complain 
of  a  fixed  purpose  to  abandon  me  in  order  to  sustain  Gov.  Clin- 
ton, I  did  complain  that  no  one  of  the  federal  gentlemen,  who 
had  coalesced  with  Mr.  Clinton,  previously  informed  me  of  the 
course,  wh,  they  had  concluded  to  pursue,  while  by  votes  wh. 
could,  as  respects  me,  decide  nothing,  they  appeared  to  sustain 
my  interest.  And  this  division  respecting  me,  between  the  Feds. 
&  Clintonians  was  made  public,  at  the  time  when  they  were  so 
well  united  &  so  powerful  as  to  be  able  to  promote  the  political 
views  of  Mr.  Clinton,  or  rather  of  their  coalition.  The  same 
Union  would  have  reelected  me,  but  other  views  prevailed  ;  and 
as  it  was  expected  that  I  shd.  be  contented  with  the  apparent  sup- 
port of  men,  who  well  understood  that  they  were  insincere. 

Ch.  Justice  Spencer  said  that  it  wd.  have  been  right  frankly  & 
previously  to  have  explained  themselves  ;  that  the  fact  was  un- 
doubted that  had  the  coalition  made  a  Clintonian  Council  & 
reelected  me  to  the  Senate,  it  wd.  have  ruined  the  Party  of  Mr. 
Clinton  ;  that  this  was  the  true  and  undoubted  reason,  why  I  was 
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not  reelected  ;  that  the  name  of  his  son  was  used  without  his  ex- 
pectation, he  had  not  sought  the  office  :  that  they  had  however 
been  disappointed  ;  that  Mr.  Clinton  could  no  longer  be  sup- 
ported ;  he  was  now  out  of  the  question  ;  his  coldness  &  reserve 
and  other  forbidding  qualities  had  left  him  without  support  ; 
that  notwithstanding  all  wh.  has  been  said  to  him,  his  manners 
were  such  that  men  who  resorted  to  him  in  friendship  &  with  a 
wish  to  support  him,  came  from  him  not  only  disgusted  but  changed 

from  friends  to  enemies. 

Friday,  Aug.  31st. 

Returned  a  visit  to  Judge  Piatt.  Conversation  general  and  cau- 
tious, except  that  Judge  Piatt  said  Mr.  Clinton  was  no  longer  in 
question,  meaning,  as  I  understood,  that  he  wd.  no  longer  be  sup- 
ported as  Govr. 

In  conversation  with  Mr.  Elbert  Jones  yesterday,  or  the  day  be- 
fore, he  expressed  a  solicitude  respecting  the  measures  of  the  Con- 
vention, and  in  particular  of  the  Right  of  Suffrage  ;  intimated  that 
it  was  the  expectation  of  my  friends,  that  I  shd.  exert  myself  to 
maintain  the  freehold  qualification  in  the  choice  of  Senators  ;  that 
to  secure  this  provision,  he  shd.  be  willing  to  give  to  the  electors  of 
the  Convention  the  right  of  electing  both  the  Govr.  and  Assembly- 
men ;  that  some  of  my  old  friends  thought  that  I  observed  a  re- 
serve towards  them,  wh.  they  were  unable  to  explain  ;  that  the 
course  pursued  by  my  Sons  was  in  direction  of  all  those,  who  had 
acted  with  me  in  public  affairs  ;  that  I  had  made  no  explanation 
of  my  sentiments  on  this  subject,  &  had  done  nothing  to  show  my 
disapproval  of  their  conduct. 

I  answered  that  on  this  subject,  respecting  my  Sons,  I  had  no 
explanation  to  make  ;  they  were  free  &  competent  to  judge  of 
public  affairs  &  to  pursue  such  course  as  they  might  choose.  On 
the  other  portion  of  his  observations,  I  repeated  in  substance  what 
I  had  told  Judge  Spencer ;  that  in  respect  to  certain  gentlemen, 
whose  opinion  &  censure  had  been  communicated  to  me  at  the 
time,  I  had  such  opinions  as  their  views  &  actions  warranted  me 
in  forming.  Appearances  &  professions  were  worth  nothing  when 
contradicted  by  facts.  The  coalition  with  Mr.  Clinton  put  me  out 
of  the  place,  which  they  professed  to  believe  me  entitled  to.  It 
was  mere  selfishness  &  hypocrisy,  with  which,  I  must  have  been 
weak  indeed,  to  have  been  deceived. 


CHAPTER  XXIV. 

Convention  of  1821  for  Amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  New  York — King  a 
Member — Moved  an  Order  of  Proceedings — Council  of  Revision  abolished 
— King's  Speech — Term  of  Governor — King  to  J.  A.  King — Right  of 
Suffrage — Speech  against  retaining  the  Word  Wkiie  in  the  Constitution — 
Objects  to  universal  Suffrage — King  to  J.  A.  King — Possible  endeavor  to 
restore  a  Council  of  Revision — Officeholders  prefer  it — J.  A.  King  to  King 
— Some  Friends  say  he  does  not  take  sufficient  Share  in  the  Debates — King 
to  C.  King — Objects  to  the  Election  of  Judges — The  Judges  should  with- 
draw from  the  Convention — King  to  J.  A.  King~Appointment  of  Magis- 
trates and  Sheriffs — King  to  C.  King — Objects  to  Appointment  of 
Magistrates  at  Headquarters — King's  Speech  on  Appointment  of  Justices 
of  the  Peace — Speech  on  choosing  Sheriffs — Should  be  by  the  Civil 
Authority — The  Judges  withdraw — King  to  C.  King — Great  Disappoint- 
ment because  Justices  not  to  be  chosen  at  Albany — King  to  Gore — Remarks 
on  the  Character  of  the  Convention  and  Results  so  far  obtained — Gore  to 
King — Letter  of  affectionate  Regard. 

The  Convention  which  had  been  called  in  the  State  of 
New  York  assembled  in  Albany  on  August  28,  1821,  and 
chose  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  as  its  President.  Mr.  Rufus 
King,  who  had  been  elected  a  delegate  from  Queens  County, 
addressed  the  Convention  on  August  30th,  suggesting  that  it 
was 

"  highly  important  to  proceed  correctly  and  judiciously  in  the 
outset  of  the  business  of  this  Convention  ...  to  preserve 
the  greatest  possible  harmony  and  good  feeling  ;  .  .  .  that  he 
would  propose  the  formation  of  a  committee  to  devise  the  manner 
in  which  it  was  expedient  to  take  up  the  business  ;  .  .  .  that 
such  a  course,  emanating  from  a  numerous  committee,  would  not 
be  likely  to  excite  jealousies,  nor  to  meet  personal  opposition,  but 
would,  in  his  opinion,  lead  the  Convention  to  such  a  calm,  tem- 
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perate  and  wise  deliberation  upon  the  matter  before  them,  as  the 
nature  of  the  subject  required.  ,  .  .  These  considerations 
forcibly  urge  the  observance  of  moderation,  mutual  confidence 
and  the  most  exemplary  prudence  in  our  proceedings."  * 

The  motion  was  unanimously  adopted,  and  the  next  day 
the  President  reported  the  names  of  thirteen  members,  the 
number  proposed,  to  constitute  the  committee,  Mr.  King 
being  the  chairman.  This  committee  reported  the  same 
afternoon,  distributing  to  ten  different  committees  the 
subjects  to  be  discussed,  to  report  whether  any  or  what 
amendments  to  the  existing  constitution  they  might  deem 
expedient,  Mr.  King  was  named  chairman  of  the  committee 
on  the  legislative  department. 

The  first  committee  to  report,  advised  that  the  Council 
of  Revision  be  abolished,  which,  having  been  amended  to 
read  should  be  "  abolished,"  was  unanimously  adopted.  At- 
tempts were  made  at  different  times  to  change  this  decision, 
but,  in  whatever  form  they  were  presented,  they  met  with  the 
same  fate.  The  committee  proposed  instead  of  the  Council  of 
Revision  that  a  bill  passed  by  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legisla- 
ture must  be  sent  to  the  Governor  for  his  approval,  when  it 
would  become  a  law.  If  he  disapproved,  the  bill  was  to  be 
returned  to  the  House  in  which  it  originated,  where  it  should 
then  be  reconsidered  and,  if  passed  again  by  two  thirds  of  the 
members  present  of  both  Houses,  become  a  law.  In  case 
the  Governor  should  not  return  it  in  ten  days,  it  would 
become  a  law.  This  was  passed  and  finally  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  100  to  17. 

On  September  6th,  Mr.  King  addressed  the  Convention  in  a 
speech  of  some  length  f  advocating  this  amendment,  showing 
its  wisdom,  and  especially  since  the  unanimous  abolition  of 
the  Council  of  Revision,  which  consisted  of  the  Governor  and 
the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court.     They  had  decided  that 

*  The  editor  refers  for  this  and  other  speeches  of  Mr.  King  to  Reports  and 
Proceediiigs  and  Debates  of  the  Convention  of  1821^  by  Carter  and  Stone. 
Albany,  1821.     This,  p,  31. 

f  Ibid,  page  "6. 
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it  was  wise  to  disconnect  the  legislative  and  judiciary,  so 
that  the  latter  should  no  longer  be  vested  with  any  portion  of 
the  revisionary  power. 

"  As  respects  the  power  of  the  executive,  the  object  of  placing 
the  same  "  [the  revisionary]  "  in  this  department  should  be  rightly 
understood.  To  exhibit  the  greatness  or  comparative  importance 
of  the  executive  can  never  be  a  motive  with  the  people  to  give 
large  powers  to  this  department.  But  as  very  large  powers  are 
given  to  the  legislature  which  may  be,  as  they  have  been,  abused 
— the  people  for  their  own  security,  and  in  order  that  the  powers 
placed  by  them  in  the  executive  and  judiciary  may  not  be  trampled 
upon,  will  invest  in  the  executive  a  power  that  may  be  adequate 
to  protect  the  people,  as  well  as  the  executive  and  judiciary- 
departments,  against  the  irregular  acts  of  the  legislature.  It  is 
therefore  for  the  safety  of  the  people,  and  in  order  that  the  three 
departments  of  government  which  they  have  established  may  be 
protected  against  the  unjust  proceedings  of  the  legislature,  that 
this  power  is  proposed  to  be  lodged  in  the  executive.  It  is  not 
the  man  who  may  chance  to  be  governor,  but  the  people  themselves, 
who,  through  him,  interpose  their  authority  to  check  the  irregu- 
larities of  the  legislature.     .     .     . 

"  The  authority  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  to 
which  all  the  states,  which  may  have  different  state  constitutions, 
have  unanimously  consented,  outweighs  that  of  certain  of  the  states, 
which  from  peculiar  circumstances,  may  have  either  omitted  or 
diminished  the  revising  power.  .  .  .  Instead  of  danger  from 
the  power  proposed  by  the  report  to  be  vested  in  the  executive,  is 
there  not  much  reason  to  fear,  that  the  power  will  be  more  rarely 
used  than  it  ought  to  be  ?  " 

The  committee  on  the  executive  reported  on  the  7th  of 
September  upon  the  changes  to  be  made.  The  executive 
ofificer  was  to  be  a  governor,  to  be  elected  by  ballot  by 
the  electors  qualified  to  vote  for  the  most  numerous  branch 
of  the  Legislature,  and  to  hold  his  office  for  two  years,  in- 
stead of  three  years,  as  under  the  existing  constitution,  and 
with  certain  qualifications  as  to  freehold,  residence,  age,  etc. 

Upon  this  report  there  was  very  considerable  discussion, 

VOL.    VI. — 26. 
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beginning  with  propositions  to  make  the  term  either  one  or 
tliree  years  instead  of  two.  The  first  vote  taken  accepted 
the  term  of  two  years.  A  few  days  afterward  this  decision 
was  reconsidered  and  the  period  of  one  year  was  adopted  by 
a  vote  of  55  to  53.     The  reports  say  that 

"  Mr.  King  spoke  at  length,  and  with  great  force,  against  the 
substitution  of  one  for  two  years  ;  but  the  frequent  low  tones  of 
his  voice  rendered  it  impossible  for  us  to  report  his  remarks." 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Albany,  Sept.  18,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Our  progress  in  the  Convention  is  slow,  but  I  preserve  my 
confidence  in  the  moderation  and  good  sense  of  the  members. 
Some  few  agitators  will  do  their  best  to  affect  alterations  wh.  wd. 
be  matter  of  regret  ;  but  their  success  is  dubious,  and  their  failure 
not  improbable.  On  reconsideration  in  a  thin  house  Genl.  Root 
prevailed  by  55,  to  53  to  make  the  Gov's  term  annual :  nearly  all 
his  strength  was  present  ;  the  absentees  are  generally  for  2  years  ; 
some  of  the  one  year  men  are  shaking,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
two  years  will  be  established. 

We  are  now  engaged  with  Mr.  Sanford's  Report  :  the  Patroon 
has  moved  an  amendment,  wh.  is  nominally  withdrawn,  in  order 
to  try  the  question  on  striking  out  the  word  white,  by  wh.  the  col- 
ored people  wd.  be  included.  I  think  it  an  uncertain  question.  .  .  . 
The  Patroon  proposes  that  every  citizen  who  has  resided  a  year 
in  the  state  and  six  months  in  the  town  or  city  where  he  claims 
to  vote,  who  shall  have  been  assessed  &  paid  within  2  yrs  any 
State,  town  or  County  or  City  tax,  and  the  sons  of  persons  quali- 
fied as  aforesaid  between  21  &  22  years  of  age,  shall  bean  Elector 
&c.  On  motion  of  Judge  Childs  none  but  a  native  Citzn.  can  be 
Governor.* 

Adieu  with  love  to  all 

R.  K. 

It  may  be  here  mentioned,  that  when  this  decision  of  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  was  reported,  at  a  later  period,  to 

*  The  committee  had  reported  that  he  must  have  "residence  of  fourteen 
years  in  the  United  States." 
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the  Convention  (Oct.  27th,  page  54*)  a  motion  was  made  to 
substitute  two  years  for  one.     Gen.  Root  said  in  opposition  : 

"  We  are  told  that  the  governor  should  be  elected  for  two  years, 
that  he  may  be  independent.  Independent  of  what  ?  Independ- 
ent of  the  people  for  whom  he  was  elected." 

Mr.  King  spoke  in  reply,  making  a  strong  argument  in 
favor  of  two  years.      He  said : 

"In  the  application  of  the  iQxm  zndepende?it to  the  executive, 
was  not  intended  an  independence  of  the  people,  but  a  situation 
in  which  the  governor  might  not  be  the  mere  instrument  of  the 
legislature.  .  .  .  That  within  the  short  period  of  an  annual 
term,  it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  governor  could  acquire 
all  the  information  which  was  necessary  to  enable  him  to  preside 
with  usefulness,  with  credit  to  himself,  or  to  the  state.  ...  It 
should  be  recollected,  that  it  is  not  for  the  sake  of  the  person, 
who  is  governor,  that  a  longer  term  is  desired  ;  but  on  account  of 
the  people,  for  whose  benefit  alone  the  governor  is  chosen.  .  .  . 
By  responsibility,  we  mean  the  obligation  due  from  one  to  whom 
power  is  given  by  another,  to  account  for  the  faithful  execution  of 
his  trust.  Thus  all  private  and  public  agents  are  responsible  to 
those  who  employ  them  ;  but  in  the  one  case  as  in  the  other,  time 
and  opportunity  must  be  allowed  for  the  due  consideration  and 
performance  of  the  duty  of  the  agent.  The  time  and  opportunity 
should  bear  a  due  proportion  to  the  magnitude  of  the  trust,  or  of 
the  duties  to  be  performed.  If  the  duties  are  few  or  unimportant 
the  time  for  their  execution  may,  without  injury,  be  short ;  if  other- 
wise, and  the  confided  power  be  great  and  complicated,  sufficient 
opportunity  should  be  allowed  to  the  agent,  not  only  to  become 
acquainted  with  such  duties,  but  for  the  discharge  of  the  same  ; 
and  it  would  be  unwise  to  require  an  account  before  such  oppor- 
tunity shall  have  been  afforded." 

The  question  was  settled  by  adopting  the  two  years'  term 
by  6^  to  47. 

*  The  paging  indicates  that  of  the  Report  of  the  Convention,  unless  otherwise 
noted. 
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In  a  letter  to  his  son,  Sept.  24th,  Mr.  King  said  : 

"We  are  engaged  in  the  right  of  suffrage  and,  at  present,  in  a 
motion  of  Ch.  Jus.  Spencer  to  give  the  election  of  senators  exclu- 
sively to  electors  having  a  legal  or  equitable  interest  in  his  own 
or  his  wife's  right  in  any  lands  or  tenements  in  this  state,  of  the 
value  of  250  Dolls. ;  over  and  above  all  debts  charged  thereon.* 
The  Chief  Justice,  Chan.  Kent,  Root,  Livingston,  Cramer,  Buel, 
Tompkins  and  Williams  have  hitherto  managed  the  debate." 

The  motion  of  Judge  Spencer,  after  a  long  debate,  in 
which  Mr.  King  does  not  appear  to  have  taken  part,  was  re- 
jected by  a  vote  of  100  noes  to  19  ayes. 

On  September  12th  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
elective  franchise  was  made,  giving  the  right  of  suffrage  to 
"  every  zvhite  male  citizen,"  etc.    Mr.  Jay  moved  on  the  19th 

"  that  the  word  ivhite  be  stricken  out.  Chancellor  Kent  sup- 
ported this  motion  and  among  other  reasons  suggested  that  the 
exclusion  of  negroes  might  be  opposed  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  which  provided  that  '  the  citizens  of  each  state  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the 
several  states. 

To  this  it  was  answered  that  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  applied  only  to  civil,  not  to  political  rights.  Mr.  King 
in  reply  said  that  he  would  at  this  time  reply  to  one  idea  f : 

"  That  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  is  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  any  acts  of  any  of  the  states.  It  is  a  compact,  to  which  the 
people  of  this  state,  with  those  of  the  other  states,  are  parties,  and 
cannot  recede  from  it  without  the  consent  of  all.  With  this  under- 
standing, let  me  ask,  what  is  the  meaning  of  the  provision  quoted  by 
the  gentlemen  from  Albany  (Mr.  Kent)  ?  Take  the  fact  that  a  citi- 
zen of  color,  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a  citizen,  comes  here. 
He  purchases  a  freehold  ;  can  you  deny  him  the  rights  of  an 
elector,  incident  to  his  freehold  ?  He  is  entitled  to  vote  because, 
like  any  other  citizen,  he  is  a  freeholder  ;  and  every  freeholder 

*  Page  215.  f  Page  191. 
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your  laws  entitle  to  vote.  He  comes  here,  he  purchases  property, 
he  pays  you  taxes,  conforms  to  your  laws  ;  how  can  you  then,  un- 
der the  article  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  which  has 
been  read,  exclude  him  ?  The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr. 
Radcliff)  thinks  that  the  meaning  of  this  provision  in  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  extends  only  to  civil  rights  ;  such  is  not 
the  text  ;  it  is  to  all  rights.  This  seems  to  me  to  lay  an  insupera- 
ble barrier  in  our  way.  I  am  at  the  same  time  free  to  confess 
that  I  am  fully  alive  to  the  difficulties  of  this  question,  tho'  I  do 
not  feel  that  they  do  now  press  upon  us.  I  am  not  sure  how  a 
black,  unless  born  free,  may  become  a  citizen  ;  a  man  born  a  slave 
cannot  be  a  citizen  ;  a  red  man  cannot  be  a  citizen  ;  they  cannot 
even  be  naturalized,  for  naturalization  can  only  be  effected  under 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  which  limit  it  to  the  whites.  The 
subject  is  evidently  full  of  difficulties,  though,  as  I  before  said, 
they  are  not  now  pressing.  But  the  period  is  not  distant  when 
they  must  be.*  As  certainly  as  the  children  of  any  white  man  are 
citizens,  so  certainly  the  children  of  the  black  men  are  citizens  ; 
and  they  must  in  time  raise  up  a  progeny,  which  will  be  disastrous 
to  the  other  races  of  this  country.  I  will  not  trouble  the  Conven- 
tion further  ;  but  I  thought  it  due  to  the  occasion  to  express  my 
opinion  of  the  constitutional  barriers  which  interpose  to  prevent 
our  retaining  the  '  white  '  in  the  clause." 

It  would  require  more  space  than  can  be  given  here  to 
follow  the  various  propositions  which  were  discussed  in  the 
Convention,  and  therefore  notice  will  be  taken  only  of  those 
in  which  Mr.  King's  views  were  expressly  given  both  in  the 
Convention  and  in  the  correspondence.  Upon  no  subject 
was  there  more  earnest  and  lengthened  discussion  than  on 
that  of  the  elective  franchise.  Mr.  King  in  a  letter  to  his 
son  Charles,  Sept.  30th,  says  : 

"  We  have  spent  several  days  in  attempting  to  ascertain  the 
qualifications  of  the  electors  of  the  executive  and  legislative 
officers  :  a  vote  passed  on  Friday  28th,  by  a  small  majority,  which 
is  but  universal  suffrage. f     .     .     .     Should  the  right  of  suffrage 

*  Slavery  was  in  existence  in  New  York  until  1827. 

f  This  was  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Wheeler,  requiring  only  age  and  residence  as 
qualifications  for  electors. 
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be  made  universal,  the  foundation   of   the   constitution  will  be 
such  as  to  impair  any  safe  reliance  on  the  superstructure.     ..." 

In  the  Convention,  (page  286),  he  is  reported  as  express- 
ing similar  sentiments : 

"  If  any  gentleman  had  supposed  him  to  be  in  favor  of 
universal  suffrage,  as  their  language  would  seem  to  imply,  they 
had  grossly  misapprehended  his  sentiments.  In  his  view  such  an 
extent  of  the  elective  franchise  would  be  in  the  highest  degree 
dangerous  :  no  government,  ancient  or  modern,  could  endure  it. 
So  far  as  he  was  acquainted,  public  opinion  did  not  require  it : 
he  was  certain  this  was  so  in  the  quarter  of  the  country  which  he 
represented,  and  he  believed  the  same  sentiments  were  entertained 
by  the  people  of  the  west.  He  was  acquainted  with  the  country 
whence  most  of  them  emigrated,  and  with  their  fathers,  and  was 
confident  the  sons  of  such  sires  could  not  entertain  such  ex- 
extravagant  sentiments.  The  protection  of  property  and  the 
encouragement  of  honest  industry  constituted  the  basis  of  civil 
society,  and  were  the  primary  objects  of  government.  The  pos- 
session of  property  was  generally  an  indication  of  other  qualifica- 
tions. He  would  exclude  all  who  had  not  the  capacity  to 
discriminate  between  candidates,  nor  the  independence  to  exercise 
the  right  discreetly.  In  his  view  universal  suffrage  was  perilous 
to  us  and  to  the  country  ;  and  if  it  were  sanctioned,  he  should 
regret  having  been  a  member  of  the  Convention." 

It  may  be  noticed  that  when  this  subject  was  resumed 
and  finally  passed  upon  Mr.  King  voted  against  the  article 
as  adopted,  in  which  the  only  property  qualification  was 
that  which  required  "  men  of  colour"  to  possess  a  freehold 
of  $250. 

There  was  a  long  debate  on  the  appointing  power  of  civil 
officers,  attempts  being  made  for  a  restoration  of  a  Council 
of  Revision,  instead  of  giving  this  power  to  the  Governor 
and  Senate.  Mr.  King  thus  alludes,  in  a  letter  to  his  son  of 
October  2d,  to  an  aspect  of  the  question  which  made  the 
solution  of  it  difficult  : 
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Dear  Sir  : 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Tuesday  Evg. ,  October  2,  1821. 


.  .  .  We  made  progress  onwards  to  the  Senate  as  the  con- 
senting body  on  the  Governor's  nomination.  There  we  are  to 
spend  some  time  and  still  more  on  the  appointment  of  Justices 
of  the  Peace  by  the  People.  Tho'  the  Council  of  Revision 
was  unanimously  voted  out,  there  is  a  liking  still  to  some  other 
Council  to  be  chosen  by  the  People  to  assist  the  Governor  ; 
but  its  friends  are  fearful.  .  .  .  The  People  are  wise  and 
fit  to  elect  all  the  great  officers,  Gov.,  Senators  and  Assembly- 
men, but  unworthy  and  not  safe  as  electors  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace.  The  plan  by  which  certain  local  chiefs  can  obtain  these 
offices  at  Albany,  suits  office  holders  and  demagogues  better  than 
election  by  the  People.  On  this  point  the  members  of  the  Con- 
vention are  much  divided.  The  college  of  electors,  even  of  New 
York,  is  shaken,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the  City  members  last  eve- 
ning, I  suspect  that  the  result  has  embarrassed  its  friends.  This 
breaking  in  upon  old  habits,  by  wh.  certain  classes,  or  their 
chiefs,  have  made  use  of  their  situation  to  distribute  the  offices, 
disturbs  office  holders  and  alarms  their  creators.  A  little  more 
time  may  afford  some  encouragement,  but  now  the  Convention 
is  in  great  conflict  and  disorder.  Meetings  from  house  to  house 
are  more  attended  to,  than  concerted  measures  within  the  Capitol. 

Yrs  R.  K. 


J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

New  York,  Oct.  3,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  heard  that  some  complaints  are  made  in  New  York 
that  you  do  not  take  the  share  in  the  debates,  which  it  was 
hoped  that  you  would  have  done,  and  that  when  you  do,  your 
remarks  are  frequently  in  so  low  a  tone  as  to  be  inaudible  to  a 
portion  of  the  Convention.  I  think  that  things  have  now  come 
to  that  pass,  that  all  those  considerations  which  may  have  hitherto 
restrained  you,  should  be  laid  aside  and  that  your  future  course 
in  such  part  as  you  may  choose  to  take,  should  be  more  dis- 
tinctly marked   and  felt  ;  this  would    afford   an    opportunity  to 
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those  who  are  in  sentiment  with  you  of  also  taking  their  ground 
in  a  more  energetic  manner.  My  solicitude  and  anxiety  on  your 
account  has  induced  me  to  hazard  these  remarks,  and  at  the  same 
time  being  unwilling  that  smaller  and  inferior  men  should  reap 
the  harvest  of  public  gratitude  when  the  master  workmen  are  in 
the  field. 

affectionately  yours  John  A.  King. 

This  criticism  was  not  well  founded,  for  an  examination 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention  will  show  that  where 
it  was  wise  to  do  so  he  was  always  prompt  to  take  a  proper 
share  in  shaping  the  results.  He  himself  shows  how  certain 
parties  sought  to  control  the  convention. 


R.  King  to  C.  King 

Albany,  Oct.  4,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  ,  A  proposal  will  be  made  to  elect  the  Justices  ;  this  will 
be  done  by  one  of  the  N.  Yk.  Deputies  ;  notice  is  already  given 
that  added  to  this  proposal,  a  motion  will  be  made  also  to  elect 
the  Chancellor  &  Judges,  while  all  prudent  men,  know  that  this 
would  evince  great  want  of  experience,  and  be  materially  injuri- 
ous, to  the  establishment,  of  an  upright,  and  learned  Bench.  It  is 
not  extraordinary  after  the  practices  by  which  some  of  our  Judges 
have  become  obnoxious  political  partizans,  that  discontent,  and 
insecurity  as  regards  the  Judiciary  should  exist  among  the  people, 
and  particularly  so  among  those  who  are  of  the  Convention. 

It  must  be  already,  or  in  our  progress  will  become,  evident  to 
the  Judges,  that  the  best  interest  of  their  stations,  whether  as  per- 
sonal or  public  considerations,  required  that  they  shd.  have  con- 
fined themselves  to  their  office,  and  declined  becoming  members 
of  the  Convention. 

Their  being  so  disserves  those  interests,  and  principles,  the  sup- 
port whereof  calls  for  all  the  influence  and  discretion  of  the  ablest 
and  wisest  men  of  the  Convention. 

Without  concert  with  these  gentlemen,  men  are  thrown  into 
connexion  with  them,  in  debate,  as  well  as  in  votes  ;  their  union 
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in  these  cases  occasions  not  only  displeasure,  but  distrust,  in  the 
minority,  who  imagine  a  feeling,  which  does  not  exist  in  favor  of 
the  conduct  «Sc  character  of  the  Judges. 

The  Constitution  will  not  be  as  sound,  and  provisions  which  we 
may  regret,  may  obtain  insertion  in  the  Constitution,  by  the  pres- 
sure and  agency  of  the  Judges  ;  and  it  is  not  sure  that  personal 
provisions  respecting  them,  and  wh.  discretion  wd.  not  approve  in 
ordinary  circumstances,  may  not  be  brought  forward  and  estab- 
lished. 

In  general  the  surface  is  smooth,  tho'  much  of  the  motives  which 
stir  men  up  exists  among  us — If  the  Judges  would  withdraw  and 
attend  the  sittings  at  Utica,  their  and  our  condition  wd.  be  bene- 
fitted :  they  last  evg.  had  the  subject  under  consideration.  It  is 
probable  that  one  only  of  the  members  will  withdraw,  and  go  to 
Utica. 

I  wish  much  to  speak  out,  &  openly  on  this  subject :  but  you 
can  imagine  difficulties  wh.  restrain  me.  On  this  particular  mat- 
ter, if  any  of  the  Gentn.  give  me  the  opportunity,  I  will  explain 
myself  fully  tho  not  disrespectfully  to  them.  I  much  desire  that 
they  wd.  withdraw. 

Yrs  truly 

Pv.  K 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Albany,  Saturday,  6  Oct.,  1821. 
Dear  Sib^  : 

.  .  .  The  Convention  is  engaged  on  Van  Buren's  report  ; 
and  the  mode  of  appointing  magistrates  and  sheriffs  is  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  embarrassment.  It  is  said  that  of  the  356 
towns  in  the  State  300  or  more  are  federal,  but  as  the  County 
courts  are  generally,  if  not  universally  republican,  in  our  mode  of 
nominating  or  appointing,  the  actual  ascendency  will  be  main- 
tained ;  in  the  other,  the  magistrates  will  partake  of  both  charac- 
ters in  the  political  parties  ;  thus  a  temporary  cause  is  to  have  a 
permanent  effect  in  establishing  provisions  of  the  Constitution  : 
the  determination  of  this  point,  is  uncertain  ;  much  excitement 
is  created  by  it  and  indications  of  a  want  of  moderation  are 
visible, 

R.  K. 
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R'.  King  to  C.  King. 

Albany,  Tuesday,  g  Oct.,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  Suffrage  question  as  reported  by  the  Comee.  of  13.  is  es- 
tablished ;  it  is  in  effect  universal  suffrage  ;  the  colored  people 
except  such  as  own  freeholds  of  250  Dol.  are  exempt  from  direct 
taxes,  and  denied  a  suffrage. 

We  are  again  on  the  appointing  power,  particularly  on  that  of 
Justices  of  the  Peace — the  question  occurs  on  a  motion  to  recon- 
sider the  vote  which  negatived  the  appt.  by  town  meetings.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  the  vote  will  be  reconsidered — had  the  Judges 
been  out  of  the  Convention,  this,  and  other  important  questions 
wd.  have  been  otherwise  settled  :  the  jealousy  is  extreme,  and  will 
probably  assume  a  personal  direction  ;  in  which  case  the  effect 
can  not  be  doubted. 

It  is  perseveringly  insisted  on,  that  the  control  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  magistrates  must  be  at  head  quarters  :  nothing  short  of 
this,  as  we  are  told,  will  prevent  the  State's  falling  under  the  influ- 
ence and  direction  of  bad  men,  at  whose  head  would  be  soon 

& .     I  know  nothing  of  the  political  bearing  of  the  question, 

but  from  the  greater  difficulties  which  attend  any  other  mode,  I 
am  persuaded  that  election  in  towns  would  afford  the  best  magis- 
trates. This  however  will,  as  I  conjecture,  fail — and  fail  by  the 
presence  and  interference  of  the  Judges. 

I  conjecture  that  much  apprehension  exists  in  respect  to  the 
judiciary  report  ;  and  that  doubts  exist  whether  it  will  be  for,  or 
against,  the  interest  of  the  Judges  to  be  present  on  the  discussion 
of  the  questions  which  will  then  occur.  I  cannot  feel  any  hesita- 
tion in  concluding  that  their  presence  will  be  of  no  benefit  to 
themselves  or  to  the  department  to  which  they  belong.     .     .     . 

yrs 

R.  K. 

After  considerable  discussion  on  several  occasions,  the 
Convention,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  decided  to  make  the 
appointment  of  justices  of  the  peace  an  act  of  the  county 
authorities.  The  supervisors  and  the  courts  of  common 
pleas  were  each  to  select  a  list  of  as  many  justices  as  were  to 
be  chosen,  and  then  to  meet  and  compare  the  names  upon 
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their  lists ;  if  they  agree  then  the  persons  named  shall  be 
justices;  if  they  shall  disagree,  those  on  which  they  agree 
shall  be  justices  and  the  remaining  number  shall  be  chosen 
from  the  others  by  joint  ballot  of  the  supervisors  and  judges. 
On  the  final  adoption  of  this  section,  the  last  clause  directed 
that  the  names  respecting  which  the  county  of^cers  dis- 
agreed were  to  be  sent  to  the  Governor,  who  should  fill  up 
the  required  number  from  them. 

Mr.  King  in  his  remarks  upon  the  subject  said  :  * 

"  The  chief  object  (of  the  amendment)  is  to  separate  from  the 
seat  of  government  the  appointment  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  ; 
whether  such  appointment  be  made  in  town  meetings,  or  in  any 
other  satisfactory  mode  within  the  several  counties,  is  not  so  ma- 
terial as  that  it  shall  be  withdrawn  from  the  governor  and  sent 
into  the  counties.  .  .  .  The  question  is  whether  a  town  meet- 
ing be  competent  to  elect  a  justice  of  the  peace.  What  qualifica- 
tion is  necessary  to  make  this  appointment  ?  The  ability  to 
distinguish  among  the  candidates,  so  as  to  select  him  who  possesses 
wisdom,  integrity,  and  learning  sufficient  to  discharge  the  duties 
of  the  office  :  and  who  are  so  capable  of  knowing  these  qualifica- 
tions in  the  inhabitants  of  any  town,  as  the  inhabitants  themselves  ? 
I  am  for  confirming  to  the  people  the  choice  of  their  own  magis- 
trates ;  and  confidently  believe  that  we  shall  thereby  obtain  a  more 
honest,  enlightened  and  prudent  magistracy  than  has  before 
existed  among  us." 

In  the  matter  of  choosing  sheriffs,  a  different  principle  was 
to  be  recognized.     Mr.  King  remarked  that  f 

"  In  the  election  of  the  magistracy  in  the  different  towns  of  this 
state,  the  capacity  of  the  people  to  choose  was  alone  drawn  in 
question.  .  .  .  But  the  case  of  the  sheriffs  was  far  different, 
.  .  .  The  executive  was  charged  by  the  constitution  with  faith- 
ful execution  of  the  laws.  ...  If  there  was  any  power  which 
in  its  very  nature  required  to  be  indivisible,  it  was  the  executive. 
.     .     .     To  divide  that  power  is  to  weaken  and  destroy  it.    .    .    . 

*  Page  381.  f  Page  386. 
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But  that  portion  of  the  appointing  power,  which  is  executive  in 
its  very  nature,  must  be  given  to  the  executive  department.  Such 
is  the  power  of  appointing  to  the  office  of  sheriff.  .  .  .  The 
sheriffs  are  ministerial  officers,  directly  connected  with  the  su- 
preme executive.  He  is  responsible  for  the  execution  of  the  laws, 
and  they  are  the  agents  and  instruments  with  which  he  is  to  execute 
them.  .  .  .  They  must  be  responsible  to  the  executive  and 
derive  their  authority  from  that  source.  ...  In  order  to  se- 
cure this  responsibility,  the  executive  power  must  be  united,  con- 
solidated and  connected  in  all  its  ramifications  with  the  supreme 
government  of  the  state." 

The  Convention  however  decided  that  the  sheriffs  and 
county  clerks  should  be  chosen  by  the  electors  of  the  re- 
spective counties  every  three  years. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Albany,  Oct  14,  1821. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

I  received  in  due  course,  and  before  I  left  Jamaica,  your  letter 

enclosing  that  wh.  Ch.  Justice  Parker  had  written  to  you,  respecting 

the  amendments  wh.  were  proposed  to  your  Constitution  ;  and 

some  days  since  your  affectionate  letter  of  September.*     We  have 

*  C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Sept.  21,  1 821. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

I  was  gratified  by  your  letter  from  Albany,  for  although  out  of  the  world, 
I  am  still  interested  by  what  my  friends  (especially  yourself,  with  whom  I 
bless  God  I  have  enjoyed  an  uninterrupted  harmony  for  now  nearly  half  a 
century)  do  in  its  affairs  and  in  promotion  of  the  public  good  and  their  own 
fame. 

I  still  linger  out  a  painful  and  useless  existence  with  sufficient  disease  to 
smother  the  little  light  and  intelligence  I  once  possessed  and  of  sufficient 
force  to  benumb  all  those  faculties  which  either  give  or  receive  joy  without 
power  to  end  the  source  of  pain  and  sorrow.  I,  however,  ought  not  to  com- 
plain ;  for  I  have  all  the  relief  that  skill  can  afford,  and  every  attention  that 
the  most  unbounded  affection  and  most  assiduous  care  can  afford.  Surely  then 
I  ought  to  bear  with  patience  what  I  can  neither  cure  nor  avoid  and  from  what 
we  are  not   permitted   to  escape.     .     .     .     Mrs.  G.  enjoys  good  health  and 
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been  together  almost  seven  weeks  ;  and  in  the  way  we  proceed, 
I  can  see  no  period  when  we  may  expect  to  complete  our  work. 

Our  Convention  are  not  a  numerous  body  and  it  seemed  reason- 
able to  hope  that  on  this  account,  as  well  as  on  some  others,  the 
whole  body  being  natives  of  this,  or  the  neighbouring  states,  we 
should  proceed  harmoniously  ;  and  that  the  general  principles 
or  experienced  truths,  by  which  we  should  be  guided  in  repairing 
our  Constitution,  would  not  be  denied  or  contested.  A  little 
harmony  is  a  dangerous  thing,  and  occasionally  excites,  or 
encourages,  a  sort  of  confidence,  which  disqualifies  rather  than 
assists  men  in  the  arts  as  also  in  the  sciences.  One  every  day 
becomes  more  and  more  confirmed  in  the  fact,  that  education 
and  early  habits  have  more  influence  on  our  opinions  than  the 
reflections  and  examinations  of  mature  life.  Our  population  is 
nearly  divided  between  the  old  and  the  new  inhabitants.  The 
latter  are  out  of  New  England,  whose  laws,  customs  and  usages 
differ  from  those  of  N.  York,  These  considerations  have  no 
small  influence  in  creating  unexpected  difficulties  and  delays  in 
the  business  of  the  Convention.  They  are  felt  in  almost  every 
measure  that  we  examine,  and  from  the  portion  of  reading  and 
information  that  we  possess,  every  rule  or  maxim  which  is  made 
use  of  to  settle  points  of  discussion,  are  themselves  made  the 
subject  of  more  discussion  and  proof.  So  that  these  truths  which 
might  under  different  circumstances  be  made  use  of  to  prove 
other  truths,  are  themselves  questioned.  This  difficulty,  felt  on 
all  occasions,  will  I  apprehend  be  much  increased,  when  we  come 
to  the  judicial  department ;  there  being  an  opinion  entertained 
by  too  many  persons  not  only  that  a  separate  Court  of  Chancery 
is  useless,  but  that  the  Nisi  Prius  system  sh.  be  changed  for  dis- 
trict courts.  Should  this  error  prevail,  we  shall  destroy  the  judicial 
department  in  this  State. 

I  see  little  prospect  of  getting  thro'  with  our  business  before 

desires  her  affectionate  regards  to  you  with  best  wishes  for  your  health  & 
happiness. 

Faithfully  &  affectionately  your  friend 

C.  Gore. 
Many  other  letters  show  how  faithfully  and  lovingly  he  was  at  this  time  car- 
ing for  and  watching  over  his  friend's  son,  Frederick,  who  was  pursuing  his 
studies  at  Harvard  and  who  looked  up  to  him  and  his  wife  with  as  much  fond- 
ness as  to  his  own  parents. — Editor. 
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the  early  part  of  Nov.,  and  fear  that  we  may  be  detained  beyond 
that  time. 

It  was  my  hope  and  intention  to  have  been  able  to  make  you  a 
visit  this  fall,  but  Congress  will  meet  on  the  3d.  of  Dec,  and  I 
shall  barely  have  time  to  put  my  affairs  in  order  for  the  winter 
before  I  shall  be  obliged  to  set  out  for  Washington.  I  add  at 
present  affectionate  regards  to  Mrs.  G.,  and  assurance  of  the 
attachment  with  which  I  am  my  dear  friend  always  and  faith- 
fully yours, 

RuFus  King. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Oct.  20,  1821. 

.  .  .  The  appointment  of  the  Justices  in  the  Counties  has 
excited  great  uneasiness  among  the  members  of  the  Convention. 
Had  not  this  plan  been  agreed  to,  I  have  no  doubt  that  they  w'd 
have  been  made  elective  by  the  towns,  a  measure  more  abhorred 
than  that  wh.  has  been  agreed  on.  In  the  other  case  is  a  sketch 
of  my  observations  on  the  plan  to  elect  sheriffs  wh.  has  been 
adopted  :  it  will  turn  out  badly,  at  least  so  I  fear. 

The  whole  of  the  Judges  will  go  to  Utica.  They  will  ask  leave 
of  absence  tomorrow  or  Friday.  I  find  that  the  party  who  de- 
sired to  bring  the  final  appointment  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  to 
Albany  are  deeply  disappointed  &  discontented  :  the  defeat  of 
this  plan  is  ascribed  to  the  City  Delegation,  and  a  spirit  of 
jealousy  if  not  animosity  becomes  more  evident  in  respect  to  the 
probable  influence  which  the  City  will  acquire  under  the  new 
order  of  things. 

It  may  be  desirable  to  appease  this  temper,  &  perhaps  some- 
thing ought  to  be  attempted  in  this  respect. 

R.  K. 

On  Oct.  22d  Mr.  King  writes  to  C.  King: 

"  The  Chief  Justice  today  asked  leave  of  absence  for  himself 
&  Colleagues  for  a  fortnight  to  attend  the  term  at  Utica.  They 
leave  town  tomorrow  and  on  their  own  account,  as  well  as  on  ac- 
count of  the  depending  business,  their  absence  will  be  advan- 
tageous. 

"  The  Ch.  Justice  observed  that  in  accepting  his  seat,  he  had  ex- 
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pected  that  the  business  of  the  Convention  would  have  been 
finished  in  time  to  attend  the  Utica  Term  ;  but  this  not  being  the 
case,  he  thought  it  to  be  his  paramount  duty  to  ask  leave  of  the 
Convention  to  be  absent  for  a  fortnight  in  order  that  he  &  his 
colleagues  might  attend  the  term.  R.  K." 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

King  to  C.  King — Political  Aspect  of  the  Convention — King  to  C.  King — 
Power  of  Impeachment  in  the  Assembly — Pledge  of  School  and  Canal 
Funds — King  objects  to  incorporating  in  the  Constitution  the  present  legal 
Provision  to  abolish  Slavery  in  the  State — King  to  C.  King — Proposition 
to  adjourn  fora  Time  and  to  confer  with  their  Constituents — Plan  to  change 
the  Judiciary — Conversation  with  Chancellor  Kent  especially  relative  to 
Power  of  Juries  in  Cases  of  Libel — Van  Buren  to  J.  A.  King — Glad  to  be 
a  Member  of  the  Convention — Adjournment  of  the  Convention — King  to 
Gore — Estimate  of  the  Work  of  the  Convention — King  to  Gore — The  Al- 
bany Scene  instructive  to  him — King — Memoranda — Election  of  Speaker 
of  House  of  Representatives — Missouri's  Exclusion  of  free  Negroes  uncon- 
stitutional— Choice  of  Postmasters  in  New  York — Spain  and  St.  Mary's 
River — French  Demands  relative  to  Commerce  in  Louisiana — General 
Lee's  Son  appointed  a  Midshipman — Ingraham  and  Pleasanton  Papers 
relative  to  Mr.  Monroe  and  Clinton  in  1816 — King  to  C.  King — Chaplains 
of  Congress — King  to  J.  A.  King — Thinks  better  of  the  Constitution — 
Fears  as  to  its  Adoption — Failure  to  be  regretted. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Albany,  Oct.  15,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  affairs  of  the  Convention  are  to  my  apprehension  in  a  con- 
dition little  satisfactory.  ...  I  begin  to  feel  no  small  uneasi- 
ness in  respect  to  the  issue  of  our  meeting.  Perhaps  the  mode  of 
our  proceedings,  wh.  is  unusual,  and  the  want  of  a  better  know- 
ledge of  men's  views,  may  create  unnecessary  alarm  :  I  hope  this 
may  prove  to  be  the  case.  I  find  less  communication  of  the  views 
of  men  with  whom  I  am  disposed  to  cooperate,  than  I  had  ex- 
pected ;  suspicion  and  jealousies,  are  more  extensive  than  we 
could  have  anticipated. 

The  Deputies  from  the  City  are  under  embarrassment ;  they  are 
opposed  here,  and  not  supported  at  home.     The  men,  with  whom 

416 
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I  am,  appear  to  be  honest  men,  who  aim  at  the  public  good  ;  but 
their  influence  will  be  entirely  destroyed,  if  their  opponents  become 
convinced  that  they  are  not  only  unsupported,  but  that  their  views 
are  disapproved  by  their  Constituents.  Opinions  to  this  effect  are 
industriously  circulated  here. 

I  do  not  know  to  what  extent  former  jealousies  of  Tammany 
Hall  have  prevailed  among  the  leaders  of  the  North  ;  but  I  think 
I  can  perceive,  that  there  is  no  confidence  or  cordiality  between 
them.  All  this  will  work  not  favorably,  in  the  further  progress  of 
the  Convention.  If  it  be  the  opinion  of  the  City,  that  a  central 
power  in  respect  to  Appointment  shd.  be  established  here,  let  it 
be  openly  avowed  ;  in  this  case  the  Council  of  Appointment  may 
yet  be  reinstated,  for  the  V,  Pr.  said  on  Saturday  '*  that  it  was  not 
within  the  wit  of  man,  and  that  he  defied  the  wisdom  of  the  Con- 
vention, to  devise  a  better  plan  than  the  Council  of  Appointment  " 
— coupling  this  declaration  with  the  disapprobation  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  Magistrates  in  the  Counties,  which  is  asserted  to  prevail 
in  N  York,  it  will  not  be  extraordinary  if  we  shall  see  strange  pro- 
ceedings on  this  subject ;  for  my  own  part,  I  am  unable  to  meas- 
ure the  depth,  or  breadth  of  the  politics  wh.  prevail  around  me. 
I  have  no  other  guide  than  that  of  my  own  experience,  assisted 
by  the  principles  which  I  know  to  be  honest,  and  applicable  to 
the  work  before  me. 

I  often  wish  that  I  had  not  come  hither  :  and  fear  that  nothing 
will  occur  to  change  my  anticipations  :  but  enough. 

R.  K. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Wednesday,  17  Oct, 

.  .  .  The  power  of  impeachment  is  vested  in  a  majority  of 
the  members  elect  of  the  Assembly,  and  all  Officers  holding  their 
offices  during  good  behaviour  may  be  removed  by  joint  resolution 
of  the  two  houses  of  the  Legislature  :  Provided  that  two  thirds  of 
the  members  elect  of  the  Assembly,  and  a  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers elect  of  the  Senate  concur  therein.  It  was  proposed,  & 
negatived,  that  on  such  resolution  the  Govr.  in  his  discretion 
might  remove. 

The  constitutional  pledge  of  the  School  Fund,  and  of  the  Canal 
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Fund,  are  very  important  decisions  :  it  created  the  most  earnest 
debate  we  iiave  had.  I  send  you  the  decision  on  the  final  ques- 
tion. I  foresee  great  difficulties  respecting  the  judiciary  report. 
When  we  have  got  thro'  with  the  Senate  Districts  I  shall  think 
myself  a  little  relieved,  and  be  at  leisure  to  get  some  exercise, 
which  I  feel  the  want  of. 

R.  K. 

Among  other  provisions  proposed  in  the  Convention  was 
one  relative  to  slavery  in  the  State  to  be  incorporated 
in  the  constitution.*     Mr.  King  objected  to  this : 

"  A  few  days  ago,  a  motion  was  made  to  shorten  the  time  during 
which  the  remaining  slaves  within  this  state  should  continue  to 
serve  their  masters,  and  to  declare  in  the  constitution,  that  slavery 
does  not  exist  in  the  state.  The  consequences  of  this  declaration 
would  be  the  immediate  freedom  of  these  persons.  It  is  known 
that  many  of  them  are  old,  and  that  all  are  without  the  habits 
which  would  enable  them  to  provide  for  their  own  subsistence. 
By  the  law  of  the  state  they  will  be  free  in  1827,  and,  in  the 
meantime,  measures  may  be  devised  for  their  support  and  pro- 
tection when  emancipated  ;  for  this  reason,  and  it  was  a  sufficient 
one,  the  convention  negatived  the  motion. 

"  It  is  now  proposed  to  insert  in  the  constitution  a  provision 
confirming  the  law  by  which  the  slaves  within  this  state  will  be 
free  in  1827.  By  voting  for  this  provision,  those  who  the  other 
day,  voted  against  immediate  emancipation,  will  manifest  their 
motive,  in  doing  so,  to  have  been  in  kindness  to  the  slaves,  and 
the  provision  will  also  restrain  the  legislature  from  prolonging 
slavery  beyond  1827.  Nothing  concerning  slavery  is  now  in  the 
constitution.  The  votes  of  those,  who  with  me  were  opposed  to 
immediate  emancipation,  require  no  other  explanation  than  the 
pernicious  effects  to  the  public,  as  well  as  to  the  slaves  themselves, 
of  such  emancipation.  On  this  account  therefore  the  provision 
proposed  to  be  inserted  in  the  constitution,  is  not  requisite. 

"  As  a  check  on  the  legislature,  it  is  equally  unnecessary.  The 
truth  and  force  of  public  opinion  on  this  subject,  is  a  sufficient  re- 
straint on  the  legislature,  and   there  is  therefore  no  reason  to 

*  Page  497. 
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apprehend  that  the  legislature,  from  any  motive,  can  be  prevailed 
on  to  postpone  the  day  of  emancipation.  If  a  constitutional 
provision  on  this  subject  be  not  necessary  it  should  not  be  made, 
because  every  act  of  this  character  adopted  by  one  of  the  states, 
does  not  fail  to  excite  strong  feelings  in  other  states,  which  in 
these  respects  are  less  happy  than  ourselves.  Against  this 
provision  it  is  moreover  urged,  that  if  we  omit  to  mention  it  in 
our  constitution,  it  may  hereafter  be  forgotten  that  slavery  once 
existed  in  the  state.  The  suggestion  may  appear  to  be  more 
specious  than  solid  though  it  is  possible  that  we  may  be  as  fortu- 
nate as  our  ancestors. 

"  It  is  now  the  proud  boast  of  England,  that  the  moment  a  slave 
stands  on  the  soil,  or  breathes  her  air,  he  becomes  a  free  man.  Yet 
we  are  informed  that  time  was  when  England  sold  Englishmen  into 
foreign  bondage  ;  and  that  so  great  was  the  number  of  English 
youths  sent  for  sale  to  the  Irish  markets,  that  Ireland  passed  a 
non-importation  law  to  keep  them  out.  If  this  practice  of  ancient 
times  be  almost  sunk  in  oblivion,  does  not  the  circumstance  en- 
courage us  to  hope  that  the  enslaving  of  black  men  may  hereafter 
be  forgotten  ;  and  should  we  not  forbear  to  make  our  constitution 
a  record  thereof  ? " 

A  committee  of  thirteen  was  appointed  to  take  into 
consideration  the  various  propositions  relative  to  the  di- 
vision of  the  State  into  senatorial  districts.  Mr.  King  was 
chairman,  and  in  a  letter  to  his  son  Charles  of  the  20th 
says : 

"  Committee  will  unanimously  report  in  favor  of  a  division  of 
the  state  into  8  equal  senate  districts,  so  that  each  district  will 
choose  four  senators,  and  one  of  them  annually.  Perhaps  this 
division  of  8  equal  districts  will  be  made  permanent,  and  no  other 
power  vested  in  the  legislature  except  to  equalize  them,  but  so 
that  contiguous  territory  and  the  counties  be  always  preserved," 

In  this  same  letter  he  speaks  of  the  report  on  the  judici- 
ary— in  which  many  changes  were  expected  to  be  made  both 
as  to  its  constitution  and  especially  as  to  the  chancery 
powers. 
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"  Some  would  abolish  the  chancery  as  a  separate  court  &  give 
chancery  powers  to  the  district  courts  and  court  of  appeals. 
What  is  the  general  temper  of  the  House  it  is  difficult  for  me 
to  decide  ;  but  I  have  no  difficulty  in  saying  what  all  intelligent 
men  in  the  Convention  by  this  time  understand,  that  if  the  judiciary 
system  should  be  changed  or  broken  up,  as  there  is  reason  to 
apprehend  may  happen,  it  will  be  in  consequence  of  the  odiousness 
of  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  present  judges.  The  feelings  of 
men  are  deep  and  strong  on  this  subject,  and  the  smallest  en- 
couragement would  lead  to  steps  which  would  crush  the  offenders 
at  once." 

The  chancery  court  was  not  abolished,  but  the  Legislature 
was  authorized  to  grant  equity  powers  to  other  courts, 
subject  to  an  appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  chancellor. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Alby.,  Sunday,  21  Oct.,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  perhaps  went  too  far  in  saying  that  nobody  here  talks  of 
adjourning  ;  today  for  the  first  time  it  was  suggested  to  me,  that 
it  would  be  expedient  to  commit  the  various  measures  and 
resolves,  to  wh.  the  Convention  shall  have  agreed,  to  a  Committee 
to  arrange  the  same  either  in  connexion  with,  or  as  a  supple- 
ment to,  the  Constitution,  and  to  adjourn  for  two  or  three  weeks 
to  give  time  to  the  Comee.  to  perform  this  service,  and  to  the 
members  to  confer  with  their  Constituents.  I  cannot  believe 
that  this  opinion,  or  wish  is  of  much  extent.  It  is  certain  that 
deep  dissatisfaction  exists  among  the  western  members,  and  some 
others,  respecting  the  local  appointment  of  Justices  of  the  Peace. 
They  are  also  displeased  with  the  constitutional  pledge  of  the  salt 
tax  &  tolls  ;  a  temper  which  leaves  no  doubt,  that,  without  such 
security,  the  revenue  from  this  source  would  be  before  long 
diverted  or  repealed. 

The  letter  continues  with  an  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  Convention,  especially  in  reference  to  the  proposition 
to  abolish  the  court  of  chancery  and  to  establish  district 
courts  and  a  supreme  court  with  chancery  powers. 
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There  is  some  cause  to  believe  that  Ch.  Justice  Spencer  is  in 
favor  of  the  plan  of  District  Judges,  who  are  to  hold  circuits 
within  their  respective  Districts  ;  the  appeal  from  these  courts  to 
be  made  to  the  Supreme  Court,  which  would  by  this  plan,  be 
relieved  from  going  on  the  Circuits,  &  allowed  to  remain  station- 
ary at  the  Seat  of  Govt. 

If  instead  of  the  project  of  the  Ch.  Justice,  the  whole  judiciary 
system  be  broken  up,  including  the  Supreme  Court,  it  would 
have  been  wiser  that  he  had  been  silent.  The  Chancellor,  [Kent] 
who  has  the  confidence  of  the  Convention,  is  indeed  a  favorite, 
made  a  learned,  and  sensible  speech  to-day  on  the  subject  of  the 
Chancery  Court.  The  simplicity  and  frank  manner  with  which 
he  speaks,  united  with  his  learning,  gives  to  what  he  says  much 
influence.  On  Saturday  last  he  took  an  indiscreet  part,  in  a 
discussion  on  an  amendment  to  the  Bill  of  rights,  as  it  is  called, 
wh.  provides  in  suits  on  Libel  that  the  truth  may  be  given  in 
evidence  to  the  Jury  ;  and  if  in  their  opinion  the  same  was 
published  with  good  motives  &c — the  same  shall  be  a  full 
justification.  The  article  as  drawn  up  by  the  Ch.  Justice,  reserved 
to  the  Judges  the  power  of  preventing  the  evidence  from  going 
to  the  Jury  if  in  their  opinion  such  motives  did  not  exist.     .     .     . 

The  question  was  taken  up  Ayes  &  Noes,  and  decided  in  favor 
of  the  power  of  the  Jury  by  all  the  votes  except  lo.  or  12. 

I  saw  the  Chancellor  this  evening,  and  told  him  that  while  it 
was  apparent  that  his  character  &  influence  were  such  as  his 
friends  must  be  gratified  with  ;  he  could  not  be  insensible  of  the 
entire  loss  of  confidence,  with  wh.  certain  of  his  Brothers  were 
regarded  :  that  they  had  not  only  deeply  impaired  their  own 
reputation  but  essentially  and  most  injuriously  affected  the 
Department  to  wh.  they  belong.  He  must  see,  and  lament,  the 
temper  which  is  almost  universal,  respecting  the  Judiciary,  and 
the  imminent  danger  to  wh.  it  is  exposed  :  it  was  by  no  means 
certain,  that  the  Supreme  Court  could  be  preserved  ;  on  the  con- 
trary it  is  even  probable  that  some  step  may  be  taken  by  which 
the  Judges  will  be  removed. 

With  his  character,  &  the  public  esteem  wh.  he  possesses,  I 
took  the  liberty  to  caution  him  in  the  part  he  might  take  in  this 
very  important  occasion  ;  alluding  to  the  debate  respecting  the 
power  of  Juries  in  case  of  Libel,  I  remarked  that  he  had  gone 
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too  far,  not  only  as  respects  the  Law,  but  especially  in  appearing 
to  countenance  and  defend  those,  who  should  be  left  to  take 
care  of  themselves  ;  that  if  he  was  on  the  edge  of  the  whirlpool, 
there  was  no  prudence  in  plunging  into  it. 

He  said  he  had  inadvertently  engaged  in  the  question,  and  was 
carried  farther  than  he  had  intended  ;  he  was  quite  sensible  of 
his  own  situation,  &  not  unapprized  of  that,  in  which  others  were 
placed  ;  he  shd.  in  future  abstain.  After  speaking  of  the  past,  he 
said  that  the  receit  of  the — Dollars  from — could  never  be  ex- 
plained away — adding  "  haerit  lateri  lethalis  arundo."  * 

R.  K. 


M.  V.  BuREN  TO  J.  A.  King. 

October  28th,  1821. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

The  papers  have  informed  you  of  all  that  has  been  done  on  the 
stage  which  I  hope  you  may  be  able  to  approve.  What  has 
passed  behind  the  scenes  they  have  not  spoken  of  because  they 
were  not  advised  :  still  there  has  been  a  great  deal  transacted 
there  worthy  of  note.  The  past  state  of  things  has  admirably 
served  to  elicit  character  &  shew  that  inconstant  creature  man  as 
he  is.  .  .  .  In  endeavoring  to  effect  what  I  thought  was  right 
I  have  had  at  various  times  to  come  in  severe  contact  with  three 
■^  distinct  interests  in  the  Convention,  viz  The  old  Federalists  & 
Clintonians,  the  New  York  delegation  &  the  high  minded  gentle- 
men and  a  small  number  of  Mad-caps  among  the  old  democrats, 
who  think  nothing  wise  that  is  not  violent,  &  flatter  themselves 
that  they  merit  Knighthood  by  assailing  every  thing  that  is  memor- 
able in  old  institutions.  I  flatter  myself  however  that  those 
collisions  have  been  more  unpleasant  than  unprofitable,  and 
although  I  am  very  sensible  that  until  I  feel  disposed  to  conciliate 
them,  I  will  be  exposed  to  the  detraction  of  some  dozen  hair 
brained  politicians — men  who  can  neither  acquire  public  con- 
fidence, nor  retain  it  when  invested  with  it  by  accident.  I  am 
very  well  pleased  with  the  actual  state  of  things  &  happy  in  the 
circumstance  of  having  been  a  member  of  the  Convention.     .     .     . 

Yours  truly 

M.  V.  Buren. 
*Case  of  Judge  Van  Ness,  see  Vol.  VI.  of  this  work,  p.  310. 
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The  Convention  closed  its  proceedings  by  the  adoption  of 
the  revised  constitution  by  a  vote  of  98  ayes  to  9  noes,  on 
the  loth  day  of  November,  1821.  Mr.  King,  who  had  been 
throughout  its  meetings  a  regular  attendant  every  day,  and 
an  earnest  participator  in  all  the  important  debates,  gives  in 
a  letter  to  Mr.  Gore  an  estimate  of  some  of  the  provisions 
of  the  constitution  of  which  he  doubted  the  wisdom. 

R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Albany,  Nov.  9th,  1821. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

Our  Convention  have  finished  the  amended  Constitution,  which 
is  to  be  offered  by  a  vote  of  tomorrow  to  the  People  for  their 
acceptance  or  rejection.  After  assenting  to  many  amendments  it 
was  concluded  to  offer  the  same  together,  and  not  in  separate 
articles  ;  but  as  it  was  somewhat  difficult  to  compare  the  Con- 
stitution, as  it  would  stand  in  connexion  with  the  proposed  alter- 
ations, it  has  been  decided  to  incorporate  what  remains  unaltered, 
with  the  proposed  amendments  into  one  instrument ;  this  has 
been  done. 

On  two  important  subjects  the  amendments  are  not  such  as 
I  could  have  wished  them  to  be. 

The  Right  of  Suffrage  is  too  comprehensive,  &  the  Judiciary 
less  independent  in  respect  to  their  salaries,  and  perhaps  not  so 
well  arranged  in  other  matters  as  might  have  been  expected. 
The  Chancery  Power  is  preserved  ;  and  the  common  Law  Courts, 
tho'  altered  by  the  establishment  of  Circuit  Courts  &  Judges,  may 
be  made  respectable  :  but  the  most  important  measure  decided 
on  will  be  a  new  commencement  of  our  Govt,  on  the  ist  of  Jany. 
1823  ;  at  which  period  the  Legislative,  Executive  &  Judiciary,  as 
now  existing,  expire.  Elections  for  the  two  former  Departments 
are  proposed  to  be  made  in  Novr.  1822.  In  respect  to  judicial 
officers,  their  commissions  will  expire  at  the  end  of  1822,  but  the 
Judges  &  Chancellor  will  hold  their  offices  till  reappointed  or 
till  successors  are  named  in  their  stead. 

By  this  decision,  six  months  of  the  Govr's.  &  Lieut.  Govr's. 
term  will  be  cut  off  ;  the  class  of  Senators  who  hold  for  4  years, 
that  for  3  years  &  that  for  2  years  will  also  be  abridged  in  their 
several   terms.     The  Chancellor,  the  5  Judges  of  the  Supreme 


424  RUFUS  KING.  [1821 

Court,  and  the  50  first  Judges  of  the  County-Courts,  all  holding 
their  offices  for  good  behaviour,  or  until  60  years  of  age,  will  fall 
under  this  regulation.  The  alteration  of  the  political  year,  which 
is  to  begin  with  the  Kalendar  year  instead  of  the  ist  of  July, 
made  this  abridgement  necessary  in  respect  to  the  Executives 
&  Legislature. 

The  new  modelling  of  the  judicial  Departments,  which  reduces 
the  Supreme  Court  to  a  Chief  Justice  &  two  associates,  instead  of 
four,  and  commissions  the  County  Courts  for  five  years  instead  of 
a  first  Judge  during  good  behaviour,  &  four  other  Judges  at 
pleasure,  has  been  thought  to  justify  this  change  in  the  judicial 
Department. 

The  Gov.  is  reduced  from  3  to  2,  years  ;  the  term  of  4  years 
and  their  classification  is  preserved  to  the  Senate  ;  the  Assembly 
as  before  are  for  one  year. 

But  important  restrictions  are  imposed  on  the  Legislature. 
Lotteries  are  prohibited,  public  monies  can  not  be  hereafter 
appropriated  to  private  or  local  purposes,  unless  |  of  the  whole 
number  of  each  House  concur,  and  the  like  assent  is  required  to 
create,  continue,  alter,  or  remove  anybody  politic  or  corporate. 

The  School  fund,  abt.  80,000  Dol.  annually,  is  made  perpetual ; 
the  tax  on  the  Canals,  and  the  duties,  now  worth  60,000  Dols. 
annually,  on  the  manufacture  of  salt,  with  certain  other  duties  are 
constituted  a  Fund,  which  is  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  intt. 
&  reimbursement  of  the  principal  of  the  Debt  incurred  &  to  be 
incurred  in  making  the  Canals. 

No  member  of  the  Legislature  can  receive  an  office  from  the 
State  during  the  term  for  wh,  he  was  elected,  &  a  like  restriction 
in  respect  to  U.  S.  Offices.  The  whole  is  a  mixture  of  things 
good,  and  things  doubtful.  Tomorrow  I  expect  to  return  home. 
The  Constitution  will  meet  great  opposition. 

Farewell 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 


Nov.  25,  1821. 


My  dear  Friend  : 

It  is  only  a  Fortnight  that  I  have  been  at  home,  and  having 
yesterday  gone  to  town  to  make  a  few  arrangements  preparatory  to 
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my  departure  for  Washington,  I  met  in  the  Street  the  Otises,  on 
their  way  to  Congress  ;  and  was  rejoiced  to  learn  from  them  that 
your  health  is  better — God  grant  that  it  may  remain  so. 

The  Albany  scene  was  far  from  being  a  gratification,  tho'  it  was 
instructive  to  me,  and  served  in  an  extraordinary  manner  to 
prove,  how  very  uncertain  must  be  the  hopes  of  those,  who  sup- 
pose that  knowledge  and  experience  will  suffice  to  procure  and 
establish  a  free  form  of  Government. 

Tho'  as  to  many  of  the  parts,  indeed  the  most  important  pro- 
visions, of  the  proposed  amendments,  the  same  were  in  my  judg- 
ment more  imperfect  than  I  believed  they  ought  to  be,  still  as  to 
the  vote  upon  the  whole,  I  approved  ;  not  because  the  plan  was 
in  my  opinion  unexceptional,  but  because  a  better  could  not  now 
be  obtained,  and  for  yet  a  stronger  reason,  because  the  failure  of 
this  plan,  will  immediately  be  followed  by  another  Convention, 
which,  as  I  became  convinced,  would  propose  a  more  defective 
scheme. 

I  am  unable  to  predict  the  result  of  the  reference  to  the  People  ; 
my  conjectures  lead  me  to  the  conclusion  that  in  the  new  settled 
parts  of  the  State  it  will  be  approved,  tho'  some  of  the  Articles 
will  not  be  acceptable — in  the  old  Counties,  the  extension  of  the 
right  of  Suffrage,  a  subject  which  all  understand,  will  displease  ; 
the  restrictions  imposed  on  the  Legislature  are  good,  and  in  this 
State  important.  The  check  on  the  Judges  is  expedient ;  and 
will  serve  to  exclude  them  from  political  intrigues  and  to  confine 
their  talents  to  their  judicial  duties.  yrs 

R.  King. 


Memoranda  by  R.  King. 

Nov.  23, 1821. 
Congress  met  Nov.  13  :  the  first  &  second  days  passed  with- 
out the  H.  being  able  to  elect  a  Speaker ;  the  votes  were  divided 
between  Mr.  Taylor  of  N.  Y.,  Mr.  Lowndes,  S.  Car.,  Genl.  Smith 
Md  &  Mr.  Sergeant  Phila.  On  the  third  day  Mr.  Taylor  was 
chosen.  Several  of  the  N.  Y.  Delegation  at  first  did  not  vote  for 
Taylor  because  he  is  a  friend  of  Mr.  Clinton.* 

Mr.  Taylor  suspecting  this  went  to  several  of  those  who  dislike 

*  See  Memoirs  of  y.  Quincy  Adams ^  v.,  434,  436,  et  seq. 
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Clinton,  and  told  them  he  was  no  Clintonian,  adding  to  some  of 
them  that  he  was  no  Buck-Tail  ;  that  it  was  of  importance  to  his 
reelection  to  Congress  to  be  chosen  Speaker,  &c.  ;  and  these  per- 
sons who  had  withheld  their  votes  now  voted  for  Taylor.  Wend- 
over  probably  did  so,  as  a  few  days  afterwards,  the  Clintonian 
Delegates  signed  a  paper  recommending  VVendover  to  be  collector 
of  the  Port  of  N.  Yk. 

2^  Novr.  The  Missouri  Constitution  engages  the  attention  of 
Congress.  Much  real  or  affected  zeal  &  concern  is  expressed  on 
the  subject  among  the  Members  of  the  Senate  ;  a  plan  to  intro- 
duce and  swear  the  Senators  elected  by  Missouri  has  been  agi- 
tated. The  clause  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  to  exclude 
free  negroes  &  mulattoes,  is  considered  to  be  repugnant  to  the 
Consn.  of  the  U.  S.,  as  the  children  born  of  free  persons  in  any 
State  are  Citizens  thereof  and  as  such  entitled  to  the  pr.  &  im  of 
Citzns.  in  the  several  States — as  the  Comtee.  of  the  House  have 
reported  a  Resolution  of  admission,  it  will  be  expedient  that  the 
Senate  shd.  wait  for  their  decision  :  in  conferring  with  the  Presidt. 
he  agrees  in  this  opinion. 


Saturday,  25  Nov.,  1821. 

N  York — The  President  informed  me  that  he  shd.  send  the 
Nom.  of  Gen.  Thompson  as  Collector  on  Monday  to  the  Senate  ; 
that  respecting  the  Charge  of  interference  in  N.  Y.  Elections  it 
was  unjust,  he  never  had  interfered,  and  that  the  Pt.  Master 
Genl.  had  never  shown  him  Van  Buren's  letter,  he  never  heard  of 
it  till  lately,  &  that  the  P.  M.  Genl.  had  recently  told  the  Secy,  of 
the  Navy,  that  he  never  had  conferred  with  the  Pr.  respecting  the 
Post  Office,  or  concerning  any  post  Master  in  N  Yk  ;  that  whether 
the  Candidates  were  for  or  agt.  Mr.  Clinton  he  never  inquired, 
and  this  circumstance  was  not  regarded  in  considering  their 
qualifications. 

Spain.  Forsyth's  last  letters  were  of  Sep.  25.  The  Florida 
Question  was  before  the  Cortes  in  secret  session.  The  Min. 
of  For.  Affrs.  was  favorable  to  the  Cession,  and  Forsyth  be- 
lieved the  Treaty  wd.  be  ratified  :  Mr.  Adams  seems  doubtful. 
The  late  attempt  to  establish  a  Span.  Port  on  the  St.  Marys,  where 
there  is  no  settlement,  may  be  by  the  authority  of  the  Gov.  of 
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Florida,  or  Cap.  Genl.  of  Cuba.  The  vessel  sent  there,  by  de  Rhams 
of  N  Yk,  has  been  seized,  and  the  case  is  referred  to  the  Judiciary. 
Mr.  Roth  had  claimed  the  interference  of  the  Gov,  to  release  this 
vessel ;  was  ansd.  that  the  Question  belonged  to  the  Judiciary. 
France  by  her  Minr.  intimated  to  Gallatin  that  our  Tonnage 
Law  could  not  be  enforced,  that  it  might  be  evaded  thro' 
Florida  &c  :  this  attempt  may  be  in  this  spirit. 

French  Govt,  claim  a  favorable  allowance  on  acct.  of  our 
superiority  in  ships  &  seamen,  are  willing  to  make  an  adjustment 
by  which  the  navigation  maybe  equally  divided,  and  for  such  pur- 
pose to  agree  that  the  Laws  be  made  &  modified  so  as  to  produce 
this  result.  Mr,  Gallatin  instructed  to  say  this  plan  wd.  be  im- 
practicable, and  that  we  could  consent  only  to  an  equality  of 
duties  &c. 

The  Fr.  Govt,  demanded  a  provision  relative  to  Louisiana, 
whereby  they  shd.  pay  no  other  duties  than  Eng.  vessels,  under 
the  claim  securing  to  them  the  rights  of  the  most  favd.  Nation, 
Gallatin  answers  the  demand,  in  the  same  spirit  as  Mr.  Adams 
had  ansd.  the  same  demand  made  by  Mr,  Neuville,  adding  that  he 
had  however  no  instructions  on  this  point  from  his  Govt. ;  where- 
upon he  was  notified  that  the  negotiation  wd.  be  transferred  to 
the  U.  S,  &  that  Neuville  wd.  return  to  take  charge  of  it.  M. 
Neuville  had  contributed  to  produce  an  opinn,  in  France  that  the 
late  Law  was  procured  by  the  Sp.  owners,  and  that  the  planters 
wd.  be  tired  of  it,  and  be  desirous  to  repeal  it. 

He  therefore  is  coming  hither  to  promote  this  plan  ;  he  will  fail, 
&  in  case  he  has  no  power  to  negotiate  on  the  plan  of  reciprocity, 
the  negotiation  will  again  return  to  France  :  in  the  meantime  the 
trade  will  fall  into  the  hands  of  England. 

Having  with  Maj.  Lee.  of  Virga.  called  on  the  Pr.  to  request  him 
to  give  his  brother  Sydney  Smith  Lee  a  Midshipman's  warrant, 
I  reviewed  the  subject  to  him  to  day  ;  he  suggested  the  great 
number  of  applicants  and  particularly  the  urgency  in  favor  of  a  few 
of  them  ;  I  replied  that  the  great  revolutionary  services  of  Genl.  H. 
Lee,  father  of  the  young  man,  made  a  case  with  wh.  perhaps  no 
other  could  compare,  and  recurring  to  our  friendship  for  Genl. 
H.  L.  I  expressed  with  earnestness  my  hope  that  he  wd.  consider 
this  case  as  an  exception  from  ordinary  rules. 

The  Pr.  assented  to  this  sentiment  and  said  he  wd.  immediately 
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give  directions  that  young  Lee,  &  a  son  of  Mr.  Manigault  shd. 
receive  warrants  as  midshipmen. 

I  mentioned  the  difficulty  respecting  Missouri  :  that  it  was  an  im- 
portant point  compared  with  that  of  the  last  session  &c  ;  he  agreed 
and  said  he  thought  as  the  House  had  taken  it  up,  the  Senate  had 
better  wait  for  its  decision,  and  in  case  the  Constitution  is  to  be 
sent  back,  that  all  shd.  agree  in  it,  in  order  that  the  alterations 
shd.  be  made,  &  the  controversy  closed  ;  that  he  had  told  Barbour 
that  it  wd.  be  imprudent  to  attempt  the  course  of  introducing  the 
Senators  &  administering  the  oath,  preparatory  to  their  taking 
their  Seats  &c. 

2j  Nov.  Adams  repeated  nearly  the  same  a/c  abt.  France.  I 
asked  him  respecting  the  story  of  a  Correspondence  between 
Ingraham  &  Pleasanton,  of  his  wife's  having  picked  up  the  papers 
in  the  street,  of  his  having  laid  them  before  the  Pr,  &c. 

He  said  such  a  correspondence  did  take  place  soon  after  Mr, 
Monroe's  appointment  as  Pr.  &  Mr.  Clinton's  as  Gov.  in  1816  : 
the  tenor  was  to  interchange  assurances  of  mutual  political 
friendship  &  support ;  that  he  never  heard  of  it  till  lately,  when 
the  Pr.  mentioned  it  to  him.  Among  other  things  that  Pleasanton 
had  communicated  the  same  to  him,  &  that  he  told  Pleasanton 
that  he  could  &  would  not  enter  into  any  such  engagements. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  abt.  the  time  or  not  long  after  the  date  of 
the  Correspondence,  Mrs.  Adams  picked  up  a  packet  of  papers 
in  the  street,  carried  them  home,  and  on  looking  into  them  soon 
perceived  they  belonged  to  Pleasanton,  and  putting  them  under 
a  cover  sent  them  immediately  to  Pleasanton  ;  who  missing  the 
papers  became  very  uneasy,  and  on  their  being  sent  to  him  by 
Mrs.  Adams  expressed  much  satisfaction  ;  that  Mrs.  Adams  told 
him  of  the  affair  at  the  time  adding  that  she  had  not  read  the 
papers,  further  than  to  ascertain  that  they  belonged  to  Mr.  P. 
Mr.  A.  said  until  a  late  story  that  they  were  the  correspondence 
between  Ingraham  &  P.,  he  never  heard,  &  whether  they  were,  or 
not,  he  could  not  say. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Washington,  Dec.  i6th,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 
The  Unitarian  chaplain  (Jared  Sparks)  excites  even  here  some 
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sensibility.*  On  the  part  of  the  Senate,  Mr,  Ryland  who  was 
last  year  our  chaplain  is  again  chosen  :  he  is  a  Methodist  and  ap- 
parently a  pious  and  honorable  man.  We  talked  of  choosing 
Mr.  Everett  of  Boston,  not  on  account  of  his  faith,  but  his  schol- 
arship. This  however  was  abandoned  after  the  choice  of  Mr. 
Sparks.    .    .    .  Yours, 

RuFus  King. 

R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Washington,  Dec.  21,  1821, 
Dear  Sir  : 

According  to  the  apparent  temper  of  the  Members  of  Congress 
the  session  promises  little  of  interest  upon  any  subject.  .  .  .  We 
occasionally  hear  observations  respecting  the  future  President,  but 
they  are  so  casual,  and  at  present  mark  so  little  concert,  that 
they  produce  little  or  no  effect.  Mr.  Crawford  and  Mr.  Adams 
only  are  spoken  of.  As  relates  to  the  V.  President  nobody  says 
anything. 

We  hear  but  little  about  our  amended  Constitution  ;  tho'  I 
think  there  is  reason  for  some  solicitude  arising  from  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  election  between  the  old  and  the  new.  I  am  more 
reconciled  to  the  parts  which  I  considered  to  be  bad,  or  doubt- 
ful ;  and  more  confirmed  in  my  attachment  to  the  provisions 
which  I  deemed  good,  than  formerly  ;  and  on  the  whole  really 
feel  some  solicitude  lest  the  Constitution  be  rejected  ;  the  effect 
of  which  would  be  to  disturb  and  loosen  the  principles  that  are 
the  true  and  most  important  foundations  of  our  political  system, 
and  to  put  in  motion  the  bad  men  of,  and  throughout,  the  State. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  Constitution  will  be  rejected  if  the  elect- 
ors can  be  induced  to  vote.  The  danger  exists  in  the  indifference 
which  the  great  body  of  the  people  manifest,  and  the  activity  and 
skill  with  which  the  opponents  of  the  Constitution  will  labor  to 
defeat  its  adoption. 

Should  the  Constitution  fail,  the  effect  will  be  great  throughout 
the  whole  State.  It  may  be  supposed  that  the  office  holders  will 
generally  oppose  the  adoption  ;  but  this  would  prove  a  bad  calcu- 
lation, inasmuch   as  the   Legislature,  which  will  in  such  event  be 

*  See  Mem.  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  v.,  458. 
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chosen  next  Spring,  will  appoint  a  Council  that  will  remove  the 
men  now  in  place,  not  on  account  of  their  votes  on  the  Consti- 
tution, but  by  reason  of  the  character  of  the  late  Council  of 
Appointment. 

There  is  a  better  chance  to  be  continued  in  office,  should  the 
Constitution  be  adopted,  than  there  would  be  by  its  rejection. 
The  changes  will  be  greater  in  the  latter  than  in  the  former  case. 
The  only  cause  why  the  Constitution  is  not  more  bitterly  and 
falsely  assailed,  is  the  fear  that  the  people  would  be  waked  up 
and  excited  to  attend  the  election  :  and  unless  the  towns  and 
counties  can  be  roused  out  of  their  lethargy,  the  adversary  may 
prevail,  and  too  late  it  will  be  found,  that  the  Government  will 
pass  into  their  hands  in  consequence  of  the  sloth  and  negligence 
of  those  who  might  have  prevented  it. 

R.  K. 
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King  to  C.  King,  also  to  Gore — Fracas  between  Neuville  and  Canning — King  to 
J.  A.  King — Ministers'  Quarrel  settled — Solicitude  lest  the  Constitution  fail 
— King  to  J.  A.  King — Five  presidential  Candidates — Possibly  the  Vice- 
President — King  to  C.  King — Little  done  in  Congress — Nomination  of 
Candidates  premature — Hopes  New  V'ork  will  wait — Finances — Auction 
Law — King  to  C.  King — Attempt  to  hurt  Calhoun  as  a  Presidential  Can- 
didate— Effect  of  it — Albany  Post-Office — King  to  C.  King — Debate  on 
Indian  Appropriation  still  on — King — Correspondence  concerning  Albany 
Post-Office — J.  Q.  Adams,  J.  Hammond,  H.  Hastings — Respecting  Albany 
Post-Office — Defence  of  King — W.  A.  Duer  to  King — Approved  of  his 
Action — King  to  C.  King — Denying  the  Charges  against  him — E.  Benson 
to  King — Van  Ness's  Statement  that  King  opposed  Van  Rensselaer  be- 
cause a  Federalist — King  to  Benson — Denial  of  its  Truth. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Sunday  evening,  Deer.  23d,  1821. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  town  is  much  excited  by  a  rumour  of  a  misunderstanding, 
or  more  correctly  of  almost  a  rencounter,  between  the  French  and 
English  Envoys.  It  is  said  that  in  consequence  of  a  publication 
in  the  newspapers,  in  the  early  part  of  the  Summer,  of  a  letter  or 
report  of  Sr.  George  Collier  of  the  Eng.  navy,  concerning  the  slave 
trade  on  the  coast  of  Africa  carried  on  by  French  vessels,  Mr. 
Neuville  complained  thereof,  in  not  a  very  mild  manner,  to  Mr. 
Canning.  At  the  time  the  business  terminated,  as  everyone  would 
suppose  it  should  do,  by  Mr.  Neuville  becoming  sensible  that  Mr. 
Canning  could  in  no  way  be  answerable  for  Sr  Geo.  Collier's  re- 
port to  the  Admiralty.  Occasionally  afterwards  Mr.  Canning  is 
said  to  have  rallied  Mr.  Neuville  on  the  temper  with  which  he  had 
treated  the  subject  of  his  complaint.  The  effect  appears  to  have 
been  to  irritate  Mr.  Neuville  and,  thoh.  perceived  by  Mr.  Canning, 
he  frequented  Mr.  Neuville's  house  as  usual  until  he  thought  he 
discerned  a  coolness  in  his  reception. 

431 


432  JiUFUS  KING.  [182 1 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th  Mr.  Neuville  gave  a  grand  party  in 
honor  of  the  Duchesse  d'  Angouleme  ;  Mr.  Canning  was  present, 
but  retired  before  supper.  Either  before  or  afterwards,  Mr.  Neu- 
ville took  occasion  to  remark  to  Mr.  Canning  that  he  was  more 
reserved  in  frequenting  his  house  than  formerly,  to  wh.  the  latter 
replied  that  the  mode  in  which  visits  are  received  must  always 
have  an  effect  upon  their  frequency. 

On  Friday  the  President  gave  a  diplomatic  dinner,  all  the  for. 
Ministers  and  the  Consuls  were  present,  with  some  15  or  20  Sen- 
ators, Representatives,  Secretaries.  The  French  Minister  was  on 
the  right  of  the  Pr.  and  the  Eng.  Minister  on  the  right  of  the 
French  Minister.  It  is  said  that  the  conversation  between  the 
two  Ministers  was  indiscreetly  and  improperly  resumed  while  at 
table.  On  leaving  the  dining  room  these  gentlemen  with  a  dozen 
others  found  themselves  in  the  hall  where  they  were  detained 
waiting  for  their  carriages.  Neuville  with  great  agitation  resumed 
the  dispute.  Canning  remained  cool  and  collected  and  either 
declined  a  reply,  or  intimated  that  at  another  time  and  occasion 
he  would  pursue  the  conversation.  The  choler  of  Mr.  Neuville 
increased,  and  approaching  Mr.  Canning  he  indicated  the  pur- 
pose of  striking  him.  Canning  remained  collected,  and  Poletica 
interposed  and  even  took  hold  of  Neuville's  arm  :  here  the  scene 
ended.  Neuville  drove  home,  went  immediately  into  his  cabinet, 
whither  Poletica  and  the  Swede  followed  him  ;  they  found  him  with 
his  coat  off,  in  extreme  agitation  writing  a  challenge  to  Mr.  Canning. 

It  is  understood  that  these  gentlemen  soon  calmed  him,  freely 
telling  him  that  he  was  in  the  wrong  &c  &c. 

If  the  case  be  as  here  recited,  the  indecorum  to  the  place,  and  the 
occasion  can  be  nothing  but  the  source  of  regret  to  Mr.  Neuville  ; 
and  the  reflection  upon  what  might,  and  very  possibly  would  have 
been  the  consequence  of  a  blow  given  to  a  cool  man  who  wore  a 
sword,  must  serve  to  deepen  the  mortification  which  he  suffers. 

As  I  have  not  been  abroad  since  the  dinner  at  the  President's 
and  the  account  which  I  have  given,  is  from  the  tale  bearers  of  the 
day,  little  confidence  is  due  to  the  rumour,  which  I  should  not 
write  down,  except  in  the  confidence  that  you  will  treat  the  sub- 
ject as  its  doubtful  character  deserves.*  R.  K. 

*  See  Memoirs  of  John  Quincy  Adams,  v.,  458-460,  for  an  account  of  this 
incident. 
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R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Washington,  Deer.  25,  1821. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

.  .  .  Our  Session  offers  nothing  of  interest — as  usual  the 
first  month  is  wearing  away  in  idleness.  The  only  incident  of 
note,  has  been  a  fracas  between  the  Envoys  of  France  and  Eng- 
land ;  where  or  how  it  began  I  am  unable  to  say,  but  high  and 
angry  words  were  employed  between  these  gentlemen  in  the  Hall 
of  the  President,  on  coming  out  of  the  Drawing  Room  after  din- 
ner on  Friday  last.  The  agitation  of  Mr.  Neuville  was  very  great, 
&  his  language  not  altogether  diplomatic.  The  Englishman's  ex- 
terior was  cool,  &  he  was  more  collected  than  his  brother.  I  have 
heard  nothing  particular,  or  further  within  a  day  or  two,  on  the 
subject.  Discretion  will  urge  them  to  prevent  as  far  as  may  be 
further  proceedings,  as  considering  the  place  and  occasion  the 
affair  was  indecorous  and  little  creditable. 

The  day  before  Xmas,  a  diplomatic  dinner  was  given  by  the 
Russian  ;  Canning  &  Neuville  were  both  present ;  nothing  oc- 
curred except  that  Mr.  Secretary  Adams,  immediately  after  din- 
ner, addressing  himself  to  Mr.  Poletica,  the  Russian  Envoy,  gave 
as  a  toast,  "  the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  Cause  of  the  Cross  " — 

With  affectionate  Regards  I  am  yr  faithful  Servant 

RuFus  King. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Washington,  28  Dec,  1821. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

The  fracas  between  the  French  &  English  Ministers  is  settled 
amicably  and  thus  the  only  subject  of  curiosity  and  amusement  is 
passed  into  oblivion.  I  perceive  much  torpor  and  indifference  in 
Congress — as  neither  loans  nor  taxes  are  to  be  asked  for,  there 
really  will  be  little  to  do,  still  the  Session  will  be  run  into  April. 

I  feel,  I  confess,  some  solicitude  lest  the  indifference  that  exists 
concerning  the  amended  Constitution,  may  endanger  its  adoption. 
The  proceedings  in  N.  York  on  this  subject  are  discreet  and  will 
prove  beneficial.  If  the  spirit  in  Queens  will  permit,  it  would  be 
serviceable  to  have  a  meeting  in  favor  of  the  amendments  ;  but  I 
am  apprehensive  that  little  zeal  can  be  exerted  in  favor  of  adop- 
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tion,  while  the  opponents  will  lose  no  occasion  to  indispose  the 
county,  and  to  influence  them  to  vote  against  the  amendments. 

Nothing  is  more  certain,  should  the  amendments  be  rejected, 
than  a  new  Convention,  who  may  be  likely,  should  they  consent  to 
abridge  the  Right  of  Suffrage,  to  impair,  if  not  destroy  the  judicial 
system,  which  notwithstanding  the  language  of  the  personal  friends 
of  the  Judges,  is  positively  good,  and  all  considered,  perhaps  the 
best  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  States  ;  that  it  is  superior  to  that  of 
the  U.  S.  cannot  be  questioned.  I  am  &c 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  J.  A  King. 

Washington,  January  i,  1S22. 
Dear  Sir  : 

We  commence  the  new  year  with  mild  weather,  little  public 
Business,  and  for  want  of  it,  are  employed  in  a  premature  discus- 
sion respecting  the  next  President — to  MM.  Adams,  Crawford  & 
Clay,  names  sometime  before  the  public,  are  recently  added  two 
new  Candidates  from  So:  Carolina,  Mr.  Lowndes  and  Mr.  Cal- 
houn, the  former  nominated  a  la  N.  York  by  a  legislative  Caucus, 
the  latter  announced  by  personal  friends.  The  Gentlemen  from 
N.  Yk,  observe  a  prudent  reserve,  for  when  many  are  engaged  as 
partizans,  those  who  keep  themselves  cool,  and  apparently  take 
no  part,  are  most  respected.  This  being  the  first  year  of  Mr. 
Monroe's  2d.  term,  the  present  movements  are  not  only  in  antici- 
pation of  the  future,  but  likely  to  deceive  those  in  whose  favor 
they  are  respectively  employed. 

Our  accounts  from  the  different  Counties  of  N.  Y.  represent  the 
People  as  torpid,  respecting  the  new  Constitution.     .     .     . 

In  Queens,  the  opposition  will  do  its  best,  tho'  I  doubt  whether 
they  can  bring  many  to  the  polls — if  no  meeting  be  held,  of  the 
expediency  of  which  Col  Leveridge,  Lawrence  Roe,  and  Seaman 
of  Hempstead  can  judge,  some  pains  should  be  taken  by  them 
and  other  Gentlemen  to  awaken  the  friends  of  the  Constitution, 
and  to  cause  them  to  perceive  the  bad  consequences  shd.  the 
amended  constitution  be  rejected.  In  this  case  Mr.  Clinton  & 
his  associates  will  be  likely  to  prevail. 

He  may  be  reelected  as  Govr.  and  with  such  a  Legislature,  as 
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may  be  chosen  by  those  who  elect  him,  bad  men  &  dangerous 
laws  may  continue  to  prevail. 

The  V.  Pr. — is  with  us — looks  well  ;  and  as  I  predict  is  laying 
in  a  stock  of  reputation  against  the  next  Election  for  Govr.  in 
N  Yk. — for  the  Presidency  he  is  not  yet  spoken  of  ;  tho'  there  are 
faint  whispers,  since  the  Departments  of  the  treasury,  of  foreign 
affairs,  and  of  war,  have  each  their  Candidates  for  this  great  office, 
that  New  York  is  not  asleep,  &  that  the  navy  Department  may 
without  discredit  likewise  present  her  Chief — 

Your  faithful 

R.  King. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

4  January,  1822. 

Dear  Sir  : 

Our  weather  is  wet,  soft,  &  unhealthy — Congress  are  doing  little, 
&  I  hope  may  not  do  more  :  did  not  the  constitution  seem  to  re- 
quire an  annual  meeting,  the  usual  business  could  be  as  well  done 
biennially  as  by  annual  meetings.     .     . 

The  canvassing  for  the  Presidency  seems  to  acquire  no  con- 
sistency here,  tho'  the  vanity  and  habits,  of  individuals  impel 
them  to  be  employed,  when  in  fact  there  is  a  pause,  owing  to  the 
want  of  information  of  the  public  opinion,  which  is  not  yet  so  far 
formed  as  to  be  collected  or  embodied  :  great  anxiety,  is  manifest 
to  ascertain  the  opinion  of  the  State  of  N.  Yk.  ;  and  it  cannot 
be  satisfied,  by  the  declaration  that  as  no  opinion  has  yet  been 
formed,  it  is  quite  premature  even  to  form  a  conjecture  on  the 
subject.  There  is  time  enough  to  make,  &  to  proclaim,  a  prefer- 
ence, and  the  repose  of  the  Country,  as  well  as  its  best  interest  in 
reference  to  a  discreet  election,  justify  the  views  of  those,  who 
discourage  all  premature  proceedings  on  this  important  subject. 
South  Carolina  gave  no  proof  of  wisdom  in  the  early  nomination 
of  a  presidential  Candidate,  and  Mr.  Clay  has  not  manifested 
greater  policy  in  procuring  State  nominations  in  the  west,  than  in 
publishing,  as  he  did,  an  address  on  the  subject  of  the  correspond- 
ence between  MM.  Adams  &  Russell.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
our  Legislature  will  have  patience,  and  that  they  may  not  be  urged 
to  imitate  the  examples  of  So.  Carolina  &  Kentucky  in  favor  of 
any  one. 


43^  HUFUS  KING.  [1822 

.  .  .  The  project  of  Mr.  Crawford  of  obtaining  a  greater  rev- 
enue in  &  after  1825,  because  the  war  Debt,  which  is  unpaid,  may 
then  be  paid,  but  wh.  may  also  continue  unpaid,  without  injury 
to  the  pub.  credit,  is  brought  forward  in  order  to  obtain  the  char- 
acter, or  reputation,  of  an  earnest  desire  to  pay  off  the  public 
Debt :  instead  whereof  the  continuance  of  a  Debt  not  exceeding 
that  of  the  U.  S.,  especially  in  the  existing  condition  of  our  cur- 
rency &  commerce,  may  be  preferable  to  its  discharge. 

Mr.  Legget  from  N.  Yk.  has  just  been  with  me  respecting  the 
Auction  Business.  I  have  said  to  him,  that  unless  a  Revision  of 
the  Tariff  be  proposed,  and  thereby  the  opinions  &  prejudices  of 
the  members  of  Congress  be  called  into  action,  the  proposal  to 
regulate  the  auctions  will  not  be  considered,  or  if  brought  forward 
will  not  prevail. 

RuFUS  King. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Sunday,  Jany.  6th,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  enter  fully  into  the  solicitude  of  Mr.  Gracie  respecting  the 
Business  at  Paris,*  In  respects  to  Mr.  N.,  considering  what  has 
past,  it  seems  to  me  that  a  measured  reserve  is  necessary,  and 
more  calculated  to  promote  your  object  than  a  renewed  applica- 
tion. At  the  present  moment  Mr.  N's  attention  is  turned  on  our 
Committee  (of  Foreign  Affairs)  :  I  have  perceived  from  his  obser- 
vations, that  such  is  the  fact.  I  have  on  my  side  observed  a  little 
more  reserve  than  usual,  without  any  expression  of  dissatisfaction, 
with  his  having  omitted  to  do  what  he  implicitly  assured  us  he 
would  do,  in  case  the  President  should  speak  to  him  respecting  the 
demands  of  Mr.  Gracie  on  the  French  Government.  Last  even- 
ing he  said  to  me  that  he  had  lately  received  news  from  Mr. 
Charles  Wilkes  f  :  instead  of  asking  him  any  thing  in  particular, 
I  turned  the  conversation  ;  he  soon  resumed  it,  and  inquired 
whether  our  Committee  would  take  up  the  subject  of  the  negotia- 
tion &c.  I  answered  that  the  whole  correspondence  was  in  my 
hands,  which  I  was  reading  &  should  then  deliver  to  my  Colleagues 
for  the  like  purpose,  preparatory  to  my  convening  the  Comee.  for 
the  purpose  of  conference.  I  am  &:c.  R.  K. 

*  Claims  for  French  spoliations.  f  Relative  to  Mr,  Grade's  claims. 
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R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Tuesday  Evg.,  8  Jan.,  1822. 

Dear  Sir  : 

The  House  of  Reps,  are  engaged  from  day  to  day  on  a  subject  that 
commonly  is  treated  as  a  matter  of  course.*  .  .  .  The  premature 
nomination  of  sundry  gentlemen  as  Candidates  for  the  Presidency, 
and  among  them  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  has  given  rise 
to  this  discussion,  concerning  the  proposed  appropriation  asked 
for  by  the  Secy,  of  war  for  the  indian  Department.  Those  who 
may  be  in  favor  of  some  other  Candidate  than  Mr.  Calhoun,  are 
supposed  to  take  this  occasion  to  manifest  their  dislike  to  him  ; 
tho'  the  occasion  is  ill  taken,  and  if  such  be  the  motive,  it  seems 
more  likely  to  serve  than  injure  him.  The  unnecessary  debate 
will  probably  neither  do  good  nor  evil  to  any  one,  unless  it  shall, 
as  it  perhaps  may,  discourage  the  gentlemen  who  are  desirous  of 
hastening  a  Caucus  to  nominate  at  this  time  a  successor  to  the 
President.  If  such  should  be  the  effect  of  the  debate,  one  would 
not  regret  the  same,  for  a  nomination  would  not  only  disserve  the 
person  nominated,  but  enter  into  and  influence  all  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress  during  the  next  three  years.  What  has  already 
happened,  viewed  in  connexion  with  the  indications  of  public 
opinion  in  various  quarters,  enables  us  with  much  confidence  to 
predict  that  no  election  will  be  made  by  the  votes  of  the  electors  ; 
but  that  the  same  will  devolve  on  the  House  of  Representatives  ; 
where  as  each  state  can  give  but  one  vote,  the  large  states  may 
be  divided,  and  the  small  ones  (several  of  which  will  have  only 
a  single  vote)  will  possess  as  much,  and  in  some  instances  more 
influence  in  the  choice  of  the  Pr.  than  the  largest  States.  The 
ill  consequences  of  the  alteration  of  the  Constitution  on  this  sub- 
ject become  more  evident,  and  the  tendency  to  corruption  is  too 
manifest  for  any  one  to  doubt. 

Out  of  24  Votes,  five,  or  six,  of  them  may  be  at  the  disposal  of 
as  many  individuals  ;  and  there  may  be  little  hesitation  in  con- 
senting to  what  may  seem  exorbitant  sums  to  obtain  them. 

I  hear  there  is  some  dissatisfaction  in  the  change  of  the  Post 
master  at  Brooklyn.  I  know  nothing  of  the  Parties.  There  has 
been  some  exertion  and  disappointment  here  respecting  the  Post 

*  It  was  a  discussion  relative  to  an  appropriation  for  the  Indian  Branch  of 
the  War  Department,  of  which  Mr.  Calhoun  was  the  head. 
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office  at  Albany.  Three  or  four  days  ago  V.  B.  &  myself  heard 
that  Southwick  would  be  turned  out,  and  that  all  except  four  of 
our  Reps,  had  addressed  an  application  to  the  P.  M.  Genl,  to 
appoint  their  Colleague  S.  V.  Rensselaer. 

V.  B.  &  I  addressed  a  letter  to  the  P.  M.  G.  asking  to  be  in- 
formed whether  the  Albany  P.  Ofifice  was  abt.  to  become  vacant. 
We  were  answered  in  the  affirmative.  We  then  addressed  a  sec- 
ond letter  to  him,  in  wh.  the  V.  President  joined,  requesting  that 
a  successor  to  Mr.  Southwick  shd.  not  be  named,  until  we  could 
have  an  opportunity  of  consulting  the  citizens  of  Albany  on  the 
subject ;  a  measure  that  would  require  the  delay  of  a  fortnight. 
To  this  the  P.  M.  replied  that  the  appointment  of  a  successor 
could  not  be  delayed.  As  the  Law  gives  the  appointment  of  Dep. 
Post  masters  to  the  P.  M.  General^  doubts  have  existed  whether 
the  President  could  control  such  appointment,  and  tho'  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  he  would  have  preferred  the  appointment 
of  Chancellor  Lansing,  he  probably  doubted  the  expediency  of 
interfering.  At  this  stage  of  the  business  I  halted  ;  the  V.  Presi- 
dent and  Van  Buren  probably  went  further  ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  greater  part  of  the  Reps  had  recommended  Solomon  V.  R., 
they  were  induced  to  send  to  the  P.  M.  G.  another  letter  concur- 
ring in  the  request  that  time  be  allowed  to  consult  the  citizens  of 
Albany.  A  copy  of  this  Document,  with  copies  of  our  corre- 
spondence with  the  P.  M.  G.  have  been  sent  by  V.  B.  to  Albany 
where  it  is  not  unlikely  they  will  excite  a  little  dissatisfaction.* 

Solomon  has  been  appointed,  &  left  town  this  morning  for 
Albany  where  he  will  resign,  and  the  Govr.  will  order  a  new  elec- 
tion to  Congress  :  the  young  Patroon,  perhaps  Mr.  Bleeker,  may 
be  the  General's  successor.  R.  K. 

The  latter  portion  of  the  preceding  letter  relates  to  an 
event  which  caused  much  and  bitter  animadversion  against 
Mr.  King,  in  consequence  of  his  action  in  the  matter  re- 
ferred to,  and  which  in  its  discussion  showed  the  intense 
political  animosity  existing  in  the  State  of  New  York  through 
the  effort  to  sustain  Governor  Clinton  in  power.  The  post- 
ofBce  in  Albany  was  held  by  Solomon  Southwick,  who  had 

*That  portion  of  this  letter  relating  to  the  post-office  is  marked  "all  this 
is  important." 
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become  a  defaulter,  and  a  rumor*  was  spread  in  Albany  as 
early  as  Dec.  25,  1821  that  he  was  to  be  removed  "if  he 
does  not  make  good  his  defaults  by  the  first  of  January.  .  .  . 
This  will  be  out  of  his  power." 

On  December  26th,  General  Van  Rensselaer  writes  to  the 
Patroon  at  Albany. f 

"Van  Buren  knows  nothing  of  the  subject  I  have  in  hand.  .  .  . 
If  a  strong  recommendation  comes  from  Albany  and  you  write  to 
King  and  Van  Buren  in  such  terms  as  the  occasion  will  warrant, 
I  think  by  abandoning  politics,  with  a  strict  regard  to  my  duty,  I 
may  sit  down  in  comfort,  peace  and  quietness,  with  an  affection- 
ate family  the  most  of  my  precarious  days." 

January  3,  1822,  Messrs.  King  and  Van  Buren,  Senators 
from  New  York,  sent  the  following  letter  to  the  Postmaster- 
General,  Meigs : 

R.  King,  M.  Van  Buren,  to  Hon.  Return  J.  Meigs, 
Postmaster- General. 

Washington,  Jany.  3,  1822. 
Sir: 

We  have  been  informed  that  it  is  in  contemplation  to  vacate 
the  office  of  depy.  postmaster  of  the  City  of  Albany.  The 
importance  of  the  station  not  only  to  the  citizens  of  Albany  but 
(from  the  circumstance  of  its  being  the  principal  distributing 
office  in  the  State)  to  our  citizens  generally,  induces  us  to  request 
that  we  may  be  informed  of  the  determination  of  your  department, 
before  the  vacancy  is  supplied  ;  our  object  is  to  secure  a  fit  and 
full  opportunity  to  all  concerned,  to  make  their  representations 
to  you,  on  the  subject. 

Will  there  be  any  objections  to  a  compliance  with  our  request  ? 

Yours  respectfully 

R.  King,  M.  Van  Buren. 

*  De  Witt  Clinton  to  General  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Mrs.  Bonneys 
Legacy,  vol.  i.,  p.  369. 

f  Ibid.,  i.,  p.  370.  General  Van  Rensselaer  was  one  of  the  Federalists  who 
upon  the  breaking  up  of  the  party  had  joined  the  forces  of  Governor  Clinton. 
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R.  J.  Meigs,  Jr.,  to  Hon.  Rufus  King,  Hon.  M.  Van  Buren.* 

General  Postoffice,  Jany.  4,  1822. 
Gentlemen  : 

I  had  the  honor  to  receive  yours  of  yesterday.  It  has  become 
necessary  to  appoint  a  new  postmaster  at  Albany.  An  applica- 
tion made  by  friends  of  General  Van  Rensselaer  is  now  before  the 
President  for  his  consideration.  It  is  desirable  that  an  appointment 
should  be  made  before  much  delay. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  respect,  your  obedt. 

R.  J.  Meigs,  Jr. 

Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Rufus  King,  M.  Van  Buren,  to  the 

Postmaster-General.* 

Washington,  Jan.  4,  1822. 
Sir: 

Having  been  informed  by  your  note  of  this  morning  that  the 
present  deputy-postmaster  at  Albany  is  to  be  removed,  we  have 
to  request  that  the  appointment  of  his  successor  may  be  delayed 
long  enough  to  enable  the  citizens  of  that  place  to  express  their 
wishes  on  the  subject.  We  do  this,  in  consideration  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  appointment,  and  under  a  conviction,  that  they 
are  not  apprized  that  a  new  appointment  is  at  this  time  to  be 
made.  Should  you  think  proper  to  comply  with  our  request  we 
propose  two  weeks  as  the  requisite  time,  and  in  that  event  you 
will  please  inform  us  whether  the  consideration  of  the  question  is 
still  with  the  President,  in  order  that  the  citizens  of  Albany  may 
be  informed  to  whom  their  communications  may  be  addressed. 
We  request  the  favor  of  your  answer  in  time  to  enable  us  to  make 
the  requisite  communication  by  the  next  mail. 

Yours  respectfully 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  Rufus  King,  Martin  Van  Buren. 


R.  J.  Meigs,  Jr.,  to  Hon.  D.  D.  Tompkins,  Hon.  Rufus  King, 
Hon.  Martin  Van  Buren.* 

General  Postoffice,  Jany.  4,  1822, 
Gentlemen  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  reply  to  yours  of  this  date,  that 
the  President  has  not  decided  or  directed  in  the  case  of  the  ex- 

*  Ibid.,  i.,  p.  388. 
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pected  vacancy  of  the  Postmaster  at  Albany.  It  is  desirable  that 
a  new  Postmaster  should  be  appointed  without  much  delay.  If 
the  President  thinks  proper  to  have  the  appointment  delayed,  it 
will  be  so.  The  President  this  day  referred  me  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  (Smith  Thompson)  upon  whom  I  called,  who  informed 
me  that  he  would  communicate  with  me  tomorrow. 

Very  Respectfully  yr.  obt.  and  humble  Servt., 

R.  J.  Meigs,  Jr. 

Mr.  J.  Quincy  Adams  in  his  Memoirs,  vol.  v.,  p.  479, 
under  date  of  January  4,  1822,  records  the  fact  that 

"  the  President  told  me  that  a  very  unpleasant  affair  had  occurred 
yesterday  and  had  not  yet  terminated.  The  Postmaster  at  Al- 
bany, Solomon  Southwick,  was  to  be  removed  by  the  Postmaster- 
General  for  delinquency  in  his  accounts.  A  recommendation 
of  General  Van  Rensselaer  to  be  his  successor  had  been  signed 
by  twenty-two  members  of  the  New  York  delegation,  and  of  all 
the  political  parties.  The  Postmaster-General  came  to  him 
yesterday  and  told  him  of  these  circumstances,  adding  that  his 
mind  was  made  up  to  appoint  General  Van  Rensselaer,  unless  the 
President  had  an  objection  against  him.  The  President  said  he 
had  himself  no  objection,  but  he  would  wish  to  consult  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy. 

"  He  accordingly  saw  Mr.  Thompson,  who  objected  in  the 
strongest  manner.  But  he  informed  the  Vice-President  Tomp- 
kins and  the  New  York  Senator  Van  Buren  of  it,  and  they  had 
been  exasperated  against  it  to  such  a  degree  that  Tompkins 
broke  out  into  the  most  violent  language  against  the  President 
himself,  and  in  presence  of  a  person  who  he  must  have  known 
would  report  all  he  said  to  him.     And  thus  the  matter  now  stands. 

"  5th.  [p.  480.]  A  note  from  the  President  summoned  an  im- 
mediate meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Administration,  which  was 
fully  attended.  It  was  upon  the  appointment  of  the  Postmaster  at 
Albany.  There  was  a  letter  from  the  Vice-President,  and  both 
the  New  York  Senators,  R.  King  and  Van  Buren,  requesting  that 
the  appointment  might  be  delayed  a  fortnight  to  give  time  to  hear 
from  Albany.  The  Postmaster-General,  R.  J.  Meigs,  Jr.,  was  at 
the  President's  and  was  called  in.  Upon  enquiry  from  the 
President  he   said   he   had  determined   to  appoint  immediately 
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General  Van  Rennselaer.  .  .  .  There  could  be  no  doubt  that  his 
appointment  would  be  acceptable  to  the  people  of  Albany,  for 
it  was  by  their  suffrages  that  he  was  now  the  Representative  in 
Congress  of  their  district ;  and,  finally,  no  other  candidate  had 
been  presented  to  his  consideration.  [Editor's  italics.]  Mr.  Thomp- 
son asked  if  the  late  Chancellor  Lansing,  had  not  been  named 
to  him.  He  said  no,  and  added  that  Mr.  Lansing  was  nearly 
seventy  years  of  age. 

"  I  enquired  if  there  would  be  any  inconvenience  in  delaying  the 
appointment  for  a  fortnight.  He  said  there  would  ;  that  South- 
wick  would  in  the  meantime  be  receiving  the  money  of  the 
public,  and  the  longer  he  remained  in  ofifice  the  greater  would  be 
the  amount  of  his  delinquency. 

"  I  asked  if  his  deputy  could  not  be  authorized  to  act  in  the 
interval.  He  said  his  deputy  was  of  his  own  family  and  would 
be  under  his  control. 

"  After  he  withdrew,  the  President  said  he  thought  it  very 
questionable  whether  he  ought  to  interfere  in  the  case  at  all." 

A  long  debate  as  to  the  povi^er  of  the  President  to  inter- 
fere followed.  Mr.  Adams  said  that  while  "  the  law  gave  the 
appointment  of  all  the  Postmasters  exclusively  to  the  Post- 
master-General, .  .  .  there  might  be  cases  in  which  it 
would  be  quite  proper  that  the  President  should  interfere." 

"  7th.  The  President  told  me  that  he  had  answered  the  Post- 
master-General that  he  would  not  interfere  in  the  case  of  the 
appointment  of  the  Postmaster  at  Albany.  .  .  .  J.  W.  Taylor 
told  me  that  S.  Van  Rensselaer  had  already  got  his  commission 
as  Postmaster  at  Albany,  and  was  going  off  tomorrow  evening." 

Mr.  Hammond  in  \ns  Political  History  of  New  York,  ii.,  96, 
thus  records  the  incident  relative  to  the  Albany  post-ofifice. 
After  stating  the  merits  of  General  Van  Rensselaer,  who,  he 
says  "  was  a  candidate  for  appointment  to  the  vacant  ofifice 
and  a  steady  and  uniform  federalist,"  and  also  asserting  that 
"  Chancellor  Lansing  was  the  candidate  for  the  democratic 
party  at  Albany,  "  he  proceeds  as  follows: 

"  Previous,  however,  to  the  decision  of  the  national  executive 
in  relation  to  the  Albany   Post-office,  Vice-President  Tompkins 
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and  the  two  New  York  Senators  Rufus  King  and  Martin  Van 
Buren,  communicated  to  the  president  and  postmaster-general 
a  formally  written  protest  against  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Van 
Rensselaer,  exclusively  on  the  ground  that  he  was  a  federalist. 
The  semi-official  avowal  of  a  cause  why  a  gallant  soldier  should 
not  participate  in  the  civil  patronage  of  the  government,  was 
viewed  with  wonder  by  some  of  the  republican  members  who 
were  acquainted  with  New  York  politics.  To  us  it  was  not  at 
all  surprising.  The  course  of  Gov,  Tompkins  and  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  the  course  which  had  been  pursued  by  both  political 
parties  since  the  famous  council  of  1801,  called  Clinton's  and 
Spencer's  council.  .  .  .  Considering  what  may  be  called  the 
common  law  of  parties  in  this  State,  and  making  due  allowance 
for  it,  I  cannot  censure  with  severity  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Tomp- 
kins and  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

"  But  the  conduct  of  Mr.  King  ought  to  be  tried  by  a  different 
rule.  He  had  been  uniformly  a  federalist  ;  had  been  supported 
by  that  party  steadily,  from  the  year  1787  ;  had  in  1814  been 
elected  to  the  United  States  Senate  by  the  federalists,  and  been 
re-elected  by  their  unanimous  vote  ;  and  although,  for  special 
and  peculiar  reasons,  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  his  friends,  the  last 
time  he  was  elected,  had  supported  him.  It  was  under  these 
circumstances  that  Mr.  King  opposed  the  appointment  of  Solomon 
Van  Rensselaer  to  the  office  of  postmaster  at  Albany,  because  he 
was  or  had  been  a  federalist. 

"  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  and  his  family  and  friends  had  twice  sup- 
ported Mr.  King  for  Senator,  and  more  than  once  for  Governor 
of  New  York,  and  Mr.  King  for  that  and  similar  reasons,  and 
none  other,  protested  against  his  appointment.  This  act  was 
wholly  unworthy  of  Mr.  King,  who  during  a  long  course  of  public 
life,  on  all  other  occasions,  conducted  himself  with  great  dignity  ; 
and  although  we  might  believe  his  political  opinions  erroneous,  yet 
we  esteemed  and  venerated  the  individual  as  an  high-minded  and 
honourable  man.  He  had  been  a  national  and  not  a  state  poli- 
tician, and  his  initiation  into  the  mysteries  of  Albany  politics 
during  the  convention,  the  autumn  preceding,  must  have  pro- 
duced this  ill  advised  act,  an  act  which  I  have  no  doubt  he  shortly 
afterwards  regretted."  * 

*  The  Editor  cannot  refrain  from  giving  here  the  following  account  of  the 
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This  statement,  which  was  j)ublished  in  1842,  twenty  years 
after  the  publication  of  the  correspondence  with  the  Postmaster- 
General,  shows  clearly  the  hand  of  a  partisan,  and  incorrectly 
reports  the  motives  and  action  of  Mr.  King.  It  leaves  out  the 
fact,  except  as  an  unworthy  excuse  for  his  conduct  offered  by  his 
friends,  that  as  soon  as  Mr.  King  knew  that  the  Postmaster-General 
refused  a  delay  of  appointment  and  that  he  had  named  Gen.  Van 
Rensselaer  to  the  President  as  his  selection  for  the  Albany  post- 
Albany  post-office  affair,  published  by  H.  Hastings  in  the  New  York  Com- 
mercial Advertiser  on  October  30,  1883,  an  account  which,  for  positive  mis- 
statement throughout,  and  for  malignity  of  expression,  can  only  be  understood 
to  result  from  some  personal  reason,  for  it  was  written  more  than  sixty  years 
after  the  events  criticised.  Giving,  in  a  series  of  papers  relative  to  the  Political 
History  of  New  York,  furnished  by  him  to  that  paper,  a  narrative  of  the  events 
in  the  year  1822,  he  writes  as  follows  ;  affording,  happily,  at  the  same  time  a 
key  to  the  guidance  under  which  the  appointment  was  made, — "  Governor 
Clinton  quietly  engineered  the  matter." 

"  The  council  of  appointment  in  the  hands  of  the  Tammany  Democracy 
removed  every  Clintonian  and  Federalist  from  office.  Among  the  latter  Genl. 
Sol.  Van  Rensselaer,  Adjutant-General." 

"  But  Van  Buren  and  the  Bucktails  spared  neither  patriot  nor  soldier  in 
office  who  was  suspected  of  leaning  towards  Governor  Clinton.  ...  A  short 
time  after  the  council  of  appointment,  the  Van  Buren  political  machine,  re- 
moved the  old  soldier,  General  Van  Rensselaer,  from  the  office  of  Adjutant- 
General,  a  spontaneous  movement  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  of 
Albany  and  throughout  the  State  to  have  the  General  appointed  Postmaster  at 
Albany  in  place  of  Solomon  Southwick,  whose  accounts  were  found  to  be 
irregular.  Governor  Clinton  quietly  engineered  the  matter.  His  hand  was  not 
seen  in  the  movement.  President  Monroe,  to  the  surprise  of  Senator  Van 
Buren  and  Vice-President  Tompkins,  made  the  appointment. 

"  The  country,  however,  was  astonished  when  it  became  known  that  Senator 
Rufus  King  had  joined  with  Van  Buren  and  Tompkins  to  remonstrate  against 
the  appointment  of  General  Van  Rensselaer  to  the  Albany  Postoffice.  His 
friends  made  an  effort  to  quiet  the  excited  feeling,  which  his  extraordinary 
action  had  produced.  Mr.  King  was  known  to  be  an  extreme  Federalist,  except 
in  so  far  as  he  favored  a  prosecution  of  the  war  of  1812.  In  all  other  things 
he  was  in  perfect  accord  with  his  party.  In  apologizing  for  him  it  was  said  he 
did  not  remonstrate  against  the  appointment  of  General  Van  Rensselaer,  "  he 
merely  requested  the  appointment  might  be  delayed  until  parties  from  Albany 
could  be  heard  from  " — delayed  until  Van  Buren  and  Tompkins  could  bring  up 
their  force.  This  was  not  a  position  in  which  to  place  an  honorable  man. 
His  friends  might  better  not  have  attempted  to  offer  such  a  lame  excuse. 

"  The  world,  as  a  rule,  is  disposed  to  admire  a  frank  and  bold  man,  moved  by 
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office,  he  withdrew  from  any  further  interference  in  the  matter, 
an  interference  which  was  continued  by  the  Vice-President  and 
Senator  Van  Buren.  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  was  as  much  the 
candidate  of  the  Democratic  party  as  was  Chancellor  Lansing, 
whom  Mr.  King  preferred,  though  he  did  fiot  solicit  his  appoint- 
ment ;  and  the  General  had  been  a  Federalist  and  gone  over  to 
the  Clinton  faction  of  the  Democratic  party,  while  Chancellor 
Lansing  was  in  harmony  with  those  Federalists  who  had  gone  to 

partisan  considerations,  rather  than  a  trimmer  under  cover  [Italics  the  Editor's] 
who  seeks  to  accomplish  the  same  end.  Mr.  King  could  not  escape  the  odium 
that  he  consented  to  become  the  creature  of  Van  Buren  and  Tompkins,  because 
they  had  reelected  him  United  States  Senator.  This  was  the  prevailing  opinion 
of  citizens  generally  at  the  time. 

"'The  act'  says  Dr.  Hammond,  one  of  his  friends  and  eulogists,  'was 
wholly  unworthy  of  Mr.  King,  who  during  a  long  course  of  public  life  on  all 
other  occasions  conducted  himself  with  great  dignity  and  was  venerated  as  a 
high-minded  and  honorable  man."  Dr.  Hammond  intimates  in  his  '''Political 
History  of  New  York  "  that  Mr.  King  was  a  victim  of  '  evil  communica- 
tions.' His  association  with  the  unscrupulous  politicians,  who  made  the  com- 
bination to  return  him  to  the  United  States  Senate,  had  produced  a  marked 
change  in  his  views  and  general  character.  He  made  this  fact  more  clearly 
marked  by  his  words  in  the  Constitutional  Convention. 

"  It  is  another  instance  showing  that  most  illustrious  statesmen  and  '  founders 
of  the  Government,'  had  the  same  peculiarities  of  character  that  are  so  reprehen- 
sible in  the  'political  workers'  of  modern  times.  We  refer  to  those  who 
remember  favors  and  pay  old  debts  in  kind.  Mr.  King  never  could  have 
placed  himself  in  the  position  of  a  trading  politician  had  he  not  been  under 
an  obligation  to  Van  Buren,  Tompkins  and  Tammany  Hall.  General  Van 
Rensselaer's  family  and  friends  had  been  for  years  under  all  circumstances  the 
warm  and  devoted  supporters  of  Mr.  King.  In  view  of  their  relations  politi- 
cally and  socially,  Mr.  King's  conduct  must  be  regarded  as  not  creditable  to  a 
gentleman  of  his  standing  before  the  country.  Mr.  King  ever  after  was 
regarded  quite  as  much  of  a  Democrat  as  a  Federalist.  When  his  term  of 
office  as  United  States  Senator  expired  two  or  three  years  after,  he  declined  a 
reelection  and  retired  to  private  life.  He  was,  however,  recalled  to  service  in 
1825  by  President  Adams,  who  appointed  him  Minister  to  England,  the  same 
place  to  which  President  Washington  appointed  him  thirty  years  before.  His 
championship  of  freedom  in  the  great  struggle  against  slavery  on  the  admission 
of  Missouri  will  carry  his  name  and  fame  into  history  for  all  time.  Mr.  King 
became  the  Federal  leader  after  the  death  of  Hamilton.  For  over  thirty  years 
he  was  recognized  as  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  United  States  Senate,  and 
we  might  add  in  the  nation.  He  belonged  to  the  old  school  and  looked  the 
model  of  refinement." 
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the  other  or  Tammany  section  of  the  Federalists  because  they 
deprecated  the  continuance  of  Mr.  Clinton's  influence  and  ways. 
Mr.  King,  without  joining  these,  and  indeed  holding  himself 
aloof  from  all  party  questions,  desired  in  every  way  to  curtail 
what  he  considered  the  destructive  policy  of  Gov,  Clinton.  It 
was  not,  as  he  says  himself,  that  he  objected  to  the  appointment 
of  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  because  he  was  a  Federalist,  but  because 
he  and  his  friends  were  CUntoniatis.  Mr.  Hammond  says,  Mr. 
King's  conduct  should  be  tried  by  a  different  rule  from  that  of 
Messrs.  Tompkins  and  Van  Buren.  This  is  true  ;  but  the  stand- 
ard suggested  is  not  a  correct  one.  Mr.  King  had  always  been  a 
Federalist  and  had  from  the  year  1787  adhered  to  that  party 
steadily  ;  he  had  never  swerved  from  the  principles  they  held  ; 
he  had  been  elected  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  1814 
by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Federalists  in  the  Legislature,  and 
nominated  as  Governor  and  sustained,  though  ineffectually,  by 
Federalists — Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  and  his  family  and  friends — and 
when  the  question  of  his  reelection  to  the  Senate  came  up  and  the 
turmoil  of  New  York  politics  dislocated  the  arrangements  and 
relations  of  those  who  sought  to  manage  them,  these  same  Fed- 
eralists, who  were  tired  of  exclusion  from  the  spoils  of  office, 
threw  themselves  into  the  arms  of  Mr.  Clinton  and  became 
Clintonians,  and  received  their  reward,  some  of  them  at  least,  and 
among  them  Gen.  Van  Rensselaer  ;  he  receiving  very  properly  the 
office  of  Adjutant-General,  for  which  he  was  eminently  qualified. 
But  the  people  at  the  election  in  the  year  182 1,  though  they  re- 
elected Mr.  Clinton  as  Governor,  changed  the  political  character 
of  the  Council,  which  had  not  yet  been  abolished,  and  of  the 
Legislature,  which  bodies  in  accordance  with  the  customs  of  the 
parties,  dismissed  the  Clintonians  from  the  public  offices,  among 
others  the  General,  who  was  then  elected  by  his  Albany  friends  to 
Congress. 

Mr.  King  did  not  suggest  anybody  for  the  Albany  post-office, 
but  he  certainly  had  a  preference,  as  he  told  Gen.  Van  Rens- 
selaer himself,  and  naturally  followed  it,  without  however  seek- 
ing to  influence  any  person  in  gratifying  it.  Whether  it  was  wise 
or  prudent  to  follow  the  lead  of  the  wily  politician,  who  had  his 
own  personal  reasons  for  preventing  the  choice  of  the  General, 
and  has  since  avowed  them,  is  another  question.     His  sense  of 
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gratitude  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  at  the  time  of  warm  personal  re- 
gard, was  strongly  felt  ;  and  his  judgment  may  have  been  swayed 
by  him.  As  to  his  reelection  to  the  Senate,  he  might  have 
thanked  Gov.  Clinton  also,  for  he  was  chosen  by  an  unanimous 
vote :  Clintonians,  Republicans,  and  Federalists* — as  Mr.  Adams 
has  said,  "an  unparalled  election  in  the  history  of  the  United 
States." 

He  had  never  solicited  the  agency  of  any  man  to  promote  his 
election.  All  felt,  though  many  differed  in  general  political  views, 
that  he  was  the  ablest,  the  fittest,  and  always  the  most  faithful 
representative  in  looking  after  and  supporting  the  best  interest 
of  the  State  in  relation  to  national  affairs.  All  believed  him 
honest  and  incorruptible  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  that 
he  was  the  most  useful  and  satisfactory  representative  in  the 
great  council  of  the  nation,  and  especially  in  all  its  commercial 
interests.  When  he  was  chosen,  and  in  all  his  after  life,  he  was 
trusted,  and  never  disappointed  the  confidence  placed  in  him. 
The  charge  which  the  malignity  of  political  adversaries  has  made 
against  him,  and  repeated  years  after  his  death,  was  without 
foundation.  The  Nemo  repente  turpissimus  of  Cicero,  as  true 
then  as  now,  would  have  been  falsified,  and  although  he  may 
have  acted  unwisely,  it  was  not  to  do  an  injustice  or  to  wrong  an 
old  friend,  or  to  be  a  "  trimmer"  as  sixty  years  after  his  death 
he  is  said  to  have  been. 


Wm.  a.  Duer  to  R.  King, 

Albany,  Jany.  13th,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  The  appointment  of  one  of  the  most  uniform  &  bitter 
opponents  of  the  general  government  and  its  supporters  in  this 
State,  to  the  Post  office  in  this  City  has  excited  equal  surprize 
&  disgust  amongst  the  Republicans  of  this  City,  and  those  from 
the  different  parts  of  the  State  who  are  assembled  here  in  the 
Legislature,  at  Court  &c.  ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  generally  satis- 
factory to  the  opposite  party  :  for  he  was  no  less  distinguished 
for    his    incapacity  for  such  a  situation    than    for    his   jealous 

*  Hammond's  Political  History  of  New  York,  vol.  i.,  pp.  483,  486,  514 
et  seq.,  will  be  found  interesting  in  this  connection. 
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dv:  exclusive  attachment  to  the  political  interest  of  Clinton, 
Spencer  iS,:  Van  Ness.  Nothing  prevented  the  call  of  a  public 
meeting  yesterday  on  the  subject  but  the  intimation  that  we  might 
expect  some  communication  from  Washington,  which  it  would  be 
advisable  to  have  possession  of  first.  The  conduct  of  our  dele- 
gation in  the  H.  of  R.  is  inexplicable  and  such  is  the  state  of 
public  feeling  in  regard  to  it,  that  it  would  be  no  difficult  matter 
to  induce  the  Republican  Members  of  the  Legislature  to  de- 
nounce them  formally  and  to  include  in  the  censure  every  indi- 
vidual who  advised  or  connived  in  the  measure  which  they 
sanctioned. 

There  was  a  feeling  of  sympathy  in  favor  of  Chancellor  Lansing 
in  both  parties  ;  notwithstanding  that  a  person,  who  was  young  and 
active  enough  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  the  office  himself,  would 
have  been  preferred  if  his  principles  and  conduct  had  not  rendered 
him  obnoxious.  Many  such  were  to  be  found,  and  if  Chancellor 
Lansing  (as  I  have  heard  it  intimated)  did  not  wish  the  office, 
no  appointment  could  have  been  more  proper  or  satisfactory  than 
that  of  M.  Van  Buren's  brother  in  law,  Mr.  Cantine.  He  is  an 
amiable,  upright  man  perfectly  conversant  with  business  &  ac- 
counts, &  notwithstanding  the  most  laborious  industry  &  severe 
economy  is  almost  starving  upon  one  half  of  the  profits  of 
Printing. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  next  President  there  seems  to  be  a  gen- 
eral anxiety  here,  that  our  delegation  &  that  from  Pennsylvania 
should  keep  themselves  uncommitted  until  they  can  interfere 
with  effect.  But  we  consider  all  that  is  said  is  only  premature, 
&  hope  that  the  matter  will  be  left  for  the  next  Congress  to 
settle.     .     .     . 

Your  obedient  Servant 

W.  A.   DUER. 

Mr.  King  writes  to  his  son,  Charles  King  on  January  14th, 
recapitulating,  in  answer  to  certain  statements  in  the  news- 
papers misrepresenting  his  actions,  that  after  the  reply  of 
the  Postmaster-General  to  the  second  letter, 

"  the  Vice  Pesident  &  Van  Buren  replied  immediately.  I  did 
not  see  their  letter  :  it  was  not  shewn  to  me,  but  I  conceive  it  to 
have  remonstrated  agt.  Genl.  Van  Rensselaer's  appointment,  on 
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the  ground  of  political  character  and  to  have  urged  that  of 
Chancellor  Lansing  as  better  entitled  to  a  preference. 

"  I  have  understood  that  the  President  seemed  disposed  to  pre- 
fer Chancellor  Lansing,  but  doubting  the  right,  or  expediency,  of 
controlling  the  P.  M.  G.  (who  had  informed  him  that  unless  he 
was  restrained  he  should  appoint  Genl.  V.  Rensselaer)  he  con- 
sulted his  cabinet,  &  the  result  was  not  to  interfere  to  restrain  the 
appt.  of  Genl.  V.  Rensselaer,  who  was  appointed  on  Monday  the 
7th. 

"  In  any  other  view  than  a  preference  for  Chancellor  Lansing,  I 
have  not  had,  &  have  not,  any  concern  in  this  Business.  I  say 
this  as  between  ourselves,  not  desiring  so  far  as  regards  myself, 
that  anything  more  should  be  said  about  it.  I  think  it  not  un- 
likely that  some  excitement  will  prevail  at  Albany,  and  that 
dissatisfaction  in  respect  to  Genl.  V.  Rensselaer's  appointment 
will  be  shown.     ...  R.  K." 


Judge  Benson  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  i6th.  Jany. 

At  Dinner  yesterday  at  the  Governor's  Judge  Van  Ness  ex- 
pressed himself  that  you  had  objected  to  the  appointment  of 
Solomon  Van  Rensselaer  as  Deputy  Post  Master  here  that  he  was 
a  federalist ;  and  farther,  that  you  had  joined  others  in  a  formal 
Memorial  to  the  Post  Master  General  in  favour  of  Southwick. 
Will  you  as  instantly  as  you  can,  let  me  hear  from  you  by  a  line  in 
answer  to  be  directed  to  me  at  this  place  and  to  remain  in  the 
Post  Office  till  called  for.  E.  B. 

Endorsed  by  R.  K.  :  ["Judge  Benson.  l6th  Jany  '22 — answered  'It 
was  false.'  "] 


R.  King  to  Egbert  Benson. 

20  Jany.,  1822. 

I  have  this  moment  reed,  your  letter  of  the  i6th,  stating  that  at 
a  dinner  at  the  Governor's  on  the  day  before  Judge  Van  Ness 
made  this  observation.  "  Mr.  King  objected  to  the  appointment 
of  Solomon  V.  R.  to  be  P.  M.  at  Albany,  because  he  is  a  federalist, 
and  he  joined  others  in  a  memorial  to  the  P.  M.  G.  that  South- 
wick should  be  continued  in  office."     This  tale  in  the  whole  and 
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in  all  its  parts  is  false,  as  I  neither  applied  to  the  P.  M.  G.  in 
favor,  nor  objected  to  the  appointment  of  any  one  as  P.  M.  at 
Albany  ;  nor  have  I  conferred  with  the  President  or  the  P.  M.  G. 
on  the  subject. 

Having  heard  that  the  P.  O.  at  Albany  had  become  or  was 
about  to  fall  vacant,  and  that  Genl.  Van  R.  was  spoken  of  as  a 
candidate,  it  occurred  to  me  &  to  my  colleague  Mr.  V.  B.  that 
Chancellor  Lansing  might  be  willing  to  accept  the  office  ;  we 
therefore  wrote  a  note  to  the  P.  M.  G.,  asking  information  whe- 
ther the  office  at  Albany  was  likely  to  become  vacant  ;  being  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative,  we  wrote  a  second  note  to  the  P.  M.  G., 
in  which  the  V.  Pr.  united,  requesting  the  delay  of  appointing  a 
successor  to  Mr.  Southwick  for  a  fortnight,  in  order  that  we 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  consult  the  citizens  of  Albany  on  a 
subject  in  wh.  they  are  particularly  interested.  To  this  letter  I 
have  understood,  tho'  I  have  not  seen  the  answer,  that  the  P.  M. 
G.  replied  that  he  could  not  delay  the  appointment  beyond  the 
following  Monday,  on  which  day  Genl.  Sol.  V.  R.  was  appointed 
and  vacated  his  seat  in  Congress.  I  joined  in  no  other  Letter  or 
Paper  on  this  subject,  asked  no  man  to  continue  Southwick  in 
office,  to  oppose  Gen.  V.  R's  appointment,  or  to  support  that  of 
Chancellor  Lansing.  Genl.  V.  R.  informed  me  that  he  was  a 
candidate  for  the  office,  &  without  reserve  I  told  him,  that  learn- 
ing the  probable  vacancy  of  the  office,  I  felt  a  strong  desire,  that 
it  should  be  given  to  Chancellor  Lansing,  if  he  would  accept  it : 
beyond  this  interference  I  have  had  no  share. 

Yrs.  &c 
R.  K. 

It  was  deemed  right,  considering  this  charge  against 
Mr.  King's  personal  character,  that  the  case  should  be  here 
presented  in  full,  so  that  there  should  be  no  ground  for  the 
accusation  that  his  friends  at  the  time  endeavored  to  "  cover 
up  "  what  he  had  done. 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 

King  to  C.  King — Portuguese  and  Spanish  Claims — King  to  J.  A.  King — 
Apathy  about  the  Constitution — Van  Buren  never  zealous  for  it — Gore  to 
King — Governor  Brooks  supposed  King  was  opposed  to  Claims  of  Massa- 
chusetts on  United  States — Denied  it  for  him — King  to  C.  King — Principle 
of  Reciprocity  Basis  of  Action  in  West  India  Trade — Gilmore  to  King — 
Circulation  of  United  States  Bank  Notes — King  to  Gore — On  Massa- 
chusetts' Claims — King  to  C.  King — Neuville's  Inactivity  about  Claims  on 
France — Van  Buren  to  J.  A.  King — Gore  to  King — Repelled  Governor 
Brooks'  Suggestion  that  he  would  vote  against  Massachusetts'  Claims — Gore 
to  King — Federalists  in  Massachusetts  laud  the  President — Reasons — 
Assent  to  Virginia's  Pretensions — King  to  Gore — W.  Pinkney's  Death — 
Estimate  of  him — J.  A.  King  to  King — Constitution  adopted — King  to 
Gore — Spanish  Minister's  Protest  against  the  President's  Message  relative 
to  the  Spanish  Colonies — Congress  will  make  Appropriations  for  diplo- 
matic Intercourse  with  them — King  to  C.  King — Restrictions — Report 
on  them — King  to  C.  King — Mr.  Gallatin  may  remain  in  Paris  and 
new  Negotiations  about  French  Claims  may  be  begun. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Washington,  Jany.  15,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Neuville  since  Saturday.  In  conversation 
with  Mr.  Adams  today,  he  said  that  the  Portugal  Consul's  claim, 
arising  out  of  the  Antwerp  cases,  had  been  sold  to  certain 
persons  connected  with  the  public  offices  at  50.  per  cent,  and 
that  he  had  no  doubt  that  other  portions  of  this  claim,  if  sold  to 
these  individuals,  would  immediately  in  like  manner  be  paid. 
Mr.  A.  said,  that  offers  had  been  made  to  some  of  the  Antwerp 
claimants,  (whether  to  Mr.  Gracie's  Agents  he  did  not  know) 
to  purchase  their  claims  at  50-pr.  Ct.  and  if  sold  they  would  be 
paid  the  next  day  !  !  !  I  made  no  other  observation,  than  that 
I  apprehended  Mr.  Neuville  had  encouraged  the  delay,  or  post- 
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ponement  of  the  Amcr.  claims  on  tlie  Fr.  Govt,  in  the  expecta- 
tion that  the  French  demands  here  wd.  be  helped  thereby.  Mr. 
A.  assented,  and  added  a  remark  or  two  in  confirmation. 

I  understand  that  the  Commissioners  on  the  Spanish  claims 
are  hard  at  work  :  they  require  written  arguments,  which  the 
Gentlemen  of  the  Law  dislike.  It  is  said  that  the  question  of 
the  St.  Sebastian  cases,  in  wh.  the  insurance  offices  are  so  deeply 
concerned,  is  under  consideration  and  that  the  admission  of 
their  claims  is  doubtful.  I  speak  from  rumour  ;  should  these 
claims  be  excluded  it  will  be  of  great  importance  to  others  whose 
claims  shall  be  allowed,  since  the  Fr.  claims  (i— e.  those  of  St. 
Sebastian)  are  supposed  to  amount  to  15  Mil.  Dollars. 

I  am  faithfully  yrs 
R.  K. 

R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Washington,  January  19,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

It  has  been  somewhat  mysterious  that  so  much  apathy  pre- 
vailed on  this  subject  [the  vote  on  the  constitution]  and  may 
lead  to  doubts,  notwithstanding  the  immense  vote  for  the  calling 
of  a  Convention,  whether  the  People  were  not  content  under  the 
old  system,  bad  as  its  administration  unquestionably  was.  Mov- 
ing out  of  a  bad  into  a  good  atmosphere  is  sometimes  unhealthy. 
The  question  is  now  decided,  and  I  cannot  but  believe,  that  the 
great  body  of  Office  Holders  and  their  influence  have  been 
paralised,  or  opposed  to  the  Constitution. 

Van  Buren  never  was  zealous,  nay  has  doubted  whether  the 
amendments  wd.  be  adopted.  In  this  he  has  been  not  only 
sincere,  but  individually  disinterested,  and  should  the  Con- 
stitution fail  it  will  possibly  create  more  joy  than  grief. 

Our  Georgetown  quarters  are  better  than  those  of  our  friends 
in  Washington. 

Van  Buren  continues  to  go  on  satisfactorily,  tho'  he  was  a  little 
discouraged  with  the  appointment  to  the  Albany  P.  Office. 

There  is  here  a  Miss  Randolph,  granddaughter  of  Mr.  Jefferson  ; 
about  whom  the  young  members  of  Congress  collect,  and  with 
them  V.  B.  She  is  intelligent  and  more  interesting  for  her 
education  and  literature  than  for  beauty,  or  the  manners  of  good 
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society.      During   a    few    days    since   at    Col.    Henderson's,    the 
Marine  Band  was  present,  and  Miss  Randolph,  requested  to  name 

the  music,  called  for  the  Yellow  haired  Laddie  &c,  &c 

R.  K. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Jan.  21,  1822. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

The  last  Summer  Governor  Brooks  called  on  me,  and  mentioned 

a  strong  Desire  he  entertained  to  see  you,  expressing  an  hope, 

that  you    might   visit    Massachusetts   in  the  Autumn.     He  had 

much  anxiety  on  account  of   the  Claim  of  the  State  on  the  U 

States,  for  Expences  incurred  in  defending  its  Territories  during 

the  last  War,  and  this  anxiety  was  much  increased  from  learning, 

that  you  were  opposed  to  its  Adjustment  &  Allowance,  unless 

the  Commonwealth  would  pass  some  Resolutions,  which,  in  his 

opinion,  might  degrade  its  Character.     I  replied  that  although  I 

knew  that  you   disapproved  the  Opinion  of  the  Justices  of  the 

Supreme    Court   on    the  conflicting  Claims  of  the    U   States  & 

this  State,  in  relation  to  the  Control  of  the  Militia,  I  felt  very 

confident  you  could  never  indulge  a  thought  that  Massachusetts 

should  do  anything  to  diminish  her  Character  in  the  Eyes  of  the 

Nation,   or   of   herself  ;    that  you  had   voted  in  the  Senate  for 

the   Settlement  of   her   Claims,  on  account  of  the   Defence  by 

the  Militia,  and  I  believed  you  would    always  so  vote,  without 

stirring  any  Questions  on  the  Subject  of   Disagreement,  between 

the   two    Governments,    in    the    past   War.     In   this    Opinion    I 

sincerely  hope   and  believe    I    am  correct.     The  whole  amount 

demanded  is  not  in  my  judgment,  worth  the  least  Diminution  of 

Self  Respect  in  the  State.     .     .     .  Your  faithful  Friend 

C.  Gore. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Senate  Chamber,  i  Feby.,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  yours  by  the  mail  of  today,  and  am  pleased  that  the 

Chamber  of  Commerce  have  adopted  the  Resolution  which  you 

offered — it  v/ill  have  a  useful  influence  in  checking  the  impatience 

with  which   a  necessary  &  politic  regulation   is  borne   in  other 
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quarters.  So  much  of  your  proceedings  as  rest  on  the  probable 
opening  of  the  Br.  Colonial  Ports,  is  of  dubious  policy  ;  since  it 
may  operate  unfavorably  on  those  who  may  be  averse  to  that 
measure. 

The  principle  of  reciprocity,  which  is  the  basis  of  our  pro. 
ceedings,  and  which  justifies  our  restrictions  in  the  West  India 
trade,  is  also  the  rule  we  desire  to  establish  with  France — and 
every  movement  that  may  take  place  in  respect  to  the  W.  India 
regulation,  will  have  a  weakening  influence  on  our  negotiation 
with  France.  It  has  been  believed  by  the  French  Govt,  that  our 
southern  States,  which  produce  the  articles  of  Cotton,  Tobacco 
&  Rice  would  be  unwilling  to  submit  to  any  regulation  by  wh. 
the  markets  &  ships  of  France  should  be  denied.  The  meetings  on 
the  subject  of  the  W.  Ind.  Trade  will  serve  to  impair  the  hopes 
of  Mr.  Neuville,  and  to  prolong  &  embarrass  a  most  important 
negotiation. 

Unless  we  can  carry  our  great  and  bulky  articles  to  market, 
on  as  good  terms  as  foreigners,  we  must  relinquish  the  advantages 
of  a  commercial  marine,  which  has  at  all  times  contributed  so 
much  to  the  wealth  of  the  Navigating  Powers,  and,  what  is  more, 
must  give  up  the  Navy,  so  necessary  not  only  for  the  safety  of 
Commerce,  but  so  important  as  the  best  and  cheapest  defence  of 
our  sea  coast,  of  our  bays  &  rivers  and  of  the  commercial  towns 
situated  upon  them.  R.  K. 


R.  GiLMORE  TO  R.  King. 

Baltimore,  ist  February,  1S22. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  trust  you  will  pardon  me  the  liberty  I  take  of  again  troubling 
you  with  the  subject  of  the  memorial  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  the  report  of  the  committee  on  which  I  observe  is  to  come 
under  discussion  in  the  Senate  on  Tuesday.  .  .  .  My  object 
in  addressing  you  at  present  is  simply  to  urge  the  higher  import- 
ance of  the  restriction  of  the  circulation  of  our  notes  to  the  districts 
wherein  they  are  issued  (with  the  exception  stated  in  the  docu- 
ments before  Congress)  by  the  Government  refusing  to  receive 
them  except  in  the  district  in  which  they  are  made  payable, 
Such  a  restriction  appears  to  us  and  all  those  well  informed  on 
the  facts  essential  to  the  well  being  of  the  institution,  and  to  the 
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establishment  and  preservation  of  a  sound  currency  ;  for  experi- 
ence has  manifested  in  the  most  striking  manner  that  under  the 
present  system,  it  is  quite  impossible  to  retain  our  notes  in  the 
circulation  in  the  district  where  they  are  issued  ;  they  disappear 
immediately,  as  may  naturally  be  expected  in  the  Western  and 
some  of  the  Southern  districts,  and  are  necessarily  replaced  by 
a  depreciated  currency  to  the  serious  injury  both  of  the  Govern- 
ment «S:  our  unfortunate  Bank.  If  Congress  saw  the  subject  in  the 
light  which  is  presumed  by  us  to  be  the  true  one,  no  doubt  would 
be  entertained  of  their  readiness  to  afford  the  Bank  all  the  pro- 
tection it  asks,  and  asks  not  more  for  its  stockholders  than  for 
the  Nation  at  large,  to  whom  it  professes  to  be  of  the  greatest 
utility  in  the  restoration  of  the  currency  and  the  equalization  of 
exchanges,  without  urging  other  benefits  of  importance.  Should 
Congress,  however,  refuse  the  prayer  of  the  memorial  to  restrict 
the  circulation  in  the  manner  pointed  out,  then  in  addition  to  the 
evils  already  experienced,  the  Bank  will  have  to  encounter  an 
immense  disadvantage,  the  hostility  of  the  State  Banks  &  the 
State  Governments,  as  you  will  no  doubt  have  already  perceived 
in  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  and  thus  the  mortifying 
spectacle  is  again  exhibited  of  a  State  in  collision  with  the 
Supreme  Court,  or,  in  other  words,  the  Government. 

To  attempt  enforcing  to  you,  by  any  arguments  of  mine,  the 
tendency  of  the  measure  in  producing  a  sound  currency,  and 
consequently  all  the  advantages  resulting  from  so  happy  a  state 
of  the  circulation,  would  be  useless.  You  are  no  doubt  fully 
possessed  of  the  subject  and  prepared  to  decide  on  it,  and  I 
would  venture  to  hope  favorably.  However  this  may  be,  a 
recurrence  to  the  statement  made  by  the  Bank  at  the  last  session, 
which  you  will  find  in  the  reports  of  the  Senate,  might  probably 
suggest  new  views  of  this  particular  case,  and  I  would  therefore 
beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  it,  should  it  have  escaped  your  notice 
at  this  time.  It  would  also  be  satisfactory  to  the  Bank,  if,  enter- 
taining doubts  of  the  advantages  of  the  restriction  prayed  for, 
Congress  should  pass  the  Act  with  a  limitation  of  five  years,  or 
even  three  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  it  need  not  be 
renewed  if  the  success  of  the  measure  did  not  answer  the  expec- 
tations formed  of  it.  The  experiment  at  least  could  be  made, 
with  great  respect  &  esteem  R.  Gilmore. 
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R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Washington,  Feb.  3,  1822. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  have  reed,  your  letter  of  the  21.  It  seems  very  extraordinary 
that  Gov  Brooks  should  entertain  any  apprehension  that  I  could 
in  any  situation  be  unmindful  of  the  honor  or  the  interest  of 
Massachusetts. 

In  respect  to  their  claims  you  certainly  will  know  my  way  of 
thinking  on  every  part  of  this  subject ;  indeed  my  opinions  were 
common,  on  this,  as  on  a  thousand  other  cases — as  of  you,  so  of 
myself.  State  the  case  &  I  could  without  communication,  by 
the  operation  of  my  own  mind,  be  able  to  tell  what  would  be 
your  opinion  on  the  subject ;  as  by  the  like  process  you  could 
arrive  at  what  would  be  mine. 

If  an  unreserved  communication  has  not  enabled  us  in  a  con- 
nexion of  almost  50  years  to  know  one  another,  so  as  to  mutually 
understand  the  conclusions  to  which  our  minds  arrive  in  questions 
like  the  present,  how  are  we  to  have  confidence  in  each  other  ; 
&  how  can  we  form  opinions  of  the  powers,  and  integrity  of 
human  intellect  ? 

We  are  passing  through  an  insipid,  &  inefficient  session.  I  at 
times  become  fatigued  ;  and  tho'  age  teaches  me  more  patience, 
&  less  confidence,  in  the  wisdom,  or  purity  of  mankind,  I  some 
days  almost  despair  ;  and  feel  more  than  half  convinced  that 
no  Government  can  be  administered  well,  until  some  scheme 
be  found  out,  in  which  every  man's  individual  desires,  be  they 
what  they  may,  shall  subserve  the  objects  to  be  effected  by 
the  Govt. 

Montesquieu  has  somewhere  a  reflection  to  this  purpose,  but 
gives  no  hint  in  respect  to  the  formation  of  so  extraordinary  a 
plan.  We  shall  talk  much,  and  enact  little  ;  perhaps  I  may  be 
mistaken,  but  shd.  this  happen  so  much  the  better. 

We  have  no  administration.  Mr.  M.  tho'  not  buried,  is  dead, 
as  respects  direction,  or  control  :  his  cabinet  is  insincere  of 
necessity  ;  and  so  one  wanting  advice,  cannot  acquire  it  from 
men  who  from  jealousy  will  unite  in  no  opinion. 

The  prospect  of  the  future  affords  no  consolation — The  next 
election  of  Pr.  will  be  thrown  into  the  H.  of  R.  and  the  conse- 
quences will  be  immeasurably  hazardous  ! 
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But  I  quit  the  subject.     Whether  you  will  be  able  to  decipher 
these  hierogliphics  I  doubt,  for  eyes  &  pen  are  both  bad. 

R.  K. 


R,  King  to  C.  King. 

Washington,  Sunday,  Feb.  3,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  certainly  hoped,  tho'  I  confess  I  did  not  much  expect,  more 
satisfactory  news  from  Paris.  Instead  of  promoting,  as  he  once 
promised  to  do,  I  apprehend  that  his  temper  «S:  disappointment 
have  been  such  as  to  have  led  Mr.  Neuville  to  wish  the  delay  of 
the  Antwerp  Cases.  Being  greatly  disappointed  here,  it  is  not 
extraordinary  if  he  has  infused  a  portion  of  this  temper  into  his 
Govt.  I  do  not  suppose,  that  he  feels  any  doubt  of  the  justice 
of  the  claims,  nor  that  he  has  led  others  into  doubts  respecting 
them  ;  but  being  engaged  here  in  support  of  claims  on  our  Gov- 
ernment, he  may  believe  that  delay  in  adjusting  the  Antwerp 
Cases  may  have  some  influence  in  favor  of  his  claims  before  our 
Govt.  This  is  a  great  mistake  ;  and  I  regret  it  the  more,  as  the 
ill  effects  fall  for  the  moment  where  there  can  be  no  motive  nor 
wish  to  place  them.  The  foolish  project  of  the  African  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  has  led  our  Govt,  to  send  their  small  vessels  of  war 
to  the  Coast  of  Africa,  where  they  visit  and  search  the  vessels  of 
foreign  Nations,  and  thereby  excite  the  displeasure  of  France, 
and  other  powers,  over  whose  ships  &  policy  in  respect  to  the 
slave  Trade  we  have  no  kind  of  authority.  This  latter  proceed- 
ing may  be  altered  ;  but  the  claims  of  France  on  the  subject  of 
Navigation  are  very  difficult  to  be  adjusted.  The  claim  is  less 
reasonable,  than,  if  it  were  well  and  impartially  understood  in 
France,  would  be  insisted  on.  Concessions  on  our  part  to  a  rea- 
sonable extent  may  be  made  ;  but  to  go  further  wd.  bring  us 
into  future  and  very  important  difficulties  elsewhere. 

The  proceedings  at  Boston  will  strengthen  us,  and  I  shd.  sup- 
pose that  Baltimore  &  Philadelphia  will  be  willing  to  concur  in 
supporting  the  Restriction. 

The  for.  Papers,  render  the  continuance  of  Peace  somewhat 
doubtful :  indeed  the  old  world  is  unquiet  ;  Spain,  Portugal, 
France  &  Germany  are  feverish,  &:  the  death  of  Louis  XVIII  will 
be  very  critical.  R.  King. 
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M.  Van  Buren  to  J.  A.  King. 

(private.) 

Washington,  Fcby.  4,  1822. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

The  "  American  "  believing  "  that  the  film  which   has  so  long 
dimmed  the  eyes  of  the  country  is  removed,  that  passion  has  given 
place  to  reflection,  that  prejudice  has  yielded  to  good  feeling  & 
that  the  factious  distinctions  arising  from  prejudice,  passion  &  the 
force  of  circumstances  have  been  superceded,"  has  come  out  openly 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Adams,  expressed  its  determination  to  give  him 
a  zealous  support,  &  to  rely  for  its  success,  on  the  "  intelligence  & 
good  feeling  of  the  people  without  distinction  of  class  or  condition. 
As  the  independent  editor  of  a  free  press  Mr.  Verplanck  has  not 
only  a  perfect  right  to  take  the  course  he  has  laid  down,  but  if  he 
thinks  it  the  true  one,  it  is  his  duty  to  pursue  it  ;  with  that  I  med- 
dle not.     Mr.  Clinton  believing  that  the  period  of  which  Mr.  Ver- 
planck speaks,  had  arrived  in  his  day,  held  the  same  language  and 
backed  by  the  great  favour  of  his  uncle's  name,  and  armed  with 
the  patronage  of  office  to  the  amount  of  a  million  annually,  at- 
tempted to  push  bis  political  fortunes  on  the  assumption  that  the 
old  party  feelings  had  lost  their  force.  His  story  is  told :  Mr.  Ver- 
planck may  be  more  successful.     He  doubtless  thinks  so  &  does 
not  I  imagine  sufficiently  consider  that  the  political  atmosphere, 
in  which  he  at  present  moves   in  the    City  of   New  York,  de- 
rives its  temporary  character,  more  from  other  causes,  than  those 
he  speaks  of,  and  is  not  aware  how  different  he  might  find  it  in 
Albany  or  almost  any  other  place  in  the  State.     As  there  is  no 
necessity  that  you  should  (if  ever  so  inclined)  connect  yourself 
with  this  movement  until  after  the  fall  election,  I  take  the  liberty 
of  asking  you  to  reflect  on  the  expediency  of  doing  so.    As  to  the 
candidate  supported  by  the  "  American  "  I  say  nothing,  but  for  the 
present,  speak  only  of  the  grounds  upon  which  that  support  is  to 
be  conducted.     The  well  grounded  friendship  I  entertain  for  you 
&:  my  apprehensions  of  the  grave  results  which  may  flow  from  the 
matter  of  which  I  speak,  to  some  of  our  young  &  ardent  politi- 
cians, constitute  my  inducement  to  ask  you  for  a  season  at  least 
to  stand  aloof.     The  fitness  of  such  a  state  of  public  opinion  as 
Mr.  Verplanck  supposes  now  to  exist  is  one  thing,  the  fact  of  its 
existence  is  another.     Write  me  &  believe  me  to  be 

Very  truly  your  friend  M.  V.  Buren. 
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C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Feb.  10,  1822. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

I  have  just  received  your  Letter  of  the  3rd  Feb.  inst.  in  answer 
to  what  I  mentioned  of  Governor  Brooks'  Communication,  and 
surely  I  must  have  been  unusually  obscure,  or  have  expressed 
Sentiments  very  discordant  to  what  my  mind  entertained,  if  in 
ought  I  wrote  I  afforded  ground  to  believe  that  I  assented  in  the 
smallest  Degree,  to  what  he  had  been  led  to  fear.  I  repelled  the 
Suggestion  instantly  and  absolutely,  and  said  I  could  vouch  for 
the  contrary,  knowing  well  your  feelings  towards  this  State,  and 
on  this  particular  Subject  &  that  although  you  had  not  acceeded 
to  all  the  Views,  and  Constructions,  which  were  entertained  here 
on  the  Subject  of  the  Militia,  I  was  confident  you  would,  as  you 
already  had,  give  your  support  to  a  Bill  for  defraying  the  Ex- 
pence  incurred  by  the  State. 

He  replied  to  me,  that  his  Fears  arose  from  what  General 
King  had  told  him,  who  stated  that  he  had  a  letter  from  you 
wherein  you  had  expressed  a  Wish,  that  the  Legislature  of 
IMassachusetts  would  afford  you  an  opportunity  of  support- 
ing their  Claim  by  passing  some  Resolutions,  acknowledging 
the  Errors  of  their  former  Assumptions.  I  said  that,  notv/ith- 
standing  the  Belief  and  Assertions  of  the  General,  I  was  altogether 
persuaded  that  his  Construction  of  what  you  had  written  must  be 
erroneous.  Nothing  more  was  said.  He  and  the  Gentleman, 
who  accompanied  him,  soon  retired  and  I  heard  nothing  further, 
until  he  sent  me  the  Report  of  Council  on  the  Subject,  as  I  men- 
tioned. In  answer  to  his  Note  I  reiterated  the  same  Sentiments 
I  had  before  expressed  to  him  verbally.  I  should  not  have  trou- 
bled you  with  this  further  &  probably  more  minute  Relation,  if  I 
had  not  feared  from  some  of  your  Remarks  that  you  supposed  I 
had  in  some  Degree,  assented  to  his  Apprehensions,  instead  of 
repelling  them  most  directly,  which  I  did  both  orally  and  in 
writing.     .     .     . 

Your  faithful  &  affectionate  Friend 

C.  Gore. 
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C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Feb.  22,  1822. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  Candidates  for  the 
Presidency  are  to  be  found  in  the  Heads  of  the  Departments. 
Appointments  are  made  and  Measures  influenced  very  much  with 
a  View  to  the  Elevation  of  these  Pretensions.  It  is  curious  to 
observe  how  everyone  publicly  praises  the  present  Chief,  while  no 
one  has  any  Confidence  either  in  his  Talents,  or  his  Sincerity. 
The  Federalists,  I  mean  in  Massachusetts,  are  constantly  eulogiz- 
ing the  National  Administration,  although  to  be  a  Federalist,  or 
to  have  been  of  that  Party,  is  a  sufficient  Reason  for  Exclusion 
from  Office  &  Influence.  Indeed  the  Editor  of  the  Centinel, 
some  weeks  since,  triumphed  in  the  thought,  that  three  Massa- 
chusetts men  were  appointed  as  Committee.  Two  who  certainly 
owed  this  distinguished  Honour  to  Conduct  which  marked  them 
with  Ridicule  or  Execration  from  all  men  of  this  Character,  were 
named  Chairmen.  Mr.  Gorham  probably  did  not  feel  much  ele- 
vated by  the  Distinction  which  he  received.  Our  people  feel  very 
little  Interest  in  the  Govt,  of  the  U.  S.  for  they  are  proscribed 
men,  allowed  only  to  praise  Mr.  Monroe  &  Co.  and  to  assent  very 
submissively  to  the  fluctuating  Will  of  Virginia,  who  seems  steadily 
to  pursue  her  own  State  Power,  and  Influence  in  the  Councils  of 
the  Union.  Fuller,  the  member  for  this  District,  very  nearly  lost 
his  Election,  though  quite  of  the  Democratic  Party,  at  the  last 
Choice,  because  he  did  not  vote  with  Virginia  on  the  Missouri 
Question,  and  because  he  was  a  Friend  &  Supporter  of  the  Navy. 
So  little  Regard  or  so  little  knowledge  have  the  Patriots  of  Mid- 
dlesex in  the  Interest  of  this  Quarter  of  the  Country.  This  is  not 
much  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  know  that  some  of  the  most 
knowing  men  voted  &  spoke  for  the  Restriction  in  Missouri  in 
Washington  &  prayed  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  to  express 
no  opinion  on  the  Subject,  until  it  should  be  quite  ineffectual  on 

the  Decision.     .     .     . 

Yours  faithfully 

C.  Gore. 
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R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  26,  1822. 

Dear  Sir  : 

Mr.  Pinkney,  as  we  all  feared  would  happen,  died  last  night  and 
will  be  buried  tomorrow.  The  character  of  his  attack  was,  I  con- 
clude, apoplexy  ;  it  is  spoken  of  as  fever  with  a  tendency  to  the 
head  which  could  not  be  checked.  He  leaves  a  large  family, 
three  or  four  of  his  children  are  married  ;  the  remainder  are  young, 
and  I  fear  the  provision  laid  up  for  them  to  be  but  small.  The 
general  feelings  are  such  as  attend  the  sudden  death  of  men 
of  eminent  and  admired  talents.  It  seems  undisputed  that  he  was 
deservedly  at  the  head  of  the  Bar.  Some  few  days  ago,  speaking 
of  himself,  he  said  that  he  found  that  he  was  obliged  to  give  more 
time  &  labour  to  his  profession  than  formerly,  that  he  considered 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  Bar,  and  being  resolved  to  continue  so, 
he  found  it  necessary  to  be  most  diligent,  and  laborious,  in  pre- 
paring himself  to  appear  before  the  court.  On  its  being  observed, 
that  his  situation  in  his  profession  seemed  to  require  so  much  of 
his  time  that  it  might  seem  extraordinary  that  he  should  engage 
in  public  affairs,  he  replied  that  something  was  due  to  the  respect- 
ability, which  public  stations  confer,  &  that  on  this  account  he 
deemed  it  proper  to  desire  and  retain  his  seat  in  the  Senate. 

I  have  nothing  to  add  but  assurances  of  the  constant  attach- 
ment &  regard  of  Yr.  ob.  &  faith'l  servant. 

RuFUS  King. 


J.  A,  King  to  R.  King. 

Jamaica,  March  6,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

We  celebrated  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  *  in  a  temperate 

and  farmerlike  manner.      The  frequent  volleys  of  artillery  which 

*  "  During  this  winter,  the  people  at  the  polls  of  election,  passed  upon  the 
question  whether  the  amended  constitution  should  be  adopted  or  rejected.  In 
the  month  of  February  returns  were  made  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State, 
from  all  the  counties  in  the  State,  from  which  it  appeared  that  there  were  given 
seventy-five  thousand  four  hundred  and  twenty-two  votes  for  the  constitution, 
and  forty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-seven  against  it ;  exhibiting  a 
majority  of  thirty-three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five. 
It  was  fortunate  that  so  great  an  unanimity  of  opinion  prevailed  on  this  vitally 
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were  given  under  the  direction  of  the  little  God  of  War  [General 
Morton]  in  New  York  wore  distinctly  heard  by  us  here.     .     .     . 

yours  affectionately 

John  A.  King. 

R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Monday,  Mar.  17,  1822. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

I  have  sent  you  the  Spanish  Message,  which  imparts  all  that  any 
of  us  know  on  the  subject.  The  Spanish  Minister  here  sent  a 
note  to  Mr.  Secretary  Adams  in  the  nature  of  a  protest  against 
the  measure — He  speaks  of  the  friendship  of  his  Master  for  the 
U.  S.,  and  of  the  sacrifice  of  some  of  his  best  Provinces  in  order 
to  preserve  their  friendship  :  after  this  he  could  not  have  antici- 
pated that  the  U.  S.  w'd  have  avowed  the  purpose  of  entering  into 
amicable  relations  with  his  insurgent  Provinces  as  independent 
States  :  but  in  imitation  of  the  gr.  Powers  of  Europe,  who  cannot 
be  insensible  of  the  benefits  of  commercial  intercourse  with  these 
rich  Provinces,  that  they  w'd  have  abstained  from  interfering  with 
the  controversy  between  Spain  &  them.  Mr.  Adams  of  course 
will  answer  this  note  &  vindicate  his  Govt,  ;  in  the  meantime  the 
Envoy  has  withdrawn  to  Philadelphia,  where  he  will  without 
doubt  wait  for  instructions  from  Spain.  On  the  whole  the  time 
seems  to  have  arrived  for  this  act  on  our  part ;  and  somehow  I 
feel  glad  that  it  has  been  done  before  any  other  Nation  had  given 
us  the  example.  England  must,  I  think,  follow  our  example,  and 
even  France  cannot  hold  back. 

The  pride  of  Spain  may  be  hurt,  but  she  will  not  take  any  step 
to  shew  it.  At  least  I  am  not  able  to  see  how  she  can  manifest 
her  resentment,  unless  by  issuing  letters  of  mark,  and  inviting 
foreigners  to  receive  them.  Her  internal  situation  is  very  per- 
plexing, and  calls  for  all  her  wisdom,  and  with  it  all,  she  will  not 
escape  revolutionary  convulsions. 

important  question,  and  it  was  creditable  to  the  character  and  intelligence  of  the 
people  that  this  civil  revolution  was  brought  about,  and  that  it  finally  termi- 
nated in  a  manner  so  quiet  and  peaceable.  The  experience  of  a  few  years  con- 
vinced all  candid  men  who  voted  with  the  minority,  that  the  new  constitution 
was  preferable  to  the  old." — Hammond's  Political  History  of  New  York,  ii., 
p.  94. 
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Congress  will  make  the  requisite  appropriation  for  the  opening 
of  a  diplomatic  intercourse  with  the  new  States,  as  far  as  I  can 
form  an  opinion  ;  no  minister  will  be  sent  before  they  may  come 
from  the  new  States  ;  and  the  grade  of  the  latter  will  probably 
regulate  that  of  the  former.  Don  Torres  who  has  been  here  for 
more  than  a  year,  from  Columbia,  is  a  charge  d'affaires  and  his 
grade  will  doubtless  regulate  that  of  the  minister,  on  our  part. 

Mexico  has  named  a  Min.  plenipo.,  who  is  expected  in  two 
months,  and  on  this  account  &  because  this  is  our  nearest  neigh- 
bor, I  should  suppose  a  Min.  of  the  same  rank  w'd  be  sent  from 
the  U.  S.  ;  from  Buenos  Ayres,  Chili  &  Peru,  we  have  no  agent. 
Adieu  with  affectionate  Regards  to  you  both.     I  am  always  Yrs. 

R.  King. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Monday,  17  March,  1822. 

Dear  Sir  : 

I  had  but  a  moment  yesterday  to  acknowledge  the  receit  of 
your  letter.  On  the  W.  Ind.  Restrictions,  we  shall  have  no  objec- 
tions or  difficulty,  especially  as  the  opinion  gains  ground  that 
England  will  open  the  Ports  of  her  Islands.  This  is  earlier  than 
I  expected,  and  we  have  looked  to  the  step  next  to  be  resorted 
to,  which  would  be  exclusion  of  British  rum,  and,  as  some  wd. 
prefer,  of  all  articles  of  the  produce  of  the  Eng.  Islands. 

If  the  Ports  sh  'd  be  opened  this  would  not  be  done  :  but  as 
her  system  after  all  will  be  but  partial,  allowing  the  importation 
of  some,  and  excluding  other,  articles  of  our  produce,  including 
in  the  latter  fish  and  salted  provisions,  it  will  not  be  extraordinary 
should  Br.  rum  hereafter  be  excluded,  or  subjected  to  a  pro- 
hibitory tax,  especially  should  an  excise  become  necessary  on 
domestic  spirits.  In  the  Report  made  by  Mr.  Newton,  I  am 
informed  that  he  has  collected  a  body  of  evidence  of  great 
importance  on  this  subject.  The  Report  is  in  the  press  ;  when 
out,  I  will  forward  a  copy.     My  Report  *  is  short,  and  in  the 

*  Mr.  King  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  in  answer  to  peti- 
tions praying  a  repeal  of  the  restrictions  on  the  West  India  trade,  made  a 
report,  on  the  15th  of  March,  vindicating  at  considerable  length  the  ex- 
pediency and  policy  of  the  restrictive  system. 

After  reviewing  the  history  of  these  restrictions  by  England,  the  report  says  : 
"After  long  endurance  and  fruitless  efforts  to  adjust  this  question  by  treaty, 
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nature  of  a  review  of  the  laws  which  have  been  established  by 
England,  operating  always  to  the  disadvantage  of  our  Navigation, 
and  asserting  the  equal  rights  on  our  part,  to  impose  restrictions 
adequate  to  countervail  those  of  England  :  to  suggest  that  the 
indirect  trade  was  of  great  value,  and  more  so  than  the  direct 
trade,  while  confined  to  Br.  vessels,  and  to  insist  that  if  doubtful 
in  matter  of  interest,  still  that  the  counterventory  laws  being 
adopted  by  Congress  much  could  not  be  revoked  without  injury 
to  the  national  character. 

It  may  be  expedient  to  create  a  power  to  revoke  :  but  we  must 
wait  till  the  last,  as  we  may  hear  that  such  a  measure  as  Mr. 
Kennedy  expects,  has  at  last  been  begun.  But  by  establishing 
such  authority,  on  the  presumption  only  of  the  ports  being  about 
to  be  opened,  wd.  manifest  a  solicitude  on  the  subject,  which  tho' 
felt  in  the  beginning,  grows  more  &  more  feeble.  Indeed  the 
Senator  from  Portsmouth  N.  H.  is  of  opinion  that  the  West  India 
trade,  as  it  now  exists,  employs  more  Am.  ships  or  tonnage,  than 
will  find  employment  sh'd  the  same  be  open  to  both  Eng.  & 
Am.  vessels. 

However  I  am  willing,  and  desirous  that  the  W.  Ind.  Ports 
sh'd  be  opened.     . 

Congress  with  great  unanimity,  have  passed  laws  to  countervail  the  restrictions 
imposed  by  England  upon  the  intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  her 
colonies  in  the  West  Indies.  England  having  forbidden  the  importation  of 
supplies  from  the  United  States  into  the  West  India  colonies  in  American 
vessels,  the  United  States  in  their  turn  have  forbidden  the  exportation  of  these 
supplies  in  British  vessels.  The  two  restrictions  have  put  an  end  to  the  direct 
intercourse  and  the  trade  is  carried  on  indirectly.  ...  In  this  condition 
of  our  navigation  and  trade,  our  tonnage  continues  annually  to  increase,  and 
the  value  of  our  exports  exceeds  that  of  our  imports. 

"  By  the  exclusion  of  English  vessels  (by  the  countervailing  laws),  American 
vessels  are  employed  in  their  place,  and  whatever  is  lost  to  the  former  is  gained 
by  the  latter.  By  revoking  the  countervailing  laws,  we  take  away  the  profits 
now  enjiiyed  by  American  vessels  and  give  them  back  again  to  the  vessels  of 
England,  and  in  doing  so  grant  a  bounty  to  foreign  ships  at  the  expense  of 
our  own. 

"  Navigation  and  maritime  industry,  for  a  peculiar  reason,  call  for  national 
protection  ;  for  the  art  of  navigation  is  an  expedient  of  war,  as  well  as  of  com- 
merce, and  in  this  respect,  differs  from  every  other  branch  of  industry.  Though 
it  was  once  doubted,  doubt  no  longer  exists,  that  a  navy  is  the  best  defence 
of  the  United  States — and  this  maxim  is  not  more  true  than  that  a  naval  power 
never  has  existed,  and  can  never  exist,  without  a  commercial  marine  ;  hence  the 
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R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Friday,  29  Mar.  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

By  letters  from  J.Ir.  Gallatin  to  January  30th — it  would  seem, 
as  I  understand,  that  the  new  ministry  have  sent  to  Mr.  Neuville 
the  Instructions,  which  were  purposed  by  the  old  or  former 
ministers  ;  but  as  the  discussion  is  exhausted  by  the  correspond- 
ence that  has  taken  place,  I  can  discern  no  advantage  in  resum- 
ing the  same,  with  the  same  views  on  both  sides — It  having  been 
left  to  Mr.  Gallatin's  own  choice  to  return  home  or  stay  longer 
at  Paris,  it  seems  probable  that  he  has  determined  to  stay  another 
year — it  is  said  that  in  one  of  his  last  letters,  he  expressed  a  wish, 
for  more  and  explicit  Instructions  in  case  he  should  be  expected 
to  resume  the  negotiation  at  Paris.  Some  such  conversation  is 
believed  to  have  been  held,  between  Mr.  G.  and  the  French 
minister  of  for.  affrs,  as  has  led  to  the  hope  that  a  further  and 
satisfactory  negotiation  was  about  to  take  place  ;  but  as  I  have 
understood  the  purport  of  this  supposed  communication,  it  is  of 
too  indefinite  a  character  to  authorize  much  reliance  upon  the 
conference  referred  to.  I  do  not  hear  that  any  communication  is 
received  relating  to  the  Antwerp  Claims,  tho'  thro'  Philadelphia 

policy  of  encouraging  and  protecting  the  ships  and  seamen  of  the  United 
States." 

The  report  continues,  saying  that  in  commercial  difficulties, 

"  the  interests  of  the  respective  parties  are  often  fallacious  and  uncertain 
guides  in  the  policy  of  the  nations  ;  by  referring  every  question  of  disagreement 
to  the  honor  of  the  nation,  in  the  purity  and  preservation  of  which  every  one  is 
alike  concerned,  a  standard  is  provided  that  can  never  mislead.  In  the  least 
as  well  as  the  most  difficult  disputes,  national  honor  is  the  safest  counsellor — 
and  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  public  injuries  long  endured  invite  further 
aggression,  and,  in  the  end,  degrade  and  destroy  the  pride  and  safety  of 
nations.  .  .  .  The  public  honor  justifies  the  countervailing  measures 
adopted  on  this  subject  :  to  recede  from  the  same  would  be  equivalent  to  their 
final  relinquishment,  and  would  not  fail  to  encourage  the  belief  that  a  wrong 
so  long  endured  would  no  longer  be  opposed,  and  that  fv.rther  aggression  might 
be  made  without  resistance.  ...  As  we  desire  to  concur  in  the  establish- 
ment of  free  trade  with  every  nation,  we  are  ready  to  abandon  the  restriction 
to  English  navigation,  as  soon  as  England  manifests  a  disposition  to  give  up 
the  restrictions  which  she  was  the  first  to  impose  on  our  navigation." — Annals 
of  Congress,  1821-2,  page  294. 
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we  have  rumours  that  satisfactory  measures  on  this  subject  are 
there  expected.  We  all  hope  that  such  measures  may  take  place, 
i*v:  I  anxiously  desire  that  your  information  may  not  turn  out  to 
be  erroneous. 

Mr.  Neuville  has  sold  his  furniture  ;  but  as  I  conceive  he  will 
remain  here  until  the  close  of  the  Session  ;  when  as  is  probable, 
he  will  retire  to  New  Jersey  for  the  residue  of  the  time  he  shall 
continue  among  us. 

If  the  French  minister  expected  a  settlement  of  the  negotia- 
tion with  Mr.  Gallatin,  it  would  have  been  natural  &  prudent  to 
detain  Mr.  Neuville  here,  in  order  to  complete  the  treaty  by 
exchanging  its  ratification.  As  measures  of  this  sort  will  affect  the 
ship  owners  in  France,  it  will  leak  out,  and  the  first  information 
that  we  receive,  may  come  from  this  quarter. 

Adieu 
R.  K. 


CHAPTER   XXVIII. 

J.  A.  King  to  King — ^\^ates'  Nomination  for  Governor  the  best — Goldsborough 
to  King — Approves  of  Conduct  towards  Spanish  Colonies — Estimate  of 
Presidential  Candidates — King  to  Gore — Question  of  President's  Power 
to  appoint  Ministers  to  the  new  Colonies — Doubtful — King  to  C.  King — 
Doubtful  if  he  will  appoint  before  Congress  adjourns — Gore  to  King — 
Believes  he  has  done  some  Good — Federalism  in  Boston  nearly  extinct 
— King  to  J.  Mason — Next  President  much  discussed — Commercial  Re- 
strictions— Markets  of  all  Nations  should  be  open — Van  Buren  to  King 
— Conduct  last  Winter  approved  by  his  political  Friends — Affairs  in  Bos- 
ton— Friendly  Assurances — Gore  to  King — Otis'  Retirement — Boston  Poli- 
tics— Middling  Interest  controlled  the  Elections — King  to  Gore — Otis 
deceived — President  will  not  dismiss  Members  of  his  Cabinet — Adams' 
and  Russell's  Letters — Dunscomb  to  King — Elected  honorary  Member  of 
the  Cincinnati — King  declines — J.  Q.  Adams — President's  Proclamation 
relative  to  the  Removal  of  Restrictions — King's  Answer  approving  his 
Construction  of  certain  Points — Van  Buren  to  King — Resignation  of  Judge 
Van  Ness — King — Memorandum  about  the  Same. 

J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Jamaica,  April  3,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  duly  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  of  March  and  am  grati- 
fied to  perceive  from  it,  that  the  nomination  of  Judge  Yates  for 
Governor  meets  with  the  approbation  of  those  who  have  the  peace 
and  future  character  of  the  State  most  at  heart.  I  saw  Judge 
Skinner  on  Monday,  who  is  on  his  way  to  Washington  ;  he  is  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  Judge  Yates  is,  under  all  the  circumstances, 
the  best  candidate  that  can  be  offered.  He  told  me  that  Young 
might  at  one  time  have  contested  the  field  with  Judge  Yates  upon 
more  equal  terms,  but  that  as  the  time  drew  near  for  the  nomina- 
tion, Young  lost  and  Yates  gained  friends. 

Judge  Skinner  remarked,  that  all  the  old  Bank  members  backed 
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by  the  Lobby  agents  and  speculators  were  actively  engaged  in 
supporting  Coll.  Young's  pretensions.  This  suspected  corps  of 
partizans  may  have  caused  many  of  those  who  at  an  early  period 
of  the  Session  had  decided  to  take  part  in  Young's  favor,  to  hesi- 
tate, and  ultimately  to  give  their  support  to  Judge  Yates,  in  whose 
known  character  they  could  at  least  rely  for  an  incorrupt  adminis- 
tration of  the  affairs  of  the  State.     .     .     . 

Affectionately  yours     John  A.  King. 


R.    GOLDSBOROUGH    TO    R.    KiNG. 

Near  Easton,  E.  S.  Maryld.,  Apl.  17th,  1822. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  The  measures  taken  with  regard  to  the  South  Amern.  States 
seem  to  meet  with  the  general  approbation  of  the  People  of  the 
country,  and  certainly  have  been  quite  in  time.  There  seemed 
to  be  a  fitness  in  the  recognition  of  their  Independence  by  the 
Govt,  at  as  early  a  period  as  it  cd.  with  propriety  be  done.  It  is 
not  only  a  proceeding  on  their  part  in  obedience  to  our  example, 
and  defended  by  the  Political  Maxims  which  w'e  have  laid  down 
as  fundamental,  but  interest  &  policy  direct  that  we  shd.  desire 
their  emancipation,  and  little  doubt  I  shd,  suppose  cd.  be  enter- 
tained that  it  will  prove  of  great  advantage  to  our  Country. 

The  people  of  these  difft.  States  must  require  a  good  deal  of 
assistance  in  forming  their  New  Govts,  and  in  carrying  them  into 
operation  ;  and  probably  they  cd.  obtain  that  aid  from  no  quarter 
so  beneficially  as  from  our  own  Country,     .     .     , 

The  subject  of  next  President  appears  to  engross  more  conversa- 
tion than  any  other.  The  Gentlen.  now  up,  Adams,  Crawford,  Clay, 
Calhoun,  &  Lowndes,  tho'  respectable,  either  from  the  want  of 
occasion  or  want  of  power,  have  never  yet  made  so  strong  an 
impression  upon  the  Public  Sentiment  as  to  meet  with  ardent 
favour  as  soon  as  presented  to  the  public  view.  The  present 
chance  is  that  the  election  will  not  be  made  by  the  People.  Mr. 
Clay's  visit  to  Richmond  is  I  suppose  now  well  understood  ;  and 
probably,  the  course  of  administration  in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment for  some  time  past  may  have  its  constructions  too.  Mr, 
Calhoun  depends  upon  his  character  for  imputed  talents  and  en- 
ergy, whilst  poor  Mr.  Adams  seems  to  have  nothing  left  but  the 
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forlorn  hope  of  the  ancient  right  of  succession  and  a  signal  prose- 
lytism.  .  .  .  Mr.  Calhoun's  friends  calculate,  I  learn,  that 
when  Mr.  Adams  is  sensible  that  he  must  fail,  he  &  his  friends 
will  go  over  to  Mr.  Calhoun.  One  of  the  candidates,  I  take  to 
be  avowedly  engaged  in  going  abroad  electioneering  for  the 
presidency.  This  is  surely  an  earlier  corruption  than  was  ever 
anticipated  in  our  system. 

Faithfully  yours 

ROBT.  GOLDSBOROUGH. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Friday  ev'g,  May  3d,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

We  shall  adjourn  on  the  8th  tho'  some  Gentlemen  would  be 
willing  to  remain  a  little  longer.  It  is  doubtful  whether  the  Pres- 
ident will  appoint  any  of  the  South  American  Ministers  before  the 
adjournment  of  Congress,  it  being,  as  is  understood,  his  opinion 
that  he  may  appoint  in  the  recess.  Tho'  many  persons  are 
spoken  of  as  being  willing  to  be  appointed,  no  one  seems  confi- 
dent who  will  in  fact  be  chosen.  Today  the  Pr.  sent  his  nomina- 
tion to  the  Senate  of  General  Dearborn,  formerly  secy,  of  war,  to 
be  Envoy  extraordinary  to  Portugal — the  first  impression  was  ob- 
viously that  of  surprise  &  disapprobation — General  Smith  of  Bal- 
timore has  been  named  by  his  friends  as  a  fit  character,  and  is 
unquestionably  superior  in  qualifications  to  Dearborn.     .     .     . 

The  probability  of  an  arrangement  with  France  is  not  diminished. 
I  introduced  in  my  Bill  respecting  the  West  India  adjustment,  a 
provision  giving  to  the  Pr.  power  to  suspend  our  18  dol.  law  on 
French  vessels  in  case  a  convention  be  signed  by  Adams  &  Neu- 
ville  ;  and  as  this  Bill  will  pass,  Mr.  Adams  will  be  relieved  from 
the  pressure  of  the  hurry  to  conclude  the  convention  before  the 
adjournment  of  Congress.  yrs  &c 

RuFus  King. 

R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  May  14,  1822. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

Except  the  military  question,  we  had  no   subject  of  interest  or 

disagreement  before   the   Senate.      It  however  brought  up  the 
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question  which  you  so  fully  discussed  some  years  ago,  whether 
the  Pr.  could  appoint  ministers  to  any  of  the  new  States  in  the 
recess  of  the  Senate  ;  no  regular  vote  was  taken,  but  many  opin- 
ions were  given  against  the  power  of  the  Pr.  Notwithstanding, 
we  understand  that  the  President  &  his  cabinet  have  no  doubts 
of  his  power,  and  the  probability  is,  that  he  will  wait  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  ministers  by  the  new  States  to  the  U.  S.,  and  then 
send  to  them  ministers  in  return  ;  in  this  way  he  will  have  time  to 
consider  of  men,  and  events,  and  also  to  avoid  eclat.  Names  are 
spoken  of  for  those  ministers  but,  as  I  conjecture,  nothing  is  de- 
cided. Genl.  Dearborn  goes  to  Lisbon,  where,  as  nothing  is  to  be 
done,  he  may  as  well  go  as  another.     .     .     , 

There  is  little  doubt  of  the  conclusion  of  a  temporary  conven- 
tion with  France  ;  Adams  and  Neuville  will  sign  it — According 
to  our  Eng.  News,  Parliament  are  abt.  to  open  their  W.  Ind.  Ports 
to  Am.  vessels.  If  we  succeed  in  both  these  cases  it  will  be  much 
in  favor  of  our  power,  and  of  the  free  principles  of  trade. 

I  remain  my  Dr  Sir,  with  entire  Regard,  for  you  both,  always 
Yr's 

R.  King. 

C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  May  15,  1822. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

.  .  .  I  congratulate  you,  on  the  close  of  what  I  should  sup- 
pose, must  have  been  to  you  a  long  &  laborious  Session,  for  you 
appear  to  have  taken  a  full  share  of  the  Business  &  may  console 
Yourself  with  having  done  some  Good  &:  prevented  some  Mischief  ; 
although  not,  as  to  either,  so  much,  as  you  had  a  Right  to  expect. 
Dearborn,  Minister  to  Portugal  !  Talents  &  Character,  it  would 
seem,  are  not  necessary  with  the  sapient  President  to  all  Diplo- 
matic Offices  ...  In  Boston  City  what  little  of  old  Federal- 
ism remained  will  soon  be  extinct  in  the  opinion  of  Lowell  & 
others.  Anything  like  Disapprobation  of  Mr.  M.  or  his  Cabinet 
is  not  suffered  to  escape  from  any  Press,  or  even  the  smallest  Ex- 
amination of  their  Measures.  M.  is  supposed  equal  to  Washing- 
ton &  Crawford  to  Hamilton.  President  Adams  is  considered  to 
have  the  same  Views  &  declare  the  same  Sentiments  at  the  present 
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Day,  as  when  he  wrote  his  Book  on  Balance  or  presided  as  Chief 
of  the  Nation  :  and  his  Son  the  Secretary,  as  when  he  wrote  against 
Sullivan,  &  in  Favour  of  the  British  Constitution  and  against  the 
French  System  of  Liberty  &  Rights  of  Men.     .     . 

Your  faithful  Friend 

C.  Gore. 


R.  King  to  J.  Mason. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  May  17,  1822. 
My  dear  Sir: 

I  thank  you  for  your  obliging  letter  received  at  Washington. 
After  a  long  &  unprofitable  Session,  Congress  adjourned  last 
week  ;  our  South  American  Recognition  ought  to  make  and  as  I 
hope,  will  make  no  change  in  our  political  relations — tho'  some 
apprehend  difficulties. 

At  the  early  period  of  the  Session  we  saw  much  eagerness  on 
the  subject  of  next  President,  but  the  disinclination  manifested 
by  some  of  the  State  Legislatures,  to  enter  into  an  early  discussion 
of  the  question  had  the  effect  to  discourage  the  same  ;  and  the 
Session  finished,  leaving  the  Candidates  in  the  situation  in  which 
it  found  them.  Mr.  Adams  stands  where  he  was,  Calhoun  did  not 
advance,  Crawford  holds  his  own,  and  Clay  is  encouraged  to  per- 
severe. His  hopes  rest  on  the  election  to  be  made  by  the  H.  of 
R.  The  subject  will  be  resumed  at  the  next  session  ;  and  events 
which  may  occur  in  the  interval,  may  serve  to  render  men  more 
decided  and  explicit. 

The  competition  between  the  heads  of  Departments  creates 
jealousies  and  divisions  in  the  proceedings  of  Congress  ;  and 
these  will  be  increased  in  future  sessions.  The  situation  of  the 
incumbent  is  such  as  might  have  been  expected.  The  last  year 
or  two  of  his  Predecessor  exhibited  but  little  evidence  of  the  at- 
tachment or  fidelity  of  his  political  friends  ;  the  close  of  the  ac- 
tual Presidency  will  not  be  in  this  respect  more  fortunate. 

Our  commercial  difficulties  with  France  will  as  I  conceive  be 
settled  by  a  convention  between  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Neuville  It 
will  be  only  for  a  year  or  two,  but  will  probably  lead  to  a  future 
and  reciprocally  beneficial  adjustment.  From  England  we  have 
information  that  their  W.  Ind.  Ports  are  about  to  be  opened  ; 


472  RUFUS  ICING.  [1822 

some  persons  doubt  whether  in  ilie  present  state  of  our  naviga- 
tion, the  opening  of  the  trade  to  B.  &  Amer.  vessels  will  be  ad- 
vantageous ;  but  they  who  have  most  considered  the  subject  of 
commerce,  best  understand  the  advantages  of  its  freedom  and 
with  confidence  depend  upon  its  penetrating  qualities  and  the 
tendency  thereof  to  its  increase.  If  the  markets  of  all  Nations 
were  open,  the  consequence  wd.  be  to  create  the  highest  stimulus 
to  commercial  enterprise  and  human  industry.  I  am  persuaded 
that  this  theory  is  the  true  one  for  the  People  of  the  U.  S.  and  it 
is  a  comfort  for  me,  to  believe  that  it  will  make  our  Country 
illustrious. 

Your  obt  &  faithful  Servant 

RuFus  King. 


M.  V.  BuREN  TO  R.  King. 

Albany,  3rst  May,  1822. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

It  would  give  me  great  pleasure  to  spend  a  few  days  with  you, 
and  return  you  my  sincere  thanks  for  your  polite  invitation,  but 
the  state  of  my  concerns  mpresenti  «Sc  the  character  of  my  projects 
in  futuro  will  not  admit  of  it.  I  will  leave  here  about  the  6th 
with  Archer  and  others,  &  will  write  you  from  Montreal  when  I 
will  be  at  Boston,  where  it  is  my  design  to  go,  &  where  it  would 
give  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  meet  you,  «Sc  with  you  to  visit  our 
queer  friend  Otis  &  his  excellent  family.  I  place  no  confidence  in 
his  reports  from  Washington  ;  we  know  Mr.  Monroe  too  well  to 
expect  any  thing  from  him  of  the  character  spoken  of.  Our  con- 
duct last  winter  meets  the  approbation  of  all  my  old  political 
friends  ;  their  feelings  on  the  subject  are  very  strong  &  universally 
the  same  as  far  as  I  can  learn.  The  danger  which  I  sometimes 
apprehended  that  the  fear  of  being  regarded  as  opposed  to  the 
administration  would  deter  the  timid  and  interested,  has  gone  by, 
cS:  henceforth  I  feel  my  course  clear  &  comparatively  easy.  I 
hope  we  shall  have  a  delegation  at  Washington  in  twenty  four 
which  will  enable  us  to  take  the  stand  to  which  our  numbers  & 
resources  entitle  us  &  which  our  honour  requires. 

You  have  doubtless  seen  that  the  Junta  people  in  Boston,  as 
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they  are  called,  have  met  with  a  total  overthrow  &  that  Otis  has 
taken  leave  of  the  people  with  a  dying  declaration  in  favour  of 
the  purity  and  patriotism  of  the  Hartford  Convention.  I  have 
frequently  figured  to  myself  the  distress  he  must  have  undergone 
&  from  my  heart  felt  sorry  for  him,  for  with  all  his  excentricities 
&  imperfections  there  is  something  about  him  which  I  like  &  es- 
pecially his  uncommon  devotedness  to  his  family.  Permit  me  in 
conclusion  to  return  you  my  unfeigned  thanks  for  the  kind  feeling 
you  have  throughout  our  acquaintance  tSr  particularly  the  last 
winter  evinced  toward  me.  I  shall  ever  regard  the  intimacy 
which  has  grown  up  between  us  as  one  of  the  most  fortunate  inci- 
dents in  my  life  &  value  it  the  more  from  an  entire  conviction 
that  it  must  last  with  our  lives. 

With  perfect  esteem  &  respect 

Yours  truly 

M.  V.  BUREN. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  June  2,  1822. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

.  .  .  Mr,  Otis  has,  with  the  Homage  of  his  high  Respect,  re- 
signed his  Seat  in  the  Senate,  &  I  am  told  Mr.  Lloyd  desires  the 
Place  and  will  probably  be  chosen.  Webster,  it  has  been  intimated, 
would  be  gratified  by  the  Appointment,  and  although  I  once 
should  have  been  sorry  to  see  him  quit  the  very  lucrative  Station 
he  holds  at  the  Bar,  but  as  it  seems  that  however  much  he  may 
justly  earn  &  receive  from  his  Profession,  he  will  never  be  other 
than  he  has  been  for  years  in  his  pecuniary  Relations,  I  should 
be  happy  if  the  Nation  could  have  the  Benefit  of  his  Services  in 
Congress.  Our  Politics  here  are  rapidly  changing,  and  we  only 
want  some  call  on  the  Passions  of  the  People  to  produce  a  change 
in  the  Rulers  of  the  State.  The  great  moderation  &  mediocrity 
of  all  that  composes  the  Executive  &  his  affairs  will  for  some  time 
insure  his  Reelection.  What  used  to  be  the  Federal  Party  died 
long  since  by  Suicide.  The  men,  who  induced  Govr.  Strong, 
contrary  to  his  own  judgment  &  to  his  orders  transmitted  from 
North  Hampton  for  the  array  of  the  Troops,  conformably  to  the 
Call  of  the  President,  to  refrain  from  placing  the  Militia  under 
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the  U  States  Officers,  have  been  willing  to  have  it  believed, 
that  he  alone  was  the  Cause  of  the  Refusal  to  meet  the  Demand 
of  the  U  States.  They  have  ever  been  desirous  to  barter 
anything  for  the  Payment  of  Massts'  Claim,  on  account  of  the 
Expence  of  Defending  the  State.  The  Gentleman,  to  whom  your 
Letter  alludes,  did  all  in  his  Power  to  promote  the  first  Election 
of  Mr.  Monroe.  Although  he  failed  then,  at  the  second  choice, 
he  succeeded  to  insure  him  a  unanimous  Vote.  He  continually 
advised  the  Govr  from  Washington  to  praise  the  Fed.  admin,  in 
his  public  speeches,  and  though  he  failed  in  this  for  a  long  time, 
he  finally  prevailed  by  a  long  Epistle  of  Solicitation  to  the  C. 
Justice,  who  induced  the  Chief  in  his  next  Communication  to  the 
Legislature  to  gratify  him  in  the  Desire.  The  Missouri  Question 
was  managed  in  a  like  disgraceful  Manner  before  the  Legislature. 
Nothing  but  the  most  fulsome  &  indiscriminate  Praise  has  been 
lavished  from  all  our  Presses  on  the  Measures  and  Officers  of  the 
Nation.  To  this  Gentleman,  more  than  to  any  other  Individual 
this  Cause  may  be  justly  ascribed  whether  it  prove  for  Good  or 
111.  On  his  return  from  Congress  he  harangued  in  Faneuil  Hall, 
for  the  Purpose  of  bringing  back  the  Citizens  to  the  wanted  Rule  ; 
but  in  vain.  The  Election  which  succeeded  &  which  this  Dis- 
course was  intended  to  influence  discovered  the  Party,  called  Fed- 
eral, minus  by  one  third  in  number  of  Votes.  The  men,  the 
opposition  now  called  Middling  Interest,  elected  were  probably 
as  good,  as  those  on  the  other  List,  but  it  showed  their  Power, 
which  will  be  used  for  any  other  Purpose.     .     .     . 

Your  faithful  Friend 

C.  Gore. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  Wed.,  5  June,  1822. 
Mv  DEAR  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  rec'd  a  few  days  ago  a  letter  from  O.  saying  that  he 
heard  from  what  he  deemed  a  sure  quarter,  that  the  cabinet  quarrel 
at  Washington  has  become  more  violent,  and  so  much  so  that  it  is 
not  unlikely  that  Crawford  will  be  removed.  Now  of  this  quarrel 
I  know  nothing  beyond  the  disagreement  wh'  was,  thro'  the 
winter,  understood  to  exist  between  the  Cabinet  candidates  for 
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the  Presidency.  But  it  would  be  most  extraordinary,  and  against 
every  idea  that  has  been  formed  of  the  character  of  Mr.  Monroe, 
should  he  take  the  part  of  dismissing  any  one  from  office,  and 
especially  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  are  spoken  of  as  candidates 
for  the  Presidency.  The  course  of  Mr.  Monroe  is  to  go  thro'  his 
term,  with  as  much  peace  as  he  may  be  allowed  to  enjoy  :  and  as 
respects  his  successor  to  leave  that  matter  to  those  who,  whether 
he  so  desires  or  not,  will  have  the  power  to  settle  it. 

The  controversy  between  Adams  &  Russell*  has  been  most 
unwisely  provoked  by  the  latter  ;  the  triumph  seems,  in  the  opinion 
of  every  one,  to  be  given  to  the  former.  No  antecedent  docu- 
ment has  been  more  in  favor  of  Mr.  Adams'  talents,  and  none 
will  be  more  useful  to  him,  tho'  I  do  not  see  that  his  course  is 
free  from  great  discouragement.  Clay  is  yet  to  put  himself  for- 
ward ;  and  Russell's  letter  seems  to  have  reference  to  his  pre- 
tentions :  if  he  can  prevent  an  election  by  the  electors,  and 
obtain  votes  enough  to  be  a  candidate  before  the  H.  of  Rep,  he 
may  hope  for  &  it  is  possible  that  he  may  attain,  the  Presidency. 
Under  present  circumstances  Crawford's  chance  is  inferior  to 
that  of  no  one  ;  and  sh'd  the  worst  happen,  wh'  Mr.  O  con- 
jectures to  be  not  improbable,  he  w'd  most  probably  succeed. 

R.  King. 


D.  E.  DuNscoMB  TO  R.  King, 

New  York,  July  4,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  at  the  annual  meeting  of 

the  New  York  State  Society  of  the  Cincinnati,  held  at  the  City 

Hall  this  day,  you  were  unanimously  elected  an  honorary  member. 

With  great  respect,  I  am  your  M.  obt.  Servt 

D.  E.  DuNSCOMB,  Secretary 

[Endorsed  :  "  Ansd.  Nov.  1822.  declining  the  honor,  inasmuch 

*Mr.  Adams  speaking  of  Mr.  Russell's  letter  says  :  "  It  is  a  letter  of  seven 
folio  sheets  of  paper,  and  amounts  to  little  less  than  a  denunciation  of  the 
Ghent  mission  for  proposing  the  article  recognizing  the  fishery  right  and  the 
British  right  to  navigate  the  Mississippi,  in  the  proposal  of  which  he  con- 
curred. Russell  wrote  this  letter  at  Paris,  where  we  all  were,  without  ever 
communicating  it  to  me,  or  letting  me  know  that  he  had  any  intention  of 
writing  such   a  letter.     It  is  a  most  elaborate,  disingenuous    and    sophistical 
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as  more  than  30  years  ago,  it  was  proposed  to  me  in  another  State 
to  become  a  member,  which,  being  in  civil  life,  and  not  entitled 
to  participate  in  the  honors  won  and  enjoyed  by  the  military 
defenders  of  their  country,  I  declined.     R,  K."] 


J.  Q.  Adams  to  R.  King. 

Washington,  15  August,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  enclose  herewith  a  copy  of  the  British  Act  of  Parliament 
opening  the  British  ports  in  America  and  the  West  Indies  to 
our  Vessels  ;  and  a  draft  which  I  have  prepared  for  a  Proclama- 
tion of  the  President,  under  the  act  of  Congress  of  6  May  last. 
You  will  see  the  minute  endorsed  on  the  draft  of  the  Proclama- 
tion by  the  President  ;  and  I  ask  the  favour  of  your  opinion  with 
regard  to  the  propriety  of  the  restriction,  which  you  will  observe 
is  reciprocal,  to  that  in  the  third  section  of  the  British  Act. 

There  is  another  question  upon  which  I  wish  for  your  opinion, 
the  more  as  I  think  the  Act  of  6  May  last  was  drawn  and  matured 
by  you — The  authority  of  the  President  to  issue  his  Proclama- 
tion, opening  the  Ports  of  the  United  States  to  British  Vessels,  is 
to  be  exercised,  on  satisfactory  evidence  being  given  to  him,  that 
the  Ports  in  the  Islajids  or  Colonies  in  the  West  Indies,  under  the 
dominion  of  Great  Britain,  have  been  opened  to  the  Vessels  of 
the  United  States,  and  is  to  operate  in  favour  of  British  vessels 
employed  in  the  trade  and  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  such  Islands  or  Colonics — There  seems  by  the  words  of  the 
Act  to  be  a  limitation  to  the  trade  with  the  Islands  and  Colonies 
in  the  West  Ijulies. 

The    British    Act  opens  certain   Forts  not  only   in  tlie    West 

argument  against  principles  in  which  he  concurred,  and  the  joint  letter  of  the 
25th  November  to  which  he  signed  his  name." 

In  a  note  to  this,  Mr.  C.  F.  Adams  speaks  with  regret  of  Mr.  Russell's  act, 
but  says  : 

"  It  was  the  most  unprovoked  and  envenomed  attack  of  his  (Mr.  Adams) 
character  as  a  statesman,  of  the  many  which  he  was  called  to  meet,  and,  but 
for  the  fortuitous  preservation  of  his  papers  by  Mr.  Monroe,  might  have  served 
to  fix  a  material  blot  forever  upon  his  career.  As  it  turned  out,  the  effect  was 
largely  to  advance  him  in  public  esteem,  whilst  his  accuser  suffered  a  correspond- 
ing severe  penalty  for  his  offence."    Memoirs oi  J.  Q.  Adams,  v.,  p.  497  et  seq. 
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Indies,  but  in  North  America  to  Vessels  of  the  United  States — 
Was  it  not  the  intention  of  the  Act  of  Congress  of  6  May  last  to 
authorize  the  President  to  Ytroct^d  pari  passu  with  the  British 
Government  in  opening  the  Ports,  and  of  course  to  open  our 
Ports  to  British  Vessels  coming  from  Quebec,  Halifax,  St.  Johns 
and  St.  Andrews  in  New  Brunswick,  and  St.  Johns,  Newfound- 
land, as  well  as  those  coming  from  Ports  in  the  West  Indies  ?  I 
have  so  presumed  and  have  drafted  the  Proclamation  accordingly. 

It  is  proper  to  apprise  you,  that  during  the  passage  of  the 
British  Act,  through  the  House  of  Commons,  a  formidable 
opposition  appearing  against  it,  one  of  the  arguments  used 
against  its  passage  was,  that  it  would  not  be  met  by  a  correspond- 
ing measure  on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  Mr.  Robinson,  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  consequence  of  this  had  in- 
terviews with  Mr.  Rush,  in  which  the  latter,  though  declaring  he 
had  received  no  recent  instruction  from  us  on  the  subject,  ex- 
pressed his  entire  belief  that  in  the  event  of  the  passage  of  the 
Act,  corresponding  measures  of  co-extensive  liberality  would  be 
immediately  adopted  on  our  part. 

If  the  restriction  in  the  draft  of  the  Proclamation  of  importa- 
tions in  British  Vessels,  to  articles  of  the  growth,  produce  or 
manufacture  of  the  Island  or  Colony,  from  which  the  V^essel  shall 
directly  come,  be  too  narrow,  would  it  be  expedient  to  insert  in 
its  stead,  a  restriction  to  Articles  of  the  Growth,  produce  or  manu- 
facture of  the  British  Colonies  in  the  West  Indies  for  Vessels 
coming  from  the  West  Indies,  and  to  Articles  of  the  growth, 
produce  or  manufacture  of  the  British  Colonies  in  North  America, 
for  Vessels  coming  from  North  American  Ports  ? 

I  beg  your  answer  as  may  suit  your  convenience,  and  remain 
with  great  Respect,  Dear  Sir  very  faithfully  yours 

John  Quincy  Adams. 

[Letter  endorsed  in  R.  King's  handwriting  : 

"  Reed.  19th.  ansd.  20.  Augt. 

"  Returned  the  papers  as  desired.  His  interpretation  of  the  Law 
giving  the  Pr.  authority  to  open  the  ports  of  the  U.  S.  correct ; 
restriction  to  build  &  seamen  of  Br.  vessels  right ;  preferable  to 
limit  the  cargoes  of  Br.  vessels  from  W.  In.  to  articles  of  the 
produce  of  Br.  Colonies  in  West  Ind,  and  cargoes  of  Br.  Vessels 
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from  Northern  Amer.  V>x.  Colonies  to  the  produce  of  such 
Colonies — instead  of  confing.  the  same  to  produce  of  the  Island 
or  Colony  where  shipped."] 


M.  V.  BuREN  TO  R.  King. 

2ist  Sept.,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Was  your  jaunt  to  Boston  a  pleasant  one,  &  how  is  your  health. 
What  says  Otis — is  he  not  sorry  that  he  has  resigned  ?  You  have 
doubtless  seen  the  Washington  Republican,  &  the  attack  on  hum- 
ble me.  I  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  whether  to  notice  it  or  not.  I 
have  not  the  remotest  objection  to  quarrel  with  those  gentlemen  if 
they  desire  it,  but  feel  some  solicitude  about  the  time.  Our  politi- 
cal aspects  look  well,  Walworth  retires  &  Sterling  goes  by  the 
board.  Among  the  big  lies  &  little  lies  which  they  have  busied 
themselves  in  telling  about  me,  this  summer,  is  one  which  makes 
me  quarrel  with  a  Gen'l.  Breckinridge  and  receive  &  refuse  a 
challenge  from  him.  He  is  a  gentleman  whom  I  never  saw,  &  it 
so  happens  that  I  have  had  no  personal  altercation  with  any  one  : 
why  the  deuce  is  it  that  they  have  such  an  itching  for  abusing  me  ? 
I  try  to  be  harmless,  and  positively  good  natured,  &  a  most  de- 
cided friend  of  peace.  The  judges  are  determined  to  keep  on  the 
bench  &  the  party,  as  far  as  I  can  hear,  are  as  decided  to  have 
them  off.  Justice  Hardenburgh  will  have  a  hard  time  of  it.  He 
this  week  had  a  foretaste  of  the  trouble  which  greatness  brings. 
Clinton  finding  that  he  had  not  resigned  &he  being  absent  on  his 
courts,  he,  C,  called  the  council  &  had  Van  Ness'  resignation  for- 
mally accepted  by  them  &  entered  on  the  minutes,  &  after  having 
twice  met  without  receiving  a  resignation  from  Yates  they  broke 
up.  It  was  then  immediately  given  out  that  Yates'  resignation 
was  necessary  to  qualify  him,  that  it  could  not  be  valid  without 
being  made  to,  &  rec'd  by  the  Council  &  that  as  he  had  omitted 
to  do  so,  all  votes  given  for  him  would  of  course  be  lost.  The  Sec- 
retary sent  for  the  Judge  who  had  been  home  three  days  ;  became 
down  in  person,  resigned,  sent  one  copy  to  the  Gov.  &  one  to 
the  Secretary.  The  Council  convened  &  addressed  a  letter  to  his 
Excellency  requesting  him   to  meet  them  stating  the  fact  of  Ys' 
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resignation.  His  Excellency  sent  them  a  violent  letter,  in  which 
he  upbraided  them  for  neglect  of  duty,  for  improper  conduct  in 
disregarding  the  decision  of  a  military  court,  &  told  them  that  he 
did  not  think  that  the  public  good  required  that  he  should  call  the 
Council,  but  if  he  should  change  his  mind  he  would  let  them  know; 
upon  which  they  went  about  their  respective  concerns  &  have 
gone  to  their  homes.  The  Judge  was  mad  but  what  was  said  & 
done  I  must  leave  for  oral  communication.  The  pretence  that 
the  assent  of  the  Council  is  necessary  to  his  resignation  is  utterly 
futile.  But  it  afforded  amusement  to  Clinton  &  some  little  to  all 
of  us. 

Affectionately  Yrs. 

M.  V.  BUREN. 


In  the  handwriting  of  R.  King. 

The  resignation  of  Van  Ness,  matter  of  concert  with  his  col- 
leagues including  the  Gov.  Yates,  who  would  thereby  be  prepared 
to  nominate  the  three  remaining  in  office  under  the  new  Constn. 
Spencer  told  Van  Buren  in  confidence  after  the  resignation  of  Van 
Ness,  that  Clinton  promised  not  to  call  the  old  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment together,  and  thereby  avoid  the  nomination  of  a  Judge 
in  the  place  of  V.  N.  Nevertheless  Clinton  (perhaps  to  embarrass 
Spencer,  for  tho'  friends  formerly  they  had  become  enemies)  con- 
vened the  Council  about  the  time  the  first  elections  were  to  take 
place  under  the  new  Constitution  ;  and  proposed  to  them  to  ap- 
point a  Judge  in  V.  N's  place,  and  intimated  that  unless  Yates 
also  resigned  previous  to  the  election,  the  votes  given  for  him,  be- 
ing a  Judge,  wd.  be  lost.  The  Council  probably  consulted  V.  B., 
and  declined  to  appoint  a  new  Judge. 

Yates,  who  was  at  Schenectady,  having  lately  returned  from 
the  western  circuit,  was  apprized  of  Clinton's  opinion  and  becom- 
ing alarmed  sent  his  resignation  of  the  Judgeship  to  his  namesake 
Mr.  V.  N.  Yates,  the  Secretary  of  State,  directing  him  to  record 
the  same,  and  to  send  a  copy  to  the  Council  of  appointment. 
Tho'  the  Council  had  adjourned,  the  members  still  remained  in 
Albany,  and  on  receiving  notice  of  Yates'  resignation,  they  sent  a 
letter  to  Gov.  Clinton  informing  him  thereof,  and  that  the  Council 
were  ready  on  the  Govr's  call  to  meet  him  in  order  to  accept 
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judge  Yates'  resignation,  wh.  the  Govr.  had  contended  was  neces- 
sary to  qualify  him  as  Candidate  for  Govr.  Govr.  Clinton  replied 
somewhat  sharply,  reproving  them  for  not  having  concurred  in 
his  suggestion  at  their  late  meeting  and  telling  them,  if  he  shd. 
want  their  advice  he  would  inform  them  thereof. 

It  became  notorious  on  the  inauguration  of  the  Constitution 
that  the  Gov.  was  inclined  and  the  Senate  disinclined  to  the  reap- 
jiointment  of  the  old  Judges.  Various  conjectures  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Gov.  were  made.  V.  B.  believed  that  he  wd.  nominate, 
if  he  believed  the  Senate  wd.  confirm  :  but  wd.  not,  if  he  thought 
they  wd.  reject.  The  Gov.  did  nominate,  and  tho'  he  could  not 
have  been  ignorant  of  the  decision  of  the  Senate,  his  having  done 
so,  wh.  involves  him  in  controversy,  &  endangers  his  Popularity, 
is  only  to  be  explained  by  the  influence  of  Spencer  over  him, 
&  the  understanding  or  agreement  between  him  and  the  old 
Judges. 


CHAPTER  XXIX. 

Van  Buren  to  King — Conversation  with  Spencer,  defending  King — King's 
Endorsement  of  the  Statement — Gore  to  King — Friendly  Letter — King  to 
Gore — Greek  Cause  nearly  hopeless — Lafayette  to  King — Political  Condi- 
tion of  Europe — The  United  States  can  help  the  Greeks  and  the  South 
American  Republics — Beaumarchais'  Claim — Cleaveland — Moody  of  Dum- 
mer  School — Opinion  of  King  as  a  Boy — Gore  to  King — Boston's  Election 
of  We'oster — E.  King  to  King — Clay's  Attack  on  Adams — King  to  C. 
King — Gallatin  not  appointed  to  treat  with  Neuville  on  Claims  against 
France — King  to  C.  King — Clay's  Publication  on  the  Treaty  of  Ghent — 
King  to  J.  A.  King — Advises  Reserve  by  the  Legislature  on  the  Presidential 
Question — This  must  be  of  a  sectional  Character — King  to  J.  A.  King — 
Neuville  insincere — King  to  C.  King — Havre  does  not  approve  of  the 
Convention  with  France — 111  Effect  of  France's  Delays — Canning  on  West 
India  Restrictions  unsatisfactory. 

M.  Van  Buren  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  Sept.  21,  1822. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  yesterday  for  the  first  time,  had  an  opportunity  to  speak  fully 
to  the  Chief  Justice  on  the  subject  of  his  feelings  toward  you, 
which  I  told  you  I  would  do.  He  called  on  me  and  manifesting  a 
disposition  to  talk  freely,  I  embraced  the  occasion  to  say  to  him 
that  you  had  understood  that  he  had  spoken  of  you  in  an  un- 
friendly manner,  that  as  you  were  conscious  that  you  had  not 
done  anything  to  deserve  his  ill  will,  you  were  mortified  at  the 
circumstance,  &  that  if  he  had  no  objections  I  wished  he  would 
state  tome  the  grounds  of  his  displeasure.  This  he  said  he  would 
cheerfully  do  &  proceeded  to  say,  that  the  vote  you  gave  on 
Wheaton's  resolution,  (in  the  convention),  disappointed  him,  but 
that  he  did  not  consider  himself  as  having  a  right  to  dispute  with 
you  on  that  point,  farther  than  as  it  respected  the  motives  which 
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governed  you,  &  that  he  had  been  told  by  Mr.  Elbert  Jones  that 
you  had  said,  in  explanation  of  your  vote,  that  you  did  not 
support  the  resolution  because  you  knew  it  could  not  succeed. 
An  additional  iS:  the  niost  serious  ground  of  his  complaint,  &  which 
he  said  had  excited  him  much,  was  that  you  had  ridiculed  the 
application  he  made  for  your  advice,  as  to  the  propriety  of  his 
leaving  the  convention  for  the  court.  But  he  had  consulted  you 
in  good  faith,  under  the  belief  that  you  would  advise  him  as  a 
friend,  &  from  a  respect  for  your  opinion,  &  that  when  he  learnt 
(from  a  quarter  the  credibility  of  which  he  was  not  at  liberty  to 
question)  that  you  had  turned  that  act  so  much  to  his  prejudice, 
&  in  a  manner  so  offensive,  he  had  not  concealed  the  character 
of  his  feelings  towards  you.  He  declined  giving  his  author  for 
the  latter  matter.  I  told  him  that  the  respectability  of  Mr.  Jones 
was  such  as  to  justify  him  in  placing  the  utmost  confidence  in  his 
statement ;  but  that  as  I  knew  no  man  who  was  less  likely  to  act 
from  such  motives,  I  was  persuaded  that  Mr.  Jones  had  misun- 
derstood you  or  had  been  misunderstood  by  him  ;  that  you  had 
spoken  to  me  of  the  application  he  had  made  for  your  advice,  and 
in  a  manner  totally  different  from  the  one  which  had  been 
reported  to  him,  &  that  from  that  circumstance,  as  well  as  from 
my  knowledge  of  your  feelings  and  disposition  in  general  &  to- 
wards him  in  particular,  I  could  take  upon  myself  to  say  that  it 
was  impossible  that  the  information  he  had  received  could  be 
true.  I  informed  him  that  it  was  with  your  knowledge  and 
approbation  that  I  broached  the  subject  to  him,  and  took  the 
liberty  of  adding,  that  from  your  situation  he  must  be  sensible, 
that  a  desire  that  your  own  conduct  should  stand  exonerated 
from  the  imputation  of  having  done  anything  improper,  towards  a 
gentleman  of  whom  personally  you  thought  well,  &  of  whom  you 
had  on  several  occasions  spoken  as  you  felt,  must  be  your  chief 
object  for  enquiring  into  the  grounds  of  his  complaints. 

With  respect  &  esteem 

Your  friend  Hon  Sect 

M.  V.  BUREN. 

On  the  outer  page  of  this  letter  is  in  R.  King's  handwriting 
the  following : 

"Ansd.  24th  Sept.  1822. 
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"  Conclusion  of  letter. 

"  I  might  say  a  few  words  in  respect  to  your  conference  with  the 
C.  J.  ;  but  perhaps  had  better  defer  it  to  a  future  opportunity.  Still 
I  may  now  observe,  that  concerning  Wheaton's  proposition,  as  no 
explanations  can  be  asked,  none  can  be  given  ;  tho'  in  respect  to 
the  same  proposition  as  contained  in  Monro's  Report  on  the 
Judiciary,  wh.  I  thought  might  have  been  worked  into  a  good 
system,  the  C.  J.  and  his  Brethren  frowned  upon  it  and  the  Report 
was  reed,  with  disfavor  by  the  Convention. 

"  In  respect  to  the  other  point,  wh.  if  true  would  have  been 
illiberal  &  offensive,  I  owe  it  to  myself  and  him  to  say  that  it  is 
not  only  untrue,  but  that  it  is  a  deliberate  falsehood." 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Sep.  28, 1822. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

I  am  truly  and  deeply  obliged  for  your  kind  and  affectionate 
visit.  On  your  arrival,  I  was  recovering  from  a  severe  indisposi- 
tion. Your  company  animated  and  restored  me  to  something 
like  life.  I  am  still  in  as  good  Health  ;  my  Limbs  not  stronger 
nor  my  Joints  freer,  but  I  do  not  suffer  that  enervating  Debility 
of  Body,  nor,  what  is  worse,  that  fatal  and  fearful  Inanity  of  Mind 
which  forebodes  the  most  dreadful  Consequences.  Perhaps,  and  I 
devoutly  pray  God  it  may  be  so,  I  have  a  morbid  Excess  of  Ap- 
prehension, which  niay  never  be  realized.     .     .     . 

I  hope  you  will  not  for  several  winters  to  come  refrain  from 
going  to  W.  You  do  much  Good  &  prevent  much  Evil,  and  the 
Solitude  of  the  Winter  at  Jamaica  is  avoided  &  Home  rendered 
more  agreeable  in  the  Summer,  by  the  Vexation  &  Toils  of  the 
preceding  Season  &  the  Journey  in  going  &  returning.  I  fully 
estimate  the  Inconveniences  of  your  Situation  under  the  Pri- 
vations you  have  endured,  &  the  almost  Hopelessness  of  removing 
them  from  a  Mind  of  Sensibility  &  Prudence.  Occupation  & 
Employment  seem  to  be  more  necessary  to  an  old  than  to  a  young 
man.  And  Washington  affords  these,  though  I  confess  with  many 
Deductions  from  the  Pleasure  it  formerly  produced,  when  wise  & 
distinguished  men  principally  regulated  the  affairs  of  the  Nation, 
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and   we  were  full   of   Ho))e   iV   the   Scenes  of   Life   filled  with 

Promise.     .     .     . 

Sincerely  &  affectionately 

your  faithful  Friend, 

C.  Gore. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  L.  I.,  Nov.  3,  1822. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Mr.  Lloyd  declines  the  Presidency  of  the  Bank ;  he 
doubtless  anticipates  a  Reelection  this  winter  to  the  Senate — this 
probability  is  increased  by  Webster's  consenting  to  be  a  candi- 
date to  the  H.  of  Representatives,  which  I  think  he  w'd  not  do, 
was  an  appointment  to  the  Senate  made  probable. 

Can  it  be  that  the  middling,  or  any  other  class  in  Boston,  pre- 
fer J.  Putnam  to  D.  Webster,  who  in  point  of  Genius  and  rare 
Endowment  is  inferior  to  no  man  among  us  ? 

In  Washington  Gales  &  Doct.  Thornton  have  disagreed  respect- 
ing the  sending  of  succour  to  the  Greeks  ;  the  Question  is  post- 
poned, and  according  to  our  last  news  &  according  to  an  article 
from  the  Allgemeine  Zeitung,  a  paper  devoted  to  the  Greeks, 
''  the  Turks  having  been  able  to  pour  into  the  Morea  a  very  large 
force  derived  from  the  Ottoman  Northern  Provinces,  the  Greeks 
have  been  defeated  in  several  engagements,  and  the  result  has 
been  ruin  and  despair.  In  every  quarter  terror  «S:  dismay  prevail, 
and  the  utmost  efforts  of  the  leaders  to  re-collect  their  scattered 
forces  have  proved  ineffectual.  There  are  no  details  of  the  late 
discomfitures,  but  various  accounts  by  the  way  of  Trieste  agree 
that  the  defeat  has  been  decisive." 

Before  the  dispersion  of  the  Senate  a  Proclamation  was  pub- 
lished, exhorting  the  Greeks  to  persevere  in  the  cause  of  Christian 
Liberty,  although  their  efforts  were  for  the  present  baffled — they 
also  again  call  upon  the  Powers  of  Europe  to  afford  assistance. 
If  this  paragraph  should  be,  as  I  fear  it  is,  true,  the  failure  of  suc- 
cour from  the  American  Metropolis  will  not  prove  to  be  of  seri- 
ous importance  :  and  the  cause  of  the  Cross  will  not  be  lost,  in 
consequence  of  the  disagreement  between  the  Editor  of  the 
Nat'l  Intelligencer,  and  the  Head  clerk  of  the  Patent  Office. 

RuFUS  King. 
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Lafayette  to  R.  King. 

La  Grange,  Nov.  10,  1822. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

Public  papers  of  the  several  European  Countries  are  very 
proper  channels  to  convey  information  which  compared  together 
by  an  experienced  statesman  may  give  him  an  adequate  idea  of 
the  situation  of  affairs.  But  I  know  you  are  not  insensible  to  the 
pleasure  of  hearing  from  another  person,  an  old  friend,  who  shall 
ever  be  more  heartily  attached  to  you. 

The  politics  of  Europe  are  critical  ;  a  Congress  at  Verona  has 
afforded  some  signs  of  misunderstanding  between  two  great  pow- 
ers. Russia  feels  she  has  been  over  Complaisant  for  the  theories 
of  the  Sainie  Alliance,  when  in  opposition  to  her  eastern  interests  ; 
Great  Britain  is  endeavoring  to  obtain  the  confidence  of  Spain,  the 
Commerce  of  South  America  and  an  influence  over  that  very 
Greece  where  she  has  protected,  if  not  encouraged,  Ottoman 
cruelty  and  brutality.  The  passions  of  the  governing  power  in 
France  mislead  their  polity  in  every  point  ;  yet  some  thing  has 
already  issued  from  the  deliberations  among  the  several  represent- 
atives of  privilege  which  the  defenders  of  right  will  not  wait  long 
to  know ;  in  the  mean  while  a  late  succes  of  Mina  against  the 
troops  of  the  Regency  of  Urgel  has  very  timely  damped  the  san- 
guine Hopes  of  the  Counter  Revolutionary  party. 

The  actual  leaders  of  Constitutional  governments  in  the 
Peninsula  are  not  yet  reconciled  I  will  say  to  the  idea  of  South 
American  independence,  due  to  the  unpopularity  attending  its 
acknowledgement.  Saving  that  great  error,  their  conduct  is 
patriotic,  spirited  and  of  much  importance  to  the  liberties  of 
Europe.  They  of  course  have  the  wishes  of  all  liberal  men  on  this 
side  of  the  Atlantic.  So  have  the  Greeks  to  the  highest  degree, 
and  when  I  think  that  two  ships  of  the  line,  nay  three  or  four 
large  frigates,  and  a  loan  of  some  money  should  insure  their  in- 
dependence, I  lament  that  such  an  assistance  be  withheld  from 
them.  Loans  have  been  found  among  Capitalists  for  objects  less 
momentous  ;  just  what  will  be  done  at  Verona  with  respect  to 
the  New  Grecian  Republic  we  do  not  yet  know  ;  but  have  rejoiced 
to  hear  the  American  flag  has  appeared  on  those  seas,  altho'  only 
on  board  a  frigate  and  small  vessels,  and  consider  the  United 
States  as  the  only  disinterested  patronage  which  might  insure  their 


486  RUFUS  KING.  [182a 

real  freedom.  Of  the  affairs  of  France  I  shall  say  very  little 
referring  you  to  the  journal  of  both  parties.  Elections  for  a  fifth 
of  the  Chambre  des  Deputes  are  going  to  take  place  ;  government 
does  me  and  some  of  my  friends  the  honor  to  oppose  our  election 
with  all  their  might.  I  have  been  desired  by  a  friend  of  mine, 
formerly  my  aid-de-camp  in  the  national  guards,  to  mention  an 
interesting  claim  upon  the  treasury  of  the  U.  S.  You  are 
acquainted  with  the  affair,  as  it  has  been  often  debated.  The 
daughter  of  Beaumarchais,  wife  to  M.  de  la  Rue,  has  addressed 
Congress.  Both  deserve  much  regard.  It  has  been  suggested 
the  claim  might  be  referred  to  a  judicial  examination.  My  re- 
membrance of  Beaumarchais'  activity  in  the  first  period  of  our 
Revolution,  is  an  additional  motive  for  my  mentioning  this  claim 
which,  no  doubt,  will  be  carefully  deliberated  upon  in  the  actual 
session  of  Congress, 

Be  pleased,  my  dear  sir,  to  present  my  affectionate  regards  to 
all  the  family  and  believe  me  forever, 

Your  most  sincere  friend 

Lafayette. 

There  is  a  letter  from  Nehemiah  Cleaveland,  Newbury- 
port,  of  November  12,  1822,  informing  Mr.  King  that  an 
association  had  been  formed  by  persons  who  had  received 
their  primary  education  at  the  Dummer  School,  at  Byfield, 
under  Mr.  Moody,  to  restore  it  to  its  former  influence,  and 
asking  him  to  become  a  member  of  the  association,  saying, 
*'  they  will  very  highly  appreciate  the  name  &  aid  of  one 
whom  the  excellent  Moody  was  wont  to  mention  as  his  son, 
with  even  more  than  paternal  praise." 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  15th  Nov.,  1S22. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Boston  has  done,  as  she  ought ;  elected  Webster  by  a 
great  majority,  although  many  feared  otherwise.  There  really 
was  no  objection  urged  against  him,  except  a  superiority  of  talent, 
and  this  was  imprudently  pressed  upon  him  as  a  disqualification 
for  public  office. 

So  much  has  been  said  in  the  public  Papers  of  Mr.  Webster's 
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having  been  preferred  to  Mr.  Lloyd,  &  that  the  latter  could  not  & 
would  not  have  been  chosen  had  not  the  former  declined,  that  I 
should  not  be  surprized  if  Mr.  L.  should  now  refuse  to  be  a  candi- 
date for  the  office  the  next  six  years.     .     .     . 

ever  your  faithful  friend 

C.  Gore. 


E.  King  to  R.  King. 

Gallispolis  (O.),  Novr.    24,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Ohio  is  decided  at  present  for  Mr.  Clay,  and  I  know 
no  person,  who  would  be  able  to  alienate  her,  except  Mr.  Clinton, 
who  would  receive  the  support  of  the  North  and  Eastern  part 
of  the  State.  He  (Mr.  Clay)  will  undoubtedly  be  the  first  choice, 
and  I  think  perhaps  Mr.  Adams  the  second.  If  however  the 
Missouri  question  should  present  itself,  in  the  contest,  Ohio 
probably  would  leave  her  favorite  and  support  Mr.  Adams. 

The  politicians  of  this  State  foretell,  that  the  election  of  Presi- 
dent will  come  into  the  House  of  Reps.,  and  on  that  pre- 
sumption strongly  count  on  Mr.  Clay,  who  will  be  there  in 
person  to  manage  the  storm.  However  many  of  them,  I  know, 
draw  the  information  of  probable  results  from  Clay  himself. 
I  have  had  some  conversations  with  him,  and  am  satisfied,  entre 
no2is,  that  the  attack  on  Adams  did  not  altogether  originate  with 
Mr.  Russell.  He  stated  the  facts  to  me  and  I  believe  to  others 
at  Columbus  in  the  January  preceding  the  call,  and  stated  that 
"  he  knew  no  reason  why  the  facts  should  be  longer  concealed." 
In  this  however  they  have  been  foiled,  and  altho'  I  do  not  like 
Mr.  Adams,  I  feel  gratified  at  his  escape  from  that  snare,  and 
think  the  cats-paw,  Russell,  v/ell  punished. 

Believe  me 

Your  affectionate  Son 
Edw.  King. 


R.  King  to  C.  King, 

Washington,  Dec'r  13,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.     .     .     Gallatin,tho'lessconfidentthanformerly,  still  expresses 
a  hope  that  something  may  be  done  respecting  the  Am.  claims 
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before  he  leaves  France.  The  letters  from  him  are  not  of  late 
dates  ;  the  Depart,  of  State  have  no  information  that  Neuville 
is  appointed*  amb.  to  the  Porte,  but  are  informed  by  Gallatin 

that  Mr.  N has  been  appointed  to  treat  with  him,  G.,  on  Am. 

claims,  and  that  he  is  busy  in  hunting  up  French  claims,  those  of 
Beaumarchais,  those  of  grants  of  land  in  Louisiana  and  of  com- 
mercial losses,  arising  from  what  the  French  call  an  unsound  con- 
struction of  the  Louisiana  Treaty  in  respect  to  tonnage  &  other 
duties  in  order  to  swell  up  a  sum  to  set  off  agst.  the  am.  claims. 
Gallatin  positively  returns  in  the  Spring.     .     .     . 

RuFUS  King. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 


Dec'r  19,  1822. 


Dear  Sir  : 

In  yesterday's  Intelligencer  we  had  Mr.  Clay's  publication  on 
the  subject  of  the  Ghent  negotiation,  to  which  Mr.  Adams  replies 
in  the  same  paper  of  this  morning.  The  insinuations  of  Mr. 
Clay  are  manfully  met  by  Mr.  Adams ;  and  I  am  mistaken  if  in 
public  opinion  Mr.  Clay  is  not  placed  in  a  situation  that  may  be 
found  a  little  embarrassing.  The  Kentucky  Candidate  should 
have  strictly  adhered  to  his  game  ;  agere  non  scribere  was  his 
course,  and  he  has  been  off  his  guard  to  depart  from  it. 

YrsTr 

RuFUS  King. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Washington,  Deer.  22,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  see  nothing  new  respecting  the  Presidency — many 
gentlemen  are  anxious,  and  have  the  appearance  of  being  busy 
&  inquisitive  ;  but  no  one  is  able  to  bring  much  to  pass.  Whether 
any  agitator  will  endeavour  to  influence  your  Legislature  I  can- 
not tell,  but  if  the  members  are  wise,  they  will  not  be  prematurely 

*  Mr.  C.  King  had,  Nov.  30th,  written  to  Mr.  King  that  his  correspondent 
abroad  had  sent  the  information  that  "  Mr.  Neuville  is  or  is  to  be  appointed  to 
negotiate  with  Mr.  Gallatin  on  American  claims,"  and  that  he  had  intimated 
that  a  separate  claim  had  better  be  made  for  certain  goods  "sold  to  the  war 
department,  which  might  be  paid  at  once." 
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committed.  There  will  be  time  enough  and  nothing  will  be  lost 
by  a  discreet  reserve  ;  individually  there  are  good  reasons  agt. 
your  becoming  a  partizan  prematurely.  The  Question  must 
assume  in  the  end  a  sectional  character — and  the  public  feelings 
may  reach  such  a  tone,  as  may  prove  quite  embarrassing  for 
those  who  early  &  actively  support  a  distant  Candidate.     .     .     . 

Very  faithfully  yrs. 
RuFus  King. 


R.  King  to  J.  A,  King. 

Georgetown,  Deer.  28,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  According  to  Charles,  the  French  claim  is  further 
delayed.  ...  I  still  think,  as  I  have  for  some  time  believed, 
that  Neuville  is  insincere,  and  more  likely  to  disserve  than  benefit 
the  claim.  With  all  his  pretensions  to  partiality,  he  does  not  like 
America,  and  will  not  be  inclined  to  render  services  to  her  just 
claims.  ...  I  cannot  but  believe  they  (the  French  claims) 
may  ultimately  be  recovered  in  whole  or  part. 

affectly.  yours 
R.    K. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Washington,  Dec'r  28,  1822. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  do  not  know  that  late  letters  are  rec'd  from  France  :  those 
formerly  rec'd  from  Mr.  Gallatin  gave  information  that  the  Govt, 
of  France  had  referred  the  Convention  with  the  U.  S.  to  the  sev- 
eral Chambers  of  Commerce  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  their 
opinion  on  the  regulations  which  by  the  Convention  w'd  be  estab- 
lished. The  same  spirit  that  has  heretofore  shewn  itself  respect- 
ing advantages  to  be  obtained  by  imposing  differential  duties  on 
the  navigation  &  trade  between  the  two  Countries  without  doubt 
still  exists  ;  tho'  the  expectation  of  being  gratified  may  be  less 
confident.  It  is  however  understood  that  the  Chamber  at  Havre 
were  indisposed  to  the  ratification  of  the  article,  which  either  side 
may  reject  without  affecting  the  other  articles  composing  the  Con- 
vention.    The  Parisian  goods  imported  from  Havre  are  supposed 
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to  be  of  etjual  value,  to  the  cotton  t^  tobacco  imported  from  the 
U.  S.  to  the  same  place.  The  effect  thereof  w'd  be  equivalent  to 
the  equality  of  duties  on  the  Shps.  of  the  two  Countries  ;  and 
therefore  objectionable  to  the  ship-owners  of  Havre.  Nothing 
has  been  done  in  the  Senate  on  this  subject,  which  may  without 
inconvenience  still  wait  for  further  information  from  France. 

Count  Minon,  charge  d'affaires  of  France  &  who  expects  to  be 
appointed  Envoy,  spoke  to  me  some  days  ago  about  the  affairs  of 
the  claims  of  the  two  Countries.  Tho'  the  place  was  not  a  suit- 
able one,  the  President's  drawing  Room,  I  expressed  pretty 
strongly  my  opinion  of  the  delay,  amounting  to  a  plain  indispo- 
sition of  France  to  do  justice  to  the  claims  of  the  U.  S.,  and 
added  that  while  I  was  disposed  to  be  just  on  all  occasions,  the 
effect  of  these  postponements  of  France  would,  &  did,  produce 
an  inclination  to  do  nothing  beyond  rigorous  justice  ;  that 
France  has  made  compensation  to  almost  all  the  Govt's  of  Eu- 
rope, for  injuries  done  by  what  they  called  the  usurped  Govt, 
but  to  the  U.  S.  they  had  made  no  true  reparation,  tho'  no  claim 
was  so  strong  as  those  of  America.  The  Count  alluded  to  the 
refusal  of  England  to  do  justice  to  yr.  claim,  insinuating  that  it 
arose  from  acts  wh'  were  peculiarly  confined  to  England  ;  also 
to  the  refusal  of  Naples  ;  that  France  has  not  yet  refused  but 
delays  only,  and  ultimately  might  do  what  we  asked,  &c,  &c.  I 
returned  to  the  ill  temper  wh'  the  treatment  of  France  produced 
in  this  country,  and  which  already  had  v/eakened  old  attachments, 
&  if  persisted  in,  w'd  destroy  them  altogether. 

Mr.  Canning  besets  Mr.  Adams  with  claims  of  equality  in  re- 
spect to  duties  and  charges  of  all  sorts  on  the  W.  Ind.  inter- 
course— when  called  on  to  state  the  charges,  duties  (S:c  imposed 
on  Am.  objects  in  the  Eng  Colonies,  he  shewed  inofficial  state- 
ments, which  may,  or  may  not,  be  correct  ;  and  declines  to  reduce 
to  the  form  of  an  official  note,  the  statement  of  the  duties,  charges 
&  expenses,  wh'  alone  are  imposed  in  the  Colonies  on  Am.  ves- 
sels. He  does  not  assert,  &  probably  cannot,  that  no  higher  or 
other  duties  or  charges  are  imposed  on  American  than  on  Brit- 
ish vessels.  The  Maitlands,  and  others  of  N.  York,  and  Norfolk, 
are  the  owners  of  these  claims.  The  truth  is  no  one  can  yet 
give  much  information  of  the  duties  &  charges  imposed  in  the 
Colonies  on  Am.  vessels,  because  no  table  of  duties  &:  charges, 
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except  in  the  late  act  of  Parliament,  has  anywhere  been  estab- 
lished. 

The  House  have  passed  a  Bill,  wh'  is  before  the  Commtee.  of 
the  Senate  repealing  the  Restriction  by  wh.  Am.  vessels  are  forbid 
to  import  from  the  Br.  Colonies  any  article  not  of  the  production 
of  the  Colony  whence  imported.  To  repeal  this  Restriction  w'd 
open  anew  claim  on  the  part  of  Eng.  that  their  vessels  should  have 
equal  liberty.     This  surely  would  be  unwise.     ,     .     . 

R.  King. 
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R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Washington,  January  7,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Enclosed  I  send  you  a  sketch  of  a  Bill  which  we  shall 
probably  report  to  the  Senate.  It  does  not  propose  to  give  carte 
blanche  to  G.  Br.  in  the  regulation  of  the  trade.  To  allow  to  each 
Colonial  port,  to  import  into  the  U.  S.  the  produce  of  any  of  the 
colonies  in  wh'  the  enumerated  Ports  are  situated,  extends  the 
provision  of  the  Proclamation,  but  is  not  of  importance  ;  and  it 
obviates  an  objection  of  some  force  made  to  the  Proclamation. 
The  reciprocating  of  the  restrictions  on  Am.  Vessels,  so  far  as  to 
limit  the  importation  of  Colonial  articles  in  Br.  vessels,  to  a  direct 
voyage  from  the  Colonial  ports  to  those  of  the  U.  S.  and  the  im- 
ports from  the  U.  S.  to  the  Colonies  to  a  direct  voyage  in  Br.  Ves- 
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sels,  that  have  come  from  the  Colonies  to  the  U.  S.,  and  a  prohi- 
bition to  such  vessels  to  export  such  articles  to  any  other  place 
than  to  the  Colonial  port,  requiring  bond  for  the  landing  in  such 
Colonial  port  of  such  exports,  will  make  the  regulations  more 
equal. 

Whether  the  fom.  tonage  duty  &  the  10  p'r  cent  on  the  duties 
on  the  importation  of  Colonial  articles  in  Br.  vessels,  will  be 
enough  to  equalize  the  advantages  of  Br,  Ships  in  being  allowed 
to  carry  to  the  Colonial  ports  free  of  duty  from  the  N.  A.  colonies, 
or  from  G.  B.  like  articles  to  those  which  if  carried  from  the 
U.  S.  will  pay  a  duty  averaging  nearly  10  p'r  cent  ad  valorem, 
and  the  further  advantage  of  other  articles  not  allowed  (tho' 
abounding  in  the  U.  S.)  to  be  carried  from  the  U.  S.  to  the  Colo- 
nies, may  be  doubtful.  If  they  are  not  sufficient  to  equalize  the 
trade  we  may  be  obliged  to  impose  a  higher  duty  on  Eng.  colonial 
articles,  than  on  the  like  articles  of  the  Spanish  and  other  fom. 
Colonies.  The  right  to  prohibit  rum  or  other  articles  is  reserved 
also.  Yrs 

R.  King. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Washington,  Jan.  9,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.     .     .     As  I  do  not  see  the  Advocate,  I  know  nothing  of  its 

course  ;  but  I  doubt  the  inference  that  V.  B *  has  taken  any 

measures  with  the  Gov'r  to  lead  him  to  any  individual  course  ;  & 
therefore  disbelieve  that  he  has  pressed  the  appointment  of  S.  I 
have  little  doubt  that  he  thinks  very  highly  of  the  talent  &  learn- 
ing of  this  veteran,  but  he  is  too  much  awake  &  too  sagacious  to 

*  C.  King  had  written  on  January  7th  as  follows  : 

"  Much  solicitude  exists  among  the  politicians,  as  to  the  new  Governor's 
course  particularly  in  relation  to  the  Judiciary,  and  it  is  surmised  pretty  confi- 
dently from  an  article  in  this  morning's  Advocate,  that  Van  Buren  &  his  friends 
desire  the  Chief  Justice  should  be  reappointed — the  feeling  however  of  the  State 
at  large  is,  I  hope  &  believe,  against  such  a  reappointment." 

On  January  II th,  R.  King  writes  :  "V.  B.  thinks  the  article  on  Ch.  J.  Spencer 
in  the  American  is  ably  done  :  that  it  truly  represents  the  public  opinion.  The 
Advocate  has  backed  out,  and  will  not  contend.  It  is  conjectured  that  Noah 
may  have  been  pushed  forward  by  M.  Davis  as  the  organ  of  the  Ch.  J." 
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have  misunderstood  the  bias  of  public  opinion  ;  &  tho'  the  Govr. 
may  prefer  S.,  V.  B.  is  unhesitating  in  the  opinion,  (and  I  have 
little  doubt  that  the  Gov.  has  some  how  learned  the  same)  that 
he  shd.  not,  &  in  the  belief  that  he  will  not  risk  anything  that  will 
be  likely  to  meet  with  much  opposition.  If  a  preference  can  be 
indulged  without  objections,  it  will  be  indulged  ;  otherwise  V.  B. 
knows  his  man  too  well,  to  believe  that  this  will  happen. 

Here  the  presidential  question  makes  little  progress.  Adams' 
reply  to  Gen'l  Smith  of  Virginia  is  considered  to  be  an  able,  and 
very  skillful  performance,  and,  as  the  Virginians  admit,  well  cal- 
culated for  the  meridian  of  the  antient  Dominion  :  but  I  appre- 
hend that  he  cannot  become  acceptable  to  the  peculiar  faith 
which  does  &  must  control  the  opinions  of  this  region.  In  Ala- 
bama the  Senatorial  Election  was  anti-C. or  otherwise  Jack- 

sonian  ;  in  South  Carolina  Judge  Smith  lost  his  election  because 
he  was  in  favor  of  C.,  and  in  N.  Carolina,  Stokes  lost  his  election 
by  the  occurrence  of  certain  local  interests  ;  perhaps  the  suspicion 
that  he  was,  (what  was  not  true)  opposed  to  C.  and  had  also  some 
influence  against  him.  N.  Carolina  is  cool  on  the  question,  w'd 
prefer  a  republican  candidate,  but  thinks  it  is  yet  time  enough  to 
settle  their  opinion  ;  may  at  present  be  favorable  to  C.  but  there 
would  be  no  throwing  up  of  hats  should  he  be  chosen  :  his  vote 
to  incorporate  the  Bk  of  the  U.  S.  is  not  there  forgotten. 

RuFus  King. 


H.  G.  Otis  to  R.  King. 

Boston,  Jany.  11,  1823. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

...  In  your  former  letter  there  was  evidently  a  misgiving  in  re- 
spect to  your  continuance  in  the  Senate.  But  I  hope  you  will  re- 
main. There  is  nothing  permitted  to  be  done  which  is  worthy  of 
your  agency.  A  common  knife  grinder  can  turn  "  de  veels  "  as  well 
as  Monsieur  Gallatin  or  his  betters.  And  when  you  look  around 
upon  your  Senate  you  must  feel,  if  you  don't  exclaim,  quantum 
mutatus  ! — But  it  is  pleasant  to  know  there  is  an  old  pilot  aboard 
even  in  a  steam  boat  and  on  a  smooth  sea.  Besides  your  health 
will  be  promoted  by  the  change  of  scene  and  of  climate,  and  I 
wish  that  whoever  writes  your  epitaph  twenty  years  hence  may 
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be  able  to  say,  that  you  continued  many  years  at  your  post,  the 
last  of  the  Romans.  It  is  also  certain  that  you  prevent  a  great 
deal  of  mischief,  and  keep  in  check  the  formers  of  crude  projects 
and  cunning  devices,  which  is  no  small  praise  or  unworthy  occu- 
pation in  one  who  could  do  more  if  he  had  his  own  way.     .     .     . 

Very  truly 
H.  G.  Otis. 

R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

January,  1823. 

Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  am  aware  that  the  presidential  question  will  produce 
in  our  state  as  well  as  others  much  excitement ;  with  us  it  is  evi- 
dent to  me,  that  it  is  to  be  decided  by  the  array  of  the  old  divi- 
sion of  Parties,  if  they  can  be  worked  up  to  a  suitable  pitch.  The 
Advocate  and  the  American  shew  that  this  is  to  be  attempted. 
Verplanck  doubtless  must  have  foreseen  that  the  question  would 
unavoidably  lead  to  this  division.  He,  Verplanck,  seems  to  think 
that  the  leaders  have  less  power  over  the  Party,  whose  views  he 
may  oppose,  than  formerly  :  whether  he  judges  correctly  I  am 
unable  to  predict,  but  there  are  many  topics  on  which  they  may 
yet  insist  with  much  confidence  ;  and  the  claim,  which  they  will 
put  forth  to  be  credited  on  account  of  the  antiquity  of  their  faith 
and  the  jealousy  which  they  will  endeavor  to  excite  against  the 
advice  and  arguments  of  the  American,  on  account  of  the  recent 
adoption  of  the  Editor  by  the  faithful,  are  not  mere  shadows — or 
if  they  are,  shadows  are  substances  to  defective  vision.  I  do  not 
feel  quite  sure,  that  the  Editor  of  the  American  has  decided  er- 
roneously ;  thinking  as  he  does,  it  would  have  been  humiliating  to 
have  insincerely  followed  in  the  track  of  the  Advocate.  He 
could  not  have  been  reserved,  on  such  a  question,  unless  he  was 
willing  to  be  set  down  as  having  no  opinion,  or  having  a  prefer- 
ence, to  have  no  spirit  to  avow  it.  In  this  particular  the  Editor 
of  a  public  Journal  is  differently  situated  from  a  private  indi- 
vidual. In  the  case  of  the  latter,  circumstances  may  be  allowed 
to  restrain  the  avowal  of  his  opinions  on  questions,  which  he  may 
take  further  time  to  decide  :  perhaps  in  your  actual  circumstances 
this  may  be  your  case,  tho'  Featherstone,  who  is  here,  says  he  un- 
derstood at  Albany,  that  you  are  the  only  member  of  the  Legisla- 
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tare  in  favor  of  J.  Q.  A.  I  suggested  to  you  some  days  since, 
that  perhaps  a  little  reserve  on  this  head  might  be  expedient. 
You  however  are  after  all  the  best  Judge  on  this  subject.  The 
Editor  of  the  Advocate  (Noah)  was  not  sincerely  your  friend  at 
the  last  Election,  and  at  the  next  will  probably  be  openly  your 
enemy.  Of  all  this  however  you  better  than  I  can  form  a  correct 
opinion.  How  the  City  will  stand  on  this  subject  I  know  not. 
The  Editor  of  the  Advocate  lost  his  influence  when  he  attempted 
to  use  it  for  his  own  profit  ;  how  his  power  will  stand  when  he 
urges  the  claim  of  another,  may  be  less  uncertain.  Here  the 
presidential  question  from  one  day  to  another  assumes  different 
phases  ;  to-day  the  interest  of  Clay  seems  comparatively  to  have 
gained  strength.  The  western  members  of  N.  Y'k  do  not  dislike 
Clay — nor  do  the  northern  portion  of  Pennsylvania.  Yet  Calhoun 
has  a  numerous  body  in  Penn.  ;  he,  if  out  of  the  question,  which 
some  believe  to  be  the  case,  might  prefer  Adams  ;  and  whatever 
of  influence  he  may  possess  in  Clay  or  elsewhere,  may  be  applied 
in  favor  of  A.  Yet  this  is  said  to  be  precarious  ;  and  that  Calhoun, 
supposing  that  A.  cannot  be  chosen,  appears  to  be  in  his  favor, 
in  the  expectation,  that  A.'s  friends,  when  they  find  his  Election 
hopeless,  will  give  their  votes  to  him  in  preference  to  either  of 
the  other  C's. — Mr.  Crawford  is  embarrassed  with  his  dubious 
Creed  on  the  question  of  internal  improvement ;  on  Roads  & 
Canals  ;  if  he  avows  his  belief  that  the  Constitution  gives  the 
power,  he  offends  Virginia,  &  N.  Carolina — if  he  denies  the  power 
he  risks  Maryland,  Penn.,  Del.  &  N.  York. 

His  friends  say  he  is  in  favor  of  amending  the  Constitution, 
v^hich  cannot  take  place,  since  those  who  think  the  Constitution 
gives  the  power,  will  vote  agt.  amendment,  because  they  believe 
the  Constitution  already  gives  it  &  are  content  :  and  those  who  do 
not  think  it  gives  the  power,  will  vote  against  amendment, 
because  they  are  unwilling  to  give  the  power — By  urging  the 
amendment  in  these  circumstances,  Mr.  Crawford  keeps  dark  in 
respect  to  an  article  of  political  faith,  concerning  wh'  the  creed  of 
the  next  President  ought  to  be  &  must  be  known. 

The  question  about  manufactures  is  another,  about  wh'  Mr. 
Crawford  is  equally  obscure  :  if  he  avows  himself  to  be  in  favor 
of  what  is  called  protecting  duties  he  offends  the  South  and  pleases 
the  west  &  middle  States,  where  except  in  N  York  he  has  little  if 
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any  interest  ;  if  he  is  ag't  protection,  he  gratifies  the  South,  who  in 
the  presumption  that  such  is  his  opinion  are  already  in  his  favor, 
at  the  risk  of  losing  the  middle,  &  western  States. 

Clay  and  Adams,  as  well  as  Calhoun,  are  friends  of  Roads  & 
Canals,  and  probably  in  favor  of  the  Power  to  protect  manufac- 
tuers  by  imports  on  rival  foreign  articles. 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Senate  Chamber,  Jan'y  21,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

General  Jackson  of  Tennessee  is  nominated  M.  P.  to  Mexico 
and  John  Mason  of  Columbia  Dis't,  Secretary  of  Legation. 

Jackson  is  the  best  nomination  that  could  be  made  to  Mexico. 
It  is  the  most  important  to  us  of  the  new  States  ;  we  shall  have 
great  intercourse  with  the  dominions  of  Mexico,  and  may  have 
disputes  and  controversy  with  her.  On  these  considerations,  & 
indeed  on  every  account,  the  nomination  of  Gen'l  Jackson  is 
excellent.  Yrs  &c 

RuFus  King. 


Edward  King,  in  a  letter  of  January  23d,  from  ChilUcothe, 
writes  to  Mr.  King  that,  as  he  will  have  seen  the  Ohio  Leg- 
islature, "  that  is  a  portion  of  them,"  had  made  a  nomination 
of  Mr.  Clay  as  candidate  for  the  Presidency  ;  and  that  it  was 
probable  that  unless  "  some  new  crisis  should  occur,"  Ohio 
would  support  him.  Should  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 
agree  to  nominate  another  candidate,  which  might  unite  the 
Middle  and  Eastern  States,  he  would  probably  be  elected. 
He  says : 

"  It  does  appear  to  me  that  the  country  has  not  so  soon  re- 
covered from  the  Missouri  question,  and  that  the  Eastern  States, 
if  they  find  the  South  &  West  too  strong,  will  be  inclined  to  cry 
out  'No  Slavery,'  and  by  these  means  compel  Ohio  and  the 
Western  free  States  to  abandon  their  choice  and  unite  in  this 
policy." 
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In  J\.  King's  handwriting.  ' 

Sanford 
J  any.  1823 

Early  in  the  Session  in  a  letter  to  Jno.  (his  son)  I  observed  that 
Sanford  not  improbably  wd.  be  thought  of  for  one  of  the  American 
missions.  Conversing  afterwards  with  J.  Q.  A.,  he  informed  me 
that  Sanford  was  not  spoken  of,  because  conversing  with  him  last 
winter  on  the  subject  of  a  foreign  mission,  and  having  suggested 
the  mission  to  Spain  &  Portugal,  he  did  not  understand  from  him 
that  either  wd.  be  acceptable,  or  that  his  answer  was  more  no 
than  yes.  In  the  belief  that  he  correctly  understood  Mr,  Sanford, 
he  concluded  that  an  American  mission  wd.  not  be  acceptable, 
and  for  this  reason  had  not  brought  his  name  forward  for  any  of 
these  S.  A.  missions.  I  immediately  wrote  a  letter  to  this  effect 
to  Jno.  and  desired  that  he  would  shew  the  same  to  Sanford  who 
was  in  Albany.  I  mentioned  no  names,  but  the  impression  that 
I  understood  to  have  kept  him  out  of  sight  for  the  am.  missions. 

In  a  letter  from  Jno.  he  communicated  Sanford's  dissatisfac- 
tion that  he  had  not  been  thought  of  or  named  ;  that  he  consid- 
ered it  to  be  the  effect  of  an  intrigue  by  Wm.  P.  Van  Ness  and 
associates  ;  spoke  with  temper  of  the  demerits  of  the  Judge, 
who,  as  he  supposed,  was  endeavouring  to  put  him,  S,  out  of  view 
in  order  to  obtain  an  appointment  for  himself  ;  concluding  by  de- 
claring that  no  one  was  authorized  to  give  his  refusal  of  any  appt. 
My  motive  in  communicating  these  opinions  to  Jno.,  was  in  order 
that  Sanford,  who  was  spoken  of  as  Chancellor,  or  Ch,  J.  of  N. 
York,  might  correctly  understand  what  was  doing  in  relation  to 
him  here,  whether  he  was  likely  to  receive,  or  not,  any  appoint- 
ment by  the  President. 

I  took  an  opportunity  to  mention  what  I  had  communicated  to 
Jno.  to  J.  Q.  A.,  and  also  the  temper  with  wh.  Sanford  asserts  that 
no  one  was  authorized  to  refuse  in  his  behalf  any  station  to  wh, 
he  might  be  appointed  by  the  President.  J,  Q.  A.  recited  the 
conversation  between  him  and  Sanford  last  winter.  Nothing 
respecting  the  Am.  Missions  was  mentioned  in  this  conversation. 
They  were  not  then  determined  upon  :  that  he  in  fact  named  the 
mission  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  at  the  same  time  spoke  of  those 
to  France  and  perhaps  England,  as  being  filled  ;  that  Mr.  S,  ob- 
served it  was  of  importance,  that  the  country  to  wh.  the  Mission 
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shd.  be  sent,  should  afford  the  means  of  educating  his  children,  and 
this  in  connexion  with  the  general  tenor  of  his  observations,  led 
Mr.  A.  to  conclude  that  neither  Spain  nor  Portugal  wd.  be  agree- 
able to  Mr.  Sanford,  tho'  he  supposed  that  a  mission  to  Fr.  wd.  be 
acceptable.  If  Spain  &  Portugal  were  not  agreeable,  Mr.  A.  be- 
lieved that  no  one  of  those  to  the  new  Am.  States,  where  the 
means  of  education  must  be  inferior  to  those  of  Spain  &  Portugal, 
would  be  acceptable. 

Mr.  Adams  said  that  even  under  this  uncertainty,  he  in  fact 
mentioned  Mr.  Sanford's  name  ;  he  could  not  press  it  with  con- 
fidence, as  he  doubted  whether  Mr.  S.  wd.  accept  ;  he  did  not 
name  the  State,  but  I  conjecture  it  was  the  mission  to  Chili,  to  wh. 
country  Mr.  Allen  of  Vermont  is  appointed.  Mr.  Adams  added 
that  he  had  recently  received  a  letter  from  Sanford,  saying  that  no 
one  was  authorized  to  have  refused  for  him  any  appointment  of  the 
President  of  the  U.  S.,  and  that  he  desired  to  be  understood  not  to 
have  relinquished  his  pretensions  to  any  such  appointment.  At  the 
date  of  this  correspondence  Mr.  S.  was  at  Albany,  conferring  with 
the  men  of  influence  on  the  appointment  of  chancellor,  to  which 
place,  he  was  appointed.  Whether  Mr.  Adams  reed.  S.'s  letter 
before  he  named  Sanford,  he  did  not  mention.  Mr.  V.  Pr.  & 
Secy,  of  the  Navy,  whom  Sanford  suspected  of  being,  in  connexion 
with  V.  Ness,  engaged  in  excluding  him  from  the  Am.  Missions,  I 
have  reason  to  believe,  knew  nothing  concerning  the  appointments 
that  were  in  fact  made. 


Sunday,  Feb.  2,  1823. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 


R.  K. 


9  Feb.,  1823. 


My  dear  Sir  : 

By  this  time  you  are  engaged  in  discussing  the  merits  of  your 
gubernatorial  Candidates.  I  only  send  you  my  good  wishes  for 
a  safe  deliverance.  Here  we  talk  of  Presidents,  and  the  question 
daily  assumes  different  phases  :  according  to  the  last  information 
by  the  last  mail,  the  pretensions  sink  or  rise  of  the  several  Can- 
didates. 

Crawford  is  the  favorite  of  a  majority  of  Congress.  He  has 
more  of  the  good  wishes  and  exertions]  in  his  favor,  than  any 
other.     Clay  has  some  personal  friends  who  are  strongly  attached 
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to  him.  Calhoun  is  in  the  like  situation,  while  Adams  having  the 
preference  of  N.  England,  is  as  I  conceive  vvithout  friends  who 
are  knitted  to  him  by  personal  attachments.  The  opinion  of  his 
integrity  and  of  his  superiority  as  a  learned  statesman,  is  not  dis- 
puted by  anyone  ;  but  with  these  qualifications,  which  are  of  great 
worth,  a  disinclination  towards  him,  grounded  on  the  imputed 
infirmities  which  belonged  to  his  father,  and  added  to  the  want  of 
those  properties  which  produce  and  maintain  personal  attach- 
ments, prevails  to  an  extent  that  it  will  be  found  difficult  to  over- 
come. If  what  Mr.  Walsh  calls  the  Universal  Yankee  Nation 
shd.  unite  in  his  favor  it  wd.  produce  effect,  particularly  in  N. 
York;  but  the  managers  will  resort  to  devices  to  prevent  this 
union. 

Mr,  Crawford  with  a  predisposition  in  his  favor,  has  against 
him  some  difficulties  Anth  which  he  is  embarrassed,  and  about 
wh.  he  desires  to  remain  in  darkness.  The  question  of  Roads  & 
Canals,  wh,  has  been  supposed  to  belong  to  the  states  respect- 
ively, and  not  to  the  U.  S,,  has  become  most  important,  both  in 
the  opinion  of  those  who  find  the  power  in  the  Constitution  of 
the  U.  S,  and  those  who  believe  it  to  be  exclusively  in  the 
respective  States. 

Jefferson,  Madison,  &  Monroe,  were  of  the  latter  class.  Sev- 
eral efforts  for  Canals  or  Roads  have  been  made  by  Congress, 
and  defeated  by  these  Presidents  ;  tho'  the  strength  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  power  is  in  Congress  has  gained  latterly,  and  it  has 
been  often  said  that  no  President  would  now  be  chosen,  who  is 
opposed  to  the  power  over  this  matter  being  exercised  by  Con- 
gress. Crawford  has  kept  back  on  this  subject,  because  if  in 
favor  of  the  power,  he  might  lose  the  votes  of  Virginia  &  No. 
Carolina  ;  and  if  against  it,  would  endanger  those  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, N.  York  and  the  western  States  who  are  all  burning  with 
canal  fevers.  On  the  subject  of  Manufacturers'  &  Protecting 
Duties  for  their  benefit,  Mr.  Crawford  is  in  equal  or  greater  em- 
barrassment. N  Yk.,  Penn.,  N.  Jersey  and  all  the  western  States 
are  up  in  favor  of  Manufactures,  and  will  be  unwilling  to  create 
a  President  whom,  they  may  believe  to  be  opposed  to  them. 
While  on  the  other  hand  every  state  south  of  the  Potomac  are 
more  decided  in  their  opposition  to  this  manufacturing  project, 
than  even  to  Roads  «S:  Canals.     If  the  manages  of  the  political 
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controversy  are  adroit,  they  will  avail  themselves  of  those  sub- 
jects on  the  one  or  the  other  side  as  may  suit  their  respective 
interests.  At  any  rate  they  will  endeavour  that  the  Candidates 
shd.  avow  their  creeds.  All  the  other  Candidates,  Adams,  Cal- 
houn &  Clay  are  understood  in  favor  of  the  constitutional  power 
of  the  U.  S.  over  Eoads  &  Canals  and  Clay  and  Adams  are  in  no 
doubt,  except  as  to  the  degree,  respecting  home  manufactures. 
Mr.  Calhoun,  may  question  the  expediency  of  protections  that  will 
affect  the  prices  of  articles  of  consumption  made,  &  imported 
from,  abroad.  These  are  topics  which  are  to  be  urged  for,  & 
agst.  Candidates  according  to  the  supposed  opinions  of  those  to 
whom  the  arguments  are  to  be  directed.  But  after  all,  as  between 
Adams  and  any  one  of  the  Candidates  from  the  slave  States,  the 
mo.  powerful  argument  wh.  could  be  used  wd.  be  that  which  con- 
stitutes the  Missouri  Question  ;  in  wh.  Massachusetts  failed  to  do 
her  duty,  and  Maine  and  R.  Island  were  divided.  Had  they 
done  their  duty  on  that  occasion,  the  support  of  Adams  wd. 
have  been  certain.  New  York  was  in  earnest,  but  Mass.  <&  others 
of  the  North  having  held  back,  she  may  be  unwilling  to  take  the 
attitude  that  on  the  question  alluded  to,  she  manifested,  with  a 
strength  wh.  overcame,  and  for  the  moment  overawed  the  old 
spirit  of  Party.  For  the  first  time  N  Yk  &  Pennsylvania  decidedly 
opposed  the  desire  and  desertion  of  Virginia,  and  had  Massachu- 
setts done  as  she  ought  to  have  done,  (and  for  wh.  omission  she 
may  be  now  &  perhaps  forever  hereafter  punished)  the  Govt,  of 
the  U.  S.  wd.  have  permanently  been  placed  in  hands  wh.  ought 
to  possess  it,  but  which  may  never  again  find  as  fair  and  honor- 
able grounds  of  obtaining  it. 

The  occasion  furnished  the  measure,  wh.  owing  to  the  folly,  or 
false  calculations  of  the  miserable  Statesmen  of  Massachusetts, 
was  thrown  away.  It  can  never  return,  and  you  may  bid  farewell 
to  the  expectation  of  hereafter  being  able  to  attain,  what  he  must 
have  been  a  blind  man  not  to  have  seen,  within  your  power  fully 

to  attain. 

R.  K. 

I  write  to  you  as  I  shd.  talk  :  and  cannot  go  back  to  read  or 
correct  what  is  sincerely  written. 
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R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Saturday,  Feb.  15,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  observe  that  in  the  assembly  objections  are  expressed 
to  your  secret  proceedings  ;  private  debates  on  the  character  & 
qualifications  of  persons  nominated  to  office,  are  necessary  :  but 
there  can  be  no  objection  to  the  publication  or  inspection 
of  your  journal ;  and  the  inspection  or  publication  thereof, 
may  be  salutary  in  preventing  secret,  and  unjustifiable  com- 
binations, to  keep  honest  men  out  of  office.  We  do  not  here 
publish  the  executive  Journal  of  the  Senate,  because  we  are  ad- 
visory ;  in  other  and  more  important  affairs  than  those  of  appoint- 
ments to  office,  our  Journal  on  which  branch  every  senator  is  at 
liberty  to  make  known  his  opinions,  there  is  no  objection  to 
publish  it.  But  as  these  appointments  are  numerous,  and  by  the 
promotions  which  occur  in  the  army  &  navy  are  voluminous  &  of 
little  importance,  they  do  not  excite  sufficient  interest  with  the 
public  to  require  the  same.  But  I  am  much  inclined  while  your 
executive  debates  are  private,  to  think  that  the  publication  of 
your  Journal,  on  the  questions  of  appointment,  will  be  expedient 
— it  will  remove  the  charge  of  secrecy  which  from  the  natural 
curiosity  of  man,  is  supposed  to  be  improper,  especially  in  the 
execution  of  public  trusts.  Think  of  this  subject,  and  if  you  do 
not  disagree  with  me,  perhaps  you  may  do  an  acceptable  thing,  by 
moving  a  resolution. 

"  That  the  executive  Journal  of  the  Senate  be  declared  a  public 
Record,  and  from  time  to  time  that  it  be  printed."     .     .     . 

As  I  understand  the  new  Tariff,  will  fail  in  the  H.  of  Reps., 
notv/ithstanding,  the  zeal  of  the  assembly  at  Albany.  I  consider 
all  violent,  or  exclusive  efforts,  to  protect  manufactures  impolitic. 
Protection  sh'd  be  afforded,  under  limits,  to  such  manufactures 
as  can  be  effected  by  machinery.  These  to  a  certain  extent,  are 
well  established  already,  and  they  will  sooner  than  is  anticipated 
attain  such  protection  &  be  so  generally  diffused,  that  some  for- 
eign articles  may  be  prohibited.  So  certain  do  I  regard  the  es- 
tablishment of  these  manufactures,  that  I  feel  the  fullest  confidence 
that  you  will,  as  I  hope,  live  to  see  the  manufactures  of  our 
Country  as  greatly  distinguished  when  compared  with  foreign 
manufactures,  as  our  ships  and  mariners  are  now  distinguished. 
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I  do  not  object  to  the  encouragement  of  domestic  manufactures  ; 
but  I  do  not  like  the  selection  of  the  articles,  the  growth  or  pro- 
duction of  which,  it  is  proposed  to  encourage  :  because  the  effect 
must  be  to  encourage  one  branch  of  domestic  industry,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  another  ;  to  tax  domestic  industry  in  the  building  & 
navigation  of  ships,  in  order  to  sustain  domestic  industry  in  the 
raising  and  dressing  of  hemp,  the  making  of  iron,  and  sail-cloth. 

If  the  new  tariff  fails,  the  session  will  pass  without  doing  any- 
thing of  pub.  importance  ;  in  this  event,  if  the  session  shall  do  no 

good,  it  will  not  do  harm. 

RuFUS  King. 

R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

16  Feb.,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  am  strengthened  in  the  opinion  which  I  intimated  to  you  yes- 
terday that  it  will  be  expedient  in  order  to  sustain  the  character  & 
influence  of  the  Senate,  that  your  executive  Journal  should  be 
considered  as  a  public  Journal  &  from  time  to  time  published. 
Without  this  be  done,  the  members  will  be  misrepresented,  and 
the  most  worthy  &  independent  of  them,  from  time  to  time  re- 
moved from  their  seats. 

We  have  the  following  Rules  only  on  the  subject  of  secresy. 

Confidential  messages  of  the  Pr.  U.  S  to  the  Senate  shall  be  by 
the  members  thereof  kept  secret ;  and  all  treaties  laid  before  the 
Senate,  shall  also  be  kept  secret,  until  the  Senate  shall  take  off  the 
injunction  of  secresy. 

All  information  or  remarks  concerning  the  character  or  qualifi- 
cations of  any  person  nominated  by  the  Prt.  to  office,  shall  be 
kept  secret. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  when  they  act  in  their  executive 
capacity,  shall  be  kept  in  separate  &  distinct  books.* 

Faithfully  yrs 

R.  K. 

*  J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  Feby.  21,  1825. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  duly  received  your  letters  of  the  15th  and  i6thinst.,  and  at  once  perceived 

both  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  the  measure  w^hich  you  were  good  enough 

to  suggest.     It  is  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  actual  state  of  public  opinion  here 
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R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Washington,  26  Feb.,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

In  conversing  with  V.  B.  he  appears  still  to  doubt  that  a  new 
paper  will  be  set  up  in  N.  Y'k,  tho'  Ulshoeffer  has  lately  mentioned 
the  probability  of  the  measure.  As  V.  B  is  rather  Noah's  friend, 
he  may  not  be  inclined  to  a  proceeding  wh'  might  injure  him  : 
tho'  V.  B  would  promote  Noah's  interest  in  NYork,  he  does  not 
want  him  at  Albany,  and  therefore  will  prefer  that  the  Argus  sh'd 
pass  under  the  direction  of  Crosswell  to  its  being  in  any  way  con- 
trolled by  Noah. 

Opinions  do  not  become  more  excited  here  on  the  presidential 
subject,  and  at  Albany,  so  far  as  we  are  informed,  the  Crawford 
interest  obtains  no  additional  strength  or  further  consistency.  A 
letter  from  Js.  King  of  Albany,  lately  chosen  a  Rgt.  of  the  Uni- 
versity, says  that  except  Root,  and  a  few  others,  Crawford  has  no 
supporters  in  the  Legislature,  who  as  he  says  are  divided  between 
Adams  &  Calhoun.  Here  it  is  said,  that  owing  to  the  division  in 
respect  to  the  Candidates,  there  can  be  no  Election  by  the  Elec- 
tors, unless  some  one  obtains  a  congressional  caucus  nomination, 
and  this  being  thought  precarious,  an  Election  by  the  Electors 
seems  to  be  thought  more  &  more  dubious. 

V.  B,  an  fond,  is  for  Crawford  ;  tho'  he  cannot  be  insensible 
of  the  difficulty  of  the  labour.  The  rally  must  be  made  for  this 
purpose,  of  the  old  democratic  spirit  agt.  all  other  opinions.  If 
this  cannot  prevail,  the  object  must  fail,  and  it  cannot  be  at- 
tempted without  producing  feelings  &  divisions,  which  no  one 

ought  to  desire  to  exist. 

I  am  obliged  to  break  off.       R,  K. 

and  cannot  fail  to  strengthen  and  sustain  the  Senate  in  the  independent  dis- 
charge of  this  responsible  portion  of  their  duty.  Jas.  Hamilton  is  here,  with 
whom  I  consulted  and  so  clear  was  our  opinion  that  the  course  suggested  was 
in  every  point  of  view  correct,  that  I  took  the  earliest  opportunity  which  pre- 
sented to  offer  the  Resolution.  P.  R.  Livingston  told  me  this  evening  that  it 
was  under  all  the  circumstances  the  most  popular  step  that  any  Senator  could 
have  taken,  and  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of  quieting  the  public  prejudice 
which  was  daily  gaining  strength  against  the  secret  proceedings  of  the  Senate. 
.    .    .    One  thing  is  certain  it  will  not  diminish  the  popularity  of  the  mover.  .  .  . 

Affectionately  yours 

John  A.  King. 
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R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Sunday,  2  March,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Poor  Judge  Livingston  is  down  with  a  pleurisy  ;  he  is 
quite  ill,  and  some  say,  in  considerable  danger  :  I  have  just  re- 
turned from  a  visit  to  him.  I  saw  him,  found  him  more  sick  than 
when  I  saw  him  on  Friday  ;  but  tho'  this  is  the  eighth  day,  I  do 
not  think  him  to  be  in  immediate  danger,  and  if  he  gets  over  the 
ninth  day  I  shall  be  strengthened  in  my  hope  that  he  will  recover. 
This  is  truly  the  most  heartless  place  in  the  country  ;  already  they 
are  caballing  concerning  Livingston's  successor,  and  poor  Pink- 
ney  who  died  here  about  a  year  ago,  is  as  much  forgotten  as  if  he 
had  died  twenty  years  before.  Genl.  Jackson  will  not  accept  the 
Mission  to  Mexico,  so  there  is  a  place  to  scramble  for.  Whether 
Sanford  would  desire  it,  I  know  not.     .     .     . 

On  the  presidential  question,  I  think  it  may  be  safely  asserted, 
that  opinions  are  more  divided,  than  appeared  to  be  the  case 
during  the  former  session.  Crawford  does  not  seem  to  have 
gained  strength  ;  Calhoun  is  said  to  be  more  confident,  and  Clay 
is  here  &  not  idle.  Adams'  discussions  in  the  newspapers,  have 
increased  his  reputation,  but  whether  they  have  materially  ad- 
vanced the  probability  of  his  election  I  am  not  able  to  say.  He 
is  above  all  controversy  the  best  informed,  &  some  persons  be- 
lieve the  best  qualified,  of  the  Candidates  :  but  if  this  be  so,  does 
it  prove,  that  he  is  therefore  the  most  likely  to  be  chosen  Presi- 
dent, or  will  the  election  turn  on  other  considerations,  than  those 
which  can  not  be  denied  to  Mr.  A.  ?  I  am  glad  that  you  made 
the  motion  which  you  did,  respecting  your  executive  Journal. 
The  people  have  a  deep  aversion  to  all  secrecy  in  such  bodies, 
tho'  the  manifest  propriety  of  free  &  confidential  discussions  of 
the  qualifications  of  persons  nominated  to  pub.  offices,  is  felt,  and 
approved  by  every  one. 

Edward  [R.  King's  son],  may  perhaps  be  disappointed  respecting 
the  place  of  District  Attorney,  which  he  would  have  been  willing 
to  fill — another  has  been  nominated  and  will  be  appointed.  The 
truth  is,  on  these  subjects  I  cannot  do,  what  other  men  do  ;  my 
pride  prevents  me  from  having  recourse  in  my  own  behalf,  or 
that  of  my  family,  to  means  that  others  have  little  scruple  to 
employ. 
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The  V.  Pr.  is  employed  in  preparing  his  claims  and  accounts 
for  a  settlement — he  may  obtain  a  sum  not  much  varying  from 
dols.  100,000 — but  I  am  afraid  (this  in  confidence)  that  he  is  de- 
sirous to  obtain  much  more,  and  so  much  more,  that  he  may 
endanger  thereby  what  with  greater  moderation  he  wd.  be  likely 
to  obtain.  It  will  be  a  great  mistake,  shd.  he  again  commit  this 
indiscretion. 

Affectionately 

RuFUS  King. 


CHAPTER  XXXI. 

King-Memorandum  relative  to  Presidential  Candidates — Secretary  Thompson 
— Van  Buren's  Views  uncertain — King  to  J.  Q.  Adams — Judge  Living- 
ston's Death — Secretary  of  Navy  offered  Seat  in  Supreme  Court— Suggests 
Van  Buren — King  to  Monroe — Suggests  Van  Buren  for  Supreme  Court 
Judge — J.  Q.  Adams  to  King,  and  King  to  J.  Q.  Adams — On  the  Judgeship 
— King-Memorandum — Van  Buren  to  King,  with  Letter  from  Thompson 
relative  to  Judgeship — Van  Buren  to  King — On  same  Subject — Van  Buren 
to  Thompson,  and  Answer — King  to  J.  A.  King — Effect  of  Indecision — 
King  to  J.  A.  King — Claims  Freedom  from  Abuse  by  Noah — Disapproves 
of  Legislative  Caucus  to  nominate  a  Presidential  Candidate — King-Memo- 
randa relative  to  the  Supreme  Court  Judgeship  and  Van  Buren — Caucus 
at  Albany — Van  Buren's  Agency — Van  Buren  to  King — Relative  to 
Thompson — King  to  Van  Buren — Thompson's  Course  extraordinary. 

In  R.  King's  handwriting. 

Last  winter  the  N.  Yk.  Legislature  passed  Resolutions  that 
it  was  expedient  to  defer  all  considerations  of  the  presidential 
Election,  and  the  chiefs  in  the  session  of  Congress  1819-20  held 
back,  and  discouraged,  as  far  as  in  prudence  they  could  do,  the 
Resolutions  of  the  Legislature  agt.  the  extension  of  slavery.  The 
same  policy  was  observed  in  keeping  back  the  Legislature  last 
year  ;  and  is  still  observed,  to  keep  them  back  from  any  opinion 
on  the  presidential  question.  The  chiefs  are  for  Crawford,  and 
desire  he  may  be  President,  but  also  desire  to  delay  the  publica- 
tion of  their  preference  ;  but  the  public  should  be  roused  agt. 
longer  submission  to  a  Southern  Master. 

Without  personal  regard  to  A.,  he  is  the  only  northern  Candi- 
date ;  and  as  between  him  and  black  Candidates,  I  prefer  him. 
If  another  white  Candidate  should  be  thought  of,  in  whose  favor 
more  votes  could  be  obtained,  such  Candidate  might  deserve  a 
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preference.     If  no  other  be  offered,  Adams  \vd.  be  preferable  to 
continuing  the  Presidency  in  the  slave  section.     A  free  conversa- 
tion to  this  effect  took  place  at  Baltimore  in  the  fall  between  V.  B. 
land  myself  on  our  way  to  Congress. 

For  a  time  Calhoun  seriously  aimed  at  the  Presidency  ;  the  army, 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania,  as  well  as  So.  Carolina,  being  presumed 
to  be  his  friends.  But  as  time  gives  opportunity  for  correct  in- 
formation, the  preference  of  Calhoun  by  Pennsylvania  is  thought 
to  turn  upon  the  probability  of  his  being  supported  by  other 
States  ;  and  as  this  is  not  apparent,  it  has  been  conjectured  that 
Mr.  Calhoun  would  prefer  and  give  his  interest  to  Mr.  A  ;  after 
whose  term  Mr.  C.  might  reappear  and  claim  the  office  of  Prest.* 
If  Mr.  Calhoun  now  begins  to  doubt  Mr.  A's  success  against 
Crawford,  and  to  apprehend  that  the  latter  may  receive  the  votes 
of  N.  Y.,  and  that  Clay  may  obtain  those  of  Penn.,  and  so  the 
question  of  A's  success  may  fail,  he  may  turn  his  attention  to 
measures  to  bring  forward,  another  Candidate  in  a  free  State. 
His  friends  may,  therefore,  under  his  recommendation  talk  of 
Mr.  Secretary  Thompson  as  a  suitable  Candidate  ;  and  the  letters 

*  South  Carolina  last  year  nominated  Mr.  Lowndes  as  President  to  succeed 
Monroe.  Mr.  Lowndes  being  in  ill  health  sailed  from  Philadelphia  for  Liv- 
erpool in  the  fall  of  1822,  and  died  at  sea  on  his  voyage  in  October,  1822. 

In  January  1823,  or  in  December  preceding,  the  members  of  the  Legislature 
of  Kentucky  nominated  Mr.  Clay  for  President ;  soon  afterwards  Missouri  also 
nominated  Mr.  Clay,  and  50  of  the  members  of  the  Ohio  Legislature,  consist- 
ing of  102  members,  in  a  partial  caucus,  likewise  nominated  Mr.  Clay,  qo 
members  met  in  caucus,  and  on  the  vote  that  it  was  expedient  to  make  a  nomi- 
nation, 47  were  ayes  and  43  noes — whereupon  33  members  withdrew  when  the 
residue  proceeded  to  nominate  a  President  ;  50  were  for  Clay,  5  for  Clinton  of 
N.  Y.  I  for  Adams,  and  i   for  Calhoun. 

In  Maine,  a  caucus  of  members  declined  a  nomination,  but  passed  a  Resolu- 
tion, expressing  a  preference  for  J.  Q.  A. 

In  Mass.  a  caucus  of  repub.  members  of  the  Legislature  declining  to  nomi- 
nate set  forth  the  reasons  why  they  should  prefer  J.  Q.  A. 

The  open  Candidates  for  President,  Crawford,  Adams,  Calhoun,  Jackson  & 
Clay.  The  letters  of  Russell  published  last  summer,  were  intended  to  impair 
the  standing  of  Adams.  His  reply  has  defeated  this  purpose  and  strengthened 
his  pretensions.  The  correspondence  between  Gen.  Smith  of  Virginia  &  Mr. 
Adams  has  produced  a  similar  effect.  The  short  publication  of  the  Nat. 
Intelr.,  and  the  reply  of  Adams  have  been  equally  advantageous  to  Adams.  It 
is  said  that  Russell  meditates  a  further  publication  ;  shd.  it  be  made,  Mr.  A. 
will  with  equal  power  reply  to  the  ill  considered  attack. 
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that  have  been  lately  written  from  Washington  to  Albany  by  Ster- 
ling and  (who  are  known  friends  to  Calhoun)  in  favor  of  the 
nomination  of  Thompson  for  President  may  have  been  agreeable 
to  Calhoun. 

2d.  Feby.  Last  evening,  Mr.  Thompson  after  visiting  V.  B.  in 
his  room,  came  with  V.  B.  into  mine.  We  conversed  on  the  news 
from  Albany,  of  the  nomination  of  Sanford  to  be  Chancellor,  and 
of  Spencer's,  Piatt's  and  Woodworth's  rejection  by  the  Senate — 
the  impolicy  of  the  nomination  of  the  Judges,  provided  the  Gov. 
had  reason  to  expect  their  rejection  by  the  Senate, — the  danger 
that  out  of  the  disagreement  between  the  Gov.  &  Senate  party 
strifes  might  arise, — the  tendency  which  the  division  had  to 
lower  the  reputation  and  influence  of  the  Govr.  out  of  the  State, 
and  the  probability  that  Spencer,  Piatt  and  their  friends  might 
endeavour  to  produce  divisions  and  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
presidential  question  to  shew  their  influence  &  power. 

Thompson  seemed  to  have  this  opinion,  and  asked  if  it  had  not 
become  time  that  the  Legislature  shd.  say  something  relative  to  a 
future  President.  V.  B.  said  that  last  winter  the  Legislature  shewed 
a  clear  opinion  in  favor  of  delay,  and  that  now  it  might  appear 
inconsistent  with  that  opinion,  should  they  stir  the  presidential 
question,  wh.  might  be  delayed  another  year  at  least.  Thompson 
answered  that  circumstances  having  changed  and  several  States 
having  actually  nominated  Candidates,  the  opinions  of  last  year 
might  without  inconsistency  be  now  changed  ;  and  that  with  ref- 
erence to  the  intrigues  of  the  rejected  Judges,  and  in  order  that 
the  subject  might  reasonably  be  examined  by  the  people  of  the 
State,  it  was  perhaps  time  to  agitate  it.  V.  B.  did  not  assent,  but 
seemed  disinclined  to  discuss  the  question. 

Thompson  said  to  me  when  you  shall  ascertain  V.  B.'s  pre- 
ference among  the  Candidates,  you  must  let  me  know  it.  V.  B. 
being  out  of  the  room,  Mr.  Thompson  said  that  Noah  is  here  be- 
lieved to  be  under  V.  B.'s  control,  and  the  Advocate,  being 
openly  in  favor  of  Crawford  as  President,  V.  B.  is  supposed 
likewise  to  be  so.  I  said  that  on  some  late  occasions  (Noah's 
supposed  preference  of  Spencer  as  ch.  Justice)  V.  B.  had  dis- 
avowed him,  so  far  as  to  say,  if  nominated,  and  if  from  motives  of 
magnanimity  the  Senate  shd.  confirm  his  appointment,  he  shd. 
not  be  dissatisfied,  but  if  the  Senate  were  known  to  be  opposed, 
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it  wd.  be  to  endanger  the  party  who  elected  the  Govr.  if  he  shd. 
nominate  Spencer.  Thompson  said  that  this  was  a  special  case 
of  disavowal  ;  and  on  V.  B.  returning,  I  said,  we  are  speaking  of 
the  Advocate's  being  the  index  of  your  opinions  and  preferences. 
V.  B.  parried  the  observation,  and  Thompson  repeated  his  re- 
mark that  when  I  ascertained  V.  B.'s  opinion  relative  to  the 
Presidency,  he  desired  me  to  inform  him  thereof,  adding,  that 
V.  B.  keeps  himself  dark  on  this  matter.  Mr.  Thompson  with- 
drew to  go  home.  V.  B.  then  said  to  me  that  the  conversation  of 
the  evening  opened  new  light  on  Thompson's  views  ;  and  that  he 
now  saw  that  he  was  willing  to  enter  as  a  Candidate  for  the 
Presidency  ;  and  on  my  saying  that  it  would  be  extraordinary 
if  this  disposition  were  not  in  his  mind,  and  that  he,  V,  B.,  as  I 
had  believed  could  not,  had  he  studied  the  situation  of  Thomp- 
son and  the  temper  of  the  great  sections  of  the  Union,  been  un- 
prepared for  what  seemed  now  for  the  first  time  to  have  presented 
itself  to  him.  I  added,  that  as  he  and  Thompson  were  friends,  it 
might  be  proper  to  seek  an  occasion  of  freely  conferring  with  Mr. 
Thompson  on  the  subject. 

Feby  3.  Today,  Sunday  Feby.  3.,  he  observed  that  he  had 
thought  much  on  the  subject,  and  that  he  did  not  see  his  way 
clear — and  that  he  never  engaged  in  anything  which  he  could  not 
see  his  way  through. 

Sunday  Feby.  24.  V.  B.  has  conferred  with  Mr.  Sec.  Thomp- 
son, who  evidently,  as  I  infer,  is  not  disposed  to  support  Crawford. 
V.  B.  thinks  that  Calhoun  has  influence  over  him.  Thompson 
wd.  prefer  Clay  to  Crawford.  V.  B.  not  satisfied,  tho'  he  will 
adhere  to  Crawford. 

Genl.  King  (William)  on  the  presidential  question  explains  as 
well  as  he  can,  the  late  vote  of  the  Legislature  of  Maine  in  favor 
of  Adams  ;  ascribes  the  measure  to  Wingate  and  the  Dearborn 
family  ;  insists  still  that  the  vote  of  Maine  will  be  for  Crawford 
— asked  me  for  my  opinion,  wh.  I  gave  him,  by  saying  that  I  was 
in  favor  of  a  northern  Candidate  ;  that  this  preference  was  im- 
personal, that  any  other  man,  who  shd.  be  selected,  would  suit 
me,  if  of  the  north,  that  I  had  no  personal  liking  to  A,  in  particu- 
lar. The  Genl.  replied  that  he  was  in  favor  of  a  northern  man, 
if  one  could  be  found  who  would  be  chosen  ;  that  A.  alone  was 
named  and  it  would  be  impossible  to  choose  him.     This  being 
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SO,  he  asked  me  who  of  the  other  candidates  I  wd.  prefer.  I 
answered  that  I  had  no  preference  among  them  ;  that  with  my 
unalterable  opinion  in  favor  of  a  northern  man,  I  cd.  not  &  shd. 
not  express  a  preference  of  any  Southern  or  Western  Man. 

March  4.  1823.  V.  B.  today  freely  conferred  with  the  Secy,  of 
the  Navy,  who  has  perhaps  dreamed  of  the  Presidency.  V.  B. 
stated  the  difficulties  of  his  being  proposed  ;  the  uncertainty  of 
cordial  support  in  the  State  of  N.  Y.,  and  the  probability  of  the 
want  of  a  caucus  nomination  in  favor  of  any  of  the  Candidates, 
in  wh.  case  the  chance  wh.  a  new  man  might  have  of  obtaining  a 
caucus  nomination,  and  of  the  probability  of  success  shd.  he 
obtain  such  nomination  ;  that  the  Vice  Presidency  might  be 
worth  his  consideration.  To  which  the  Sec.  expressed  disinclina- 
tion :  that  a  seat  on  the  Supreme  Bench  might  become  vacant 
and  he  might  obtain  it ;  that  the  Secy,  believes  Calhoun  to  be 
not  in  earnest,  and  that  he  may  give  his  influence  to  Adams.  V. 
B.  thinks  otherwise,  supposes  Calhoun  to  be  in  earnest  and 
actively  employed  in  measures  to  obtain  the  office  ;  that  in  the 
West  &  East,  there  are  men  ready,  if  they  have  opportunity,  to 
join  Crawford,  in  case  the  case  of  Clay  or  Adams  becomes 
dubious  ;  that  Oakley,  Spencer's  pioneer,  is  here  on  the  watch, 
and  looking  out  whom  to  join  or  support  ;  that  young  Tillotson 
intimated  that  he,  V.  B.,  was  not  friendly  to  Edward  Livingston, 
whose  reelection  to  the  State  Senate,  would  however  be  sure,  let 
V.  B.  do  as  he  would.  It  was  after  dinner,  both  having  drank 
wine,  when  V.  B.  expressed  his  tempr.  of  Ed.  Livingston  stand- 
ing neuter  in  his  own  town  when  delegates  were  elected  to  make 
a  county  Convention  in  Columbia  to  nominate  a  Surrogate,  V. 
B.'s  brother  being  a  Candidate,  and  V.  B.  himself  having  assisted 
E.  Livingston  in  his  election  to  the  State  Senate.  On  this  declar. 
of  Tillotson  that  Ed.  Livingston  could  succeed  agt.  V.  B.'s  in- 
fluence, V.  B.  denied  that  he  could,  &  said  he  should  not  succeed 
in  Columbia.  Tillotson  will  doubtless  inform  Ed.  Livingston  of 
this  conversation. 
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R.  King  to  J.  Q.  Adams. 

Copy. 

Jamaica,  April  i,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

In  consequence  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Livingston,  the  offer  of  a 
seat  in  the  Sujirenie  Court,  has  been  made  to  the  Secy,  of  the 
Navy  ;  he  will  decline  it  and  recommend  the  appointment  of  my 
Colleague,  Mr.  V.  B.  A  correspondence  to  this  effect  has  taken 
place  between  these  gentlemen  ;  the  final  letter  goes  by  the  mail 
that  carries  this,  which  will  be  communicated  to  the  Pr.  by  the 
Secy,  of  the  Navy,  when  for  himself  he  declines  the  office. 

The  appointment  ivould  not  otily  be  good,  but  better  than  any  other 

which   could  be   made  from  this   State*     In   other  respects,  the 

measure  will  be  important,  and,  if  effected  without  delay,  may 

perhaps  be  decisive.     This  communication  could  not  be  delayed. 

With  great  respect,  yr.  ob  &  faithful  Servt. 

RuFUS  King. 
Reed,  by  Air.  Adams  April  4th. 


To    Mr.  M.,   Pr.  of  the    U.  S. 

Copy. 

Jamaica,  April  2,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  death  of  Mr.  Livingston  makes  a  vacancy  in  the  S.  Court, 
which  I  presume  will  be  supplied  from  this  State  ;  the  reasons,  in 
favor  thereof,  need  not  be  enumerated  ;  but  it  may  be  expedient 
seasonably,  and  respectfully,  to  communicate  to  the  Pr.  my  opin- 
ion concerning  the  individual,  who  deserves  a  preference  among 
the  persons  of  this  State,  who  may  be  thought  willing,  and  quali- 
ied  to  become  the  successor  of  Mr.  L. 

It  immediately  occurred  to  me,  on  hearing  of  Mr.  L.'s  death, 
that  having  regard  to  qualifications  and  respectability  of  charac- 
ter, the  Secy,  of  the  Navy  would  be  thought  of  for  this  office  ; 
but  as  his  name  is  not  out  of  view  for  other  stations,  and  it  being 

*  Mr.  Adams'  answer  of  the  7th  says  "  that  he  concurs  in  opinion  with  me 
and  had  spoken  accordingly." 
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understood  that  a  judicial  office,  requiring  corifinement  and  per- 
severing study,  would  on  account  of  the  feeble  health  of  the  Secy., 
be  less  desirable  than  with  a  stronger  constitution  it  might  be,  I 
am  inclined  to  believe  it  doubtful,  whether  the  Secy,  ought  to 
accept  the  office,  if  offered  to  him.  Upon  the  presumption  that 
I  am  not  incorrect  in  having  formed  this  opinion,  and  after  a 
careful  and  impartial  comparison  of  the  qualifications  and  charac- 
ters of  the  other  distinguished  men  of  this  State,  who  may  be 
capable  to  furnish  the  successor  of  Mr.  Livingston,  my  preference 
is  deliberately  settled  on  my  Colleague,  Mr.  V.  B.  Men  of  all 
parties  agree  that  Mr.  V.  B.  possesses  superior  talents,  much  legal 
acumen,  and  great  public  experience  ;  that  on  difficult  occasions 
he  has  shewn  uncommon  sagacity  and  decision  of  character  ;  in 
affairs,  in  which  the  purity  of  men's  motives  has  sometimes  ap- 
peared doubtful,  the  disinterested,  open,  and  decided  proceedings 
of  Mr.  V.  B.  have  constantly  protected  his  integrity  from  sus- 
picion ;  so  that  in  this  respect  no  man  stands  on  higher  ground, 
and  in  all  other  respects,  no  one  is  better  qualified  for  a  high  and 
difficult  judicial  station. 

You,  my  dear  sir,  well  know  and  can  correctly  appreciate  that 
property  of  the  mind,  of  which  it  has  been  said,  "  that  no  protect- 
ing power  is  wanting,  if  prudence  be  but  employed."  This  rare 
qualification  in  every  condition  of  life  is  desirable,  but  in  the 
highest  tribunal  of  the  nation  it  is  indispensable.  Such  pru- 
dence is  eminently  possessed  by  the  Chief  Justice,  who,  while  he 
reflects  honor  upon  his  native  State,  likevv'ise  adorns  and  imparts 
strength  and  harmony  to  the  constitution  of  his  Country.  But  it 
cannot  be  concealed,  that  the  C.  J.  is  unfortunately  without  an 
associate,  who  in  this  respect  is  competent  to  supply  his  loss. 
This  eminent  qualification,  in  no  ordinary  degree,  likewise  exists 
in  Mr.  V.  B.,  and  might  become  invaluable  in  reconciling  and  ad- 
justing the  powers  of  the  Genl.  and  State  Govts — a  reconcilia- 
tion that,  from  year  to  year,  becomes  more  critical ;  and  which 
can  be  effected  by  no  other  means  than  by  the  prudent  exercise 
of  the  powers  of  the  national  Judiciary. 

Upon  a  subject,  the  right  understanding  of  which  is  so  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  the  pub.  liberties,  I  cannot  forbear  to 
press  upon  your  mind  the  necessity  of  the  utmost  caution  (perhaps 
not  always  heretofore'observed)  in  the  selection  of  the  members  of 
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the  S.  Court  ;  a  Tribunal  which  not  only  decides  civil  and  crimi- 
nal cases  affecting  individuals,  but  all  questions  arising  under  the 
Constitution,  which  by  restricting  or  enlarging  the  powers  of  the 
States,  or  of  the  Union,  may  disturb  the  nice  and  complicated 
balance  of  our  political  system.  No  other  Nation  has  established 
a  Tribunal  so  powerful,  conclusive  and  independent.  We  must 
not  forget  that  the  wisdom  of  the  other  Departments  are  inade- 
quate to  supply  a  defect  of  the  Judiciary.  We  are  therefore  all 
responsible,  and  the  Pr.  and  Senate  above  others,  that  the  Su- 
preme Court  be  so  composed,  that  the  Master  Spirit  of  the  Ch. 
Justice  may  not  die,  but  by  the  appointment  from  time  to  time  of 
able  &  prudent  men,  may  be  rendered  perpetual.  With  these 
views,  in  a  matter  that  so  deeply  concerns  the  pub.  welfare,  I  offer 
no  apology  in  urging  you  with  earnestness  and  sincerity  to  name 
V.  B.  as  the  successor  of  Mr.  L.  Did  I  not  feel  entire  confidence 
in  the  justice  of  this  preference,  I  shd.  observe  my  habitual 
deference  to  the  presidential  authority,  and  so  far  abstain  from 
interfering,  even  on  this  extraordinary  occasion,  as  not  to  give 
you  the  trouble  of  reading  this  letter.  But  in  my  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, in  a  case  which  can  rarely  occur,  and  that  may  affect 
the  whole  Union,  and  in  which  I  must  know  the  comparative 
-worth  of  the  Candidate,  I  would  not  excuse  myself,  did  I  not 
frankly  submit  what  I  have  written  to  your  unprejudiced  and  im- 
partial consideration. 

With  sincere  Regards  &  Respect 

I  am,  dear  Sir,  yr  ob.  &  faithful  Servt. 

RuFUS  King. 

Reed,  by  the  President  April.  7th. 

Note — Sent  copies  of  these  to  V.  B — R.  K. 


J.  Q.  Adams  to  R.  King. 

Washington,  7  April,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  received  your  letter  of  the  ist.  instt.  on  the  4th  ;  the  Presi- 
dent received  one  from  you  this  day.  But  the  definitive  answer 
and  letter  to  which  you  refer  have  not  yet  been  given.  I  concur 
in  opinion  with  you,  and  have  spoken  accordingly.     If  the  ground 
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was  not  positively  preoccupied  (which  I  believe  it  was  not)  the 
recommendation  from  the  quarter  you  anticipate  will  be  decisive. 

Faithfully  yours. 

J.  Q.  Adams. 

[Endorsed  by  R.  King  ;  "  Reed,  evening  of  the  loth.  Apl. ; 
answered  same  day,  acknowledging  the  rect.  and  saying  that 
having  communicated  to  Mr.  V.  B.  copies  of  my  letter  to  him  of 
ist  instant,  and  also  mine  of  the  2d.  to  the  President,*  I  shd. 
by  the  mail  of  the  nth  send  to  Mr.  V.  B.  a  copy  of  this  letter  ; 
that  I  could  not  be  mistaken  respecting  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Sy.  of  the  Navy  &  V.  B.,  tho'  I  was  unable  to  explain 
the  delay  of  the  definitive  refusal  of  the  former,  &  the  com- 
munication to  the  Pr.  of  the  letter  of  the  latter  ;  but  that  I  had 
full  confidence  that  both  had  been  or  wd.  be  done. 

R.  K."] 

*  M.  Van  Buren  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  April  12,  1823. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  have  received  yours  covering  your  communications  to  Washington  for 
which  I  sincerely  thank  you.  Whatever  may  be  the  result  I  can  now  have  no 
hesitation  in  believing  that  the  circumstance  of  having  my  name  mentioned 
must  be  highly  advantageous  to  me.  On  the  other  side  you  have  a  copy  of  the 
letter  f  reed,  to  day  from  the  Secretary.  I  am  sorry  for  the  delay,  for  it  in- 
creases the  difficulties  of  my  situation  by  forcing  me  so  to  act  as  will  effectually 
repel  the  presumption  that  I  am  induced  to  keep  aloof  with  a  view  to  this 

matter. 

Most  truly  yours 

M.  V.  Buren. 

f  Smith  Thompson  to  M.  Van  Buren. 

W.,  April  6th,  1823. 

My  dear  Sir  : 

I  submitted  to  the  President  confidentially  your  letter.  He  informed  me  no 
appointment  would  be  made  in  some  time  :  as  it  could  not  now  be  made  in  sea- 
son for  the  Spring  Courts,  there  was  no  necessity  for  acting  at  present.  He 
said  nothing  from  which  I  could  gather  his  intentions  in  relation  to  the  ap- 
pointment. I  think  he  is  quite  undecided  and  means  to  take  due  time  for  con- 
sideration. Any  suggestions  you  may  have  to  make  on  the  subject  will  with 
pleasure  receive  my  attention. 

Yours  very  sincerely 

Smith  Thompson. 
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M.  Van  Buren  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  April  14,  1823. 
Mv  DEAR  Sir  : 

Yours  of  the  ist  I  have  this  moment  received.  Mine  to  you, 
received  before  this,  will  excuse  my  seeming  negligence  in  not  ac- 
knowledging the  receipt  of  yours  containing  the  enclosure,  al- 
though I  fear  it  will  still  leave  me  deficient  in  not  expressing  with 
sufficient  strength  the  extent  of  obligation  conferred  on  me  by  the 
matters  contained  in  that  enclosure.  There  must  be  some  mistake 
in  the  matter,  as  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy's  letter  is  on  the  6th.,  & 
the  one  to  you  on  the  7th.  a  few  days  will  probably  explain  it.  I 
have  not  advised  with  anyone  here  on  the  subject,  except  your 
son,  &  with  him  I  had  agreed,  in  one  event,  to  give  an  entertain- 
ment to  my  friends  &  then  to  communicate  the  matter  with  my 
determination  consequent  thereon.  But  I  apprehend  that  the  P. 
will  not  find  it  in  his  nature  to  do  the  thing  well.  Habitual  inde- 
cision and  intercourse  with  court  parasites  make  great  havoc  in 
the  capacity  of  a  man  to  behave  well  on  special  occasions.  There 
was  one  sentiment  in  my  last  which  on  reflection  I  condemn,  I 
should  not  suffer  the  termination  in  any  eveni  to  affect  my  course 
in  any  degree. 

I  have  not  answered  the  Secty.  of  the  Navy's  letter.  Shall  I  do 
so  &  what  shall  I  say  ? 

Yours  Truly 

M.  V.  Buren. 


M.  V.  Buren  to  S.  T. 

Albany,  April  15th,  1823. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  have  no  further  suggestion  to  make  on  the  matter  of  your 
last.  The  question  is  with  the  President  &  he  will  make  such 
disposition  of  it  as  to  him  seems  meet  &  proper.  If  it  is  sup- 
posed that  I  will  enter  into  active  competition  with  the  numerous 
candidates  who  have  and  will  continue  to  spring  up  for  the  place, 
the  supposition  is  founded  on  a  mistake  of  my  character.  I  con- 
fess to  you  (from  whom  I  conceal  nothing)  that  I  am  disap- 
pointed in  the  course  taken  by  the  President.  Had  I  not  been 
induced  by  the  favourable  opinion  of  friends  &  a  probable  over- 
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estimate  of  my  own  deserts,  to  expect  a  speedy  decision  of  the 

question,  I  certainly  never  would  have  consented  to  place  myself 

in  the  position  I  occupy.     If  you  will  excuse  me  for  troubling 

you  further  on  this  subject,  I  will  be  glad  to  be  informed  whether 

your  declension  has  been  definitive*  &  whether  Mr.  Monroe  so 

understands  it.     I  presume  you  have  seen  Mr.  King's  letter  to 

the  President  ;  whatever  may  be  the  course  or  termination  of  this 

matter,  I  hope  my  dear  Sir,  you  will  do  me  the  justice  to  believe, 

that  I  will  never  for  a  moment  doubt  the  warmth  &  constancy  of 

your  friendship. 

Yours  Truly. 
M.  V.  B. 

R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Jamaica,  Thursday  Evg. ,  17  Ap.,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  this  evening  reed,  two  letters  from  V.  B.  one  of  the  12th, 
the  other  of  the  14th  both  with  the  Albany  Post  mark  of  the  14th. 
I  cannot  answer  immediately,  but  after  consideration,  should  any 
thing  worth  suggesting  occur,  I  will  write  by  the  next  mail. 

Indecision  belongs  to  man,  epsecially  in  matters,  which  from 
any  circumstances  admit  of  postponement.  A  nervous  affection 
debilitates  some  men,  to  such  a  degree,  that  they  lose  confidence 

k 

*  S.    T.    TO   M.    V.    BUREN. 

Washington,  Apl.  25,  1823. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

On  my  return  from  Norfolk  a  few  days  since  I  found  your  letter  of  the  15th., 
in  which  you  inquire  whether  I  have  definitively  declined  the  appointment  of  a 
judge  of  &c,  &  whether  the  P.  so  understands  it.  In  my  conversation  with  the 
P.  I  certainly  meant  to  be  understood  by  him  that  I  did  decline  taking  the  office. 
I  am  not  certain  that  I  told  him  absolutely  &  in  terms  that  I  would  not  accept 
it,  &  I  recollect  that  on  my  leaving  him  at  the  time  of  our  last  conversation,  he 
observed  to  me,  in  substance,  that  if  I  should  change  my  views  upon  the  sub- 
ject I  must  let  him  know  it.  I  took  this  remark  however  as  an  expression  of 
good  feeling  towards  me,  &  not  from  any  doubt  in  his  mind  as  to  my  determina- 
tion. Mr.  Adams  mentioned  to  me  yesterday  that  the  President,  on  his  enquir- 
ing whether  I  had  given  a  definitive  answer,  said  I  had  not.  This  I  presume 
grew  out  of  the  circumstance  I  have  alluded  to,  he  leaving  it  to  my  farther  con- 
sideration with  the  liberty  of  taking  it  should  I  be  inclined  so  to  do. 

Yours  very  sincerely. 

S.  T. 
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in  themselves  ;  in  which  condition  delay  is  always  acceptable, 
and  regarded  like  a  reprieve  to  a  cowardly  convict,  I  have  little 
doubt  that  the  measure  was  not  anticipated,  and  on  this  account 
may  have  alarmed  ;  but  he  cannot  avoid  a  decision,  and  I  think  can- 
not decide  against  our  wishes.  It  has  often  been  said,  that  the 
gentleman  who  has  made  the  communication,  has  not  possessed 
the  influence  that  his  virtues  and  his  station  entitle  him  to  ;  and 
on  this  occasion  he  may  not  have  expressed  with  sufficient  strength 
the  advice  which  he  may  have  given. 

Perhaps  he  may  not  be  sensible  of  the  power,  which  an  honest 
&  unsuspected  man,  in  his  situation  has  over  the  hesitating  mind 
of  another,  who  is  ready  &  desirous  of  receiving  his  advice.  If 
in  these  circumstances,  the  hesitating,  and  the  decided  man  con- 
fer, the  latter  is  forever  able  to  infuse  his  own  decision  into  the 
mind  of  the  former.  But  I  will  not  go  further  than  to  add,  that 
I  am  entirely  convinced  of  the  sincerity  and  friendship  of  the 
intermediary,  and  really  have  no  doubt,  (barring  any  untoward 
occurrence  that  I  cannot  foresee)  that  the  decision  will  be  such 
as  it  immediately  should  be.  I  rely  upon  the  sound  &  prudent 
character  of  V.  B.  to  make  no  mistake  on  his  part  ;  he  has  done 
right  to  keep  his  own  counsel  ;  the  case  neither  requires  nor 
admits  of  any  other  course.     .     .     .     Yrs  affectionately 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Jamaica,  20  Apl.,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  yours  of  the  8th.  Say  to  V.  B.  that  in  a  letter  from  our 
fellow-lodger  Mr.  Stevenson  of  Virginia,  he  enquires  of  me,  how 
Mr.  V.  B.  stands  on  the  prl.  questions,  and  whether  he  continues 
to  keep  dark.  I  have  not  replied,  nor  am  I  quite  sure,  notwith- 
standing what  you  say,  that  I  should  do  justice  to  V.  B.  by  inform- 
ing Mr.  Stevenson,  that  he  enters,  with  either  industry  or  zeal, 
into  the  presidential  canvass.  In  any  event  I  am  quite  confident, 
that  tho'  Mr.  Noah  is  suspected  to  follow  his  advice  on  some 
occasions,  he  cannot  do  so,  by  publishing,  as  I  hear  he  has  done 
in  his  paper,  that  the  American  is  under  my  direction. 

To  disserve  an  argument,  which  we  do  not  like,  or  cannot  an- 
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swer,  it  is  a  common  practice  to  give  it  a  bad  name  ;  as  the  part 
that  I  take  in  public  affairs  has  less  of  activity  than  formerly,  and 
except  in  cases  that  affect  my  friends,  is  free  from  zeal,  I  think 
myself  entitled  to  pass  unnoticed  in  the  conflict,  in  which  younger 
men  will  engage  ;  and  may  I  hope  be  protected,  from  Mr.  Noah's 
attacks,  provided  the  editor  respects  the  advice  of  my  colleague 
Mr.  V.  B. 

If  it  be  true  that  Mr.  Crawford  is  gaining  friends  in  the  Legis- 
lature, and,  as  Verplanck  intimated,  there  be  a  probability  that  a 
caucus  may  be  expected  at  Albany,  for  the  purpose  of  recom- 
mending to  the  members  of  Congress  from  this  State  to  meet  in 
caucus  at  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  the  next 
president ;  it  would  seem  that  there  is  no  understood  limit,  to 
this  irregular  action  of  caucus  proceedings,  and  that  the  qualifi- 
cations of  the  members  of  State  Legislatures,  as  well  as  of  Con- 
gress, must  be  hereafter  greater  than  would  seem  sufficient  for 
their  ordinary  or  constitutional  duties.  They  are  not  only  to  be 
qualified  in  the  States  to  make  State  regulations,  and  perform 
their  constitutional  State  duties,  but  also  to  superintend,  and 
watch  over,  the  regular  duties  of  the  members  of  Congress,  and  to 
instruct,  or  control,  their  irregular,  and  as  some  say  unconstitu- 
tional, services.  This  irregularity  thus  compounded,  and  mixed 
up  into  an  intricate  system,  impairs  the  distinct  power  of  our  di- 
vided Government,  and  not  only  confounds  the  same,  but  endan- 
gers the  purity  with  which  each  was  expected  to  discharge  their 
duties. 

If  not  only  the  caucus  of  Congress  are  liable  to  be  associated 
by  the  means  that  Candidates  may  employ,  wh.  has  perhaps  hap- 
pened, but  preliminarily,  the  State  Legislatures  before,  and  at  the 
period  of  choosing  State  electors,  are  to  be  also  openly  can- 
vassed, and  measures  adopted  to  effect  the  choice  of  a  President, 
the  expectation  of  a  virtuous  election  of  a  President  (which  has 
certainly  been  anticipated)  must  prove  visionary  ;  and  the  cor- 
ruptions and  ruinous  consequences  of  the  choice  of  a  chief  Mag- 
istrate, may  here,  as  they  have  ever  done  elsewhere,  bring  about  a 
pernicious  change  in  favor  of  an  hereditary  Presidency.  What  is 
now  projected  at  Albany  has  been  foreseen,  and  it  is  truly  sur- 
prizing that  the  only  remedy,  which  can  give  security  to  our  Presi- 
dential elections,  should  be  so  little  regarded,  or  so  soon  forgotten. 
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We  must  choose  the  electors  by  the  people  or  the  public  liberties 
will  be  lost.  The  State  of  New  York  have  thought  and  in  Apl., 
18 14,  after  resisting  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S. 
as  proposed  by  No.  Carolina,  the  Legislature  instructed  their  Sen- 
ators &  requested  their  Reps  to  endeavor  to  obtain  an  amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S.  by  which  the  presidential 
electors,  should  be  chosen  by  the  people.  They  cannot  be  bribed, 
they  are  safe  agt.  corruption  :  it  may  not  be  so  if  the  Legislators 
choose  the  elects. 

But  it  may  be  said  the  votes  of  the  State  may  be  divided  or 
lost ;  to  prevent  this  (if  it  ought  to  be  prevented)  vote  by  a  gen- 
eral ticket ;  in  this  case  let  it  be  for  Crawford  or  against  him — 
two  such  tickets  may  be  formed,  if  the  people  of  N  York,  vote  for 
Crawford,  let  him  be  their  President. 

I  see  no  objection  that  you  shd.  propose,  in  the  present  Legis- 
lature, that  in  the  next  election  of  President,  the  electors  of  this 
State  be  chosen  by  the  people  &  that  leave  be  given  to  introduce  a  Bill 
for  this  purpose.  It  may  be  by  districts,  or  which  will  answer  all 
objections,  by  a  genl.  ticket,  for  Crawford,  or  against  him  by  a 
ticket  for  another  Candidate  ;  it  will  be  popular,  because  it  pre- 
fers the  security  of  the  people  to  that  of  the  Legislature. 

By  offering  the  Bill  now,  you  are  sure  to  attract  the  public 
attention  ;  and  shd.  it  fail,  it  may  be  said  that  it  did  so,  because 
the  leaders  wd.  not  trust  the  people.  The  arguments  are  the  same 
but  infinitely  stronger  than  in  the  choice  by  the  people  of  Justices 
of  the  Peace.     ...  R.  K. 


Memoranda  by  R.  King. 

April  7.  1823. 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  Mr.  Livingston,  who 
during  the  session  had  been  attacked  with  a  pleurisy,  died  at 
Washington.  A  correspondence  between  Mr.  Van  Buren,  after 
his  return  and  while  in  N.  Y.,  and  Mr.  Thompson,  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  commenced  by  the  former,  and  in  which  Mr.  V.  B., 
who,  during  the  session,  had  personally  conferred  with  the  Secre- 
tary on  the  subject  of  the  Presidency,  and  in  the  conference,  as  I 
conceive,  V.  B.  stated  the  difficulties  which,  in  the  actual  state  of 
parties  in  N.  Yk,  would  stand   in  the  way  of  the  Secretary's  ob- 
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taining  the  votes  of  the  State  ;  discouraged  the  idea  of  his  becom- 
ing a  candidate  ;  expressed  his  opinion  that  Crawford  and  Adams 
were  the  men  to  whom  the  largest  portion  of  the  public  seemed 
inclined  ;  expressed  also  strong  doubts  of  the  success  of  Adams, 
and  intimated  that  the  division,  not  improbably,  might  be  such 
between  Adams,  Crawford,  Clay  and  Calhoun,  that  a  majority 
not  presenting  itself  in  favor  of  either  of  them,  the  H.  of  Rep.  on 
whom  the  choice  wd.  devolve,  may  be  induced,  by  the  failure  to 
elect  either  of  the  Candidates,  &  by  an  aversion  to  the  open  rivalry 
of  their  several  Candidates,  to  give  their  votes  to  an  unexception- 
able person  who  had  not  been  a  professed  rival,  and  so  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  N.  may  be  elected.  Furthermore,  that  there  wd.  be 
no  difficulty  in  electing  the  Secretary,  as  V.  P.  should  it  be  desired. 
In  this  situation  things  were  left,  between  the  Secy.  &  Mr.  V.  B. 
at  the  adjournment  of  Congress. 

Mr.  V.  B.  saw  Crawford  the  evening  before  he  left  Washington, 
and  a  conversation  between  them  on  the  question  of  the  Pr. 
doubtless  took  place,  guarded  without  doubt  and  not  inconsistent 
with  the  supposed  opinions  above  expressed,  but  wh.  left  little 
doubt  that  Crawford  was  authorized  to  conclude  that  V.  B.  was 
in  his  favor. 

It  would  seem  that  Mr.  V.  B.  after  his  arrival  from  Washington 
at  N.  York  and  after  hearing  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Livingston, 
wrote  a  letter  to  the  Secy,  of  the  Navy,  advising  him  to  accept  the 
office  of  Mr.  Livingston's  successor,  on  Good  Friday  (28th  March). 
Mr.  V.  B.,  who  had  continued  in  the  city,  doubtless  enquiring 
about  and  promoting  the  presidential  election,  came  to  Jamaica 
with  Ulshoeffer,  and  very  soon  shewed  me  a  letter  received  by 
the  mail  of  the  morning  from  the  Secy,  of  the  Navy,  saying  that 
on  acct.  of  his  health,  wh.  would  not  permit  him  to  bear  the  con- 
finement and  study  of  a  judl.  office,  he  shd.  decline  a  seat  in  the 
Supreme  Court,  which  it  seemed,  by  the  letter,  had  been  offered  to 
him,  and  in  his  turn  recommends  the  office  to  V.  B.  This  letter 
had  been  shown  to  Ulshoeffer  only,  as  V.  B.  declared.  The  visit 
was  to  confer  with  me  on  the  judicial  subject.  I  expressed  my 
opinion  to  this  effect.  "  That  the  office  was  very  important,  and 
in  our  system  of  great  authority,  dignity  and  independence  ;  but 
that  it  does  not  admit  of  any  expectations  of  ulterior  advance- 
ment, nor  could  it  tolerate  the  interference  of  the  Judge  in  party 
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or  personal  politics  ;  that  he,  V.  B.,  had  been  deeply  engaged  in 
the  party  politics  of  the  times  ;  of  this  all  are  acquainted.  To  be 
a  member  of  the  Supreme  Court,  he  must  be  wholly  and  forever 
withdrawn  and  separated  from  these  connexions.  The  dissolution 
must  be  absolute  ;  and  entering  the  judicial  department,  like 
taking  the  vow  and  veil  in  the  Catholic  Church,  must  forever 
divorce  him  from  the  political  world.  Unless  he  was  confident  of 
his  strength  to  do  this,  he  shd.  not  think  of  the  Supreme  Court 
for  a  moment  :  if  he  was  resolute  &  confident,  I  recommended  to 
him  to  accept  the  proposal  of  the  Secy,  of  the  Navy,  and  consent 
that  the  Secy.  shd.  say  to  the  Prest.,  that,  if  appointed  to  succeed 
Mr.  Livingston,  he  would  accept  the  office."  Ulshoeffer  con- 
curred in  the  same  opinion. 

Mr.  V.  B.  expressed  his  assent  to  what  I  had  said,  and  his  con- 
fidence that  he  could  with  firmness  act  accordingly.     I  said  that  I 
shd.  go  to  the  City  on  Easter  Sunday  to  attend  the  funeral  of  Mrs. 
Johnstone,  and  wd.  again  see  and  further  confer  on  the  subject. 
V.  B.  returned  to  the  City  on  Saturday  morning.     A  severe  snow- 
storm occurred  on  Sunday,  and  I  did  not  go  to  town  'till  Tuesday 
April   I.     Saw  and  resumed   our  conference,  found  him  in  the 
same  temper  respecting  the  appointment  to  the  Sup.  Court.     We 
together  went  over  his  reply  to  the  letter  to  him  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  N.,  and  altered  the  same  so  far  as  to  assent  to,  but  to 
exclude  the  idea  of  seeking,  the  office  ;  to  avow  his   activity, 
heretofore,  in  party  politics  ;  in  order  to  justify  the  desire  of  an 
early  decision  by  the  Pr.  respecting  Mr.  Livingston's  successor, 
wh.,  if  in  favor  of  Mr.  V.  B.  wd.  have  the  instant  effect  of  separat- 
ing him  from  party  politics,  wh.  was  about  to  assume  a  distinct 
shape  in  the  presidential  question,  and  in  wh.  the  Legislature,  now 
sitting  at  Albany,   wd.   probably  take  a  part ;  in  wh.  from  his 
standing  in  his  party,  Mr.  V.  B.  could  not  at  present  decline  a 
share.     Mr.  V.  B.  proposed  to  me  to  write  on  the  subject  to  the 
Pr.  and  also  to  Mr.  A.     This  I  have  done,  viz  on   ist.  April  to 
Adams,  and  a  day  or  two  afterward  to  the  President.     The  letter 
to  Adams  is  short,  stating  the  fact  that  the  office  had  been  offd. 
to  the  Secy,  of  the  Navy,  by  him  recommended  to  V.  B.,  who  has 
assented  to  accept,  which  letter  from  V.  B.  to  the  Secy.  wd.  be 
communicated  to  the  Pr.,  when  the  Secy,  for  himself  declined  the 
office.     This  letter  says,  that  the  appt.  of  V.  B.  wd.  be  in  itself 
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good,  and  in  other  respects  important ;  &  if  soon  made  perhaps 
decisive.  If  Mr.  A.  has  a  good  nose,  he  can  be  at  no  loss  for  my 
object.  To  the  President  I  more  fully  went  into  the  policy  of  the 
appt.  of  V.  B.,  wh.  I  press  with  earnestness  upon  his  impartial  and 
unprejudiced  deliberation. 

Copies  of  these  letters,  Monday  7.  April,  I  sent  by  mail  to  V.  B. 
with  a  short  letter  expressive  of  my  belief,  on  further  considera- 
tion, that  the  P.  would  appoint  him  ;  and  that  in  imitation  of 
Marshal,  he  must  harmonize  by  strengthening  the  powers  of  the 
Constitution,  and  not  attempt  the  heretical  paradox  of  a  late  dis- 
tinguished mem,  of  Virga.,  of  harmonizing  by  weakening  these 
powers  ! 

April  10.  In  evening  received  Mr.Adams  reply  of  7.  April  in 
answer  to  mine  of  the  ist.  This  letter  I  answered  the  same 
evening  [see  note  on  Adams'  letter  of  7th.]  and  also  wrote  to  V.  B., 
sending  him  a  copy  of  Adams'  letter  of  the  7th,  and  expressing 
that  I  could  not  explain  the  delay  of  Secry.  of  the  Navy,  in  not 
having  given  to  the  Presidt.  his  refusal  &  recommended  the  appt. 
of  V.  B.  I  thought,  and  since  the  receipt  of  Mr.  A.'s  letter,  that 
he,  V.  B.,  wd,  be  appointed  ;  that  I  had  received  no  letter  from 
him  since  he  reached  Albany. 

These  letters  to  Mr.  Adams  &  V.  B.,  I  sent  by  the  Jamaica  mail 
of  the  nth. 

April  loth,  reed,  a  letter  from  J.  Q.  A.,  acknowledging  the  rect. 

of  mine  of  the  7th.  upon  the &  saying  that  my  letter  to  the 

President  had  not  been  reed.,  that  on  the  7th,  the  communication 
thro'  the  Secy,  of  the  Navy  had  not  hetn  made  to  the  P.,  whose 
mind  in  the  opinion  of  Mr.  A.  was  not  preoccupied.  I  wrote  to 
Mr,  A.  on  the  loth.,  acknowledging  the  rect.  of  his  of  the  7th, 
and  saying  that  tho'  I  could  not  explain  the  circumstance  of  the 
expected  communication  not  having  been  made  to  the  Pr.  before 
the  7th,  I  was  however  not  misinformed,  and  cd.  rely  with  con- 
fidence that  it  wd.,  if  it  had  not  yet  been  done,  be  communicated. 

loth.  of  April,  sent  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  V.  B.  On  the  evening 
of  the  i8th,  reed,  two  letters  from  V.  B.,  one  of  12th,  the  other  of 
14th  :  in  the  former  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  Secy,  of  the  Navy  of 
6th.  April,  informing  that  the  letter  of  V.  B.  to  the  Secy,  has  been 
confidentially  communicated  to  the  Prest.,  who  being  undecided, 
wd.  take  time  for  consideration.     Same  evening  wrote  to  V.  B. 


524  HUFUS  KING.  [1823 

acknowledging  the  rect.  of  his  two  letters,  communicating  copy 
of  my  last  to  Mr.  A.,  wh.  is  annexed.* 

In  my  letter  to  V.  B.  I  observe  that  nothing  cd.  be  done,  un- 
less, which  I  thought  could  not  be  done,  vigour  could  be  infused 
into  the  mind  of  the  Secy,  of  the  Navy  :  in  his  own  conduct,  I 
was  of  opinion,  that  the  delay  shd.  have  no  other  effect  than  to 
induce  him  to  avoid  too  great  activity  ;  wh.  might  become  the 
object  of  observation,  pending  the  postponement  of  the  Pr's 
decision,  &c. 

Friday  April  25th.  Reed,  a  letter  from  J.  Q.  A.  of  the  21. 
April,  saying  "  that  he  had  received  mine  of  the  loth.  &  i8th.  He 
was  mistaken  in  the  impression,  that  no  definite  answer  had  then 
been  reed,  from  the  Sec.  of  the  Navy  as  he  had  reason  to  believe 
his  recommendation  would  have  great  weight ;  he  perhaps  inferred 
from  inconclusive  premises  that  it  had  not  then  been  given.  The 
uncertainty  after  it  was  given,  would  lead  him  now  to  the  belief 
that  the  ground  w^as  preoccupied,  which,  when  he  wrote  last,  he 
thought  it  was  not  ;  his  own  opinion  agreeing  with  mine  remains 
unchanged  "  viz  "  that  the  appointment  would  not  only  be  good, 
but  better  than  any  other  wh.  could  be  made  from  this  State." 

I  wrote  a  letter  April  28,  1823,  to  V.  B.  transmitting  a  copy  of 
the  letter  to  me  from  J.  Q.  A.  of  the  21st.  Apl. — and  added  these 

*  To  J.  Q.  A.— Jamaica  18  April  1823. 
Dear  Sir. 

Your  letter  of  7th.  of  April  states  that  the  communication  of  the  Secy,  of  the 
Navy  had  not  been  made  to  the  Prest.  A  letter  from  the  Secy,  of  the 
Navy  of  the  6th.  says  that  he  made  the  communication,  and  in  reply  was 
informed  that  no  appt.  wd.  be  made  in  some  time  ;  as  it  could  not  be  made 
in  season  for  the  Spring  Courts,  there  was  no  necessity  for  acting  at  present. 
Nothing  was  said  indicating  the  intention  relative  to  the  appointment,  and  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  from  what  occurred,  expressed  his  belief  that  the  Pr. 
was  quite  undecided,  meaning  to  take  due  time  for  consideration.  I  have  no 
suggestion  to  offer  on  the  occasion,  and  I  write  merely  to  apprize  you  of  what 
I  learn  on  this  subject.  The  most  ordinary  mind  could  not  fail  to  understand 
the  importance  of  deciding  without  postponement,  and  my  only  apprehension  is 
that  the  delay  may  be  considered  as  evidence  of  disinclination,  and  produce  the 
dissatisfaction  of  a  refusal.  I  do  not  regard  it  in  this  case  as  proof  of  anything 
but  imbecillity  and  the  bad  habit  of  a  hesitating  mind. 

faithfully 

R.   K. 
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remarks.  "  B}^  referring  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Adams,  you  will 
discover  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  opinion,  in  wh.  we  (myself 
and  Mr.  A.)  agree.  I  have  not  made  any  reply  to  the  last  letter  ; 
and  am  not  a  little  embarrassed,  by  the  caucus  proceedings  at 
Albany,  in  deciding  whether  I  ought  to  make  any  reply  ;  and  if  I 
should  conclude  to  do  so,  what  the  reply  should  be.  I  think  it 
however  due  to  you,  as  well  as  Mr.  Adams,  to  send  you  the  above 
Communication. 

With  great  regard,  Dr.  Sir,  I  am  faithfully  yr.  ob.  servt. 

RuFus  King." 

Though  anticipating  in  date,  it  seems  best  to  give  here 
the  conclusion  of  the  incidents  connected  with  this  matter : 

Mr.  Van  Buren  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  King  on  the  loth  of 
July,  in  which  he  referred  to  a  report  that  in  a  conversation 
with  Mr.  Gouverneur,  "  the  Secretary  in  speaking  to  him  of 
the  propriety  of  my  appointment  expressed  sentiments 
hostile  to  it  and  evincive  of  a  general  want  of  confidence  in 
me  "  ;  and  on  the  i8th  Mr.  Van  Buren  sent  to  Mr.  King  the 
following  letter  from  the  Secretary  and  the  sketch  of  an 
answer  to  it,  but  asked  Mr.  King  to  advise  him  in  what 
terms  he  would  suggest  he  should  express  himself. 


S.  Thompson  to  M.  Van  Buren. 

Confidential. 

Washington,  July  11,  1823. 
My  DEAR  Sir  : 

Nothing  has  as  yet  been  definitely  decided  relative  to  the  filling 

of  the  vacancy  on  the  Bench  of  the  S.  Court.     My  present  object 

is  to  enquire  of  you  whether  after  what  has  passed  between  you 

&  myself  on  the  subject  you  think  I  could  with  propriety,  as  it 

respects  yourself,  take  the  office  ? 

Yours  very  sincerely 

Smith  Thompson. 
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Mr.  King  writes  in  answer  from  Jamaica,  July  22,  1823. 

I  am  not  surprized  by  the  receit  of  your  letter  of  the  i8th.  inst. 
Not  only  have  the  proceedings  at  Washington  been  vacillating, 
and  as  I  believe  unprincipled  ;  but  the  correspondence  of  Mr.  S. 
T.  has  been  so  extraordinary,  that  were  the  case  my  own,  I  should 
in  reply  observe  much  caution  with  a  decided  reserve,  especially 
upon  the  subject,  concerning  which  there  has  been  on  his  part  an 
unexplained  failure.  If  his  first  letter  to  you  was  not  intended  in 
the  sense  in  which  it  was  understood,  but  aimed  at  quite  another 
and  different  object,  your  answer  ought  to  have  put  him  right,  by 
making  straight,  what  was  intentionally  crooked  :  and  if  the  Sec- 
retary had  wavered  in  his  decision,  respecting  the  acceptance  of 
a  judicial  office,  your  reply  precluded  its  communication  to  the 
President ;  and  to  have  made  such  communication,  while  his  mind 
continued  undecided,  was  a  violation  of  the  duties  of  friendship  ; 
and  if  this  generous  sentiment  were  wanting,  the  communication 
could  not  be  reconciled  with  the  principles  of  honor.  You  must 
excuse  the  use  of  strong  expressions,  since  in  questions  of  this 
character,  the  law  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  rigorous  &  inexorable. 
There  neither  is,  nor  can  be,  on  like  occasions,  an  innocent  or 
excusable  failure.  Mutual  reservation,  or  the  suppression  of  what 
should  be  expressed,  is  the  part  of  rogues  and  Jesuits,  who  being 
without  honor,  are  incapable  of  the  offices  of  friendship. — But 
enough  of  this. 

If  the  P.  M.  G.,  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Secretaries  of 
the  executive  Departments  and  Foreign  Ambassadors  are  nomi- 
nated upon  a  computation  of  the  aggregate  of  their  supposed  ca- 
pacities and  political  influence,  instead  of  an  impartial  estimate 
of  their  known  qualifications,  how  is  it  possible  to  decide  upon 
the  competence  of  a  person  named  to  one  office  without  being 
made  acquainted  with  the  qualifications  of  his  associates  des- 
tined to  fill  the  other  offices  ?  Your  proposed  answer  may  be 
more  prudent,  but  I  prefer  the  annexed  as  more  sincere. 

Yrs.  truly         R.  K. 

There  can  be  no  question  of  the  disgust  felt  by  Mr.  King 
as  to  the  conduct  of  the  Secretary  in  reference  to  the  pro- 
posed appointment  ;  but  the  draft  of  an  answer  to  his  letter, 
which  as  Mr.  Van  Buren  says  was  sent  by  him  to  the  Secre- 
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tary  "  in  the  precise  terms  you  suggested,"  was  "  more  pru- 
dent, as  more  sincere."* 

Mr.  Van  Buren  finishes  his  letter  to  Mr.  King  : 

"Accept  my  thanks  for  your  early  attention  in  the  matter  and 
for  the  manifestation  of  continued  friendship  your  letter  con- 
tained." ., 

Monday  April  28,  1823.  John  A.  King  returned  from  Albany, 
and  was  here  yesterday.  He  says  that  the  Resolutions  of  the 
caucus  at  Albany,  recommending  to  the  mssabers  of  Congress 
from  N.  York  to  concur  at  Washington  in  a  caucus  nomination  of 
President,  were  drafted  and  delivered  by  Van  Buren  to  Genl. 
Root,  who,  on  leave  granted  by  the  caucus  of  about  go  members 
of  the  Legislature,  attended  and  made  an  address  to  the  caucus  ; 
and  who  was  afterwards  nominated  the  Chairman  of  a  Comee, 
named  by  Bowne  the  Chairman  of  the  caucus,  to  report  to  the 
caucus  on  the  subject  of  the  Presidency.  The  Committee  were 
previously  arranged,  and  the  Report,  wh.  had  been  prepared  & 
shewn  by  V.  B.  to  some  of  the  members,  was  given  to  Gen.  Root 
who  reported  it.  Some  objections  were  made  to  the  disapproba- 
tion of  State  nominations,  but  the  Resolutions  were  reed,  and 
adopted  without  real  or  marked  expressions  of  satisfaction. 

*  M.  Van  Buren  to  Secretary  Thompson. 

July,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

It  is  difficult,  if  not  impossible  for  me,  who  am  not  acquainted  with  the  views, 
&  combinations  of  the  executive  power,  to  form  a  correct  opinion,  or  to  give 
unqualified  advice,  respecting  a  particular  appointment  which  in  itself  may 
be  not  only  expedient,  but  excellent  ;  yet  when  viewed  in  connection  with  other 
appointments,  with  which  it  may  be  combined,  and  of  which  it  may  form  the 
only  meritorious  part,  it  may  be  neither  expedient,  nor  worthy  of  approbation. 
While  this  remark  is  justified  by  the  views,  and  associations,  disclosed  by  the 
late  nominations  made  by  the  President  ;  I  do  not,  &  cannot,  for  a  moment 
hesitate,  in  renewing  the  opinion,  and  advice,  formed  after  careful  deliberation 
and  early  and  most  sincerely  communicated,  that  you  ought  to  accept  the  seat 
offered  to  you  in  the  Supreme  Court, 

This  opinion  and  advice,  my  dear  sir,  are  not  changed  by  anything  that  has 
since  taken  place  between  us.  It  is  however  due  to  the  occasion,  as  well  as  to 
our  long  friendship,  in  the  expression  of  this  opinion  &  advice,  to  exclude 
every  other  executive  measure,  that  may  depend  upon,  or  be  combined  with  it, 
desiring  to  confine  myself  to  the  precise  case,  which  your  friendship  has  sub- 
mitted to  mine. 

With  the  highest  Regards  Sr,  M.  V.  B. 


CHAPTER  XXXII. 

Van  Buren  to  King — Caucus  at  Albany — Excuses  his  Action — Van  Buren  to 
King — Leaves  his  Son  John  at  Jamaica — A.  Gracie's  Affairs — King  to  E. 
King — Illinois'  Proposal  to  introduce  Slavery — Hopes  Ohio  will  not 
imitate — Project  barefaced  and  infamous — Canal — E.  King  to  King — Judge 
Thomas  of  Illinois  says  no  need  to  apprehend  Introduction  of  Slavery 
there — King  to  C.  King — Relative  to  Appointment  of  Electors — Constitu- 
tion does  not  give  to  State  Legislatures  Power  to  appoint  Electors  but  to 
designate  who  may  appoint — President's  Message — Monroe  Doctrine — Mr. 
King  and  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations — King  to  C.  King — Crawford 
and  Caucus — Prospects  of  Candidates — King  to  C.  King — Clay  prevents 
Tennessee  Resolutions  being  brought  before  the  House  of  Representatives 
— Governor  Yates  suggested  for  Vice-President — King  to  C,  King — Mary- 
land disapproves  of  Congressional  Caucus — King  to  C.  King — New  York 
Legislature  should  give  Election  of  Electors  to  the  People. 

M.  Van  Buren  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  May  2,  1823. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

Yours  of  the  28th.  I  have  this  day  received.  If  as  you  supposed 
you  owed  any  duty  to  the  public  in  relation  to  this  matter,  it 
appears  to  me  that  what  you  have  already  done  amounts  to  a  full 
discharge  of  it,  as  it  certainly  does  in  the  most  ample  manner  of 
the  claims  of  private  friendship.  With  the  President  I  do  not  see 
that  any  farther  communication  can  with  propriety  be  had,  &  Mr. 
A.'s  disposition  needs  no  improvement.  The  conduct  of  the  latter 
gentleman  has  made  a  very  favourable  impression  on  my  mind,  of 
which  I  hope  some  day  to  be  able  to  give  him  suitable  proof.  On 
the  subject  of  the  caucus  proceedings  I  can  only  say  that  the 
circumstance,  that  their  tendency  and  design  do  not  accord  with 
the  views  of  two  of  my  best  friends,  (yourself  &  the  sec'ty  of 
the  navy)  is  &  has  throughout  been  to  me  a  source  of  sincere 
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regret.  But  it  was  unavoidable.  I  had  taken  my  stand  unre- 
servedly on  the  presidential  question,  &  it  would  not  have  been 
proper  or  creditable  to  me,  to  have  halted  on  account  of  the  new 
situation  in  which  1  had  unexpectedly  been  placed,  nor  do  I  be- 
lieve that  such  would  be  the  course  you  would  have  advised. 
The  caucus  &  the  expression  of  sentiment  they  made,  was  deemed 
a  necessary  commencement  of  the  measure  proper  to  be  adopted 
to  secure  the  end  in  view.  It  was  not  held  until  the  day  but  one 
before  the  rising  of  the  Legislature,  &  you  will  admit  that  the 
manner  &  form  of  their  proceedings  are  at  least  unexceptionable. 
I  do  not  know,  my  dear  Sir,  what  more  I  can  say  upon  this  subject. 
I  had  looked  to  the  state  of  things,  we  supposed  we  had  reason 
to  expect,  as  one  which  would  effectually  prevent  the  possibility 
of  future  collision  between  us,  &  you  will  I  know  believe  me  when 
I  say,  that  that  was  very  far  from  being  the  least  pleasant  view  in 
which  the  subject  presented  itself  to  me.  I  infer  from  Mr.  A.'s 
letter  that  a  different  course  is  most  probably  designed,  &  I  must 
continue  my  labours  in  the  vineyard,  which  I  shall  do  with  undi- 
minished good  humour,  &  in  doing  so  shall  rely  on  that  liberality, 
of  which  I  have  had  such  abundant  proof,  as  my  security  agt.  the 
loss  of  your  respect  &  esteem. 

Yours  faithfully 

M.  V.  BUREN. 


M.  Van.  Buren  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  May  9,  1823. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  shall,  accidents  excepted,  be  down  about  the  20th.  &  will  bring 
my  two  sons  with  me,  the  oldest  to  indulge  him  a  little  &  then 
send  him  to  West  Point,  &  the  next  to  leave  at  Jamaica  *  ;  pro- 
vided a  letter  which  I  expected  before  this,  to  have  received  from 
Mr.  John  A.  King  should  warrant  my  doing  so,  I  want  very 
much  to  visit  Boston,  but  am  equally  anxious  to  avoid  the  impu- 
tation of  going  there  on  a  political  visit.  I  know  but  one  way  in 
which  that  can  certainly  be  done,  &  that  is  to  go  in  company  with 
you.  For  that  &  other  reasons,  unnecessary  to  mention  it  would 
be  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  me,  if  your  business  &  incli- 

*  He  left  him  to  live  with  Mr.  King  while  at  school  there  for  the  summer. 
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nation  did  admit  of  your  going.  I  have  not  said  anything  on  the 
subject  of  Mr.  Gracie's  misfortunes*  &  the  trouble  they  give  to 
you  ;  but  I  hope  you  are  sensible  that  I  have  not  felt  the  less  on 
the  unpleasant  occasion.     .     .     . 

Yours  truly 

M.  Van  Buren. 


R.  King  to  Edward  King. 

Jamaica,  July  8,  1823, 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Whatever  Ohio  may  do  respecting  the  Presidency,  I 
earnestly  hope,  should  she  be  in  love  with  Kentucky,  that  she 
may  be  unwilling  to  imitate  Illinois  in  the  attempt  to  introduce 
slavery.  If  it  be  little  excusable,  in  times  like  the  present,  to  do 
nothing  in  States  where  slavery  exists  to  mitigate  it  rigours,  and 
altogether  to  omit  the  measures  which  may  gradually  and  finally 
abolish  the  same,  what  are  we  to  say,  and  is  it  believed  that  we 
shall  submit,  to  the  efforts  of  the  slave  States  to  introduce  slavery 
into  States  in  which  it  never  existed  ? 

If  the  slave  States  are  listened  to  in  their  complaints  against 
emissaries  who  proceed  from  the  free  States,  and  against  the  doc- 
trines not  disavowed  in  Congress  and  elsewhere,  whereby  the 
slaves  are  found  to  be  less  obedient  and  submissive  than  the  cat- 
tle which  labour  in  the  same  fields,  shall  the  free  States  be  disre- 

*  The  allusion  to  the  affairs  of  Mr.  Gracie,  the  failure  of  his  house,  gives  an 
opportunity  to  refer  to  what  had  been  a  cause  of  much  trouble  and  anxiety  and 
even  of  despondency  to  Mr.  King.  The  house  of  Archibald  Gracie  &  Co.  was 
one  of  the  leading  commercial  houses  in  New  York,  engaged  in  trade  with 
France  and  England.  French  spoliations  had  greatly  crippled  their  business, 
and  the  furnishing  of  flour  to  the  English  army  in  Spain  and  Portugal  during 
the  campaign  against  the  French  added  to  their  troubles.  Like  all  those  who 
engaged  in  foreign  trade  after  the  conclusion  of  peace  between  the  United  States 
and  England,  they  soon  found  that  while  there  was  every  appearance  of  pros- 
perous times  in  furnishing  the  country  with  those  things  which  had  become 
scarce  during  the  war,  the  derangement  of  the  money  market  was  such  that 
embarrassment  appeared  in  every  quarter  :  not  only  in  the  ability  of  the  gov- 
ernment to  meet  the  demands  upon  it,  but  in  the  commercial  transactions  of 
the  country. 

Of  course  the  house  of  Mr.  Gracie,  being  largely  engaged  in  foreign  trade, 
felt  the  effect  of  this  condition  of  affairs,  and,  though  possessing,  as  was  sup- 
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garded  when  they  complain  of  the  undisguised  efforts  of  the  slave 
States  to  introduce  slavery  into  States  in  which  it  has  been  happily 
forbidden  ?  We  may  talk  loudly  of  honour,  of  justice,  of  liberty 
and  religion,  all  of  which  teach  that  we  should  do  to  others  as  we 
are  willing  that  others  should  do  to  us,  but  in  the  name  of  decency, 
if  not  in  that  of  these  glorious  virtues,  let  our  actions  correspond 
with  our  discourse.  The  project  of  Illinois  is  the  most  barefaced 
and  infamous,  that  has  ever  disgraced  any  part  of  the  United 
States,  and  if  it  prevails,  the  spirit  and  principles  of  freedom  in 
this  country  are  dead.     .     .     . 

I  intended  to  have  made  a  jaunt  to  Niagara  to  see  the  Falls,  and 
observe  the  progress  of  the  Canal,  which,  as  is  said,  goes  on  ad- 
mirably and  is  a  work  of  great  utility  as  well  as  of  great  credit  to 
the  State.  But  the  love  of  home  prevails.  I  earnestly  hope  that 
you  may  succeed  in  making  your  canal  from  the  Lakes  to  the 
Ohio.  This  done  you  will  join  us  in  the  policy  of  eflfecting  a  free 
navigation  of  the  River  St.  Lawrence  to  and  from  the  sea,  with  a 
free  port  in  Lower  Canada.  Our  New  York  Canal  is  and  will,  we 
hope,  remain  a  great  and  beneficial  communication  between  the 
interior  and  the  ocean  at  New  York  ;  but  the  free  use  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the  St.  Lawrence,  the  outlet  of  nature,  is  a  far  more 
beneficial  and  a  more  certain  channel  for  the  interior  to  commu- 
nicate with  foreign  markets. 

Farewell  yrs.  truly 

RuFUs  King. 

posed,  ample  security  and  large  credit,  found  themselves  pressed  for  money. 
Not  long  before,  Mr.  Gracie  had  taken  into  the  partnerhip  his  sons  and  son-in- 
law,  Charles  King,  the  son  of  his  old  friend  Rufus  King,  and  in  the  course  of 
business  had  obtained  loans  from  the  latter  upon  satisfactory  security.  From 
time  to  time  the  amount  loaned  had  been  increased  ;  and  though  against  the  better 
judgment  of  Mr.  King,  his  friendship  to  Mr.  Gracie  and  the  appeals  of  his  son 
led  him  on  until  he  became  involved  in  obligations  to  pay  a  very  large  sum, 
even  to  the  amount  of  fully  $100,000.  Of  course  security  was  given,  but  as  the 
pressure  of  the  money  market  increased,  and  the  securities,  originally  sufficient, 
diminished  in  value  or  became  worthless,  Mr.  King  was  called  upon  to  meet 
heavy  immediate  demands,  which  caused  him  much  anxiety  and  the  fear  that, 
while  he  had  enjoyed  a  fair  income,  he  might,  as  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  be- 
come a  poor  man  and  be  deprived  in  his  old  age  of  the  comforts  to  which  he 
had  hitherto  been  accustomed.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  not  until  the  end  of 
1824  that  the  business  was  finally  settled,  and  resulted  in  an  absolute  loss  of 
about  $18,000. 
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Edward  King  to  R.  King. 

Chillicothe,  July  22d,  1823. 
My  DEAR  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  had  the  pleasure  a  few  days  since,  of  meeting  Judge 
Thoraas  from  Illinois,  on  his  route  to  the  eastward.  I  understood 
distinctly  from  him,  that  there  was  not  the  slightest  ground  to  ap- 
prehend the  introduction  of  slavery  in  that  State.  'I'hat  altho'  at 
the  time  the  subject  of  a  convention  was  broached,  the  popular 
vote  would  have  been  decidedly  in  favor  of  slavery,  since  then, 
a  revolution  of  feeling  has  taken  place,  and  the  people  have 
determined  (he  thinks)  to  withstand  any  effort  of  that  kind.  Mr. 
Thomas  is  a  strong  Crawford  man,  and  I  thought  in  favor  of  slav- 
ery. The  object  which  they  avow  is  the  increase  of  value,  to  their 
real  estate,  and  their  commercial  interests.  We  are  not  so  much 
in  love  with  Kentucky,  but  that  we  may  oppose  slavery,  if  not  a 
slave  holder,  tho'  if  that  be  the  question  Ohio  will  be  found  on 
the  side  of  freedom     .     ,     . 

Your  affectionate  Son. 

Edward  King. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Monday  Evening,  Sept.  29,  1823. 

Dear  Sir  : 

To  prove  that  your  construction  of  the  Constitution  respecting 
the  appointment  of  Electors  is  correct,  it  may  be  observed  that 
according  to  the  printed  Journal  of  the  Convention,  it  is  evident 
that  the  choice  of  the  President  was  a  subject  of  great  difificulty  ; 
and  the  more  so,  as  the  practice  of  the  States  was  at  that  period 
dissimilar  in  the  elections  of  Governor,  or  the  state  executive.  In 
all  the  States  except  N.  Jersey,  east  of  Maryland,  the  choice  of 
Govr.  was  made  by  the  people  ;  in  New  Jersey  and  the  five  south- 
ern States,  the  Gov.  was  chosen  by  the  several  State  Legislatures. 
The  members  of  the  Convention  in  settling  the  manner  of  elect- 
ing the  Executive  of  the  U.  S.  seem  to  have  been  prejudiced  in 
favor  of  the  manner,  to  which  they  were  accustomed,  in  the  elec- 
tion of  the  Governor  of  their  respective  States. 

According  to  the  Journal,  on  the  19th.  of  July,  the  Convention 
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resolved  that  the  Pr.  shd.  be  chosen  by  Electors  appointed  '''by 
the  Legislatures  of  the  States  "  :  on  the  23.  of  July,  they  reconsid- 
ered this  vote,  and  on  the  next  day  resolved  that  the  President 
should  be  chosen  ''by  the  national  Legislature." 

This  appears  to  have  been  unsatisfactory,  and  to  have  given  oc- 
casion to  much  discussion  and  to  different  projects  ;  the  subject 
was  referred  to  a  large  Committee,  which  rejected  the  choice  by 
the  national  legislature,  and  reported  the  provision  which  is  con- 
tained in  the  Constitution,  viz  that  the  President  shall  be  chosen 
by  Electors  to  be  appointed  "in  such  ?nan?ier as  the  Legislature  of 
each  State  may  direct." 

Comparing  this  established  mode  of  choosing  the  Pr.  with  that 
which  was  adopted  on  the  19th.  of  July,  recollecting  the  im- 
mediate reconsideration  of  that  mode,  and  the  deliberate  adop- 
tion of  the  mode  of  choosing  wh.  is  provided  by  the  Constitution, 
it  is  reasonable  to  infer,  that  the  power  to  direct  the  manner  in 
which  Electors  may  be  chosen,  does  not  give  to  the  Legislature 
of  each  State,  the  power  by  which  they  themselves  may  make  such 
appointment  of  the  Electors. 

Again  the  Constitution  provides  that  Representatives  shall  be 
ch.o^Q'n.by  the  People  J  Senators  by  the  Legislature  of  each  State  and 
Electors  in  such  tnanner  as  the  Legislature  of  each  State  may  direct. 
The  Legislature  may  direct  that  Electors  may  be  chosen  by  the 
people,  by  a  genl.  ticket  in  each  State,  or  by  districts  ;  they  may 
authorise  the  persons  qualified  to  vote  for  the  most  numerous 
branch  of  the  State  Legislature,  to  vote  for  the  Electors  ;  or  they 
may  confine  the  choice  to  free-holders,  as  is  the  case  in  Virginia  ; 
or  they  may  direct  that  the  people  shall  in  the  several  States,  by 
ballot,  or  viva  voce,  choose  Electors,  with  power  to  appoint  the 
Electors  of  the  President  ;  in  this  way  the  Senate  of  Maryland  is 
appointed  ;  and  it  appears  by  the  printed  Journal  of  the  Conven- 
tion, that  General  Hamilton  proposed  this  very  mode  of  choosing 
the  Electors  of  the  President.  As  the  language  of  the  Constitu- 
tion on  this  subject  differs  from  the  language  of  the  first  Resolu- 
tion, wb.  gave  the  appointment  of  Electors  to  the  State  Legislatures, 
in  like  manner  as  the  Constitution  gives  the  power  to  appoint 
Senators,  it  is  not  only  reasonable,  but  almost  necessary  to  give 
the  provision  of  the  Constitution  a  different  interpretation,  and  to 
limit  the  same,  so  that  the  State  Legislature  may  by  law  designate 
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those  wlio  may  appoint  the  Electors  altho'  they  themselves   may 
not  appoint  them. 

This  course  of  thinking  has  occurred  to  me,  I  suggest  it  to  you  ; 
the  facts  are  correct  as  I  state  them. 

Yours  &c. 

R.  K. 


Memorandum  by  R.  King. 

ENGLAND. 

7.  Nov,  1823. 

Mr.  Adams*  said  that  the  message  of  the  Pr  on  the  subject  of 
the  interference  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  was  in  fact  in  the  nature 
of  a  declarn.  by  way  of  reply  to  a  proposal  made  by  Mr.  Canning 
to  Mr.  Rush  on  the  subject  of  the  interference  of  these  powers 
respecting  the  Indep.  of  the  Sp.  &  Portuguese  Colonies.  Mr.  C. 
in  Aug.  proposed  to  Mr.  Rush  to  unite  with  him,  in  an  Instru- 
ment to  be  published,  expressive  of  the  views  of  Eng.  and  the 
U.  S.  Mr.  Rush  declined  to  concur  in  this  measure,  but  refered 
the  subject  to  his  Govt. 

1.  That  England  considered  the  Sp.  &  Portuguese  Colonies  in 
fact  independt.  &  beyond  the  control  of  Spain  &  Portugal. 

2.  That  the  acknowledgment  was  the  subj.  of  time  &  cir- 
cumstances. 

3.  That  so  long  as  the  parties  shd.  contend  with  each  other, 
England  w'd  be  neutral. 

4.  But  sh'd  other  powers  interfere,  they  might  cease  to  be 
indifferent. 

RUSSIA. 

The  Envoy  of  Russia  verbally  communicated  to  the  S.  of  State, 
that  the  Emperor  had  refused  to  receive  Genl  Devereux  as 
Envoy  from  Colombia,  &  determined  to  receive  no  Envoy  from 
Colombia  or  any  of  the  new  American  Republics, 

The  Envoy  delivered  a  confidential  note  to  this  effect,  and 
concluded  it  by  the  expression  of  the  satisfaction  of  his  master 
that  the  U.  S.  have  resolved  to  remain  neuter  in  the  contest  be- 
tween the  new  Reps,  and  their  parent  Countries. 

*  See  the  interesting  account  of  the  session  of  the  Cabinet  this  day,  J.  Q. 
Adams'  Memoirs,  vii.  177. 
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To  this  a  Reply  has  been  given,  that  so  long  as  such  contest  is 
confined  to  the  parties,  the  U.  S.  will  continue  neutral,  but  sh'd 
third  parties  interfere  the  character  of  the  contest  will  undergo  a 
change  in  the  view  of  the  U.  S.,  and  that,  as  their  course  is  ap- 
proved by  the  Emperor,  they  naturally  anticipate  the  satisfaction, 
that  he  also  will  remain  neuter. 

In  a  subsequent  communication  the  Russn.  Envoy  announced, 
in  the  spirit  of  the  Holy  Alliance,  the  satisfaction  of  his  master 
with  the  success  of  the  French  arms  in  Spain,  and  with  the  counter 
revolution  of  Portugal ;  except  in  the  spirit  of  the  communica- 
tion, no  intimation  was  given  of  the  part  of  the  Allies  concerning 
the  new  Repubs.  in  America. 

Some  intimation  was  given  of  a  desire  that  the  purport  of  these 
conversations  sh'd  be  published  ;  it  was  said  that  we  sh'd  not 
object,  our  answers  being  published  with  them,  and  that  by  an- 
nexing them  to  the  Pr's  message,  they  wd.  in  this  way  become 
public.  The  Russian  Envoy  hesitated,  and  thus  the  whole  mat- 
ter remains  confidential. 

In  the  Cabinets  on  these  points,  Crawford  has  not  assisted, 
being  sick,  the  State  &  Navy  concurred  with  the  Pr.,  and  the  War 
Dep.  dissented  ;  especially  in  resp't  to  the  Pr.'s  message  to 
Cong,  at  the  op'g  of  the  session. 

That  except  him  none  of  the  other  Candidates  desire  a  caucus  ; 
that  on  this  subject  it  is  said  that  a  caucus  will  be  held,  provided 
90  members  of  the  Senate  &  H.  of  R.  can  be  mustered  to  attend 
it. 

That  in  the  correspondence,  respecting  the  appointment  of  a 
Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  pressure 
from  N.  York  for  Spencer  and  Kent,  and  especially  for  the 
former  ;  that  other  names  were  presented  ;  and  that  of  Van  Ness 
urged  by  whatever  State  claims  could  be  urged  by  Vermont ;  that 
New  Jersey  also  offered  a  Candidate,  and  Pennsylvania  also  had 
a  claim. 

In  these  Circumstances  Mr.  V.  B.,  who  was  deemed  qualified  & 
competent,  was  thought  to  be  the  best  candidate,  provided  he 
secured  the  support  &  recommendation  of  the  Sec.  of  the  Navy, 
Mr.  Thompson  ;  accordingly  he  was  recommended  to  the  Pr,  by 
Mr.  A.,  who  soon  discovered  that  Mr.  Thompson  had  not  recom- 
mended him,  and  on  Mr.  A.  again  recurring  to  the  subj't  with  the 
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Pr.,  he  touiul  that  liis  recommendation  had  been  countervailed 
from  some  quarter  :  on  conferring  with  Mr.  Thompson  he  per- 
ceived that  he  had  neither  explicitly  declined  nor  recommended 
V.  B.  ;  he  stated  that  in  the  offer  made  to  him,  that  he  was  dis- 
inclined to  accept,  and  having  communicated  the  same  to  V.  B., 
he  asked  him  the  question  whether  he  w'd.  take  the  office,  Mr. 
V.  B.  having  previously  urged  him,  to  accept  the  office.  The 
result  is  known  ;  Mr.  Thompson  changed  his  mind,  and  accepted 
the  appointment. 

Brown  is  to  be  nominated  to  France,  Gallatin  probably  does 
not  wish  to  return,  having  been  able  to  do  nothing  ;  he  will  re- 
main at  Washington  during  the  Winter,  keeping  himself  before 
the  Govt.  &  w'd.  probably  be  willing  to  accept  a  mission  to  Eng. 
or  Russia.  Rush  might  be  willing,  to  quit  Eng'd.  sh'd  Pennsyl- 
vania have  influence  to  make  him  V.  P.,  or  another  mission  fur- 
nished him.  Perhaps  Gallatin  will  enter  into  the  presidential 
question  in  which  case  he  may  urge  Rush's  appointment  to  be 
V.  P.,  and  to  create  a  vacancy  at  London  to  wh.  he  might  be 
appointed. 

The  President  delivered  his  message  to  Congress  on  De- 
cember 2d,  1823,  in  which,  among  matters  of  much  impor- 
tance, he  spoke  especially  of  the  Central  and  South  American 
republics,  and  of  the  policy  of  the  United  States  towards 
them,  a  subject  in  which  the  whole  country  was  most 
deeply  interested.  They  had  declared  and  maintained  their 
independence  and  had  been  recognized  by  the  United 
States,  and  the  question  was  pending  as  to  what  the  Holy 
Alliance  in  Europe  might  desire  to  do  to  assist  Spain  in  re- 
covering her  lost  dependencies,  or  in  interfering,  some  or  all 
of  them,  to  forward  their  own  interests.  England  was  in- 
clined to  join  with  the  United  States,  or  rather  to  bind  them 
to  a  course  of  conduct  which  was  to  subject  them  to  Eng- 
land's plans  as  to  future  interference. 

It  was  to  these  conditions  that  the  President  called  atten- 
tion in  those  memorable  words  which  embraced  the  doc- 
trine which  has  passed  into  history  as  the  Monroe  Doctrine, 
and  which  voiced  the  sentiment  of  the  nation  then  and  ever 
since.     He  says  (we  quote  in  full) : 
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"  With  the  movements  of  this  hemisphere  we  are,  of  necessity, 
more  immediately  connected,  and  by  causes  which  must  be  obvious 
to  all  enlightened  and  impartial  observers.  The  political  system 
of  the  Allied  Powers  is  essentially  different,  in  this  respect,  from 
that  of  America.  This  difference  proceeds  from  that  which  exists 
in  their  respective  Governments.  And  to  the  defence  of  our  own, 
which  has  been  achieved  by  the  loss  of  so  much  blood  and  treas- 
ure, and  matured  by  the  wisdom  of  our  most  enlightened  cit- 
izens, and  under  which  we  have  enjoyed  unexampled  felicity, 
this  whole  nation  is  devoted.  We  owe  it,  therefore  to  candor  and 
to  the  amicable  relations  existing  between  the  United  States  and 
those  Powers,  to  declare,  that  we  should  consider  any  attempt  on 
their  part  to  extend  their  system  to  any  portion  of  this  hemisphere, 
as  dangerous  to  our  peace  &  safety.  With  the  existing  colonies 
or  dependencies  of  any  European  Power,  we  have  not  interfered, 
nor  shall  we  interfere.  But  with  the  Governments  who  have  de- 
clared their  independence  and  maintained  it,  and  whose  indepen- 
dence we  have,  on  great  consideration  and  on  just  principles,  ack- 
nowledged, we  could  not  view  any  interposition,  for  the  purpose  of 
oppressing  them,  or  controlling  in  any  other  manner  their  des- 
tiny, by  any  European  Power,  in  any  other  light  than  as  the 
manifestation  of  an  unfriendly  disposition  toward  the  United 
States." — Annals  of  Congress,  vol.  i,  1823-4,  p.  22. 

It  would  be  particularly  satisfactory  here  to  be  able  to 
give  what  might  be  considered  an  official  exposition  of  Mr. 
King's  views  on  this  subject,  views  in  accordance  with  which 
in  1802  he  had  suggested  to  Mr.  Livingston  in  Paris  a  course 
in  reference  to  the  Louisiana  treaty.*  But  circumstances 
occurred  which  prevented  such  an  expression.  Under  the 
rules  of  the  Senate,  the  standing  committees  had  been 
chosen  by  ballot,  and  at  the  last  session  Mr.  King  had  been 
placed  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  Foreign  Affairs, 
for  which  position  there  could  be  no  question  of  his  eminent 
qualifications.  But  by  a  resolution  passed  at  this  session 
they  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
Senate,  who  in  this  case,  in  the  absence  of  the  Vice-Presi- 
dent,  was    Mr.    Gaiilard    of    Louisiana.     He  placed  at  the 

*  R.  King,  Life,  iv.,  90,  gi. 
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head  of  the  committee  Mr.  Barbour  of  Virginia,  and  Mr. 
King  second,  thus  virtually  degrading  him.  The  journal  of 
the  Senate  says,  "  on  his  request,  he  was  relieved  from 
serving." 

Mr.  King  in  a  letter  of  December  17,  1823,  to  C.  King 
writes  as  follows  : 

"  The  correction  of  the  article  in  the  National  Intelligencer  of 
this  morning  stating  that  I  had  been  excused  from  serving  on  the 
committee  of  Foreign  Relations  by  ill-health  will  be  made  in  the 
Intelligencer  tomorrow.  I  am  well  ;  but  declined  serving  on 
the  committee,  because  I  was  not  satisfied  with  the  arrangement 
of  the  committee." 

The  Intelligencer,  published,  December  iSth,  this  cor- 
rection. 

"  For  the  sake  of  the  family  and  distant  friends  of  Mr.  King,  of 
New  York,  we  are  desired  to  mention  that  his  letter  of  yesterday 
to  the  Senate  does  not  state  that  ill  health  will  prevent  his  attend- 
ance at  the  meetings  of  the  committee  on  Foreign  Relations  : 
Mr.  King  having  asked  to  be  excused  from  this  service  for  other 
reasons  of  a  personal  nature  not  necessary  to  be  stated." 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

12  Deer.,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  The  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford  say  they  shall  form  a 
caucus :  those  of  the  other  candidates  say  otherwise.  The 
parties  are  understood  to  be  diligent  in  their  respective  vocations  ; 
and  the  like  confidence  is  expressed  by  the  zealots,  which  is  com- 
monly uttered  on  other  &  similar  occasions.  It  is  not  at  present 
avowed  by  any  faction,  that  a  majority  of  the  members  of  Con- 
gress are  in  favor  of  any  of  the  Candidates  :  if  so,  the  caucus,  if 
there  shd.  be  one,  must  be  composed  of  a  minority  ;  what  the 
effect  of  their  proceedings  may  be,  cannot  before  hand  be  under- 
stood. It  is  not  believed  that  any  two  of  the  candidates  are 
united,  but  that  separately,  each  will  contend  for  himself. 
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Mr.  Crawford,  as  well  as  every  other  of  them,  is  opposed  to  all 
his  rivals  ;  and  these  in  turn  are  opposed  to  him.  Mr.  Crawford 
&  his  friends  are  in  favor  of  a  caucus,  the  other  candidates 
opposed  to  it.  If  there  could  not  be  a  caucus  unless  a  majority 
support  it,  it  wd.  seem  that  none  would  be  held  :  but  on  the 
other  hand  there  being  no  regulations,  by  wh.  the  number  of  a 
caucus  is  ascertained,  and  how  its  votes  are  to  be  counted,  or 
certified,  these  matters  will  be  so  managed  as  best  to  promote  the 
object  wh.  they  may  desire  to  promote. 

Tennessee  have  expressed  their  disapprobation  of  a  congres- 
sional caucus  ;  the  same  subject  has  been  before  the  Legislature 
of  So.  Carolina,  and  is  at  present  before  that  of  N,  Carolina 
Maryland  &  Pennsylvania.  The  proceedings  of  the  States  have 
an  influence  here,  according  to  their  respective  tenor.  Mr. 
Crawford  is  not  yet  recovered,  particularly  from  an  inflammation 
of  his  eyes  :  he  suffered  much  from  the  attack  in  Virginia,  his 
physicians  having  taken  from  him  upwards  of  320  oz.  of  blood  in 
twenty  three  days,  in  addition  to  strong  purgatives,  administered 
during  the  same  period.  Mr.  Clay  manifests  the  effects  of  hav- 
ing been  ill,  but  he  is  evidently  convalescent,  and  with  care  will 
probably  reestablish  his  health.  Mr.  Adams  is  well  as  usual,  and 
General  Jackson  by  his  apparent  mildness  and  moderation,  will 
do  away  prejudices  to  his  disadvantage  upon  the  imputed  absence 
of  these  estimable  virtues.  Mr.  Calhoun,  as  you  will  see  by  the 
papers,  has  been  nominated  for  the  Presidency  by  So.  Carolina, 
and  is  praised  &  supported  by  many  friends. 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Friday,  December  19,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand  the  actual  condition  of  the  cau- 
cus. The  pressure  for  an  immediate  assembling  of  a  caucus  is 
apparently  at  this  moment  diminished.  Some  days  ago,  it  was 
intended  that  the  subject  should  be  brought  before  the  H.  of  R. 
on  a  motion  to  commit  the  Tennessee  Instructions  to  a  select 
committee,  to  be  named  by  the  Speaker,  who  would  be  expected 
to  make  a  Report  disapproving  of  caucusses  by  Members  of  Con- 
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gross,  for  the  purpose  of  nominating  the  Prs.  of  the  U.  S.  The 
Crawford  faction  probably  became  acquainted  with  the  intended 
proceeding,  and  immediately  took  measures  to  impress  Clay  with 
the  belief  that  the  friends  of  Crawford  were  his  friends  ;  that 
their  preference  was  divided  between  Crawford  &  himself  ;  that 
the  occurrence  of  any  event  which  might  put  either  of  them  out 
of  view  would  unite  them  in  support  of  the  other  ;  this  device 
seems  to  have  been  so  far  successful,  that  Mr.  Clay  is  supi)0sed 
to  have  hesitated  in  the  plan  to  denounce  the  caucus,  and  to  have 
suggested  the  project  of  the  general  attendance  of  all  the  Repubs, 
and  either  not  to  pass  a  vote  to  break  up,  or  indefinitely  to  ad- 
journ without  nominating  a  Candidate.  Since  writing  the  above, 
I  have  understood,  and  I  believe  the  information,  that  the  whole 
subject  is  postponed,  until  the  middle  of  January,  and  some  of 
the  members  have  already  left  town  &  will  not  return  until  after 
the  holidays.     All  the  above  is  confidential. 

In  particular  confidence  I  mention,  that  I  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  it  has  been  proi:)Osed  to  Govr.  Yates  to  consent  to  be 
nominated  for  Vice-President,  in  the  expectation  that  this  will 
prevent  his  recommendation  of  the  choice  of  P^lectors  by  the 
people,  and  lead  him  to  countenance  the  choice  of  Electors  by 
the  Legislature  ;  there  is  little  doubt  of  this  proposal  ;  and  some, 
if  it  be  made,  that  it  will  be  accepted  by  Govr.  Y.    So  we  go.    .    .     . 

Yrs 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

20  Deer.,  1823. 

Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  The  caucus  men  treat  the  measure  lightly,  and  as  one 
of  little  or  no  importance  ;  but  having  regard  to  the  time  and  the 
quarter  whence  the  measure  proceeds,  so  far  from  a  measure  of 
no  significance,  it  merits  the  most  grave  and  deliberate  con- 
sideration. 

The  people  of  Maryland  daily  observe  the  restless  and  extra- 
ordinary appearance  of  the  Members  of  Congress,  who  from 
morning  to  night  are  engaged  in  discussing  the  subject  of  the 
presidential  election,  instead  of  being  occupied  in  the  business 
of  the  country  v/hich  periodically  comes  before  Congress  for 
adjustment.     According  to  present  appearances  the  whole  session 
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will  be  consumed  by  management  &  intrigues  to  promote  the 
presidential  election,  and  the  real  &  proper  business  of  Con- 
gress will  be  postponed  to  another  session,  that  will  be  equally- 
embroiled  by  the  presidential  subject. 

The  people  of  Maryland  are  enabled  with  their  own  eyes  to  see 
the  present  unpleasant  condition  of  Congress  :  and  should  the 
people  at  a  distance  behold  what  the  people  of  Maryland  see, 
they  would  with  Maryland  discountenance  &  disapprove,  as 
Maryland  has  done,  congressional  caucus  to  make  a  President. 

R.  K. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Sunday,  21  Deer.,  1823. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  My  Colleague  is  very  busy,  and  if  I  do  not  mistake  a 
great  portion  of  the  management  preparatory  to  a  caucus  falls  on 
him.  From  late  remarks,  I  might  doubt,  whether  he  places  much 
reliance  on  Gov.  Yates,  as  he  yesterday  observed  that  the  Govr.'s 
Speech  was  actually  prepared,  and  that  it  contained  the  recom- 
mendation of  referring  the  choice  of  the  Electors  to  the  people. 

There  undoubtedly  is  some  new  view  presented  to  the  friends 
of  Mr.  Clay  by  those  of  Mr.  Crawford  :  but  I  cannot  persuade 
myself,  that  the  former  Gentleman  can  be  led  to  believe  that  the 
friends  of  the  latter  will  in  any  event  unite  to  effect  his  choice  as 
President  :  and  unless  he  shall  expect,  that  they  will  help  him,  as 
a  Candidate  for  the  first  station,  he  will  not  be  satisfied  to  cooper- 
ate with  them. 

The  Election  of  a  Pope  is  purity,  simplicity,  and  certainty, 
when  compared  with  the  system  of  electing  a  President  by  a  cau- 
cus. The  conclave  of  Cardinals  are  closed,  and  soon  walled  up, 
while  the  caucus  of  Congress  to  elect  a  President  is  composed  of 
Members,  who  separately,  confer  with  whom  they  please,  and  for 

one  or  two  years  carry  on  the  intrigue  to  choose  a  President.   .    ,    . 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Sunday  Evening,  21  Deer. 

Dear  Sir  : 

We  have  no  information  from  Albany  since  the  meeting  of  the 
Senate,  which  will  afford  an  opportunity  to  form  some  opinion  re- 
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specting  the  |irobable  course  which  the  Gov.  &  Legislature  may 
pursue  respecting  the  choice  of  Electors — Some  days  ago  it  was 
the  opinion  of  my  colleague  that  the  Legislature  wd,  i)ass  a  law 
referring  the  choice  to  the  people  ;  lately  this  opinion  has  under- 
gone a  change  :  whether  the  Govr.  will  recommend  it  is  thought 
dubious,  and  shd.  the  Assembly  send  a  Bill  for  this  purpose  to  the 
Senate,  the  Senate  may  &  probably  will  reject  it.  If  such  should 
be  the  temper  of  the  Legislature,  the  communication  of  the  Ten- 
nessee Resolution  against  a  caucus  would  be  smothered  :  but 
should  the  late  fall  elections  be  evidence  of  the  desire  of  the  peo- 
ple respecting  the  choice  of  Electors,  pledged  as  the  Senate 
may  be  by  the  proceedings  last  Spring  respecting  a  congres- 
sional caucus,  they  may  perhaps  be  willing  to  concur  with 
the  Assembly,  shd.  they  pass  Resolutions  of  the  like  tenor 
of  those  of  Maryland.  Congress,  say  these  Resolutions,  have 
rights  and  duties  respecting  the  election  of  the  President.  The 
people  likewise  possess  rights  and  duties  in  regard  to  the  same 
subject :  and  in  respect  to  the  choice  of  Electors,  the  States  re- 
spectively possess  the  exclusive  right  to  appoint  the  Electors^  in 
such  manner  as  the  Legislature  there  of  may  direct ;  but  no  Senator 
or  Representative  of  the  U.  S.  shall  be  appointed  Elector.  The 
State  Legislatures  by  the  power  to  direct  the  manner  of  choosing 
Electors,  may  prohibit  any  other  initiatory,  or  definitive,  manner 
of  choosing  such  Electors  ;  and  forbid  the  assumption  of  the  rights 
of  the  Electors  by  persons  who  are  not,  &  especially  by  such  as 
are  expressly  forbidden  to  be,  appointed  Electors.     .     .     . 

Farewell  yrs. 

R.  K. 

There  are  many  letters  until  the  close  of  the  year  between 
Mr.  King  and  his  son,  Mr.  Charles  King,  editor  of  the  Amer- 
ican, giving  the  current  reports  and  fluctuating  opinions 
upon  the  presidential  question,  and  of  the  intrigues,  es- 
pecially of  the  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford,  to  accomplish  the 
success  of  their  candidate  by  caucus  nominations  in  the 
different  .legislatures  and  particularly  by  a  congressional 
caucus.  Of  course  there  is  much  said  of  the  activity  of  his 
colleague,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  both  in  Washington  and  in  Al- 
bany to  establish  the  caucuses,  as  the  means  of  pledging 
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the  members  of  the  legislatures  to  the  nomination  of  Mr. 
Crawford,  and  through  them  to  push  the  congressional  cau- 
cus, the  assemblage  of  which  at  this  time  was  far  from  being 
assured.  The  Governor  was  closely  watched,  and  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York,  which  was  about  to  assemble,  was  to 
decide  the  question  whether  the  Legislature  was  to  continue 
to  appoint  the  Electors  or  to  give  their  choice  to  the  peo- 
ple ;  the  former  course  being  that  advocated  by  Mr,  Van 
Buren  and  his  friends.  Mr.  King's  own  opinions  relative  to 
caucuses  and  the  attempt  through  them  to  compel  the 
action  of  independent  men,  have  been  given,  and,  as  will  be 
seen,  he  earnestly,  in  the  Senate,  denounced  the  system, 
especially  for  the  nomination  of  a  presidential  candidate. 


CHAPTER  XXXIII. 

King  to  C.  King — Legislature  should  give  Choice  of  Electors  to  the  People — 
King  to  C.  King — Government  could  not  aid  the  Greeks — J.  A.  King  to 
King — Gov.  Yates'  Message  relative  to  Choice  of  Electors — King  to  Gore 
— Congress  doing  no  Work — Caucus  Plans — Lafayette — King  to  Gore — 
Disapproves  of  Scheme  called  Internal  Improvements — Questions  Wisdom 
of  written  Constitution — Adams  rejects  Proposals  of  Crawford's  Friends — 
King — Remarks — Better  to  secure  Responsibility  of  public  Officers — J.  A. 
King  to  C.  King — King's  light  Sickness — J.  A.  King  to  King — Address 
of  the  Caucus  by  Holmes  and  Van  Buren — King  to  C.  King — New  York's 
Action  would  probably  decide  the  Election — King  to  C.  King — Crawford 
an  able  and  adroit  Intriguer — King  to  C.  King — A  Convention  to  nominate 
a  President  unconstitutional — King  to  C.  King — New  York  Senate  may 
yet  give  the  Election  to  the  People — King  to  National  Intelligencer,  wath 
Sketch  of  his  Speech  on  Caucus  Presidential  Nominations — King  to  J.  A. 
King — Caucus  Power  killed  in  Albany. 


R.  King  to  C.  King, 

Jan.   I,  1S24. 

Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  The  manifestation  of  disfavor  [in  Virginia]  which  like- 
wise comes  from  other  quarters,  will  discredit  and  ought  to  defeat, 
any  measures  that  may  be  recommended  by  an  usurped,  unconsti- 
tutional &  dangerous  caucus.  How  the  keepers,  as  they  qualify 
themselves,  of  the  people  of  New  York,  will  decide  upon  this  sub- 
ject, I  do  not  pretend  to  conjecture  :  but  let  them  do  as  they 
may,  if  the  Legislature  gives  the  choice  of  Electors  to  the  people, 
it  can  be  of  no  importance.  It  is  not  a  question  who  shall  be  the 
President,  but  whether  the  people  are  to  be  free  to  decide  that 
matter  for  themselves.  The  constitution  of  the  country,  and  the 
presumed  intelligence  &  probity  of  the  people,  demand  that  the 

544 
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choice  of  Electors  be  placed  in  their  power  ;  the  allied  powers  in 
Europe,  and  their  kindred  juntas  here,  deny  that  power  of  this 
sort  can  with  safety  be  confided  to  them,  and  claim  to  direct  the 
people  what  they  may  &  may  not  do. 

R.  K. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Senate  Jany.  2,  1824. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  send  you  the  Message  of  Mr.  Monroe  respecting  the  Greeks. 
.  .  .  The  resolutions  of  S.  Carolina  manifest  a  warm  and  deep 
interest  in  favor  of  the  Greeks,  which  is  evidently  most  extensive 
throughout  the  country.  Still  I  myself  am  not  able  to  see  any 
way  in  urging  or  giving  my  consent  to  an  act  of  recognition, 
should  it  unfortunately  be  moved  in  Congress.  I  have  no  kind 
of  objection  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Cities  and  People  of  the  U. 
S.  in  favor  of  the  Greeks,  but  do  not  perceive  that  the  Govt,  of  the 
nation  can  without  hazard  go  so  far  as  in  many  quarters  it  seems 
to  be  desired  they  should  do.     .     .     . 

Yours, 

R.  K. 


J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Jamaica,  Jany.  gth,  1824, 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  By  the  papers  of  this  evening  we  have  received  Govr. 
Yates'  Speech  and  the  confirmation  of  what  was  feared,  the  elec- 
tion of  Goodale  as  Speaker  of  the  Assembly — I  have  read  the 
Message  *  very  hastily,  and  more  with  a  view  to  learn  what  was 

*  At  the  opening  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York  in  1824,  the  Governor,  ad- 
verting in  his  message  to  the  choice  of  electors  of  President  and  Vice  President, 
said  that  as  there  v^as  no  uniform  rule  on  this  subject,  one  should  be  ingrafted 
in  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  for  no  alteration  "  in  any  one  State  will 
produce  a  material  change  in  the  various  modes  now  existing  throughout  the 
union.  .  .  .  It  is  to  be  expected  that  another  opportunity  will  shortly  be 
presented  for  the  Legislature  of  this  State  to  sanction  an  amendment,  not  only 
establishing  a  uniform  rule  in  the  choice  of  electors,  but  also  securing  the  desir- 

VOL.  VI. — 35. 
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recommended  in  reference  to  the  choice  of  Electors  of  P.  &  V. 
P.  than  from  any  expectation  that  he  would,  under  the  promises 
which  have  been  held  out  to  him,  dare  to  propose  and  advocate 
as  he  otherwise  would  have  done,  the  choice  of  Electors  by  the 
people.  This  would  have  been  a  plain  course  for  him  to  take  and 
would  have  aided  much  his  re-election  ;  he  has  been  made  to  see 
other  things,  for  which  he  has  abandoned  the  votes  of  New  York 
for  those  of  the  electoral  colleges.  Should  those  who  have  prom- 
ised have  the  power,  and  with  it  the  inclination,  to  fulfil  the  pledge, 
I  hope  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  that  he  may  receive  the 
reward,  which  his  subserviency  to  their  will  deserves — a  nomina- 
tion by  a  caucus  and  a  rejection  by  the  people.  There  are  two 
avenues  through  which  the  Governor  has  been  approached  upon 
the  subject  of  presidential  Electors,  and  both  have  had  their 
weight  in  changing  the  settled  purpose  of  his  mind  in  relation 
thereto.  He  has  been  told  that  all  now  depends  upon  New  York  ; 
that  he  has  it  in  his  power,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  shall  treat 
the  subject  in  his  message,  of  preventing  the  choice  of  Electors 
being  given  to  the  people  ;  that  by  discouraging  the  alteration  of 
the  mode  at  this  time,  he  would  be  considered  as  rendering  an 
efficient  service  to  the  Republican  cause  and  its  candidates  at 
Washington,  which,  at  the  approaching  caucus,  would  neither  be 
overlooked  nor  remain  unrewarded. 

He  has  been  further  given  to  understand  that  in  case  the  caucus 
could  not  be  induced  to  nominate  him  as  V.  P.,  the  thing  which  is 
next  nearest  to  his  heart,  his  re-election  should  be  secured,  by  giv- 
ing him  the  regular  nomination  at  Albany.  His  hopes  have  been 
raised  by  the  vision  at  Washington,  and  his  fears  of  Young  & 
Sanford  have  been  diminished  by  the  promise  of  support  from  V. 
B.  and  his  friends.  He  now  thinks  himself  secure  at  home  and 
would  venture  abroad  in  quest  of  adventures  ;  not  as  Knight  but 
as  Squire.     If   Van  Buren  would  have  a  Dutch  Man  for  Vice 

able  object  of  directing  such  choice  to  be  made  by  the  people.  A  more  propi- 
tious period  of  evincing  its  propriety  and  consequently  affording  a  more  favorable 
prospect  of  obtaining  a  constitutional  number  of  States  to  assent  to  it,  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  has  not  presented  itself  since  the  organization  of  the  govern- 
ment." "  An  executive  recommendation  to  the  Legislature  to  retain  in  their 
own  hands  the  power  of  appointing  the  electors"  (Hammond's  Pol.  Hist,  of 
N.   F.,  ii.,  142). 
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President,  he  should  have  made  a  better  selection,  or  have  become 
the  candidate  himself  ;  and  then  I  think  the  Georgian  would  have 
been  well  matched.     ... 

Affectionately  yours 

John  A.  King. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 


Georgetown,  Jany.  20,  1824. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  just  rec'd  yours  of and  rejoice  to  hear  that  your 

general  Health  is  so  comfortable ;  may  it  continue  so.  As  our 
winter  has  been  mild  in  a  most  unusual  degree,  for  that  or  some 
other  cause  I  have  enjoyed  uninterrupted  health,  without  colds  or 
catarrhs,  and  as  Mr.  Rensselaer  is  a  slow  walker,  I  walk  with  him 
often  from  our  quarters  to  the  Capitol.  You  observe  by  the  Nat. 
Intelligencer  that  Congress  do  no  business  of  importance,  tho' 
they  are  busy  in  carrying  on  from  Washington  an  extensive 
presidential  correspondence,  and  are  incessantly  employed,  out  of 
Congress  in  the  preparations  to  promote  or  to  defeat  a  congres- 
sional caucus  :  it  is  still  asserted  that  this  measure  will  certainly 
take  place,  while  the  opponents  of  the  measure  say  it  will  be 
defeated. 

Whether  it  happens  or  not,  is  of  inferior  importance  to  the 
question  at  Albany  whether  the  Electors  be  chosen  by  the  people 
or  by  the  Legislature — if  by  the  former,  so  far  as  respects  that  State, 
the  caucus  will  be  of  little  importance  ;  and  without  one,  the 
Legislature  would  appoint  Electors  who  would  coincide  with  the 
views  of  the  friends  of  the  caucus  here,  whether  it  does  or  does 
not  take  place.  I  feel  but  little  concern,  who  is  chosen  Pr.,  if  the 
Electors  be  chosen  by  the  people,  but  a  choice  by  the  Legislature 
will  be  the  choice  of  the  unworthy  Juntas  who  manage  the 
Legislature  ;  so  long  as  this  shall  be  the  case,  the  people  are  not 
the  keepers  of  their  own  liberties,     ,     .     . 

Another  topic  has  presented  itself,  letters  from  Lafayette  hav- 
ing been  received  that  he  intends  visiting  the  U.  S.  This  has  be- 
come the  occasion  to  pronounce  his  eulogium  and  to  express  our 
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gratitude,  wh'  is  believed  to  require  that  the  U.  S.  should  send 
a  shif>  of  the  line  to  bring  him  to  this  country  ;  it  not  being  re- 
collected that  vessels  of  this  class  are  never  employed  for  such  a 
service,  which  is  more  conveniently  performed  in  a  frigate  or 
smaller  vessel.* 

I  remain  faithfully  yours 

R.  K. 


J.  Q.  Adams,  Memoirs. 

Extract  from  J.  Q.  Adams'  Memoirs — vi.,  p.  237 

Jany.  24,  1S24. 

"  I  told  Taylor  that  my  mind  was  made  up.  I  was  satisfied  that 
there  was  at  this  time  a  majority  of  the  whole  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  a  majority  of  the  States,  utterly  averse  to  a 
nomination  by  Congressional  caucus,  thinking  it  adverse  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution,  and  tending  to  corruption.  I  thought 
it  so  myself  ;  and  therefore  would  not  now  accept  a  Congressional 
caucus  nomination,  even  for  the  Presidency.  And  of  course  a 
nomination  for  the  Vice-Presidency,  in  co-operation  with  one  for 
Mr,  Crawford  as  President,  could  have  no  charms  for  me.  Not 
that  I  despised  the  Vice-Presidency,  nor  wished  peevishly  to  re- 
ject the  second  place  because  I  could  not  obtain  the  first  ;  but 
because  the  people  disapproved  of  this  mode  of  nomination, 
and  I  disapproved  of  it  myself." 
Jany.  27— vi.,  239. 

"  Mr.  King  said  the  course  I  had  taken  was  such  as  he  should 
have  expected  from  me,  and,  he  thought,  the  only  one  worthy  of 
me.     He  said  he  had  had  some  conversation  with  Mr.  Clay,  from 

*  On  the  21st  January,  1824,  the  House  of  Representatives  passed  unanimously 
a  resolution  reported  by  a  committee  which  had  been  appointed  to  consider  the 
proposed  visit  of  Lafayette  to  this  country,  expressing  grateful  and  affectionate 
attachment  still  felt  towards  him,  and  directing  the  President  to  hold  in  readi- 
ness a  ship  of  the  line  and  to  ask  the  Marquis  to  take  passage  therein,  whenever 
he  desired  to  visit  this  country  (A/ffia/s  of  Congress,  1823-4,  P-  201).  When 
this  resolution  was  sent  to  the  Senate,  Messrs.  Hayne,  King,  Macon,  Smith,  and 
Jackson  were  appointed  to  consider  the  subject,  and  reported  a  resolution  with 
some  modifications  on  26th  January  {Annals  of  Congress,  p.  146),  which  was 
adopted  by  the  Senate,  and  finally  by  the  House  on  29th  January  {Annals  of 
Congress,  p.  1263). 


1824]  LIFE  AND   CORRESPONDENCE.  549 

which  he  had  learnt  that  Clay  was  for  going  to  the  caucus  osten- 
sibly for  the  purpose  of  voting  it  down,  but  to  take  his  chance  of 
the  nomination  if  there  should  be  a  majority  for  it.  .  .  . 
King  is  much  dissatisfied  with  the  indications  from  the  State  of 
New  York,  and,  I  think,  does  not  yet  see  them  in  all  their 
bearings. 

January,  30, — vi.,  342. 

"  Mr.  King  spoke  of  the  state  of  affairs  in  New  York.  His 
own  views  are  in  some  respect  biassed  by  his  situation.  He  has 
been  heretofore  himself  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency.  He  had 
at  one  time  during  the  present  Administration  hopes  of  being  the 
next  in  succession.*  There  is  a  spice  of  disappointment  in  all  his 
opinions,  and  his  grounds  of  preference  now  are  too  much 
sectional.  There  is  something  peculiar  in  the  state  of  his  mind, 
for  it  is  transparent  in  his  conduct  and  discourse  that  although 
strenuous  for  the  Northern  man,  he  would,  in  the  event  of  his 
failure,  not  be  without  consolation.  King  is  one  of  the  wisest 
and  best  men  among  us.  But  his  own  ambition  was  inflamed  by 
a  splendid  success  in  early  life,  followed  by  vicissitudes  of  popular 
favor  and  hopes  deferred,  till  he  has  arrived  nearly  at  the  close  of 
his  public  career.  He  has  one  session  of  Congress  to  sit  in  the 
Senate,  but  talks  even  now  of  resigning." 


R.   King  to  C.  Gore. 

Georgetown,  Sunday,  i  Feby.,  1824. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  House  of  R.  are  now  employed  in  a  wide  and  questionable 
scheme,  of  what  is  called  internal  improvements  ;  and  it  seems 
not  unlikely,  that  the  surveys  and  examinations  wh.  the  bill 
authorizes,  will  be  approved.  The  consequence  will  be  the 
establishment  of  a  construction  of  the  Constitution,  that  will  ren- 
der the  Treasury  of  the  U.  S.  wholly  insecure  by  exposing  the 

*  There  is  nothing  in  his  papers,  or  shown  in  any  other  quarter,  that  he  had 
any  such  desire  or  even  "  hopes."  Mr.  Adams  seems  to  have  misunderstood, 
as  he  did  on  a  previous  occasion,  the  motives  that  influenced  his  conduct. 
— Editor. 
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same  to  the  combinations,  that  will  be  formed,  to  apply  the  same, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  local  demands  of  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, for  the  making  of  Roads,  Canals  &  Bridges.  The  necessary 
consequence  of  the  exercise  of  this  power,  without  check  or  limi- 
tation, must  in  the  end  be,  to  corru]:>t  the  public  councils,  and  to 
endanger  those  great  interests  the  care  of  which  are  confided 
to  the  impartiality  and  integrity  of  Congress.  To  survey  and 
explore  the  route  of  roads  &  canals  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
U.  S.  is  a  useless  &  unnecessary  business  ;  while  the  ascertain- 
ment of  the  route  of  particular  roads  or  canals,  which  it  may 
be  desirable  &  of  common  benefit  to  make  would  be  expedient, 
if  any  power  for  such  purpose  be  given  by  the  Constitution. 

On  this  subject,  I  am  disposed  to  doubt,  whether  a  written 
Constitution,  of  which  we  have  boasted,  can  alone  define  &  limit 
the  powers  of  Govn.;  be  in  fact  more  precise  than  a  Constitution 
deposited,  &  preserved,  in  rules  &  maxims  like  those  of  the  com- 
mon law,  which  tho'  unwritten  are  transmitted  from  age  to  age, 
with  almost  the  precision  of^  mathematics  or  geometry  :  numbers, 
and  diagrams  do  not  change,  but  such  is  the  imperfection,  & 
uncertainty  of  language,  that  words  &  propositions,  which 
at  one  time,  impart  a  definite  or  precise  meaning,  at  another  & 
subsequent  time  are  understood  to  mean  other  and  different 
interpretations.  Upon  this  consideration,  it  may  well  admit  of 
doubt,  whether  the  written  and  modern  Constitutions  of  one 
country  are,  upon  not  a  few  cardinal  points,  as  precise,  &  incap- 
able of  erroneous  construction,  as  the  Constitution  of  England 
found  in  the  ancient  rules  and  maxims  of  the  unwritten,  or 
common  Law. 

The  safety  of  the  right  of  election,  so  far  as  the  right  may 
be  affected  by  the  mode  of  exercising  the  same,  tho'  vital  in  our 
system,  is  exposed  to,  and  now  encounters  extreme  difficulty  :  as 
the  right  appertains  to  the  people  scattered  over  extensive  regions, 
and  there  is  no  authorized  manner,  or  means,  to  obtain  the  con- 
centration of  the  votes  ;  the  result  will  be  to  effect  that  by  corrup- 
tion, wh.  ought  to  be  brought  about  by  the  fair  operation  of  the 
elective  right.  .  .  .  The  difficulty  arising  from  the  want  of  some 
prescribed  means,  to  obtain  a  previous  concentration  of  the 
opinion  of  the  Electors  is  so  great,  that  not  only  irregular  but 
forbidden  means  are  justified,  because  it  is  only  by  a  caucus,  that 
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the  remote  Electors  are  informed  of  a  nomination,  which  they 
may  be  led  to  approve.     .     .     . 

The  friends  of  Crawford  *  have  approached  those  of  Adams 
in  hopes  of  prevailing  on  him  to  accept  the  V.  Pr.  This  has 
been  promptly  refused — the  same  means  were  employed  with 
Clay,  who  has  also,  as  is  understoood  with  equal  decision  rejected 
the  overture  ;  ''  Aut  Caesar,  aut  nullus  "  is  the  motto  of  each  and 
all. 

With  great  affection  I  am  always  &  faithfully  yours 

R.  K 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Georgetown,  Friday  evening,  Feb.  13,  1824. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  V.  B.  puts  a  bold  face  upon  affairs  and  speaks,  how- 
ever he  thinks,  that  all  is  going  on  well  both  here  and  at  Albany 
— tho',  entre  nous,  I  saw  a  letter  that  came  by  the  morning's 
mail  from  General  Root — saying  "  we  are  here  in  trouble^  and 
that  there  is  not  a  viajority  of  the  members  of  the  Legislature  in 
favor  of  any  of  the  Candidates." 

Yrs 

R.  King. 

The  Senate,  February  10,  1824,  discussed  a  bill  "  better  to 
secure  the  responsibility  of  public  officers,"  upon  which  Mr. 
King  said  : 

*  "January  29th,  1824. 
''''Memorandum. — Mr.  A.  informs  me  that  overtures  having  been  made  to 
him  by  the  friends  of  Mr.  Crawford,  f  to  withdraw  as  a  candidate  for  Pr., 
and  consent  to  be  V.  Pr. ;  that  the  same  were  rejected,  and  the  Person  who 
spoke  them  informed  me,  that  if  the  Caucus  w'd  offer  to  nominate  him  as  Pr., 
that  he  w'd  in  like  manner  reject  the  proposal.  It  is  probable  that  the  same 
thing  has  been  offered  to  Mr.  Clay  so  far  as  respects  the  V.  P.,  and  that 
the  offer  has  been  rejected  ;  if  so,  all  the  friends  of  the  candidates  except  Mr. 
Crawford  are  united  in  opposition  to  a  caucus,  wh.  is  the  main  and  only 
measure  by  wh  Mr.  Crawford  expects  to  be  elected  Pr." 

f  At  a  later  period,  March  24th,  when  these  offers  were  renewed  Mr.  Adams 
says  :  "I  told  him,  Mr.  Burton  of  North  Carolina,  that  intimations  of  a  simi- 
lar character  to  these  I  had  received  from  Mr.  Crawford's  friends,  had  since 
been  made  by  partizans  of  General  Jackson,  and  had  received  answers  sub- 
stantially the  same"  {Mem.,  vi.,  p.  266). 
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"  That  in  all  the  accounting  offices,  the  laws  j^rescribed  quali- 
fications for  the  persons  who  filled  the  offices.  Where  Congress 
has  the  right  to  create  the  offices,  it  has  also  the  right  to  prescribe 
the  requisite  character  of  the  persons  by  whom  they  are  to  be 
filled.  For  the  collection  of  revenue,  the  imposition  of  taxes, 
etc..  Congress  has  a  right  to  make  laws,  and  to  provide  for  the 
appointment  of  the  necessary  officers,  under  these  laws,  and  to 
prescribe  the  qualifications  for  them.  If  the  officer  is  created  by 
the  law,  he  is  subject  to  such  regulations  as  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress may  impose.  The  older  governments  grow,  the  more  lax 
they  are  apt  to  become  in  their  provisions  for  the  accountability 
of  their  officers.  Great  sums  of  money  must,  necessarily,  be  paid 
out,  through  individual  agents,  and  the  object  is  to  protect  the 
nation  against  the  appropriation  of  the  money  to  the  private  pur- 
poses of  the  agents.  Corruption  of  public  officers  had  been  the 
greatest  bane  of  governments.  The  fact  whether  a  person  really 
was  a  public  defaulter  or  not,  he  conceived  to  be  easily  ascertain- 
able, and,  if  he  were  so,  he  ought  not  to  be  appointed  to  any 
office.  It  had  been  the  custom,  upon  nominations  by  the  execu- 
tive, to  reject  such  as  were  known  to  be  public  defaulters.  Great 
benefit  had  resulted  from  this  practice.  In  some  cases  the  pro- 
vision of  this  bill  might  operate  against  persons  who  were  not,  in 
fact,  indebted  ;  but  those  instances  would  be  rare,  and  others, 
equally  qualified,  might  then  be  appointed  to  the  office.  On  the 
whole,  he  thought  no  great  public  disadvantage  could  arise  from 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  and,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  would  be  of 
great  benefit  to  the  Government  ;  that  bad  administration  and 
bad  morality  were  encouraged  by  laxity  in  this  respect.  If  the 
case  of  a  public  officer  were  suspicious,  it  would  always  be  better 
to  get  a  man  who  was  not  so  circumstanced." 

The  bill  was  finally  passed  by  the  Senate,  but  failed  to 
pass  the  House. 

J.  A.  King  to  C.  King. 

Georgetown,  Feby.  19,  1824. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.     .     .     My  father  has  had  a  bad  cold  for  the  last  three  days  : 

and  is  now  suffering  from  a  bad  sore  throat.     He  has  sent  for 

Dr.  Worthington  of  Georgetown  this  morning  who  prescribed  for 
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him  ...  he  has  little  or  no  fever  and  bears  his  malady  with 
great  coolness.  The  Doctor  wished  to  bleed  him,  as  he  said  his 
symptoms  indicated  that  course  of  treatment  ;  but  he  was  unwill- 
ing, because  when  bled  formerly,  it  had  produced  a  convulsion 
fit.     .     .     .  Yours  affectionately 

John  A.  King. 

J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

Jamaic.\,  March  5th,  1824. 

Dear  Sir  : 

Uncle  William  [King,  of  Maine]  whom  we  overtook  in  Balti- 
more, and  who  returned  with  us  to  New  York  is  greatly 
chagrined  by  the  address  which  the  caucus-men  published  to  the 
Democracy  of  the  Country  :  he  says  that  it  was  all  Holmes'  and 
Van  Buren's  work  ;  that  it  was  drafted  by  Holmes,  and  revised  by 
Van  Buren  ;  that  it  was  against  the  opinions  and  wishes  of  a  great 
majority  of  Crawford's  best  friends  and  supporters  in  and  out  of 
the  caucus,  and  above  all  misrepresented  the  sentiments  of  the 
man  it  was  put  forth  to  serve  ;  that  it  placed  him  in  a  most  un- 
pleasant predicament  at  home,  where  his  administration  had 
known  no  distinction  in  politics  and  where  he  had  uniformly, 
and  not  without  authority,  asserted,  that  Mr.  Crawford's  course 
in  conducting  the  affairs  of  the  government  would  be  tolerant  of 
all  sects  and  parties  ;  that  the  principles  contained  in  the  address 
could  be  explained  it  was  true,  but  that  the  necessity  of  resorting 
to  this  humiliating  office  might  well  have  been  spared  ;  seeing 
that  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  alone  could  respond  to  the 
doctrine  of  party  contained  in  it.  This  was  told  in  confidence 
to  me  and  afterwards  to  Charles  and  myself  at  Charles'  house.  .  . 

Affectionately  yours 

John  A.  King. 

A  bill  was  before  the  Senate  and  discussed  on  the  9th  of 
March  to  make  appropriations  for  four  years  for  the  pur- 
chase of  cannon,  etc.,  for  the  fortifications.  Objections 
were  made  to  this  arrangement,  many  deeming  it  better  to 
make  the  appropriation  for  only  one  year  at  a  time.  Mr. 
King  was  one  of  these  and  is  reported  to  have  said  *  : 

*  Annals  of  Congress .,  1823-4,  p.  331. 
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"  He  was  inclined  to  the  annual  appropriation,  as  furnish- 
ing more  frequent  opportunities  of  revising  this  subject  ;  he 
thought  it  one  of  great  importance.  It  might  be  expedient 
to  fortify  the  country  at  certain  exposed  points,  but  he  did 
not  believe  that  the  general  feeling  of  the  nation  was  in 
favor  of  a  general  fortification  of  the  frontiers  and  seaboard. 
The  whole  number  of  fortifications  proposed  to  be  built 
would  cost  twenty  millions  of  dollars.  He  did  not  believe 
that  the  country  ought  to  go  so  far.  Another  consideration 
was  in  this  question  :  the  support  of  a  large  standing  mili- 
tary force ;  this  was  certainly  contrary  to  the  genius  of  our 
institutions.  The  navy  furnished  a  great  arm  of  defence  ; 
but  we  had  a  still  better  reliance  in  the  stout  hearts  and 
strong  arms  of  our  countrymen  ;  arm  them  with  guns 
and  bayonets,  and  they  are  a  better  defence  than  cannon 
and  fortifications ;  this  is  the  source  to  which  we  must  look 
for  protection.  The  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  furnished  a  proof 
that  the  hearts  and  arms  of  the  yeomanry  were  a  better 
reliance  than  cannon  or  forts.  France  had  taken  the  notion 
to  fortify  her  country;  the  enemy  passed  by  her  fortifica- 
tions and  conquered  her  in  the  very  interior  of  the  country. 
She  had  no  such  militia  as  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  (Gen.  Jackson)  had  called  to  his  assistance.  The 
character  and  the  principles  of  the  people  are  what  we  must 
rely  upon.  If  the  people  are  not  armed,  give  them  muskets 
and  bayonets.  He  would  trust  to  Providence  that,  with 
these  means,  they  would  prove  themselves  not  unworthy  of 
their  fathers.  He  believed  that  with  these  means  the 
country  would  be  able  to  protect  itself  from  enemies  abroad 
and  insurrections  at  home.  He  had  no  doubt  we  should 
become  a  great  and  formidable  naval  power ;  and  to  that 
quarter  we  might  look  for  a  highly  important  means  of 
defence." 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 
Dear  Sir  :  Georgetown,  Mar.  10,  1824. 

Appearances  as  far  as  understood  tend  to  shew  that  the  Elec- 
tion Bill  will  be  rejected  by  the  Senate,  tho'  some  still  believe 
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at  Albany  otherwise  :  but  admitting  that  the  Legislature  retain 
the  power  of  choosing  the  Electors,  they  must  convene  in 
November  to  make  the  choice,  a  period  when  their  own  elections 
will  be  before  the  people,  and  when  they  will  be  less  likely  to 
choose  Electors  disapproved  by  the  people,  than  at  the  present 
time  ;  furthermore,  as  the  refusal  of  the  right  of  choosing  Elec- 
tors by  the  people  will  be  ill  received,  and  lead  thro'  the  Summer 
to  popular  meetings  throughout  the  State,  meetings  which  will  be 
excited  &  encouraged  by  similar  proceedings  in  the  other  States, 
it  will  be  at  least  uncertain  in  whose  favor  the  Electors  will  be 
chosen.  It  is  now  in  the  power  of  N.  York  to  decide  the  elec- 
tion in  favor  of  the  northern  Candidate  ;  if  instead  of  doing  so 
the  question  be  deferred  till  the  Autumn,  the  decision  of  New 
York  may  be  of  no  significance  or  avail,  as  altho'  Virginia  dis- 
likes the  northern  Candidate  her  apprehension  of  the  military 
candidate  is  the  stronger  passion,  and  should  Crawford's  case 
become,  as  it  probably  will,  desperate  in  the  course  of  four  or 
six  months,  Virginia  will  decide  the  election  in  favor  of  Mr.  A. 
and  N.  Y'k  will  be  left  at  the  tail  of  the  Union.  Is  it  not  possi- 
ble that  the  probability  of  this  result  may  be  reasonably  under- 
stood at  Albany.  R.  K. 


In  R.  King's  Handwriting  dated  March  ij,  1824. 

That  the  Spanish  colonies  are  independent  in  fact. 

That  Eng.  has  deferred  in  deference  for  Spain  to  acknowledge 
their  independence.  If  Spain  was  prepared  to  acknowledge, 
Eng.  wd.  mediate  to  obtain  com.  ad.  or  preferences  for  Spain, 
being  herself  content  to  have  equal  coml.  rights  with  all  other 
nations — this  instruction  sent  to  the  ambassador  of  Eng.  at  Mad- 
rid, and  in  reference  to  this  the  expected  answer  referred  to  by 
the  Eng.  papers  refers. 

A  treaty  between  France  and  Spain  has  been  made,  by  wh.  the 
former  employs  a  Fr.  army  in  Spain  for  its  protection  and  order, 
&  Sp.  shall  pay  to  France  34,000,000  Livres, 

The  Pr's  message  is  not  relished  by  Canning,  tho'  universally 
applauded  by  the  people  of  Engd.;  England  may  not  relish  the  anti- 
colonization  upon  the  Am.  Continent,  and  Russia  may  dislike  the 
same  more  than  England  ;  and  as  the  interference  of  boundaries 
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upon  the  shores  of  the  northern  Pacific  is  more  likely  to  affect  the 
rights  of  England  than  those  of  the  U.  S.,  it  may  have  occurred 
to  the  Eng.  Ministry  that  the  joint  negotiation  between  Eng.  and 
the  U.  S.  on  the  one  side  &  Russia  on  the  other,  might  be  pur- 
sued with  less  zeal  in  favor  of  England  by  the  Ministers  Bagot  & 
Middleton  united  in  the  negotiation,  than  if  the  same  shd.  be  con- 
sidered separately.  Mr.  Canning  suggested  this  view  to  Mr. 
Rush,  and  proposed  that  the  further  discussions  should  be  sepa- 
rately carried  on — and  this  of  course  will  become  the  course. 

Upon  the  subject  of  Mr.  Canning's  former  overtures  to  Mr. 
Rush,  respecting  a  joint  understanding  and  concert  of  measures 
respecting  the  Span.  Colonies,  and  after  the  ascertainment  of  the 
policy  of  the  U.  S.  as  announced  by  the  Pr.  message,  Mr.  Can- 
ning informed  Mr.  Rush  that  Eng.  had  communicated  to  Sp.  that 
in  his  opinion  these  Provinces  were  in  fact  independent,  that 
Eng.  out  of  regard  for  Sp.  had  delayed  to  acknowledge  their 
independence,  preferred  that  Sp.  shd.  take  the  lead  ;  but  as  mat- 
ters became  more  urgent,  that  Eng.  would  not  wait  much  longer  ; 
that  if  Sp.  decided  in  favor  of  the  policy,  that  England  would 
mediate  &c,  in  order  to  preserve  certain  advantages  for  Spain, 
reserving  to  herself  equal  coml.  rights  with  other  nations  ;  and 
at  the  last  Eng.  dates,  no  answer  had  been  reed,  from  Spain  ; 
and  that  as  matters  were  actually  situated,  it  did  not  appear 
requisite  to  pursue  their  former  communications  any  further  ;  and 
so  things  were  placed  at  the  latest  dates. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Senate  Chamber,  16  March.,  1824, 
Dear  Sir  • 

.  .  .  If  the  people  have  generally  desired  that  the  Legisla- 
ture shd.  restore  to  them  the  choice  of  Electors,  I  have  myself 
believed  that  the  measure  of  the  Senate  to  force  upon  them  Mr. 
Crawford  as  President,  would  inevitably  create  a  feeling  that  must 
defeat  the  views  of  Mr.  Crawford,  and  sink  the  influence  of  his 
supporters.  Mr.  Crawford  is  not  well  understood  unless  he  be 
regarded  as  the  most  cunning,  and  dangerous  intriguer  of  the 
U.  S.,  and  if  his  advocates  and  supporters  be  enumerated,  you 


1824]  LIFE  AND    CORRESPONDENCE.  557 

have  a  catalogue  of  the  ablest,  and  most  adroit  intriguers  through- 
out the  country  which  such  a  master  could  recruit. 

What  will  be  the  condition  of  the  people  of  the  U.  S.  under 
such  a  Chief,  assisted  by  a  band  of  such  counsellors  ? 

I  recur  to  the  suggestions  made  to  you  in  my  last  and  now  ad- 
visedly recommend  that  of  yourself  you  propose,  or  suggest,  the 
nomination  of  Adams  as  President  and  Jackson  as  V.  President : 
the  two  together  will  overwhelm  Crawford  &  Gallatin. 

R.  K. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Senate  Chamber,  23  March,  1824. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Referring  to  a  late  article  in  the  American,  I  ought  to  express 
to  you  a  decided  opinion  in  opposition  to  the  suggestion  of  the 
expediency  of  a  general  convention  to  nominate  the  President. 
Having  had  occasion  to  examine  the  Constitution  of  the  U.  S. 
relative  to  nomination  by  a  congressional  caucus,  I  have  arrived 
at  the  opinion  that  no  provision  of  it  authorizes  or  countenances 
any  general  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  concentrating  the  votes  of 
the  States  in  the  election  of  the  President :  but  as  the  incipient 
measures  for  the  presidential  election,  are  assigned  &  limited  to 
the  respective  States,  this  manner  of  beginning  the  election  ex- 
cludes every  other  manner. 

Each  State  must  appoint  the  Electors,  to  wh.  it  is  entitled, 
within  34  days  before  the  day  of  giving  their  votes.  They  are 
required  to  assemble  within  their  own  State  for  the  purpose  of 
giving  their  votes  on  the  same  day,  and  the  Electors  of  two  or 
more  States  are  not  at  liberty  to  convene  at  a  third  place  ;  and 
from  the  shortness  of  the  time  between  their  choice  &  the  exer- 
cise of  their  office,  it  becomes  impracticable  that  they  should  hold 
intercourse  with  the  Electors  of  the  other  States  ;  a  circumstance 
that  secures  them  in  some  degree  from  intrigue  &  corruption. 
The  election  of  the  Pr.,  as  it  is  one  of  the  most  important,  so  it 
is  one  of  the  most  intricate  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  in 
its  object,  except  in  the  first  stage  of  the  process,  is  assigned  to  the 
States  acting  in  their  federal  equal  capacity.  For  this  reason, 
measures  which  may  be  employed  in  the  several  States,  under 
regulations  and   provisions  of   simple,  and  single   sovereignties. 


558  RUFUS  KING.  [1824 

could  not  be  adopted  in  the  balanced  system  of  the  Constitution 

of  the  U.  S. — a  compact  between  the  States,  \vh.  contains  special 

provisions  whereby  the  executive,  legislative  and  judicial  officers 

must  be  appointed. 

Because  Conventions  may  be,  and  are,  held  to  nominate  State 

officers  it  does  not  hence  result  that  they  may  be  held  in  order  to 

concentrate  the  opinion,  of  the  States,  relative  to  the  election  of 

any  officer  of  the  U.  S. 

RuFus  King. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Georgetown,  Monday  Evg.,  25  March,  1824. 
Dear  Sir  : 

We  yesterday  received  the  news  from  Albany.  Those  who  be- 
lieved that  the  rejection  of  the  Election  Bill,  was  equivalent  to 
the  certainty  of  the  choice  of  Crawford  Electors,  estimate  the  in- 
formation as  the  pledge  of  30  electoral  votes  for  the  Treasury 
Candidate  ;  but  on  the  presumption  that  the  people  have  actually 
desired  the  restoration  of  the  choice  of  the  Electors,  and  that  this 
sentiment  has  occasioned  some  zeal  to  be  gratified,  the  ungracious 
refusal  would  make  the  election  of  a  popular  candidate  uncertain, 
and  by  the  influence  of  the  press,  of  popular  meetings  during 
the  Summer,  the  courage  of  the  Senators  will  be  put  to  a  severe 
trial  at  their  meeting  in  November. 

Perhaps  the  immediate  effect  may  be  so  considerable,  that  a  Bill 
may  be  passed  before  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  giving 
the  choice  to  the  people  ;  unless  the  opposition  to  the  course, 
which  is  counselled  from  this,  and  pursued  at  Albany,  be  much 
less  than  we  have  believed  it  to  have  been,  the  Legislature  may 
probably  yet  pass  the  Law.  Tho'  I  confess  that  the  temper  which 
the  vote  to  postpone  manifests,  tho'  enfeebled  by  the  previous 
vote  to  refer  the  election  to  the  people,  looks  somewhat  discour- 
aging that  a  revision  may  still  occur.     .     .     . 

R.  K. 

On  March  18,  1824,  in  the  debate  upon  postponing  the 
Constitutional  amendments,  Mr.  King  delivered  an  address 
in  which  he  denounced  a  Congressional  caucus  for  the  nomina- 
tion'of  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency.     He  was  requested  by 
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the  editors  of  the  National  Intelligencer  to  prepare  a  sketch 
of  his  remarks  for  pubHcation  in  the  report  of  the  debate 
which  they  proposed  to  publish.  He  excused  himself  by 
saying  that  being  at  the  time  so  engaged  in  the  finance  com- 
mittee he  would  be  unable  to  do  so  in  the  time  proposed,  but 
would  do  so  at  his  leisure  and  furnish  the  sketch  to  them. 
They  did  not  wait,  but,  as  he  says  in  a  letter  to  C.  King,  they 
presented  his  speech  "  in  their  own  way,  which  was  not 
mine." 

In  the  same  letter,  he  writes  : 

"  The  whole  amendments  were  indefinitely  postponed  by  a 
vote  of  30  to  13.,  and  as  De  Wolf  observed  to  me  and  V.  B., 
addressing  himself  to  the  latter,  as  we  were  leaving  the  Senate, 
*we  have  thrown  King  Caucus  overboard.'  " 

It  was  not  until  March  31st  that  he  sent  the  draft  of  his 
speech  to  the  editors  of  the  Intelligencer,'^  with  the  follow- 
ing preliminary  remarks,  which  were  published  with  it : 

"  March  31st,  1824. 

"Mr.  K  of  N.  Y  has  not  had  leisure  since  the  debate  of  the 
Senate  of  the  18.  instant,  a  report  of  which  was  published  in 
the  Intelligencer  of  the  24h.  instant,  sooner  to  prepare  a  sketch  of 
the  opinion,  which  led  to  the  remarks  which  he  delivered  to  the 
Senate  in  that  debate  ;  he  now  sends  the  same  to  the  editors 
of  the  Intelligencer. 

"  To  such  parts  of  their  report  of  the  24th.  as  contains  the 
observations  made  on  the  occasion  by  some  junior  members  of 

*  R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Georgetown,  April  6,  1824. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Gates  has  printed  my  remarks  with  more  care  than  usual.  The  rebuke  which 
I  deemed  it  proper  to  make  upon  the  observations  which  were  made  by  Noble 
and  Himes,  not  having  been  heard,  if  they  were  expressed,  in  the  debate,  I 
could  reply  to  them  in  no  way,  better  than  by  the  note,  which  I  sent  to  the 
Editors  with  a  request  that  it  should  precede  my  remarks  in  the  Senate.  This 
also  afforded  me  an  opportunity  of  expressing  my  determination  to  retire  from 
the  Senate  at  the  end  of  the  next  .Session.  I  could  have  wished  to  have  de- 
bated some  of  the  points,  but  had  I  made  my  remarks  longer  they  wd.  not 
have  been  read.  R.   King. 
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the  Senate,  it  may  be  remarked  that  observations  of  this  character, 
are  so  contrary  to  the  usual  decorum  &  mutual  deference  which 
in  all  former  times  have  distinguished  the  debates  of  the  Senate, 
it  may  be  hoped  that  like  observations  may  not  be  imitated  in 
future  debates  of  this  body.  While  this  anticipation  is  indulged 
by  the  oldest  member  of  the  Senate,  not  in  his  own  behalf,  as  he 
will  retire  at  the  close  of  the  present  Congress,  but  from  the  long 
&  habitual  attachment  &:  respect  which  he  must  always  desire  to 
cherish  for  this  distinguished  &  respected  body."  * 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Senate  Chamber,  Apl.  3,  1824. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  ,  At  Albany  the  caucus  power  if  not  dissolved,  is  greatly 
distracted  :  of  which  I  have  the  proof  in  V.  B's  alarm,  manifested 
by  an  overdone  effect  to  appear  well  satisfied. 

Lt.  Gov.  Root  wrote  to  me  a  week  ago  a  letter,  which  I  con- 
strued into  a  misgiving  in  his  expectation  of  the  success  of 
Crawford.  In  a  reply  of  today,  I  say  we  understand  that  great 
difficulties  exist  in  the  wigwam  at  Albany,  but  that  such  is  the 
necessity  here  for  the  services  of  the  Leader,  who  could  put 
things  in  order  at  Albany,  that  he  cannot  be  spared  :  so  that  his 
deputies  must  correct  what  they  have  unskillfully  managed  in  the 
necessary  absence  of  the  master. 

R.  K. 
*  For  speech  see  Appendix  VIII. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV. 

King's  Country  Life — To  P.  Mellen — Death  of  his  Sister — C.  King  to 
King — Effect  of  Young's  Nomination  for  Governor  by  Caucus — King  to 
C.  King — Lowrie's  Attempt  to  injure  Jackson — Wheaton  to  King — Re- 
moval of  De  Witt  Clinton  from  Canal  Commission — King  to  J.  A.  King — 
N.  Edwards' Charge  against  Crawford — King  to  J.  A.  King — Action  of  the 
Committee — Effect  on  Caucus  Men — King  to  Edwards — Should  obey  the 
Summons — King  to  C.  King — Removal  of  Clinton  Condemned — Golds- 
borough  to  King — Approves  Anti-Caucus  Speech — Regrets  King's  intended 
Retirement  from  Public  Life — King  on  the  Edwards  Inquiry — Conclusion 
of  it — Col.  Miller — King — Senate  Ratification  of  Convention  with  G. 
Britain — Circumstances  connected  with  it — Crawford's  Action  relative  to 
the  Convention — King  to  Gore — Legislation  on  Public  Improvements  may 
be  a  Cause  of  Corruption — Convention  with  G.  Britain — Lafayette's  Visit  to 
the  United  States — King  to  C.  King — Action  of  Committees  of  Congress 
slow — Amount  of  Compensation  to  Lafayette  likely  to  be  Adopted — Action 
of  Congress — King  to  C.  King — Lafayette  accepts — Views  on  the  Presi- 
dential Canvass — King — Changed  Relations  with  Van  Buren. 

In  the  midst  of  his  public  engagements  at  Washington, 
Mr.  King  found  time  to  write  m.any  letters  to  his  son  John, 
living  near  him  at  Jamaica,  relative  to  the  management  of 
garden  and  farm  and  the  choice  Devon  cattle,  of  which  the 
first  had  been  imported  years  before  from  England  and 
which  he  had  since  carefully  bred.  Indeed  to  the  end  of 
his  life,  he  loved  the  country,  the  flowers,  the  shrubs  and 
trees  of  which  he  had  brought  together  very  many  varieties, 
the  birds  which  were  always  protected  against  intruders, 
and  all  animal  life,  a  dog,  or  a  cow,  or  a  well  bred  horse. 
Though  he  lived  alone  since  the  death  of  his  wife,  his  coun- 
try home  was  the  place  where  his  happiest  hours  were  passed 
and  in  which,  at  the  end  of  his  senatorial  career,  he  expected 
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to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  life,  for  he  had  already  given 
notice  of  his  intention  then  to  retire  from  public  life. 

About  this  time  he  received  a  letter  announcing  the  death 
of  one  of  his  sisters,  which  he  acknowledged  in  the  following 
terms : 

R.  King  to  Prentiss  Mellen. 

Washington,  Aprl  10,  1824. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Be  good  enough  to  accept  my  thanks  for  your  letter  of  the 
second  instant.  The  event  which  it  communicates  was  not  wholly 
unexpected,  as  my  sister's  malady  has  been  severe  and  of  late  has 
been  regarded  as  incurable.  The  order  has  been  interrupted  by 
the  death  of  this  worthy  and  exemplary  woman  ;  it  was  naturally 
to  have  been  expected  that  she  would  have  survived  me,  as  I  was 
her  senior.  The  interval  cannot  be  long  before  we  may  reunite 
again;  I  may  remain  here  a  short  time  longer,  but  I  am  admon- 
ished to  withdraw  from  public  service,  which  I  shall  do  at  the  next 
session  of  Congress.  Poor  Thatcher  !  I  deplore  the  misfortune 
(a  paralytic  stroke)  which  has  befallen  him.  We  are  bound  to 
submit,  but  I  earnestly  hope  that  the  transition  may  be  neither 
sudden  nor  lingering.  With  great  Respect  and  Regard, 
I  am,  dear  Sir,  your  most  obedt.  Servt. 

RuFus  King. 

To  return  again  to  the  consideration  of  the  events  which 
were  so  agitating  the  members  of  Congress,  to  the  neglect 
of  the  business  of  the  country,  the  canvass  of  the  prospects 
of  the  candidates  for  the  Presidency,  and  the  attempts  by 
the  friends  of  individual  candidates  to  forward  their  success, 
the  letters  of  Mr.  King  present  in  his  almost  daily  corre- 
spondence with  his  son,  the  Editor  of  the  American,  a  fair 
summary  of  the  current  phases  of  opinion.  It  would  require 
much  space  to  record  them  here,  but  there  are  some  state- 
ments, which  represent  his  views  as  to  men  and  their 
apparent  motives,  which  it  may  be  proper  to  present  here 
as  part  of  the  history  of  the  times. 


1824]  LIFE  AND   CORRESPONDENCE.  563 

•  C.  King  to  R.  King. 

New  York,  April  5,  1824. 
Dear  Sir  : 

You  will  see  that  the  caucus,  have  nominated  Young  &  Root. 
I  am  myself  at  a  loss  to  say  what  it  argues,  tho'  arriving  at  the 
same  moment  with  your  letter  of  2  April  which  refers  to  efforts 
making  to  induce  a  co-operation  between  the  friends  of  Crawford 
&  Clay,  it  strikes  me  as  confirming  that  idea.  Young  and  his 
friends  have  been  decidedly  anti-Crawford  &  rather  Clayish  ;  the 
condition  of  his  nomination  may  however  be  that  Crawford  is  to 
be  supported  by  his  friends.  This  nomination  will  at  any  rate 
augment  the  present  political  confusion.  Many  of  the  supporters 
of  Jackson,  &  who  are  at  all  events  opponents  of  Crawford,  mean 
to  abide  by  the  caucus  nomination  of  Young  &  Root,  and  it  will 
be  altogether  a  queer  war.  As  yet  matters  are  in  a  state  to  render 
it  difficult  to  say  whether  we  are  losers  or  gainers  by  this  nomina- 
tion, tho'   I   fear  the   former.     We  mean  however  to   fight  the 

battle  out. 

Yours  Truly 

Chas.  King. 


On  April  9th  he  writes  : 

*' I  observe  that  you  take  notice  of  the  matter  of  Lowrie  ;  * 
hitherto  I  have  thought  favorably  of  him  ;  but  he  has  become  so 

*  On  March  nth,  Mr.  King  had  written  to  Mr.  C.  King,  an  account  of  the 
attempt  of  Senator  Lowrie  to  discredit  General  Jackson  in  Pennsylvania,  by 
stating  that  at  the  time  Mr.  Monroe  was  elected  President,  General  Jackson 
had  written  to  him  to  advise  him  to  be  "  the  President  of  the  nation  .  .  .  and 
to  be  this  should  call  to  his  cabinet  two  federalists  and  two  republicans,"  and 
that  the  President  answered  this  by  approving  the  policy,  but  expressing  the 
reason  why  it  would  be  inexpedient.  It  is  not  possible  to  give  the  details  of 
this  proceeding,  which  may  be  found  in  the  contemporary  publications,  but  it 
may  be  said  that  Jackson's  letter  was  one  recommending  Colonel  Drayton  an 
old  comrade  as  Secretary  of  War,  but  contained  no  advice  such  as  Lowrie  had 
reported.  "  It  was  an  attempt  to  discredit  Jackson  by  attributing  to  him  a  dis- 
position to  do  away  with  all  parlies."  Mr.  King  further  says,  "while  the 
general  tone  of  the  letter  will  reflect  honor  upon  Jackson,  it  will  prove  embar- 
rassing to  Lowrie  and  his  counsellor,  and  cannot  be  injurious  to  the  General  in 
Pennsylvania."     Mr.  Van.  Buren  was  supposed  to  be  the  counsellor. 
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much  of  a  zealot  in  favor  of  the  caucus  nomination  of  Crawford 
&  Gallatin,  that  he  has,  as  I  think,  adopted  the  course  which  he 
has  now  taken,  in  the  belief  that  he  may  affect  the  standing  of 
Jackson  ;  and  what  is  quite  as  improbable,  promote  the  interest 
of  Crawford.  Neither  the  Pr.  nor  Genl.  Jackson  will  gratify  Mr. 
Lowrie  with  any  reply  or  notice  :  the  standing  of  the  former  re- 
strains him  from  taking  part  in  difficulties  like  those  of  wh.  Mr. 
Lowrie  complains,  and  the  latter  has  more  discretion  than  to  be 
drawn  into  disputes  of  this  character. 

Private.  I  am  much  inclined  to  believe  that  V.  B.  has  con- 
tributed to  lead  Lowrie  into  the  course  wh.  he  has  pursued,  & 
that  Gallatin's  nomination  was  effected  by  V.  B.,  in  the  belief  that 
it  would  gratify  Pennsylvania,  and  have  a  favorable  influence 
there  in  promoting  the  interest  of  Crawford  ;  another  considera- 
tion operated  in  favor  of  Gallatin.  Lowrie  is  by  birth  a  foreigner  ; 
and  came  with  his  father  in  infancy  to  this  country  ;  he  therefore 
feels,  as  foreigners  generally  feel,  dissatisfaction  in  the  preference, 
that  is  commonly  expressed  in  favor  of  a  native  citizen  ;  if  Gal- 
latin should  be  elected  V.  Pr.,  and  furthermore  should  he,  by  the 
death  of  Crawford,  attain  even  temporarily  to  the  office  of  Pr.,  it 
would  gratify  in  a  peculiar  manner  every  person  in  Mr.  Lowrie's 
situation. 

R.  K, 

H.  Wheaton  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  April  12,  1824. 
Mv  DEAR  Sir  : 

I  had  the  pleasure  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  6th  &  also  your 
Speech  on  "  the  Central  Power."  I  have  read  it  with  great  pleas- 
ure, &  am  convinced  that  if  anything  will  open  the  eyes  of  the 
People  it  must  be  the  parting  counsels  of  one  who  has  so  long 
observed  the  operations  of  this  Government.     .     .     . 

The  Senate  sent  us  this  morning  a  vote  to  remove  De  Witt 
Clinton  as  a  Canal  Commissioner,  just  as  we  were  on  the  point  of 
adjourning.  This  was  a  contrivance  of  the  faction  to  fix  on  us 
the  imputation  of  partiality  to  him.  They  believed  we  should 
vote  against  it.  But  they  were  much  mortified  to  find  that  the 
most  conspicuous  members  on  our  side  of  the  House  voted  for 
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the  Resolution.     The  gun  missed  fire,  as  many  of  their  own  men 
voted  against  it.* 

Yours  respectfully 

H.  Wheaton. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Georgetown,  19  Apl  1824. 
Dr.  Sir  : 

.     .     .     The  H  of  R.  have  been  to-day  agitated  by  a  letter  from 

Mr  Edwards  f  lately  appointed  to  Mexico,  who  on  his  arrival  at 

the  River  Ohio,  on  his  way  home,  had  drawn  up  a  charge,  which 

he  has  addressed  to  the  speaker  of  the  House  of  R,  against  Mr, 

Crawford.     Mr  Edwards  avows  himself  to  be  the  author  of  the 

A.    B.    Publications,  against  the  secretary  of  the   Treasury,   of 

the  former  session,  and  desires  that  they  may  be  now  rec'd  as 

portion  of  the  charges  that  he  now  makes  to  the  H  of  R  ag't  this 

officer,  concluding  his  complaint  with  a  number  of  specifications. 

I  understand  that  the  complaint  is  ordered  to  be  referred  to  a 

committee  with  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers.     As  this 

affair  has  occurred  just  before  the  expected  adjournment,  it  must 

*  Mr.  Clinton,  who  had  been  the  promoter  of  the  Erie  and  Champlain  canals, 
had  devoted  himself  faithfully  and  gratuitously  to  the  work  of  their  construc- 
tion, had  been  and  was  at  this  time  the  "  President  of  the  board  of  commission- 
ers, a  majority  of  whom  were  his  political  opponents.  No  malconduct  was 
charged  and  insinuated  against  him,  as  canal  commissioner  "  ;  and  yet,  "  on  the 
last  day  of  the  session  of  the  Legislature  ...  a  resolution  was  submitted  for 
his  removal  from  his  office.  It  was  acted  on  without  a  moment's  delay,  all  the 
Senators  save  three  voted  in  the  affirmative."  In  the  Assembly  it  was  instantly 
passed  by  a  vote  of  64  to  34. — Hammond  Pol.  Hist,  of  N.   V.,  11-159. 

f  The  nomination  of  Mr.  Ninian  Edwards  as  Minister  to  Mexico,  Mr.  King 
says  in  a  letter  to  C.  King,  Feby  21,  1824,  "  has  excited  much  dissatisfaction 
among  the  caucussites,  who  impute  to  Mr.  Monroe  the  want  of  friendship  for 
Mr.  Crawford  in  their  expression  of  confidence  in  the  A.  B.  charges  of  last 
year  against  the  head  of  the  Treasury.  .  .  .  An  effort  will  be  made,  and 
fail,  to  defeat  the  appointment  of  Governor  Edwards." 

He  was  confirmed  as  Minister  by  the  Senate  by  a  large  vote,  and  after  his 
instructions  were  made  out  and  while  he  was  on  his  way  to  his  post,  he  drew 
up  a  paper,  addressed  to  the  House  of  Representatives  "  defensive  of  himself 
against  a  charge  contained  in  a  report  made  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Crawford 
since  Edwards  left  Washington." — y.  Q.  Adams  Mem.,  vi.,  296;  Benton's 
Thirty  Years  View. 
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give  rise  to  perplexity,  and  it  ma)-  be  feared  to  a  little  less  moder- 
ation than  could  be  desired.  Our  presidential  affairs  are  without 
material  change,  V.  B.  says  all  things  are  going  well  for  Crawford, 
but  he  sees  what  I  cannot.  Jackson  continues  to  observe  & 
maintain  the  dignified  course  which  he  has  done  throughout  our 
session,  and  has  certainly  given  not  a  few  proofs  of  his  firmness 
and  of  capacity  beyond  what  was  anticipated. 

R.  K. 

The  Committee  of  the  House  reported  that  they  had  is- 
sued a  process  requiring  Mr.  Edwards  to  attend  before  them, 
and  had  sent  it  after  him  by  a  messenger  ;  the  House  ordered 
their  proceedings  communicated  to  the  President. 

R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

April  21,  1824. 

Dear  Sir  : 

This  proceeding  (the  action  of  the  Committee)  will  arrest  Ed- 
wards' mission  to  Mexico  ;  indeed  it  will  not  be  extraordinary, 
considering  the  importance  of  his  charges  to  his  own  reputation  & 
safety  in  case  of  his  failing  to  sustain  them,  if  he  offers  his  com- 
mission to  the  Pr.  immediately  on  his  arrival  at  Washington. 

All  this  shews  that  a  question  of  great  consequence  is  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  House,  that  the  parties  who  are  to  be 
affected  by  it,  are  drawn  into  deep  waters,  and  that  reputation  & 
safety  on  the  side  of  the  accuser,  or  accused,  will  be  exposed  to 
imminent  peril. 

I  have  not  been  able  to  see,  and  observe  the  countenances  and 
manners  of  the  friends  of  Mr  Crawford  on  this  occasion,  nor  to 
judge  of  the  effect  upon  the  caucus  men  of  these  proceedings  ; 
which  are  of  a  grave  character,  and  seem  inevitably  to  lead  to 
consequences  more  decisive  than  we  are  accustomed  to.  If  I  do 
not  mistake  the  caucus  men  cannot  gain,  but  may  lose  by  such 
measures  :  if  the  proceedings  are  protracted,  they  must  affect  the 
reputation  of  Mr  C.  and  with  the  greatest  caution,  rumours  will 
circulate,  &  conjectures  will  be  formed,  that  must  be  injurious  to 
Mr  C.  So  at  this  moment  the  subject  may  be  regarded  ;  a  few 
days  may  enable  us  to  form  a  more  correct  opinion. 

RuFUS  King. 
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R,  King  to  N.  Edwards. 

Senate  Chamber,  Apl.  21,  1824, 
Dr.  Sir  : 

Without  knowing  the  opinion  of  others  I  think  it  right  to  lose 
no  time  in  apprising  you  of  my  own,  that  the  Committee  of  the 
House  ought  to,  and  probably  will,  require  your  attendance 
before  them,  on  the  matter  of  your  letter  to  the  Speaker  from 
Wheeling,  and  that  your  reputation  &  safety  make  it  necessary 
that  you  should  without  hesitation  or  delay  obey  this  summons. 

Reflect  that  unless  the  charges  in  your  letter  be  made  good, 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  may  state,  the  same  to  be  false  & 
calumnious  ;  a  result  that  would  be  wholly  insufferable.* 

With  friendly  sentiments 
I  am  Dr.  Sir,  yr.  ob.  Serv. 

RuFUS  King. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Apl.  21,  1824. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  Politics  &  Parties  of  N.  Y.  are  in  great  confusion,  and 
I  should  be  better  satisfied  could  I  think  that  our  friends  had 
done  nothing  to  produce  the  disorder — The  course  of  the  friends 
of  the  electoral  Law  was  so  plain  that  I  am  surprised  it  should 
have  been  lost  sight  of.  The  opposition  to  the  fair  claim  of  the 
people  was  so  certain  to  give  influence  to  the  friends  of  the 
electoral  Law,  that  it  seems  unaccountable  that  they  shd.  have 
forfeited  their  good  name  in  a  case  which  afforded  them  the 
opportunity  of  acquiring  additional  reputation,  if  they  had  stood 
up  in  their  places  and  observed  that  tho.  they  shd.  not  propose 
to  bestow  power  or  honor  upon  Mr.  Clinton,  they  would  not 
allow  those,  who  desired  to  gratify  their  animosity,  to  avail  them- 
selves of  this  temper,  to  force  them  into  measures  that  all  men 
of  moderation  must  condemn  ;  &  therefore  that  they  wd.  not  join 
in  a  vote  to  remove  Mr.  Clinton  without  cause.  The  public 
feeling  everywhere  condemns  the  removal  of   Mr.  Clinton,  and 

*  Copy  of  letter  I  wrote  &  sent  on  20th  of  Apl.  by  mail,  having  first  showed 
it  to  Mr.  Cook,  Mr.  Mills  and  Mr.  Calhoun,  each  of  wh.  approved.     R.  K. 
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will  I  fear  have  the  effect  of  destroying  the  discrimination  be- 
tween the  friends  &  enemies  of  the  electoral  Law. 

It  will  not  surprize  me  if  the  real  object  of  our  friends  in 
obtaining  a  convention  at  Utica  will  not  be  disappointed  by  this 
mistake,  and  that  shd.  be  cause  to  apprehend  that  the  Utica  con- 
vention may  nominate  Mr.  Clinton  for  Gov.  &  perhaps  Jackson 
&  Calhoun  as  Pr.  &  V.  Pr. 

Should  this  happen  your  determination  may  not  be  incorrect  ; 
and  abstinence  at  least  from  State  Politics  may  be  eligible.     .     .     . 

R.  K. 


ROBT.  H.    GOLDSBOROUGH    TO    R.  KiNG. 

Myrtle  Grove,  Aprl.  21,  1824. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

,  .  .  Your  last,  covering  the  paper  contg.  your  remarks  in 
the  Senate  upon  a  late  occasion  gave  me  great  pleasure,  and  I 
am  happy  to  say,  I  hear  but  one  opinion  expressed  upon  the 
subject.*  All  agree  that  you  have  treated  it  in  a  most  command- 
ing and  able  manner,  that  you  viewed  it  in  new  lights  and  that 
your  whole  course  on  this  occasion  was  worthy  of  yourself  and 
of  one  of  the  revered  fathers  of  the  fedl.  Constitution. 

I  sincerely  regret  your  contemplated  retirement,  but  as  you 
have  determined  on  it  you  cd.  not  have  left  a  better  memorial 
behind  you  than  your  unanswerable  exceptions  to  that  infernal 
"  Central  Power,"  whose  continued  growth  wd.  unquestionably 
derange  the  whole  system  of  our  Govt.  I  am  disposed  to  believe. 
Sir,  that  you  have  planted  a  principle  of  resistance  agt.  an  abuse, 
or  rather  an  usurpation,  that  will  grow.  I  think  the  Amern. 
People  will  cherish  it,  and  that,  coupled  with  your  name,  it  will 
be  regarded  in  after  times  as  one  of  the  happiest  stands  ever 
made  by  the  wisdom  and  firmness  of  Amern.  Statesmen  in  defence 
of  the  fair  and  just  principles  of  the  federal  Constitution. 

Wishing  you,  my  dear  Sir,  the  enjoyment  of  health  and  happi- 
ness, I  beg  you  to  be  assured  of  my  highest  respect  and  most 

faithful  friendship. 

Sincerely  yrs. 

Rob.  H.  Goldsborough. 

*  See  Speech,  Appendix,  viii. 
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The  opinion  of  Mr.  King  on  the  character  of  the  enquiry 
in  the  Edwards  matter  that  it  should  be  thorough  as  the 
estabUshment  or  non-establishment  of  the  charges  would 
ruin  the  character  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  parties  impli- 
cated, is  very  clearly  manifested.  Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  writes 
in  his  Memoirs  May  3d,  1824.* 

Mr.  King  in  a  conversation  with  him  says: 

"  The  issue  of  the  whole  depends  on  the  firmness  and  incor- 
ruptible integrity  of  Webster,  (one  of  the  Committee)  who  told 
him  that  he  was  determined  there  should  be  a  thorouafh  investi- 
gation  of  the  subject.  King,  at  Webster's  desire,  has  written  to 
Mason,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  to  R.  Stockton,  of  New  Jersey 
to  ask  a  free  communication  of  their  views  as  to  the  propriety 
of  a  complete  investigation.  .  .  .  King  plainly  told  Webster 
that  it  depended  upon  him  whether  this  affair  should  be  laid 
open  in  all  its  true  colors,  or  smothered  as  it  has  been  twice 
before.  King  says  that  Van  Buren  told  him  that  General 
McArthur,  one  of  the  members  of  the  Committee,  had  said  to 
a  third  person  that  he  had  examined  all  the  documents,  and 
satisfied  himself  that  Mr.  Crawford  was  a  perfectly  honest  man." 

In  a  memorandum,  which  follows,  Mr.  King  relates  some 
interesting  facts  relative  to  this  controversy. 

In  handwriting  of  R.  K. 

May  7th,  1824. 
Reed,  by  the  mail  to-day  a  letter  of  Rd.  Stockton  in  answer 
to  mine  asking  his  opinion  of  the  mode  of  proceeding  wh.  shd. 
be  observed  by  the  Edwards'  Committee  of  Enquiry.  The  letter 
conjectures  that  the  Committee  will  make  a  general  and  unsatis- 
factory Report,  and  that  Webster  is  the  only  person  who  will  be 
likely  to  pursue  the  investigation  thoroughly  and  to  make  a 
Report  wh.  may  enable  the  community  to  make  up  an  opinion 
on  the  charges.  I  enclosed  the  letter  to  Webster,  who  returned 
it  to  me  in  the  H.  of  R.  with  the  remark,  that  Mr.  Stockton  was 
mistaken  in  respect  to  the  Comee.,  a  majority  of  whom  were  in 
favor  of  making  a  thorough  examination. 

*  Vol.  vi.,  317. 
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In  the  evening  at  Col.  Taylor's,  met  with  Mr.  Secretary  Adams, 
— spoke  freely  respecting  the  Edwards'  Committee — he  said  that 
he  had  no  doubt  of  the  tenor  and  import  of  the  conversation  be- 
tween him  &:  Edwards  respecting  the  writer  of  A.  B.,  that  a  similar 
conversation  took  place  between  Edwards  &  Mr.  Reed  of  Mass., 

who  also  lodged  at  the  same  quarters  with  Edwards  of ;  that 

the  A.  B.  publication  being  anonymous,  Reed  had  told  him,  Mr. 
Adams,  that  talking  of  the  author  of  A.  B.,  Edwards,  to  the  in- 
quiry whether  he  was  the  writer,  in  a  kind  of  badinage,  observed 
that  he  might  not  be,  or  was  not,  the  writer  ;  the  publication  con- 
tained the  truth  &c,  leaving  Reed  to  conclude  that  Edwards  was, 
and  did  not  mean  to  deny  that  he  was  the  writer.  Cook  of 
Illinois  told  me  to-day  that  whatever  passed  between  Edwards  & 
Noble  had  no  effect  on  his  vote,  and  that  he  would  now  say  so.  I 
asked  Adams  whether  the  Pr.  had  appeared  to  take  any  part 
respecting  the  A.  B.  publication  ?  Mr.  A.  said  that  he  did  not 
believe  that  he  had  ever  read  it,  tho'  he  might  have  heard  of  it,  and 
that  in  deliberating  about  the  Mexican  mission,  the  reflection  that 
Edwards'  appointment  on  acct.  of  A.  B.  might  be  supposed  to  have 
occurred,  tho'  he  probably  had  not  formed  any  opinion  in  favor 
of  or  otherwise,  of  Edwards  on  acct.  of  this  A.  B.  publication  ; 
that  from  the  constant  employment  of  Mr.  Monroe,  he  was  not 
able  to  read  newspapers  ;  and  in  respect  to  the  measures  of  the 
heads  of  Departments,  that  in  giving  his  consent  to  &  approbation 
of  such  measures,  it  must  be  given  from  confidence  in  the  officer  & 
not  from  any  examination  in  detail  ;  that  this  must  have  been  the 
case  in  his  approbation  of  the  measures  respecting  the  western 
Banks  and  the  Receivers  of  the  public  money  ;  that  he,  Mr. 
Adams,  had  read  and  examined  the  charges  made  by  Edwards 
agt.  Crawford,  and  had  carefully  gone  thro'  this  document,  wh.  in 
his  opinion,  most  fully  supported  the  charges  ;  indeed  that  he 
had  never  seen  so  full  and  complete  proof  in  any  case  ;  that  he 
much  doubted  whether  Crawford  had  not  left  the  management  of 
these  affairs  to  Dickens,  and  in  the  Reports  made  to  the  House 
had  not  trusted  to  him,  without  having  the  mass  of  the  money 
transactions  distinct  in  his  own  mind. 

Mr.  Adams,  in  his  Memoirs,  vi.,  355  says,  May  25th. 

"  Plumer  spoke  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  investigation. 
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.  ,  .  It  admits  all  the  facts  charged  by  Edwards,  but  acquits 
Mr.  Crawford  of  all  evil  intention,  explicitly  states  that  the  charge 
of  having  mismanaged  the  finances  is  not  supported  by  the  evi- 
dence, and  exhibits  from  beginning  to  end  a  prevailing  bias  in  his 
favor.  It  abstains,  however,  from  expressing  an  opinion  against 
Mr.  Edwards — which  is  more  than  I  expected."  * 


R.  King  to  C.  King  New  York. 

Georgetown,  D.  C,  22d.  May,  1824. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  Senate  has  advised  the  Ratification  of  the  Convention  with 
Great  Britain  for  the  suppression  of  the  Slave  Trade  upon  con- 
ditions that  will  defeat  the  same  ;  in  other  words  they  have  re- 
jected it. 

Yrs.,  R.  K. 
Entre  nous  this  rejection  of  the  Convention  in  my  belief  is  pro- 
duced by  the  presidential  Election. 

R.  K. 
In  another  letter  May  23,  Mr.  King  says  : 

"  The  convention  after  suffering  amputation,  and  receiving  an 
article  reserving  the  Right  of  Reservation  upon  six  months  notice, 
will  be  ratified  by  the  President.  Whether  G.  Br,  will  also  ratify 
may  be  uncertain  ;  the  Crawfordites  with  V.  B.  &  Holmes  at  their 
head  effected  the  alterations  ;  and  in  the  end  voted  to  reject  the 
same  :   but  2/3  of  the  Senate  were  in  favor  of  a  ratification." 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adams  {Mem.,  vi.,  350)  refers  to  the  opinions  of 
Mr.  King  on  the  adoption,  by  the  Senate,  of  the  Conven- 
tion with  Great  Britain  relative  to  the  abolition  of  the  slave 
trade. 

*  "  The  House  dispatched  the  Sergeant  at  arms  ;  Edwards  was  overtaken 
fifteen  hundred  miles  from  Washington  and  brought  back.  He  failed  to  sustain 
the  charges,  and  Crawford  was  exonerated  ;  though  so  anxious  were  Crawford's 
friends  to  have  him  vindicated  before  the  presidential  election  that  some  minor 
points  were  hurriedly  passed  over.  Public  opinion  bore  hardly  upon  Edwards, 
whose  time  and  method  of  accusation  were,  to  say  the  least,  ill  chosen.  He 
resigned  his  mission  ;  and  an  affair  ended,  which  to  Monroe  considering  his  de- 
licate relations  with  Crawford  and  the  good  faith  in  which  the  appointments 
had  been  made,  was  one  of  the  most  painful  of  his  whole  public  life." 

Schouler,  Hisi.  of  U.  S.,  iii.,  308. 
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May  23,  1824. 

"  Mr.  Rufus  King  came,  &  in  a  long  conversation  gave  me  all 
the  particulars  of  the  proceedings  in  the  Senate  ;  he  showed  me 
the  parts  of  the  Convention  which  have  been  stricken  out  and  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  every  question  that  was  taken.  He  said  that 
in  the  management  of  the  opposition  there  had  been  great  disin- 
genuousness  and  rancor,  and  it  had  been  clearly  and  plainly  dis- 
closed to  the  observation  of  every  one  that  the  main  object  of  it 
was  an  electioneering  engine  against  me.  He  said  that  after  mak- 
ing the  crime  piracy,  and  inviting  all  others  to  do  the  same,  to  cant 
at  the  right  of  searching  for  the  pirates  was  an  absurdity  ;  and 
without  meaning  to  compliment  me,  he  would  say  he  thought  the 
abuses  to  which  the  exercise  of  the  right  were  liable  had  been 
guarded  against  with  the  utmost  care  in  the  Convention.  He 
knew  not  how  they  could  have  been  better  guarded.  The  mes- 
sage of  the  President  had  been  very  properly  sent  in  ;  but  that 
all  it  contained  had  already  been  said  in  the  Senate,  before  it 
came  in.  He  did  not  know  whether  now  the  Convention  would 
be  worth  adopting,  or  would  be  adopted  by  Great  Britain. 

"  I  told  him  I  thought  it  would.  The  essential  bases  of  the 
Convention  were  untouched.  The  three  great  principles — that 
the  trade  should  be  piracy,  the  mutual  right  of  search  &  capture, 
and  the  trial  of  the  captured  party  by  his  own  country  are  se- 
cured. The  two  articles  eliminated  were  no  part  of  our  project. 
The  exception  of  the  coast  of  America  from  the  searchable  seas 
has  operation  only  with  regard  to  the  coast  of  Brazil :  and  may 
hereafter  be  removed,  so  far  as  may  be  necessary  by  further 
negotiation. 

"  The  only  material  injury  done  to  the  Convention  is  the  re- 
servation of  the  power  in  either  party  to  renounce  it  with  six 
months'  notice — a  power  leaving  an  important  question,  what  au- 
thority in  the  organization  of  our  Government  is  competent  to 
give  this  notice  ?  I  presume  it  must  be  by  authority  of  an  Act  of 
Congress." 

Memorandum  by  R.  King. 

May  23,  1824. 

The  project  of  Mr.  A.  was  in  the  usual  manner  circulated  among  the  cabi- 
net, who,  after  a  meeting,  of  four  hours,  all  approved  it,  to  the  last  letter  of  Mr 
A,  to  Mr  Canning,  in  wh.  Mr  A.  went  with  particularity  into  the  enumeration. 
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of  the  mischiefs  of  our  submitting  to  the  search  of  Br.  naval  offices.  Mr.  Craw- 
ford-proposed to  expunge  the  declamation  as  he  called  it,  of  Mr  A.'s  letter  on 
this  point  ;  and  afterwards  the  Pr.  suggested  that  in  his  opinion,  as  the  parties 
were  endeavoring  to  unite  for  a  laudable  purpose,  it  might  be  expedient  to  fol- 
low Mr  Crawford's  advice  ;  and  on  Mr  A.  enquiring  how  the  letter  sh'd  supply 
the  part  to  be  struck  out,  and  on  the  Pr.'s  answer,  Mr  A.  asked  if  the  Pr.  w'd 
dictate  the  paragraph  :  the  Pr  thereupon  wrote  the  substitute  wh.  makes  the 
conclusion  of  the  letter  from  Mr  A.  to  Mr  Canning.  Now  Mr  Crawford  says 
that  the  plan  was  not  shewn  to  him,  and  that  he  never  consented  to  it ;  tho'  he 
not  only  saw  the  papers  in  their  circulation,  but  attended  a  meeting  of  several 
hours  where  the  project  was  considered  &  sanctioned.  He  moreover  had  an  in- 
terview with  Mr  Canning  who  informed  Mr  Adams  thereof,  civilly  com- 
plaining that  Mr  A.  stood  alone  in  opposing  the  exchange  of  the  Right  of 
Search  ;  Mr  A.  asked  Mr.  Canning  what  authority  he  had  for  this  decln.  ?  Mr 
Canning  repeated  the  remark  of  his  conference  with  Mr  Crawford.  How  in 
these  circumstances  Mr.  Crawford  sh'd  now  declare  his  ignorance  of  the  project 
seems  strange. 

R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Georgetown,  Monday,  May  24,  1824. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  have  attended  the  Senate  this  morning,  and  this  being  the  last 
day  in  which  we  send  new  Bills  from  one  to  the  other  house,  I 
shall  conclude  the  session  and  set  out  for  home  tomorrow.  Our 
session  has  been  so  infested  with  the  presidential  Election,  that 
it  has  been  little  satisfaction  even  to  those  who  are  more  easily 
gratified  than  I  am.  The  new  and  unlimited  power  of  appropri- 
ating money  for  public  improvements,  has  opened  a  new  course 
of  corruption,  and  combinations,  which  will  make  the  preservation 
of  the  Union  very  difficult.  The  multiplication  of  States,  and  the 
union  of  men  in  different  stages  of  education  and  manners  must 
multiply  these  difficulties,  and  I  cannot  perceive  how  our  scheme 
of  Government  can  go  quietly  on.  The  convention  lately  con- 
cluded with  England  has  been  altered  by  the  Senate,  and  tho'  the 
Senate  has  recommended  its  ratification,  provided  the  alterations 
be  agreed  to  by  England,  some  doubt  may  be  entertained  whether 
this  will  be  the  case.  These  alterations  have  been  made  by  a 
minority  of  the  Senate,  which  if  more  than  a  third,  limit  the  acts 
of  the  Senate.  The  friends  of  Crawford  expect  by  these  objec- 
tions to  discredit  Adams.  This  they  will  fail  to  accomplish,  sh'd 
the  convention  be  accepted  by  England  as  altered.     The  Tariff 
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bill  will  for  the  next  year  increase  the  revenue,  and  moreover 
serve  to  encourage  cotton  &  woollen  manufactures.  Monroe's 
charges  agt.  the  federalists  *  are  unjust  as  they  are  known  to  be 
unnecessary.  Farewell. 

R.  King. 

The  invitation  which  had  been  sent  to  General  Lafayette 
by  Congress  and  by  the  President,  to  visit  the  United  States  at 
his  convenience,  and  placing  at  the  same  time  at  his  disposal 
a  national  vessel,  in  which  to  cross  the  ocean,  was  cordially 
accepted  by  him,  though  he  declined  the  offer  of  a  national 
ship.  Sailing  from  France  in  a  packet  ship,  with  his  son 
George,  he  arrived  in  New  York  on  August  1 5th,  "  and  found 
a  whole  community's  gratitude  to  be  his  welcome,  himself  a 
public  guest  in  the  midst  of  holiday  rejoicings."  Wherever 
he  went  during  the  fourteen  months  he  was  in  the  country, 
the  same  demonstrations  of  welcome  and  grateful  remem- 
brance awaited  him  in  every  state.  He  was  the  *'  nation's 
guest,  the  people's  friend  ;  with  Governors  and  the  most  dis- 
tinguished of  local  characters  to  perform  the  public  honors  of 
each  occasion  the  great  body  of  American  citizens  them- 
selves constituted  his  host."  f 

Some  little  time  before  the  meeting  of  Congress,  he  went 
to  Washington,  passing  the  whole  winter  there,  though 
making  excursions  from  it.  The  President  in  his  message 
to  Congress,  announced  his  arrival,  recommending  that  be- 
sides giving  him  a  warm  welcome,  they  should  show  their 
affectionate  estimation  of  himself  and  his  services  by  some 
substantial  token.  Both  Houses  of  Congress  appointed 
committees  to  make  joint  arrangements  for  his  reception 
and  each  on  a  fixed  day  received  him  with  addresses  of 
welcome,  to   which   he  responded    with  every   evidence  of 

*  In  his  correspondence  with  Genl.  Jackson,  Nat.  IntelL,  May  7,  1824,  Mr. 
Gore,  in  a  letter  of  May  31st,  says  : 

"  Monroe  seems  to  have  rendered  himself  contemptible  even  to  the  courteous 
federalists  of  this  quarter  (Boston),  who  have  been  immoderate  in  their  praises 
of  him." 

f  Schouler's  History  of  United  States,  iii.,  pp.  320,  321. 
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gratified  feeling.  The  committees  of  the  two  Houses  seem 
to  have  acted  slowly  upon  that  portion  of  the  President's 
message,  recommending  that  some  provision  should  be  made 
for  him,  as  the  following  letter  will  show. 

R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Washington,  Deer.  17,  1824. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  am  not  satisfied  Avith  the  proceedings  respecting  Lafayette. 
The  Committee  of  the  House  of  Reps,  have  made  little  or  no  pro- 
gress, and  I  fear,  is  not  well  composed.  The  Senate  a  day  or  two  ago 
appointed  a  committee,  which  met  yesterday  morning,  and  directed 
Mr.  Haynes  their  Chairman  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Randolph, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  the  House,  that  the  Committee 
of  the  Senate  had  no  desire  to  interfere  with  the  business  of  the 
Committee  of  the  House,  tho'  they  were  anxious  that  it  should 
meet  with  the  least  possible  delay  ;  that  they  wd.  prefer  to  follow 
the  proceedings  of  the  House,  rather  than  to  originate  any  measure 
themselves,  which  they  shd.  omit  to  do,  unless  the  Committee  of 
the  House  found  difficulties  in  their  way.  The  Committee  of  the 
Senate,  were  of  one  opinion,  and  will  if  requisite  report  a  bill,  to 
allow  &  pay  to  Genl.  Lafayette  for  losses,  and  sacrifices,  in  the 
war  of  the  Revolution  $200,000,  and  to  grant  him  a  township  of 
land  to  be  selected  by  direction  of  the  Pr.  of  the  U.  S.  ;  in  case 
the  land  be  not  added,  that  the  allowance  in  money  be  three,  in- 
stead of  two,  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

I  fear  that  we  may  not  be  unanimous,  and  that  like  everything 
else  it  may  be  made  matter  of  debate  and  division,  instead  of  one 
passed  upon,  without  discussion.  It  may  not  be  expedient  to 
publish  this  communication,*  tho'  it  wd.  be  well  to  impress  the 
opinion  that  public  expectation  authorizes  the  belief,  that  Con- 
gress will  promptly  &  liberally  provide  for  the  great  losses  and 
services  of  Genl.  Lafayette,  who  performed  such  early,  important 
and  invaluable  services  in  the  wars  of  the  Am.  Revolution, 

Yrs  &c 

RuFus  King. 

*  In  the  American,  of  which  C.  King  was  the  editor. 
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In  touching  this  question,  we  a])pear  before  the  old,  as  well  as 
the  new  World,  who  will  judge  of  our  liberality,  not  according  to 
the  rules  which  we  ordinarily  apply,  but  to  those  which  on  extra- 
ordinary occasions  they  employ.  If  after  the  eclat  with  which 
Genl.  Lafayette  has  been  every  where  reed.  it.  wd.  have  been 
more  fortunate  that  we  had  not  invited  his  visit,  than  that  we  shd. 
delay,  or  fall  short,  in  providing  for  his  distinguished  remunera- 
tion ;  this  present  condition  is  humiliating.  On  his  expected 
arrival  at  this  place,  the  Pr.  consulted  his  cabinet,  respecting  his 
expenses,  and  called  upon  the  Secy,  of  the  Navy  before  doing  so, 
for  an  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  sending  a  ship  of  the  line,  or  a 
frigate  to  bring  the  Genl.  to  the  U.  S.  The  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  reported,  that  the  frigate  wd.  cost  50,000  Dol.  the  ship  of 
the  line  75,000.  The  President  submitted  to  the  Cabinet  whether 
he  shd.  set  apart  one  or  the  other  of  the  sums  to  defray  Lafay- 
ette's expenses.  The  Cabinet  answered  that  neither  shd.  be  ad- 
vanced ;  as  Congress  were  in  session,  it  was  said  to  appertain  to 
them  to  provide  for  this  object. 

The  Committee  of  the  House  make  no  progress.  Randolph  is 
chairman,  Webster  &  McDuffie  are  members.  The  last  does  not 
speak  to  Randolph,  and  declines  meeting  with  the  Comee.  The 
former  has  a  misunderstanding  with  Randolph,  in  consequence  of 
his  letter  from  the  Hook,  wh.  you  must  recollect,  and  who  cannot 
meet  the  Committee,  being  absent  on  a  visit  to  Mr.  Jefferson  in 
Virginia.  I  therefore  think  it  not  improbable  that  the  Comee.  of 
the  Senate  may  conclude  to  report  a  Bill  to  the  Senate  on  Monday. 

R.  K. 


As  suggested  by  Mr.  King  in  his  letter,  the  committee  of 
the  Senate  reported  a  bill  to  give  $200,000  in  stock  and  a 
complete  township  of  land  in  any  of  the  unsold  lands,  which 
was  passed  on  the  21st,  and  adopted  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives on  the  23d,  being  first  amended  to  pay  in 
money  instead  of  stock.  The  vote  in  both  Houses  was 
nearly  unanimous.  A  joint  committee  reported  this  action 
to  the  General,  who  accepted  the  donation  with  grateful 
thanks. 
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R.  King  to  Charles  King. 

Washington  24  Deer.  1824, 
Dr.  Sir  : 

Excepting  the  conclusion  of  the  Provision  for  Lafayette,  we 
shall  have  nothing  to  say  &  little  to  do  before  February  ;  we  are 
adjourned  over  Xmas,  and  shall  not  make  a  full  meeting  until  the 
holidays  have  passed.  Having  been  a  little  unwell  I  have  not 
seen  the  General  for  some  time,  and  though  I  have  heard  that  the 
Debate  &  Division,  gave  him  uneasiness,  I  learn  that  the  conclu- 
sion is  satisfactory  to  him. 

The  vote  of  Louisiana  shut  Mr.  Clay  out  of  the  House  ;  the 
effect  which  this  may  have  on  him  &  his  friends  has  been  vari- 
ously computed  ;  should  the  votes  of  the  western  country  be  con- 
solidated in  favor  of  Jackson,  his  chance  of  election  will  be 
increased  ;  it  may  be  hoped,  but  I  believe  is  not  expected,  that  Mr. 
Crawford's  interest,  is  probably  to  be  promoted  by  their  division  ; 
it  was  said,  by  a  friend  of  Mr.  Clay,  that  had  he  reed,  the  votes  of 
Louisiana,  by  wh.  Crawford  wd.  have  been  shut  out  of  the  House, 
he  wd.  have  withdrawn  himself,  leaving  the  question  to  be  decided 
by  Jackson  &  Adams  ;  from  this  circumstance  it  wd  seem  that 
the  contest  is  to  remain  between  these  gentlemen.  I  have  reason 
to  think  that  Mr.  Clinton  and  friends  are  doing  what  they  can  in 
favor  of  Jackson  ;  at  the  same  time  that  the  voice  of  the  State  is 
in  favor  of  Adams. 

The  N.  Yk.  friends  of  Crawford  still  affect  to  believe  that  Craw- 
ford in  the  first  vote  will  outnumber  the  other  Candidates,  and  if 
on  the  I.  Feby.  he  can  be  pronounced  a  well  or  sound  man,  that 
he  will  yet  be  the  President.  V.  B.  holds  this  language,  and  ac- 
cording to  his  perception,  the  friends  of  Jackson  are  not  so 
confident  as  they  have  appeared  to  be.  Whether  this  abated  ex- 
pectation arises  from  the  better  hopes  of  Crawford,  or  Adams  is 
not  explained.  I  still  believe  that  the  question  is  not  yet  decided 
and  that  the  minds  of  men  are  still  to  be  settled.     The  east  *  is 

*  The  following  extracts  will  show  the  opinion  of  Mr.  King  on  a  certain  im- 
portant subject  and  the  changed  relations  between  him  and  his  colleague  : 

"With  Jackson  &  Benton  Van  Buren  voted  for  it  (the  protective  tariff  of 
1824,)  against  men  differing  as  widely  from  each  other  as  his  associate  the  ven- 
erable federalist  Rufus  King  differed  from  Haynes,  the  brilliant  orator  of  South 
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united,  the  west  &  south  partially  so,  the  middle  divided,  who 
are  to  choose  the  President.     .     .     . 

faithfully  yrs. 

R.  K. 

Carolina.  Nor  was  Van  Buren  then  left  without  the  light,  which  afterwards 
reached  him,  on  the  constitutional  question.  Rufus  King  said  that  if  gentle- 
men wished  to  encourage  the  production  of  hemp  and  iron,  they  ought  to  bring 
in  a  bill  to  give  bounties  on  these  articles  ;  for  there  was  the  same  constitutional 
right  to  grant  bounties  as  to  levy  restrictive  duties  upon  foreign  products." — 
E.  M.  Shepard,  Life  of  Martin  Van  Buren,  p.  86. 

"  Van  Buren  (in  the  session  of  Congress,  1824-5)  •  •  •  spoke  for  the 
abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  his  colleague  Rufus  King  differing  from 
him  on  this  as  he  now  seemed  to  differ  from  him  on  most  disputed  questions. 
King  had  not  been  reelected  .Senator,  having  declined  to  be  a  candidate,  be- 
cause, as  he  said,  of  his  advancing  years.  But  doubtless  Van  Buren  was  cor- 
rect in  telling  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  the  latter  was  correct  in  believing,  as 
his  diary  records." — Ibid.,  p.  93. 

In  a  visit  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  February  ist,  Mr.  Adams  says  that,  among 
other  things  : 

"  He  spoke  to  me  of  Mr.  R.  King,  his  colleague,  whose  time  expires  with 
this  session  of  Congress,  and  who  has  declined  a  re-election.  I  supposed  be- 
cause he  could  not  have  been  re-chosen,  Van  Buren  said  this  was  the  fact.  He 
told  me  that  King  had  shown  him  a  very  interesting  correspondence  between 
Gouverneur  Morris  and  him  about  the  Hartford  Convention.  Mr.  Morris  had 
pressed  him  exceedingly  to  join  in  that  conspiracy,  which  he  firmly  declined. 
I  asked  him  if  Mr.  King  had  ever  spoken  to  him  of  the  separation  project  of 
1803-4  after  the  cession  of  Louisiana.  He  said.  No." — J.  Q.  Adams's  Me- 
vioirs,  vi.,  p.  487. 

[It  is  altogether  probable,  as  is  noted  above,  that  Mr.  King  would  not  have 
been  re-elected  to  the  Senate,  but  there  is  not  any  evidence  than  the  surmises 
of  the  above  gentlemen,  that  that  was  the  reason  for  his  declining  to  be  a  can- 
didate, as  the  correspondence  given  relative  to  this  decision  distinctly  shows. — 
Editor.] 
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R.   King  to  C.   Gore. 

Washington,  Sunday,  Jany.  2,  1S25. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

As  this  is  our  first  winter  day,  the  ground  being  covered  with 
snow,  and  the  wind  north,  I  hope  you  are  comfortably  settled  in 
your  house  in  Boston  ;  where  you  may  expect  to  pass  a  quiet 
winter.  Allowing  for  ill  health,  which  is  no  small  circumstance 
in  the  valuation  of  life,  you  have  much  of  what  constitutes  the 
source  of  enjoyment,  and  all  that  our  comforts  require.  Above 
all  you  possess,  what  nothing  else  could  supply,  the  society  and 
affectionate  aid  of  the  friend,  whose  tenderness  never  abates,  & 
without  the  consolation  of  which  the  infirmities  must  soon  over- 
come the  love  of  life. 
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.  .  .  You  may  suppose,  that  I  can,  and  ought  to,  give  you 
some  information  respecting  the  approaching  election.  If  I  were 
able  to  do  so,  you  would  certainly  have  a  claim  to  my  communi- 
cation, and  as  certainly  receive  the  same.  But  the  truth  is,  that 
with  some  exceptions  of  the  interpretations  which  are  given  to 
the  views  and  interests  of  the  several  States,  and  of  the  persons 
who  at  this  time  manage  and  direct  the  same,  the  like  uncertainty 
continues  which  has  prevailed  during  the  two  last  sessions  of 
Congress  ;  the  points  are  narrowed  on  which  these  interests  rest, 
but  there  is  the  same  uncertainty  in  combining  and  settling  them 
as  heretofore.  On  the  whole  the  question  appears  to  rest  between 
Adams  &  Jackson  ;  for  tho'  his  friends  say  otherwise,  I  consider 
Crawford  to  be  out  of  view,  tho'  no  one  can  confidently  predict 
what  may  occur.  As  between  Adams  &  Jackson,  there  is  a  singu- 
lar calm  of  the  public  opinion,  the  precise  import  of  which,  none 
but  careful  lookers  on  can  interpret,  and  about  wh.  the  most  calm 
may  mistake.  The  zeal  that  at  first  appeared  for  Jackson,  and 
which  was  apparently  confident,  does  not  continue  ;  passion  ap- 
pears nowhere,  and  moderation  in  this  respect  wd.  seem  favorable 
to  deliberation  and  sober  judgment. 

We  yesterday  celebrated  a  Fete  in  honor  of  Lafayette.  The 
Dinner  was  given  by  the  members  of  Congress  &  very  generally 
attended  ;  the  Pr.  and  heads  of  Department  *  were  guests.  The 
whole  went  off  well ;  the  Toasts  were  good  ;  Lafayette  was 
greatly  gratified,  made  a  speech,  as  did  the  Pr,  Mr.  Monroe  :  this 
concludes  the  Drama. 

I  was  disappointed  that  Mason  lost  his  Election,  after  coming 
so  near  obtaining  it.  I  am  in  hopes  that  it  may  be  felt  in  the 
election  of  the  next  Legislature  and  that  he  may  yet  succeed.  I 
considered  it  to  be  of  more  than  common  importance  that  he 
shd.  do  so,  for  with  the  exception  of  Mills,  who  is  a  pure,  able  & 
correct  man,  I  do  not  allow  to  the  North  her  former,  &  just  pro- 
portion of  integrity  &  strength  in  the  Senate  of  the  U.  S. 

R.  K. 
*  Except  Crawford  who  was  not  present. 
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R.  King  to  C.  King. 

Jany.  10, 1825. 
Dr  Sir 

.  .  .  I  have  waded  thro'  Mr.  Clinton's  speech,  which  is  a 
to  pan,  as  was  expected.  As  respects  the  negotiation  he  is  mistaken 
I  beheve  in  saying  that  it  has  failed  ;  he  might  more  correctly 
have  said,  that  it  meets  with  difficulties  ;  the  truth  being  that 
G.  B.  cannot  deny  the  law  wh.  she  asserted  and  by  wh.  the  rivers 
of  Europe  are  free.  The  project  of  obtaining  territory  for  a 
canal  in  Canada  by  giving  territory  in  the  N.  E.  Angle  of  Maine, 
would  gratify  England,  but  ought  to  be  refused  by  the  U.  S. — 
because  it  would  enable  England  to  make  a  military  road  which 
would  unite  Canada  &  Nova  Scotia.  At  present  the  forces  of 
G.  B.  must  go  to  Canada  through  the  St.  Lawrence,  which  is 
closed  nearly  half  the  year  ;  make  a  military  road  from  Nova 
Scotia  to  Canada,  and  the  troops  of  Eng.  from  the  W.  Indies  or 
Europe  may  be  thrown  into  Halifax  and  from  thence  proceed 
to  Canada.  Our  New  England  angle  ascends  so  far  that,  rebus  sic 
stantibus,  the  communication  cannot  take  place. 

R.  King. 


R.  King  to  J.  A.  King, 

Jany.  12,  1825. 

Dr.  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  cannot  believe  that  Crawford  can  be  elected,  and  regard 
it  to  be  all  but  certain  that  Jackson  or  Adams  will  be — but  which, 
is  certainly  matter  of  uncertainty  ;  my  own  belief  gives  Adams  a 
preference — for  the  same  reason  that  Gov  Clinton  is  understood 
to  be  in  favor  of  Jackson,  Mr.  Clay  may  be  supposed  to  prefer 
Adams  ;  but  Clay  meets  with  difficulties  from  his  own  State 
Legislature,  who  may  openly  express  an  opinion  in  favor  of  Jack- 
son ;  perhaps  may  instruct  their  Representatives  to  vote  for  him. 
Some  few  days  since  Clay  remarked,  that  in  ten  days,  or  a  fort- 
night he  would  avow  himself  ;  in  other  words  ;  that,  as  soon  as 
the  Kentucky  Legislature  adjourns,  he  will  shew  his  hand. 

Genl.  Lafayette  is  still  here,  he  told  me  that  we  had  made  him 
very  rich,  that  the  munificence  of   Congress  was  undeservedly 
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great  ;  that  he  was  so  rich  that  he  sh'd  keep  the  lands  for  his 
children,  should  take  80000  Ds  to  liquidate  his  affairs  in  France, 
leaving  120000  Ds.  behind,  and  he  believed,  by  investing  it  in  the 
stock  of  the^Bank  of  the  U.  S. 

Farewell, 

RuFus  King. 

J.  Q.  Adams  in  his  Mems.  vi.  p.  481,  on  January  27th 
makes  this  note : 

"  Mr.  Rufus  King,  Senator  from  New  York,  came  and  had  a 
long  conversation  with  me  upon  the  present  state  and  aspect  of 
things.  They  are  flattering  for  the  immediate  issue,  but  the 
fearful  condition  of  them  is,  that  success  would  open  to  a  far 
severer  trial  than  defeat.  I  spoke  to  Mr.  King  of  the  coldness 
and  alienation  which  has  taken  place  between  him  and  the 
President,  occasioned  by  an  opinion  expressed  by  Mr.  Monroe  in 
a  letter  addressed  to  General  Jackson,  that  some  of  the  leaders  of 
the  federal  party  were  monarchists.  I  wished  that  these  two  con- 
temporary distinguished  men,  retiring  to  private  life  at  the  same 
time,  after  so  many  years  of  public  service  together,  should  part 
in  friendship.  But  I  found  Mr.  King  too  much  hurt  for  reconcil- 
iation and  that  an  abortive  attempt  to  effect  it  had  already  been 
made  through  C.  T.  Mercer." 

Mr.  Adams  had  on  Janry.  21,  1824  stated  that, 
"  Ayer  told  me  that  there  had  arisen  a  coolness  between  the 
President  and  Mr.  Rufus  King — occasioned  by  the  publication 
of  the  President's  letter  to  General  Jackson,  which  charged 
some  of  the  leading  federalists  with  monarchical  designs  ;  that  Mr. 
King  had  not  called  to  take  leave  of  the  President  at  the  close  of 
the  last  session  of  Congress,  as  he  had  been  wont  to  do,  and  had 
not  visited  him,  or  been  invited  to  dine  with  him,  this  session. 


"  * 


R.  King  Notes. 

January  29,  Saturday,  1825. 
Presidential  Electio7i  182^. 

Since  the  Electoral  votes  have  been  known,  the   choice   has 
been  considered  as  lying  between  Ad.  &  Jackson  for  the  inferiority 

*  Mems. ,  vi. ,  472. 
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of  the  votes  for  Crawford,  joined  to  his  ill  health,  seemed  to  have 
put  him  out  of  the  question.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
Session  the  friends  of  Jackson,  including  Calhoun,  showed  some 
jealousies  of  the  good  will  wh.  appeared  to  subsist  between 
Adams  &  Crawford.  Since  the  disclosure  of  the  votes  of  the 
Electors,  other  &  new  combinations  seem  to  have  presented 
themselves  ;  during  the  week,  which  closed  on  the  2 2d.  January, 
rumours  circulated,  that  Mr.  Clay  would,  contrary  to  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  which  requests  the  Reps,  of 
that  state  in  Congress  to  vote  for  Jackson,  use  his  influence  in 
favor  of  Adams.  Saml.  Swartwout  who  was  very  active  in  East 
Jersey  to  promote  the  choice  of  Jackson's  Electors  in  that  State, 
about  this  time  appeared  in  Washington,  and  it  is  understood 
proposed  a  reconciliation  between  Jackson  &  Crawford,  towards 
which  purpose  Mrs.  Jackson  made  a  visit  to  Mrs.  Crawford,  who 
returned  it  without  delay.  On  Monday  Jany.  24  the  purpose  of 
Mr.  Clay  was  publicly  «&  openly  avowed  in  the  H.  of  R.,  in  wh. 
much  excitement  was  manifest  ;  on  Monday  or  Tuesday,  the  25 
Jany.,  Mr.  Crawford  came  to  the  Senate,  taking  a  seat  under  the 
Gallery,  it  was  believed,  to  afford  an  opportunity  to  Genl.  Jackson 
to  meet  him  there,  and  by  what  wd.  appear  casually,  to  make 
progress  in  reconciliation.  R.  K.  whose  seat  is  near  that  of  Gen. 
Jackson,  wished  to  pass  to  that  part  of  the  Senate,  in  order  to  see, 
and  be  able  to  form  an  opinion,  by  seeing  Mr.  Crawford,  of  the 
state  of  his  health,  not  having  seen  him  since  his  return  from 
Virga.  in  1823  ;  but  being  curious  to  observe  the  course  of  Genl. 
Jackson,  R.  K.  kept  his  seat  till  Mr.  Crawford  retired  from  the 
Senate.  Genl.  Jackson  did  not  leave  his  seat,  nor  did  he  see  Mr, 
Crawford,  who  if  he  expected  to  meet  Genl.  Jackson  was  disap- 
pointed. Yet  as  Mrs.  Jackson  wd.  not  have  made  her  visit 
without  the  consent  of  the  Genl.,  it  wd.  be  natural  to  infer  that 
Jackson,  in  the  same  spirit,  wd.  adopt  the  necessary  measures  to 
manifest  the  appearance  of  reconciliation;  and  one  may  safely, 
conclude  that  such  is  the  Genl's  purpose,  in  order  that  their 
respective  friends  may  unite  in  opposition  to  Adams  ;  in  hopes 
perhaps  that  such  opposition  might  eventuate  in  the  election  of 
Jackson  or  Crawford. 

If  Kentucky,  Ohio,  Illinois,  Missouri,  &  Louisiana  unite  with 
Clay  to  elect  Adams,  these  with  six  eastern  Stales  would  make 
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but  eleven  votes,  and  two  more  vvd.  be  wanting  to  elect  Adams  :  for 
these  two  votes  the  friends  of  Adams  rely  upon  N.  Yk.  &  Mary- 
land. These  States  are  each  divided  ;  the  vote  of  N.  Y.  may  be 
more  sure  than  that  of  Maryland,  where  Crawford,  Adams, 
Jackson  <S:  Clay  each  have  friends  ;  and  there  may  be  difficulty 
in  obtaining  a  majority  for  Adams.  Delaware,  Virginia,  N.  Caro- 
lina &  Georgia  are  likely  to  adhere  to  Crawford,  while  N.  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  So.  Carolina,  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Tennessee  & 
Indiana  may  adhere  to  Jackson.  The  vote  of  Missouri  and  of 
Louisiana  is  sd.  to  be  uncertain,  Gurley  holds  the  vote  of 
Louisiana,  one  of  his  colleagues  Brent  being  for  Adams  and 
Livingston,  the  other,  being  for  Jackson  ;  as  Gurley  is  from  N. 
Engd.  he  is  believed  to  be  in  favor  of  Adams  ;  and  Scott  from 
Missouri  was  in  favor  of  Clay,  who  has  much  influence  over  him, 
&  who  told  Genl.  V.  R.  that  he  had  promised  Clay  before  he 
avowed  himself  that  he  wd.  vote  for  Adams.  Genl.  V.  R.  thinks 
that  N.  Y.  will  vote  for  Adams  possibly  in  the  first  instance, 
certainly  in  the  end.  Kent,  Neal  &:  Spence  are  avowed  friends  of 
Adams  ;  Mitchell,  Lee,  McKim  pledged  to  Jackson  ;  Hayward  for 
Crawford,  Warfield  unknown,  but  very  friendly  to  Clay  who  may 
influence  him  ;  Little  much  suspected  to  be  for  Adams.  If  he  and 
Warfield  unite  for  Adams,  the  vote  of  this  State  will  go  for  him  j 
there  is  doubt  respecting  this  vote. 

Memoranda. 

Monday  31  Jany. 

Mr.  Clay  published  a  card  in  the  N.  In.  of  denial  &  defiance 
respecting  the  charge  in  the  Observer  of  Philadelphia,  that  Clay 
had  engaged  to  support  Adams,  in  the  expectation  that  he  shd.  be 
appointed  Secretary  of  State.  On  Thursday  Feby.  3.  Mr. 
Kreemer  publd.  another  card,  avowing  himself  the  author  of  the 
letter  in  the  Observer,  and  declaring  his  ability  to  prove  the 
charge  :  the  same  day  Clay  in  a  speech  to  the  H.  complained  of 
the  letter,  declared  it  to  be  false,  and  requesting  the  House  to 
appoint  a  committee  of  enquiry,  when  Mr.  Kreemer,  in  the 
House,  admitted  himself  to  be  the  author,  repeated  the  charge 
saying  he  could  prove  the  same  and  joined  in  requesting  a 
committee.     The  House  adjourned  without  acting  on  Mr.  Clay's 
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request.  Friday  Feby.  4,  the  House  spent  the  whole  day  in 
debating  the  question  of  appointing  a  committee,  and  decided 
the  question  in  the  affirmative  by  126  to  79,  votes  :  The  Com- 
mittee of  7.  will  be  appointed  to-morrow. 

The  committee  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr.  Kreemer  inviting  him  to 
appear  before  them,  to  prove  the  charge.  Kreemer  by  letter 
denied  the  power  of  the  House  &  the  committee  to  question  him. 
The  Committee  reported  these  facts  to  the  House,  who  took  no 
further  order  in  the  matter. 

Wednesday  Feby.  9.  The  Senate  at  12  o'ck  went  to  the  H.  of 
R.  where  the  Pr.  of  the  Senate  opened  the  electoral  votes  which 
were  counted.  The  Pr.  of  the  Senate  declared  that  no  person  was 
elected  Pr.,  and  that  Jackson,  Adams  &  Crawford  were  the 
persons,  who  had  reed,  the  greatest  No.  of  votes,  and  that 
according  to  the  Conn,  the  choice  had  devolved  on  the  H.  of  R.  : 
that  Calhoun  having  reed.  —  votes  was  elected  &  declared  V.  P. 
This  business  was  done  in  a  little  more  than  2  hours,  when  the 
House  withdrew  &  returned  to  the  Senate  Chamber.  In  about 
an  hour,  information  was  brot.  to  the  Senate  that  Adams  was 
chosen  Pr.  on  the  first  ballot.  Great  disappointment  was  felt 
by  the  friends  of  Jackson  &  Crawford  ;  these  gentlemen  expected 
that  the  balloting  wd.  last  for  some  time,  and  predicted  that  it 
might  continue  till  the  3d.  of  March  and  that  Adams  not  being 
able  to  obtain  the  choice,  his  friends  might  &  probably  wd.  come 
over  to  Crawford  who  might  in  this  way  be  chosen. 

The  Crawford  gentlemen  at  the  moment  of  the  election  held 
this  language,  declared  that  no  choice  could  be  made  on  the 
first  ballot.  .  .  .  Mercer  of  Virginia  who  is  in  favor  of 
Jackson  said  that  he  applied  to  V.  Rensselaer  just  before  the 
Ballot,  who  assured  him  that  Adams  wd.  not  be  elected  in  the  first 
ballot,  and  afterwards  repeated  the  same  thing  to  McClane,  to 
whom  he,  in  the  morning  after  much  agitation,  and  even  the 
shedding  of  tears,  declared  that  he  shd.  not  vote  for  Adams.  This 
pressure  on  V.  R.  had  for  its  object,  to  ascertain  and  inform 
Scott  of  Missouri  &  Gurley  of  Louisiana  of  the  division  of  the 
N.  Y.  delegation.  This  was  done,  but  all  the  points  failed,  and 
13  States,  on  the  first  ballot  voted  for  Adams,  7.  for  Jackson  &  4 
only  for  Crawford.  These  expectations  &  disappointments  greatly 
mortified  the  opponents  of  Adams,  who  expected  a  protracted 
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ballot,  and  opportunity  to  make  their  arrangements  either  to  elect 
Crawford,  or  Jackson,  or  to  settle  the  terms  on  \vh.  they  wd.  elect 
Adams.  The  last  was  the  most  powerful  motive,  and  the  disap- 
pointment of  electing  Adams  without  their  aid,  is  the  true  source 
of  their  mortification,  &  will  lead  to  an  opposition  to  Adams' 
Administration. 

So  strong  has  been  the  disappointment,  that  McClane  (as 
Mercer,  reports)  expresses  his  dissatisfaction  at  living  with  V.  R. 
who  has  deceived  him. 

Thursday  10.  Feby.  Genl.  V.  R.  came  to  see  me  this  evening. 
We  entered  into  a  free  conversation  respecting  the  election  ;  the 
Genl.  said  that  his  purpose  could  not  have  been  unknown  to  the 
opponents  of  Adams  ;  that  I  might  remember  his  expressing 
opinions  favorable  to  Clay  last  winter  ;  that  Mr.  Clay  knew  them, 
and  early  in  the  Session,  he  reminded  Clay  of  this  circumstance, 
and  asked  him  what  course  he  should  pursue.  Clay  answered 
that  he  would  not  then  tell  him,  but  that  he  wd.  inform  him  at  an 
early  day  ;  that  not  only  he,  but  every  man  in  the  Country  shd. 
understand  the  course  that  he  should  pursue.  Soon  afterwards 
Clay  asked  him  how  the  State  of  N  York  would  vote,  and  after- 
wards told  him  that  the  vote  of  N.  York  would  have  an  influence 
upon  the  vote  he  might  give,  and  urged  him  to  give  him  an  assurance 
that  N.  Y.  would  vote  for  Adams.  Upon  his,  the  Genl's,  express- 
ing his  belief  that  N.  Yk.  wd.  vote  for  Adams,  Clay  came  out  ex- 
plicitly, and  said  that  he  should  vote  for  Adams,  and  that 
Kentucky  wd.  join  him  ;  that  Ohio,  Illinois,  Missouri  &  Louisiana 
would  unite  with  Kentucky  ;  these  votes,  joined  to  Maryland,  & 
New  York,  together  with  the  Eastern  States  wd.  suffice  to  elect 
Mr.  Adams  ;  that  Scott  of  Missouri  had  given  him  his  word  ; 
that  Louisiana  would  also  give  its  vote,  that  Maryland  might  be 
depended  on.  Genl.  V.  R.  said  that  in  respect  to  Maryland,  he 
by  request  had  put  the  question  to  Mr.  Adams,  in  respect  to  the 
course  wh.  shd.  be  pursued  respecting  the  federalists  and  the 
party  divisions  of  the  Country  :  that  the  answer  of  Adams  was 
that  the  most  able  &  worthy  men,  without  reference  to  parties, 
ought  to  be  preferred  and  employed.  By  asking  this  question, 
and  its  being  answered  in  this  manner,  Genl.  V.  R.  must  be 
understood  to  have  led  Mr.  A.  to  expect  his  Gen,  V.  R.'s  support. 
This  was  communicated  to  Lee  of  Md.  and  served  to  weaken  his 
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preference  to  Jackson,  who  by  avowing  this  opinion,  had  acquired 
the  support  of  the  federaHsts,  and  the  number  of  votes,  wh.  he 
reed.  These  measures  between  Clay  &  V.  R.,  &  V.  R.  &  Adams, 
pledged  each  of  them  ;  left  neither  at  liberty  to  pursue  a  contradic- 
tory course,  so  that  V.  Buren,  McClane,  &  Mr.  Mercer  must 
have  been  mistaken  concerning  the  vote  of  N.  York.  Speaking  of 
Morgan's  vote  for  Jackson,  Gen.  V.  R.  said  that  he  had  understood 
that  Morgan  was  in  favor  of  Adams  ;  that  since  his  vote  he  had  so 
stated  his  understanding  to  Morgan,  who  said  he  must  have  mis- 
understood him,  to  wh.  V.  R.  replied  that  he  could  take  his  oath  to 
having  understood  him.  Alluding  to  our  former  conversations  he 
said  that  supposing  that  Adams  wd.  be  elected  he  had,  according  to 
my  suggestion,  conferred  with  V.  B.  to  this  effect,  in  hopes  that 
he  might  seasonably  prepare  for  such  an  event  ;  that  V.  B.  could 
not  therefore  be  mistaken  in  respect  to  his  opinions  and  belief  on 
the  subject  of  the  election. 

The  election  of  Mr.  Adams  to  the  Presidency  having 
been  announced  in  the  Senate  Mr.  King  immediately  wrote 
and  sent  by  a  special  messenger  from  the  Senate,  the  follow- 
ing note  of  congratulation  to  him,  of  which  Mr.  Adams  says  : 
{Mein.,  vi.,  502).  "  I  received  an  affectionate  note  from  Mr. 
Rufus  King,  of  New  York,  written  in  the  Senate  Chamber 
after  the  event." 

R.  King  to  J.  Q.  Adams. 

Senate  Chamber,  Feb.  gth,  1825. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

We  have  this  moment  heard  the  issue  of  the  Election,  and  I 
send  to  you  and  your  venerable  Father,  my  affectionate  congratu- 
lations on  your  choice  as  President  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
first  ballot  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  I  include  your 
Father  in  my  congratulations  as  he  will  agree  with  me,  that  this 
Election  makes  amends  for  the  injustice,  of  which  he  was  made 
the  victim.  To  me  and  mine  the  result  has  been  such  as  we 
cordially  hoped  for  and  expected. 

RuFUS  King. 
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"  The  recipient  of  this  note,"  says  Mr.  Charles  Francis  Adams, 
"  in  his  turn  sent  it  immediately  by  post  to  his  father  at  Quincy, 
with  the  following  accompaniment "  : 

John  Quincy  Adams  to  John  Adams. 

Washington,  gth.  February  1825. 
My  Dear  and  Honored  Father  : 

The  enclosed  note  from  Mr.  King  will  inform  you  of  the  event 
of  this  day  upon  which  I  can  only  offer  you  my  congratulations 
and  ask  your  blessings  and  prayers. 

Your  affectionate  and  dutiful  son 

John  Quincy  Adams. 
"  John  Adams  was  at  this  time  quite  infirm  in  body,  yet  he  did 
not  fail  to  respond  to  the  felicitations  of  his  son  "  : 

John  Adams  to  John  Quincy  Adams. 

Quincy,  18th,  February  1825. 
I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  9th.  Never  did  I  feel  so 
much  solemnity  as  upon  this  occasion.  The  multitude  of  my 
thoughts  and  the  intensity  of  my  feelings  are  too  much  for  a  mind 
like  mine,  in  its  ninetieth  year.  May  the  blessing  of  God  Almighty 
continue  to  protect  you  to  the  end  of  your  life,  as  it  has  heretofore 
protected  you  in  so  remarkable  manner  from  your  cradle.  I 
offer  the  same  prayer  for  your  lady  and  your  family — and  am 

Your  affectionate  father 

John  Adams. 

"  This  may  fairly  be  classed  among  the  rare  dramatic  events  of 
history."  * 

*  Mr.  C.  F.  Adams  also  says  :  "  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  no  adequate 
notice  has  yet  been  taken  of  the  eminent  services  of  Rufus  King,  nor  have  any 
of  the  valuable  papers  which  he  must  have  left  behind  him  seen  the  light.  Few 
public  men  have  served  so  long  or  acted  in  more  responsible  positions.  His  re- 
lations with  both  the  Adamses  had  been  sometimes  intimate,  and  always  friendly  ; 
hence  it  was  natural  that  he  should  feel  a  strong  interest  in  the  issue  of  the  pre- 
sent struggle.  No  sooner  was  it  absolutely  decided  and  the  news  had  passed 
from  the  House  of  Representative  to  the  Senate-chamber,  than  he  at  once  in- 
dited and  sent  to  Mr.  Adams  by  a  special  messenger  the  following  note 
(given  above)." 

J,  Q.  Adams's  Memoirs,  vi,,  p.  503. 


1825J  LIFE  AND   CORRESPONDENCE.  589 

Memoranda. — Friday^  Feb.  11. 

On  returning  from  the  Senate  in  a  coach  with  V.  B,  &  Mr. 
Hayne  of  So.  Carolina,  Mr.  V.  B.  said  that  Adams  had  written  a 
letter  to  Crawford,  requesting  him  to  continue  in  the  Tr.  Depart- 
ment. I  expressed  the  opinion  that  this  measure  was  magnani- 
mous, and  asked  what  answer  Crawford  had  given  ;  it  was  replied 
that  it  wd.  not  be  acceded  to.  At  Dinner,  reference  was  made  by 
me  to  the  report  that  Crawford  had  been  asked  to  continue  in 
office  ;  Col.  Mercer  said  that  the  report  was  true,  but  that  Craw- 
ford's friends  had  given  their  opinion  that  no  answer  shd.  be 
given.  I  asked  why,  and  was  answered  that  it  was  an  insult ;  that 
during  the  summer  Adams  had  taken  sides  with  Ninian  Edwards, 
the  bitter  enemy  &  persecutor  of  Crawford  ;  that  the  refusal  to 
attend  the  anniversary  of  the  4th  of  July  was  a  public  evidence 
of  Adams'  enmity  ;  besides  that  Clay  was,  or  might  be,  invited  to 
take  the  Department  of  State,  which  was  in  rank  above  that  of 
the  Treasury,  and  Mr.  Crawford  wd.  be  degraded  by  the  accept- 
ance. I  answered  that  I  thought  the  omission  to  answer  was  want- 
ing in  decorum,  and  agt.  the  usage  of  gentlemen  ;  that  I  did  not 
believe  that  Adams  had  offered  the  office  to  Clay,  and  if  he  had, 
I  did  not  think  that  Clay  would  take  it  ;  that  the  advice  &  de- 
termination looked  like  seeking  for  an  opportunity  to  unite  a 
party  in  opposition  to  Adams'  administration,  wh.  to  have  strength 
must  be  founded  upon  something  more  worthy  of  praise,  than  the 
alleged  charges  agt.  Adams,  for  having  declined  to  attend  the  4th 
of  July  dinner,  or  the  degradation  of  Mr.  Crawford  by  being  de- 
sired to  remain  in  the  Department  of  the  Treasury. 

In  the  evening  Genl.  Scott  came  to  my  room  and  I  communi- 
cated the  reported  offer  of  Adams  to  Crawford  &  the  counsel  of 
his  friends  ;  Genl.  Scott  united  with  me  in  opinion  on  this  sub- 
ject. The  General  afterwards  told  me  that  James  Swartwout  to- 
day informed  him  that  Jackson  &  Crawford  had  a  meeting,  at  wh. 
they  became  reconciled  &  shook  hands. 

Saturday  I2th  Feb.  1825 
To  day  we  understand  that  the  rumour  that  Adams   had  re- 
quested Crawford  to  remain  in  the  Treasury  is  true,  and  that  in- 
stead of  its  being  considered  an  insult  that  Crawford  had  answered 
the  invitation  by  letter,  declining  the  offer  in  becoming  language. 
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Saturday  12.  february  1825 

In  the  latter  part  of  January  Commodore  Rogers  came  from 
Lynn  Harbor  Bay  in  the  N.  Carolina  with  a  crew  of  60  persons, 
officers  included,  into  the  River  Potomac  ;  it  was  proposed  that 
the  Pr.  &  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  with  such  members  of  Congress 
as  wished,  should  go  down  the  River  in  steamboats  to  visit  this 
ship,  moored  off  Ragged  Point.  Accordingly  the  President,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy,  and  a  number  of  the  members  of  Congress, 
making  a  company  of  about  40.  persons,  made  a  visit  to  the  Ship 
and  returned  on  Monday  the  last  day  of  January. 

Before  the  President  visited  the  N.  Carolina,  he  had  more  than 
once  spoken  to  Mr.  Adams  respecting  the  appointments  of  foreign 
Ministers,  the  expediency  of  such  appointments  by  him,  and  that 
of  leaving  them  to  his  successor.  Mr.  Adams  observed  that  shd. 
the  election  be  in  his  favor,  he  shd.  be  satisfied  that  Mr.  Monroe 
shd.  make  these  appointments  before  his  retirement  ;  that  he  had 
no  person  to  recommend,  nor  to  whom  he  shd.  object.  After 
these  conversations  Mr.  Monroe  expressed  his  opinion  against 
nominating,  preferring  to  leave  the  subject  to  his  successor.  Mr. 
Monroe  the  day  after  his  return  from  the  N.  Carolina,  sent  for 
Mr.  Adams  and  told  him  that  he  had  concluded  to  make  the 
nominations.  Mr.  Adams  asked  vvhen  he  would  do  it  ?  Mr. 
Monroe  answered  immediately.  Mr.  Adams  observed  that  as  the 
election  would  soon  take  place  it  might  occur  to  some  persons 
that  the  nomination  was  made  to  defeat  some  supposed  nomina- 
tion that  might  be  intended  by  his  successor,  and  in  this  way, 
made  to  bear  upon  one  of  the  Candidates  ;  in  this  light  it  might 
be  proper  that  the  Pr.  shd.  then  write  the  names  of  the  persons  he 
proposed  to  nominate,  to  place  the  same  in  his  desk,  and  to  make 
the  nomination  immediately  after  the  election  of  his  successor. 
Mr.  A.  added  that  he  had  no  wish  to  know  beforehand  the  names 
of  the  persons  to  be  nominated  ;  be  they  whom  they  might,  he 
should  be  satisfied.  Mr.  Monroe,  tho'  he  appeared  to  adhere  to  his 
project,  yet  said  he  would  consider  further  the  expediency  of  the 
measure.  A  day  or  two  afterward  he  renewed  the  conversation, 
and  appeared  to  adhere  to  the  nomination.  Mr.  A.  renewed  the 
objections  wh.  he  had  before  made,  &  Mr.  Monroe  so  far  yielded 
as  to  say  he  would  give  the  subject  further  consideration.  In 
this  situation  the  election  was  made  on  the  9th  of  February  ;  and 


1825]  LIFE  AND   CORRESPONDENCE.  59 1 

things  still  remain  as  they  stood  before  the  choice.  Mr.  Adams 
said  in  relation  to  the  objections  he  had  made,  that  he  knew  that 
the  mission  to  Mexico  had  been  expected  &  promised  to  Col. 
Benton  ;  not  he  was  persuaded  by  Genl.  Jackson,  but  by  some  of 
his  friends  ;  tho'  he  could  not  suspect  any  of  his  friends,  it  might 
be  possible  that  some  of  them  might  be  liable  to  a  similar  charge. 
The  correspond,  of  the  5.  &  6.  Febr.  between  Benton  &  Scott  * 
illustrates  the  truth  of  Mr.  Adams  objection.  I  spoke  to  A, 
of  his  having  written  to  Crawford,  offering  him  the  Treay.  De- 
partment, and  of  Crawford's  declining  to  keep  it  ;  that  I  consid- 
ered the  offer  to  be  generous,  &  the  refusal  fortunate,  as  I 
considered  Crawford's  health  to  be  unsound,  &,  with  it  otherwise, 
that  he  wd.  continue  to  be,  as  he  has  been,  the  centre  of  opposi- 
tion. Mr.  Adams  said  he  had  written  a  short  letter  to  Crawford 
proposing  to  him  to  continue  in  the  Tr.  Department,  and  then 
showed  me  Crawford's  answer,  stating  that  he  had  resolved  to 
withdraw  from  the  office  at  the  end  of  Mr.  Monroe's  term,  that 
he  could  not  therefore  accept  the  friendly  offer  of  Mr.  Adams.  I 
made  no  particular  reference  to  any  other  office,  nor  did  Mr. 
Adams.  I  said  that  while  I  recommended  no  individual,  I  hoped 
that  he  wd.  bring  about  him  a  Cabinet,  who  would  continue 
united,  that  great  abilities  were  of  less  importance  than  integrity 
and  good  standing,  with  influence  in  the  quarter  from  whence 
they  are  taken  ;  if  he  shd.  invite  Mr.  Clinton  of  N.  Y.,  to  wh.  he 
might  be  urged,  it  wd.  be  well  to  remember  that  he  had  always 
been  surrounded,  not  by  that  class  of  desperate  men,  who  would 
appear  about  a  military  chief,  but  by  a  band  of  profligate  intrig- 
uers, whose  object  was  to  cheat  and  defraud  by  help  of  whatever 
power  they  might  acquire,  or  be  able  to  influence.  Mr.  Adams 
said  that  he  was  much  pressed  respecting  N.  Y. — I  conjecture  in 
favor  of  Clinton — I  did  not  pursue  this  subject. 

*  5  Feby.  1825.  6  Feby.  Correspondence  of  Benton  &  Scott  shewn  to  me  by 
Benton.  Jno.  Scott  to  H.  H.  Benton  announcing  his  inclination  to  vote  for 
Adams.  Benson  to  Scott,  expressing  his  dissatisfaction  with  Scott's  purpose, 
as  violating  his  printed  pledge  to  the  pub.,  his  departure  from  former  opinions 
as  repugnant  to  the  opinions  of  Missouri  :  after  so  distinct  an  avowal,  a  friend- 
ship of  ten  years  is  broken,  and  dissolved  forever:  protest  against  the  moral  of 
Scott  ;  the  vote  is  the  vote  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

Feby,  9.  Scott  voted  for  Adams,  and  as  B.  says  did  an  act  that  must  be 
fatal  to  himself. 
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Nothing  was  said  of  Southard,  not  much  of  Calhoun,  who  I  con- 
jecture is  believed  by  Adams  to  have  been  opposed  to  him,  &  in 
favor  of  Jackson.  Such  being  the  case,  McDuffie  &  Hamilton, 
and  possibly  Cheves  may  have  been  opposed  to  Adams  :  tho'  as 
Cheves  is  understood  to  have  been  opposed  to  Calhoun,  his  con- 
cert with  Mc  Duffie  &  Hamilton  in  support  of  Jackson  \vd.  ap- 
pear uncertain.  Tho'  I  believe  that  Cheves  may  favor  Jackson, 
yet  as  he  is  supposed  to  think  well  of  Clay,  his  support  of  Jack- 
son wd.  be  matter  of  doubt.  If  Cheves  would  support  Clay  agt. 
Jackson,  it  wd.  merit  the  consideration  of  Adams  whether  it  wd. 
not  conciliate  So.  Carolina  to  nominate  him  to  the  Try.  Depart- 
ment. 

I  inferred  from  Mr.  Adams,  that  in  his  opinion  Jackson  would 
persist,  and  strive  to  be  chosen  at  the  next  Pr.  election.  Perhaps 
after  carefully  reviewing  the  whole  subject  Mr.  Adams  ought  to 
fully  conciliate  Clay  by  making  him  Secy  of  State  ;  his  influence 
is  great  in  the  West  and,  as  agt.  Jackson,  he  will  be  formidable  ; 
tho'  not  as  well  qualified  for  the  ofifice,  Mr.  Adams  could  without 
labour  supply  his  defect.  Will  Clay  accept  the  office,  or  will 
Kreemer's  denunciation  prevent  ?  It  ought  not,  tho'  some  men 
may  believe  Kreemer's  letter,  wh.  he  never  wrote,  but  which, 
like  his  letter  to  the  Committee  of  the  House,  was  prepared  by 
McDuffie  or  Hayne. 

As  to  Crawford,  Mr.  Adams  thinks  that  his  race  is  run,  and  that 
his  recovery  is  at  least  very  doubtful. 

Mr.  Adams,  whom  I  have  not  seen  since  his  election,  to  whom 
I  sent  my  servant  to  enquire  if  he  was  at  home  &  without  com- 
pany, saying  that  in  this  case  I  wd.  make  him  a  visit  reed,  me 
with  great  kindness,  expressed  his  thanks  to  me  for  the  note  I 
sent  him  from  the  Senate,  congratulating  him  &  his  venerable 
father  upon  his  election  as  Pr.  of  the  U.  S.  ;  adding  that  he  had 
enclosed  it  to  his  father — my  servant  whom  I  had  directed  to  re- 
turn in  a  short  hour,  came  for  me,  &  I  took  my  leave. 


William  A.  Duer  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  February  17,  1S25. 
.     .     That  Mr,  Clinton  &   Mr,   Spencer  now  avow  them- 
selves  by  anticipation    friendly  to    the   administration    of   Mr. 
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Adams,  is  notorious  &  certain  ;  but  it  is  no  less  so,  that  they 
exerted  themselves  to  procure  from  the  Legislature,  or  from  the 
Assembly  at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  an  expression  in 
favour  of  General  Jackson  :  and  it  was  not  until  they  found  that 
the  Senate  were  united  against  it,  &  a  majority  of  the  two  houses 
opposed  to  any  man  as  Senator  of  the  U.  States  who  was  hostile 
to  Mr.  Adams,  that  they  desisted  from  the  attempt.     .     .     . 

A  person  of  the  strictest  honour  &  veracity,  who  was  in  com- 
pany with  Oakley,  John  C.  Spencer  and  others,  when  the  news  of 
Mr.  Adams'  election  arrived,  informed  me,  that  they  exhibited  & 
expressed  the  strongest  mortification  &  disappointment.  Oakley 
scarcely  could  recover  himself  &  upon  being  rallied  by  Spencer 
(who  with  the  others  had  already  determined  to  put  the  best  face 
on  the  matter  &  expressed  their  acquiescence  to  what  they  found 
to  be  inevitable) — he  replied — "Why  really  gentlemen,  I  do  feel 
it  most  sensibly — I  feel  it  as  a  national  calamity — &  so  do  you  all, 
but  I  am  the  only  honest  man  among  you  &  cannot  conceal  my 
feelings."     ... 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

W.  A.  DUER. 

Mr.  Adams  on  the  13th,  January  *  made  the  following 
memorandum  : 

"  Returning  home,  I  met  Mr.  R.  King,  who  spoke  of  a  proposi- 
tion of  J.  T.  Johnston  to  apply  all  the  proceeds  of  the  land  sales 
to  purposes  of  education.  He,  (King)  thought  of  proposing 
that  they  should  be  applied*to  the  emancipation  and  exportation 
of  slaves,  with  the  consent  of  the  slave  States.  He  said  they  would 
all  consent,  north  of  S,  Carolina." 

This  was  no  crude  suggestion  on  the  part  of  Mr.  King, 
but  a  well  considered  and,  as  he  hoped,  a  possible  method  of 
abolishing  the  curse  under  which  the  country  was  suffering 
and  which  threatened  its  future  welfare.  He  was  willing 
that  the  common  heritage  should  be  used  to  extirpate  the 
local  evil,  as  soon  as  it  was  relieved  from  the  obligation  for 
which  it  had  been  pledged,  the  redemption  of  the  public 
debt,  an  obligation  which  would  soon  be  removed  ;  and  as 

*  Memoirs,  vi.,  467. 

VOL.  VI. — 38. 
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the  last  contribution  of  a  life  passed  for  so  many  years  in  his 
country's  service,  he  put  upon  the  records  of  the  Senate  on 
February  i8th,  1825  the  following  resolution  with  the  pre- 
liminary remarks,  thus  recorded. 

"  Mr.  K.ing  of  New  York,  rose  and  said,  in  offering  the  re- 
solution he  was  about  to  submit,  though  it  was  a  subject  of  great 
national  importance,  he  did  not  desire  to  debate  it,  nor  did  he 
offer  it  with  a  view  to  the  present  consideration.  He  submitted 
it  as  a  matter  for  the  future  consideration  of  the  Senate  and 
hoped  it  would  be  received,  by  all  parts  of  the  House,  as  one 
entitled  to  its  serious  attention.  He  then  laid  on  the  table  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  America^  That 
as  soon  as  the  portion  of  the  existing  funded  debt  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  payment  of  which  the  public  land  of  the  United 
States  is  pledged,  shall  have  been  paid  off,  then,  and  thence- 
forth, the  whole  of  the  public  land  of  the  United  States,  with  the 
nett  proceeds  of  all  future  sales  thereof,  shall  constitute  and  form 
a  fund,  which  is  hereby  appropriated,  and  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  is  pledged  that  the  said  fund  shall  be  inviolably  applied  to 
aid  the  emancipation  of  such  slaves,  within  any  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  aid  the  removal  of  such  slaves,  and  the  removal  of 
such  free  persons  of  color,  in  any  of  the  said  States,  as  by  the  laws 
of  the  States,  respectively,  may  be  allowed  to  be  emancipated,  or 
removed  to  any  territory  or  country  without  the  limits  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Benton, 
ordered  to  be  printed.  It  was  never  taken  from  the  table 
or  considered.  It  v^as  one  of  the  honest  endeavors  to  re- 
move this  blot  from  the  land — but  it  was  too  deep  to  be 
washed  out  by  anything  but  the  treasure  and  blood  of  the 
whole  country,  both  of  those  who  cherished  it  in  their  homes 
and  in  support  of  their  industries,  and  of  those,  who  when  the 
opportunity  to  crush  it  by  its  own  weght,  failed  to  make  use 
of  it,  but  tolerated  slavery  and  profited  by  using  the  pro- 
ducts of    slave   labor,   and    the   political    power    resulting 
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from  the  combination  of  the  slave  owners  for  their   own 
protection.* 

J.  Randolph  to  R.  King. 

Friday,  Feb.  25,  1S25. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  A  letter  which  I  received  the  day  before  yesterday 
from  the  most  intimate  friend  that  I  have  in  the  world,  who  has 
held  himself  aloof  from  all  official  connexion  with  public  affairs, 
expresses  the  deepest  regret  at  the  retirement  of  Mr.  K.  from 
public  life.  He  adds  that  so  distinguished  a  federalist  of  the  old 
school  would  have  tenfold  the  weight  in  opposition  to  weak 
&  wicked  measures,  that  could  be  given  to  one  of  the  opposite 
party,  whose  principles  are  now  discarded  or  cried  down.  "But 
he  continues.  I  do  not  wonder  at  Mr.  K's  despondency — not 
only  the  principles  which  now  hold  the  ascendency  but  the  open 
Corruption  in  all  departments,  State  as  well  as  federal,  is  too 
well  calculated  to  produce  it." 

In  these  sentiments  of  a  man,  than  whom  few,  are  more  able  & 
none  more  pure,  I  cordially  concur  &  am  with  the  highest 
respect  &  regard, 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  faithful  &  obliged 
John  Randolph  of  Roanoke. 

*  Register  of  Debates  in  Congress  1825,  i.,  623. 
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R.  King  to  J.  A.  King. 

Washington,  March  i,  1825. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  thought  of  leaving  this  on  my  return  on  Sunday  last,  but  on 
reconsideration,  concluded  to  defer  it  till  next  Sunday.  This 
reconsideration  has  been  fortunate,  as  on  Saturday  night,  I  was 
attacked  after  I  went  to  bed  by  rheumatism,  or  gout,  in  my  right 
foot :  on  Sunday  I  found  the  joint  of  my  great  toe  much  inflamed 
and  very  tender  ;  on  Sunday  night  it  swelled,  and  the  pain  abated  ; 
on  Monday  I  called  in  a  physician,  who  told  me  that  my  case 
was  a  distinctly  marked  gout.  .  .  .  Thus  I  am  at  a  short 
month  from  seventy,  attacked  for  the  first  time  with  gout. 

R.  King. 

50 
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The  mission  to  England  was  offered  to  Mr.  King  by 
Mr.  Adams,  on  the  6th  of  March,  who  thus  records  the  fact.* 

"  After  returning  home,  I  called  upon  Mr.  Rufus  King,  at  his 
lodgings  at  Williamson's.  His  term  of  service  as  a  Senator  ex- 
pired on  the  3rd.  and  he  had  declined  a  re-election,  intending  to 
retire  from  the  public  service.  He  leaves  the  city  tomorrow 
morning  to  return  home.  I  told  him  of  the  nominations  I  had 
made,  and  that  I  had  omitted  that  for  the  mission  to  England  at 
the  earnest  desire  of  Mr.  Clinton's  friends.  But,  I  said,  the  rea- 
son f  assigned  by  Mr.  Clinton  for  declining  the  appointment  was, 
in  my  opinion,  one  which  he  could  not  reconsider,  nor  had  I  any 
expectation  that  he  would.  I  therefore  asked  Mr.  King  if  he 
would  accept  that  mission. 

"  His  first  and  immediate  impulse  was  to  decline  it.  He  said 
that  his  determination  to  retire  from  the  public  service  had  been 
made  up,  and  that  this  proposal  was  utterly  unexpected  to  him. 

"  Of  this  I  was  aware  :  but  I  urged  upon  him  a  variety  of  con- 
siderations to  induce  his  acceptance  of  it  ;  the  general  importance 
of  the  mission — in  my  estimation  not  inferior  to  any  one  of  the 
Departments  ;  the  special  importance  to  the  States  of  New  York 
and  Maine  of  certain  interests  in  negotiation  with  Great  Britain  ; 
his  peculiar  qualifications  for  the  conduct  of  those  negotiations  ; 
his  duty  to  the  country  not  to  refuse  services  so  important,  and 
for  which  perhaps  no  other  individual  would  be  so  well  suited  ; 
the  satisfaction  which  the  appointment,  and  his  acceptance  of  it, 
would  give  to  the  federal  party  throughout  the  Union  ;  the  ten- 
dency it  would  have  to  heal  our  divisions  and  harmonize  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people  ;  the  opportunity  which  he  would  afford  me  of 
promoting  this  reconciliation  of  parties,  and  at  the  same  time  of 
proving  by  my  example  the  sincerity  of  the  sentiments  avowed  in 
my  address.  I  dwelt  with  earnestness  upon  all  these  motives,  and 
apparently  not  without  effect.  He  admitted  the  force  of  them, 
and  finally  promised  fully  to  consider  of  the  proposal  before  giv- 
ing me  a  definite  answer."  J 

*  Memoirs  vi.,  522-3. 

f  That  he  had  but  recently  been  elected  to  the  office  of  Governor  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  was  bound  to  fulfil  the  duties  to  which  he  had  been  called. 

X  "  The  conciliating  bent  of  the  new  administration,  to  which  allusion  has  been 
made,  appeared  further  in  filling  the  vacant  English  Mission,  the  best  office,  if 
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Private. 

J.  Q.  Adams  to  R.  King. 

Washington,  17  March,  1825. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

On  the  evening  before  your  departure  from  this  place,  I  ap- 
prized you  of  my  desire  and  intention  to  invite  your  acceptance 
of  a  Mission  to  Great  Britain.  Of  the  general  importance  of  the 
objects  of  negotiation  involved  in  that  Mission  ;  of  the  special 
interest  to  the  States  of  New  York  and  of  Maine,  connected  with 
it ;  of  the  credit  to  the  administration,  derivable  from  your  ac- 
ceptance of  a  trust  so  high  and  confidential  from  it,  I  shall  only 
now  speak  by  referring  you  to  the  considerations  which  I  then 
more  fully  suggested  to  you.  There  were  others  perhaps  not  less 
impressive,  and  which  I  hope  have  not  lost  their  weight  in  your 
mind  upon  reflection.  I  now  write  in  fulfilment  of  the  purpose 
then  adverted  to  ;  and  to  express  the  hope  that  you  may  find  it 
convenient  to  embark  for  England,  in  the  course  of  the  next 
month.  Mr.  Appleton,  the  Secretary  recently  appointed  to  the 
Legation,  is  now  in  this  Country  ;  and  it  is  desirable  that  the 
successor  to  the  Mission  should  arrive  in  England  before  the  de- 
parture of  Mr.  Rush  to  return  home. 

Let  me  have  your  favorable  answer,  as  soon  as  may  be. 
I  am  with  the  highest  respect.  Dear  Sir, 

faithfully  yours, 
J.  Q.  Adams. 

R.  King  to  J.  Q.  Adams. 

Jamaica,  Queens,  March  22d,  1825. 
Mv  DEAR  Sir  : 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  17th  instant,  which  I  received  last 

not  the  only  one  outside  the  cabinet  which  Adams  held  clearly  at  his  own  dis- 
posal ;  this  was  tendered  to  DeWitt  Clinton,  who  had  already  gone  into  the 
opposition,  and  was  refused  ;  and  then  the  aged  King,  who  had  been  one  of 
the  first  to  congratulate  the  President-elect,  received  the  appointment,  and 
after  much  pressing  consented  to  accept  the  post.  There  was  something  touch- 
ing in  the  return  of  this  illustrious  statesman  to  the  court  of  London  that  he 
might  serve  the  son  abroad  as  he  had  served  the  father ;  but  King,  who  had 
reached  his  threescore  and  ten,  belonged  already  to  the  past,  and  after  ac- 
complishing nothing,  ill  health  sent  him  back  over  the  ocean  to  die  at  home." 
— Schouler,  Hist,  of  the  U.  S.,  III.,  343. 
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evening  I  may  observe  from  the  tenor  of  the  observations,  which 
occurred  at  the  interview  of  the  evening  before  I  left  Washington, 
that  I  supposed  myself  at  liberty  to  take  time  to  consider  the 
friendly  but  unexpected  proposal,  that  you  made  to  me  on  that 
occasion,  &  respecting  which  I  did  not  at  the  time  omit  to  allude 
to  difficulties  standing  in  the  way  of  my  consent.  It  being  under- 
stood that  the  return  of  Mr.  Rush  was  not  expected  till  towards 
midsummer,  I  not  only  believed  that  the  interval  would  afford  me 
the  opportunity  to  confer  with  my  family,  to  arrange  my  private 
affairs,  but  also  to  consult  the  friends,  whose  opinions  I  am  accus- 
tomed to  respect.  I  left  W.  with  this  opinion,  strongly  impressed, 
however,  with  the  importance  of  the  communications,  which  you 
had  made  to  me.  As  yet  I  have  not  been  able  to  do  more  than  to 
break  the  subject  to  the  members  of  my  family,  distressed  as  we 
have  been  by  a  recent  affliction  *  :  although  I  cannot  say  that  I 
am  prepared  to  make  an  explicit  answer,  I  may  observe  that  the 
importance,  which  you  were  good  enough  to  ascribe  to  my  accept- 
ance, has  acquired  such  weight  in  my  mind,  that  I  am  encouraged 
to  hope  that  the  difficulties  in  the  course  proposed  to  me,  may  still 
further  diminish.  It  is  nevertheless  proper  that  I  should  be  ex- 
plicit, as  to  the  time  mentioned,  of  embarking  for  England,  fore- 
seeing as  I  do,  the  personal  difficulties  to  my  doing  so,  in  season 
to  meet  Mr.  Rush  there,  before  his  embarkation.  I  should  not 
suggest  delay,  although  the  habitual  relaxation  of  business  during 
the  long  vacation  of  Summer,  did  I  not  thereby  hope  to  overcome 
objections.  I  perceive  no  reason,  why  Mr.  Appleton  may  not 
proceed  in  time  to  meet  Mr.  Rush  in  England,  and  receive  from 
him,  the  Charge  of  the  Affairs  of  the  Legation  :  I  myself  might 
be  glad  to  meet  Mr.  Rush,  which  may  happen  in  this  country, 
should  his  arrival  be  delayed  as  expected. 

With  the  highest  Respect 
I  am  Dr.  Sir 
Your  faithful  &  obedient  Servt. 

R.  K. 
*  The  death  of  his  son  Charles's  wife,  to  whom  he  was  warmly  attached. 
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R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  March  22,  1825. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

I  left  Washington  on  Sunday  the  6th  instant,  and  reached  home 
Wednesday  the  9th  ;  during  the  last  week  of  the  Session  I  was  con- 
fined, and  unable  to  attend  the  Senate.  I  was  not  present  at  Mr. 
A's  inaugural  Speech,  &  did  not  see  him  afterwards,  till  the  day 
before  I  left  Washington,  when  he  sent  a  message  to  inform  me 
that  in  the  course  of  the  day  he  would  make  me  a  visit,  I  as- 
cribed the  message  to  my  confinement,  which  had  induced  me  to 
send  a  card  to  Mr.  Adams'  house,  to  take  leave  of  him  before  my 
departure  the  next  day.  Mr  A.  did  not  come  till  the  evening. 
After  the  usual  salutations,  and  enquiry  respecting  my  health, 
and  the  expressions  of  regret  on  my  part  that  I  had  been  unable 
to  call  upon  him  before  my  departure,  I  renewed  my  congratula- 
tions on  his  election,  and  alluding  to  his  inaugural  Speech,  ex- 
pressed my  satisfaction  with  it,  provided  it  was  intended  to  be 
observed  in  practice  ;  adding  that  tho'  the  construction  of  the 
Constitution,  went  beyond  my  interpretation,  on  the  matter  of 
internal  improvements,  it  might  be,  that  the  growth  of  the  coun- 
try and  the  increase  of  its  resources  may  be  thought  to  call  for 
the  enlarged  construction  that  is  given  to  it. 

In  regard  to  the  reunion  of  parties,  the  inaugural  Speech  de- 
served my  unqualified  approbation,  since  no  event,  would  in  my 
opinion  be  more  likely  to  promote  the  welfare  &  prosperity  of  the 
country.  The  theory  of  our  Government  may  not  authorize  the 
expectation  that  we  are  to  be  exempt  from  the  influence  of  party, 
perhaps  we  ought  not  to  wish  such  exemption,  as  the  occasional 
appearance  of  parties  proved  the  freedom  of  our  condition,  and  if 
they  are  temporary,  evince  the  innocence  of  their  existence.  Mr. 
A.  confirmed  with  decision  what  is  contained  in  the  Speech,  ob- 
served that  the  subjects  had  been  deliberately  considered  and  the 
opinions  being  well  settled  would,  as  far  as  depended  on  him,  be 
faithfully  executed  ;  in  carrying  them  into  effect,  he  must  rely 
upon  the  assistance  of  those,  without  whom  it  could  not  be  done. 
The  success  of  his  administration  would  depend  upon  two  im- 
portant points  :  a  Treaty  with  England,  on  matters  concerning 
which  a  negotiation  had  been  commenced,  had  reached  a  given 
stage  without  coming  to  an  agreement,  and  which,  at  the  request 


1825]  LIFE  AND   CORRESPONDENCE.  60I 

of  England,  was  to  be  again  resumed  ;  the  principal  points  of  the 
negotiation  relate  to  the  English  colonial  trade  with  the  U.  S. 
the  navigation  of  the  River  Saint  Lawrence,  and  the  settlement  of 
Boundaries. 

With  the  first,  Mr  A.  observed  that  I  was  fully  acquainted,  and 
on  this  account  as  well  as  what  Mr  A.  called  my  favorable  stand- 
ing in  England,  I  was  believed  to  be  well  qualified  to  resume  the 
negotiation  on  our  part  ;  the  independence  of  the  Spanish  prov- 
inces would  serve  to  strengthen  our  claims,  and  the  diminished 
importance  of  the  colonial  dependencies  to  England  might  facili- 
tate the  negotiation. 

If  England  did  not  admit  our  right  to  navigate  the  R.  Saint 
Lawrence,  it  was  plain  from  the  discussions  which  had  taken 
place  respecting  it,  that  she  may  be  willing  to  allow  the  same  in 
exchange  for  a  road,  or  right  of  passage,  between  her  Provinces, 
thro'  the  N.  E.  angle  of  the  State  of  Maine  ;  that  as  N.  Y.  of  wh 
I  was  an  inhabitant,  «&  Maine  of  wh  I  was  a  native,  were  particu- 
larly interested  in  such  exchange,  no  other  person  would  be  more 
fit  than  myself,  to  adjust  these  questions  in  a  satisfactory  man- 
ner. Though  I  had  honorably  retired  from  the  Senate,  with  the 
exception  of  my  present  attack  of  the  gout,  which  might  be  ex- 
pected to  promote  my  general  health,  I  could  not  in  the  language 
of  Mr  A.  claim  to  be  exempt  from  public  duties  ;  having  many 
friends  in  England,  he  thought  I  was  more  likely  than  any  other 
person,  to  conciliate  or  remove  the  jealousy  &  difficulty  connected 
with  this  negotiation  ;  that  the  settlement  of  these  questions  by 
me  would  probably  receive  the  approbation  of  N.  Y.  &  M. 

As  regards  a  treaty  with  England,  my  assistance  was  deemed 
by  him  most  desirable  ;  the  reunion  of  parties  was  in  his  mind 
an  object  of  the  very  highest  importance,  to  the  success  of  his  ad- 
ministration, and  the  welfare  of  the  Union  ;  and  as  I  was  distin- 
guished in  one  of  the  parties,  my  employment  would  prove  the 
sincerity  of  his  Speech  on  this  head,  and  could  not  fail  in  all  re- 
spects to  be  satisfactory  ;  that  he  offered  me  the  mission  to  Lon- 
don, with  an  earnest  desire  that  I  should  accept  it ;  that  he 
regarded  my  doing  so,  to  be  very  important  in  the  obtaining  of  a 
beneficial  treaty  with  England  ;  and  as  the  first,  and  great  step  in 
the  reunion  of  parties  ;  that  he  would  not  urge  an  immediate  de- 
cision, as  things  could  wait  for  the  present,  &  as  Mr.  Rush  would 
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not  return  till  the  summer,  I  should    have  time  for  considera- 
tion. 

I  observed  in  reply,  that  nothing  could  have  surprized  me  more, 
than  what  he  had  been  saying,  so  far  as  it  personally  respects  my- 
self ;  that  it  was  wholly  unforseen  &  neither  expected,  nor  de- 
sired ;  that  after  much  reflection  I  had  determined  to  withdraw 
from  public  life  ;  that  the  topics  on  which  he  had  touched  relating 
as  they  did  to  matters  of  great  interest  &  importance,  did  not  fail 
to  awaken  my  attention,  but  my  mind  could  not  readily  abandon 
its  actual  bias  ;  that  I  could  say  no  more,  than  that  I  would  con- 
sider the  subject,  perhaps  consult  my  friends,  without  being  able 
to  give  any  assurance  of  my  answer.  Mr  A  urged  me  to  do  so 
adding  that  there  was  no  occasion  of  an  immediate  answer. 
With  great  respect  &  regard 

I  am  your  faithful  &  obedient 

friend  &  servant. 

RuFus  King. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Private. 

Jamaica,  24  March,  1825. 

I  am  your  Senior,  and  though  my  health  is  good  I  am  today 
seventy  years  of  age.  Time  has  neither  spared  my  body,  nor 
mind,  both  feel  the  effects  thereof.  Some  time  since  I  deliberately 
concluded  that  the  period  of  retirement  had  arrived,  yet  as  you 
will  perceive,  I  am  invited  again  to  engage  in  public  affairs,  al- 
though "  non  sum  qualis  eram."  I  am  told  that  this  fact  will  not 
excuse  me,  but  we  are  not  the  safest  Judges  of  questions  which 
concern  ourselves,  and  on  no  subject  are  we  more  likely  to  deceive 
ourselves,  than  upon  such  an  occasion  as  that,  which  I  am  now 
to  determine.  I  therefore  adjure  you  to  consider  my  case,  and 
give  me  the  counsel  of  a  faithful  friend  without  fear  or  flattery, 

RuFUS  King. 

J.  Q.  Adams  to  R.  King. 

Washington,  26  March,  1825. 
Mv  DEAR  Sir  : 

When  in  my  last  Letter  I  expressed  the  hope,  not  only  that 
you  would  on  mature  deliberation  accede  to  the  proposal  which  on 
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the  eve  of  your  departure  from  this  place  I  had  first  intimated  to 
you,  but  that  you  would  find  it  convenient  to  embark  in  the  course 
of  the  next  month,  I  was  not  aware  that  the  shortness  of  time 
would  be  one  of  the  obstacles  to  be  overcome  ;  or  that  from  the 
circumstances  of  any  part  of  your  family  you  would  have  occasion 
to  wish  for  a  delay.  This  however  can  constitute  no  difficulty. 
The  time  shall  be  accommodated  to  your  convenience  ;  and  if 
desirable  to  you  may  be  postponed  till  after  the  arrival  of  Mr, 
Rush.  I  hope  that  in  the  meantime  I  may  consider  your  Letter 
of  the  22d.  as  expressive  of  your  assent,  and  that  my  arrangements 
may  be  made  accordingly.  I  add  only  the  request  that  you  would 
have  the  goodness  to  let  me  know,  at  or  about  what  time  you 
think  you  will  be  able  to  go. 

We  sympathise  deeply  with  you  in  the  distress  of  your  recent 
bereavement ;  of  which  I  pray  you  to  assure  your  Son,  as  well  for 
Mrs.  Adams  as  for  myself. 

I  remain,  Dear  Sir,  with  great  Respect,  and  attachment 

faithfully  your's  J.  Q.  Adams. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  31  March,  1825. 

My  dear  Friend  : 

I  cannot  but  applaud  the  judgment  of  Mr.  Adams  in  the  Pro- 
posal He  has  made  to  you.  He  certainly  says  no  more  than  can 
be  justified,  in  speaking  of  the  high  character  you  have  sustained 
in  the  old  Country,  &  which  has  doubtless  not  been  diminished 
by  the  contrast  displayed  in  the  weakness,  caprice  &  queer  tem- 
per of  some  who  have  represented  the  U.  S.  there,  since  your 
Return.  I  perfectly  accord  with  his  opinion,  that  any  arrange- 
ment you  could  &  would  make  on  the  Topics  referred  to,  would 
probably  be  more  satisfactory  to  this  Country  than  by  any  other 
man,  and  for  this  Reason  ;  because  I  am  thoroughly  convinced 
that  no  one  is  so  capable  of  attaining  the  Purpose  proposed  by 
our  Government.  The  Points  &  Principles,  on  which  the  nego- 
tiation would  be  likely  to  depend,  unless  I  greatly  mistake,  have 
long  been  the  subject  of  your  thoughts  &  meditation,  and  are 
familiar  to  your  mind  with  all  the  Learning  applicable  thereto 
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and  which  can  be  brought  to  elucidate  &  support  the  grounds 
of  a  termination  &  Decision  favourable  to  the  Interests  of  the 
U.  S. 

These  Reflections  do,  in  my  judgment,  evince  clearly  your  duty 
to  undertake  the  Business  ;  if  there  exists  no  personal  objection 
to  the  voyage  nor  to  your  absence  from  Home  on  account  of 
feeble  Health. 

I  should  be  much  inclined  to  believe  that  the  occupation 
abroad,  the  Change  of  Country,  and  the  variation  of  Scene  would 
be  conducive  to  your  Health  &  Enjoyment. 

Considering  the  Course  of  your  studies.  Reflections,  and  con- 
stant occupation  for  many  years  on  the  Subjects  to  be  arranged, 
it  cannot  be  a  work  of  Labour  inconsistent  in  any  degree  with 
the  Health  of  either  your  Body  or  mind,  and  I  do  verily  believe, 
these  will  be  more  promoted  by  the  Employment  than  by  any 
plan  of  Life  you  are  likely  to  pursue  at  Jamaica. 

Your  letter  of  the  24  &  its  Enclosure  reached  me  on  the  28, 
and  has  been  constantly  before  my  mind  till  this  day,  when  I 
came  to  the  Result  as  stated  above,  and  in  the  Correctness  of  the 
Judgment  I  have  offered  I  am  without  doubt,  that  you  may  come 
to  a  Determination,  which  shall  produce  Good  to  our  common 
Country,  Health,  Happiness  and  Increase  of  fame  to  yourself. 

C.  Gore. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  April  4th,  1825. 

My  dear  Friend  : 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  31  ultimo.  I  may  give  to  it 
more  influence  than  the  difficulties  of  the  mission  will  authorize. 
Except  the  members  of  my  own  family  I  have  consulted  no  per- 
son but  yourself.  My  inclinations  are  quite  equal  to  my  strength  : 
and  I  am  less  confident  even  with  the  support  of  your  opinion,  than 
formerly  I  should  have  been.  It  belongs  to  my  period  of  life  to 
estimate  objections  in  all  their  force,  and  to  place  less  confidence 
in  the  power  to  overcome  them.  The  removal  for  a  time  only  to 
England,    and    the   separation    from    family    and    friends   offer 
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greater  impediments  than  had  been  anticipated  ;  so  much  so, 
that  unless  John  *  and  his  wife,  with  a  portion  of  their  children 
accompany  me,  I  ought  to  hesitate  upon  my  going  without  them. 
The  measure  is  liable  to  difificulty.  John  is  not  of  an  age  to  go 
abroad  without  employment  or  for  mere  amusement,  &  his  wife 
may  be  unwilling  to  leave  her  father,f  who  is  about  my  age,  & 
has  less  good  health  than  he  has  formerly  enjoyed,  &  he  too  may 
be  unwilling  to  consent  to  her  absence.  Neither  Charles,  nor 
James,  could  replace  John  &  his  wife  ;  besides,  Sally,  in  addition 
to  her  own  family,  takes  charge  of  the  elder  daughters  of  Charles  ; 
the  two  elder  boys  are  at  school  at  this  place,  and  one  or  two  of 
the  youngest  are  with  Mrs.  Gracie.  Frederic  marries  next 
month,  and  goes  into  Dr.  Post's  family,  in  professional  connection 
with  the  Doctor ;  besides  he  and  his  wife  would  want  my  care, 
instead  of  my  receiving  theirs.  At  present  this  part  of  the 
subject  employs  my  mind.  Should  the  arrangement  respecting 
John  &  his  family  be  settled,  it  will  still  remain  for  Mr.  Adams  to 
decide  whether  he  will  appoint  John  Secretary  of  my  Legation, 
without  which  he  &  his  friends  may  be  unwilling  that  he  should 
go  abroad. 

A  person  of  the  name  of  Appleton  has  been  employed  at  Lis- 
bon &  Madrid  as  Secretary  of  Legation.  Lately  he  has  ex- 
changed with  young  Smith,  nephew  of  the  President,  who  is 
appointed  Secretary  to  the  Legation  at  Madrid  in  place  of 
Appleton,  who  is  also  appointed  Smith's  successor  of  the  Lega- 
tion of  England.  Appleton  is  protected  by  the  President  ;  who 
if  he  can  be  otherwise  provided  for,  would  make  a  vacancy  to 
which  John  might  be  appointed,  and  thus  our  little  project  might 
be  carried  into  effect. 

I  am  not  disposed  to  write  to  the  President  for  these  purposes  ; 
but  in  the  event  that  John,  his  wife  &  her  father  consent,  I  shall 
write  a  letter  to  the  President,  informing  him  that  Charles  will 
proceed  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  of  making  to  him  a  com- 
munication on  my  part,  according  to  which  I  consent  to  accept 
the  Mission  to  G.  Britain,  and  shall  be  ready  at  such  time  as  he 
may  name,  after  the  middle  of  May,  to  embark. 

You   will    observe  that  my  proposition    is  affirmative,  saying 

*  His  oldest  son.  f  Cornelius  Ray. 
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nothing  concerning  my  course  in  case  of  Mr.  Appleton's  appoint- 
ment stands  in  my  way  :  thus  before  I  am  in  office  I  commence 

en  Jiplomaie. 

faithfully  yr.  ob.  sert. 

RuFUS  King. 

Mr.  King  had  written  to  Mr.  Adams  that  Mr.  Charles 
King  would  call  upon  him  to  make  a  proposition  upon  which 
would  depend  his  acceptance  of  the  Mission.  The  follow- 
ing letter  explains  the  result  of  the  visit. 

C.  King  to  R.  King. 

Williamsons,  Washington,  Saturday  3  o'clk. 
Dr.  Sir  : 

I  arrived  about  two  hours  ago  &  called  immediately  on  Mr. 
Adams  to  communicate  my  business.  He  replied  with  very  little 
hesitation,  that  I  might  be  assured  of  his  disposition  to  do  what- 
ever you  desired ;  that  he  would  see  what  disposition  could  be 
made  of  Mr.  Appleton,  for  that  was  the  only  difficulty,  tho'  he 
confessed  he  did  not  know  just  then  how  he  was  to  be  provided 
for  ;  but  that  he  would  consider  of  it,  &  let  me  know  on  Monday. 
He  repeated  more  than  once,  that  the  only  difficulty  was  how  to 
dispose  of  Appleton.  He  seemed  to  enter  at  once  into  the  mo- 
tives which  interested  you  in  desiring  this  arrangement,  and  un- 
derstood perfectly  well,  that  it  was  from  no  disrespect  towards,  or 
want  of  confidence,  in  Mr.  Appleton.  This  gentleman  is  now  in 
Boston.  The  decision  will  however  be  made  without  consulting 
him. 

I  put  it  to  Mr.  Adams  entirely  as  a  matter  of  personal  conven- 
ience to  you,  and  not  at  all  as  one  in  which  John  had  any  immedi- 
ate interest.  ^ 
.     .     .     Very  truly  yours 

Cha'l.  King. 

C.  King  to  R.  King. 
Saturday  Evening,  gth  Apl.  1825,  ^  past  8  o'clk. 

Dr.  Sir  : 

I  have  just  come  from  Mr,  Adams,  who  said  to  me  immediately 
on  entering  his  room  this  afternoon  that  he  had  thought  of  the 
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subject  I  had  mentioned  in  the  morning,  and  that  he  had  come  to 
the  conclusion  to  acquiesce  at  once  in  your  request,  and  take  the 
chance  of  what  might  oi¥er  for  Mr.  Appleton.  He  then  went  on 
to  say  that  he  thought  the  request  perfectly  natural  &  reasonable, 
and  such  an  one  as  he  had  pleasure  in  complying  with  ;  adding 
that  he  was  desirous  you  should  go  as  early  as  convenient.  I 
mentioned  the  middle  of  next  month  as  the  earliest.  I  shall 
probably  leave  here  Monday — dining  again  to-morrow  with  Mr. 
Adams,  who  with  Mrs.  Adams,  seems  to  take  pains  to  make  me 
welcome. 

Yours  truly, 

Cha'l.  King. 


C.  King  to  R.  King. 

Washington,  Sunday  Evening,  loth  April,  1825, 
Dr.  Sir  : 

After  I  wrote  to  you  last  evening  I  paid  a  visit  to  Mr.  Clay 
who  received  me  with  all  the  warmth  of  an  old  friend.  He  very 
soon  introduced  the  topic  of  the  London  Mission,  told  me  he  had 
seen  Mr.  Adams,  who  had  communicated  to  him  your  request 
concerning  John,  which  he  unhesitatingly  told  the  President 
ought  to  be  granted  ;  that  as  to  Mr.  Appleton  there  were  one  or 
two  objects  connected  with  the  foreign  intercourse  of  the  Country 
to  which  he  might  be  directed,  and  that  in  all  other  respects  he 
thought  the  request  reasonable  &  proper ;  that  the  President 
acquiesced  readily  in  these  suggestions,  and  that  it  was  therefore 
determined  so  to  inform  me.  As  I  apprised  Mr.  Clay  the 
President  had  done  so  at  dinner,  Mr.  Clay  then  went  on  to  speak 
in  a  very  flattering,  manner  concerning  your  appointment  which 
he  said  was  highly  satisfactory  to  him  first  as  regarded  the  nation 
which  he  thought  would  be  more  effectually  served  by  you  than 
by  any  one  else,  and  second  as  regarded  himself,  as  from  your 
perfect  knowledge  of,  and  acquaintance  with,  the  subjects  at  issue 
between  the  tvvo  Countries,  he  would  be  spared  much  labor  in 
making  out  the  instructions — a  task,  as  he  added,  to  which  he  had 
looked  forward  with  no  little  concern.  We  spent  a  long  evening, 
or  almost  night  together,  and  I  was  gratified  not  less  with  the 
manner  in  which  he  spoke  of  you,  than  with  his  unreserved  & 
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friendly  treatment  of  myself.  He  paid  me  a  long  visit  to  day  by 
appointment,  in  which  the  same  frank  &  kind  spirit  was  mani- 
fested, and  we  parted  with  the  promise  of  keeping  each  other 
mutually  informed  of  what  was  going  on  around  us. 

Among  other  things  which  he  volunteered  to  say  to  me  was  this, 
that  he  had  always  felt  that  he  had  been  the  means,  tho'  most 
innocently  as  to  intention,  of  putting  me  in  a  piece  of  business, 
which  had  been  the  source  of  much  vexation  &  undeserved 
reproach  to  me,  the  Dartmoor  inquiry  ;  that  the  attacks  which  had 
been  made  upon  me  on  account  of  it,  were  most  infamous  ;  and 
that  he  hoped  one  day  to  have  an  opportunity  of  making  amends 
to  me  for  it.  I  thanked  him  of  course  for  his  kindness,  and 
merely  added  that  as  I  had  nothing  to  reproach  myself  with  on 
that  occasion,  the  attack  to  which  it  had  led,  had  not  at  all 
affected  me. 

With  respect  to  the  notification  of  your  appointment,  it  will  I 
presume  be  made  in  a  few  days  ;  without  any  reference  however 
to  that  of  John,  which  will  merely  be  announced,  after  Appleton 
shall  have  been  disposed  of,  and  when  you  are  about  embarking. 
Mean  time  Mr.  Clay  said  both  you  «&  John  would  be  written  to 
immediately. 

As  respects  a  frigate  the  President  told  me,  that  there  had  been 
so  much  disagreement  &  jarring  between  the  Commanders  of 
ships  of  war  &  the  Ministers  whom  they  had  been  ordered  to 
carry — and  citing  in  proof  thereof  the  cases  (which  I  had  never 
heard  before),  of  G.  W.  Campbell  with  Capt.  McDonough  &  of 
Rush  with  Stewart,  as  well  as  that  of  Rodney  with  Biddle — that 
he  had  determined  to  adopt  it  as  a  rule,  that  wherever  a  minister 
could  conveniently  go  out  in  any  other  way,  he  would  not  send 
a  ship  of  war;  that  both  in  point  of  expense,  and  comfort  a 
merchant  vessel  was  preferable,  &  that  as  to  the  dignity  the 
effect  of  it  was  confined  to  the  single  port  of  debarcation  in  the 
foreign  Country  ; — he  added  with  respect  to  Poinsett's  going  out 
in  the  Constellation,  that  he  in  the  first  place  was  bound  to  that 
station,  and  secondly  that  no  other  fitting  conveyance  was  to  be 
had.     My  respect  to  the  Secretary  ! 

Yours  very  truly 

Chas.  King. 
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H.  W.  Addington  to  R.  King. 

Private. 

Washington,  April  16,  1825. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  cannot  refrain  from  writing  one  line  to  you  to  express  the 
sincere  pleasure  which  it  gave  me  to  find  that  you  had  been  pre- 
vailed upon  to  accept  the  situation  of  American  Minister  to  "  The 
old  Country."  I  am  more  particularly  gratified  at  this  circum- 
stance at  the  present  moment,  as  the  negotiations  on  foot  between 
our  two  Countries  are  of  an  arduous  and  deliberate  nature,  and 
require  the  liberal  and  gentleman  like  feelings  and  thorough  ac- 
quaintance with  business,  of  a  man  like  yourself  to  bring  them  to 
a  successful  termination, 

I  therefore  congratulate  both  our  Countries  and  yourself  equally 
on  your  appointment.  You  will  find  many  an  old  friend  in  Eng- 
land heartily  glad  to  see  you  there  once  more. 

I  conclude  it  will  not  be  long  ere  you  set  out  for  your  desti- 
nation. 

I  beg  to  offer  you  my  best  wishes  for  a  happy  voyage,  and  suc- 
cess in  the  objects  intrusted  to  your  charge,  such  as  shall  conduce 
equally  to  the  well  understood  interests  of  two  nations  which 
ought  to  be,  and  I  trust  will  soon  be,  bound  to  each  other  by  the 
closest  ties  of  friendship  and  mutual  regard. 
I  am,  Dear  Sir,  with  real  esteem. 

Your  very  faithful  Servant 

H.  W.  Addington. 

There  are  many  letters  among  Mr.  King's  papers  from  his 
old  friends  at  home,  R.  H.  Goldsborough,  C.  F.  Mercer,  Benj. 
Hall,  H.  G.  Otis,  his  brother  William  King,  and  others,  send- 
ing him  affectionate  greetings  and  confident  expressions  of 
opinion  that  his  own  fame  and  the  welfare  of  the  country 
will  be  increased  by  the  labors  he  will  be  engaged  in.  Mr. 
Mercer  (April  22d)  says  among  other  thoughtful  sugges- 
tions, that  his  friend  Mr.  Carter  will  send  him  some  Virginia, 
hams  to  be  consumed  on  his  voyage  to  England,  and  that 

"  they  may  be    provocative   to  thirst  and  prompt  you  to  drink 
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one  glass  more  of  wine  than  your  habitual  sobriety  might  other- 
wise quaff.  All  I  have  farther  to  add  is  to  beg  it  may  be  in  re- 
membrance of  our  common  efforts  to  abolish  two  great  calamities, 
afflicting  alike  the  two  great  Continents,  the  slave  trade  and 
slavery.*  .  .  .  The  voyage  I  hope  will  add  many  years  of  happiness 
to  your  life,  and  crowning  your  latter  days  with  honor  alike  aug- 
ment the  glory  of  our  common  and  beloved  country." 

M.  Van  Buren  to  R.  King. 

Albany,  April  29,  1825. 
Dear  Sir  : 

Yours  of  the  12th  was  received  at  the  moment  of  my  departure 
for  Columbia  where  I  have  since  been  confined  by  indisposition. 
I  have  however  entirely  recovered  &  in  a  few  days  go  west  on 
some  private  business.  The  fact  of  the  offer  of  the  Mission  to 
you  had  been  previously  communicated  to  me  &  I  am  happy  to 
learn  that  you  have  found  no  objection  to  its  acceptance.  When 
will  you  go  ?  If  it  is  not  before  the  middle  of  June,  I  hope  to 
have  the  pleasure  of  seeing  you,  but  whether  I  do  or  not  my  sin- 
cere prayer  is  that  health  happiness  and  honour  may  attend  you.f 

With  respect  &  esteem 

Your  obedt.  Sert. 

M.  V.  Buren. 

*  Mr.  Mercer  was  an  earnest  advocate  for  the  colonization  of  the  colored  peo- 
ple in  Africa,  which,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  letter  Mr.  King  did  not 

approve. 

R.  King  to  Elijah  Mills. 

Jamaica,  June  14,  1824. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  thank  you  for  your  kind  letter  after  you  arrived  at  N.  Hampton ;  the 
enclosure  I  shall  in  due  time  send  to  Mr.  Mercer,  who  will  publish  it  in  the 
Journal  of  their  Colonization  Society  ;  never  having  had  confidence  in  the  bene- 
fits expected  to  be  derived  from  what  has  seemed  to  me  a  project  doomed  to 
failure,  the  late  accounts  from  Africa  must  generally  discourage  the  efforts 
making  at  Sierra  Leone  as  well  as  at  Cape  Mesurado.  The  only  point,  which 
this  scheme  of  Colonization  was  calculated  to  promote,  was  the  attention  which 
it  drew  to  the  desperate  condition  of  the  slave  States  ;  which  without  the  adop- 
tion of  adequate  means  to  mitigate,  or  put  an  end  to  slavery,  must  at  no  remote 
period  endure  calamities,  that  the  order  &  justice  of  providence  prepare  for  the 
oppressor. 

f  In  the  letter  of  C.  King  to  J.  A.  King,  July  22,  1825,  the  following  remarks 
are  made  : 

"  By  the  enclosed  article  (from  the  Albany  Argus)  you  will  now  see  that  it  is 
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R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

Jamaica,  18  May  1825. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

I  have  received  your  kind  letter  of  the  13th  instant  ;  so  many 
little  affairs  have  called  for  my  attention,  a  daily  correspondence 
with  Washington,  and  the  fixing  upon  the  12th  as  the  day  for 
Frederic's  marriage,  stood  in  the  way  of  my  inclination  to  have 
made  a  visit  at  Waltham  before  my  departure  for  England.  I 
cannot  withhold  another  circumstance  which  pressed  upon  my 
mind,  that  the  interview  would  be  clouded  by  the  apprehension 
that  it  might  be  our  last,  the  parting  of  old  friends,  by  a  separa- 
tion for  an  uncertain  period,  and  for  greater  distances,  which 
would  have  been  our  case,  constitutes  a  scene  which  we  both 
must  have  desired  to  avoid.     .     .     . 

Today  I  received  by  a  messenger  the  concluding  despatches 
from  the  Department  of  State  ;  we  expect  to  sail  on  the  first  of 
June,  and  I  am  diligently  employed  to  prepare  for  this  Event ; 
my  health  is  pretty  good,  tho'  somewhat  enfeebled  by  the  attack 
of  Gout  ;  my  voyage  may  assist  me  in  regaining  my  strength. 

Let  me  hear  from  you  often  ;  a  word  from  some  is  worth  more 
than  a  volume  from  others.  Farewell  my  dear,  &  faithful  friends, 
may  it  be  the  will  of  Providence,  that  we  may  not  yet  be  sepa- 
rated— Again  farewell. 

RuFus  King. 

judged  expedient  to  treat  it  (the  appointment)  as  '  ill  judged  and  unpopular.' 
The  whole  of  the  article  is,  I  think.  Van  Buren's,  or,  at  least,  written  with  his 
concurrence  ;  for  it  is  in  the  nature  of  a  manifesto  to  the  party." 


CHAPTER  XXXVII. 

Hamilton  Papers  in  King's  Hands  from  Judge  Pendleton — Demand  for  their 
Delivery  to  Hamilton  Family — King's  Refusal — J.  A.  Hamilton's  Corre- 
spondence— Chancery  Suit  to  obtain  them — Suit  not  pushed  while  King  in 
England — Bushrod  Washington  to  C.  King — About  Farewell  Address — 
King's  Statement — J.  Duer  to  J.  A.  Hamilton — Directed  to  deliver  the 
Papers — Suit  discontinued — King  sails  for  England — Stays  at  Cheltenham 
— Proceeds  to  London — Sir  H.  Halford  to  J.  A.  King — The  King  regrets 
Mr.  King's  Health  prevents  his  Presentation — Canning  to  King — Will 
visit  him  at  Cheltenham — King  to  Canning — Thanks  and  Confidence  that 
their  Business  will  be  frankly  conducted — King — Interview  with  Canning — 
Conversation  about  Cuba — England's  Views  agree  with  those  of  the  United 
States — Lord  Bexley  to  King — Kind  Expressions  of  Welcome — Bishops 
Hobart  and  Chase — C.  King  to  King — Noah  and  the  Argus  against  his 
Appointment — Lord  Bathurst  to  King — Welcome — King  to  Lord  Bathurst 
— Pleasure  in  finding  so  many  distinguished  Men  whom  he  had  known  in 
Office — Lafayette  to  King — To  embark  for  France — Lord  Grenville  to 
King — Cordial  Welcome. 

Shortly  before  leaving  for  England  an  incident  occurred 
to  Mr.  King  which  caused  him  much  annoyance  and  at  the 
same  time  was  the  means  of  breaking  up  relations  with  the 
family  of  General  Hamilton,  which  had  previously  been  of 
the  most  intimate  and  friendly  character.  It  appears  that 
in  1810  Judge  Pendleton,  who  was  one  of  General  Hamil- 
ton's executors,  placed  in  Mr.  King's  hands  a  sealed  package, 
from  among  General  Hamilton's  papers,  which  he  requested 
him  to  keep,  and  which  had  remained  from  that  time  un- 
opened and  as  originally  sealed. 

Previous  to  the  present  year,  Mr.  John  C.  Hamilton  had 
been  engaged  in  collecting  evidence  to  show  that  his  father 
was  the  writer  of  Washington's  Farewell  Address.     This  is 
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not  the  place  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the  merits  of  this 
question,  but  as  Mr.  King  was  incidentally  involved  in  the 
case  by  the  possession  of  the  above-mentioned  package, 
which  it  was  claimed  would  furnish  the  proof  of  the  fact, 
the  subject  cannot  be  omitted  here. 

Mr.  James  A.  Hamilton  in  his  Reminiscences,  p.  24, 
relates  that 

"in  the  year  1824,  Nathaniel  Pendleton,  Esquire,  one  of  my 
father's  executors,  stated  to  me  on  board  the  steamboat  that  the 
evidence  of  my  father's  having  written  the  farewell  address  was 
most  conclusive.  That  he  had  placed  the  draft  in  my  father's 
handwriting,  with  the  correspondence  between  him  and  General 
Washington,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  King  for  safe-keeping,  where 
they  would  be  found.  He  added — you  ought  to  get  those  papers 
and  you  may  ask  for  them  in  my  name.*  Some  time  afterwards, 
in  conversation  with  Mr.  King  on  this  subject,  ...  I  told 
him  what  Mr.  Pendleton  had  stated  to  me,  and  he  replied  that 
the  information  was  correct,  and  that  the  papers  were  in  his 
possession." 

On  May  20,  1825,  "at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  my  mother  I 
went  to  Mr.  King's  house  at  Jamaica  to  obtain  those  papers. 
,  .  .  requested  him  to  place  them  for  safe-keeping  with  me, 
at  the  same  time  telling  him  that  I  did  not  ask  for  them  to  make 
them  public  and  that  I  was  willing  to  receive  them  as  he  held 
them.  He  told  me  that  he  would  not  part  with  them,  but  that 
they  should  remain  with  him  during  his  life,  and  at  his  death, 
should  go  to  his  executors  (his  sons  John  and  Charles). 

"  He  said  he  would  give  no  instructions  to  his  executors  about 
them  ;  that  he  did  not  withhold  them  from  want  of  confidence  in 
me  ;  he  would  not  permit  me  to  see  them,  that  they  should  re- 
main for  the  present  where  they  were  ;  that  this  was  not  '  from 
want  of  confidence  in  me.'  ...  I  assented  to  his  declaration 
that  it  was  fortunate  they  had  been  separated  from  the  other  papers 
at  the  time  that  it  was  done  by  Mr.  Pendleton,  but  requested 
him  not  to  decide  without  further  reflection  upon  the  application 
I  had  made.     He  said  he  would  reflect  upon  the   subject,  but 

*  I  did  not  see  him  again.     He  died,  I  believe,  shortly  after  the  conversation. 
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that  he  did    not    think  he  should   change  a  determination   de- 
liberately formed." 

Mr.  James  A.  Hamilton  on  the  23d  and  25th  of  May 
wrote  to  Mr.  King,  expressing  in  both  letters  his  anxiety 
for  the  possession  of  the  papers,  saying : 

"  I  am  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  it  is  not  only  reasonable 
but  quite  proper,  that  the  draft  of  the  farewell  address,  with  the 
correspondence  on  that  subject  between  my  father  and  General 
Washington,  deposited  with  you  by  my  father's  executors,  should 
be  returned  to  the  surviving  executor  before  your  departure  for 
Europe,  or  left  with  me  ;  and  I  indulge  the  expectation  that  upon 
further  reflection  you  promised  to  give  to  this  subject,  you  will 
agree  with  me  in  this  opinion.  If  you  should  not  (which  I  shall 
never  cease  to  regret)  I  must  request,  as  a  personal  and  very  par- 
ticular favor,  that  you  will  permit  me  to  peruse  those  papers  at 
your  house.  I  again  assure  you  that  the  anxiety  about  the  pos- 
session of  these  papers,  or  my  desire  to  see  them,  is  not  induced 
by  a  wish  to  make  them  public.     ..." 

To  these  letters  Mr.  King  replied  : 

Jamaica,  Thursday  morning,  26th  May,  1825. 

Dr.  Sir  : 

Yesterday  I  received  your  second  letter,  having  before 
received  one  on  the  same  subject.  .  .  .*  As  the  fidelity  of 
my  attachment  to  the  memory  of  your  father  has  suffered  no 
abatement,  nor  my  respect  for  other  considerations  changed,  it 
gives  me  some  concern  that  you  should  at  the  present  time  press 
me  on  a  subject,  which  has  been  in  concert  with  other  impartial 
persons  considered  by  me,  and  which  now  I  have  no  opportunity 
to  revise  or  alter,  f 

I  ought  to  be  the  last  to  appear  liable  to  just  suspicion  of 

*  This  hiatus  is  not  given  in  Mr.  H.'s  publication,  and  there  is  no  copy  of 
the  letter  among  Mr.  King's. 

f  He  was  engaged  in  making  his  final  preparations  to  sail  for  Europe  on 
June  1st. 
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a  desire  to  impair  the  admiration  of  our  countrymen  for  the 
merits  and  services  of  your  father.  Things  will  remain  as  they 
now  are,  at  least  for  the  present,  and  I  cannot  take  measures  to 
change. 

With  much  esteem  &  regard, 

I  am  faithfully  your  obedient  servant 

RuFUS  King. 

Mr.  Hamilton  says  (p.  26): 

"  The  day  following,  my  brother  John  and  I  called  upon  Mr. 
Fish,  showed  him  my  letter  to  Mr.  King  and  his  reply.  He  ex- 
pressed a  decided  opinion  that  Mr.  King  ought  to  deliver  the 
papers  to  him  (he  being  the  Surviving  Executor  of  Genl.  Hamil- 
ton's Estate),  and  his  willingness  to  call  upon  him  for  them,  which 
he  did  that  day  in  company  with  my  brother  John,  without 
success." 

The  result  of  this  interview  is  thus  recorded  in  the  draft 
of  a  letter  probably  to  Mr.  J.  A.  Hamilton.  It  is  not 
known  whether  or  not  the  letter  was  sent. 

"Jamaica,  May  28th,  1825. 
''  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  contrary  to  my  intention  or  ex- 
pectation you  should  feel  dissatisfied  with  the  manner  of  my  last 
communication.*  Not  having  enjoyed  the  like  intimacy  with  your 
brother  John,  which  my  acquaintance  with  you  has  afforded  so 
much  to  my  satisfaction,  I  was  prepared  by  the  supposed  object 
of  his  visit  to  confine  myself  to  the  restatement  of  the  determina- 
tion that  I  had  formed  and  communicated  to  you.  After  the 
knowledge  which  I  presumed  your  brother  to  have  of  this  com- 
munication, I  was  admonished  to  avoid  on  my  part  every  thing 
which  in  any  manner  might  give  offense  ;  and  I  feel  confident  on 
this  point  that  I  have  no  cause  of  dissatisfaction  with  myself,  tho' 

*  Mr.  Hamilton  on  the  28th  wrote  to  Mr.  King  that  his  letter  of  the  26th 
had  given  "him  great,  very  great  pain.  I  assure  you  my  application  was  not 
dictated  by  feelings  at  all  inconsistent  with  the  friendly  relations  which  have  for 
a  long  time  existed  between  us  ;  or  from  the  slightest  diminution  of  my  confi- 
dence in  your  fidelity  to  your  trust,  or  your  regard  to  my  father's  fame." 


6l6  RUFUS  KING.  [1825 

the  circumstances  in  which  your  brother,  after  learning  my  deter- 
mination, for  purposes  which  I  am  at  a  loss  to  explain,  thought 
himself  at  liberty  to  menace  me  in  my  own  house,  and  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a  third  person,  with  the  employment  of  legal  process  to 
coerce  me.  This  behaviour  entirely  disappointed  and  mortified 
me,  and  might  have  excused  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  faithful 
friends  of  your  father  in  meeting  this  language  in  a  different 
manner." 

It  has  been  the  belief  of  Mr.  King's  family  that  the  threat 
was  to  get  out  a  writ  of  7ic  exeat  to  prevent  Mr.  King  sailing 
from  New  York  a  few  days  after.  Whether  this  was  the 
fact  or  not,  a  suit  in  chancery  was  commenced  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  papers. 

Mr.  Charles  King  writes  to  his  brother  John  in  London, 
October  31,  1825,  a  long  letter  telling  him  that  after 
much  deliberation  he  had  been  induced  to  publish  in  the 
American  an  article  denying  statements  made  by  Mr.  Noah 
in  the  National  Advocate,  "which  he  affected  to  state 
officially,"  that  the  reasons  why  Mr.  King  withheld  the 
papers  for  the  possession  of  which  the  suit  had  been 
instituted  by  Mrs.  Hamilton  were  probably  and  perhaps 
"  chiefly  because,  if  published,  they  would  compromise  his 
reputation  and  that  of  other  leading  federalists."  Not  con- 
tented with  this  he  afterwards  stated  in  his  paper,  "  that  the 
papers  referred  to  were  put  into  Mr.  King's  hands  by  Genl. 
Hamilton  on  the  eve  of  his  fatal  duel,  which  it  is  asserted, 
on  the  same  authority,  Mr.  K.  rather  provoked  than  sought  to 
prevent."  Mr.  J.  A.  Hamilton  in  a  card  refused  to  be  drawn 
into  a  newspaper  discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  case,  and 
says  : 

"  the  unauthorized  statements  of  the  Editor  of  the  Nat.  Adv.  are 
not  entitled  to  notice." 

In  this  same  letter,  Mr.  C.  King  says : 

"  Noah  is  making  an  attempt  through  his  paper  to  induce  a  re- 
jection by  the  Senate  of  my  father's  nomination.  As  the  Presi- 
dent passed  thro'  here,  I  asked  him  whether  such  an  attempt  was 
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likely  to  be  made,  and  with  what  success  ?  He  thought  it  would 
hardly  be  attempted,  and  at  any  rate  could  not  succeed  ;  no  more 
than  a  similar  one  with  which  you  [his  brother]  are  menaced. 
.  .  .  Here  Clinton  seems  to  reign  and  is  posted  Lord  of  the 
Ascendant.  The  grand  canal  celebration,  which  is  to  be  got  up 
next  Friday,  the  4th,  on  the  arrival  of  the  first  boat  from  Lake  Erie, 
will  be  turned  as  far  as  it  can  be  done  to  his  exclusive  honor  and 
glory.  The  elections  coming  on  at  the  very  same  time — Monday 
7th — will  be  influenced  more  or  less  by  the  pageant." 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

London,  November  26,  1825. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  24th.  ultimo,  together  with  its 

enclosures.     I  wish  that  you  had  also  added  copies  of  your  letter 

to  Mr.  Justice  Washington,*  and  to  Governor  Wolcott,  as  from 

*  BusHROD  Washington  to  Charles  King. 

Philadelphia,  Oct.  6th,  1825. 
Sir  : 

Your  favor  of  the  14th  Sept.  reached  Alexandria  after  I  had  left  home.  A 
copy  of  it  has  lately  been  forwarded  to  me  at  this  place  by  a  friend  authorized 
to  open  my  letters  during  my  absence,  and  I  now  beg  leave  to  thank  you  for 
the  communication  which  it  conveys. 

Referring  to  your  father's  letter  to  you,  I  have  to  observe,  that  I  cannot 
agree  with  him  in  opinion  that,  as  Executor  of  General  Washington  or  otherwise, 
I  have  any  power  over  the  letter  in  question,  altho'  it  should  have  been  a  private 
and  confidential  one,  as  to  which  I  have  no  knowledge  whatever,  except  what 
is  derived  from  the  statement  contained  in  your  father's  letter.  Neither  do  I 
conceive  that  I  have  the  most  remote  right  to  interfere  in  the  extraordinary 
suit  instituted  by  Mrs.  Hamilton  to  which  your  letter  refers.  And  I  beg  leave 
further  to  add  that,  if  my  right  in  either,  or  both,  of  these  cases  was  incontest- 
able, I  should  not  condescend  to  exercise  it.  If  Mrs.  H.,  in  claiming  for  Genl. 
H.  through  the  medium  of  a  Court  of  Justice,  or  otherwise,  the  authorship  of 
the  farewell  address  (the  validity  of  which  claim  is  by  no  means  admitted)  sup- 
poses that  the  establishment  of  the  fact  will  do  honour  to  his  memory,  I  shall 
throw  no  impediment  in  her  way,  but  leave  her  to  pursue  her  own  course. 

There  is  one  mistake  into  which  your  father  has  been  led  by  some  person, 
which  it  becomes  me  to  correct.  He  states  "  that  if  not  misinformed,  Mr.  J. 
Washington  had  been  called  upon  to  search  for  and  deliver  to  Mrs.  Hamilton 
letters   supposed  to  be  in  his  possession  written  by  Genl.  Hamilton    to  Genl. 
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the  tenor  of  their  answers,  especially  of  Mr.  Justice  Washington's, 
I  may  be  thought  to  have  taken  a  part  in  this  affair,  the  correctness 
whereof  may  be  doubted.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the 
Papers  of  General  Hamilton  came  into  the  possession  of  Judge 
Pendleton  as  the  friend  and  executor  of  the  General,  and  some 
time  after  his  death  were  delivered  to  me  by  Judge  Pendleton, 
with  a  declaration  that  his  object  in  their  delivery  to  me,  was  to 
prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  General's  family.  Why 
Judge  Pendleton  omitted  to  keep  the  papers  in  his  own  possession, 
or  preferred  their  delivery  to  me,I  can  explain  in  no  other  way,  than 
his  being  liable  to  enquiries  respecting  them,  and  that  as  he  more 

Washington  respecting  his  farewell  address."  I  have  no  hesitation  in  affirming 
that  the  information  he  received  was  without  foundation.  Mrs.  Hamilton,  with 
a  son  and  daughter,  did  me  the  honor,  some  years  ago,  to  visit  me  at  Mount 
Vernon,  where  they  spent  some  days.  She  requested  of  me  as  a  favor,  or  per- 
haps a  request  before  made  by  letter,  to  collect  for  her  Genl.  H's  letters  to 
Genl.  W.,  of  which  copies  had  not  been  kept  by  the  former,  promising  to  have 
them  copied,  and  to  return  me  the  originals.  She  furnished  me  with  a  list,  by 
dates,  of  those  which  were  wanted.  I  cheerfully  engaged  in  the  search,  which 
employed  parts  of  many  days,  and  delivered  to  her  every  one  mentioned  on  the 
list  which  I  could  find.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection,  the  farewell  address 
was  never  alluded  to  even  in  conversation,  and  I  feel  considerable  confidence 
in  stating  that  it  was  not,  until  after  this  visit,  that  I  was  informed  in  Philada. 
by  a  friend,  that  the  authorship  of  that  address  was  attributed  to  Genl.  H.  in 
whispers,  by  certain  persons  in  New  York  and  Phila.  As  to  dates,  my  memory 
may  possibly  mislead  me,  but  I  cannot  think  I  can  be  mistaken  in  saying  that 
no  demand  or  request  resembling  that  above  referred  to,  was  made  by  Mrs.  H. 
A  demand  of  so  extraordinary  a  character,  on  many  accounts,  could  not  have 
failed  to  make  an  impression  not  easily  to  be  forgotten. 

I  will  add  further,  that  I  have  never,  at  any  time,  met  with  any  letter  or  copy 
of  a  letter  amongst  the  papers  of  Genl.  W. ,  which  could  warrant  the  conclusion 
that  Genl.  H.  wrote  the  farewell  address.  I  am  authorised  by  Chief  Justice 
Marshall  (who  had  possession  of  all  the  papers  for  som.e  years  whilst  writing  the 
life  of  Washington)  to  aver  that  he  never  met  with  any  such  letter.  This  state- 
ment I  have  thought  it  due  to  his  and  my  character  to  make  that  it  may  be  com- 
municated to  your  respectable  father,  to  whom  I  pray  you  to  present  my  thanks 
for  his  kind  and  considerate  letter  on  this  unpleasant  subject. 

very  respectfully,  sir 

yr.  mo.  ob.  st. 

Bush.  Washington. 
P.  S. 

I  must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  forward  a  copy  of  this  letter  to  your  father,  for 
whose  information  it  is  alone  intended. 
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than  once,  intimated  the  understood  views  of  Mrs.  Hamilton  to 
endeavor  to  shew  that  General  Hamilton,  not  General  Washington, 
was  the  author  and  writer  of  the  farewell  address,  ascribed  to  the 
latter  ;  Judge  Pendleton  believed  it  to  be  drawn  up  by  General 
Washington,  and  for  this  reason  and  because  he  thought  that  it 
was  important,  he  concluded  that  public  opinion,  upon  this  sub- 
ject, should  not  be  disturbed.  Those  who  were  acquainted  with 
General  Washington  know,  that  it  was  his  habit  to  write  down,  or 
make  memorandums  of  thoughts  or  conversation  which  he  deemed 
to  be  of  importance  ;  that  when  the  Farewell  address  was  under 
consideration,  he  may  have  communicated  these  detached  thoughts 
to  General  Hamilton,  with  whom  he  was  accustomed  to  communi- 
cate upon  important  occasions,  would  not  be  extraordinary.  Such 
was  in  fact  the  conjecture  of  those  who  knew  the  parties  well. 

Of  Mr.  Wolcott's  letter,  I  will  barely  say  that  time  appears  to 
have  weakened  the  strength  of  his  former  opinion  respecting  the 
publication  of  private  and  Confide7itial  letters. 

Should  you  deem  it  necessary  to  publish  any  thing  upon  this 
subject,  I  earnestly  desire  that  you  confine  yourself  to  plain  facts, 
without  reasoning — the  first  affects  me,  the  latter  concerns  your- 
self, but  may  be  made  to  involve  me.  As  I  have  nothing  to  say  to, 
nor  to  do  with,  Mr.  Noah,  so  I  do  not  admit  myself  in  any  man- 
ner accountable  to  him.  With  the  power  of  the  Court  of  Chancery 
I  cannot  contend,  and  if  I  could,  I  have  neither  interest  nor 
motive  to  do  so.  I  presume  that  the  Court  will  leave  me  quiet 
so  long  as  I  remain  here,  and  therefore  I  hope  and  expect  not 
to  be  drawn  into  Controversy.  I  have  made  no  answer  to  the  Bill 
in  Chancery  nor  have  I  been  advised  to  make  any,  nor  have  I  con- 
sulted any  person  here.  Such  being  my  Case  neither  I  myself  nor 
any  one  in  my  behalf  ought  to  plead  to  Mr.  Noah's  New  Bill.  What 
the  law  may  be  touching  the  power  of  Executors  over  the  papers 
of  their  Testator,  whether  such  as  here  seems  to  be  understood, 
or  restricted  in  the  degree,  that  Mr.  Justice  Washington  appears 
to  believe,  is  matter  in  which  I  can  only  be  affected  in  case  of  my 
doing  wrong  respecting  the  papers  placed  in  my  hands  by  Judge 
Pendleton.  Hitherto  I  have  complied  only  with  the  Judge's 
opinion  expressed  to  me  at  the  time  of  the  unasked  delivery  of 
these  papers. 

What  I  have  written  will  I  trust  be  sufficient  respecting  the 
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suit  of  Mrs.  Hamilton  ;  considering  my  friendship  and  connexion 
with  General  Hamilton,  it  is  matter  of  sorrow  and  surprize  to 
encounter  the  doubting  opinion  of  his  family.  There  are  many 
papers  from  the  General  to  me  while  in  Congress  and  during  my 
first  Mission  to  England,  relating  to  the  public  men  of  our 
Country.  All  my  replies  as  well  from  Congress  as  during  my 
residence  in  England  were  many  years  after  their  dates,  placed 
in  my  hands  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Hamilton  with  permission  to  withdraw 
such  of  them,  as  I  might  select.  But  the  whole  of  them  with- 
out exception  numbered  as  I  suppose  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Hamilton  in 
succession,  were  returned  by  me  to  him  a  little  before  I  last  left 
the  United  States,  and  after  Notice  of  the  Chancery  suit  against 

me  by  his  mother. 

faithfully  &  affectionately 
Yours 

RuFUS  King. 

So  anxious  was  Mr.  King  to  ascertain  authoritatively 
whether  he  had  acted  rightly  in  the  course  that  he  had 
adopted  relative  to  the  demand  for  the  papers,  that  while  in 
London  he  wrote  a  letter  to  Lord  Eldon  on  March  23d,  and 
another,  not  hearing  from  him,  on  June  12th,  shortly  before 
sailing  for  New  York,  asking  his  professional  advice  and 
assistance  in  the  chancery  suit  which  was  pending,  as  he 
was  "  a  person  conversant  with  the  Proceedings  of  the  Court 
of  Chancery  of  England,"  and  as  he  (Mr.  King),  was  soon 
to  embark  for  the  United  States,  he  hoped  that,  as  it  would 
require  but  little  time,  the  Lord  Chancellor  "might  direct 
the  assistance  of  which  Mr.  King  stands  in  so  much  need." 

The  answer  to  this  was  not  made  until  July  ist,  as  stated 
in  a  memorandum  by  Mr.  King : 

"  Received  a  dispatch  from  the  Lord  Chancellor,  referring  to 
an  opinion  on  the  Chancery  Suit  on  Mr.  King's  return,  which  the 
Chancellor  is  informed  will  soon  take  place  :  read  the  dispatch  in 
haste,  which  may  explain  the  little  satisfaction  it  affords  :  the 
advice  might  have  been  communicated  several  months  ago." 

The  dispatch  cannot  be  found  ;  but  it  is  believed  to  have 
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been  in  substance  that  the  letters  belonged  to  the  writer 
and  therefore  to  his  family. 

Mr.  James  A.  Hamilton  (p.  26)  writes  : 

"  On  October  17,  1826,  I  received  the  following  letter  from  Mr. 
John  Duer,  with  a  bundle  of  papers,  endorsed  in  the  handwriting 
of  the  Hon.  Rufus  King  as  follows  :  '  Papers  received  by  Rufus 
King  from  Judge  Pendleton  in  1810,  to  be  returned.' 

"  '  Dear  Sir  : 

"  '  A  letter  from  Mr.  Jay  to  Judge  Peters,  of  Philadelphia,  con- 
taining a  full  explanation  of  the  circumstances  attending  the  com- 
position of  Washington's  farewell  address,  has  lately  appeared  in 
the  public  papers. 

"  '  The  statement  it  contains,  the  truth  of  which  it  is  impossible 
to  doubt,  as  (it  is  but  justice  to  you  to  add)  has  been  admitted  to 
me  by  yourself,  renders  it  proper  to  terminate  at  once  the  contro- 
versy in  relation  to  certain  papers  and  documents  entrusted  to 
Mr.  King  by  a  deceased  executor  of  your  father's  estate,  and 
which  your  mother,  as  residuary  legatee,  has  demanded  in  a  suit 
in  chancery  now  pending.  Mr.  King  in  his  own  opinion,  and  in 
that  of  his  counsel,  is  now  exonerated  from  the  trust  under  which 
those  papers  were  originally  placed  in  his  hands.  The  reasons 
which  led  to  the  creation  of  this  trust,  and  have  hitherto  induced 
Mr.  King  to  withhold  the  papers,  have  ceased  to  exist. 

"  *  I  am  therefore  instructed  to  inform  you  that  the  papers  are 
now  in  my  possession  ready  to  be  delivered  to  yourself  on  the 
authority  of  your  mother,  or  to  the  surviving  executor. 

"  '  I  am  most  respectfully  yours.' " 

Mr.  Hamilton  answered  on  the  17th  that  the  suit  in 
chancery  instituted  by  his  mother  had  been  ordered  dis- 
continued, but  that  whether  the 

"  conclusion  intended  by  that  letter  [Mr.  Jay's]  to  be  estab- 
lished is  correct  or  not,  will  be  a  subject  for  more  enlightened 
consideration  when  these  papers  are  examined." 

The  papers  were  delivered,  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
they  helped  to  establish  the  authorship  claimed  by  the 
Hamiltons. 
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Having  completed  his  arrangements,  Mr.  King  sailed 
from  New  York  for  Liverpool  *  on  June  1st,  accompanied 
by  his  son,  John  A.  King  and  his  wife,  their  two  oldest  and 
their  youngest  daughters.  He  arrived  there  on  the  26th, 
after  a  boisterous  voyage,  during  which  he  was  daily  seasick 
and  much  debilitated. f  Remaining  in  Liverpool  several 
days  to  recover  from  the  effects  of  the  voyage,  by  the  ad- 
vice of  physicians  he  was  induced  to  pass  some  time  at 
Cheltenham,  to  take  its  waters  and  to  undergo  medical 
treatment.  He  remained  there  until  the  17th  of  August, 
when  he  started  for  London,  without  very  material  im- 
provement in  health,  although  he  says  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Gore  of  August  nth,  "I  think  my  health  is  better  than 
when  I  left  home." 

Immediately  after  his  arrival  at  Cheltenham,  he  wrote  to 
Mr.  J.  Adams  Smith,  Charge  d'Affaires  of  the  United  States 
in  London,  announcing  his  arrival  there,  and  on  July  8th 
received  from  him  a  letter  stating  that  he  had  had,  as  re- 
quested, an  interview  with  Mr.  Canning,  who  "  was  sorry  to 
learn  the  cause  of  the  delay  of  your  arrival  at  London  ;  he 
desired  me  to  make  to  you  his  former  recollection  of  you," 
and  to  say  that  after  the  13th  of  July  he  would  be  in  Lon- 
don to  August  1st,  after  which  he  would  be  in  the  country 
for  some  six  weeks. 

*  Mr.  King  was  in  the  habit  of  using  for  each  year  an  almanac  interleaved  with 
blank  pages  upon  which  he  recorded  various  matters  connected  with  his  farm 
operations  and  country  work,  and  sometimes  made  notes  of  current  events.  In 
Beers'  Long  Island  Almanac  for  1825,  there  is  on  the  ist  of  June  a  memo- 
randum : 

"  Embarked  this  day  in  the  Pacific  for  Liverpool,  where  we  arrived  Sunday 
the  26th.  after  a  rough  passage,  in  which  I  was  sea-sick  every  day,  and  when 
we  arrived  much  fatigued  and  weakened.  Saturday,  July  2d.  Remained  at  the 
Waterloo,  but  today  under  the  advice  of  Dr.  Brandreth  we  set  out  with  two 
P.  chaises  for  Cheltenham,  reached  Chester  the  first  day,  Shrewsbury  the 
second,  and  Cheltenham  Monday  4.  July." 

f  Mr.  Charles  King  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  King,  August  18,  1825,  says  that  he 
had  heard  of  his  arrival,  and  that  he  perceived  "  with  regret  that  it  was  rather 
his  previous  complaint  [gout  followed  by  intestinal  troubles],  than  seasickness 
that  had  debilitated  him." 
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Mr.  John  A.  King  having  gone  to  London  to  make  the 
necessary  preparations  for  residence  there,  and  to  communi- 
cate directly  with  Mr.  Canning,  Mr.  King  received  through 
him  the  advice  of  Sir  Henry  Halford,  the  King's  Physician, 
to  remain  at  Cheltenham  for  some  time,  and  wrote  to  his 
son  on  the  19th  of  July  : 

"  In  making  my  acknowledgments  to  Sir.  H.  H.  I  wish,  should 
it  in  no  respect  appear  misplaced,  or  unusual,  that  he  might  find 
an  occasion  of  expressing  my  concern  that  the  delay  in  my  pro- 
ceeding to  my  destination  has  not  arisen  from  the  want  of  zeal, 
but  has  been  imposed  upon  me  by  want  of  health,  that  still  de- 
tains me.*  .  .  ,  Every  day  convinces  me  that  I  derive  ad- 
vantage from  my  delay  and  gives  me  encouragement  that  I  am 
pursuing  a  prudent  course.  I  am  solicitous  lest  it  should  be  sup- 
posed that  I  want  zeal  to  appear  as  soon  as  possible  at  my  post. 
I  confide  in  Mr.  Canning's  liberality  to  protect  me  against  this 
injustice." 

Through  Mr,  Smith,  on  July  22d,  a  notification  was  sent 
to  Mr.  King  that  as  Mr.  Canning  was  going  out  of  town  he 
would  make  his  arrangements  in  such  manner  as  to  take 
Cheltenham  in  his  way  and  would  "  be  able  to  see  him  at  or 
not  far  from  Cheltenham." 

Mr.  Canning  addressed  him  a  letter  from  the  Foreign 
Office: 

July  28,  1825. 

Dear  Sir  : 

The  pleasure  of  renewing  the  very  old  acquaintance,  which 
authorizes  me,  I  hope,  so  to  address  you,  induces  me  to  take 

*  Sir  Henry  Halford  to  J.  A.  King. 

WisTON  Hall,  Market  Harbro  August  23,  1825, 
Sir  Henry  Halford  laments  very  sincerely  that  it  will  not  be  in  his  power  to 
wait  upon  His  Excellency  Mr.  Rufus  King  at  present. — Sir  Henry  left  Town 
on  Sunday  sennight  after  having  spent  two  days  at  the  Royal  Lodge,  where  he 
took  an  opportunity  of  saying,  what  his  Majesty  took  most  graciously,  how 
much  Mr.  King  laments  that  the  state  of  his  health  retarded  the  satisfaction 
His  Excellency  promised  himself  in  paying  his  respects  to  the  King. 
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Cheltenham  in  my  way  to  the  north  of  England.  I  hope  to  ar- 
rive there  on  Monday,  and  to  pay  my  respects  to  you  that  evening 
or  early  the  following  day,  as  may  best  suit  your  convenience. 

In  the  meantime  I  take  the  liberty  of  sending  for  your  perusal 
the  enclosed  extracts  of  letters  lately  received  by  me  from  Mr. 
Addington.  The  sentiments  of  your  Government  as  therein 
reported  are  ours. 

I  shall  be  exceedingly  glad  of  an  opportunity  of  talking  them 
over  with  you,  and  I  wish  that  we  may  be  able  to  agree  in  some 
mode  of  giving  to  them  a  salutary  effect. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be  with  high  Respect  and  Esteem, 

Dear  Sir,  your  obed.  &  faithful  Servt. 

George  Canning. 


Cheltenham,  July  29,  1825. 

Right  Honorable  George  Canning,  &c.  &c. 

Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  just  received  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and  cannot  lose  a 
moment  in  the  expression  of  my  sense  of  the  kind  recollection  in 
which  it  has  originated.  The  occasion,  I  hope,  will  justify  the 
avowal  of  the  satisfaction  with  which  I  shall  meet  you  in  the 
Foreign  Office,  especially  as  it  permits  me  to  rely  upon  the  frank- 
ness and  directness  with  which  the  business  of  our  intercourse 
will  be  sure  to  be  conducted. 

By  the  extracts  from  Mr.  Addington's  letters  which  you  have 
sent  for  my  perusal,  and  for  which  be  pleased  to  accept  my  thanks, 
you  have  anticipated  the  subjects  which  had  seemed  to  me  most 
important  at  the  present  moment ;  while  there  are  other  topics 
upon  which  we  may  desire  an  early  occasion  to  discuss,  there  is 
none  I  would  push  upon  your  attention  at  the  present  moment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  high  Respect  and  Esteem 

your  obedt.  &  faithful  Servt., 

RuFus  King. 

In  his  first  despatch  to  Mr.  Clay,  Aug.  9,  1825,  Mr. 
King,  after  stating  the  facts  relative  to  his  taking  Chelten- 
ham on  his  route  to  London,  to  the  benefit  he  was  deriving 
from  the  drinking  of  its  waters,  and  also  to  the  adjournment 
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of  Parliament,  and  speaking  of  the  notification  that  Mr. 
Canning  would  on  his  journey  north,  which  he  was  about 
to  make,  take  Cheltenham  on  his  route  and  meet  Mr.  King 
there,  writes : 

"  Aug.  2.  Mr.  Canning  arrived  last  evening  and  sent  me  a 
message  that  he  would  call  on  me  at  10  in  the  evening  of  his  ar- 
rival, or  at  9  o'clock  the  next  morning.  Having  named  the  morn- 
ing, he  came  to  my  house  at  9  o'clock  of  this  morning.  After  the 
ordinary  salutations,  I  expressed  my  thanks  for  his  making  me 
this  visit,  and  repeated  my  acknowledgment  that  he  had  sent  for 
my  perusal  the  extracts  from  Mr.  Addington's  letters  to  him  and 
my  satisfaction  that  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  thought 
alike  on  the  subject  of  Cuba  and  the  new  States.  .  .  .  Alluded 
in  general  terms  to  the  employment  of  the  influence  of  the  United 
States  to  engage  Russia,  France  and  Great  Britain  to  influence 
Spain  to  make  peace  with  the  new  States  by  acknowledging 
their  independence. 

"  Mr.  Canning  soon  replied  that  such  a  hope  was  desperate, 
that  Russia  was  unchangeable  on  this  point.  .  .  .  that  Alex- 
ander now  avows  the  doctrine  that  crowns  and  succession  can 
lawfully  be  regulated  by  Kings  &  Emperors  only.  ...  I 
asked  whether  Austria,  Prussia  or  France  would  be  likely  to  ad- 
mit of  change  in  this  theory  ?  He  answered  that  France  had 
one  foot  in  the  water  and  one  foot  on  the  land,  and  as  respects 
the  water  foot  she  seemed  inclined  to  agree  or  rather  not  to  dis- 
agree with  England  :  that  Austria  would  feel  the  power  of  Russia, 
though  perhaps  she  may  fall  short  in  the  strength  of  her  faith  : 
Prussia  is  slow  in  her  movements,  and  not  as  zealous  in  the  cause 
with  which  she  is  ranked,  as  may  have  been  supposed.  . 
Mr.  Canning  observed  that  while  England  despaired  of  the  favor- 
able interposition  of  Russia  and  of  the  temper  of  Spain  to  make 
peace  with  the  new  States  by  acknowledging  their  independence, 
they  felt  themselves  so  greatly  reinforced  and  sustained  by  the 
views  of  the  United  States  and  the  agreement  which  existed  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  England  in  these  views,  that  they 
had  directed  all  their  efforts  to  prevail  on  Spain  to  conclude  an 
armistice  with  the  new  States,  which  would  in  the  end  lead  to 
peace  ;  that  it  had  occurred  to  England  that  by  a  note  drawn  up 
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and  approved  by  England,  the  United  States  and  France,  in  such 
form  as  should  be  ap])roved,  Spain  may  consent  to  such  an  ar- 
mistice, especially  if  coupled  with  the  same  it  be  provided  that 
Cuba  and  Porto  Rico  shall  remain  under  the  dominion  of  Spain. 
.  .  .  I  asked  Mr.  Canning  what  probability  existed  that  France 
would  be  prevailed  upon  to  unite  with  England  and  the  United 
States  in  the  adoption  of  such  a  note  ?  Mr.  Canning  made  use 
of  cx])ressions  of  his  belief.  .  .  .  To  these  remarks  he  joined 
with  emphasis  the  influence  which  he  said  was  so  fully  due  to 
the  Union  of  England  and  the  United  States  in  their  views  re- 
specting Cuba  and  Porto  Rico,  and  the  new  States  upon  the 
continent.     .     .     , 

"It  becomes  the  more  important  that  you  receive  this  letter, 
in  order  that  I  may  obtain  the  earliest  instructions  of  the  Presi- 
dent concerning  the  measure  recommended  by  this  Government 
should  it  be  resumed,  as  I  conclude  it  will  in  some  form,  in  which 
I  may  be  called  upon  to  take  a  part,  which  I  shall  be  cautious 
in  doing  without  the  orders  of  my  Government." 

It  may  here  be  stated  that  though  these  matters  were 
afterwards  discussed  with  Mr.  Canning,  of  which  discussions 
or  conversations  the  despatches  of  Mr.  King  to  Mr.  Clay, 
the  Secretary  of  State,  make  interesting  reports,  with  care- 
fully digested  views  not  only  of  affairs  in  England  but  of 
the  varying  aspect  of  public  sentiment  on  the  continent  on 
the  Spanish  question,  no  result  was  attained,  for  the  want 
of  positive  instructions  from  his  Government  until  just  before 
the  termination  of  his  ministry,  and  the  pressing  business 
relations  of  England  with  continental  governments,  and 
the  financial  troubles  which  were  embarrassing  the  country, 
both  in  ordinary  business  affairs  and  in  the  transactions  of 
the  Government  itself,  engrossed  the  whole  attention  of  the 
Ministry. 

As  will  be  seen,  Mr.  King  reports  there  was  not  any 
reasonable  probability  that  any  successful  engagement  in 
the  discussion  of  the  boundary  and  commercial  questions 
could  be  expected  at  the  time  he  received  his  instruc- 
tions. 
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Lord  Bexley  to  R.  King. 
Private. 

Foots  Cray  Place,  Kent,  9  July,  1825. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

If  I  had  not  expected  before  this  time  to  have  the  pleasure  of 
seeing  you  in  London,  I  should  not  have  omitted  so  long  to  thank 
you  for  kindly  taking  charge  of  Bishop  Chase's  letter  to  me,  &  to 
congratulate  you  on  your  arrival  in  England  ;  a  circumstance 
which  I  can  assure  you  has  given  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  the 
Public  here  &  which,  I  hope  I  need  not  say,  must  be  peculiarly 
gratifying  to  those  who  have  so  long  had  the  honor  of  consider- 
ing you  with  feelings  of  personal  regard  &  respect.  Among 
them  I  hope  you  will  allow  me  to  be  numbered  ;  &  that  this 
place  will  occasionally  be  your  retreat  from  the  fatigues  of  public 
business  &  the  hurry  of  London.  At  so  short  a  distance  as  13 
miles,  I  hope  I  may  look  for  an  early  visit ;  &  that  you  will 
recollect  how  easily  we  are  within  reach.  In  order  to  pay  my 
respects  to  you  as  soon  as  possible,  I  had  desired  Mr.  Planta  to 
give  me  intelligence  of  your  arrival  in  town  ;  &  I  hope  your  stay 
at  Liverpool  has  not  been  occasioned  by  indisposition  though  you 
may  have  found  a  few  days  rest  necessary  after  the  fatigue  of 
your  voyage. 

I  trust  that  both  Bishop  Hobart,  &  Bishop  Chase  were  satis- 
fied with  their  reception  in  England.  Their  plans  (which  I 
regret  were  not  quite  in  unison  with  each  other)  received  con- 
siderable support  here  ;  &  the  latter  excited  particular  interest 
by  the  apostolic  simplicity  of  his  appearance  &  manner.  Believe 
me  ever 

My  dear  Sir 

very  sincerely  yours 
Bexley. 

Mr.  Charles  King  in  a  letter,  New  York,  July  22,  1825,  says 
to  his  brother  John  : 

"  Mr.  Rush  has  returned  here  and  said  many  gratifying  things 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  Papa's  nomination  had  been  received 
in  England — all  of  which  you  will,  I  presume  ere  this,  have  in 
part  realized  the  truth." 
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The  letter  speaks  also  of  many  attacks  in  the  Advocate 
(Noah)  both  against  him  and  his  father  upon  old  charges 
made  and  long  since  refuted,  and  of  the  article  in  the  Argus 
speaking  of  the  appointment  of  Rufus  King  "as  ill  judged 
and  unpopular.  The  whole  of  the  article  is  I  think  Van 
Buren's  or  at  least  written  with  his  concurrence." 

The  belief  expressed  above  that  Mr.  King  would  be  well 
received  in  England,  is  fully  evinced  by  many  letters  from 
distinguished  men  whom  he  had  known  during  his  previ- 
ous residence  there.  One  above  from  Lord  Bexley,  soon 
after  he  reached  Cheltenham,  one  from  Lord  Bathurst,  and 
others,  containing  similar  kindly  greetings,  among  them 
from  Mr.  Canning,  the  Earl  of  Essex,  Lord  Grenville, 
Alexander  Baring,  were  received. 

Lord  Bathurst  to  R.  King. 

Cirencester,  Aug.  7,  1825. 
Dear  Sir  : 

As  it  is  now  more  than  twenty  years  since  I  had  the  honor  of 
making  your  acquaintance,  I  am  afraid  you  must  have  forgotten 
me  ;  but  I  cannot  permit  you  to  be  so  near  me,  without  endeavor- 
ing to  bring  myself  back  to  your  memory,  and  asking  if  I  could 
prevail  upon  you  to  do  me  the  "honor  of  coming  over  here  either 
during  your  stay  at  Cheltenham,  or  in  your  way  from  thence  to 
London,  as  this  place  is  only  a  very  few  miles  out  of  your  road. 
Allow  me  to  express  my  hope  that  the  waters  have  been  of  service 
to  you,  believe  me  to  be 

with  great  truth  &  respect 

Your  obedient  humble  Svt. 

Bathurst. 

R.  King  to  Lord  Bathurst. 

Cheltenham,  Aug.  7,  1825. 
Mv  Lord  : 

I  return  you  my  respectful  &  hearty  thanks  for  your  obliging 
note  of  this  morning.  It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  find  so 
many  persons  of  distinction  still  in  the  administration,  who  were 
in  the  Govt,  when  I  was  formerly  in  this  Country.  I  recollect 
with  great  pleasure  yr.  Lp's  participation  in  the  Cabinet  of  those 
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perilous  days,  and  as  Mr.  Canning,  whom  I  lately  met  at  this 
place  will  be  for  some  weeks  absent  from  London,  I  shall  avail 
myself  of  the  opportunity,  by  using  the  waters  of  this  place  for 
the  benefit  of  my  health,  to  delay  my  progress  to  London.  And 
will  do  myself  the  honor  some  morning  in  the  course  of  the  week 
to  pay  my  respects  to  yr.  Lp  at  Cirencester — 

with  great  truth  &  Respect 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  yr  Lp's 
Obed.  &  most  humble  Servt. 

RuFus  King. 

Lafayette  to  R.  King. 

Washington,  August  13,  1S25. 
My  DEAR  Sir  : 

We  have  had  indirect  but  very  pleasing  accounts  of  your  safe  ar- 
rival in  England  ;  letters  from  you  will,  no  doubt,  be  arrived  when 
I  return  on  the  24th  from  a  visit  to  Montpellier  and  Monticello. 
The  members  of  the  Cabinet  will  then  be  collected,  and  I  shall 
from  the  President's  house  embark  for  France  in  the  first  days  of 
September.  With  what  feelings  I  will  leave  these  happy  beloved 
shores  I  need  not  tell  to  you,  my  dear  friend. 

My  affectionate  compliments  to  your  son  ;  George  and  Le  Val- 

iier  beg  to  be  remembered  ;  accept  the  high  regards,  best  wishes, 

and  cordial  affection  of 

your  old  friend 

Lafayette. 

In  a  letter  from  Mr.  King  at  Cheltenham  to  Mr.  Gore, 
August  16,  1825,  he  says: 

"  Much  good  feeling  respecting  us  has  appeared,  and  I  am  in 
hopes  may  continue  ;  of  business  as  yet  I  can  say  nothing." 

Among  many  letters  from  distinguished  men,  is  one  from 
Lord  Grenville. 

Lord  Grenville  to  R.  King. 

Dropmore,  Aug  25,  1825. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  had  this  morning  the  pleasure  to  receive  thro'  Bishop  Hobart, 

your  letter  introducing  him  to  me,  <Sc  I  sincerely  regret  that  his 
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apj)roaching  departure  has  not  afforded  me  more  opportunity  of 
evincing  tlie  attention  which  I  should  so  gladly  shew  to  any 
recommendation  of  yours. 

It  was  with  great  pleasure  that  I  heard  of  your  return  to  this 
country  in  a  public  character.  It  is  to  us  a  very  flattering  testi- 
mony of  the  impressions  which  you  received  from  your  former 
residence  among  us,  &  it  is  on  public  grounds  very  gratifying  to 
think  that  this  part  of  the  intercourse  between  our  two  countries, 
will  pass  thro'  the  hands  of  a  person  as  sincerely  desirous  of  pro- 
moting good  will  &  friendship  between  them  as  I  well  know  you 
to  be. 

I  talk  of  things  in  which  I  have  no  longer  any  other  concern 
than  that  of  a  good  subject  of  our  own  country,  &  a  well  wisher 
to  the  happiness  of  so  large  a  portion  of  mankind  as  is  interested 
in  the  welfare  of  the  British  Empire,  &  of  the  United  States. 
Both  age  &  health  have  wholly  withdrawn  me  from  the  scene,  «Sr 
I  pass,  &  hope  to  pass  what  remains  to  me  of  my  allotted  time,  in 
quiet  retirement,  &  almost  total  seclusion,  here.  I  come  to  Lon- 
don only  for  a  few  weeks,  in  February,  &  March  ;  but  before  that 
time  I  flatter  myself  that  you  will  find  leisure  from  your  active 
occup'ations  to  come  here,  &  visit  an  old  friend,  who  has  at  all 
times  cherished  a  very  pleasing  remembrance  of  our  former  inter- 
course, when  he  entertained  very  little  hope  of  the  pleasure  which 
he  now  solicits  of  seeing  you  again  under  his  roof. 

Believe  me,  my  dear  sir, 

with  sincere  regard,  &  attachment. 

Most  truly  &  faithfully  yrs, 

Grenville. 


CHAPTER  XXXVIII. 

Jefferson  to  King — University  of  Virginia-Asking  him  to  receive  and  care 
for  Funds  sent  to  London  for  Purchases — Mr.  Bonnycastle's  Case — King 
to  Canning  respecting  this — Asking  his  Interference — Canning  to  King — 
Bonnycastle's  own  Conduct  prevents  any  Action  to  relieve  him — King 
to  Canning — Hopes  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  may  review  their  De- 
cision— Canning  to  King — Bonnycastle's  contumacious  Conduct  prevents 
favorable  Action — He  must  make  proper  Application — King  to  Can- 
ning—  Enforces  his  Plea  asking  for  the  Relief  desired  —  Canning  to 
King — Mr.  Bonnycastle's  Fine  remitted — Could  not  officially,  as  a  Gov- 
ernment Act,  but  on  Mr.  King's  personal  Desire — King's  Thanks — Hobart 
to  King — Attentions  from  Lord  Grenville — Position  in  England — Lafayette 
to  King — Arrival  Home  from  the  United  States — King  to  C.  King — Eng- 
lish commercial  Regulations — King  presented  his  Letter  of  Credence  to 
the  King — C.  King  to  R.  King — About  Charge  of  inviting  a  Prussian 
Prince  to  this  Country  to  reign  over  it — H.  Clay  and  J.  Barbour — Men- 
tioned by  latter  in  a  Debate  in  the  Senate — J.  Q.  Adams — Prussian 
Prince — King  never  charged  with  this  Proceeding — Adams  to  C.  King — 
His  Father's  and  Brother's  Nominations  confirmed — Is  there  any  longer 
Necessity  for  King's  witholding  the  Inspection  of  the  Hamilton  Papers- 
Clay  to  J.  A.  King — Nominations  of  his  Father  and  himself  confirmed 
nearly  unanimously. 

There  are  two  long  and  interesting  letters  from  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson to  Mr.  King  in  London,  dated  June  30  and  July  28, 
1825,  recalling  to  him  the  fact  that 

"they  were  establishing  an  University  (in  Virginia),  on  a  scale  of 
considerable  respectability  and  that  we  now  are  provided  with 
funds  to  procure,  for  the  institution,  a  competent  library  and 
apparatus  ;  " 

that  the  selection  of  these  and  the  purchase  of  them,  Mr. 
Barlow,  a  professor  of  mathematics  at  Woolwich,  would 
attend  to.     They  would  still  want 
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"  the  friendly  aid  of  some  person  in  London  to  be  the  depositor 
of  their  funds,"  and  he  "hoped  that  your  friendliness  to  science 
and  desire  to  see  it  promoted  in  your  own  country  would  induce 
you  to  lend  us  a  hand  in  this  enterprise  ;  " 

showing  him  at  the  same  time  that  the  arrangements  he 
specifies  "are  such  as  would  cause  you  little  trouble." 

He  states  that  the  circumstances  under  which  one  of  their 
new  professors,  Mr.  Bonnycastle,  had  been  offered  and 
accepted  the  office,  had  caused  embarrassment  in  conse- 
quence of  the  fact  that  he  had  obtained  part  of  his  educa- 
tion at  Woolwich,  and  for  this  had  signed  a  bond  for 
;^500  not  "  to  enter  into  any  foreign  service  without  the 
consent  of  the  government."  He  then  details  the  reasons 
for  Mr.  Bonnycastle's  neglect  to  procure  this  consent 
before  he  sailed  to  America,  and  says  that  if  Mr.  King 
could  interpose  with  the  proper  authorities  to  obtain  a 
remission  of  the  penalty,  he  "  would  deem  it  a  great  favor 
done  myself  and  a  very  acceptable  service  rendered  our 
University."  He  enforces  this  request  by  stating  many 
reasons  why  he  hopes  the  appeal  might  be  successfully 
made.  If  nothing  can  be  done  the  payment  of  the  bond 
must  fiirst  be  made  out  of  the  funds  remitted. 

In  the  second  letter  Mr.  Jefferson  writes  to  Mr.  King  that 
he  has  sent  to  him  an  additional  amount  of  money  for 
the  purchase  of  anatomical  preparations,  the  selection  of 
which  has  been  made  by  the  professor  of  anatomy  and 
medicine  of  the  University,  Dr.  Robley  Dunglison,  and  the 
purchase  in  London  by  a  Mr.  Callaway,  who  would  attend 
to  all  the  details,  his  vouchers  being  the  sanction  for 
payments. 

Mr.  King,  on  August  28th,  addressed  a  letter  to  Mr. 
George  Canning,  Principal  Secretary  of  State,  stating  that 
he  had  received  notification  that  a  demand  was  about  to  be 
be  made  upon  the  bondsmen  of  Mr.  Bonnycastle  for  the 
payment  of  his  bond,  and  enclosing  him  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Jefferson's  letter,  which   would  explain    the  circumstances 
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which  influenced  the  action  of  Mr.  Bonnycastle  in  going  to 
America  without  asking  the  consent  of  his  government. 
He  says  : 

"  If  the  facts  and  circumstances  stated  by  Mr.  Jefferson  are,  as 
I  hope  they  will  be,  deemed  satisfactory,  I  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  the  consent  of  His  Majesty's  government  may  now 
be  granted  for  Mr.  Charles  Bonnycastle's  services  in  the  U.  S. 
of  America,  and  directions  be  given  that  the  prosecution  on  the 
bond  be  stopped.  In  this  case  I  should  be  at  liberty  immediately 
to  employ  the  whole  of  the  funds,  which  I  have  received,  in 
ordering  and  procuring  the  scientific  instruments  which  are 
required  by  the  University  of  Virginia." 

No  answer  having  been  received  to  this  communication, 
on  October  10,  1825,  Mr.  King  again  wrote  to  Mr.  Canning. 

R.  King  to  Geo.  Canning. 

20  Baker  St.,  Octr.  10th,  1825. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

The  case  of  the  University  of  Virginia,  in  other  words  of  Mr. 
Bonnycastle,  though  not  committed  to  my  care  by  the  authority 
of  my  government,  comes  to  me  from  a  quarter,  and  conveys 
reflections,  affecting  the  permanent  interests  of  both  countries, 
which  will  not  I  hope  be  entirely  disregarded.  The  single  case 
of  Mr.  Bonnycastle  could  not  prove  embarrassing  to  the  United 
States  be  it  decided  as  it  may  :  but  the  denial  of  the  overture  of 
Virginia  coming  from  Mr.  Jefferson  to  seek  for  and  obtain  from 
England  the  scientific  aid  which  her  new  College  requires,  is  of 
much  greater  importance  and  on  this  account  I  feel  solicitous, 
that  by  yielding  to  an  error  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Bonnycastle  the 
stream  of  scientific  intercourse  between  our  young  establishment, 
and  this  ancient  and  venerable  nation  may  not  be  broken  or  dis- 
couraged. It  would  not  be  difficult  to  enlarge  on  this  topic,  but 
to  your  mind  this  would  be  misplaced 

I  am,  My  Dear  Sir, 
Your  obed't  serv't 
RuFus  King. 


634  HUFUS  KING.  [1825 


On  the  .s;inie  day,  October  loth,  Mr.  Canning  sent  the  fol- 
lowing to  Mr.  King  : 

Geo.  Canning  to  R.  King. 

Foreign  Office,  October  10th,  1825. 
Sir  : 

Having  referred  to  the  Lords  commissioners  of  the  admiralty 
your  letter  of  the  25th  of  August,  applying  for  the  discontinuance 
of  the  prosecution  instituted  upon  a  Bond  entered  into  by  Mr. 
Charles  Bonnycastle  "not  to  pass  into  a  foreign  Service;"  and 
for  permission  to  be  now  granted  tq  him  by  His  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment to  enter  the  Service  of  the  United  States,  as  a  Professor 
of  Natural  Philosophy  ;  I  have  received  from  the  admiralty  an 
answer  to  the  following  effect :  "  that  if  the  appHcation  had  come 
originally  from  the  Government  of  the  United  States  for  the  dis- 
charge of  Mr.  Bonnycastle  for  the  purpose  mentioned  in  your  let- 
ter, their  Lordships  would  probably  have  viewed  the  matter  in  a 
different  light  ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  mode,  and  the  circum- 
stances under  which  Mr.  Bonnycastle  quitted  Plis  Majesty's  Ser- 
vice, their  Lordships  cannot  help  entertaining  considerable 
apprehension  that  a  compliance  with  your  request  would  be 
attended  with  injurious  consequences  to  the  Institution  at  which 
Mr.  Bonnycastle  was  educated." 

You  will  observe.  Sir,  that  it  is  stated  in  Mr.  Jefferson's  letter, 
that  Mr.  Bonnycastle  embarked  for  Virginia  "  without  leave 
obtained  actually  ;"  which  expression  at  first  led  to  an  inference 
that  Mr.  Bonnycastle  had  represented  himself  to  have  applied  for 
leave,  though  there  had  not  been  time  to  receive  an  answer. 

The  truth  is,  however,  that  he  made  no  such  application — No 
degree  of  hurry  could  excuse  that  neglect  ;  and  it  is  feared  that 
the  passing  it  over  lightly,  might  appear  to  sanction,  and  might 
encourage  in  others,  so  disrespectful  a  return  for  the  benefits  of 
eleemosynary  Instruction. 

I  request  you  will  accept  the  assurances  of  the  high  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Sir 

Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant 

George  Canning. 
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R.  King  to  Geo.  Canning. 

Baker  St.  iithOctr.,  1825. 
Mr.  King  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr.  Canning  and  having 
written  the  enclosed  note  yesterday,  and  received  Mr.  Canning's 
Note  of  the  loth  inst  this  morning,  he  feels  somewhat  discouraged 
by  the  answer  of  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty  ;  but  referring  to  the 
great  interests  of  the  two  Countries,  whose  permanent  welfare 
and  happiness  may  be  affected  by  the  decision  of  the  personal 
case  of  Mr.  Bonnycastle,  Mr.  King  permits  himself  to  believe 
that  Mr.  Canning  will  receive  without  dissatisfaction  this  little 
note  ;  encouraged  by  the  hope  that  having  regard  to  the  great  and 
permanent  advantages  which  may  proceed  therefrom,  the  Lords 
of  the  Admiralty  may  see  cause  to  review  the  application  of  the 
University  of  Virginia  with  more  indulgence,  and  ultimately  grant 
the  Petition  preferred  by  Mr.  Jefferson. 


Geo.  Canning  to  R.  King. 

Private. 

Seaford,  Oct.  12,  1825. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

It  is  a  very  great  grief  to  me  to  view  in  a  different  light  any 
matter  in  which  you  take  so  deep  an  interest,  as  you  appear  to 
take  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Bonnycastle. 

But  the  question  appears  to  me  not  less  important  in  its  princi- 
ple and  probable  consequences  in  one  view,  than  it  does  to  you 
in  another. 

Mr.  Bonnycastle  having  a  favor  to  ask  of  his  Government,  pre- 
serves a  total  silence  ;  assumes  what  he  had  to  ask  as  granted  ;  & 
throws  upon  a  foreign  Gov't  the  pleading  of  his  cause. 

It  is  not  so  much  the  unwillingness  to  let  Mr.  Bonnycastle  go 
free,  as  the  probable  effect  of  taking  no  notice  of  the  contuma- 
cious (and  I  might  add  perhaps  in  relation  to  the  establishment  at 
which  he  was  educated,  ungrateful,)  manner,  in  which  he  has 
taken  that  liberty  without  asking  it,  that  stands  in  the  way  of  the 
consent  of  the  Admiralty. 

Why,  even  to  this  hour  is  there  no  application  from  Mr.  Bonny- 
castle himself  ? 
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And  if  such  conduct  as  Mr.  Bonnycastle's  passes  unreproved, 
is  it  not  clear  that  Establishments  hitherto  national  will  be  hence- 
forth nurseries  for  the  rest  of  the  world  ? 

Perhaps  you  will  say,  "they  ought  to  be  so."  But  even,  if  I 
were  to  grant  that  proposition,  &  should  think  it  right  to  act  upon 
it  prospectively,  Mr.  Bonnycastle's  conduct  would  not  appear  to 
me  the  less  deserving  of  reprehension. 

This,  however,  is  only  my  private  opinion.  If  you  can  obtain  a 
proper  application  from  Mr.  Bonnycastle  himself,  I  will  willingly 
bring  the  request  of  Mr.  Jefferson  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Admiralty  again.  I  have  the  honour  to  be 

With  great  Esteem  &  regard 
My  Dear  Sir 
Your  sincere  &  faithful  serv't 

George  Canning. 


R.  King  to  Geo.  Canning. 

Private  and  Confidential. 

20  Baker  St.,  Octr.  15,  1825. 
Mv  DEAR  Sir  : 

There  must  exist  no  mistakes  between  us.  Your  course  towards 
me  has  been  in  every  thing  that  which  I  could  have  wished  it  to 
be.  As  regards  my  situation  nothing  has  or  could  be  ascribed  to 
you,  as  having  produced  the  same  ;  tho'  the  somewhat  earlier 
communication  by  Mr.  Planta  of  the  proposed  Council  at  Wind- 
sor, might  have  enabled  me  to  have  been  presented.* 

Your  Note  of  yesterday  in  reference  to  Mr.  Bonnycastle  calls 
upon  me  to  say  a  word  or  two,  which  may  require  your  indul- 
gence. I  have  no  desire  to  justify  the  course  adopted  by  this 
gentleman,  indeed  I  see  the  case  to  a  given  extent,  as  it  has  ap- 
peared to  you  ;  but  there  are  facts  connected  with  the  case  with 
which  you  must  be  unacquainted,  as  they  have  arisen  out  of  our 
domestic  party  divisions,  in  which  for  more  than  thirty  years 
I  have  not  belonged  to  the  same  camp  with  Mr.  Jefferson.  He 
has  belonged  to  the  winning  party,  I,  to  the  losing  one  :  during 

*  Mr.  King's  detention  at  Cheltenham  had  prevented  his  presentation  to  the 
King  up  to  this  time. 
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his  prosperity  I  commonly  lived  in  retirement.  Nothing  is  how- 
ever constant  ;  things  are  now  in  a  course  of  change,  and  this  is 
evinced  by  the  overture  which  Mr.  Jefferson  becomes  the  organ 
of  making  to  me  respecting  the  University  of  Virginia.  I  should 
have  been  gratified  in  complying  with  the  request. 

I  not  only  felt  desirous  to  meet  this  advance,  but  I  fancied  that 
consequences  of  importance  might  be  promoted  thereby.  I  have 
alluded  to  some  of  them  in  my  former  communication  to  you.  It 
has  seemed  to  me  of  importance  that  the  youth  of  the  United 
States  should  from  the  beginning  imbibe  the  same  principles  of 
education  with  those  of  England,  so  that  the  effect  and  power 
of  such  education  should  shew  themselves  by  the  development 
of  the  same  great  principles  of  truth  and  reason  by  those  who  par- 
took of  it.  I  hoped  that  the  fountain  should  be  found  in  Eng- 
land, and  not  in  another  Country.  Perhaps  I  ascribed  too  much 
importance  to  these  reflections  :  but  I  with  some  anxiety  desired 
to  witness  their  development  &  influence.  Besides  Mr.  Jefferson 
has  held  distinguished  rank  in  our  Government ;  and  if  I  have 
committed  an  error,  it  has  been  in  supposing  that  the  application 
of  such  persons  was  by  courtesy  treated  with  a  certain  degree  of 
favour. 

It  has  not  been  for  a  moment  the  propriety  of  Mr.  Bonnycastle's 
conduct,  which  I  wished  to  vindicate,  but  the  ill  effects  which  I 
feared  might  be  made  to  proceed  from  the  decision  which  was 
about  to  occur  in  his  case. 
I  remain 

With  great  esteem  &  regard 
My  Dear  Sir 

Your  obedt  &  faithful  Servt 

R.  K. 

Geo.  Canning  to  R.  King. 

Private. 

Seaford,  Nov.  23,  1825. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

Silence  does  not  necessarily  imply  forgetfulness  ;  nor  can  it 
always  be  taken  for  consent. 

You  must  not  suppose,  therefore,  that  because  you  have  not 
heard  from  me  upon  the  subject  of  Mr.  Bonnycastle's  Bond,  I 
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have  been  unmindful  of  your  wishes  on  that  subject  ;  and  it  gives 
me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  be  able  now  to  break  my  long  silence 
upon  it,  witli  the  information  that  those  wishes  are  accomplished. 

As  between  Government  &  Government  the  decision  must  have 
been  otiierwise.  Mr.  Bonnycastle's  conduct  is  considered  by  the 
British  Gov't  as  most  discreditable  ;  &  the  passing  it  over  is  not 
without  danger  from  evil  example. 

But  what  could  not  be  conceded  officially,  is  yielded  to  Mr.  King's 
personal  desire  ;  and  I  rejoice  that  in  so  yielding  it,  we  enable 
Mr.  King  to  gratify  an  old  political  antagonist,  which  is  the  next 
thing  in  point  of  satisfaction,  to  the  gratifying  of  an  old  political 
friend.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  esteem  &  Regard, 
My  Dear  Sir,  Your  sincere  &  faithful  Servant 

Geo.  Canning. 


R.  King  to  Geo.  Canning. 

20  Baker  St.,  November  29,  1825, 
My  dear  Sir  : 

Although  it  may  seem  ungracious  to  look  critically  into  the 
motives  which  have  led  to  acts  of  grace  and  favor,  still  I  cannot 
help  considering  the  motives  in  favor  of  the  measure  which  by 
your  influence  has  been  adopted,  to  be  of  greater  political  influ- 
ence than  has  been  supposed,  and  I  might  I  believe  confidently 
refer  to  the  future  for  the  verification. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  we  are  not  the  less,  but  greatly  obliged  to  you, 
for  your  effectual  interference. 

The  indulgence  and  favor  shewn  to   Mr.  King,  cannot  fail  to 
produce  in  his  mind,  grateful  sentiments,  the  occasion  of  which, 
he  will  take  care  to  treat  with  great  reserve. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  with  great  esteem 
&  regard  My  Dear  Sir, 

Your  sincere  &  faithful  servant 

RuFus  King. 


Geo.  Canning  to  R.  King. 

Foreign  Office,  December  23,  1825. 

The  Undersigned,  His  Majesty's  Principal   Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs,  has  the  honour  to   recall  to  the  attention  of 
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Mr.  Rufus  King  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten- 
tiary from  the  United  States  at  this  Court,  the  correspondence 
which  has  passed  between  Mr.  King  and  the  Undersigned,  on  the 
subject  of  Mr.  King's  request  that  Mr.  Bonnycastle  should  be 
allowed  to  enter  the  Service  of  the  United  States  as  a  Professor 
of  Natural  Philosophy  ;  without  incurring  the  forfeiture  of  the 
Bond  into  which  he  had  entered. 

The  Undersigned  has  great  pleasure  in  announcing  to  Mr. 
King,  that  in  consequence  of  his  earnest  representations,  upon  the 
subject  His  Majesty's  Government  have  been  induced  to  give 
directions  to  suspend  the  legal  proceedings  which  had  been  com- 
menced against  Mr.  Bonnycastle.* 

The  Undersigned  avails  himself  of  this  opportunity  to  renew  to 
Mr.  King  the  assurance  of  his  high  consideration. 

George  Canning. 

Speaking  of  the  benefit  he  had  derived  from  "  exercise 
and  change  of  scene,"  Bishop  Hobart  writes  : 

J.  H.  HoBART  TO  R.  King. 

Liverpool,  Sep.  i,  1825. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  am  induced  to  mention  this,  because  during  the  day 
which  I  passed  with  Lord  Grenville,  for  whose  very  kind  atten- 
tions I  felt  myself  indebted  to  your  introduction,  he  mentioned 
that  either  he  had  written  or  should  write  to  you  to  pay  him  a  visit 
at  Dropmore,  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  so  delightful  a 
place  as  Dropmore,  &  so  highly  interesting  society  as  that  of  Lord 
Grenville  would  have  the  happiest  effect  on  the  health  &  spirits 
of  an  invalid.     Do  not  think  me  impertinent  in  this  suggestion. 

If  I  did  not  occupy  a  public  situation  in  the  Church,  &  were 
not  exposed  from  various  causes  to  much  animadversion,  I  think 
I  should  not  be  solicitous  about  circumstances  which  now  appear 
of  some  importance.  It  may  happen  that  the  little  intercourse 
which  I  had  with  Lord  Grenville  may  have  led  him  to  form  not 
an  unfavorable  impression  of  my  character  ;  &  it  may  happen 
that  he   may  think  it  worth  while   to   state  that   impression  in 

*  On  December  25th  Mr.  King  sent  to  Mr.  Jefferson  a  copy  of  this  dispatch. 
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conversation  witli  you.  His  name  stands  so  high  with  us,  that  his 
favorable  opinion  might  be  used  as  a  counterbalance  to  reports 
which  perhaps  may  be  circulated  of  my  unpopularity  in  Eng.  on 
account  of  the  collision,  in  which  I  really  think  without  any  fault 
of  mine,  I  was  brought  with  Mr.  Chase.  Those  reports  would 
not  be  correct,  for  tho'  the  enthusiastic  multitude  may  have  con- 
sidered me  as  the  opponent  of  an  '*  apostolic  &  primitive  man," 
from  the  highest  dignitaries  of  the  Chh  &  others,  I  rec'd  all  the 
attention  wh.  I  could  desire  &  more  than  I  could  expect.  But 
should  you  bear  on  your  mind  any  evidence  on  the  part  of  Lord 
Grenville  that  he  did  not  consider  me  as  unworthy  of  your  most 
favorable  introduction,  &  would  communicate  this  to  Col.  Troup, 
there  is  no  person  who  would  more  sedulously  use  it  to  my  ad- 
vantage in  New  York. 

I  think  you  will  understand  my  views  &  feelings  in  this  matter 
which,  if  I  know  myself  are  neither  vain  nor  selfish,  &  therefore 
make  no  apology  for  thus  troubling  you  with  my  concerns. 

And  allow  me  in  the  sincerity  of  my  heart  to  say,  that  for  the 
restoration  to  health  of  one  whose  life  is  so  invaluable  to  his  fam- 
ily, his  friends  &  the  country  that  is  so  much  indebted  to  him, 
the  best  wishes  &  prayers  are  offered  of  my  dear  sir,  by 

Yr  most  respectful 

&  faithful  &  affec. 
fd  &  sv't 

J.    H.    HOBART. 


Lafayette  to  R.  King. 

Havre,  October  5th,  1825. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

Here  we  are  arrived  after  a  pretty  rough,  but  short  passage  on 
board  the  Brandywine,  a  splendid  ship,  whh  is  immediately  re- 
turned for  Gibraltar  to  join  Commodore  Rodgers'  Squadron  ; 
Captain  Morris,  the  Commander,  and  Captain  Read  of  the  navy 
have  left  her  on  a  Commission  to  visit  the  French  and  English 
Naval  Establishments.  Mr.  Somerville  is  also  with  us.  I  write 
these  lines,  merely  to  testify  my  arrival  and  begin  the  Correspond- 
ence which  will   I  hope  be  kept  between  us  ;  part  of  my  family 
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were  here  waiting  for  us  ;  I  am  just  setting  out  to  join  the  re- 
mainder at  la  Grange.     .     .     . 

Your  affectionate  friend 

Lafayette. 


R.  King  to  C.  King. 

London,  October  20,  1825. 
Dear  Sir  : 

The  navig.  &  commerce  of  G.  Br  with  Asia,  and  Africa,  as 
well  between  those  quarters  and  G.  Br,  as  between  them  and  all 
foreign  Nations,  are  under  the  Regulation  of  Gr.  Br. 

The  navigation  &  Commerce,  between  the  European  Domin- 
ions of  G.  Br.  and  all  foreign  Nations,  are  made  the  subject  of 
conventional  Regulation  ;  at  least  such  is  the  case  between  G.  Br. 
and  the  U.  S. 

The  navigation  &  Commerce  of  the  Br.  Colonial  Possessions  in 
America,  tho'  the  subject  of  early,  and  constant  disagreement,  re- 
main without  known  &  established  Regulation  ;  the  same  being 
claimed  alternately  by  the  metropolitan,  and  the  colonial  Parties. 

This  difference  has  existed,  not  only  between  the  Colonies, 
but  between  them  and  the  metropolitan  country ;  and  the 
American  Revolution  arose,  and  was  determined,  upon  the  Prin- 
ciples which  it  developed. 

Notwithstanding  the  early,  and  near  connection,  of  the  mutual 
Reclamations  of  the  metropolitan,  and  Colonial  Parties,  no,  or 
very  little  progress,  has  been  made  in  effecting  the  establishment 
of  an  equal,  &  practicable  Regulation  in  respect  to  this  navig. 
and  Commerce  ;  but  the  same  still  remains  open,  as  an  unregu- 
lated concern  between  the  metropolitan  &  colonial  Parties  ;  but 
what  in  the  course  of  things  is  now  of  greater  importance,  between 
the  Colonies  and  foreign  Nations. 

It  is  on  this  point  that  our  attention  is  called  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  late  Act  of  Parliament,  and  the  Speeches  of  Mr.  Hus- 
kisson  which  introduced  them  into  Parliament. 

It  is  not  proposed  to  ask,  how  the  Metropolitan  Country  ac- 
quired the  Right  to  prescribe  the  Regulations  by  which  the  navi- 
gation &  Commerce  of  the  Colonies  are  controlled.  Suppose  for 
the  present,  that  this  be  assumed  as  having  grown  out  of  a  sort 

VOL.    VI. — 41. 
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of  international  Law  which  we  may  omit  to  investigate.  This 
may  satisfy  the  Colonies,  especially  if  they  find  Benefit  from  the 
latest,  and  apparently  the  most  reasonable,  Regulations  of  the 
metro])olitan  Country  :  but  it  cannot  satisfy  the  just  claims  of 
the  foreign  nations,  which  in  the  progress  of  navigation  and  Com- 
merce, find  their  interest  in  such  colonial  navigation  and 
Commerce  multiplied,  and  for  want  of  reasonable  Regulation 
subject  to  embarressment  &  dissatisfaction.  This  is  the  Case 
of  the  U.  S.  of  A.  The  act  of  Parliament,  &:  Mr.  Huskisson's 
Discourse,  leave  things  in  the  same  imsatisfactory  condition  in 
which  they  found  them. 

Mr.  H.  observes  that  a  free  intercourse  with  the  Colonies  is 
opened  with  all  foreign  Nations  ;  by  which  articles  of  the  growth 
or  Produce  of  such  for.  Nations  may  be  carried  in  ships  or  ves- 
sels belonging  to  them,  to  the  Br.  Am.  Colonies  ;  and  the  Products 
of  such  Colonies  received  in  return,  and  carried  to  and  sold,  in 
any  Country,  the  Dominions  of  G.  Br.  excepted. 

What  is  tile  Fact  in  respect  to  this  free  intercourse  :  is  it  not  by 
the  act  of  Parliament  subject  to  a  catalogue  of  articles  from  foreign 
countries,  which  are  excluded  from  the  colonies,  and  to  a  second 
catalogue  of  articles,  which  are  made  liable  to  Payment  of  other 
and  greater  Duties,  than  will  be  collected  from  like  articles,  com- 
ing from  the  mother  Country,  or  the  other  American  Colonies  ? 

Will  the  Lumber  of  Georgia  &  the  Carolinas,  superior  in  qual- 
ity and  near  to  the  Colonies  ;  will  the  Bacon  of  N.  Carolina  & 
Virginia,  or  the  Flour  of  the  Chesapeake,  the  Delaware  &  New 
York,  or  the  salted  Beef  or  Pork  of  the  northern  States,  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  Colonies,  unless  upon  the  payment  of  higher,  & 
Discriminative  Duties,  above  what  are  levied  upon  the  like  arti- 
cles, coming  from  the  mother  Country,  or  the  sister  and  distant 
Colonies,  and  can  such  a  commerce  be  called  a  free  intercourse  ? 

As  this  branch  of  Trade  is  not  included  in  any  Convention  or 
Treaty,  as  G.  Br,,  tho'  urged  to  do  so,  declines  to  enter  into 
any  Conventional  Rule  upon  the  Subject,  there  seems  to  remain  to 
the  U.  S.  as  heretofore  only  the  Power  to  countervail  such  of 
these  Regulations  as  afford  her  cause  of  dissatisfaction,  and  why 
are  the  U.  S.  restrained  from  doing  so  ? 

The  subject  is,  as  it  long  has  been,  open  to  the  just  objection 
of   the  U.    S.  and    it  will   continue    to  be  so,  until  by  suitable 


1825]  LIFE  AND   CORRESPONDENCE.  643 

countervailing  Regulations,  G.  Br  becomes  more  fully  impressed 
with  the  just  Claims  of  the  U.  S.  Why  should  this  Branch  of  n'n 
and  commerce,  be  solely  regulated  by  G.  Br  only  ;  as  two  Nations 
are  concerned,  why  should  the  Business  be  under  the  control  of 
only  one,  and  why  should  not  such  an  object  be  openly  avowed, 
and  aimed  at  ? 

May  not  Great  Br,  assume  the  Regulation  of  for.  Nav.  &  Com. 
with  Liverpool  &  London,  as  rightfully  as  she  assumes  the  Navig. 
&  Com  of  Jamaica,  and  Antigua  ? 

R.  King. 

On  the  7th  of  November,  Mr.  Canning  notified  Mr. 
King  that  the  King  would  hold  a  council  on  Friday,  No- 
vember nth,  and  would  then  receive  his  letter  of  credence. 

R.  King  to  Secretary  of  State. 

London,  November  12,   1825. 
Sir  : 

It  is  a  long  time  since  the  King  has  held  a  Council  in  London. 

I  have  been  in  town  since  the  19th.  of  August,  and  yesterday  was 

the  first  day  when  I  could  present  my  letter  of  credence.     The 

audience  was  as  usual  ;  on  my  part  little  was  said,  and  that  little 

as  complimentary  as  facts  would  justify.     The  reply  of  the  King 

was  unexceptionable.     .     .     . 

Though  out  of  order  of  date,  the  following  introduces  an 
interesting  historical  occurrence  and  gives  an  explanation  of 
the  reason  for  Mr.  King's  unwillingness  to  forgive  Mr. 
Monroe  for  his  charge  against  Federalists,  in  his  letter  to 
General  Jackson. 

Memorandum  by  R.  King. 

loth  May  1824.  Col.  Miller  this  evening  said  to  me, 
speaking  of  Mr.  Pr.  Monroe  that  he  had  told  him  that  Mr. 
Gorham,  formerly  President  of  Congress,  had  written  a  letter  to 
Prince  Henry,  brother  of  the  great  Frederic,  desiring  him  to  come 
to  the  U.  S.  to  be  their  King,  and  that  the  Prince  had  declined 
by  informing  Mr.  Gorham  that  the  Americans  had  shown  so  much 
determination  agt.  their  old  King,  that  they  wod.  not  readily  submit 
to  a  new  one  ;    Mr.  Monroe  adding  that  Genl.  Armstrong  had  given 
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him  this  information  and  that  the  papers  or  correspondence  was 
in  the  hands  of  General  Hull. 

This  communication  arose  from  the  letter  of  Monroe  to  General 
Jackson,  expressing  his  opinion  that  among  the  Federalists  of  the 
time  of  Genl.  Washington,  were  persons  in  favor  of  Monarchy,  !  !  !  * 


C.  King  to  R.  King. 

New  York,  Dec.  7,  1825. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  have  at  length  thought  it  proper  after  consulting 
James  and  John  Duer  to  make  the  statements  you  will  find  in  the 
American,  concerning  your  agency  some  forty  years  ago,  as  is 
charged,  in  bringing  a  Prussian  Prince  to  this  country  to  reign  over 
it.  ...  I  enclose  copies  of  the  letters  of  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr. 
Barbour  on  the  subject.  Not  having  any  personal  acquaintance 
with  Mr.  Barbour,  I  addressed  myself  to  Mr.  Clay,  asking  him  as 
a  friend  to  call  in  my  name  on  Mr.  Barbour,  and  ask  his  authority 
for  contradicting  a  story  that  I  knew  could  not  be  true.     .     .     . 

Ever  affectionately  yours 

Chas.  King. 

H.  Clay  to  C.  King. 

Washington,  27,  Nov.  1825. 
Dear  Sir  : 

On  the  day  I  received  your  letter  of  the  23rd.  inst.,  I  met  with 
Mr.  Secretary  Barbour,  and  having  conversed  with  him  on  the 
subject  of  it,  I  put  it  into  his  hands  that  he  might  furnish  me  with 
such  a  statement  as  he  deemed  proper.  The  enclosed  letter  from 
him  to  me  furnishes  that  statement.  The  notice  of  that  subject 
by  Noah  is  so  far  countenanced  by  this  statement,  as  that  it  estab- 
lishes that  there  was  an  allusion  to  it  in  a  debate  in  the  Senate  by 
Mr.  Barbour,  and  that  this  allusion  occasioned  some  warm  words 
between  him  and  your  father.  Indeed  the  Honble.  Secretary  told 
me  that  the  words  which  were  passed,  were  very  sharp  and  personal. 
But  Mr.  Noah  has  no  support  from  this  statement  of  his  allegations 
that  the  Secretary  intended  to  implicate  your  father,  or  that  he 
silently  acquiesced  in  the  truth  of  the  Secretary's  suggestion.     If 

*  National  Intelligencer,  May  7,  1824. 
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the  letter  is  published,  the  malignant  will  seize  hold  of  the  fact  of 
the  sensibility  displayed  by  your  father  (as  described  by  Mr.  B.) 
as  evidence  of  his  conscious  participation  in  the  Prussian 
scheme.     .     . 

I  never  heard  of  the  Prussian  affair  before.  Upon  enquiry  I 
learn  that  there  was  during  the  Revolutionary  war,  when  our 
affairs  were  very  gloomy  and  there  was  some  dissatisfaction  with 
Genl.  Washington,  a  project  on  foot  to  invite  the  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick, or  Prince  Henry,  to  take  the  command  of  our  armies,  not 
to  make  a  King  of  him  ;  and  I  suspect  that  matter  has  been  drawn 
down  from  1777  to  78,  when  it  occurred  to  1786,  and  confounded 
with  incidents  of  the  latter  epoch.  .  .  .  Who  could  have  com- 
municated to  Noah  the  account  of  the  Debate  in  the  Senate  ? 
You  see  that  Mr.  Gaillard  retains  no  recollection  of  it.  I  suspect 
therefore  that  the  communication  must  have  been  made  by  some 
bitter  and  secret  enemy.     .     .     .  Yours  faithfully 

H.  Clay. 


Jas.  Barbour  to  H.  Clay. 

Washington,  Nov.  26,  1825. 
Dear  Sir  : 

I  have  read  attentively  the  letter  you  presented  me,  addressed 
to  you  by  Mr.  Charles  King.  I  certainly  feel  great  reluctance  in 
appearing  in  a  newspaper  controversy  ;  the  more  especially  as  it  is 
the  first  instance  in  my  life  of  such  an  occurrence.  Yet,  on  this 
occasion,  I  yield  to  the  request  of  Mr.  King  to  state  what  remains 
within  my  recollection  of  the  subject  to  which  he  refers.  The 
intervening  time  since  the  occurrence  and  the  multiplicity,  as  well 
as  variety,  of  my  pursuits  have  rendered  the  traces  of  the  trans- 
action somewhat  slight.  As  there  was  no  note  taken  of  the  de- 
bate* at  the  time  I  have  endeavored  to  regain  its  character  by 
reference  to  the  President,  Mr.  Gaillard,  who  says  he  has  not  the 
smallest  recollection  of  any  circumstances  connected  with  this 
subject.  Thrown  on  my  own  resources  I  will  endeavor  to  give 
the  most  faithful  narrative  I  can. 

In  the  debate  which  occurred  on  the  revolutionary  pension  bill, 

*  There  is  in  the  Antzals  of  Congress 2^\\o\\c&  of  the  fact  of  a  sharp  exchange 
of  words  on  the  occasion  but  no  report  of  them. 
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session  17-18,  the  utmost  latitude  was  indulged.  The  effects 
of  that  revolution  on  ourselves  as  well  as  on  the  world  at  large, 
the  progress  of  political  science,  the  danger  to  which  our  institu- 
tions had  been  exposed  from  the  termination  of  the  revolution  to 
the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  c^c  were  largely  and  freely  dis- 
cussed. Taking  an  active  part  in  that  debate,  and  pursuing  the 
range  of  discussion,  I  made  an  allusion  to  a  rumor,  namely  that 
a  wish  was  believed  to  exist  with  some  politicians  to  impart  a 
monarchical  character  to  our  institutions,  and  which  was  said  to 
have  been  manifested  by  a  proposal  of  inviting  some  German 
prince  to  the  intended  American  throne.  But  it  was  stated  as  a 
mere  rumor,  nor  did  I  point  to  any  particular  individual,  for  none 
by  name  had  been  mentioned  to  me,  that  I  now  recollect. 

Mr.  King,  who  took  part  in  the  debate,  spoke  of  this  rumor  as 
most  idle  and  unfounded — and  with  asperity  at  its  having  been 
mentioned  by  me.  The  remainder  of  the  debate  on  my  part  it  is 
not  necessary  to  state,  as  it  went  merely  to  repel  the  personal  re- 
mark of  Mr.  King,  in  a  manner  which  the  feeling  of  the  moment, 
as  I  thought  justified.  From  that  day  to  the  recent  publication, 
I  heard  nothing  more  of  the  subject.     .     .     .* 

Yours, 

Jas.  Barbour. 

On  December  26th,  Mr.  Adams  records  {Memoirs,  vii.,63)  : 

"  Governor  Barbour  read  an  answer  which  he  had  written  to  the 

*  J.  Q.  Adams,  Memoirs,  vii.,  55,  Nov.  19th  : 

"  Governor  Barbour  came  in  .  .  .  with  a  New  York  National  Advocate 
.  .  .  with  a  paragraph  insinuating  that  he  did  in  debate  in  the  U.  S.  Senate 
charge  Mr.  R.  King  with  being  one  of  a  party  in  1786  who  proposed  sending 
for  Prince  Henry  of  Prussia  to  come  to  this  country  to  be  King.  Barbour  said 
it  was  a  perverted  misrepresentation  of  something  once  said  in  debate  by  him 
of  such  a  project  having  once  existed.  Mr.  King  had  taken  up  the  imputation 
with  much  excitement,  but  he  never  intended  to  charge  King  with  being  a 
party  to  the  project,  and  had  no  reason  to  believe  he  had.  He  asked  me  if  I 
thought  he  ought  to  notice  the  statement  in  the  Advocate,  by  contradicting  in 
the  newspapers.  I  said  Noah  had  got  into  an  editorial  war  with  Charles  King, 
and  boasted  that  there  were  twenty-four  Senators  pledged  to  vote  against  the 
confirmation  of  R.  King  to  England.  Perhaps  he  meant  that  some  use  should 
be  made  against  Mr.  King  of  this  imputation  in  the  Senate.  I  thought  it 
would  be  better  to  present  it  there  than  in  the  newspapers.  He  said  he  would 
speak  of  it  to  Mr.  Gaillard." 
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enquiries  of  Charles  King.  It  denies  his  having  charged  Mr.  R. 
King  with  having  been  concerned  in  the  year  1786  in  a  project  to 
send  for  Prince  Henry  to  be  the  King  of  this  Union,  and  gives 
some  account  of  the  debate  in  Senate,  in  which  this  project  was 
alluded  to.  Mr.  Clay  thought  the  denial  that  Mr.  Barbour  had 
intended  in  the  debate  to  implicate  King  was  not  sufficiently 
explicit,  but  Mr.  Barbour  thought  he  could  not  make  it  more  so. 
"  I  had  also  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Charles  King  on  this 
subject." 


J.  Q.  Adams  to  C.  King. 

Private. 

Washington,  20  December,  1825. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

I  believe  that  the  best  answer  I  can  give  to  your  letter  lately 
received,  is  to  inform  you  that  the  Senate  have  this  day  confirmed 
the  nomination  of  your  father  and  brother.  I  suppose  that  hence- 
forth Prince  Henry  of  Prussia  will  be  suffered  to  sleep  in  Peace. 

I  had  conjectured  from  the  first  notice  of  the  Chancery  suit 
against  your  father,  that  it  related  to  the  farewell  Address  of 
President  Washington.  As  the  purpose  of  holding  these  papers 
from  the  public  appears  to  have  failed,  will  there  be  any  motive 
for  continuing  to  reserve  them  from  public  inspection  ? 

I  write  in  great  haste,  but  remain  faithfully  yours 

J.  Q.  Adams. 

H.  Clay  to  J.  A.  King. 

Private  and  inofficial. 

Washington,  26  Dec,  1825. 
Dear  Sir  : 

,  .  .  Others  will  have  informed  you  that,  after  making 
various  demonstrations  of  a  disposition  to  defeat  the  nomination 
both  of  your  father  and  yourself,  it  has  been  approved  by  the 
Senate  with  scarcely  any  shew  of  opposition. 

I  am  with  great  respect 

Your  ob.  servant, 

H.  Clay. 


CHAPTER  XXXIX. 

The  President  directed  special  Attention  to  Settlement  of  Indemnity  Claims 
against  Great  Britain — King — Confers  with  Canning  on  these — Canning 
to  King — Expresses  Surprise  that  his  confidential  Letters  are  sent  to  the 
Secretary  of  State — King  to  Canning — Answer — King  to  Canning —  Urges 
Settlement  by  Instruction  to  English  Commissioner — King  to  Secretary  of 
State — Reports  Causes  of  Delay — Suggests  Canning  a  Settlement  by  Com- 
promise— Canning  to  King — His  Government  willing  to  assent  to  this — 
Canning  to  King — Amount  suggested  unreasonable — Canning  to  King 
—  Government  does  not  reject  a  Compromise — Reasons  for  objecting 
to  that  proposed — Sum  named  too  large — Discussion  in  London  Waste 
of  Time — Nothing  left  but  to  refer  back  to  the  Commission — King  to 
Canning — The  United  States  requires  a  just  Indemnification  in  Ad- 
dition to  Amounts  awarded — Interest  claimed — Canning  to  King — Can- 
not enter  in  London  into  the  Merits  of  the  Question — King  to  Canning — 
As  no  Discussion  is  to  be  had,  requests  new  Instructions  be  sent  to  the 
Commissioner — King  to  Secretary  of  State — Reports  the  State  of  the  Case 
— Temper  controls  the  Action  of  Government — Canning  to  King — Discus- 
sion a  Waste  of  Time — Instructions  will  be  sent  to  Commissioner — King  to 
Secretary  of  State — Fruitless  Endeavor  to  ascertain  if  Great  Britain  wished 
Compromise — Cautious  in  his  Actions — Proposal  for  Compromise  never 
favorably  entertained  or  desired — King  to  Secretary  of  State — Feels  that 
there  is  a  Defect  in  Confidence  of  the  Envoy,  though  unwarranted — King 
to  the  President — Resigns  his  Mission — Plea  uncertain  State  of  Health — 
King  to  Canning — Relative  to  taking  Leave  of  the  King — Canning  to  King 
— The  King  will  dispense  with  the  Ceremony — King's  Acknowledgment 
to  the  King — Final  Settlement  of  the  Claims  by  Mr.  Gallatin. 

Before  Mr.  King  sailed  from  America,  the  President  had 
written  to  him  *  his  anxious  desire  that  early  and  special  at- 
tention should  be  given  to  the  settlement  of  the  matter  placed 

*  In  a  private  letter  of  instructions  to  Mr.  King,  May  6,  1825,  the  President, 
Mr.  Adams,  writes : 

"  The  slave-indemnity  commission  is  the  object  of  most  immediate  urgency 

64S 
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in  the  hands  of  the  mixed  Commission  in  Washington  under 
the  decision  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  as  arbiter ;  namely, 
for  indemnification  by  England  for  slaves  and  other  property 
carried  away  from  the  United  States  in  violation  of  the 
Treaty  of  Ghent. 

At  an  early  opportunity  Mr.  King  held  conferences  with 
Mr.  Canning,  which  were  reported  to  the  Secretary  of  State,* 
and  on  the  12th  of  October  offered  to  send  to  him  "the 
argument  respecting  the  exceptionable  course  of  the  British 
Commissioner  (Mr.  Jackson),  by  which  the  proceedings  of 

in  our  negotiations  with  Great  Britain,  and  with  regard  to  this  the  instruction 
will  be  ample  and  immediate.  Those  relating  to  the  north  Eastern  Boundary, 
to  the  colonial  trade  and  to  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence  will  be  sent 
after  you  as  early  as  possible.  I  feel  deep  anxiety  upon  all  these  subjects  ; 
though  much  relieved  by  the  confidence  of  your  perfect  possession  of  them 
all.     .     .     . 

"  May  Benjamin's  portion  of  the  blessing  of  Heaven  go  with  you,  and  abide 
with  you  politically  and  individually  to  the  consummation  of  your  service  on 
this  mission,  prays  your  affectionate  friend  and  Servt.  J.  Q.  Adams." 

The  first  instructions  given  to  him  before  sailing,  by  Mr.  Clay,  the  Secretary 
of  State,  were  occupied  in  large  measure  by  similar  suggestions,  and  particularly 
as  to  the  method  of  putting  an  end  to  the  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Commission 
in  reaching  a  conclusion. 

*  Several  letters  had  passed  between  Mr.  King  and  Mr.  Canning,  chiefly 
relative  to  the  views  of  the  latter  on  the  pending  question  of  inducing  Spain  to 
acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  American  republics  and  explaining  the 
desire  that  England  and  the  United  States  should  not  only  act  together  as  their 
interests  suggested,  but  endeavor  to  induce  France  to  join  with  them  in  a  joint 
note  to  Spain.  These  communications  had  been  rather  personal  and  confi- 
dential, but  Mr.  King  appears  to  have  sent  them  to  his  Government,  for 
reasons  which  the  following  correspondence  will  show. 

G.  Canning  to  R.  King. 

Confidential, 

Sept.  15,  1825. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  confess  it  surprizes  me  to  find  that  my  letters  have  been  actually 
transmitted  to  your  Government.  They  were  not  written  with  that  intention  : 
not  that  there  is  anything  in  them  (in  substance)  which  I  should  have  wished 
to  have  withheld  from  the  knowledge  of  Mr.  Adams  or  Mr.  Clay  ;  but  that,  if 
I  had  intended  an  official  communication,  I  should  naturally  have  expressed 
the  same  in  language  less  unguarded. 

The  confounding  of  confidential  with  official  letters  has  a  tendency  to  restrict 
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the  mixed  Commission  are  arrested,"  stating  at  the  same 
time  his  belief  that  circumstances  existed  which  would  lead 
tlie  two  Governments  to  prefer  a  settlement  of  this  affair 
by  an  adjustment  by  themselves,  rather  than  to  refer  it 
again  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia. 

On  the  29th  of  October,  Mr.  King  reports  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  that  at  a  conference  at  the  Foreign  Ofifice  with  Mr. 
Canning  the  latter  said  that  he  had  referred  to  the  Law 
Offices  of  the  Crown  the  matter  of  the  disagreement  be- 
tween Mr.  Jackson  and  Mr.  Cheves.  As  he  had  expressed 
no  desire  to  examine  the  correspondence  which  had  been 
offered  to  him,  Mr.  King  said  that  he  had  omitted  to  send 
it,  as  it  had  not  been  asked  for ;  but  that  Mr.  Canning  had 
assented  to  his  remark  that  it  would  be  good  policy  to 
settle  the  misunderstanding  between  themselves. 


correspondence  wholly  to  the  latter  ;  and  thereby  deprive  two  public  ministers 
who  might  be  disposed  to  open  themselves  unreservedly  to  each  other  of  one 
most  advantageous  mode  of  ascertaining  each  other's  sentiments,  and  of  pre- 
paring the  way  for  an  understanding  between  their  Governments.     .     .     . 

Your  most  obed.  and  faithful  Servt. 

George  Canning. 

R.  King  to  G.  Canning, 

Confidential. 

London,  Sept.  21,  1825. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

You  seem  to  think  less  well  that  I  should  have  sent  your  private 
friendly  and  confidential  letters  to  Washington.  You  well  know  that  it  is  the 
duty  of  a  Foreign  Minister  to  make  such  report  as  would  communicate  to  his 
Government  the  substance  of  what  has  passed  between  him  and  the  Govern- 
ment to  which  he  is  sent  without  compromitting  his  correspondent.  This  you 
may  be  assured  has  been  done  and  in  as  strong  language  as  you  yourself  would 
have  employed  :  and  it  was  because  I  believed  that  the  language,  which  you  made 
use  of,  would  produce  a  stronger  and  better  effect,  particularly  in  respect  to 
France,  than  any  precis  of  the  correspondence  that  I  could  have  prepared,  that 
I  forwarded  these  letters  to  Washington.  I  know  the  men  with  whom  I  corre- 
spond, and  you  may  rely  upon  our  discretion.     .     .     . 

with  great  regard  &  Esteem 

Your  obedt.  Humble  Servt, 

RuFus  King. 


1 825  J  LIFE  AND   CORRESPONDENCE.  65  I 

R.  King  to  G.  Canning. 

November  25,  1825. 
Dear  Sir  : 

My  government  was  urgent  that  I  should  lose  no  time  in  arriv- 
ing early  in  England,  in  order  that  I  should  bring  before  you  the 
difficulty  and  delay  which  retard,  in  fact  frustrate  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  mixed  Commission  at  Washington,  respecting  the 
matter  which  has  been  referred  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia.  With- 
out recurring  to  the  facts  in  this  case,  which  I  have  heretofore 
done,  suffice  it  to  state,  that  you  were  good  enough  to  inform  me 
that  you  had  referred  the  same  to  the  Law  Officer  of  the  Crown, 
since  when  I  have  heard  nothing  further  respecting  the  subject. 

The  Commission,  in  the  habit  of  disagreement,  in  the  Spring 
adjourned  till  this  season,  and  on  their  meeting,  it  probably  will 
be  to  repeat  their  former  disagreement ;  for  the  correction  of 
which  there  is  no  remedy  but  an  instruction  of  your  Government 
to  your  Commissioner,  or  an  appeal  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia  to 
enforce  his  award.  I  have  explained  myself  upon  these  measures 
and  I  have  only  to  remind  you  of  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
these  meetings,  and  the  hope  that  what  has  seemed  to  be  the  only 
correct  course  may  be  adopted. 

your  obedt.  and  faithful  Servt, 

RuFUS  King. 

On  the  27th  of  November,  Mr.  King  v^^rites  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  (enclosing  the  earnest  appeal  made  to  Mr. 
Canning  on  the  25th),  as  follow^s : 

Sir: 

Aware  of  the  dissatisfaction  with  which  the  delays  of  the  mixed 
Commission  at  Washington  were  considered  by  every  one  who 
was  acquainted  with  them,  I  have  taken  every  occasion  that  has 
fallen  within  my  reach  to  draw  the  attention  of  this  Government 
to  this  matter.  But  you  must  be  sensible,  during  the  dispersion 
of  the  Government,  of  the  difficulty  to  bring  any  one  seriously  to 
consider  a  subject,  which  is  supposed  to  be  referred  to  a  future 
day.  Moreover  the  habit  of  suffering  concerns  referred  to  a 
Commission  to  go  on  without  enquiry  prevails  to  such  an  extent, 
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that  in  cases  like  the  present,  the  office  of  a  Commissioner  seems 
to  be  thought  to  be  a  Government  provision  the  continuance  of 
which  depends  upon  the  mere  convenience  of  the  Commis- 
sioner.    .     .     . 

Your  obedt.  Servt. 

RuFUs  King. 

On  December  26th  Mr.  King  recalls  to  Mr.  Canning's  at- 
tention the  urgent  requirement  of  his  Government  to  ter- 
minate the  mixed  Commission  at  Washington,  about  u^hich 
they  were  so  anxious  as  to  give  him  an  instruction  to  form 
an  adjustment  by  way  of  a  compromise  for  a  fixed  sum  ; 
and  states  that  he  has  authority  to  settle  in  this  way. 

Mr.  Canning  notified  Mr.  King  on  January  16,  1826,  that 
in  accordance  with  his  desire  to  settle  the  question  of  the 
mixed  Commission,  Mr.  Addington  would  call  upon  him  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of  the  fixed  sum  by 
way  of  compromise  which  he  was  authorized  to  declare  the 
willingness  of  his  Government  to  accept. 

In  his  report  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  January  20,  1826, 
Mr.  King  wrote  that  Mr.  Addington  came  to  see  him  on 
the  i8th,  and  he  named  the  sum  of  two  millions  of  dollars, 
but  Mr.  Addington  said  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  do 
more  than  to  ascertain  the  sum  that  would  be  acceptable, 
which  he  would  immediately  report  to  Mr.  Canning. 

G.  Canning  to  R.  King. 

Jany.  19,  1826. 

.  .  .  The  sum  which  Mr.  Addington  reports  Mr.  King  to 
have  named  (as  a  fixed  sum)  is  two  millions  of  dollars  or  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling.  The  utmost 
amount  of  all  the  sums  yet  specified  in  the  demand  of  the  United 
States  before  the  Commission  (whether  allowed  or  disallowed)  is 
three  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  pounds. 

The  undersigned  therefore  cannot  help  imagining  that  there 
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must  be  some  error  in  Mr.  King's  proposal.  A  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  pounds  can  never  be  considered  a  "  com- 
promise "  for  a  disputed  demand  of  little  more  than  three  hundred 
and  eighty  thousand  pounds.  If  there  be  no  error,  it  is  hardly 
necessary  to  add  that  such  a  proposal  is  at  once  declined. 

George  Canning. 


G.  Canning  to  R.  King. 

Jany. 25. 

.  .  .  He  assures  Mr.  Rufus  King,  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment does  not  mean,  by  the  rejection  of  the  offer  of  "  compro- 
mise "  proposed  by  Mr.  King  to  the  undersigned  to  refuse  a 
"  just  indemnification  "  for  the  claims  to  which  Mr.  King's  offer 
of  a  compromise  applies. 

To  understand  what  is  the  amount  of  that  "just  indemnifica- 
tion "  is  the  object  of  the  Commission  sitting  at  Washington.  The 
course  of  what  has  recently  passed  between  the  undersigned  and 
Mr.  King  is  this. 

Mr.  King  proposed  to  supercede  the  necessity  of  further  labour 
on  the  part  of  the  Commission  by  a  proposal  (which  he  described 
as  being  authorized  by  his  Government)  to  accept  "  a  fixed  sum," 
"  by  way  of  compromise,"  in  full  discharge  of  the  claims  of  his 
Government.  The  undersigned  requested  Mr.  King  to  name  the 
sum  so  to  be  accepted  by  his  Government.  Had  the  sum  named 
by  Mr.  King  been  such  as  it  was  possible  for  British  Govern- 
ment to  consent  to  pay  "  by  way  of  compromise,"  the  under- 
signed would  have  desired  nothing  more  than  to  have  closed  at 
once  an  obligation  already  so  long  protracted.  But  that  sum  be- 
ing out  of  all  proportion  beyond  any  sum  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment can  admit  to  be  reasonable,  or  to  partake  in  any  degree  of 
the  nature  of  a  "compromise,"  and  it  being  a  waste  both  of  time  and 
trouble  to  open  a  new  discussion  here,  to  be  carried  on  simultane- 
ously with  that  of  the  Commission,  appointed  under  the  Treaty, 
at  Washington,  the  undersigned  (after  having  marked  the  readi- 
ness of  his  Government  to  listen  respectfully  to  Mr.  King's  pro- 
posal) sees  nothing  left  but  that  the  labours  of  that  Commission 
should  proceed. 

George  Canning, 
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R.  King  to  G.  Canning. 

Jany.  26th,  1826. 

.  He  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Canning's  note  de- 
clining the  proposal  to  accept  two  millions  of  dollars  by  way  of 
compromise,  in  satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  the  United  States 
upon  Great  Britain  under  the  convention  signed  at  St.  Petersburg 
i2th  July  1S22.  Mr.  Canning  supposes  there  must  be  some  error 
in  the  proposal  of  the  undersigned.  ...  In  answer  to  this 
statement  [see  above  note],  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  just 
indemnification  awarded  by  his  Imperial  Majesty,  for  slaves  and 
other  property  carried  away  in  contravention  of  the  Treaty  of 
Ghent,  cannot  be  abandoned  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States. 

If  then  the  British  Government  intends  by  the  rejection  of  the 
offer  made  by  the  undersigned,  to  exclude  the  admission  of  such 
just  indemnification,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  Government 
of  the  United  States  can  consent  to  such  a  compromise. 

RuFus  King. 

R.  King  to  G.  Canning. 

Despatch  19. 

Jany.  26,   1826. 

.  .  .  A  "just  indemnification,"  instead  of  two  millions  dol- 
lars, "would  exceed  that  sum,"  "  as  it  would  amount  to  two  mil- 
lions six  hundred  thousand  one  hundred  and  twenty  dollars.* 
The  sum  named  to  Mr.  Addington,  instead  of  being  immoderate 
or  unreasonable,  is  therefore  within  the  sum  which,  by  the  admis- 
sion of  both  Parties  might  justly  be  named.  The  supposition 
that  the  Envoy  of  the  United  States  presses  for  a  settlement  by 
compromise  is  so  far  incorrect,  that  this  measure  was  suggested 
upon  the  belief,  in  the  actual  situation  of  the  case,  that  such  an 
adjustment  by  compromise  would  be  equally  acceptable  to  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  :  and  it  is  hoped  that,  in  this  par- 
ticular, no  mistake  has  been  made. 

*  By  his  instructions  the  maximum  amount  was  that  named,  with  a  minimum 
amount  of  $1,416,000.  The  difference  was  to  be  met  by  the  valuation  of  the 
slaves.     Mr.  Canning  refused  to  discuss  the  matter. 
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[Mr.  King  then  states  that  the  grounds  for  his  claim  for  the 
sum  he  had  named  were  based  on  the  actual  amount  due,  "  aug- 
mented by  the  addition  of  a  just  indemnification  for  at  least  ten 
years'  detention,"  bringing  up  the  sum  to  $2,693,120. — Ed.] 

"  It  appears  therefore  that  the  real  question  respects  the  ascer- 
tainment of  the  indemnification.  The  Commissioners  have  agreed 
to  fix  the  value  of  the  property,  but  not  upon  the  indemnification. 
It  is  this  difference  about  which  they  failed  to  agree,  which  led 
to  the  belief  in  a  settlement  here  [in  London]  by  compromise, 
which  caused  the  suggestion  of  a  compromise."  It  seems  due  to 
the  award  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  that  the  United  States  should 
not  only  claim,  but  should  insist  upon  the  indemnification  he 
awarded.  .  .  .  The  honor  of  the  Umpirage  requires  this  to  be 
done,  and  the  condition  of  the  United  States  does  not  allow  them 
to  dispense  with  this  claim.  ...  By  a  just  indemnification, 
something  must  have  been  intended  by  the  Umpire  ;  and  how 
is  the  amount  thereof  to  be  ascertained  unless  it  be  by  said 
computation. 

To  say  that  interest,*^  not  being  mentioned,  was  not  intended  to 
be  allowed  ;  may  it  not  be  asked,  how  otherwise  is  the  indemnifi- 
cation to  be  measured,  or  by  what  other  means  can  it  be  found  ? 
Though  no  mention  is  made  of  interest,  the  equivalent  expression 
of  a  just  indemnification  is  made  use  of  by  the  Umpire  ;  in  the 
delay  to  perform  a  compact  having  respect  to  money,  by  what 
other  measure  can  such  indemnification  be  found  ?  To  what 
different  Practice  or  Rule  can  the  question  be  referred  ?  If  the 
indemnification  was  awarded  by  a  competent  Umpire  can  it  be 
refused  ?  or  how  otherwise  is  it  to  be  measured  ?  Those  who 
deny   such  allowance    of   interest  seem  to  be  bound  to  furnish 

*  It  was  upon  this  very  question  that  Mr.  Jackson,  the  English  Commissioner, 
refused  to  agree  to  execute  the  fifth  article  of  the  Convention,  which  by  its  terms 
required  that  when  a  difference  should  arise  between  the  two  members  of  the 
Commission,  they  should  choose  an  arbitrator,  by  lot,  who  with  them  should  de- 
cide the  question.  Mr.  Clay's  instructions,  given  before  Mr.  King  sailed,  say, 
"on  what  pretext  is  the  extraordinary  refusal  attempted  to  be  supported? 
Upon  the  allegation  that  interest  is,  in  his  judgment,  clearly  excluded  from  the 
Convention.  He  no  doubt  thinks  so.  Mr.  Cheves  [the  American  Commissioner], 
with  equal  honesty  of  intention  thinks  otherwise  ;  and  this  difference  between 
them  is  precisely  one  of  the  cases  of  non-concurrence  which  was  foreseen." 
Mr.  King  therefore  was  acting  under  instructions. 
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another  and  a  better  Rule.  It  must  not  be  said  that  the  award 
of  the  Umpire  is  without  meaning.  If  the  computation  of  interest 
be  exchided,  what  can  its  meaning  be  ? 

In  conchision  the  undersigned  in  answer  to  the  last  para- 
graph of  Mr.  Canning's  note,  is  unwilling  to  admit  that,  by  im- 
plication, he  desires  to  terminate  the  question,  by  compromise, 
should  become  matter  of  doubt  ;  for  in  conformity  with  the  in- 
structions of  his  Government,  he  made  the  proposal  to  com- 
promise the  question  in  the  belief  that  such  compromise  would  be 
acceptable  to  both  parties.  Should  the  undersigned  be  disap- 
pointed in  this  respect,  he  would  regret  the  same  ;  and  in  this 
event,  must  request  that  instructions  may  be  given  by  the  British 
Government  to  their  Commissioner  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of 
his  duties  without  further  delay,  and  to  give  effect  to  the  Fifth  and 
other  articles  of  the  Convention,  by  consenting  to  the  reference 
of  every  question  of  disagreement,  which  shall  present  itself  for 
decision." 

RuFus  King. 

Mr.  Canning,  January  28,  1826,  writes  to  Mr.  King  saying 
that  he  has  received 

"  the  official  note  "  entering  into  a  detailed  discussion  of  the 
merits  of  the  question  now  in  a  course  of  settlement  by  Commis- 
sioners of  the  two  Governments  appointed  under  the  Convention  of 
St.  Petersburgh  of  July  12,  1822. 

The  undersigned  listened  most  willingly  to  the  proposal  of 
Mr.  King  to  shorten  this  settlement  by  a  "  compromise  "  ;  and 
had  the  terms  of  the  "compromise,"  subsequently  offered  by 
Mr.  King  been  such  as  the  British  Government  could  at  once 
accept  the  undersigned  would  have  been  quite  as  happy  as  Mr. 
King  to  concur  in  recommending  to  their  respective  Governments 
to  put  an  end  at  once  to  the  protracted  labours  of  their 
Commissioners. 

But  the  offer  of  Mr.  King  ?iot  being  such  as  the  British  Govern- 
ment can  accept,  there  is  evidently  an  end  of  the  question  of 
"  compromise  "  ;  and  things  necessarily  revert  to  the  course  in 
which  they  were  before  the  offer  of  "  compromise  "  was  made  ; 
that  is  to  settlement  by  the  Commission. 
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The  Undersigned  begs  leave  (he  trusts  without  offence)  dis- 
tinctly and  finally  to  decline  entering  with  Mr.  King  into  an 
examination  here  of  the  merits  of  the  questions  which  the  Com- 
missioners are  appointed  to  decide  ;  the  very  object  of  the 
appointment  of  such  a  Commission  by  Treaty  being  to  exonerate 
two  Governments  from  the  necessity  of  a  direct  diplomatic 
discussion  thereupon. 

"George  Canning." 

Mr.  King  on  January  30,  1826,  answers  that  he  has  re- 
ceived Mr.  Canning's  note,  stating  that  there  is  an  end  to  the 
question  of  "  compromise,"  and  that  things  must  revert  to 
the  course  in  which  they  were  before  the  offer  of  compromise, 
— that  is,  to  a  settlement  by  the  Commissioners.     He  says : 

Mr.  Canning  states  that  he  declines  entering  with  the  Envoy  of 
the  United  States  into  an  examination  here  of  the  merits  of  the 
question  which  the  Commissioners  are  appointed  to  decide.  The 
Envoy  of  the  United  States  respectfully  protests  against  the  sug- 
gestion of  a  desire  manifested  on  his  part  to  propose  or  invite  such 
examination.  It  is  correct  that  the  proposed  compromise  was 
made  by  the  Envoy  of  the  United  States  in  the  belief  that  the 
same  would  be  mutually  agreeable  to  both  parties ;  without  such 
belief  the  offer  would  not  have  been  made. 

In  these  circumstances  the  Envoy  of  the  United  States,  being 
called  upon  by  Mr.  Canning,  to  name  the  sum  for  which  the  Envoy 
of  the  United  States  felt  himself  authorized  to  make  such  com- 
promise, not  only  named  the  same  ;  but  upon  the  ground  of  Mr. 
Canning's  objection  to  the  sum  he  had  named,  without  naming 
another  sum  himself,  and  without  the  expression  of  a  wish  on  the 
part  of  the  Envoy  of  the  United  States  to  enter  diplomatically 
into  the  re-examination  of  the  question  referred  to  the  Commis- 
sioners, he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  vindicate  the  opinion  which 
he  had  given  respecting  the  proposed  compromise.  If  such  vindi- 
cation puts  an  end  to  the  question  of  compromise,  so  that  things 
necessarily  revert  to  the  course  in  which  they  were  before  such 
compromise  was  made,  though  it  is  contrary  to  the  expectation,  and 
will  be  regretted  by  the  Envoy  of  the  United  States,  nothing  will 
remain    for   him    but    earnestly  to    repeat    to   Mr.   Canning,  the 
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request   of  his  last  communication  to  him,  that  the  instructions 
therein  mentioned  may  be  explicitly  and  speedily  acted  upon." 

Mr.  King  writes  to  Mr,  Clay,  Secretary  of  State  (No.  21), 
February  5,  1826 : 

Sir  : 

I  had  reason  to  expect  that  Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr.  Addington 
would  have  conducted  the  question  of  compromise,  as  they  were 
named  to  me  for  that  purpose,  and  to  be  employed  in  the  negotia- 
tion which  Mr.  Rush  last  year  had  charge  of.  In  this  I  have 
been  disappointed  ;  Mr.  Canning  retaining  the  subject  of  the 
Umpirage  of  Russia  in  his  own  hands.  With  the  progress  of  this 
negotiation  you  have  been  from  time  to  time  fully  advised.  Its 
present  condition,  as  I  have  before  apprized  you,  does  not  seem 
to  promise  a  satisfactory  result.  Whatever  relates  to  matters 
referred  to  Russia  has  gone  contrary  to  the  expectation  of  Great 
Britain  and  has  wounded  the  reputation  and  pride  of  her  in- 
fluence ;  when  the  construction  that  may  be  given  to  the  Conven- 
tion is  considered,  it  must  be  evident  that  Great  Britain  has  the 
power  of  embarrassing  the  progressive  and  final  execution  in  a 
degree  that  will  much  impair,  if  it  shall  not  destroy  its  beneficial 
influence  in  favor  of  the  United  States  :  when  temper  especially 
under  disappointment  guides  a  negotiation,  it  is  always  in  the 
power  of  the  negotiators  to  impair  or  frustrate  what  may  be 
thought  to  be  its  reasonable  conclusion.  I  am  afraid  that  our 
disappointments  may  not  end  here.  ...  A  spirit  of  in- 
toxicating satisfaction  and  self  gratification  on  the  subject  of  the 
late  commercial  Laws  relative  to  what  is  here  called,  and  believed 
to  be,  a  System  of  Free  Trade,  has  so  spread  itself  through  the  coun- 
try, that  the  proposal  of  any  material  alteration  thereof  in  the 
present  temper  will  be  heard  unwillingly  and  with  no  small 
distrust.     .     .     . 

RuFUS  King. 

Mr,  Canning,  February  7,  1826,  answers  (No.  22)  that  as 
Mr,  King  disclainis  all  intention  of  provoking  a  discussion 
of  the  merits  of  a  question  reserved  by  the  treaty  for  the 
consideration  of  the  Connmissioners,  he  has  no  difficulty  in 
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entering  into  a  more  particular  explanation  of  the  grounds 
on  which  the  rejection  of  the  terms  of  compromise  was 
founded.  He  says  that  the  sums  set  forth  in  the  list  fur- 
nished by  the  American  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Commis- 
sioners may  and  probably  will  be  diminished  by  the  rejection 
of  some. 

"  His  Majesty's  Government  have  the  best  reason  for  believing 
that  this  will  take  place  to  a  very  great  extent.  Now  it  is  evident 
that  the  difference  between  the  two  sums  computed  will  be  so 
wide  as  to  leave  scarcely  a  probability  of  arriving  at  an  accom- 
modation ;  that  considering  that  farther  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject would  be  absolutely  nugatory  and  a  mere  waste  of  time,  he 
had  signified  to  Mr.  King  the  definitive  intentions  of  his  Majesty's 
Government. 

"  That  the  matter  of  allowance  or  non-allowance  of  interest  on 
the  arrears  of  the  "'just  indemnification^''  is  an  entirely  separate 
matter  from  the  "  indemnification  "  itself,  not  referred  to  the 
Arbiter,  and  within  the  competence  of  the  two  Governments  alone 
to  decide  ;  that  the  Commissioner  at  Washington,  Mr.  Vaughan, 
will  be  instructed,  that  the  demand  for  interest,  not  being  sanc- 
tioned by  anything  in  the  Convention,  cannot  be  admitted." 

In  communicating  to  Mr.  Clay,  Secretary  of  State  (No  23), 
the  last  note  of  Mr.  Canning,  February  7,  1826,  stating  the 
instructions  sent  to  Mr.  Vaughan,  Mr.  King  writes,  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1826,  as  follows: 

Sir  : 

From  my  last  despatch,  you  will  not  be  disappointed  in  the 
communication  which  it  has  become  my  duty  now  to  make. 
From  the  beginning  of  my  correspondence  with  the  Office  of 
Foreign  Affairs  on  the  matter  of  the  Russian  Convention,  it  has 
been  my  fruitless  endeavor  to  ascertain  whether  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain  desired  that  of  the  United  States  to  make 
a  compromise  respecting  the  indemnity  awarded  by  the  Emperor 
of  Russia.  On  this  point,  as  well  as  every  other  of  importance 
connected  with  it,  Mr.  Canning  has  observed  the  greatest  reserve, 
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confining  himself  to  the  asking  of  questions  which  he  might 
approve,  or  not,  as  he  should  deem  expedient.  This  manner  of 
proceeding  was  calculated  to  inspire  caution,  and  accordingly 
had  its  influence  upon  our  side  of  the  discussion.  When  it  after- 
wards appeared  that  Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr.  Addington  were 
not  to  be  employed  in  settling  the  compromise,  and  the  latter 
merely  to  deliver  a  message  from  Mr.  Canning,  demanding  that 
I  would  name  the  sum  for  which  1  should  feel  myself  authorized 
to  enter  into  a  compromise  ;  it  was  determined  on  my  part,  con- 
sidering the  cautious  manner  in  which  the  discussion  re- 
specting the  compromise  was  carried  on  by  Mr.  Canning,  to 
reserve  to  myself  sufficient  room  and  to  name  a  sum,  which  I 
might  diminish  should  the  progress  of  the  negotiation  render  it 
expedient. 

Mr.  Canning  somewhat  abruptly  considered  the  sum  named  by 
me  as  wholly  inadmissible,  without  intimating  any  modification 
of  the  same,  or  proposing  another  and  smaller  sum,  which  might 
be  acceptable  to  Great  Britain.  After  exchanging  some  further 
notes  expressed  in  terms  little  conciliatory  and  in  a  tone  not 
wholly  consistent  with  the  equality  of  the  Parties,  the  corre- 
spondence was  concluded  by  the  note  of  Mr.  Canning  of  the  7th 
instant  putting  an  end  to  all  further  negotiation  here,  and  trans- 
fers the  whole  subject  to  Washington.  The  termination  of  the 
negotiation  here  must  have  been  meditated,  with  how  much 
candor  need  not  be  said,  from  the  beginning  ;  and  on  the  ground 
and  construction  now  assumed,  it  is  at  Washington  alone  that 
this  question  can  be  decided.  If  a  less  sum,  one  as  low  as 
or  beneath  the  minimum  of  my  instructions  had  been  named  by 
me,  it  would  have  met  the  same  fate,  and  the  negotiation  have 
terminated  as  it  has  done. 

On  a  review  of  the  correspondence  on  this  subject,  it  will 
appear  from  the  very  commencement  of  the  negotiation,  and 
from  the  manner  in  which  the  same  was  throughout  conducted, 
that  the  proposal  for  compromise  was  at  no  time  favorably 
received  or  even  desired  by  the  British  Government  ;  and  it  now 
as  clearly  appears  from  the  conclusion  of  the  discussion,  and  by 
the  instruction  sent  to  Mr.  Vaughan,  that  it  never  has  been  the 
intention  of  the  British  Government  to  compromise  a  question 
of  the  just  indemnity  awarded  by  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  but  on 
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the  contrary  to  maintain  in  the  fullest  extent  the  construction 
and  course  adopted  by  their  Commissioner  in  denial  of  the  same. 

Your  obedt.  Servt. 

RuFUS  King. 


R.  King  to  H.  Clay,  Secretary  of  State  (No  24). 

London,  March  3,  1826. 
Sir  : 

[After  recapitulating  the  statements  in  the  letter  of  the 
13th  of  February  relative  to  the  removal  of  the  negotiation 
under  the  Convention  to  Washington,  Mr.  King  says]  : 

this  left  the  Envoy  to  infer  that  confidence  in  him  no  longer 
existed.  This  proceeding  would  have  justified  the  complaint 
of  the  Envoy  as  unusual  ;  and  such  further  observations,  as  the 
answer  called  for  ;  but  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  suppress  these 
sentiments,  and  to  leave  the  subject  where  it  is  now  placed.  No 
notice  therefore  has  been  taken  of  the  transfer  of  the  negotiation, 
tho'  it  implies  a  defect  of  confidence  in  the  Envoy  which  he  feels 
to  be  wholly  unmerited. 

In  regard  to  other  matters,  to  which  his  powers  extend,  he 
does  not  move  in  them  owing  to  the  employment  of  Ministers 
in  the  arduous  affairs  of  the  nation.*     .     .     . 

RuFUS  King. 


R.  King  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  (No.  25). 

London,  20th  March,  1826. 
Sir  : 

The  condition  of  my  health  requires  that  I  resign  the  Mission 
to  this  Country,  and  that  I  express  the  earnest  hope  that  I  may  be 
enabled  to  do  so  in  time  to  return  home  in  the  month  of  June. 
If  your  orders  arrive  in  season,  they  will  relieve  me  from  all  anx- 
iety on  this  point,  as  I  cannot  delay  my  departure  beyond  the 
period  named  ;  your  consent  will  impose  upon  me  new  and  deeper 
obligations  than  those  already  conferred. 

*  Among  other  such  things  specified  in  the  letter  are  "the  West  India 
negotiations"  and  the  "embarrassments  of  commerce  and  of  the  money  con- 
cerns of  the  countiy,"  which  were  in  a  desperate  condition. 
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The  Secretary  of  Legation  will  remain  charged  with  the  affairs 
of  the  Mission  after  my  departure. 

Very  respectfully,  I  remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedt.  and  faithful  Servt. 

RuFUS  King. 


R.  King  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  (No.   26). 

London,  March  29,  1826. 
Sir  : 

The  uncertain  state  of  my  health  joined  to  the  abrupt  termina- 
tion of  duties  confided  to  me,  which  my  correspondence  with  the 
department  of  State  will  have  explained,  required  that  I  should 
resign  the  Mission  to  this  country.  The  transfer  to  Washington 
of  matters  entrusted  to  me  at  this  Port,  is  an  indignity  to  my  feel- 
ings, and  evinces  a  defect  of  confidence  in  me  as  the  Representa- 
tive of  the  United  States,  which  I  feel  cannot  but  impair  my 
influence  in  the  future  discharge  of  that  trust.  A  treatment  so 
wholly  undeserved,  I  am  not  willing  to  endure.  Confiding  in 
your  experience  and  addressing  myself  to  your  correct  and  hon- 
orable sentiments,  I  cannot  doubt  your  approbation  of  my  conduct 
on  this  occasion. 

Very  respectfully  I  remain.  Sir, 

Your  obedt.  &  faithful  Servt. 

RuFUs  King. 

Mr.  King  having,  on  June  16,  1826,  written  to  Mr.  Can- 
ning (No.  29),  to  say  that  in  consequence  of  there  being  a 
possibility  that  the  King  will  not  hold  a  Court  before  his 
sailing,  at  which  he  may  manifest  his  consideration  and  re- 
spect to  the  King,  as  enjoined  by  his  Government,  he  hopes 
some  means  may  be  found  by  which  he  may  be  able  to  em- 
bark without  failure  of  duty  and  without  impropriety,  Mr. 
Canning  answered  on  the  21st : 

"  That  he  has  received  His  Majesty's  commands  to  inform  Mr. 
King  that  his  Majesty  will  graciously  dispense  with  the  ceremony 
usual  on  such  occasions  and  will  receive  through  the  hands  of 
the  undersigned  Mr.  King's  letters  of  recall.     The  undersigned  is 
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commanded  by  his  Majesty  to  assure  Mr.  King  that  it  is  a  matter 
of  great  regret  to  his  Majesty  that  the  state  of  Mr.  King's  health 
is  such  as  to  necessitate  his  departure  from  this  country." 

Mr.  King  closes  the  correspondence,  June  23,  1826,  by 
acknowledging  the  receipt  of  Mr.  Canning's  note  of  the 
2ist : 

"  While  he  is  gratified  that  the  King  has  dispensed  with  the 
ceremony  of  his  taking  leave,  for  which  he  begs,  through  Mr. 
Canning,  to  tender  his  grateful  acknowledgment  to  the  King,  he 
cannot  be  insensible  of  the  proceedings  of  Mr.  Canning  himself, 
upon  an  occasion  which  has  contributed  so  much  to  produce  the 
desired  arrangement." 

On  June  29th,  Mr.  King  acknowledges  the  receipt  of  Mr. 
Clay's  despatch  of  May  2,  1826,  with  letters  of  recall,  and 
says 

"The  readiness  with  which  the  President  has  been  pleased  on 
account  of  my  health  to  consent  to,  and  to  communicate  his 
acceptance  of  my  resignation  of  the  Mission  has  added  to  the 
obligations,  which  he  had  already  imposed  on  me.  Sensible  as 
I  am  of  his  goodness,  I  am  not  unmindful.  Sir,  of  your  kind 
offices." 

Mr.  John  A.  King  writes,  September  29th,  to  his  father 
in  New  York: 

"  The  British  Government  has  made  an  offer  of  a  sum,  nearly 
equal  in  amount,  to  the  Minimum  prescribed  in  your  instructions 
($1,416,000)  as  a  compromise  of  the  indemnity  due  for  slaves,  &c, 
taken  away  in  violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent.  This  proposal 
has  been  referred  to  our  Government.  Considering  that  the 
offer  comes  from  them,  upon  our  declining  to  renew  it,  its  near 
approach  to  the  sum  authorized  in  your  instructions  to  be  ac- 
cepted, coupled  with  the  idea,  that  in  making  the  Ghent  Treaty, 
the  British  Commissioners  were  overmatched  ;  and  thence,  the 
unwillingness  of  the  Ministry  to  ask  under  this  impression  for  a 
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further  appropriation   of  money,   will,    as   our    Government   are 
informed  upon  all  these  points,  be  likely  to  receive  its  sanction." 

Mr.  J.  Q.  Adam.s,  in  his  Memoirs,  vii.,  213,  say.s,  Dec.    16, 
1826: 

"John  A.  King,  Secretary  of  the  Legation  to  Great  Britain, 
arrived  bringing  with  him  a  Convention  concluded  on  the  15th 
of  last  month  by  Mr.  Gallatin  with  the  British  Plenipotentiaries 
Huskisson  and  Addington,  by  which,  if  it  please  God,  the  long 
controversy  respecting  Slaves  carried  away  from  this  country  in 
violation  of  the  first  stipulation  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent  will  be 
closed  by  a  payment  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  of  a  sum  a  little 
exceeding  twelve  hundred  thousand  dollars  to  be  distributed  by 
the  American  Government  among  the  claimants.  I  receive  this 
intelligence  with  the  most  fervent  gratitude  and  joy." 
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Chas.  W.  Dayton  to  J.  A.  King,  London. 

Paris,  Jany,  1826. 
Respected  Sir  : 

.  .  .  I  transmit  to  you  the  letter  entrusted  to  me.  Genl. 
Lafayette  desires  to  be  respectfully  and  affectionately  remembered 
to  your  family.  I  visited  La  Grange  the  first  part  of  this  week, 
and  it  really  appears  more  like  an  assembly  of  celestial  beings 
than  any  thing  else  I  can  compare  it  to,  for  I  never ^  never,  saw  any- 
thing like  it  before.  I  took  a  Scotchman  with  me  with  all  his 
prejudices,  and  when  he  came  back  "  well,"  said  he,  "  I  am  a  min- 
isterial man  yet,  but  until  the  day  of  my  death  I  shall  love  that 
man  " 

Yr.  humble  Servt. 

Chas.  W.  Dayton. 
665 
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William  Lee  to  R.  King. 

Washington,  March  19th,  1826. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

.  .  .  Of  the  state  of  things  here  you  are  no  doubt  well  in- 
formed— The  opposition  formed  in  the  Senate  will  turn  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Executive,  but  I  am  sorry  to  say  it  has  lessened 
both  the  dignity  &  consideration  of  that  body  with  all  judicious 
thinking  men.  The  Message  addressed  by  the  President  to  the 
House  on  the  Panama  question  has  had  a  wonderful  effect.  On 
the  motion  to  publish  10,000  copies  of  it,  only  37  were  found 
opposed  to  it.     In  that  body  Mr.  Adams  has  an  overwhelming 

majority. 

With  the  highest  veneration 

devotedly  yours 

Wm.  Lee. 


R.  King  to  C.  Gore. 

London,  Mar.  26,  1826. 
I  have  resigned  the  Mission  to  this  country,  &  expect  to  be 
able  to  return  home  in  the  month  of  June.  My  health,  and  other 
facts  have  required,  that  I  should  do  so — having  announced,  the 
measure  to  the  Govt.  I  cannot  conceal  it  from  you — of  course  I 
do  not  make  it  a  matter  of  eclat.     .     .     . 

your  ob.  &  faithful  Sev. 

R.  K. 


C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Boston,  April  i,  1826. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

.  .  .  Great  Complaints  are  made  in  every  part  of  the  Coun- 
try of  the  want  of  Cash  &  low  Price  of  Produce  ;  however,  there 
have  been  no  Failures  in  Boston,  and  I  believe  very  few  in  N. 
York  &  Philadelphia.  On  the  whole  the  Distresses  are  by  no 
means  to  be  compared  to  what  appears  to  have  been  suffered  in 
England.  In  this  State  our  Politics  are  quiet.  Govr,  Lincoln 
appears  to  have  lost  Ground  in  the  minds  of  all  Parties,  although 
he  will  probably  be  reelected.     The  Administration  of  the  Govt. 
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of  the  U.  S.  appears  to  have  increased  much  in  Popularity  & 
especially  among  the  old  Federalists  in  Massachusetts.  Mr. 
Adams  has  unquestionably  risen  in  the  Estimation  of  all  good 
men  here.  The  opposition  in  Congress,  and,  especially,  that  in 
the  Senate,  it  is  generally  believed,  has  disgraced  the  Minority  & 
will  redound  to  the  advantage  of  the  Government.  According  to 
Charles'  Paper,  Governor  Clinton  &  your  former  Colleague  V. 
Buren  are  forming  a  Coalition  ;  at  least  such  a  Connection  is 
sought  by  V.  B.     .     .     . 

Your  ever  faithful  &  affectionate  Friend 

C.  Gore. 


C.  Gore  to  R,  King. 

Waltham,  April  13,  1826. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

.     .     The    disappointed    men    of  Congress   show    their  ill 

Temper  &  their  brutal  Disposition  in  a  most  disgraceful  Manner. 

The  Vice  President  neither  accords  to  the  Dignity  of  his  Station, 

nor  the  Expectations  of  the  People,  and  all  the  World,  in   this 

northern  Hemisphere  consider  Mr.  R.  as  fit  only  for  Bedlam.      I 

think,  however,  that  their  Conduct  will  redound  to  the  Benefit  of 

the  President  and  his  administration. 

Your  faithful  Friend 

C.  Gore. 


C.  King  to  J.  A.  King,  London. 

New  York,  24  April,  1826. 
Dear  Sir  : 

,  .  .  Mr.  Randolph,  who  is  disgracing  the  Senate  and  in- 
sulting its  members  by  his  intemperate  harangues,  has  actually 
taken  his  passage  in  the  York  to  sail  for  Liverpool  on  the  8th 
proxo. — I  do  not  envy  you  his  company.  His  duel  with  Clay  was 
as  crazy  as  every  other  of  his  acts.  He  said  on  the  ground, 
whither  he  went  in  his  white  flannel  morning  gown,  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  fire  at  Mr.  Clay.  In  a  letter  written  on  the  prece- 
ding morning  to  Capt.  Delort  of  the  packet  York  (with  whom  he 
has  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  whom  he  fancies  very  much)  he  tells 
him,  "  I  have  an  affair  on  hand,  and  if  I  can  make  my  arrange- 
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ments  to  hit,  I  will  embark,  ^c"  He  is  going  on  in  the  Senate 
most  abusively  ;  but  says  nothing  more  disrespectful  of  Clay. 
He  spoke  6  hours  last  Wednesday  and  drank  four  bottles  of  i)or- 
ter  during  the  speech,  during  which  he  called  Holmes  of  Maine  a 
fool,  a  knave  and  a  liar,  in  plain  words  treated  Mr.  Newton  of 
the  House,  tho'  a  Virginian,  as  a  dunce,  a  mackana,  an  earwig  ; 
spoke  of  Mr.  Giles  and  Mr.  Adams  as  scoundrels,  and  of  Mr. 
Giles  in  particular  as  a  pimp,  a  frauder,  .etc.  He  abused  Southard, 
Rush,  Commodore  Barron,  Dr.  Rush,  John  Williams,  his  brother 
Lewis  and  many  more,  and  all  the  Northern  States  ;  and  no  one 
interferes  to  call  him  to  order.  He  is  undoubtedly  benefitting  the 
Administration  by  his  opposition. 

In  a  confidential  letter  from  Mr.  Clay  some  days  ago,  he  hinted 
to  me  that  my  father  was  dissatisfied  with  the  Brit.  Govt,  on  the 
score  of  the  slave  Treaty  ;  and  that  it  was  mooted  in  the  Cabinet 
at  Washington,  whether  or  not  a  special  Minister  qtwad  hoc  should 
not  be  adjoined  to  him.  I  hope  this  may  not  be,  for  it  would  be 
almost  tantamount  to  an  admission  of  the  charge,  which  has  been 
so  studiously  propagated  against  him,  of  hostility,  or  at  least  in- 
difference to  Southern  interests '".     .     .     . 

Yrs. 
C.  K. 

The  President  sent  to  Mr.  King  the  following  letter  : 

Washington,  i  May,  1826. 
Dear  Sir  : 

In  accepting  the  tender  of  your  resignation,  presented  in  your 
letter  of  20  March,  received  in  duplicate  this  day,  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  expressing  to  you  my  regret  at  the  loss  to  the  public 
interest  which  must  be  sustained  by  this  event,  and  my  great  con- 
cern at  the  infirm  condition  of  your  health,  which  has  induced 
your  determination.  I  earnestly  hope  that  you  will  find  the 
restoration  of  your  health  in  your  contemplated  return  to  our 
Country. 

I  remain  with  the  highest  respect. 

Dear  Sir,  your  friend  and  servant 
John  Quincv  Adams. 

*  The  correspondence  shows  how  untrue  the  charge  was. 
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No.  10.  Departmkm  of  State. 
Washington,  2c1  May,  1826. 
RuFUS    King,   Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister    Plenipotentiary,    U.     S., 
London. 

"Sir: 

"  Your  dispatch  No.  25,  with  the  accompanying  letter  addressed 
to  the  President,  has  been  received  and  both  have  been  presented 
to  him.  Whilst  he  sincerely  regrets  that  the  ill  state  of  your  health 
should  have  determined  you  to  resign  the  mission  to  England,  he 
accedes  to  your  request  of  permission  to  return,  and  consents  that 
it  should  be  in  the  month  of  June,  desiring  that  you  should  con- 
sult your  own  comfort  and  convenience.  I  am  directed  by  him 
to  express  his  satisfaction  with  your  ministry.  He  approves  of 
your  leaving  the  mission  in  the  charge  of  Mr.  John  A.  King." 

The  letter  closes  with  stating  that  a  letter  of  credence  to 
the  King  accompanies  this,  to  assure  him  of  the  *' earnest 
desire  of  the  President  that  no  interruption  in  the  amicable 
relations  between  the  two  countries  should  take  place  in 
consequence  of  your  retirement,"  and  to  assure  him  that  no 
time  will  be  lost  in  appointing  Mr.  King's  successor. 

"Signed,  H.  Clay." 


R.  Troup  to  R.  King. 

New  York  6  May,  1826 
Mv  DEAR  Sir  : 

The  last  evening's  papers  have  announced  the  very  disagreeable 
fact  that  the  ill  state  of  your  health  obliges  you  to  relinquish  your 
mission,  and  to  return  home  ;  a  fact  which  has  filled  me  with  the 
deepest  sorrow  !  When  you  left  us  your  appearance  did  not  indi- 
cate bad  health  ;  and  I  attribute  the  change  to  the  effect  of  your 
voyage  to  England. 

We  have  nothing  new  here  except  an  attempt  we  are  making  to 
raise  money  to  purchase  the  tickets  of  Mr,  Jefferson's  lottery  to 
the  end  that  the  tickets  may  be  destroyed  on  the  4  July. 

Party  spirit  has  grown  very  evident,  and  has,  in  a  considerable 
degree,  embodied  itself  against  Mr.  Adams,  and  his  administration. 

Mr.  Clinton  has  failed  in  his  endeavours  to  obtain  the  good  will. 
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and  support  of  the  Bucktail  party,  and  he  will  be  hard  run  at  the 
ensuing  Governor's  election  in  November.  I  am  inclined  how- 
ever to  think  that  he  will  be  the  successful  candidate. 

It  is  supposed  that  Mr.  Sandford  will  be  run  against  him.  We 
have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Clinton  has  his  eye  steadily  fixed  on  the 
next  presidential  election.  At  present  our  State  may  be  said  to 
be  quite  undecided  as  to  the  candidate  to  be  supported  at  the 
next  election  for  President.  I  rather  suspect,  if  Mr.  Adams  does 
not  depart  from  his  present  course  of  policy,  that  he  will  have  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  the  state.     .     .     . 

With  the  most  affectionate  regard 

Sincerely  Yours 
R.  Troup. 


C.  King  to  J.  A.  King,  London. 

New  York,  7th  May,  1826. 
Dr.  John  : 

Immediately  on  receiving  last  week  your  letter,  and  those  of 
my  father  announcing  his  resignation  of  the  Mission,  I  wrote  to 
Mr.  Adams  confidentially  desiring  to  know  who  would  probably 
succeed  to  the  Mission,  and  whether  it  would  be  optional 
with  you  to  retain  the  station  of  Secretary,  if,  which  I  did  not 
think  probable,  you  desired.  I  at  the  same  time  expressed  my 
apprehension  that  this  resignation,  which  ill-health  had  forced  on 
my  father,  would  be  seized  upon  by  the  opposition,  and  turned  to 
the  disadvantage  of  him  and  the  administration.  This  morning 
I  received  Mr.  Adams'  answer  which  is  copied  below. 

"  (Private  and  Confidential.) 

"  Washingto.v,  3d  May,  1826. 
"Charles  King,  Esq.,  New  York. 

"Dear  Sir  : 

"  I  received  with  great  concern  your  father's  letter  tendering 
his  resignation  and  advising  me  of  his  earnest  desire  to  embark  for 
this  country  in  June.  I  answered  it  immediately  accepting  with 
great  regret  his  resignation.  The  Mission,  to  succeed  him,  has 
been  offered  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  whose  answer  I  am  expecting.  Your 
brother's  commission  of  Secretary  of  Legation  will   continue  un- 
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less  Otherwise  desired  by  himself  *  ;  information  to  that  effect  will 
be  given  him  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  I  deeply  lament  the  loss 
of  your  father's  services  to  the  public,  but  believe  the  nation  has 
too  strong  a  sense  of  justice  to  consider  the  misfortune  of  his 
illness  as  matter  of  censure  either  upon  him  or  upon  the  adminis- 
tration. I  fervently  pray  that  his  health  may  yet  be  wholly  re- 
stored and 

"  remain  ever  Truly  Yours, 

"J.  Q.  Adams." 

Mr.  King  remarks  in  his  letter  "  that  there  is,  I  suppose, 
not  much  reason  to  doubt  that  Mr.  Gallatin  will  accept  the 
mission." 

R.  King  to  J.  Brown,  Paris. 

(  Confiden  tia  I. ) 

London,  May  21,  1826. 
Dear  Sir  : 

.     .     Parliament    will    be    dissolved   about  the  26th.     The 

King,  in   the  opinion   of  his   Physician,  has  not  enjoyed  better 

health  for  many  years,  so  that  on  this  subject.  Parliament  will 

proceed  to  the   elections  with   great   confidence.     .     .     .     Very 

liberal  contributions  have  been  and  continue  to  be  made,  for  the 

*  He  resigned  his  position,  subject  to  the  President's  decision,  in  a  letter  to 
the  Secretary  of  State  of  August  12,  1826. 

On  September  28,  1826,  Mr.  Clay,  Secretary  of  State,  in  acknowledging 
the  receipt  of  his  letter,  says  "  that  the  President  was  induced,  by  representation 
from  your  brother  Mr.  Charles  King,  to  expect  that  you  would  be  disinclined  to 
remain  in  your  present  situation  after  the  return  of  your  father  to  the  United 
States,"  and  to  appoint  Mr.  W.  B.  Lawrence  to  the  situation,  subject  to  Mr. 
J.  A.  King's  decision. 

"  From  what  has  passed,  therefore,  on  the  occasion,  I  feel  myself  authorized 
to  accept  your  resignation.  ...  I  am  sure  that  I  convey  the  sentiments  of 
the  President  [he  was  absent  from  Washington],  on  this  termination  of  your 
public  service  in  England,  in  saying  that  he  has  been  perfectly  satisfied  with  the 
manner  in  which  you  have  discharged  your  official  duties,  and  that  he  would 
have  been  pleased  if  it  had  been  your  interest  and  inclination  to  retain  your 
appointment.  I  add  with  my  own  testimony  to  the  diligence  and  ability  with 
which  you  have  executed  your  public  duties, 

"  I  am  respectfully, 

"  Your  obedient  Servant 

"  H.  Clay." 
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succour  of  the  distressed  manufacturers,  wlio  are  put  down  by  the 
sword,  without  hesitation,  when  their  insubordination  calls  for  it. 
How  the  actual  difficuUies  [financial]  of  the  country  will  termi- 
nate may  appear  hard  to  decide  ;  but  with  the  power  and  duc- 
tility of  the  Constitution,  and  its  ca];acity  to  expand  or  contract 
so  as  to  meet  the  exigencies  Avhich  the  change  of  its  affairs 
requires,  we  have  seen  so  many  instances,  that  her  public  men 
naturally  possess  a  confidence  which  assists  them  and  the  Con- 
stitution to  extricate  themselves  in  circumstances,  which,  without 
experience,  alarm  and  appear  to  be  desperate.  Yet  no  one  is  able 
beforehand  to  predict  the  means  of  recovery,  while  all  appear 
confident  that  the  actual  and  extreme  embarrassments  will  be 
overcome  ;  and  that  the  Constitution  and  Country  will  be  able  to 
sustain  the  present  shock  ;  which  is  admitted  to  be  greater  and 
more  difficult  to  measure  than  upon  any  former  occasion.  .  .  . 
Upon  the  subject  of  a  Toulon  Fleet,  to  which  you  refer,  let  it 
sail  when  it  will,  or  go  where  it  may,  a  British  Fleet  will  neither 
be  wanting,  nor  tardy  in  watching  its  movements. 

Your  obedt.  and  faithful  Servt. 

RuFus  King. 


Earl  of  Essex  to  R.  King. 

Cassiowary  Park,  June  29,  1826. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

Accept  my  most  grateful  thanks  for  your  very  kind  expression 
towards  myself ;  indeed  I  do  most  sincerely  lament  the  cause  that 
so  soon  hastens  you  back  to  the  United  States.  It  would  have  been 
most  gratifying  to  me,  had  you  remained  in  this  country  to  have 
seen  you  frequently  here  :  as  it  is  decreed  otherwise,  I  have  only  to 
offer  up  my  most  earnest  prayers  and  wishes  for  your  health  being 
completely  restored,  and  at  the  same  time  to  assure  you,  that  at 
any  time,  should  any  of  your  friends  visit  this  country,  I  will  be 
most  happy  to  show  them  every  attention  ;  for  I  am  convinced 
that  as  a  habit  we  ought  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  cement  by  every 
possible  means  that  natural  friendship  and  affection,  which  it  is 
the  interest  of  both  countries  to  preserve  uninterrupted. 

If  your  son  remains  here,  pray  assure  him  how  happy  it  will 
make  us  to  see  him  and  Mrs.  King  also. 
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Once  more,  my  dear  Sir,  receive  the  sincerest  assurances  of  the 
friendship  of  your  very  faithful  Servt.  Essex. 

In  anticipation  of  Mr.  King's  return  home,  he  had  requested 
his  youngest  son.  Dr.  Frederick  G.  King,  to  come  out  to 
England  to  be  with  him  during  the  voyage,  both  to  look 
after  him  and  his  son  John's  wife  and  children,  who  were  to 
return  with  him,  the  latter  remaining  in  London  as  Charge 
d'affaires,  and  as  a  physician  to  minister  to  him  such  help  as 
his  weak  condition  might  require,  should  seasickness  or  his 
disease  affect  him.  Dr.  King  had  recently  been  married  to 
a  daughter  of  Dr.  Wright  Post,  and  was  associated  with  him 
in  practice.  He  arrived,  bringing  his  wife  with  him,  in  time 
to  see  and  become  acquainted  with  many  of  the  leading 
medical  men  in  London." 

*  Among  them  were  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  Sir  Henrj'  Halford,  Physician  to  the 
King,  Travers,  Lawrence,  Tyrrel,  Sir  A.  Faulkner,  and  Abernethy.  Of  the 
latter  he  says:  "Abernethy  calling  by  request  on  R.  K.,  commenced  by 
stating  that  he  was  no  physician,  and  perhaps  his  opinion  was  not  worth  con- 
sulting, &  he  would  simply  lay  down  a  few  simple  rules  for  his  observance,  as 
respected  diet,  exercise  and  attention  to  a  daily  evacuation  of  the  bowels,  &c. ; 
and  without  putting  any  questions,  and  almost  refusing  to  be  informed  of  the 
patient's  case,  said  he  must  read  the  directions  for  pi-eserving  health  as  laid  down 
in  his  Book,  p.  72  ;  and  again  repeating  that  he  was  no  physician,  yet  pre- 
scribing a  dose  to  be  taken  daily  until  he  saw  him  again,  took  his  leave.  A 
few  days  after  he  called  again,  enquired  how  R.  K.  was  and  had  been,  and  if 
the  medicine  prescribed  had  done  its  duty.  He  then  began  to  interrogate  R.  K. 
on  his  case — felt  his  pulse,  examined  his  tongue  and  said  :  Sir,  you  wished  to 
state  your  case  to  me  on  my  first  visit,  perhaps  you  may  wish  to  do  so  now,  for 
I  have  time  and  leisure,  and  should  be  glad  to  hear  your  statement,  which  was 
immediately  and  concisely  given.  He  was  attentive,  said  he  believed  he  un- 
derstood the  case  ;  that  in  his  opinion  the  digestive  functions  had  for  some  time 
been  imperfect  and  that  acidity  of  the  stomach  was  the  cause  of  the  attack  of 
gout,  and  would  perhaps  be  the  best  thing  that  could  now  happen  to  him  ;  yet 
that  much  was  to  be  done  by  a  strict  attention  to  the  advice  laid  down  in  his 
book,  to  which  he  could  add  little  or  nothing.  Common  Seftse  was  all  he 
asked  for  in  a  patient ;  and  then  enquired  if  R.  K.  knew  how  Common  Sense 
could  be  deiined  ?  He  was  answered  that  it  was  termed  common  because  com- 
mon to  more  than  one.  Abernethy  then  entered  into  a  short  digression  upon  this 
important  quality.  .  .  .  To  eat  and  drink  what  agreed  witli  us,  when  the 
stomach  was  out  of  order  to  suit  the  quantity  to  its  powers  of  digestion.  From 
this  he  proceeded  to  laugh  and  joke  a  little,  telling  some  droll  stories  about  him- 
self.    When  asked  if  mental  occupation  in  the  way  of  business  would  be  of 
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The  arrangements  liaving  been  made  for  his  sailing,  Mr. 
King  embarked  for  home  on  the  3d  of  July,  and  after  a  long 
but  quiet  voyage  of  thirty-eight  days  arrived  in  New  York, 
better  in  health  than  when  he  had  started.  But  he  had 
been  so  seriously  indisposed  during  the  first  week  on  the 
vessel  that  when  he  began  to  mend  and  felt  better  his  son 
told  him  that  he  had  feared  he  would  not  be  able  to  survive 
the  voyage.  Arriving  in  New  York,  he  remained  there 
a  short  time,  and  then  removed  to  Jamaica,  living  alone  with 
two  trusted  servants,  visited  from  time  to  time  by  his  sons, 
who  were  immersed  in  business  in  New  York. 

C.  Gore  to  R.  King. 

Waltham,  Sep.  II,  1S26. 
My  dear  Friend  : 

I  sincerely  rejoice,  that  you  are  again  in  the  Bosom  of  your 
Family,  with  all  the  Comforts,  that  the  Affections,  Intelligence, 
and  Solicitude  of  kind  Children  can  afford.  Although  your  health 
be  enfeebled,  according  to  the  Law  of  our  Nature,  you  cannot 
fail  to  enjoy,  in  a  more  eminent  Degree,  than  falls  to  the  lot  of 
many,  the  conscious  Satisfaction  of  having  passed  a  long  life,  with 
great  Utility  to  your  Country  and  Friends  ;  and  with  a  Fame  with- 
out Blot  or  Soil.  This  may  be  spoken  with  great  Truth,  and  is 
very  rare,  especially  among  Statesmen.  Washington  &  Jay  are 
justly  entitled  to  this  Character.  While  we  have  had  many  men 
very  wise  &  great,  among  the  Heroes  tS:  Sages  of  our  Revolution, 
there  were  few  whose  merits  do  not  require  some  Indulgence  for 
various  Deviations,  from  that  Steadiness  and  Constancy  of  Virtue, 
which  forms  the  perfect  man.  Of  the  associates  of  our  early  Days 
many  have  passed  off.  Tyler  died  lately,  bearing,  in  the  Newspa- 
pers, as  much  of  the  Good,  as  we  ever  knew  of  him.     Poor  Dawes 

disservice,  he  replied,  "  my  business  is  to  lecture,  but  if  my  stomach  is  dis- 
ordered, I  will  not  lecture." 

He  then  gave  particular  and  general  directions  for  treatment. 

"  He  is  a  singularly  precise  and  curious  person,  5  feet  5  tall  ;  rather  thick 
set,  a  victim  of  Rheumatism,  about  60,  has  a  quick  intelligent  eye,  and  of  a 
countenance  indicating  great  self-possession  and  confidence  in  his  own  skill  and 
experience  as  a  physician,  altho'  he  denies  that  he  is  so.  Sir  Astley  Cooper  is 
reported  to  have  said  that  his  manners  were  worth  ;^50oo  a  year  to  him." 
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sunk  at  last,  as  he  had  lived,  some  years  back.  Dexter,  with 
an  Imbecility,  and  gross  Folly,  that  amounted  to  Fatuity  suffered 
himself  to  become  the  Dupe  of  a  silly  &  profligate  Son.  He  is, 
with  Infirmity  of  Mind  &  Body,  living  in  Cambridge,  with  very 
Meagre  Means,  having  been  obliged  to  sell  the  Estates  of  which 
he  was  possessed,  and  which  were  ample  for  all  his  Purposes,  and 
those  dependant  on  him.  Baylies  was  here,  this  Summer,  in  like 
health  as  formerly,  and  as  1  learn,  in  good  &  comfortable  Circum- 
stances. Our  old  Friend  Freeman,  is  bearing  with  Christian 
Patience  &  Fortitude,  the  like  Disorder  which  put  an  End  to  the 
life  of  Mr.  Cabot.  He  walks  a  little,  which  is  the  only  Exercise 
he  can  take, — has  not  been  in  the  Pulpit  for  the  last  year,  and  has 
no  Prospect  of  ever  being  there  again.  He  is  at  Newton.  This 
is  all  I  know  of  the  Companions  of  our  youth. 

Your  faithful  Friend 

C.  Gore. 


PI.  W.  Addixgton  to  J.  A.  King. 

17.  Cork  St.,  ii  Septr.,  1826. 
My  dear  Sir  : 

It  was  only  on  my  return  from  Downing  Street  at  6  o'clock 
this  evening  that  I  received  your  very  welcome  and  obliging  note  : 
and  I  hasten  to  congratulate  you  very  sincerely  on  the  comfortable 
intelligence  the  Packet  of  the  i6th.  conveyed  to  you  of  your 
Father's  arrival  on  his  natal  shore  in  health  somewhat  improved. 
I  had  a  strong  feeling  that  such  wd.  be  the  case,  and  it  gives 
me  unfeigned  pleasure  to  find  that  feeling  verified. 

I  beg  you  when  you  write,  to  present  my  best  regard  to  ray 
worthy  old  friend,  and  to  tell  him  that  I  hope  to  hear  of  him  as 
an  octogenarian  yet 

Yours  very  sincerely 

H,  W.  Addington. 


J.  A.  King  to  R.  King. 

London,  14th  Sept.,  1826. 
My  dear  Father  : 

By  a  letter  from  my  wife,  written  the  night  of  your  arrival,  I 

received  the  gratifying  intelligence  of  your  safe  return  to  your 
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native  land,  in  health  somewhat  improved,  and  so  far  as  the  short 
accounts  go,  after  a  comfortable  though  tedious  passage  of  38 
days.  The  voyage,  which  I  so  much  dreaded  on  your  account, 
seems  to  have  been  safely,  not  to  say  beneficially  passed ;  and  as 
it  is  my  sincere  wish,  so  is  it  my  earnest  hope,  that  comforts  and 
repose  may  accompany  you  along  and  throughout  the  rest  of  your 
way.  I  have  been  received  and  treated  by  Mr.  Gallatin  with  the 
utmost  frankness  and  confidence,  and  I  know  not  where  the 
Government  could  have  found  except  in  his  person,  so  able  a 
successor  to  him  who  filled  the  place.  I  will  in  my  next  give 
you,  for  your  information,  an  account  of  what  has  been  done  since 
Mr.  Gallatin's  arrival.  He  has  full  powers  and  instructions  upon 
every  subject  of  difference.  Up  to  this  moment  he  has  kept  me 
well  employed. 

I  received  the  message,  which  you  were  so  good  as  to  send  me 
thro'  my  wife,  and  most  gratefully  appreciate  the  sentiments  in 
which  it  was  expressed,  and  the  feelings  of  affection  and  attach- 
ment which  prompted  you  to  think  of  me  so  kindly  :  be  assured 
that  I  am  neither  an  insensible,  nor  an  ungrateful  son,  and  that  I 
am  now  more  than  ever,  if  that  can  be, 

Your  true  and  most  affectionate  son 

John  Alsop  King. 

Though  Mr.  King  was  able  during  his  life  at  Jamaica  to 
enjoy  some  pleasure  from  being  once  more  at  his  own  home 
among  the  trees  that  he  had  planted,  now  grown  so  as  to 
afford  shade  and  beauty  to  the  place,  and  was  able  to  drive 
out  for  exercise,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  he  realized  his 
condition  and  at  times  was  greatly  depressed.  In  a  memo- 
randum book,  he  thus  expressed  himself : 

"  October  19th,  1826. 

"  My  life  is  limited  in  its  employment.  With  my  health  Provi- 
dence denies  me  the  preservation  of  understanding  and  memory. 
I  suffer  no  pain,  but  have  little  of  the  comforts  of  memory.  How 
the  scene  will  close  is  known  to  the  author  who  continues  it,  and 
I  am  resigned  to  his  power,  and  grateful  for  his  mercies  ;  for 
while  others  suffer  great  pain  and  agony,  I  am  failing  in  another 
way  which  Providence  enjoins.     God's  will  be  done  and  may  I 
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be  thankful.  If  I  could  utter  a  wish,  it  should  be  for  under- 
standing, and  that  it  might  have  been  continued  :  but  as  this  might 
have  been  at  the  expense  of  other  mercies  granted  to  me,  I  ought 
to  be  grateful  for  those  bestowed." 

"  Nov.  3,  1826. 

*  I  hope  it  may  be  the  will  of  Providence  that  my  time  may  be 
mercifully  considered,  and  myself  prepared  for  the  events  I  may 
be  required  to  meet.  I  submit  to  the  will  of  a  merciful  Providence, 
hoping  that  I  may  avoid  impatience  and  all  manifestation  of  the 
want  of  submission." 

On  November  24,  1826,  Mr.  King  removed  to  New  York, 
where,  though  much  enfeebled,  he  continued  to  take  daily 
drives.  There  was  an  earnest  desire  on  his  part  that  his  son 
John,  who  had  remained  in  London  as  Charge  d'affaires, 
and  was  at  this  time  on  the  sea,  should  reach  New  York. 
On  December  14th  he  makes  a  memorandum :  "  John 
arrived  last  night.  Thanks  to  God  for  the  same.  May  I 
be  grateful  for  it."  The  last  entry  of  moment  in  his  book, 
though  there  is  a  daily  record,  is : 

"  Jany.  i,  1827. 

"  New  Year.  God  grant  in  his  mercy  it  may  be  a  short  one. 
I  desire  to  die,  when  his  mercy  permits,  and  hope  I  discover  no 
improper  impatience  ;  I  submit  to  God's  will,  as  is  my  duty." 

Failing  daily  in  strength,  Mr.  King  was  carefully  attended 
by  his  children  in  New  York,  his  son  Frederick  being  his 
loving  and  faithful  physician,  and  died  on  April  29,  1827,  in 
the  seventy-third  year  of  his  age. 

Among  the  conversations  with  his  son  on  board  ship  he 
had  alluded  to  his  death,  and  said,  among  other  things,  that 
he  desired  to  be  buried  at  Jamaica,  in  Grace  churchyard, 
between  the  graves  of  his  wife  and  of  his  son  Charles's  wife, 
and  that  his  resting-place  should  be  marked  by  a  plain  mar- 
ble stone  with  merely  his  name  and  the  dates  of  his  birth 
and  death.  He  had  himself  put  a  similar  memorial  of  his 
wife  in  the  churchyard,  in  a  spot  in  full  view  from  the  win- 
dows of  his  dining-room,  and  by  which  he  passed  when,  as 
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was  habitual  with  him,  he  went  to  the  church.  When  he 
died  his  wish  was  of  course  carried  out,  and  there  is  the 
simple  record  of  his  life — its  history  was  to  be  sought  for 
elsewhere,  in  what  he  had  done.* 

The  estimate  of  Mr.  King's  character  may  be  most  accu- 
rately made  by  recalling  statements  in  these  volumes  by 
contemporary  chroniclers  at  different  periods  of  his  life. 
It  may,  however,  be  said  that  his  early  years  were  passed  in 
a  well-ordered  New  England  home,  where  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  habits  of  industry  and  careful  restraint 
were  used  by  parents  who  looked  after  their  children  affec- 
tionately and  judiciously  and  brought  them  up  to  reverence 
them  with  old-fashioned  affection  and  obedience.  For  when 
sent  from  home  to  school,  the  young  man's  conduct  was 
such  as  a  well-principled  boy  would  manifest  ;  and  when, 
fully  prepared,  he  was  sent  to  Harvard  College  to  obtain  such 
an  education  as  that  institution  was  able  to  afford,  he  dili- 
gently pursued  his  studies,  though  the  war  greatly  interfered 
with  their  regularity,  and  straitened  means  seriously  impaired 

*  In  the  Evening  Post,  April  30,  1827,  appeared  the  following  notice  of  his 

death  : 

"...  Thus  has  departed  another  of  our  oldest  Statesmen,  the  favorite  of 
Washington,  one  whom  his  soul  loved,  in  whom  he  wholly  confided,  one  who  ren- 
dered the  most  invaluable  services  in  organizing  and  sustaining  the  early  and 
difficult  measures  of  the  Government,  one  who  has  rarely  been  equalled  for 
talents  both  profound  and  brilliant,  and  who  in  his  meridian  was  numbered 
among  the  brightest  stars  in  the  galaxy  of  his  country's  glory." 

On  May  4th  the  Common  Council  of  New  York  passed  the  following  pream- 
ble and  resolution  : 

"  Whereas  the  Common  Council  having  received  information  of  the  decease 
of  the  Hon.  Rufus  King,  late  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary 
to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  and  deeply  sensible  of  the  loss  which  his  country 
has  sustained  by  that  melancholy  event,  and  of  the  eminent  services  he  has 
rendered  during  his  long  political  life,  and  more  especially  as  a  member  of  the 
illustrious  Convention  which  formed  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
therefore 

"Resolved,  that  the  Common  Council  will  in  testimony  of  respect  for  the 
Honourable  Rufus  King,  go  in  mourning  by  the  usual  mode  of  wearing  crape 
upon  the  left  arm  for  the  period  of  thirty  days. 

"  Extract  from  the  Minutes.     J.  Morton,  Clerk." 
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his  work.  During  this  time  no  stain  upon  his  moral  Hfe  has 
ever  even  been  suggested,  and  he  passed  from  his  college 
life  thoroughly  trained  for  that  which  was  before  him. 

In  his  public  career,  when  placed  in  positions  of  responsi- 
bility— for  he  never  sought  them  himself — he  never  failed  to 
exercise  the  highest  powers  of  mind,  fidelity  to  the  trusts 
committed  to  him,  firm  adherence  to  the  course  which  care- 
ful examination  led  him  to  approve  and  adopt,  and  unques- 
tioned integrity  and  patriotism. 

Mr.  William  Sullivan  '-^  says  of  Mr.  King, 

"At  thirty-three  years  of  age  (1788)  he  was  an  uncommonly 
handsome  man  in  face  and  form,  had  a  powerful  mind,  well  culti- 
vated, and  was  a  dignified  and  graceful  speaker.  He  had  the 
appearance  of  one  who  was  a  gentleman  by  nature  and  who  had 
well  improved  all  her  gifts.  It  is  a  rare  occurrence  to  see  a  finer 
assemblage  of  personal  and  intellectual  qualities  cultivated  to  the 
best  effect  than  were  seen  in  this  gentleman.  .  .  .  Among 
his  superior  advantages  was  an  accurate  knowledge  of  dates  and 
facts  of  most  essential  service  to  the  Senate.  .  .  .  He  was 
not  a  party  leader  but  a  leader  of  measures.  .  .  .  He  died 
after  a  serene  life  which  had  never  been  marked  by  a  quarrel  nor 
an  imputation.  .  .  .  There  is  not  a  man  of  greater  integrity 
than  Rufus  King." 

After  having  served  in  the  councils  of  the  nation  from 
1784  to  1795,  and  at  the  end  of  his  first  term  in  the  Senate 
of  the  United  States,  he  felt  a  desire  for  a  change,  and 
said  to  his  friend  General  Hamilton  that  he  thought  he 
"  could  render  some  service  to  the  public  at  the  present 
period  in  England,"  there  being  a  vacancy  in  the  mission  to 
that  country  by  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Pinckney.  General 
Hamilton  suggested  Mr.  King's  appointment  as  Minister 
there,  writing  to  President  Washington,  and  saying  among 
other  things  :  f 

*  Public  III  en  of  the  Revolution^  p.  59. 
f  R.  King's  Life,  ii.,  51,  May  20,  1796. 
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"  Mr.  King  is  a  remarkably  well  informed  man,  a  very  judicious 
one,  a  man  of  address,  a  man  of  fortune  and  economy,  whose 
situation  affords  just  ground  of  confidence  ;  a  man  of  unimpeached 
l)robity,  where  he  is  best  known,  a  firm  friend  of  the  Government, 
a  su]iporter  of  the  measures  of  the  President  ;  a  man  who  cannot 
but  feel  that  he  has  strong  pretentions  to  confidence  and  trust." 

His  career  in  the  mission  to  which  he  was  appointed  was 
most  successful,  and  tended  to  raise  the  respect  for  his  coun- 
try in  the  troublous  times  during  which  it  lasted,  to  the 
highest  degree,  by  his  urbanity,  his  perfect  understanding  of 
her  rights,  and  his  ability  to  meet  the  ablest  men  in  England, 
and  by  a  firmness  which  suffered  no  wrong  to  be  done  to  her. 

It  would  require  too  much  space  to  quote  in  full  Mr. 
Faux's  letter  to  Lord  B.  (probably  Buchan),*  giving  an 
account  of  Mr.  King  in  1818  as  a  public  man  ;  but  the  close 
of  the  letter  presents  another  aspect  of  him,  which  illustrates 
his  moral  character. 

"  Of  Mr.  King's  moral  character  I  can  say  nothing  from  my  own 
personal  knowledge  as  my  acquaintance  with  him  has  not  been 
long  and  intimate  enough  to  judge  correctly.  I  have  not,  however, 
heard  anything  alleged  against  it  calculated  to  lessen  his  reputation 
as  an  honorable  statesman  and  virtuous  member  of  society.  He 
is  wealthy,  and  has,  no  doubt,  something  of  pride  and  hauteur  in 
his  manner  offensive  to  the  delicacy  of  republicanism,  and  incon- 
sistent with  the  nature  of  equality  ;  but  as  a  father,  husband  and 
friend,  I  have  not  yet  heard  him  charged  with  any  dereliction  of 
duty,  or  any  violation  of  those  principles  which  tend  to  harmonize 
society  and  to  unite  man  to  man  by  the  bonds  of  affection  and 
virtue." 

It  would  be  easy  to  multiply  extracts  from  previous 
portions  of  this  history,  to  present  some  of  the  salient 
points  of  Mr.  King's  character,  upon  which  it  seems  right 
to  make  a  few  reflections.  Mr.  Sullivan  has  remarked  that 
there  was  a  certain  hauteur  in  his  demeanor,  which  while  it 

*  R.  King's  Life,  vi.,  86.  The  writer  of  these  letters,  signed  S.,  is  Mr.  Faux, 
who  was  travelling  in  the  United  States  at  the  time.     See  his  Travels. 
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commanded  respect,  never  prevented  him  from  receiving 
from  all  classes  of  men  the  warmest  evidences  of  intimate 
association.  Even  those  most  strongly  opposed  to  him  on 
public  questions  gave  their  personal  friendship  and  sought 
and  enjoyed  his  society;  for  they  admired  him  for  the 
manliness,  courtesy,  and  honesty  with  which  he  maintained 
his  views,  and  never  allowed  political  differences  to  inter- 
fere with  personal  regard. 

It  is  also  said  that  he  was  not  "  a  leader  of  men  but  a 
leader  of  measures."  With  all  his  acknowledged  ability, 
with  all  the  personal  qualifications  which  drew  men  to  him, 
with  the  generous  and  attractive  manners  which  warmed 
their  hearts  and  gained  their  friendship,  he  lacked  that 
self-asserting  and  ambitious  spirit  which  would  have  led 
him  to  claim  and  demand  positions  which  all  acknowledged 
him  to  be  so  competent  to  fill  and  adorn.  While  his  heart 
might  secretly  crave  distinction  in  certain  directions,  he 
was  too  modest,*  or  knew  not  how,  to  use  the  means  to 
obtain  it,  and  thus  may  seem  to  have  failed  where  crafty 
and  more  unscrupulous  men  succeeded.  Whatever  political 
success  he  met  with,  and  it  was  great,  was  the  result  of  his 
acknowledged  ability,  and  of  the  perfect  confidence  that 
he  would  execute  the  duties  committed  to  him  with  fidelity. 
He  could  not  trim  his  sails  to  catch  the  popular  breeze,  but 
had  the  conscious  satisfaction  of  having  striven  to  do  his 
duty,  as  a  citizen,  a  patriot,  and  an  honest  man. 

He  has  left  a  name  which  has  been  suffered  to  be  almost 
forgotten  by  his  fellow-countrymen,  but  which  may  be 
recalled  with  just  claims  to  their  warmest  remembrance, 
and  to  which  his  descendants  may  point  with  pride. 

During  his  life  Mr.  King  was  the  recipent  of  many  honors 
from  literary  and  religious  associations.  In  1803,  Williams 
and  Dartmouth  Colleges  accorded  him  the  degree  of  LL.D., 
and  Harvard  College  in  1806.  In  this  same  year  he  became 
a  Trustee  of  Columbia  College,  remaining  such  until  1824. 
He  was  a  Warden  of  Trinity  Church,  New  York,  from.  1806 

*  R.  King's  Life,  i.,  126.     Brissot's  remark. 
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to  18 1 2,  and  a  member  of  several  General  Conventions  of 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he  was  interested 
in  the  establishment  of  the  General  Theological  Seminary 
of  that  Church.  When  he  removed  to  Jamaica  he  was  a 
faithful  friend  of  Grace  Church  of  that  place,  in  whose  yard 
he  was  buried  ;  he  became  a  Trustee  of  Union  Hall  Acad- 
emy, under  the  able  administration  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  L.  E.  A. 
Eigenbrodt  ;  and  he  was  also  a  leading  member  of  agricul- 
tural and  literary  societies,  such  as  the  Antiquarian  and 
the  Academy  of  Arts  in  New  York. 


APPENDIX  I. 

ON  EXECUTIVE  INFLUENCE — 1816. 

If  there  be  any  who  entertain  doubts  on  the  progress  of  executive  influence 
we  call  their  attention  to  the  following  observations — 

During  the  existence  of  the  Berlin  &  Milan  decrees  property  to  a  great 
amount  belonging  to  American  citizens  was  seized  and  confiscated  by  France 
and  her  dependent  governments.  King  Murat  performed  the  part  assigned  to 
him  in  the  Play  of  the  Robbers,  and  American  ships  and  cargoes  of  the  value 
of  some  millions,  confiding  in  Mr.  Madison's  proclamation  that  those  Decrees 
were  revoked,  were  in  1810  confiscated  in  the  ports  of  Italy. 

We  do  not  recollect  to  have  heard  that  the  merchants  have  heretofore  made 
any  stir  on  this  subject,  or  that  any  serious  attempt  has  been  made  by  our  Gov- 
ernment to  obtain  indemnification  for  these  losses — and  had  the  Continent 
remained  under  the  Napoleon  Dynastie,  it  is  probable  that  we  should,  merchants 
and  all,  have  held  our  peace,  and  permitted  to  the  "sic  volo,  sic  jubeo  "  of  the 
Iron  Crown.  But  a  great  counter  revolution  has  taken  place,  and  a  new  and 
precarious  organization  of  Europe  has  followed.  Tlie  union  of  the  four  con- 
quering Powers  now  parcels  out  Europe,  prescribing  constitutions  and  laws  to 
its  several  states,  "  a  high  Police  "  is  established  and  supported  by  great  armies, 
which  are  fed,  and  clothed,  and  paid  by  degraded  France.  Europe  requires 
and  Europe  forbids  is  the  rescript  of  the  Coalition,  and  the  new  law  of 
Nations. 

In  the  overthrow  of  the  Napoleon  dynasty,  Murat  the  King  of  Naples  has 
been  driven  from  his  throne  and  slain,  and  a  Bourbon,  by  permission  of  the 
coalesced  Powers,  has  been  restored  to  his  antient  Kingdom,  plundered  and 
delapidated  as  it  has  been  during  his  exile. 

Altho'  American  property  of  no  small  amount  was  seized  in  France,  in 
Spain,  in  Holland  and  in  Denmark,  as  well  as  in  the  ports  of  Italy  ;  altho'  at 
the  period  of  declaring  the  war  agt.  England  our  government  proclaimed  if 
France  failed  to  make  reparation  for  the  property  which  she  had  plundered 
that  we  should  make  war  against  France  also  ;  we  have  no  information  that 
any  thing  more  was  done  by  vv-ay  of  reclamation  during  the  reign  of  Bonaparte, 
than  to  repeat  in  measured  terms,  the  plaintive  notes  which  we  had  been 
accustomed  to  deliver  at  Paris  and  which  his  imperial  majesty  had  commonly 
ansnered  with  reproaches  agt.  us  as  a  mercenary,  cowardly  and  degraded  People. 
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Since  the  late  restoration  of  Louis  the  i8th.  surrounding  nations,  have  made 
their  demands  on  him  for  indemnity  for  losses  which  they  had  suffered  by  the 
injustice  of  Bonaparte  ;  such  of  these  claims  as  were  approved  by  the  coalesced 
powers,  have  been  jirovided  for  by  stipulations  for  compensation. 

The  U.  S.  have  kept  back,  perhaps  prudently.  The  successer  to  their  late 
Minister  to  France,  tho'  appointed  more  than  a  year  ago,  has  not  yet  proceeded 
on  his  mission :  considering  the  amount  of  our  claims  the  delay  is  a  mystery, 
which,  like  all  other  mysteries  incapable  of  explanation,  is  incomprehensible  to 
ordinary  minds.  It  would  seem  that  a  promise  of  indemnity  by  France  wd.  be 
important  not  only  in  respect  to  the  greatness  of  the  losses  to  be  compensated 
but  also  by  reason  of  its  influence  on  other  and  inferior  powers,  and  therefore 
that  our  first  effort  should  be  made  at  Paris  where  the  good  offices  and  influence 
of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  if  seasonably  applied  for,  would  perhaps  be  employed 
in  favor  of  our  Reclamation.  For  this  purpose,  an  able  Minister  should  have 
been  sent  to  St  Petersburgh  immediately  after  the  transfer  of  Mr.  Adams 
to  London. 

Instead  of  this  course,  one  of  a  different  character  and  which  is  recommended 
by  a  reliance  on  different  means,  has  been  resorted  to. 

The  termination  of  the  war  with  the  Barbary  Powers  has  been  both  extra- 
ordinary and  illustrious  ;  no  event  in  our  short  history  stands  more  conspicuous, 
none  is  more  worthy  of  public  admiration. 

Decatur's  good  fortune  in  the  Mediterranean,  for  his  achievement  as  it  has 
been  the  first  will  endure  amongst  the  most  illustrious  in  that  policy  which  is 
soon  to  put  an  end  to  the  piracies  of  the  Barbary  Powers,  awakened  the  atten- 
tion of  the  quiet  citizens  who  had  been  plundered  in  the  Italian  Ports,  and  led 
them  to  believe  that  an  American  commodore  with  squadron  might  give  the  law 
in  the  bay  of  Naples,  as  had  been  done  in  the  bay  of  Algiers. 

Insinuations  to  this  effect  were  put  into  circulation,  but  doubts  arose  whether 
the  measures  which  proved  successful  at  Algiers  could  be  safely  repeated  at 
Naples.  Credit  is  due  to  this  hesitation  ;  first  impressions  are  sometimes 
advantageously  corrected  by  a  little  sober  reflection.  Merchants  are  known  to 
be  persevering  in  the  pursuit  of  their  object,  as  well  as  accommodating  and 
inventive  in  the  manner  of  attaining  it. 

The  squadron  and  the  Commodore,  not  having  been  immediately  approved 
of  as  negotiators  at  Naples,  from  Baltimore  to  Boston  the  Merchants  were  put 
in  motion  to  urge  the  President  to  take  some  step  in  order  to  obtain  indemnities 
from  the  restored  King  of  Naples  for  losses  suffered  under  the  usurper  Murat  ; 
that  Ferdinand  himself  was  the  greatest  sufferer  by  this  usurpation  was  not  felt 
to  be  an  excuse  why  he  shd.  not  bear  his  own  losses  and  also  compensate  those 
of  his  fellow  sufferers. 

It  was  made  to  be  understood  that  the  U.  S.  provides  but  inadequate  appoint- 
ments for  their  foreign  ministers.  It  was  stated  that  the  property  lost  in  Italy 
was  great  in  amount,  that  a  moderate  percentage  on  it  would  make  up  a  purse 
of  half  a  million  of  dollars,  and  no  one  doubted  that  the  merchts.  wd.  cheer- 
fully pay  this  sum  in  case  of  recovery  ;  moreover  that  they  wd.  pay  the  extra 
expenses  beyond  the  ordinary  appointment  of  an  Envoy  of  distinguished  talents 
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who  should  be  sent  to  Naples,  backed  by  a  naval  escort,  whether  the  mission 
failed  or  succeeded. 

It  is  true  that  there  is  something  of  unsullied  parity  in  the  character  of 
these  special  Heralds,  whose  benificent  offices,  disinterested  as  they  are  sacred, 
are  occasionally  interposed  to  protect  humanity  against  the  bad  passions  of  our 
nature,  but  this  reflection  may  not  have  occured  to  the  merchants,  and  perhaps 
escaped  the  faded  memory  of  the  President,  whose  paternal  regards  extended 
alike  to  every  class  of  citizens  whose  public  duties  are  regulated  by  impartial 
justice  and  who  equally  hates  corruption  and  abhors  apostacy. 

After  maturely  examining  this  Martimercurean  project  of  diplomacy,  after  an 
anxious  survey  of  the  extraordinary  and  uncertain  condition  of  Europe,  after 
passing  in  review  the  eminently  qualified  men,  who  profess  or  have  become 
proselites  to  the  infallible  creed,  including  those  at  home  as  well  as  those 
abroad  from  the  impracticable  and  literary  cynic  at  St  James  to  the  disgraced 
and  sickly  apothecary  at  the  Hague,  no  individual  could  be  discovered  who 
surpassed  Mr.  William  Pinkney  in  every  requisite  qualification  for  this  extra- 
ordinary service,  and  this  gentleman  was  therefore  nominated  by  the  President 
as  Envoy  Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  St  Petersburgh,  with  a 
special  mission  to  Naples. 

The  news  papers  (and  particularly  "  the  Richmond  Enquirer  "  the  gazette  of 
the  Dynastie)  quickly  announced  this  mission  as  the  most  ornamental,  the  most 
munificient,  and  the  most  durable  that  had  hitherto  been  sent  from  the  U.  S. 

The  Envoy  would  embark  in  the  Washington,  a  ship  of  the  Line,  commanded 
by  a  Commodore  having  a  Post  Cap.  under  him,  the  Squadron  in  the  Mediter- 
ranean would  be  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Ambassador,  and  the  business  at 
Naples  being  summarily  accomplished,  the  Islands  and  coasts  of  Greece  would 
be  looked  at,  the  ruins  of  Sparta,  of  Athens,  and  of  Thebes  might  be  visited. 

"  Climes  of  the  unforgotten  Brave, 

"  Whose  Land  from  plain  to  mountain  cave 

"  Was  Freedom's  home  or  Glory's  Grave." 

And  thence  the  Envoy  would  proceed  to  irradiate  the  coast  of  the  mighty 
Czar. 

But  against  all  anticipation  the  Senate,  from  motives  that  we  are  not  per- 
mitted to  understand  since  they  close  their  doors  when  transacting  Executive 
Business,  approved  of  the  nomination  and  mission  to  St  Petersburgh,  and  dis- 
approved of  the  mission  to  Naples. 

This  decision  of  the  Senate,  which  it  must  be  confessed  was  a  little  disloyal 
looked  something  like  independence,  or  in  courtly  language  insubordination, 
became  matter  for  side  conversation  and  even  of  personal  recrimination.  In  the 
grand  hall  even  where  the  electors  Palatine  assemble  to  choose  for  the  good 
people  a  President  of  the  U.  S.  symptoms  of  dissatisfaction  were  manifested 
not  only  in  respect  to  the  decision  of  the  Senate,  which  found  defenders  among 
accusers,  but  concerning  the  nomination  itself. 

It  was  hotly  asserted  that  the  first  and  most  gratifying  offices  should  be  re- 
ceived by  the  President,  and  distributed  among  those  who  have  borne  the  heat 
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and  burden  of  the  day,  and  that  those  who  came  in  at  the  eleventh  hour,  wlien 
the  battle  is  over  and  the  enemy  prostrate,  should  be  satisfied  with  subordinate 
stations. 

To  this  argument  it  was  however  answered,  and  with  a  particular  reference  to 
the  case  which  had  hajipened,  that "  ex  quovis  ligno  non  fit  Mercurius"  ;  it  was 
moreover  contended  tliat  the  executive  patronage  should  be  left  free,  especially 
pending  the  presidential  election  and  allowed  its  natural  influence  on  the  restless 
imaginations  of  the  opposition  ;  that  already  individuals  of  notable  reputation 
have  been  detached  from  their  ranks,  who  after  exorcism  and  drinking  of  the 
waters  of  Jealousy  and  swallowing  the  accursed  morsel  and  delivering  up  to  be 
buffeted  friends  and  brothers  and  fathers,  have  been  all  gloriously  transfigured 
and  manifested  to  the  people,  in  the  high  places  of  confidence  and  of  honour. 


APPENDIX  II. 

R.  KING — CONVERSATION  WITH  MR.  WILLING  OF  PHILA- 
DELPHIA IN  HIS  87TH  YEAR  IN  REFERENCE  TO 
THE  DECLARATIOX  OF  INDEPENDENCE. 

Philadelphia,  Sunday,  Nov.  8,  18 18. 

Called  to  see  Mr.  W^illing  who  will  complete  his  87th.  year  the  17th.  of  the  next 
month.  As  he  was  a  member  of  Congress  at  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
I  asked  him  whether  there  was  any  truth  in  the  story  that  is  going  the  rounds 
of  the  newspapers,  that,  on  the  first  question  respecting  the  Declar.  of  Ind.,  the 
States  were  equally  divided  and  that  Sam.  Adams  having  gained  over  one  of  the 
Penn.  Del.  and  thereby  the  voice  of  that  State,  a  majority  was  secured  ;  which 
being  done,  all  the  other  States  came  into  and  agreed  to  the  measure. 

He  said  it  was  wholly  untrue.  That  on  the  taking  of  the  question  in  Comee. 
of  the  whole,  there  being  66  members,  we  all  agreed  to  and  voted  for  the  meas- 
ure, except  the  Delegates  of  Georgia  (who  were  present,  but  not  having  their 
credentials  did  not  vote)  Mr.  Reed  of  Delaware,  who  declined  voting  for  or 
against  the  Declr.,  and  himself,  Mr.  W^illing  and  his  colleague  Humphries, 
who  W.  &  H.  voted  against  it. 

That  he  wrote  two  letters  to  the  Penn.  Assembly  asking  their  instructions  on 
two  dependent  measures,  viz,  the  Decon  of  Indep.  and  commercial  Treaty  with 
France.  On  the  morning  of  the  vote  of  the  Com.  of  the  whole,  he  wrote  and 
delivered  to  the  doorkeeper  of  the  Assembly,  a  third  letter  which  he  stood  and 
saw  delivered  to  the  Speaker  ;  that  not  long  afterwards  he  received  a  letter  from 
the  Speaker,  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  his  three  letters,  which  had  been 
laid  before  the  Assembly  ;  that  the  Assembly  approved  of  his  conduct  in  asking 
their  instructions  and  authorized  him  to  vote  for  a  commercial  Treaty  with 
France,  but  said  nothing  about  Indep.  ;  that  he  laid  the  letter  before  Congress, 
where  it  was  read — and  he  declared  that  in  these  circumstances  he  could  not 
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vote  in  favor  of  Indep.     Three  of  his  colleagues  however  there  being  5  dele- 
gates from  Penn.,  voted  for  Indep. 

That  Govr.  Clinton  was  not  present  at  the  taking  of  the  vote  ;  he  thinks 
Chancellor  Livingston  was  present. 


APPENDIX  III. 

SALE    OF   PUBLIC    LANDS. 

On  the  19th  of  February,  18 19 — a  Bill  passed  the  Senate  for 
the  regulation  of  the  sale  of  public  lands.     It  failed  to  become  a 
law,  apparently  from  the  want  of  time  to  give  it  consideration, 
Jany.  30. 

Substance  of  the  Remarks  of  Mr.  King  of  New  York  in  the  Senate,  on  the 
Bill,  providing  relief  for  the  purchasers  of  public  lands. 

Mr.  King  observed  that  this  was  a  great  question.  Congress  M'ere  called  on 
to  interfere  in  the  whole  subject  of  the  public  lands  ;  it  was  a  subject  on  which 
much  more  of  hope  had,  from  the  first,  been  reposed  than  was  authorized  by 
any  just  expectations.  The  public  had  formed  mistaken  calculations  of  the 
value  of  the  national  domain  as  a  source  of  revenue.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
the  country  could  not  and  ought  not  to  rely  on  the  public  lands  for  a  regular 
revenue.  We  must  come  to  rely  on  taxation  and  not  on  the  i^ul^s  of  lands  for 
supporting  the  credit  and  advancing  the  prosperity  of  the  country. 

Mr.  K.  adverted  to  the  manner  in  which  the  nation  became  possessed  of  this 
great  property  and  to  the  opinions  which  were  entertained  of  it  as  a  source  of 
income  to  the  public  treasury.  Many  had  considered  that  it  would  be,  for  a 
long  time  to  come,  an  entire  substitute  for  taxation  ;  but  he  believed  it  would 
turn  out,  as  it  had  in  those  States  which  had  possessed  much  unoccupied  land, 
only  as  a  great  fund  for  the  convenience  of  those  who  desired  to  go  forth  and 
become  land  holders.  As  such  it  was  of  great  value  ;  as  it  would  be  the  founda- 
tion of  a  tenantry  throughout  the  country,  established  with  a  degree  of  precis- 
ion of  which  no  other  country  can  furnish  an  example.  This  was  a  solid 
benefit,  and  for  this  purpose,  it  was  a  happiness  to  have  such  a  country. 

Mr.  K.  proceeded  to  notice  the  course  which  had  been,  from  the  first, 
pursued  in  disposing  of  the  public  lands.  The  whole  had  been  sold  for  forty- 
four  millions  of  dollars  ;  of  which,  strange  as  it  might  appear,  but  one  half  had 
been  paid  ;  thus  leaving  the  enormous  sum  of  twenty-two  millions  still  due. 
Taking  into  view  the  present  condition  of  society  and  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  times,  he  did  not  believe  that  any  extended  length  of  credit  would  restore 
to  the  debtors  any  facility  of  making  payment  of  this  great  sum.  No  man  could 
anticipate  the  payment  of  such  a  debt  ;  and  the  continuance  of  it  would  be  a 
source  of  extreme  inquietude  and  inconvenience,  while  the  creditor  still  calcu- 
lates on  it  as  a  source  of  revenue,  and  the  debtor  knows  that  he  never  can  and 
never  will  pay.    This  state  of  things  requires  that  a  large  measure  of  liberality  be 
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extended  towards  the  debtor  ;  and  we  had  better  come  to  the  conclusion  once 
for  all  to  make  such  an  adjustment  as  shall  preclude  the  hope  on  our  side  of 
receiving  the  debt,  and  on  the  other  the  obligation  of  paying  it.  In  one  word 
— abolish  the  debt — that  will  be  true  economy  ;  tliat  will  be  wisdom  ;  that  will 
be  the  soundest  policy. 

He,  Mr.  K.  would  therefore  say  to  all  holding  small  tracts — you  owe  three, 
two,  or  one  instalment ;  but  whether  more  or  less,  he  would  say  to  the  whole 
class  of  purchasers  of  a  quarter  section,  you  owe  a  certain  sum  and  interest  ;  if 
called  on  you  cannot  pay,  and  we  have,  in  the  mean  time,  so  changed  the  system 
of  selling  public  lands,  as  to  weaken,  if  not  destroy,  competition  on  your  part, 
and  have  in  effect  changed  the  condition  of  the  debt  ;  we  will  therefore  give 
you  a  credit  so  far  as  in  some  measure  to  put  you  on  a  footing,  with  those  who 
have  since  purchased  at  the  present  price  for  cash  —  by  allowing  a  discount  for 
prompt  payment  of  a  portion  and  a  longer  credit  for  the  remainder.  This 
would  reduce  the  purchase  money  to  within  a  fraction  of  what  it  would  be,  if 
now  offered  for  cash.  This,  he  (Mr.  K.)  would  do  as  well  for  the  reasons 
already  stated,  as  because  circumstances  had  changed  the  relation  between  the 
debtor  and  the  Government. 

Mr.  K.  then  proceeded  to  explain  the  manner  in  which  this  adjustment  would 
operate,  by  referring  to  the  quantity  which  had  been  sold,  the  prices  given  in 
the  various  parts  of  the  Union,  the  amount  of  payments  in  some  quarters,  the 
amount  of  debts  still  due,  &c. 

With  regard  to  the  large  class  of  purchasers,  he  would  give  to  them  the 
faculty  of  transferring  the  instalments  paid  to  any  portion  of  their  purchase, 
and  also  the  privilege  of  completing  the  payment  on  such  portion,  in  cash, 
with  the  same  discount  as  should  be  allowed  to  the  small  purchaser  —  requiring 
in  all  cases  that  the  portion  retained  and  the  payment  completed  should  be 
consolidated.  For  the  remainder  of  the  purchases  of  the  large  class,  he  would 
allow  no  longer  credit,  but  require  a  surrender  of  it  to  the  U.S.,  and  thus,  so 
far  as  regards  the  large  portion  of  this  debt,  the  debt  is  abolished.  To  go 
further  than  this  would  be  inexpedient.  It  was  a  principle  that  whatever  was 
done  and  decided  at  one  time  ought  to  stand  all  time  ;  but  nothing  in  agri- 
culture, in  manufactures,  or  in  any  pursuit  in  life  is  in  the  same  condition  now 
that  it  was  some  years  ago  :  every  thing  is  changed  in  value.  This  relief  had 
therefore  become  necessary  ;  but  he  would  go  no  further  than  he  had  mentioned. 
Go  further  than  that,  and  you  might  as  well  go  back  to  the  first  purchasers  of 
lands.  The  measures  of  the  Government  should  not  have  the  character  of 
exaction  or  hardship  ;  they  were  for  the  relief  of  a  part  of  the  national  family 
and  should  be  such  as  a  father  would  adopt  under  similar  circumstances,  towards 
one  of  his  children.  By  this  course  we  get  rid  of  this  great  and  alarming  debt 
and  we  get  back  the  land.  The  Government  would  gain  much,  while  the  indi- 
viduals would  lose  nothing  ;  and  the  terms  would  be  moderate  and  reasonable 
on  the  part  of  the  Government  and  just  and  proper  to  the  debtors. 

Mr.  King  said,  that  at  the  last  session,  when  the  great  change  was  under  dis- 
cussion, by  which  they  got  rid  of  the  increase  of  the  debt,  and  laid  the  founda- 
tion for  eradicating  the  evil  entirely,  for  destroying,  he  might  say,  the  poison  of 
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affections  between  the  people  and  the  Government —  at  that  time,  he  stated  that 
he  would  be  willing  to  do  something  of  this  kind,  and  was  now  ready  to  re- 
deem the  promise  he  had  then  given  ;  but  it  must  be  on  the  conditions  and  in 
the  way  he  had  proposed.  He  referred  to  a  number  of  facts  relative  to  the 
acquisition  and  sale  of  the  public  lands,  tending  to  support  the  views  which  he 
had  submitted.  The  Government  had  purchased  172  millions  of  acres,  and 
had  surveyed  of  this  73  millions  ;  of  these  18  millions  had  been  sold,  so  that  55 
millions  remained  yet  for  sale  ;  so  if  22  millions  of  dollars  be  due  on  18  millions 
of  acres  sold,  there  will  be  returned  to  the  U.  S.  by  the  purchasers  9.  millions 
of  acres.  &c.  This  simple  fact  must  shew  that  the  lands  cannot  be  looked  to 
as  an'eligible  article  of  investment  for  capitalists,  or  that  they  can  rise  in  price  ; 
there  was  therefore  no  ability  in  lands  to  pay  debts,  and  it  would  be  very  bad 
policy  to  go  any  further  in  surveying  the  public  lands,  when  there  were  seven 
acres  yet  for  sale,  tor  every  one  sold.  It  was,  in  his  opinion,  proper  that  the 
surveys  of  the  public  lands  should  be  discontinued. 

Mr.  K.  next  adverted  to  the  expense  which  had  attended  the  purchase,  the 
surveys  and  the  sales  of  the  public  lands,  particularizing  the  purchase  of  two 
millions  from  the  Indians,  the  Yazoo  lands,  and,  he  might  add,  those  of 
Louisiana.  These  expenses  made  in  all  a  sum,  that  had  actually  gone  out  of 
the  Treasury,  of  24  millions  of  dollars ;  so  that  if  the  profit  and  loss  were  com- 
pared, it  would  be  found  there  had  been  no  considerable  gain  from  this  source 
of  revenue,  so  much  and  so  erroneously  relied  on  by  many  persons.  These 
facts  were  not  stated  to  operate  on  the  bill  before  the  Senate,  but  merely  with 
the  view  to  deprecate  somewhat  the  expectation  that  these  lands  were  an  inex- 
haustible source  of  wealth  and  revenue  to  this  nation.  But  while  this  considera- 
tion was  pressed,  he  hoped  he  should  not  be  understood  to  mean  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  give  these  lands  away.  By  no  means.  He  would  continue  the 
sales  to  a  certain  extent  as  now  authorized  ;  he  would  preserve  the  system 
adopted  for  laying  them  out  and  settling  them.  It  was  beautiful  beyond  expres- 
sion and  beyond  all  example  ;  but  he  would  abandon  the  hope  of  enriching  the 
public  Treasury  from  them.  But  in  estimating  the  cost  of  these  lands,  there 
were  other  items  that  ought  to  be  taken  into  account.  Look  at  the  expenses 
of  the  defeats  of  Harmer  and  St.  Clair,  of  the  victories  of  Wayne  and  Jackson. 
Add  these  expenses  to  the  others,  and  the  aggregate  would  convince  any  man 
of  the  little  value  this  public  domain  had  been  to  the  public  Treasury,  and 
shew  the  fact  that  more  money  had  gone  out  of  the  Treasury  for  tbe  public 
lands  than  had  been  returned  to  it.  The  great  advantage  which  he  anticipated 
from  these  lands,  and  at  which  he  looked,  was  peace,  was  affection.  In  dis- 
tributing them  among  those  of  our  citizens  who  sought  new  homes,  no  power 
could  do  it  so  well,  so  permanently  and  so  satisfactorily  as  Congress.  It  was 
therefore  proper  for  Congress  to  retain  that  power  in  its  own  hands. 

Mr.  K.  conceived,  as  he  had  before  stated,  that  the  Government  was  in  its 
character  parental,  and  the  principles  applicable  to  the  purchasers  of  public 
lands  might  be  extended  a  little  further.  There  was  another  portion  of  society, 
which  required  relief  as  much  as  these  and  he  threw  himself  upon  the  liberality 
of   gentlemen,  for  mentioning  it  in  connection  with  the  present  case.       The 
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Hankrupt  Inw  wns  a  question  of  difficulty,  but  there  was  not  an  entire  dissimi- 
larity between  the  two  subjects  ;  and  was  it  not  proper  for  the  fathers  of  this 
republic  to  do  something  ?  As  to  trying  to  agree  upon  some  plan  of  a  Bankrupt 
system  which  should  embrace  the  dissimilar  views  of  all,  it  could  not  be  antici- 
pated. The  only  way  to  afford  relief  was  to  take  that  which  once  for  all  would 
answer  the  purpose  of  relief  ;  an'd  if  the  system  should  upon  a  fair  trial  be 
found  bad,  let  Congress  come  forward  and  rectify  the  evil.  Mr.  King  begged 
pardon  for  touching  upon  this  subject,  in  connection  with  the  bill  before  the 
Senate.     &c 

National  Intelligencer  March  8,  1S20. 

The  Senate  ordered  the  bill  for  the  sale  of  the  public  lands  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time.  Among  the  objections 
made  to  its  passage  was  that  it  favored  speculators.  To  this 
Mr.  King  answered  : 

"  That  if  the  change  of  system  were  favorable  to  speculators,  he  should  be 
found  in  the  negative  ;  but  so  far  from  this  being  the  fact,  he  considered  the 
change  as  highly  favorable  to  the  poor  man  ;  and  he  urged  at  some  length  that  it 
was  calculated  to  plant  in  the  new  country  a  population  of  independent,  unem- 
barrassed freeholders  ;  that  by  ofifering  lands  in  80  acre  lots,  it  would  place  it  in 
the  power  of  almost  every  man  to  purchase  a  freehold  the  price  of  which  could 
be  cleared  in  three  years  ;  that  it  would  cut  up  speculation  and  monopoly  ;  that 
the  money  paid  for  the  land,  would  be  carried  from  the  state  or  country  from 
which  the  purchaser  should  remove  ;  that  it  would  prevent  the  accumulation  of 
an  alarming  debt,  which  experience  proved  never  would,  and  never  could  be 
paid,  &c." 


APPENDIX   IV. 

THE  SUBSTANCE  OF  TWO  SPEECHES  ON  THE  MISSOURI  BILL 
DELIVERED  BY  MR.  KING  IN  THE  SENATE  OF  THE 
UNITED   STATES.* 

The  Constitution  declares  "  that  Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of,  and 
make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  and  other  prop- 
erty of  the  United  States."  Under  this  power  Congress  have  passed  laws  for 
the  survey  and  sale  of  public  lands,  for  the  division  of  the  same  into  separate 
territories  ;  and  have  ordained  for  each  of  them  a  constitution,  a  plan  of  tempo- 
rary government,  whereby  the  civil  and  political  rights  of  the  inhabitants  are 
regulated,  and  the  rights  of  conscience  and  other  natural  rights  are  protected. 

The  power  to  make  all  needful  regulations,  includes  the  power  to  determine 
what  regulations  are  needful  ;  and  if  a  regulation  prohibiting  slavery  within 

*  See  page  233  of  this  volume. 
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any  territory  of  the  United  States  be,  as  it  lias  been,  deemed  needful.  Congress 
possesses  the  power  to  make  the  same,  and  moreover  to  pass  all  laws  necessary 
to  carry  this  power  into  execution. 

The  territory  of  Missouri  is  a  portion  of  Louisiana,  which  was  purchased  of 
France,  andjbelongs  to  the  United  States  in  full  dominion,;  in  the  language  of 
the  constitution  Missouri  is  their  territory  or  property,  and  is  subject,  like  other 
territories  of  the  United  States,  to  the  regulations  and  temjiorary  government, 
which  has  been,  or  shall  be  prescribed  by  Congress.  The  clause  of  the  consti- 
tution, which  grants  this  power  to  Congress,  is  so  comprehensive,  and  unam- 
biguous, and  its  purpose  so  manifest,  that  the  commentary  will  not  render  the 
power,  or  the  object  of  its  establishment,  more  explicit  or  plain. 
i  The  Constitution  further  provides  that  "  new  states  maybe  admitted  by  con- 
Igress  in  the  Union  " — as  this  power  is  conferred  without  limitation,  the  time, 
terms  and  circumstances  of  the  admission  of  new  states  are  referred  to  the 
discretion  of  congress  ;  which  may  admit  new  states,  but  are  not  obliged  to  do 
so — of  right  no  new  state  can  demand  admission  into  the  Union,  unless  such 
demand  be  founded  upon  some  previous  engagement  of  the  United  States. 

When  admitted  by  congress  into  the  Union,  whether  by  compact  or  other- 
wise, the  new  state  becomes  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  same  rights,  and 
bound  to  perform  the  like  duties  as  the  other  states ;  and  its  citizens  will  be 
entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several  states. 
J  The  citizens  of  each  state  possess  rights,  and  owe  duties  that  are  peculiar  to, 
jand  arise  out  of  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  several  states.  These  rights 
and  duties  differ  from  each  other  in  the  different  states,  and  among  these  differ- 
ences none  is  so  remarkable  or  important  as  that  which  proceeds  from  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  several  states  respecting  slavery  ;  the  same  being 
permitted  in  some  states,  and  forbidden  in  others. 

The  question  respecting  slavery  in  the  old  thirteen  states  had  been  decided 
and  settled  before  the  adoption  of  the  constitution,  which  grants  no  power  to 
congress  to  interfere  with,  or  to  change  what  had  been  so  previously  settled — 
the  slave  states  therefore  are  free  to  continue  or  to  abolish  slavery.  Since  the 
year  1808  congress  have  possessed  power  to  prohibit  and  have  prohibited  the 
further  emigration  or  importation  of  slaves  into  any  of  the  old  thirteen  states, 
and  at  all  times  under  the  constitution  have  had  power  to  prohibit  such  migra- 
tion or  importation  into  any  of  the  new  states,  or  territories  of  the  United 
States. — The  Constitution  contains  no  express  provision  respecting  slaver}'  in  a 
new  state  that  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union  ;  every  regulation  upon  this  sub- 
ject belongs  to  the  power  whose  consent  is  necessary  to  the  formation  and  ad- 
mission of  new  states  into  the  Union.  Congress  may  therefore  make  it  a 
condition  of  the  admission  of  a  new  state,  that  slavery  shall  be  forever  pro- 
hibited within  the  same.  We  may,  with  the  more  confidence,  pronounce  this 
to  be  the  true  construction  of  the  constitution,  as  it  has  been  so  amply  con- 
firmed by  the  past  session  of  congress. 

Although  the  articles  of  confederation  were  drawn  up  and  approved  by  the  old 
congress  in  the  year  1777,  and  soon  afterwards  were  ratified  by  some  of  the 
states,  their  complete  ratification  did  not  take  place  until  the  year  1781.       The 
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states  which  possessed  small  and  already  settled  territory  withheld  their  ratifi- 
cation, in  order  to  obtain  from  the  large  states  a  cession  to  the  United  States  of 
a  portion  of  their  vacant  territory,  without  entering  into  the  reasons  on  which 
this  demand  was  urged.  It  is  well  known  that  they  had  an  influence  on  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut,  New  York,  and  Virginia,  which  states  ceded  to  the 
United  States  their  respective  claims  to  the  territory  lying  north-west  of  the 
river  Ohio.  This  cession  was  made  on  the  express  condition  that  the  ceded 
territory  should  be  sold  for  the  common  benefit  of  the  United  States,  that  it 
should  be  laid  out  into  states,  and  that  the  states  so  laid  out  should  form  distinct 
republican  states,  and  be  admitted  as  members  of  the  federal  union,  having  the 
same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  independence  as  other  states  !  Of 
the  four  states  which  made  this  cession,  two  permitted  and  the  other  two  pro- 
hibited slavery. 

The  United  States  having  in  this  manner  become  proprietors  of  the  extensive 
territory  north-west  of  the  river  Ohio,  although  the  confederation  contained  no 
express  provision  upon  the  subject,  congress,  the  only  representation  of  the 
United  States,  assumed,  as  incident  to  their  office,  the  power  to  dispose  of  this 
territory  ;  and  for  this  purpose,  to  divide  the  same  into  distinct  states,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  temporary  government  of  the  inhabitants  thereof,  and  for  their 
ultimate  admission  as  new  states  into  the  federal  union. 

The  ordinance  for  these  purposes,  which  was  passed  by  congress  in  1787, 
contains  certain  articles,  which  are  called  "  Articles  of  compact  between  the 
original  states  and  the  people  and  states  within  the  said  territory,  forever  to  re- 
main unalterable  unless  by  common  consent."  The  sixth  of  those  unalterable 
articles  provides,  "  that  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude 
in  the  said  territory." 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  supplies  the  defect  that  existed  in  the 
articles  of  confederation,  and  has  vested  congress,  as  has  been  stated,  with  am- 
ple powers  on  this  important  subject.  Accordingly  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
passed  by  the  old  congress,  was  ratified  and  confirmed  by  an  act  of  the  new 
Congress  during  the  first  session  under  the  constitution. 

The  State  of  Virginia,  which  ceded  to  the  United  States  her  claims  to  this 
territory,  consented  by  her  delegates  in  the  old  congress  to  this  ordinance — not 
only  Virginia,  but  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia,  by  the  unani- 
mous votes  of  their  delegates  in  the  old  congress,  approved  of  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  by  which  slavery  is  forever  abolished  in  the  territory  north-west  of  the 
river  Ohio.  Without  the  votes  of  these  states,  the  ordinance  could  not  have 
passed  ;  and  there  is  no  recollection  of  an  opposition  from  any  of  these  states 
to  the  act  of  confirmation,  passed  under  the  actual  constitution.  Slavery  had 
long  been  established  in  these  states — the  evil  was  felt  in  their  institutions, 
laws,  and  habits,  and  could  not  easily  or  at  once  be  abolished.  But  these  votes, 
so  honorable  to  these  states,  satisfactorily  demonstrate  their  unwillingness  to 
permit  the  extension  of  slavery  into  the  new  states  which  might  be  admitted  by 
congress  into  the  Union. 

The  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  on  the  north-west  of  the  river 
Ohio,  have  been  admitted  by  congress  into  the  Union  on  the  condition  and 
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conformably  to  the  article  of  compact,  contained  in  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and 
by  which  it  is  declared  that  there  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servi- 
tude in  any  of  the  said  states. 

Although  congress  possesses  the  power  of  making  the  exclusion  of  slavery  a 
part  or  condition  of  the  act  admitting  a  new  state  into  the  Union,  they  may,  in 
special  cases,  and  for  sufficient  reasons,  forbear  to  exercise  this  .power.  Thus 
Kentucky  and  Vermont  were  admitted  as  new  states  into  the  Union  without 
making  the  abolition  of  slavery  the  condition  of  their  admission.  In  Vermont 
slavery  never  existed,  her  laws  excluding  the  same.  Kentucky  was  formed  out 
of,  and  settled  by  Virginia,  and  the  inhabitants  of  Kentucky,  equally  with  those 
of  Virginia,  by  fair  interpretation  of  the  constitution,  were  exempt  from  all 
such  interference  of  congress  as  might  disturb  or  impair  the  security  of  their 
property  in  slaves.  The  western  territory  of  North  Carolina  and  Georgia  hav- 
ing been  partially  granted  and  settled  under  the  authority  of  these  states  before 
the  cession  thereof  to  the  United  States,  and  these  states  being  original  parties 
to  the  constitution  which  recognises  the  existence  of  slavery,  no  measure  re- 
straining slavery  could  be  applied  by  congress  to  this  territory.  But  to  remove 
all  doubt  on  this  head,  it  was  made  a  condition  of  the  cession  of  this  territory  to 
the  United  States  that  the  ordinance  of  1787,  except  the  sixth  article  thereof, 
respecting  slavery,  should  be  applied  to  the  same  ;  and  that  the  sixth  article 
should  not  be  so  applied.  Accordingly  the  states  of  Tennessee,  Mississippi, 
and  Alabama,  comprehending  the  territorj'  ceded  to  the  United  States  by 
North  Carolina  and  Georgia,  have  been  admitted  as  new  states  into  the  Union, 
without  a  provision  by  which  slavery  shall  be  excluded  from  the  same.  Ac- 
cording to  this  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  congress  in  the  admission  of  new 
states  into  the  Union,  of  the  eight  new  states  within  the  original  limits  of  the 
United  States,  four  have  been  admitted  without  an  article  excluding  slavery  ; 
three  have  been  admitted  on  the  condition  that  slavery  should  be  excluded  ;  and 
one  admitted  without  such  condition.  In  the  few  first  cases,  congress  were  re- 
strained from  exercising  the  power  to  exclude  slavery  ;  in  the  next  three,  they 
exercised  this  power  ;  and  in  the  last,  it  was  unnecessary  to  do  so,  slavery  being 
excluded  by  the  state  constitution. 

The  province  of  Louisiana,  soon  after  its  cession  to  the  United  States,  was 
divided  into  two  territories,  comprehending  such  parts  thereof  as  were  con- 
tiguous to  the  river  Mississippi,  being  the  only  parts  of  the  province  that  were 
inhabited.  The  foreign  language,  laws,  customs  and  manners  of  the  inhabit- 
ants required  the  immediate  and  cautious  attention  of  congress,  which,  instead 
of  extending,  in  the  first  instance,  to  these  territories  the  ordinance  of  1787, 
ordained  special  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  same.  These  regula- 
tions were  from  time  to  time  revised  and  altered,  as  observation  and  experience 
showed  to  be  expedient,  and  as  was  deemed  most  likely  to  encourage  and  pro- 
mote those  changes  which  would  soonest  qualify  the  inhabitants  for  self-govern- 
ment and  admission  into  the  Union.  When  the  United  States  took  possession 
of  the  province  of  Louisiana  in  1S04,  it  was  estimated  to  contain*  50,000  white 

*  This  estimate  was  too  high,  as  by  the  census  of  1810  the  whole  province  was  found  to 
contain  only  97,000  inhabitants,  viz.:  51,000  whites,  37,000  slaves,  and  8,000  free  persons  of  color. 
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inhabitants,  forty  thousand  slaves,  ami  two  thousand  free  persons  of  color. 
More  than  four-fifths  of  the  whites  and  all  the  slaves,  except  about  thirteen 
hundred,  inhabited  New  Orleans  and  the  adjacent  territory  ;  the  residue,  con- 
sisting of  less  than  ten  thousand  whites  and  about  thirteen  hundred  slaves, 
were  dispersed  throughout  the  country  now  included  in  the  Arkansas  and  Mis- 
souri territories.  The  greater  part  of  the  thirteen  hundred  slaves  were  in  the 
Missouri  territory,  some  of  them  having  been  removed  thither  from  the  old 
French  settlements  on  the  east  side  of  the  Mississippi,  after  the  passing  of  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  by  which  slavery  in  those  settlements  was  abolished. 

In  tSi2,  the  territory  of  New  Orleans,  to  which  the  ordinance  of  1787,  with 
the  exception  of  certain  parts  thereof,  had  been  previously  extended,  was  per- 
mitted by  congress  to  form  a  constitution  and  state  government,  and  admitted 
as  a  new  state  into  the  Union,  by  the  name  of  Louisiana.  The  acts  of  con- 
gress for  these  purposes,  in  addition  to  sundry  important  provisions  respecting 
rivers  and  public  lands,  which  are  declared  to  be  irrevocable  unless  by  common 
consent,  annex  other  terms  and  conditions,  whereby  it  is  established,  not  only 
that  the  constitution  of  Louisiana  should  be  republican,  but  that  it  should  con- 
tain the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religious  libeity,  that  it  should  se- 
cure to  the  citizens  the  trial  by  jury  in  all  criminal  cases,  and  the  privilege  of 
the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  according  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  ; 
and  after  its  admission  into  the  Union,  that  the  laws  which  Louisiana  might 
pass  should  be  promulgated,  its  records  of  every  description  preserved,  and 
its  judicial  and  legislative  proceedings  conducted  in  the  language  in  which  the 
laws  and  judicial  proceedings  of  the  United  States  are  published  and  conducted  ! 

Guards  so  friendly  to  the  rights  of  the  citizens,  and  restraints  on  the  state 
sovereignty  so  material  to  the  gradual  confirmation  and  security  of  their  liberties, 
demonstrate  the  extensive  and  paternal  power  of  congress  ;  power,  the  wise 
exercise  of  which,  on  this  occasion,  is  not  confined  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
new  state,  but  reaches  and  protects  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  all  the  states. 
The  habits  of  the  people  and  the  number  of  slaves  by  whom  the  labor  of  the 
territory  of  New  Orleans  was  performed,  were  doubtless  the  reason  for  the 
omission  of  an  article  in  the  act  of  admission  by  which  slavery  should  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  new  state. 

Having  annexed  these  new  and  extraordinary  conditions  to  the  act  for  the 
admission  of  Louisiana  into  the  Union,  congress  may,  if  they  shall  deem  it  ex- 
pedient, annex  the  like  conditions  to  the  act  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  ; 
and  moreover,  as  in  the  case  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  provided  by  an 
article  for  that  purpose,  that  slavery  shall  not  exist  within  the  same. 

Admitting  this  construction  of  the  constitution,  it  is  alleged  that  the  power 
by  which  congress  excluded  slavery  from  the  states  north-west  of  the  river 
Ohio  is  suspended  in  respect  to  the  state  that  may  be  formed  in  the  province 
of  Louisiana.  The  article  of  the  treaty  referred  to  declares :  "  That  the  in- 
habitants of  the  territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  Union  of  the  United 
States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the 
federal  constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  rights,  advantages,  and  immuni- 
ties of  citizens  of  the   United  States  ;  and  in  the  mean  time,  they  shall  be 
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maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property,  and 
the  religion  which  they  profess." 

Although  there  is  a  want  of  precision  in  the  article,  its  scope  and  meaning 
cannot  be  misunderstood.  It  constitutes  a  stipulation,  by  which  the  United 
States  engage  that  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  should  be  formed  into  a  state 
or  states,  and  as  soon  as  the  provisions  of  the  constitution  permit,  that  they 
should  be  admitted  as  new  states  into  the  Union  on  the  footing  of  the  other 
states  ;  and  before  such  admission,  and  during  their  territorial  government, 
that  they  should  be  maintained  and  protected  by  congress  in  the  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  religion.  The  first  clause  of  this  stipulation  will 
be  executed  by  the  admission  of  Missouri  as  a  new  state  into  the  Union, 
as  such  admission  will  impart  to  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri  "all  the  rights, 
advantages  and  immunities  "  which  citizens  of  the  United  States  derive  from  the 
constitution  thereof;  these  rights  rnay  be  denominated  federal  rights,  are  uni- 
form throughout  the  Union,  and  are  common  to  all  its  citizens.  But  the  rights 
derived  from  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  states,  which  maybe  denominated 
state  rights,  in  many  particulars  differ  from  each  other.  Thus  while  the  federal 
rights  of  the  citizens  of  Massachusetts  and  Virginia  are  the  same,  their  state 
rights  are  dissimilar,  and  different,  slavery  being  forbidden  in  one,  and  per- 
mitted in  the  other  state.  This  difference  arises  out  of  the  constitutions  and 
laws  of  the  two  states,  in  the  same  inanner  as  the  difference  in  the  rights  of  the 
citizens  of  these  states  to  vote  for  representatives  in  congress  arises  out  of  the 
state  laws  and  constitution.  In  Massachusetts  every  person  of  lawful  age,  and 
possessing  property  of  any  sort  of  the  value  of  two  hundred  dollars,  may  vote 
for  representatives  to  congress.  In  Virginia  no  person  can  vote  for  representa- 
tives to  congress  unless  he  be  a  freeholder.  As  the  admission  of  a  new  state 
into  the  Union  confers  upon  its  citizens  only  the  rights  denominated  federal, 
and  as  these  are  common  to  the  citizens  of  all  the  states,  as  well  as  those  in 
which  slavery  is  prohibited,  as  of  those  in  which  it  is  allowed,  it  follows  that 
the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  Missouri  will  not  impair  the  federal  rights  of  its 
citizens,  and  that  such  prohibition  is  not  restrained  by  the  clause  of  the  treaty 
which  has  been  cited. 

I  The  remaining  clause  of  the  article  is  expressly  confined  to  the  period  of  the 
territorial  government  of  Missouri,  to  the  time  between  the  first  occupation  of 
ithe  country  by  the  United  States  and  its  admission  as  a  new  state  into  the 
lUnion.  Whatever  may  be  its  import,  it  has  no  reference  nor  application  to  the 
terms  of  the  admission,  or  to  the  condition  of  Missouri  after  it  shall  have  been 
admitted  into  the  Union.  The  clause  is  but  the  common  formula  of  treaties, 
by  which  inhabited  territories  are  passed  from  one  sovereign  to  another  ;  its 
object  is  to  secure  such  inhabitants  the  permanent  or  temporary  enjoyment  of 
their  former  liberties,  property  and  religion  ;  leaving  to  the  new  sovereign  full 
power  to  make  such  regulations  respecting  the  same  as  may  be  thought  expe- 
dient, provided  these  regulations  be  not  incompatible  with  the  stipulated 
security. 

What  were  the  liberties  under  the  French  government,  the  enjoyment  of 
which  under  ours  called  for  protection,  we  are  unable  to  explain  ;  as  the  United 
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States  have  no  power  to  prevent  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  Catholic  religion,  no 
sti]>iilation  aj;ainst  their  interference  to  disturb  it  could  be  necessary  ;  and  the 
only  part  of  the  clause  whose  object  can  be  readily  understood  is  that  relative 
to  "  property." 

1  As  all  nations  do  not  permit  slavery,  the  term  property,  in  its  common  and 
amiversal  meaning,  does  not  include  or  describe  slaves.  In  treaties  therefore 
between  nations,  and  especially  in  those  of  the  United  States,  whenever  stipu- 
lations respecting  slaves  were  to  be  made,  the  words,  "negroes"  or  "slaves" 
have  been  employed,  and  the  ommission  of  these  words  in  this  clause,  increases 
the  uncertainty  whether,  by  the  term  property,  slaves  were  intended  to  be  in- 
cluded. But  admitting  that  such  was  the  intention  of  the  parties,  the  stipula- 
tion is  not  only  temporary,  but  extends  no  farther  than  to  the  property  actually 
possessed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Missouri  when  it  was  first  occupied  by  the 
United  States.  Property  since  acquired  by  them,  and  property  acquired  or 
possessed  by  the  new  inhabitants  of  Missouri,  has  in  each  case  been  acquired 
under  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  not  during  and  under  the  laws  of  the 
province  of  Louisiana.  Should  therefore  the  future  introduction  of  slaves  into 
Missouri  be  forbidden,  the  feelings  of  the  citizens  would  soon  become  recon- 
ciled to  their  exclusion,  and  the  inconsiderable  number  of  slaves  owned  by  the 
inhabitants  at  the  date  of  the  cession  of  Louisiana  would  be  emancipated  or 
sent  for  sale  into  states  where  slavery  exists. 

It  is  further  objected,  that  the  article  of  the  act  of  admission  into  the  Union, 
by  which  slavery  should  be  excluded  from  Missouri,  would  be  nugatory,  as  the 
new  state,  in  virtue  of  the  sovereignty,  would  be  at  liberty  to  revoke  its  con- 
'sent,  and  annul  the  article  by  which  slavery  is  excluded. 

Such  revocation  would  be  contrary  to  the  obligations  of  good  faith,  which 
enjoins  the  observance  of  our  engagements  ;  it  would  be  repugnant  to  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  government  itself  is  founded  ;  sovereignty  in  every  lawful  gov- 
ernment is  a  limited  power,  and  can  do  only  what  is  lawful  to  do — sovereigns, 
like  individuals,  are  bound  by  their  engagements,  and  have  no  moral  power  to 
break  them.  Treaties  between  nations  repose  on  this  principle.  If  the  new 
state  can  revoke  and  annul  an  article  concluded  between  itself  and  the  United 
States,  by  which  slavery  is  excluded  from  it,  it  may  revoke  and  annul  any  other 
article  of  the  compact ;  it  may  for  example  annul  the  article  respecting  public 
lands,  and  in  virtue  of  its  sovereignty,  assume  the  right  to  tax  and  to  sell  the 
lands  of  the  United  States. 

There  is  yet  a  more  satisfactory  answer  to  this  objection.  The  judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  is  co-extensive  with  their  legislative  power,  and 
every  question  arising  under  the  constitution  or  laws  of  the  United  States  is 
cognizable  by  the  judiciary  thereof.  Should  the  new  state  rescind  any  of  the 
articles  of  compact  contained  in  the  act  of  admission  into  the  Union,  that  for 
example  by  which  slavery  is  excluded,  and  should  pass  a  law  authorizing  slavery, 
the  judiciary  of  the  United  States,  on  proper  application,  would  immediately 
deliver  from  bondage,  any  person  detained  as  a  slave  in  said  state.  And  in  like 
manner  in  all  instances  affecting  individuals,  the  judiciary  might  be  employed  to 
defeat  every  attempt  to  violate  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States.l 
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If  Congress  possesses  the  power  to  exclude  slavery  from  Missouri,  it  still  re- 
mains to  be  shown  that  they  ought  to  do  so.  The  examination  of  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  for  obvious  reasons,  is  attended  with  peculiar  difficulty,  and  cannot 
be  made  without  passing  over  arguments  which  to  some  of  us  might  appear  to 
be  decisive,  but  the  use  of  which,  in  this  place,  would  call  up  feelings,  the  in- 
fluence of  which  would  disturb,  if  not  defeat,  the  impartial  consideration  of  the 
subject.; 

Slavery  unhappily  exists  within  the  United  States.  Enlightened  men  in  the 
states  where  it  is  permitted,  and  every  where,  out  of  them,  regret  its  existence 
among  us,  and  seek  for  the  means  of  limiting  and  of  mitigating  it.  The  first 
introduction  of  slaves  is  not  imputable  to  the  present  generation,  nor  even  to 
their  ancestors.  Before  the  year  1642,  the  trade  and  ports  of  the  colonies  were 
open  to  foreigners  equally  as  those  of  the  mother  country,  and  as  early  as 
1620,  a  few  years  only  after  the  planting  of  the  colony  of  Virginia,  and  the  same 
year  in  which  the  first  settlement  was  made  in  the  old  colony  of  Plymouth,  a 
cargo  of  negroes  was  brought  into,  and  sold  as  slaves  in  Virginia  by  a  foreign 
ship.*  From  this  beginning  the  importation  of  slaves  was  continued  for  nearly 
two  centuries.  To  her  honor,  Virginia,  while  a  colony,  opposed  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves,  and  was  the  first  state  to  prohibit  the  same,  by  a  law  passed  for 
this  purpose  in  1778,  thirty  years  before  the  general  prohibition  enacted  by 
congress  in  180S.  The  laws  and  customs  of  the  states  in  which  slavery  has 
existed  for  so  long  a  period,  must  have  had  their  influence  on  the  opinions  and 
habits  of  the  citizens,  which  ought  not  to  be  disregarded  on  the  present 
occasion. 

Omitting  therefore  the  arguments  which  might  be  urged,  and  which  by  all  of 
us  might  be  deemed  conclusive,  were  this  an  original  question,- the  reasons 
which  shall  be  offered  in  favor  of  the  interposition  of  the  power  of  congress  to 
exclude  slavery  from  Missouri,  shall  be  only  such  as  respect  the  common  de- 
fence, the  general  welfare,  and  that  wise  administration  of  the  government, 
which,  as  far  as  possible,  may  produce  the  impartial  distribution  of  benefits  and 
burdens  throughout  the  Union. 

By  the  articles  of  confederation  the  common  treasury  was  to  be  supplied  by 
the  several  states,  according  to  the  value  of  the  lands,  with  the  houses  and  im- 
provements thereon,  within  the  respective  states.  From  the  difficulty  in  mak- 
ing this  valuation,  the  old  congress  were  unable  to  apportion  the  requisitions 
for  the  supply  of  the  general  treasury,  and  were  obliged  to  propose  to  the  states 
an  alteration  of  the  articles  of  confederation,  by  which  the  whole  number  of 
free  persons,  with  three-fifths  of  the  slaves  contained  in  the  respective  states, 
should  become  the  rule  of  such  apportionment  of  the  taxes.  A  majority  of  the 
states  approved  of  this  alteration,  but  some  of  them  disagreed  to  the  same  ;  and 
for  want  of  a  practicable  rule  of  apportionment,  the  whole  of  the  requisi- 
tions of  taxes  made  by  congress  during  the  revolutionury  war,  and  afterv.-ards, 
up  to  the  establishment  of  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  were  merely 
provisional,  and  subject  to  the  revision  and  correction  as  soon  as  such  rules 
should  be  adopted.     The  several  states  were  credited  for  their  supplies,  and 

*  Stith's  History  of  Virginia. 
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charged  for  the  advances  made  to  them  by  congress  ;  l)ut  no  settlement  of  their 
accounts  could  be  made  for  the  want  of  a  rule  of  appointment,  until  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  constitution. 

Wlien  the  general  convention  that  formed  the  constitution  took  this  subject 
into  their  consideration,  the  whole  questicm  was  once  more  examined,  and  while 
it  was  agreed  that  all  contributions  to  the  common  treasury  sh(nild  be  made 
according  to  the  ability  of  the  several  states,  to  furnish  the  same,  tiie  old  diffi- 
culty recurred  in  agreeing  upon  a  rule  whereby  such  ability  should  be  ascer- 
tained, there  being  no  simple  standard  by  which  the  ability  of  individuals  to 
pay  taxes,  can  be  ascertained.  A  diversity  in  the  selection  of  taxes  has  been 
deemed  requisite  to  their  equalization  :  between  communities,  this  difficulty  is 
less  considerable,  and  although  the  rule  of  relative  numbers  would  not  accurately 
measure  the  relative  wealth  of  nations,  in  states,  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
United  States,  whose  institutions,  laws  and  employments  are  so  much  alike, 
the  rule  of  number  is  probably  as  nearly  equal  as  any  other  simple  and  prac- 
tical rule  can  be  expected  to  be,  (though  between  the  old  and  new  states  its 
equity  is  defective,)  these  considerations,  added  to  the  approbation  which  had 
already  been  given  to  the  rule,  by  a  majority  of  the  states,  induced  the  con- 
vention to  agree,  that  direct  taxes  should  be  apportioned  among  the  states, 
according  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  and  three-fifths  of  the  slaves 
which  they  might  respectively  contain. 

jllie  rule  for  the  apportionment  of  taxes  is  not  necessarily  the  most  equitable 
rule  for  the  apportionment  of  representatives  among  the  states  ;!  property  must 
not  be  disregarded  in  the  composition  of  the  first  rule,  but  frequently  is  over- 
looked iu  the  establishment  of  the  second.  A  rule  which  might  be  approved  in 
respect  to  taxes,  would  be  disapproved  in  respect  to  representatives  :  one  indi- 
vidual possessing  twice  as  much  property  as  another,  might  be  required  to  pay 
double  the  taxes  of  such  other  ;  but  no  man  has  two  votes  to  another's  one  ; 
rich  or  poor,  each  has  but  a  single  vote  in  the  choice  of  representatives. 

In  the  dispute  between  England  and  the  colonies,  the  latter  denied  the  right 
of  the  former  to  tax  them,  because  they  were  not  represented  in  the  English 
parliament.  They  contended  that  according  to  the  law  of  the  land,  taxation 
and  representation  were  inseparable.  The  rule  of  taxation  being  agreed  upon 
by  the  convention,  it  is  possible  that  the  maxim  with  which  we  successfully  op- 
posed the  claim  of  England,  may  have  had  an  influence  in  procuring  the  adop- 
tion of  the  same  rule  for  the  apportionment  of  representatives  ;  the  true  meaning, 
however,  of  this  principle  of  the  English  constitution  is,  that  a  colony  or  district 
is  not  to  be  taxed  which  is  not  represented  ;  not  that  its  number  of  representa- 
tives shall  be  ascertained  by  its  quota  of  taxes.  ;If  three-fifths  of  the  slaves  are 
virtually  represented,  or  their  owners  obtain  a  disproportionate  power  in  legisla- 
tion, and  in  the  appointment  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  why  should 
not  other  property  be  virtually  represented,  and  its  owners  obtain  a  like  power 
in  legislation,  and  the  choice  of  the  President?  :  Property  is  not  confined  to 
slaves,  but  exists  in  houses,  stores,  ships,  capital  in  trade,  and  manufactures. 
jTo  secure  to  the  owner  of  property  in  slaves  greater  political  power  than  is  al- 
Uowed  to  the  owners  of  other  and  equivalent  property,  seems  to  be  contrary  to 
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our  theory  of  the  equality  of  personal  rights,  inasmuch  as  the  citizens  of  some 
states  thereby  become  entitled  to  other  and  greater  political  power  than  the 
citizens  of  other  states.  The  present  House  of  Representatives  consists  of  181 
members,  which  are  apportioned  among  the  states  in  a  ratio  of  one  representa- 
tive for  every  thirty-five  thousand  federal  numbers,  which  are  ascertained  by 
adding  to  the  whole  number  of  free  persons,  three-fifths  of  the  slaves.  Accord- 
ing to  the  last  census,  the  whole  number  of  slaves  within  the  United  States  was 
1,191,364,  which  entitle  the  states  possessing  the  same,  to  twenty  representa- 
tives, and  twenty  presidential  electors  more  than  they  would  be  entitled  to,  were 
the  slaves  excluded.  By  the  last  census,  Virginia  contained  582,104  free  per- 
sons, and  392,518  slaves.  In  any  of  the  states  where  slavery  is  excluded, 
582,104  free  persons  would  be  entitled  to  elect  only  sixteen  representatives  ; 
while  in  Virginia,  582,104  free  persons,  by  the  addition  of  three-fifths  of  her 
slaves,  becomes  entitled  to  elect,  and  do,  in  fact  elect,  twenty-three  representa- 
tives, being  seven  additional  ones  on  account  of  her  slaves.  Thus  while 
35,000  free  persons  are  requisite  to  elect  one  representative  in  a  state  where 
slavery  is  prohibited,  25,559  free  persons  in  Virginia  may  and  do  elect  a  repre- 
sentative— so  that  five  free  persons  in  Virginia  have  as  much  power  in  the 
choice  of  representatives  to  Congress,  and  in  the  appointment  of  presidential 
electors,  as  seven  free  persons  in  any  of  the  states  in  which  slavery  does  not 
exist,  j 

This  inequality  in  the  appointment  of  representatives  was  not  misunderstood 
at  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  ;  but  as  no  one  anticipated  the  fact  that  the 
whole  of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States  would  be  derived  from  indirect  taxes' 
(which  cannot  be  supposed  to  spread  themselves  over  the  several  states  accord- 
ing to  the  rule  for  the  apportionment  of  direct  taxes),  but  it  was  believed  that 
a  part  of  the  contribution  to  the  common  treasury  would  be  apportioned  among 
the  states  by  the  rule  for  the  apportionment  of  representatives  —  the  states  in 
which  slavery  is  prohibited,  ultimately,  though  with  reluctance,  acquiesced  in 
the  disproportionate  number  of  representatives  and  electors  that  was  secured  to 
the  slave-holding  states.  The  concession  was,  at  the  time,  believed  to  be  a 
great  one,  and  has  proved  to  have  been  the  greatest  which  was  made  to  secure 
the  adoption  of  the  constitution. 

Great,  however,  as  this  concession  was,  it  was  de!inite,  and  its  full  extent  was 
comprehended.  It  was  a  settlement  between  the  original  thirteen  states.  The 
considerations  arising  out  of  their  actual  condition,  their  past  connection,  and 
the  obligation  which  all  felt  to  promote  a  reformation  in  the  federal  govern- 
ment, were  peculiar  to  the  time  and  to  the  parties  ;  and  are  not  applicable  to 
the  new  states  which  congress  may  now  be  willing  to  admit  into  the  Union. 

The  equality  of  rights,  whicli  includes  an  equality  of  burdens,  is  a  vital  prin- 
ciple in  our  theory  of  government,  and  its  jealous  preservation  is  the  best 
security  of  public  and  individual  freedom  ;  the  departure  from  this  principle  in 
the  disproportionate  power  and  influence  allowed  to  the  slave-holding  states, 
was  a  necessary  sacrifice  to  the  establishm.ent  of  the  constitution.  The  effect 
of  this  concession  has  been  obvious  in  the  preponderance  which  it  has  given  to 
the  slave-holding  states,  over  the  other  states.      Nevertheless,  it  is  an  ancient 
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settlement,  aiul  faitli  and  lionor  stand  pledged  not  to  disturb  it.  But  jthe  exten- 
sion of  this  disproportionate  power  to  the  new  states  would  be  unjust  and 
odious.  The  states  whose  power  would  be  abridged,  and  whose  burdens  would 
be  increased  by  the  measure,  cannot  be  expected  to  consent  to  it  ;  and  we  may 
hope  that  the  other  states  are  too  magnanimous  to  insist  on  it. 

The  existence  of  slavery  impairs  the  industry  and  the  power  of  a  nation  ;  and 
it  does  so  in  proportion  to  the  multiplication  of  its  slaves.  Where  the  manual 
labour  of  a  country  is  performed  by  slaves,  labour  dishonours  the  hands  of 
freemen. 

If  her  labourers  are  slaves,  Missouri  may  be  able  to  pay  money  taxes,  but 
will  be  unable  to  raise  soldiers,  or  to  recruit  seamen,  and  experience  seems  to 
have  proved  that  manufacturers  do  not  prosper  where  the  artificers  are  slaves. 
In  case  of  foreign  war,  or  domestic  insurrection,  misfortunes  from  which  no 
states  are  exempt,  and  against  which  all  should  be  reasonably  prepared,  slaves 
not  only  do  not  add  to,  but  diminish  the  faculty  of  self-defence  ;  instead  of  in- 
creasing the  public  strength,  they  lessen  it,  by  the  whole  number  of  free  per- 
sons, whose  place  they  occupy,  increased  by  the  number  of  freemen  that  may 
be  employed  as  guards  over  them. 

The  motives  for  the  admission  of  new  states  into  the  Union  are  the  exten- 
sion of  the  principles  of  our  free  government,  the  equalizing  of  the  public 
burdens,  and  the  consolidation  of  the  power  of  the  confederated  nation.  Un- 
less these  objects  be  promoted  by  the  admission  of  new  states,  no  such  admis- 
sion can  be  expedient  or  justified. 

The  states  in  which  slavery  already  exists  are  contiguous  to  each  other  ;  they 
are  also  the  portion  of  the  United  States  nearest  to  the  European  colonies  in 
the  West  Indies  ;  colonies  whose  future  condition  can  hardly  be  regarded  as 
problematical.  If  Missouri  and  the  other  states  that  may  be  formed  to  the 
west  of  the  river  Mississippi,  are  permitted  to  introduce  and  establish  slavery, 
the  repose,  if  not  the  security  of  the  Union  may  be  endangered  ;  all  the  states 
south  of  the  river  Ohio  and  west  of  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  will  be  peopled 
with  slaves,  and  the  establishment  of  new  states  west  of  the  river  Mississippi 
will  serve  to  extend  slavery  instead  of  freedom  over  that  boundless  region. 

Such  increase  of  the  states,  whatever  other  interest  it  may  promote,  will  be 
sure  to  add  nothing  to  the  security  of  the  public  liberties,  and  can  hardly  fail 
hereafter  to  require  and  produce  a  change  in  our  government. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  slavery  be  excluded  from  Missouri,  and  the  other  new 
states  which  may  be  formed  in  this  quarter,  not  only  will  the  slave  markets  be 
broken  up,  and  the  principles  of  freedom  be  extended  and  strengthened,  but  an 
exposed  and  important  frontier  will  present  a  barrier,  which  will  check  and  keep 
back  foreign  assailants,  who  may  be  as  brave,  and,  as  we  hope,  will  be  as  free 
as  ourselves.  Surrounded  in  this  manner  by  connected  bodies  of  freemen,  the 
.states  where  slavery  is  allowed  will  be  made  more  secure  against  domestic 
insurrection,  and  less  liable  to  be  affected  by  what  may  take  place  in  the  neigh- 
boring colonies. 

It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  that  the  first  and  main  object  of  the  negotiation 
which   led  to  the   acquisition  of    Louisiana,   was  the  free  navigation  of   the 
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Mississippi,  a  river  that  forms  the  sole  passage  from  the  western  states  to  the 
ocean.  This  navigation,  although  of  general  benefit,  has  been  always  valued  and 
desired,  as  of  peculiar  advantage  to  the  western  states  ;  whose  demands  to 
obtain  it,  were  neither  equivocal  nor  unreasonable.  But  with  the  river  Missis- 
sippi, by  a  sort  of  coercion,  we  acquired  by  good  or  ill  fortune,  as  our  future 
measures  shall  determine,  the  whole  province  of  Louisiana.  As  this  acquisition 
was  made  at  the  common  expense,  it  is  very  fairly  urged  that  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  it  should  also  be  common.  This  it  is  said  will  not  happen,  if 
slavery  be  excluded  from  Missouri,  as  the  citizens  of  states  where  slavery  is 
permitted,  will  be  shut  out,  and  none  but  citizens  of  states  where  slavery  is 
prohibited,  can  become  inhabitants  of  Missouri. 

But  this  consequence  will  not  arise  from  the  proposed  exclusion  of  slavery. 
The  citizens  of  states,  in  which  slavery  is  allowed,  like  all  other  citizens,  will 
be  free  to  become  inhabitants  of  the  Missouri,  in  like  manner  as  they  have 
become  inhabitants  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  in  which  slavery  is  forbidden. 
fThe  exclusion  of  slaves  from  Missouri,  will  not  therefore  operate  unequally 
I  among  the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  The  constitution  provides  "  that  the 
citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  entitled  to  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  immunities  of 
citizens  of  the  several  states  "  ;  every  citizen  may,  therefore,  remove  from  one 
to  another  state,  and  there  enjoy  the  rights  and  immunities  of  its  citizens.  The 
proposed  provision  excludes  slaves,  not  citizens,  whose  rights  it  will  not,  and 
cannot  impair. 

Besides,  there  is  nothing  new  or  peculiar  in  a  provision  for  the  exclusion  of 
slavery  ;  it  has  been  established  in  the  states  north-v>fest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
and  has  existed  from  the  beginning  in  the  old  slates  where  slavery  is  for- 
bidden. The  citizens  of  states  where  slavery  is  allowed,  may  become 
inhabitants  of  Missouri,  but  cannot  hold  slaves  there,  nor  in  any  other  state 
where  slavery  is  prohibited.  As  well  might  the  laws  prohibiting  slavery  in 
the  old  states  become  the  subject  of  complaint,  as  the  proposed  exclusion  of 
slavery  in  Missouri  ;  but  there  is  no  foundation  for  such  complaint  in  either 
case,  'lit  is  further  urged,  that  the  admission  of  slaves  into  Missouri  would  be 
limited  to  the  slaves  who  are  already  within  the  United  States  ;  that  their  health 
and  comfort  would  be  promoted  by  their  dispersion,  and  that  their  numbers 
would  be  the  same  whether  they  remain  confined  to  the  states  where  slavery 
exists,  or  are  dispersed  over  the  new  states  that  may  be  admitted  into  the  Union. 
That  none  but  domestic  slaves  would  be  introduced  into  Missouri,  and  the 
other  new  and  frontier  states,  is  most  fully  disproved  by  the  thousands  of  fresh 
slaves,  which,  in  violation  of  our  laws,  are  annually  imported  into  Alabama, 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi. 

We  may  renew  our  efforts,  and  enact  new  laws  with  heavier  penalties,  against 
the  importation  of  slaves  :  the  revenue  cutters  may  more  diligently  watch  our 
shores,  and  the  naval  force  may  be  employed  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  and  on  the 
ocean,  to  break  up  the  slave  trade — but  these  means  will  not  put  an  end  to  it ; 
so  long  as  markets  are  open  for  the  purchase  of  slaves  so  long  they  will  be  sup- 
plied ;  and  so  long  as  we  permit  the  existence  of  slavery  in  our  new  and 
frontier  states,  so  long  slave  markets  will    exist.     The   plea   of    humanity  is 
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equally  inadmissible  ;  since  no  one  who  has  ever  witnessed  the  experiment,  will 
believe,  that  the  condition  of  slaves  is  made  better  by  the  breaking  up,  and 
separation  of  their  families,  nor  by  their  removal  from  the  old  states  to  the  new 
ones  ;  and  the  objection  to  the  provision  of  the  bill,  excluding  slavery  from 
Missouri,  is  equally  ajiplicable  to  the  like  proliibitions  of  the  old  states:  these 
should  be  revoked  in  order  that  the  slaves  now  confined  to  certain  states,  may, 
for  their  health,  and  comfort,  and  multiplication,  be  spread  over  the  whole 
Union. 

That  the  condition  of  slaves  within  the  United  States  has  been  improved, 
and  the  rigours  of  slavery  mitigated,  by  the  establishment  and  progress  of  our 
free  governments,  is  a  fact  that  imparts  consolation  to  all  who  have  taken  pains 
to  inquire  concerning  it.  The  disproportionate  increase  of  free  persons  of 
colour,  can  be  explained  only  by  the  supposition  that  the  practice  of  emancipa- 
tion is  gaining  ground  ;  a  practice  which  there  is  reason  to  believe  would 
become  more  general,  if  a  plan  could  be  devised  by  which  the  comfort  and 
morals  of  the  emancipated  slaves  could  be  satisfactorily  provided  for  ;  for  it  is 
not  to  be  doubted  that  the  public  opinion  everywhere,  and  especially  in  the 
oldest  state  of  the  Union,  is  less  favorable  than  formerly  to  the  existence  of 
slavery.  Generous  and  enlightened  men  in  the  states  where  slavery  exists, 
have  discovered  much  solicitude  on  the  subject :  a  desire  has  been  manifested 
that  emancipation  might  be  encouraged  by  the  establishment  of  a  place,  or 
colony,  without  the  United  States,  to  which  free  persons  of  colour  might  be 
removed  :  and  great  efforts  for  that  purpose  are  making,  with  a  corresponding 
anxiety  for  their  success.  These  persons,  enlightened  and  humane  as  they  are 
known  to  be,  surely  will  be  unwilling  to  promote  the  removal  of  the  slaves 
from  the  old  states,  to  the  new  ones  ;  where  their  comforts  will  not  be  multi- 
plied, and  where  their  fetters  may  be  riveted  forever. 

Slavery  cannot  exist  in  Missouri  without  the  consent  of  Congress  ;  the  question 
may  therefore  be  considered,  in  certain  lights,  as  a  new  one,  it  being  the  first 
instance  in  which  an  inquiry  respecting  slavery,  in  a  case  so  free  from  the 
influence  of  the  ancient  laws,  and  usages,  and  manners  of  the  country,  has 
come  before  the  Senate. 

The  territory  of  Missouri  is  beyond  our  ancient  limits,  and  the  inquiry 
whether  slavery  shall  exist  there,  is  open  to  many  of  the  arguments  that  might 
be  employed,  had  slavery  never  existed  within  the  United  States.  It  is  a 
iquestion  of  no  ordinary  importance.  Freedom  and  slavery  are  the  parties 
jwhich  stand  this  day  before  the  Senate  :  and  upon  its  decision  the  empire  of  the 
one  or  the  other  will  be  established  in  the  new  state  which  we  are  about  to 
admit  into  the  Union. 

If  slavery  by  permitted  in  Missouri,  with  the  climate,  and  soil,  and  in  the 
circumstance  of  this  territory,  what  hope  can  be  entertained  that  it  will  ever 
be  prohibited  in  any  of  the  new  states  that  will  be  formed  of  the  immense 
region  west  of  the  Mississippi?  Will  the  co-extensive  establishment  of  slavery 
and  of  new  states  throughout  this  region,  lessen  the  danger  of  domestic  insur- 
rection, or  of  foreign  aggression  ?  Will  this  manner  of  executing  the  great 
trust  of  admitting  new  states  into  the  Union,   contribute  to  assimilate  our 
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manners  and  usages,  to  increase  our  mutual  affection  and  confidence,  and  to  estab- 
lish that  equality  of  benefits  and  burdens  which  constitutes  the  true  basis  of  our 
strength  and  union?  Will  the  militia  of  the  nation,  which  must  furnish  our 
soldiers  and  seamen,  increase  as  slaves  increase  ?  Will  the  actual  disproportion 
in  the  military  service  of  the  nation,  be  thereby  diminished  ?  a  disproportion 
that  will  be,  as  it  has  been,  readily  borne,  as  between  the  original  states,  be- 
cause it  arises  out  of  their  compact  of  union,  but  which  may  become  a  badge  of 
inferiority,  if  required  for  the  protection  of  those  who  being  free  to  choose, 
persist  in  the  establishment  of  maxims,  the  inevitable  effect  of  which,  will  de- 
prive them  of  the  power  to  contribute  to  the  common  defence,  and  even  of  the 
ability  to  protect  themselves.  There  are  limits  within  which  our  federal  system 
must  stop  ;  no  one  has  supposed  that  it  could  be  indefinitely  extended  —  we  are 
now  about  to  pass  our  original  boundary  ;  if  this  can  be  done  without  affecting 
the  principles  of  our  free  governments,  it  can  be  accomplished  only  by  the  most 
vigilant  attention  to  plant,  cherish  and  sustain  the  principles  of  liberty  in  the 
new  states  that  may  be  formed  beyond  our  ancient  limits  :  with  our  utmost 
caution  in  this  respect,  it  may  be  justly  apprehended  that  the  general  govern- 
ment must  be  made  stronger  as  we  become  more  extended. 

But,  if  instead  of  freedom,  slavery  is  to  prevail  and  spread,  as  we  extend  our 
dominion,  can  any  reflecting  man  fail  to  see  the  necessity  of  giving  to  the 
general  government,  greater  powers  to  enable  it  to  afford  the  protection  that  will 
be  demanded  of  it ;  powers  that  will  be  difficult  to  control,  and  which  may 
prove  fatal  to  the  public  liberties  ? 


APPENDIX  V. 

ON  THE  MOTION  OF  MR.  MILLS,  THAT  THE  SEVERAL 
AMENDMENTS  BEFORE  THE  SENATE,  RESPECTING  THE 
ELECTION  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES, 
BE   INDEFINITELY   POSTPONED. 

In  Senate,  March  18,  1824. 

Mr.  KING,  of  New  York,  observed,  that  the  excitement  respecting  the  next 
election,  had  become  such  among  the  people,  and  in  Congress,  who  had  been, 
for  the  two  last  years,  much  occupied  about  it,  that  the  sober  and  impartial 
examination  of  the  very  important  subject  of  amendments  of  the  Constitution, 
cannot  be  now  expected.  The  amendments  should,  therefore,  be  postponed  to 
a  period  when  the  Senate  may  hope  for  a  more  temperate  and  rational  examina- 
tion of  them  than  at  the  present  time  can  take  place. 

Without  entering  into  any  examination  of  the  proposed  amendments,  he  should 
vote  for  their  postponement,  not  only  for  the  reasons  which  he  had  assigned, 
but  for  another,  and,  as  he  thought,  a  still  more  important  consideration  ;  in 
referring  to  which,  he  must  request  that  he  might  not  be  supposed  in  want  of  re- 
spect for,  or  to  claim  authority  over,  the  opinions  of  any  member  of  the  Senate. 
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\Vf  all  stand  here  as  e(inals,  and  it  was  for  this  cause,  after  the  expression  of  his 
deference  to  the  riyhts  of  others,  lie  hoped,  without  offence,  that  he  might  exer- 
cise his  own  rights.  He  should,  therefore,  proceed,  after  touching  on  certain 
fundamental  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  or  bond  of  union,  of  the  United 
States,  constituting  what  he  called  the  true  balance  of  power  to  our  political 
system,  todraw  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  a  new,  extraordinary,  self-created, 
central  power,  stronger  than  the  power  of  the  Constitution,  which  has  risen  up, 
at  the  seat  of  government  :  a  power  which  has  assumed  the  direction  and  con- 
trol of  the  fundamental  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  relative  to  the  election  of 
the  President.  In  attempting  to  reform  the  Constitution,  it  is  not  only  necessary 
correctly  to  understand  its  established  and  well-considered  regulations,  but  to 
make  inquiry  concerning  the  manner  in  which  these  regulations  have  been 
observed,  and  the  advantages  or  disadvantages  which  are  found  by  experience  to 
proceed  from  the  observance  of  or  departure  from  the  established  provisions  of 
the  compact,  by  which,  under  the  guarantee  of  all  to  each,  the  States  expected 
to  remain  separate,  co-equal  and  sovereign  republics. 

It  is,  therefore,  expedient,  on  a  motion  for  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
proposed  amendments  of  the  Constitution,  in  whatever  light  we  may  have 
hitherto  regarded  them,  to  allude  to,  to  designate,  and  call  upon  the  Senate  to 
examine,  the  nature,  tendency  and  danger,  of  this  new  and  extraordinary 
power,  which  has  risen  up  and  established  itself,  at  the  very  Seat  of  Government ; 
which  has  already  assumed  authority  unknown  to  the  Constitution,  and  threatens 
to  overturn  the  balance  of  power — proceeding  from  its  division  and  distribution 
between  the  States  and  United  States. 

We  all  know  that  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  the  fundamental 
act  of  the  union  of  the  States,  defining  the  power  yielded  by  each  state  to  the 
United  States,  establishing  the  reciprocal  rights  and  duties  of  the  states  and  of 
the  United  States,  and,  in  respect  to  the  latter,  determining  the  manner  in  which 
their  authority  shall  be  exercised. 

The  authority  of  the  United  States  is  divided  into  three  great  departments,  and 
the  manner  of  appointing  the  members  of  each  department  is  equally  funda- 
mental as  their  division,  and  necessarily  excludes  every  other  manner  of  division 
or  appointment. 

The  dangers  to  which  experience  had  shewn  that  the  election  of  Executive 
Chiefs  are  liable  ;  dangers  which  had  led  other  nations  to  prefer  hereditary  to 
elective  Executives,  were,  without  doubt,  well  considered  by  the  members  of  the 
general  Convention,  who,  nevertheless,  did  indulge  the  hope,  by  apportioning, 
limiting  and  confining  the  electors  within  their  respective  states,  and  by  the 
guarded  manner  of  giving  and  transmitting  the  ballots  of  the  electors  to  the  seat 
of  government,  that  intrigue,  combination,  and  corruption,  would  be  effectually 
shut  out,  and  a  free  and  pure  election  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  made 
perpetual. 

At  an  early  day,  however,  and  on  the  first  and  only  difficulty  which  has  ever 
occurred  in  the  manner  of  electing  the  President,  an  alteration  of  the  constitu- 
tion was  made  by  the  states.  This  alteration,  which  now  forms  the  Constitution 
upon  the  subject,  while  it  may  prevent  what,  at  the  moment,  was  believed  by  a 
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majority  of  the  states  to  be  a  mischief,  which  was  feared  only,  as  it  never 
happened,  has  unfortunately  left  the  United  States  unprotected  against  present 
and  future  evils  of  greater  magnitude,  against  which  the  primitive  provision 
would  have  proved  an  adequate  security. 

The  excitement  of  that  period,  proceeding  from  causes  not  likely  again  to 
have  happened,  admonishes  us  against  future  alterations  at  periods  of  agita- 
tion, and  dissuades  from  proposing  further  alteration  at  this  time. 

Here  follows  a  statement  of  the  existing  provisions  by  which 
the  President  and  Vice-President  shall  be  elected,  especial  atten- 
tion being  directed  to  the  clause  which  requires  that  the  Electors 
"  shall  meet  in  their  respective  states,  and  vote  by  ballot,"  &c.,  &c. 

Such  are  the  actual  provisions  of  the  Constitution  respecting  the  election  of 
the  President.  The  Constitution  itself,  as  we  are  informed  by  the  report  of  the 
Convention,  to  the  old  Congress,  was  the  result  of  a  spirit  of  amity  and  of  mu- 
tual deference  and  concession  —  greater  powers  were  surrendered  to  the  United 
States  by  the  large  states  than  by  the  small  ones,  because  their  numbers  and 
resources  were  greater. 

The  House  of  Representatives  is  composed  on  the  basis  of  the  numbers  of 
the  respective  states,  the  small  states  here  yielding  to  the  large  ones,  and  the 
Senate  is  composed  on  the  basis  of  the  equality  of  states,  the  large  states  here, 
in  turn,  deferring  to  the  small  ones.  The  Executive  is  chosen  by  neither  rule, 
but  by  the  influence  of  both  rules  united  ;  it  is  well  known  that  the  small  states 
would  not  have  consented  to  the  choice  by  electors,  a  mode  favorable  to  the 
large  states,  but  upon  the  consent  of  the  large  states,  on  the  failure  of  the  choice 
of  the  President  by  the  electors  on  the  first  trial,  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives voting  by  states,  the  representation  from  each  state  having  one  vote,  shall 
choose  the  President,  not  from  those  they  deem  the  most  worthy,  but  from  the 
persons  having  the  highest  numbers,  not  exceeding  three,  on  the  list  of  those 
voted  for  by  the  electors,  thereby  restricting  the  choice  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives to  the  three  highest  candidates  nominated  by  the  large  states.  To 
this  adjustment,  which  was  brought  about  by  compromise  between  the  states, 
no  objections  were  made  at  the  period  when  the  Constitution  was  afterwards 
under  the  discussion  of  the  several  states.  Though  great  difficulties  occurred  in 
the  debates  of  the  State  Conventions  on  other  portions  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  no  opposition  appeared  to  the  provisions  of  the  Constitution  re- 
specting the  manner  of  electing  the  President — and  no  such  objection  occurred 
until  the  fourth  election  of  the  President,  which  was  made  by  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives ;  since  that  period,  five  presidential  elections  have  taken  place,  and, 
in  eight  of  the  nine  elections,  the  President  has  been  chosen  by  the  electors  ; 
the  fourth  election  is  the  only  instance  in  which,  the  President  not  being  chosen 
by  the  electors,  the  election  devolved  on  the  House  of  Representatives.  The 
compromise,  on  the  subject  of  the  presidential  election,  which  has  been  always 
binding  in  honor  and  good  faith,  seems  of  late  to  have  been  forgotten  ;  and  dis- 
satisfaction and  complaint  have  appeared  at  the  Seat  of  Government  in  Virginia, 

VOL.  VI. — 45. 
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New  York,  and  other  states,  that  the  influence  of  the  great  states  was  unreason- 
ably impaired  by  the  provision  of  the  Constitution,  that,  after  the  failure  to 
choose  the  President  by  the  Electors,  the  election  should  devolve  upon  the 
House  of  Representatives,  although  the  House  of  Representatives  is  restricted 
to  the  choice  of  the  President  from  three  Candidates,  nominated  by  the  Elect- 
ors, a  majority  of  whom  are  appointed  by  the  large  states.  Hence  it  has  hap- 
pened, from  year  to  year,  that  attempts  have  been  made  by  certain  states  to 
alter  the  Constitution  on  the  subject  of  the  Presidential  election,  notwithstand- 
ing this  election  is  matter  of  compromise  and  compact  between  the  states,  with- 
out which,  no  constitution  or  union  could  have  been  formed.  Hitherto  these 
attempts  have  all  failed,  and,  since  the  addition  of  so  many  new  states,  the 
probability  of  any  alteration  of  the  Constitution  is  much  diminished  ;  but,  while 
the  chance  of  any  regular  alteration  is  lessened,  the  dangers  of  the  Constitution 
are  much  increased.  The  formidable  central  power,  which  has  appeared  at  the 
seat  of  government,  which  is  neither  deputed  from,  nor  apportioned  by  any  es- 
tablished rule  among  the  states,  but  proceeding  from  a  self  created  body,  un- 
known to  the  Constitution  —  a  body  which  acknowledges  no  law  founded  upon 
common  and  equal  rights,  knows  no  superior,  and  which  reaches,  and  is  system- 
atically combined  with  affiliated  bodies  at  the  seats  of  government  of  the  great 
states — a  body  that  already  constitutes  a  power,  greater  than  the  power  of  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  assuming  the  right  to  nominate  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  expects,  by  the  assistance  and  increase  of  their  distant  as- 
sociates, and  the  discipline  and  popularity  of  their  leaders,  to  elect  the  President 
in  violation  of  the  manner  prescribed  and  established  by  the  Constitution. 

The  central  pozuer  at  the  seat  of  government  is  at  present  composed  of  a 
select  number  of  the  members  of  Congress  who,  from  their  official  station,  have 
access  to,  and  intercourse  with,  the  foreign  ambassadors,  as,  likewise,  with  the 
great  officers  of  the  government,  and,  by  aid  of  the  Post  Office,  and  the  public 
Press,  communicate  with  their  associates  throughout  the  country.     Such  a  body 
are  capable  of  having,  and  actually  do  possess,  great  influence  in  every  part  of 
the  Union.     They  are  under  no  restrictions  as  to  the  number  and  condition  or 
residence  of  their  members ;  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  should  they  con- 
sent, may  be  added  to  this  central  junto,  an  addition  which  would  increase  their 
respectability  and  influence  ;  they  might  proceed  further,  and  the  Heads  of  the 
Executive  Departments  might  be  requested  to  become  members  of  the  central 
junto  ;  should  they  also  unite  with  them,  their  influence  would  be  still  further 
increased.     Should  perilous  times  occur,  and  men  of  unchastened  ambition  be- 
come the  President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  they  would  employ 
this  central  power  to  fill  the  two  Houses  of  Congress  with  their  favorites,  and, 
by  their  co-operation  with  the  Governors  and  popular  clubs  at  the  seats  of  the 
state  governments,  be  able  to  effect  in  our  own  free  country  changes  which 
might  utterly  subvert  our  beautiful  scheme  of  government.     Should  this  central 
posver,  extending  to  all  portions  of  the  Union,  be  able,  by  the  co-operation  of 
its  associates,  to  discredit  and  supersede  the  separate  powers  of  the  states  in 
the  choice  of  President,  it  would  afterwards  find  less  difficulty  in  effecting 
the  consolidation  of  the  Executive  power  of  the  United  States,  which,  by  the 
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Constitation,  proceeds  from,  rests  upon  and  is  bound  to  defend,  the  separate 
authority  of  the  respective  states.  This  done,  the  reform  will  not  stop  at  the 
consolidation  of  the  Executive  power  of  the  United  States,  ruinous  as  that 
measure  may  prove  ;  but  will  extend  to  the  legislative  department,  and,  difficult 
as  the  attempt  may  seem,  endeavor  to  abolish  the  equality  of  the  states  in  the 
Senate.  This  alteration  may,  in  the  commencement,  be  a  mere  recommenda- 
tion, like  the  conge  d^ elire  or  nomination  of  the  President  by  the  central  power 
at  the  seat  of  government ;  but,  recommendations  often  repeated,  will,  in  time, 
become  imperative  commands,  and  to  this  end  it  will  be  urged  that,  by  these 
means,  our  plan  6f  government  will  become  more  economical,  more  simple, 
more  magnificent,  and  less  liable  to  change  from  occasional  popular  excitement. 
We  may  have  one  Chief  Magistrate,  instead  of  25  —  one  Legislature  of  300 
members,  instead  of  25  legislatures  of  three  or  four  thousand  members  —  one 
Judiciary,  instead  of  a  thousand,  supported  by  lawyers,  whose  numbers  would 
form  an  army  —  and  instead  of  an  irregular  choice  of  the  President  by  the  pres- 
ent mode,  we  may  have  one  unbroken  succession  of  Presidents,  from  a  consistent 
and  perpetual  body,  whose  plans  of  policy  and  pretensions  to  power  had  been 
settled  by  uninterrupted  and  secret  deliberations. 

These  changes  may  not  occur,  and  our  best  security  that  they  will  not,  de- 
pends upon  the  patient,  firm,  and  constant  adherence  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution.  The  compact  between  the  states  has  already  received  the  sanction 
of  one  generation  ;  the  alteration  which  it  suffered,  during  this  period,  may, 
perhaps,  by  common  consent,  hereafter  be  itself  altered,  and  the  Constitution 
restored  to  its  primitive  form  ;  the  changes  which  happened  in  the  government 
of  Holland,  in  the  Italian  Republics,  and  the  progressive  steps  by  which  elect- 
ive magistrates  have  elsewhere  become  hereditary,  should  induce  us  to  adhere 
with  decision  and  fidelity  to  the  checks  and  securities  which  our  Constitution 
has  provided  for  the  preservation  of  our  representative  system  of  government, 
balanced  as  it  is  by  the  division  of  power  between  states,  unequal  in  territory, 
numbers,  and  wealth,  and  between  them  and  the  United  States. 

The  successful  attempts  to  alter  the  Constitution,  originating  in  most  instances 
in  the  belief,  that  the  proposed  amendments  would  be  positive  improvements, 
although  they  have  failed,  have,  nevertheless,  not  only  disturbed  the  repose  of 
Congress,  but  weakened  the  stability  of  the  Constitution. 

While  the  subject  was  under  debate  in  the  general  and  state  conventions, 
every  article  and  provision  thereof  was  open  to  free  examination.  In  those 
discussions  difficult  questions  arose  upon  the  division  of  the  powers  between  the 
states,  and  between  them  and  the  United  States  ;  and  particularly  in  determin- 
ing the  manner  in  which  the  powers  of  the  last  should  be  exercised.  On  this 
subject,  the  journals  of  the  General  Convention  show  that  the  deputies  from 
the  great  states  desired  an  influence  proportionate  to  their  greater  numbers  and 
resources  ;  while  those  from  the  small  states  shewed  an  equal  or  greater  solici- 
tude to  preserve,  as  far  as  possible,  the  influence  of  equal  sovereigns,  which 
they  enjoyed  under  the  confederation,  and  in  fact  possessed  in  the  formation  of 
the  Constitution  itself.  The  Constitution,  therefore,  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a 
compact  expressive  of  the  liberality  and  prudent  policy  of  the  states,  and  its 
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apparent  inequalities  constitute  a  peculiar  system  of  balances,  derived  from 
permanent  natural  differences  among  the  states,  which  is  believed  to  be  superior 
to  any  artificial  establishment  or  political  charter,  heretofore  devised.  The 
unceasing  struggle  between  the  natural  superiority  of  the  great  states,  and  the 
self  love  and  spirit  of  equality  of  the  small  states,  (which  will  endure  so  long  as 
their  freedom  shall  exist)  constitutes  an  equipoise  of  unceasing  efficacy  in  the 
maintenance  and  preservation  of  our  political  system.  This  system  is  able  to 
maintain  and  preserve  our  envied  freedom,  if  it  fortunately  has  influence  suffi- 
cient to  create  in  the  hearts  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  that  afifection 
and  fidelity  without  which  no  plans  of  freedom  ever  have  succeeded,  or  can 
succeed. 

It  is  demanded  that  any  member  of  the  Senate  would  point  out  an  article  or 
clause  of  the  Constitution  which  authorizes,  or  gives  the  slightest  encouragement 
to,  measures  of  any  sort,  by  which  a  concentration  of  the  votes  for  the  Presi- 
dent may  be  effected,  previously  to  the  choice  of  electors  in  the  several  states. 
If  no  such  authority  can  be  shown,  and  Mr.  K.  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  none 
could  be  pointed  out,  it  may  be  fairly  inferred,  from  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution, and  the  power  of  Congress  to  give  effect  to  those  provisions,  respect- 
ing the  times  of  appointing  the  electors,  the  time,  manner  and  places  where, 
they  must  assemble  and  give  their  votes,  within  their  respective  states,  not  only 
that  no  such  authority  exists,  but  the  precise  and  definite  regulations  which 
restrict  and  confine,  within  the  respective  states,  the  initiatory  process  in  the 
election  of  the  President,  exclude  every  other  and  different  manner  of  beginning 
the  election,  and,  connected  with  the  prohibition  of  Members  of  Congress  and 
persons  holding  offices  under  the  United  States  from  becoming  electors,  demon- 
strate the  illegality  and  dangerous  tendency  of  a  central  power,  at  the  seat  of 
the  general  government,  combining  to  nominate  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  eight  months  before  his  election.  Members  of  Congress  belonging  to 
this  central  power,  and,  moreover,  possessing  great  talents,  learning  and  ex- 
perience, will  obtain  an  influence  with  the  executive  departments  which  must 
impair  the  just  influence  of  others,  not  possessing  the  same  authority.  With 
these  discriminations,  such  members,  received  with  distinction  by  foreign  am- 
bassadors, and  necessarily  holding,  under  circumstances  of  favor,  intercourse 
with  the  chief  officers  of  the  government,  w  ill  form  connections,  and  establish 
regular  intercourse  with  persons  of  like  talents  and  learning  in  the  several  states, 
and,  in  a  special  manner,  at  the  seats  of  government  of  the  principal  states  — 
these  distinguished  men  becoming  the  Illuininati  of  our  country,  and  being 
regulated  by  a  sort  of  freemasonry,  the  sign  and  pass  word  of  which  will,  at 
once,  place  the  initiated  in  full  confidence  and  communion  with  each  other,  in 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  Such  combinations  secure  to  the  members  of  the  central 
power  influence  and  advantages  in  the  making  of  laws,  as  well  as  in  the  procuring 
of  appointments  of  every  sort,  and,  above  all,  in  promoting  the  election  of  such 
candidate  for  the  Presidency  as  they  may  select  and  nominate.  The  members 
of  the  central  power  will,  under  such  circumstances,  devote  more  of  their  time, 
during  the  sessions  immediately  preceding  an  election,  in  arranging,  combining, 
and  extending  the  means  to  effect  the  election  of  their  candidate,  than  will  be 
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bestowed  on  the  ordinary  and  regular  business  of  Congress  ;  and,  instead  of 
doing  the  business  that  they  were  deputed  to  perform,  they  will  be  engaged  in 
other  duties  which  interfere  with  them. 

The  course  of  events,  during  the  last  winter,  may  have  already  led  near 
observers  to  suspect  a  connection  existing  between  a  central  power  of  this 
description,  at  the  seat  of  the  general  government,  and  the  legislatures  of 
Georgia,  North  Carolina,  Virginia  and  New  York,  and  perhaps  of  other  states. 

It  is  supposing  men  to  be  blind  to  the  influence  and  results  of  former  ex- 
amples of  this  nature,  that  have  appeared  in  other  times  and  countries,  to 
believe  that  individuals,  distinguished  by  talents  and  experience,  aided  by 
skilful  associates,  especially  at  the  seats  of  the  state  governments,  will  be  easily 
defeated,  or  be  likely  to  fail  in  the  accomplishment  of  their  purpose. 

Rome,  in  former  times,  was  the  seat  of  a  great  central  power,  which  reached 
to  her  remotest  provinces,  and  the  life,  liberty  and  property  of  the  citizens 
were  every  where  held  at  the  mercy  of  this  power.  Paris,  in  our  own  time,  has 
also  been  the  seat  of  a  great  central  power,  which  extended  over  all  parts  of 
France,  and,  acting  upon  the  people  in  all  their  towns  and  villages,  punished 
opposition  to  its  mandates,  and  whatsoever  were  deemed  errors  in  political 
opinion,  with  confiscation  of  property,  and  loss  of  life. 

These  remarks  are  not  to  be  answered  by  a  reference  to  the  practice  of  the 
State  Legislatures.  Conferences  and  meetings  among  the  members  of  those 
local  bodies,  to  agree  upon  measures  in  reference  to  state  policy,  are  not  liable 
to  the  same  objections.  Their  influence  is  less  powerful,  and  they  operate 
within  more  limited  spheres,  and  the  members  are  more  responsible  for  their 
political  acts,  as  v.ell  by  the  greater  frequency  of  state  elections,  as  by  the  scene 
of  their  political  operations  being  nearer  to  the  supervision  and  inspection  of 
their  constituents.  Neither  are  there  the  same  constitutional  objections  arising 
from  the  inequalities  of  the  states  and  from  our  federative  and  balanced  system 
of  government. 

It  was  to  protect  the  people  of  the  states  from  this  great  central  power  that, 
instead  of  concentrating  power  in  one  place,  the  Constitution  has  provided  for 
the  division  and  distribution  of  it  throughout  and  among  the  states.  By  adher- 
ing to  this  division  and  distribution  of  power,  though  we  find  our  government 
less  simple,  more  expensive  and  less  magnificent,  we  may  rationally  hope  to 
preserve  our  political  integrity,  and  to  perpetuate  our  liberties. 

There  are  apparent  defects  in  our  Constitution.  We  have  nevertheless,  in- 
creased and  prospered  under  it.  If  these  defects  were  cured,  the  very  means 
which  should  effect  the  cure  may  introduce,  as  has  happened,  other  and  greater 
defects,  especially  when  these  alterations  are  made  in  the  midst  of  political 
excitement,  and  without  opportunity  of  regarding  all  the  evils  connected  with 
the  remedial  amendments. 

All  that  is  the  work  of  man,  is  like  him,  imperfect.  We  probably  enjoy  a 
greater  portion  of  freedom  and  happiness  than  falls  to  the  lot  of  other  nations  ; 
and,  because  we  desire  yet  more,  we  must  be  careful  not  to  lose  what  we  have, 
by  hasty  and  partial  alterations  in  our  plan  of  government.  He  would,  there- 
fore, prefer  to  adhere,  for  the  present,  to  the  Constitution  as  it  is,  in  hopes  that 
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adequate  means  may  l)e  devised  to  suppress  this  great  and  alarming  central 
power,  which  is  now  oppressing  the  Constitution  itself,  by  controlling  and 
uperseding  its  wise  and  well  considered  provisi  ^ns. 


APPENDIX  VI. 

Mr.  T.  n.  Benton,  referring  to  the  retirement  of  Mr.  King  from  the  Senate 
in  1825,  after  a  warm  commendation  for  his  conduct  in  the  War  of  1812,  writes  : 

"  Like  Mr  Macon  &  John  Taylor  of  N.  C.  Mr  King  had  his  individuality 
of  character  manners  and  dress,  but  of  different  types  ;  they  of  plain  country 
gentlemen,  and  he  a  high  model  of  courtly  relinement  He  always  appeared  in 
the  Senate  in  full  dress  ;  short  clothes,  silk  stockings  and  shoes,  and  was  habitu- 
ally observant  of  all  the  courtesies  of  life.  His  colleague  in  the  Senate  during 
the  chief  time  that  I  saw  him  there  was  Mr  Van  Buren  :  and  it  was  singular  to 
see  a  great  State  represented  in  the  Senate  at  the  same  time,  by  the  chiefs  of  op- 
posite political  parties  ;  Mr  Van  Buren  was  much  the  younger  and  it  was  de- 
lightful to  behold  the  deferential  regard  which  he  paid  to  his  older  colleague 
always  returned  with  marked  kindness  and  respect. 

"  I  felt  it  to  be  a  privilege  to  serve  in  the  Senate  with  three  such  Senators  as 
Mr  King  Mr  Macon  and  Mr  John  Taylor  of  North  Carolina  and  was  anxious 
to  improve  such  an  opportunity  as  a  means  of  benefit  to  myself.  .  .  .  With 
Mr  King  it  required  a  little  system  of  advance  on  my  part,  which  I  had  time  to 
make,  and  which  the  urbanity  of  his  manner  rendered  easy.  He  became  kind 
to  me  ;  readily  supplied  me  with  information  from  his  own  vast  stores,  allowed 
me  to  consult  him  and  assisted  me  in  the  business  of  the  State  (of  whose  admis- 
sion he  had  been  the  great  opponent)  whenever  I  could  satisfy  him  it  was  right 
even  down  to  the  small  bills  which  were  entirely  local  or  merely  individual. 

"  More,  he  gave  me  a  proof  of  real  regard  and  in  that  most  difficult  of  all 
friendly  offices  —  admonition,  counselling  against  a  fault ;  one  instance  of  which 
was  so  marked  and  so  agreeable  to  me  (reproof  as  it  was)  that  I  immediately 
wrote  down  the  very  words  of  it  in  a  letter  to  Mrs  Benton  and  now  copy  it  both 
to  do  honor  to  an  aged  Senator  who  could  thus  act  a  '  father's '  part  toward 
a  young  one  and  because  I  am  proud  of  the  words  he  used  to  me.  The  letter 
says  '  Yesterday  (May  20th  1824)  we  carried  $70,000  for  improving  the  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Ohio  ;  I  made  a  good  speech  but  no  part  of  it 
will  be  published.  I  spoke  in  reply  and  with  force  and  animation.  When  it 
was  over  Mr  King  of  N.  Y.  came  and  sat  down  in  a  chair  by  me  and  took  hold 
of  my  hand  and  said  '  he  would  speak  to  me  as  a  father  —  that  I  had  great 
powers,  and  that  he  felt  a  sincere  pleasure  in  seeing  me  advance  and  rise  in  the 
world,  and  that  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  warning  me  against  an  effect  of  my 
temperament  when  heated  by  opposition  ;  that  under  these  circumstances  I  took 
an  authoritative  manner  and  a  look  and  tone  of  defiance  which  sat  ill  upon  the 
older  members;  and  advised  me  to  moderate  my  manner.'  This  was  real 
friendship,  enhanced  by  the  kindness  of  manner,  and  had  its  eflect.  I  sup- 
pressed that  speech  through  compliment  to  him,  and  have  studied  moderation 
ever  since. 


APPENDIX.  711 

' '  In  one  of  our  conversations,  and  upon  the  formation  of  the  constitution  of  1787, 
he  said  some  things  to  me,  which  I  think  ought  to  be  remembered  by  future  gen- 
erations to  enable  them  to  appreciate  justly  those  founders  of  our  government 
who  were  in  favor  of  a  stronger  organization  than  was  adopted.  He  said  '  You 
young  men  who  have  been  born  since  the  Revolution  look  with  horror  upon  the 
name  of  a  king  and  upon  all  propositions  for  a  strong  government.  It  was  not  so 
with  us  who  were  born  subjects  of  a  King  and  were  accustomed  to  subscribe 
ourselves  "  His  Majesty's  most  faithful  subjects  "  ;  and  we  began  the  quarrel 
which  ended  in  the  Revolution  not  against  the  King  but  against  his  parlia- 
ment ;  and  in  making  this  new  government  many  propositions  were  submitted 
which  would  not  bear  discussion  and  ought  not  to  be  quoted  against  their  au- 
thors, being  offered  for  consideration  and  to  bring  out  opinions,  and  which 
though  behind  the  opinions  of  this  day  were  in  advance  of  those  of  that  day. 
These  things  were  said  chiefly  in  relation  to  General  Hamilton,  who  had  sub- 
mitted propositions  stronger  than  those  adopted,  but  nothing  like  those  which 
Party  Spirit  attributed  to  him.'  " 
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The  King  Mansion,  which  is  represented  in  the  frontispiece  to 
this  volume,  was  built  in  the  last  century,  but  was  much  enlarged 
by  Mr.  King  after  he  removed  to  it  in  1806.  An  account  of  it 
and  its  surroundings  was  written  by  his  son,  Charles  King,  and 
published  in  Homes  of  American  Statesmen,  in  1869,  p.  355, 
with  an  interesting  sketch  of  his  father's  life  and  work.  It  omits, 
however,  to  mention  the  noble  horse-chestnut  trees  on  each  side 
of  it,  which  were  large  trees  at  the  time  it  became  the  residence 
of  Mr,  King,  and  still  in  perfect  health  adorn  it.  The  red  oak, 
whose  acorn  was  planted  by  Mr.  King  in  18 to,  is  in  perfect  con- 
dition and  now  a  splendid  tree. 

It  having  become  necessary  to  dispose  of  the  property  some  two 
years  back,  the  authorities  of  the  town  of  Jamaica,  sustained  by  a 
vote  of  the  people,  bought  the  ground,  about  ten  acres,  in  the  mid- 
dle of  which  stands  the  house  with  its  fine  trees  and  shrubbery, 
for  a  public  park,  to  be  called  "  King  Park,"  and  kept  as  such. 
Since  the  consolidation  of  Jamaica  with  New  York,  the  Park 
Commission  have  decided  that  "  the  colonial  dwelling  should  be 
preserved  as  a  typical  Long  Island  homestead  of  the  most  dignified 
class,"  the  older  portion  certainly  dating  back  to  colonial  times. 

Three  generations  of  the  King  family  have  dwelt  in  this  house, 
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and  cared  for  it  and  its  surroundings,  and  now  it  will  be  protected 
as  a  memorial  of  Rufus  King,  by  those  who  know  and  appreciate 
his  eminent  services  to  his  country,  and  of  his  eldest  son,  John 
AIsop  King,  and  his  family. 
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Bank  of  the  United  States,  i.  395- 
397,   399-403.   405-407,   425,    426, 

486,  496-500,  508,  513,  540,  541 ; 

iv.  470,  471  ;  V.  434-440,  458  and 
note  ;  vi.  7-10,  16,  17,  22,  38,  39, 
86,  109,  no,  133-136.  150,  170, 
17T,  177,  178,  182,  183,  189,  190, 
193,    195-201,   204-206,    219,  380, 

454,  455 
Banks,  lack  of  specie  in,  v.  400-403, 

412-415 
Banks,  Sir  Joseph,  to  King,  ii.  205 
Barbary  States,  i.  92,  102,   103,   135, 

173,  182,  212 
Barbour,  James,  vi.   25,26.     Letter  to 

Clay,  645 
Barbour,  Jn.,  to  King,  vi.  158 
Baring  and  Company,  bankers  for  the 

United  States  in  England,  iv.  219, 

223,  224,  247 
Baring,  Sir  Francis,  to  King,  iv.  384  ; 

V.  99.  155,  171 
Barlow  letter,  ii.  467 
Bathurst,  Lord,  to  King,  vi.  628 
Bayard,   Samuel,  American   agent  in 

England,  ii.  133,  177,  204,  205 
Benson,  Egbert,  to  King,  i.   506  ;  ii. 

2  ;  vi.  449 
Berlin,  Decree  of,  v.  108,   log,  113- 

121,    138-142,    221,   227-238,    253, 

254 
Bexley,  Lord,  to  King,  vi.  627 
Bingham,  William,  to   King,  ii.   112, 

199,    298,   331,    425,    481  ;  iii.    92, 

204,  284 
Bird,   Savage  and   Bird,   bankers  for 

the   United  States  in   England,    iv. 

H4-116,    128,    129;    their   failure, 

217,  2ig,  222.     Letter  to  King,  iii. 
478 

Bleecker,  H.,  to  King,  v.  506 
Blount,   William,    his    conspiracy  for 

English  acquisition  of  Louisiana,  ii. 

196,  197  and  note,   209,    210,  217, 

218,  253-253 

Bogert,  C.  L,  to  King,  vi.  373 
Bonaparte,  Jerome,  iv.  325 
Bonaparte,  Napoleon,  takes  Malta,  ii, 
360  ;  in  Egypt,  battle  of  the  Nile, 


435,  436  ;  report  of  his  death,  494  ; 
retreats  from  Acre,  iii.  73  ;  his 
toast  of  amity  with  the  United 
States,  318  ;  Lord  Hawkesbury  on, 
iv.  45  ;  President  of  the  Italian  Re- 
public, 77  ;  his  power,  478  ;  v.  168  ; 
his  contest  with  Austria  on  the 
Danube,  159-161  ;  his  lack  of 
money,  244  ;  compared  to  Mettus 
Tuffetius,  4S3  ;  at  Elba,  487 
Bonnycastle,  Charles,  vi.  632-639 
Bosc,      French     representative     in 

Charleston,  ii.  339-341 
Breck,  Sam.,  to  King,  iv.  470 
Bribery,  King's  memoranda  concern- 
ing, iv.  551,  552 
Buchan,  Lord,  to  King,  iii.  186,  449 
Buenos  Ayres,  vi.  106,   108,  109,  I2r, 

127,  156,  175 
Bulfinch,  Charles,  to  King,  vi.  159 
Bunker's  Hill,  battle  of,  i.  8-10 
Burr,  Aaron,  his  opinion  to  canvassers 
in  New  York  election,  i.  412-414  ; 
candidate    for    Governor   of     New 
York,    581,   583,    584 ;    ii.    7  ;     in 
New  York  Assembly,  431,  432  ;  his 
bill    to  incorporate  the  Manhattan 
Company,    597,    598  ;    .Vice-Presi- 
dent,  iii.  290,  300.  350,    358,  362. 
363,  366,   390,  455,  459,   460,  495  ; 
iv.   103,    104,    120,    121,   340,    443, 
444  ;  his  fees  as  a  lawyer,  iii.  459  ; 
his    toast   at  Federalist     entertain- 
ment, iv.  103  ;    his  duel  with  Ham- 
ilton,   389-402  ;  his  expedition,  v. 
It 
Butler,   Pierce,  to  King,   i.    571  ;  vi. 

379 


Cabot,  George,  to  King,  i.  4S9  ;  ii.  17, 
18,  20,  24,  66,  91,  160,  169,  180, 
21  r,  290,  292,  317,  333,  353,  396, 
438,  468,  490,  536,  542,  545,  551  ; 
iii.  7,  27,  37,  lOi,  no,  113,  134,  144, 
182,  209,  249,  278,  279,  2gi,  310, 
332,  354,  356,  37S.  407.  408,  416, 
445.  457,  493,  49^,  507,  5i5  :  iv. 
II,  94,  104,  125,  181,  228,  279, 284, 

370 
Cadignan,  C,    to  King,  ii.  228,  230 
Cadiz,  blockade  of,  iii.  270,  271,  289 
Cadwalader,  L.,  to  King,  i.  494 
Calhoun,  vi.  434,  437 
Cambauld,     Richard,     vice-admiralty 

judge  in  St.  Domingo,  ii.  250,  251, 

276-278,  342,  346,  395 
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"  Camillus"  letters,  ii.  1 1-13  ;  vi.  55 
Canals,  vi.  15,  84,  97,  196,  531 
Canning,  George,  to  King,vi.  623,634, 

635.  637,    63S,   649,  652,    653,  656, 

65S,  662 
Canning,   Stratford,  his  trouble    with 

Neuville,  vi.  4317433 
Cannon  given   to  South  Carolina   by 

George   II.,  ii.  401,402,  411;  iii. 

10,  II 
Caramelli,  Hamet,  iv.  505 
Cass,  Lew.,  to  King,  vi.  392 
Castlereagh,  Lord,  v.  156,  171 
"  Cato,"  letters,  ii.  11 
Centinel,  the,  iii.  507,  508,  515 
Certificates  of   citizenship  granted  by 

consuls,  ii.  iig-122,  130-141 
Champagny,  his  letter  to  Armstrong, 

V.  89,  90,  note 
Chase,    Philander,  vi.  166,  167.     Let- 
ters to  King,  258,  362 
Chase,    Samuel,  impeachment  of,  iv. 

439-446.     Letter  to  King,  444 
Chesapeake,  the  British   outrage  on,  v. 

38,  39,  note,  40,  45,  48,  49-  5i,  54. 

56-61,  64,  65,  68,  69,  71,  77,  83,  84, 

91 
Chisholm,    John,    agent   of    Blount  s 
conspiracy,  ii.    197    and  note,   198, 
210,  217,  218,  253-25S 
Cincinnati,  vi.  23-25 
Cincinnati,  Society  of ,  i.  186;  ii.  88 
Clarkson,  M.,  to  King,  iv.  399,  404 
Clay,  Henry,  vi.   81,  82.     Letters  to 
C.   King,  644 ;  to  J.  A.  King,  647, 
671  ;  to  King,  vi.  669 
Clinton,  De  Witt,  candidate  for  Pres- 
ident,  v.     265-272,    276-284     and 
notes  ;  Hamilton's  alleged  remark 
concerning,      351  ;      defeated     for 
elector,  vi.    36  ;  Emott  on,  39-41  ; 
King  and  others  on,    102,  232,  263, 
264,    283-285,  288,  289,   291,    295- 
299,  305.    309,   314-    316-319,    321, 
327,  331.  336.    Letters  to  King,  83, 
196 
Clinton,    George,     conversation   with 
King  as  to  Senator  from  New  York, 
i.  355-357  ;  declared  elected  Gov- 
ernor of  New  York,  408-417 
Coleman,  William,  to  King,  vi.  20,  52 
Colony  trade,  iv.  261,  262,  457,  459 
Colunibia  College,  v.   162,  163,  198- 

208,  215,  2x6,  222-224 
Confederation,  Articles  of,  inadequacy 

of,  i.  57-70,  140,  199 
Congress,  powers  of,  i.  1 56-160  ;  lack 
of  attendance,  216,  221  ;  permanent 


residence  of,  219,  370-375,  3S0-385; 
puLlication  of  journals,  vi.  103, 
104  ;  bill  to  aid  survivors  of  Rev- 
olutionary army,  176,  177  and  note 
Constable,  William,  to  King,  iii.  214, 

ConsieUcition,  the,  ii.  461,  547 

Constitution,  Federal,  adopted  by  con- 
vention, i.  254,  259-261  ;  received 
by  Congress,  transmitted  to  States, 
293  ;  Massachusetts  convention  on, 
293-308,  313-319  ;  ratified  by  Mas- 
sachusetts, 319,  320  ;  State  action, 
conventions  and  ratifications,  262- 
267,  321-324,  326-338,  352,  358  ; 
amendments  to,  512,  513 

Consuls,  certificates  of  citizenship 
from,  ii.  I19-122,   139-141 

Convention  to  revise  confederation,  at 
Annapolis,  i.  142  ;  a  failure,  143, 
144,  209  ;  called  at  Philadelphia, 
143;  delegates  to,  200-203, 
206,  215,  221  ;  authorized  by  Con- 
gress, 204  ;  action  of  Massachusetts 
on,  20^,  205  ;  Washington  on,  209, 
210 ;  in  session,  229-255  ;  corre- 
spondence during  session,  220-228, 
256-258  ;  adopts  Constitution,  254, 
259-261 

Convoys,  ii.  153,  17S,  179,  296  ;  iii. 
288,  325,  488,  554,  555,  562  ;  Eng- 
lish duties  laid  to  support,  565-571 

Cooper,  William,  to  King,  i.  562 

Copenhagen,  battle  of,  iii.  430,  436, 

437 
Copper  from  England   for  American 
ships,  ii.  367,  546,  547,  566  ;  iii.  77 
Cornwallis,  Charles,  Earl  of,  supplies 
furnished  his  army  by  North  Caro- 
lina Moravians,  iii.   544  ;  anecdote 
showing    his    reason    for    entering 
American  war,  553,  554 
Corry,  Daniel,  to  King,  vi.  239,  26S 
Corunna,  battle  of,  v.  143,  144 
Counterfeit  New  York  notes,  ii.  541 
Court,   English    High,  of    Admiralty, 
delays  in,    ii.    137,   138,   409,  410. 
440,  441  ;  rulings  on  blockade  and 
French  certificates,  564,  565  ;  prac- 
tice of,  571,  572  ;  American  claims 
in,  iii.  316,  317 
Court,     English    Vice- Admiralty,    at 

Gibraltar,  abuses  in,  iii.  464-466 
Court,  English  Vice -Admiralty,  in 
Nova  Scotia,  abuses  in,  iii.  382.  385, 
403-405,  474,  475  ;  measures  to  re- 
form, 396,  427-431,  440,  441,  452- 
454.  470-472 
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Courts,  English  Vice- Admiralty,  in 
West  Inciics,  .ilmses  in,  iii.  26,  27, 
403-405,  417-419,  474.  475.  4f)0. 
491  ;  measures  to  reform,  376,  382, 
396,  400,  427-431,  440,  441.  452- 

454.  470-472 
Crowe,  James,  to  King,  iv.  414 


D 


Dale's  squadron  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, iii.  302.  4S4.  4S5.  492 

Dallas.  Alexander  J.,  his  report  of 
Genet's  threat,  i.  455-471,  477,  503- 
505,  507  ;  his  hank  plan,  v.  499 

Dalton.  Tristram,  to  King,  i.  392 

Dana,  Ira,  to  King,  i.  260 

Dandridge,  liartholomevv,  secretary  to 
King,  ii.  573 ;  to  settle  in  New 
York,  iii.  161 

Dane,  Nathan,  in  Congress,  i.  120  ; 
author  of  ordinance  of  1787,  128, 
26S-2Q2.  Letters  to  King,  67,  220, 
225,  227,  256,  2S9,  334 

D'Angely,  Regnault  de  St.  Jean,  v. 
486 

Dartmoor  prison,  v.  4S3-485  and  note 

Daschkoff,  Russian  minister,  mob  at 
his  fete,  v.  216,  217 

Dawes,  Theo.,  to  King,  vi.  154 

Dayton,  Chas.  W.,  to  J.  A.  King,  vi. 

665 
De  Beaumez,  i.  569,  571 
Decatur,  John,  vi.  380 
Decatur,    Stephen,    captures    French 

privateer,  ii.  363 
"  Decius"  letters,  ii.  11 
Delafield,  J.,  to  King,  i.  545 
Delaplaine,  Joseph,  to  King,  vi.  172 
De   Nemours,   Dupont,    ii.    367,    368 

and  note 
Denmark,   minister  from,  to    United 

States,  iii.  334.  335.  338,  339 
DePraisle,  Duverne,  ii.  387,  388,  407, 

408 
Derby,  Richard,  practical  joke  on,  vi. 

65,  66 
De  Rochefoucauld,  Liancourt,  i.  573  ; 

iii.  230,  231 
De  Silverhjehm,  George,  to  King,  iii. 

80 
De  Stael,  Mme.,  vi.  47 
Dickinson,  Philemon,  to  King,  i.  495 
Digges,  Thos.,  to  King,  ii.  253,  254 
Dinmore,  R.,  to  King,  iv.  415 
D'lvernois,  Sir  Francis,  ii.  335.     Let- 
ter to  King,  v.  273 


Dorchester,  Lord,  his  speech,  i.   524, 

558 
Drury,  Joseph,  to  King,  lii.  49.  433  ; 

iv.  130 
Duane,   editor  of  the  Aurora,   found 

guilty  of  contempt  by  the   Senate, 

iii.  284,  285  and  note 
Duer,   VV.  A.,   to   King,  v.    510;  vi. 

447.  592 
Dundas,  Henry,  to  King,  11.  396,  485, 

544  ,  .    . 

Dunmore,  Lord,  anecdote  of,  iv.  43 

Dutch  Herring  Fishery,  ii.  366 

Duties,  English  Light   and  Tonnage, 

iii.  463,  464 

Dwight,  T.,  to  King,  v.  502,  511 


East  India  Company,  ii.  244 
East  India  trade,  i.  155 
Eaton,  J.  B.,  to  King,  vi.  388 
Edwards,  Dr.    Evan,    interview  with 

King,  ii.  79-82  and  note 
Edwards,  Ninian,  vi.   565-567,    569- 

571 
Eldon,  Lord,  to  King,  111.  521 
Embargo,  v.  2,  42,  46,  63-68,  86,  88, 

100,    loi,   107,   no,  124,   125,  128, 

134,  138,  146,  149.  152 
Emery,    claim  of,    against    King,    ii. 

159,  160 
Emmet,  Thomas  Addis,  his  attack  on 

King,  v.  15-24 
Emott,  James,  to  King,  v.  472,  474  ; 

vi.  39 
Erskine,  David  IM.,  British  mmister  to 

the  United  States,  recalled,  v.  159 
Erskine,   Thomas,  to  King,  iii.  402. 

410 
Erving,    George   W.,    United    States 

consul  and  agent  at   London,  iv.  80 

and  note,  81  ;  granting  of  passports 

by,    168,     169  ;  Martinique    cases, 

ig6,  198  ;  his   conduct  toward  Mr. 

Gore,    276  ;   his   challenge   of  Mr. 

Gore,  300,  301  and  note  ;  King  on 

his   career,  v.    105  ;  his   mission  to 

Spain,  vi.  63  ;  return,  207 
Essex,  Earl  of,  to  King,  vi.  672 
Eton  College,  iii.  550 
Eustace,  General,  ii.  295 


Fauchet,  his  correspondence  with  Ran- 
dolph, ii.  25,  26 
Fawkner,  W.,  to  King,  ii.  547 
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Fenno,  John,  his  Gazeile,  i.  357,  358, 

501,  502 
Finley,  James  E.  B.,  to  King,  vi.  176 
Fisher,  James  C,   to  King,  vi.    197, 

200 
Fitch,  E.,  to  King,  iv.  538 
Florida,  iv.  4S2-493  ;  vi.  63,  64,  106, 
108,   120,   175,  207,  215,  335,  336, 
338,  339,  353,  361,  362,  384,  3S5, 
426.     See  Pensacola. 
Foster,  Augustus  J.,  British  minister 

to  United  States,  v.  240,  245,  248 
France,  debt  to,  i.  423,  424,  623,  624  ; 
how  paid,  ii.  95-97  ;  Revolution,  i. 
431-436  ;  decrees  affecting  Ameri- 
can commerce,  ii.  109,  163,  248, 
357,  453,470,472,  510;  dismisses 
United  States  minister,  167  ;  dis- 
credits passports,  175;  United 
States  embassy  to  (1797),  233, 
260-262  ;  bribe  demanded  from, 
266,  267,  285-288  ;  not  received, 
recalled,  295,  296,  302,  303  ;  pro- 
posal to  treat  with  one  member, 
308,  309  ;  despatches  published,  328, 
329  ;  bribe  disavowed  by  France, 
348,  349  ;  agents  to  America  from, 
356,  357  ;  annulling  of  treaty  with, 
361  ;  Congressional  bills  hostile  to, 
361,  362  ;  new  overtures  from,  422, 
423  ;  declares  war  against  Naples 
and  Sardinia,  495  ;  condemnations 
in  her  prize  courts  as  defence  for 
English  insurers,  531-534,  563,  564; 
iii.  187,  188,  200,  2or  ;  United 
States  embassy  to  (1799),  ii.  548, 
551,  552,  note,  570,  571,  579,  5S0  ; 
iii.  142,  143,  145,  151,  159,  165, 
214,  288,  293,  318,  551,  552  ;  anec- 
dote showing  her  ascendency  over 
Sweden,  562,  563  ;  money  from,  v. 
55  ;  Decree  of  Berlin,  82  ;  in  peace 
negotiations  between  United  States 
and  England,  125-128  ;  motives  of, 
in  Revolutionary  War,  127 
Franklin,  Benjamin,  v.  108 
Freeborn  plough,  vi.  162,  163 
Freeman,  Captain,  i.  153,  154 
Fries,  leader  of  insurrection  in  Penn- 
sylvania, his  trial,  iii.  1 7,  18 
Funding  Bill,  i.  378-388,  390-392 


Gallatin,  Albert,  elected  senator,  his 
citizenship,  i.  528-539  ;  vi.  53  ;  in- 
terview with  King,  iv.  553-556  ; 
nominated  envoy  to  Russia  to  nego- 


tiate peace  with  England,  v.  311  ; 
rejected  by  Senate,  312,  337-341. 
Letters  to  King,  iv.  247,  281,  373 

Gardenier.  Barent,  his  duel  with 
Campbell,  v.  87  and  note.  Letters 
to  King,  67  ;  vi.  166 

Genet,  Edmond  Charles,  minister  from 
France,  i.  437  ;  his  acts  hostile  to 
England,  438-454  ;  his  fitting  out 
of  the  Petit  Democrat,  his  threat  to 
appeal  to  the  people,  455-480,  492- 

495,  503-505,  507.  510,  540;  re- 
called, 478-480  ;  departure  from 
New  York,  504,  505  ;  his  marriage, 
559,  580,  581  ;  a  royalist,  his  in- 
structions, iv.  30 
George  the  Third,  Smith  on,  i.  109, 
no,  151,  152  ;  his  demeanor  after 
death  of  Washington,  iii.  202  ;  at- 
tempt on  his  life,  243,  244,  320-322; 
his  illness,  396.  398,  399,  421,  422, 
438,  472;  iv.  344,  345  ;  on  Wash- 
ington, Jay,  Gore,  iii.  545  ;  led  into 
war  with  United  States,  545,  546  ; 
and  with  France,  547  ;  on  President 
Adams'  first  speech,  549,  550 ;  his 
property,  553  ;  on  union  with  Ire- 
land, 575 ;  on  Adams'  second  em- 
bassy to  France,  579  ;  remarks  to 
King,  iv.  180  ;  at  King's  departure, 
249,  250  ;  as   to   King's  successor, 

554 

Georgia,  missing  records  of,  iii.  188, 
i8g,  211,  212,  234,  235, 258, 265 

Gerry,  Elbridge,  envoy  to  France,  ii. 
193,  233-235,  246,  287,  288  ;  dis- 
trust of,  263,  264,  278,  301,  347, 
414  ;  recalled,  295,  296  ;  remains  in 
France,  303,  308,  309,  316,  321  ; 
remonstrances  from  King,  316  ;  cor- 
respondence with  Talleyrand,  348  ; 
again  recalled,  351  and  note  ;  senti- 
ment against,  363  ;  in  Paris,  365, 
370,  371,  376,  379  ;  at  Spithead, 
sails  for  America,  384-389;  in 
America,  439  ;  Pickering  on,  459, 
469  ;  Cabot  on,  iii.  q  ;  Vice-Presi- 
dent, his  death,  v.  440,  441.  Let- 
ters to  King,  i.  55,  73,  74,  75,  81, 
83,  86,  88,  89,  95,  97,  98,  100,  loi, 
107,  109, 163,  164,  197,  198 

Giles'  resolutions  on  Hamilton,  i. 
482,  483  and  note  ;  treason  bill,  v. 

73.  75 
Gilmore,  R.,  to  King,  vi.  454 
Girard,  Stephen,  captures  of  his  ves- 
sels, iii.  397,  398 
Glass,  i.  545 
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Goldsborough,  Robert  H..  to  King, 
vi.  271,  306.  340,  468,  56S 

Goodhue,  H.,  conversation  with  Presi- 
dent Adams,  iii.  262-264.  Letter 
to  King,  ii.  124 

Gore,  Christopher,  commissioner  un- 
der 7th  Article,  ii.  32,  54,  55,  58,  84  ; 
V.  iSo ;  charge  d'  affaires  during 
absence  of  King,  iv.  159,  160  ;  acts 
for  United  States  after  King's  de- 
parture, 272-274, 293 ;  challenged  by 
Erving,  300,  301  and  note  ;  leaves 
England,  345  ;  his  proposed  con- 
nection with  Miranda's  expedition, 
433-435  ;  member  of  Committee  of 
Correspondence,  v.  loi  ;  elected 
senator.  295.  297-299  ;  resigns,  538. 
Letters  to  King,  i.  80,  13S,  155,  168, 
195,  196,  226,  261,  262,  264,  266, 
311,  323,  327,  341,  343-351.  357, 
360,  361,  363.  365-369,  385-393. 
399,  400,  403,  405,  406,  423,  436, 
482,  487,  490,  493,  508,  510,  542, 
547.  552,  555.  571-  575;  "•  3,  4,8, 
21,  22,  30,  32,  54.  58  ;  in.  90,  228, 
232,242,  250;  iv.  259,  273,  275, 
287,  290,  296,  29S,  301,  304,  306, 
308,  309,  313,  318,  327.  334,  337, 
341,  344,  345.  386,  408,  431-433. 
436,  44S,  452,  457,  461,  467,  469, 
475.  5".  512,  531.  537,  538  ;  v.  32, 
41,  87,  91,  98,  100,  loi.  no,  112, 
132,  147,  158,  169,  174.  179.  186, 
225,  245,  256,  281,  345,  402,  475. 
477.  485.  535.  537  ;  vi.  25,  31,  37. 
47,  71,  77,  82,  87,  96,  107,  in, 
112,  ii8,  186,  187,  224,  227,  231, 
240,  259,  261,  280,  286,  292,  330, 
332,  346,  349.  370,  387,  412,  453. 
459,  460,  470,  473,  483,  486,  603, 
666,  667,  674 

Gorham,    N.,  to   King,    i.    263,   266, 

324 ;  ii-  4 

Gracie,  Archibald,  v.  355,  note,  492, 
493  ;  vi.  98-102,  229-231,  436, 530, 
531.     Letter  to  King,  16 

Graham,  George,  to  King.  vi.  31 

Great  Britain,  her  aggressions,  i.  515, 
517.  546,  550,  552,  553.  557;  562; 
her  conduct  toward  neutrals,  iii.  55- 
57  ;  resignation  of  Pitt  ministry, 
385,  386  ;  her  policy  as  to  neutral 
trade,  iv.  261 

Grenville,  Lord,  his  retirement  from 
office,  iii.  387-389 ;  anecdote  of, 
573.  574  \  his  speech  reflecting  on 
King,  iv.  14,  15.  Letters  to  King, 
ii.    115,    218,    270,    294,    380,  402, 


437,  461,  472.  504.  520,  577.  585  ; 

iii.    176,   217,    218,    229,    322,  364, 

370,  388  ;  iv.  14  ;  vi.  629 
Griswold,  Chester,  to  King,  vi.  166 
Gunn,  J.,  to  King,  ii.  30 

H 

Hale,  Joseph,  to  King,  ii.  508,  570  ; 
iii.  112,  240,  269,  357,  372,494; 
iv.  38,  106,  282 

Halford,  Sir  Henry,  to  J.  A.  King, 
vi.  623 

Hamilton,  Alexander,  his  action  on 
Genet's  threat,  i.  455-462,  469-472  ; 
Giles'  resolutions  against,  482,  483 
and  note;  "  Pacificus,"  489,  490; 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  511  ; 
proposed  as  envoy  to  England,  516, 
518-520,  525,  559,  560;  declines, 
520 ;  his  bill  for  redemption  of 
funded  debt,  ii.  i,  2,  5,  6  ;  in  New 
York,  428  ;  Adams'  dislike  of,  iii. 
8,  262,  264  ;  in  Boston,  270,  290  ; 
his  letter  on  Adams,  330-332  and 
note,  359  ;  his  antagonism  to  Burr, 
391  ;  his  small  legal  charges,  460 
and  note  ;  on  JefTerson,  496  ;  iv. 
104 ;  advises  King's  resignation, 
132,  133  ;  his  life  in  New  York, 
326  ;  his  duel  with  Burr,  his  death, 
389-402,  575,  576 ;  assistance  for 
his  family,  399,  400,  403-410,  576, 
577  ;  proposed  life  of,  vi.  165  ; 
papers  deposited  with  King,  612- 
621.  Letters,  to  Jay,  i.  429  ;  to 
King,  258,  363,  399,  402,  416.  417, 
427,  455,  457,  484.  486.  502,  573- 
575  ;  ii-  5.  7,  14,  36,  47,  48,  54. 
56,  58,  59.  61,  125,  147.  167, 
183,   286,  287,    427  ;  iii.   173  ;   iv. 

132.  351 
Hamilton,  James  A.,    to    King,    vi. 

614,  615 
Hamilton,  Philip,  son  of  Alexander, 

killed  in  a  duel,  iv.  28,  33  and  note 
Hammond,  British  minister  to  United 

States,  i.  418  ;  interview  with  King, 

523-525 
Hammond,  Sir  Andrew  J.,  anecdote 

of,  in  Revolutionary  War,  iv.  43 
Hancock,  John,  i.  100,  in,  112,  117, 

179,     360,    361,     369.     Letters    to 

King,  31,  114 
Hanson,  Alexander,  editor  of  Federal 

Republican,    mob     attack    on     his 

office,   v.    352  and  note  ;  proposed 

sale   of   paper,    479-481   and  note. 

Letter  to  King,  vi.  162 
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Hare,  American  ship,  case  of,  ii.  406 
Hargraves,  his  claim  for  transporting 

jewels,   etc.,   to  Bey  of  Tunis,  iv. 

188,  189 
Harison,    Richard,   to  King,   i.   561  ; 

iv.  378  ;  V.  483 
Hartford  Convention,  v.  444-44S,  476 
Harvard  College,  i.  389,  390 ;  vi.  345- 

34V 
Havre,  blockade  of,  iii.  505-507,  509  ; 

iv.  6,  7,  12,  41,  42 
Hawk,    Swedish   cutter,  attacked   by 

Fair  American,  iii.  80-83,  341 
Hawkesbury,  Lord,  to  King,  iii.  427  ; 

iv.  123,  263 
Henderson,  William,  to  King,  v.  295, 

498,  515  ;  vi.  16 
Henry,    John,    to    King,   i.   315  ;  his 

relations   with   Governor   Craig    of 

Canada,  v.  257-262  and  note 
Henry,  Patrick,  ii.  46-48,  91 
Hill,  Lord,  expedition  under,  v.  417, 

418 
Hindman,  William,  to  King,  ii.   212, 

313,  480,  492,  593  ;  iv.  182 
Hobart,  J.  H.,  to  King,  v.  164,  249  ; 

vi.  350,  639 
Hoflman,  J.  O.,  to  King,  i.  581,  583  ; 

ii.  3 
Holland,  seeks  English  support  against 

France,    ii.    399,    400,    461,    462  ; 

blockade  of  ports  of,   587  ;  iii.   20, 

21,  24,  50,  53,  54,  64,  153 
Holland  Land  Company,  vi.  331 


Illinois,  vi.  216 

Impressment,  ii.  102,  560,  561,  617, 
618  ;  iii.  47,  58,  115-121,  302,  377, 
401-403,  521,  522;  iv.  258-261, 
367-369,  553  ;  v.  65,  129,  130,362, 

395, 544-547  ;  vi.  173,  174,  176 

India,  American  trade  with,  ii.  244  ; 
with    Danish    settlements    in,    539, 

540,  544 
Indians,  purchase  of   lands   from,    i. 

103-107  ;    vi.    114-116  ;    efforts   to 

civilize,  275 
Ingersoll,  C.  J.,  to  King,  iv.  336;  v. 

36,  172,  216  ;  vi.  150 
Insurance,  general  ofiRce,  i.  545 
Ireland,  condition  of,  in  1798,  ii.  324- 

328  ;  French  troops  in,   408  ;    Re- 
bellion of  1798,  635-649 
Irish   state   prisoners    excluded   from 

United  States,  ii.  635-649  ;  v.   15- 

28,  529-533 
Irving,  John  T.,  to  King,  vi,  233 


Jackson,  Andrew,  vi.  155,  156,  178- 
182,  193,  194,  205,  206 

Jackson,  British  minister  to  United 
States,  V.  159,  163,  167,  176-178, 
181,  182,  187,  195,  210,  213,  214, 
220,  232 

Jacobi,  Baron,  to  King,  ii.  iii 

Jay,  John,  Chief-Justice,  i.  387  ;  de- 
clared defeated  for  Governor  of 
New  York,  408-417  ;  his  action  on 
Genet's  threat,  458-461,  468-472, 
494  ;  candidate  for  Governor,  506, 
507  ;  envoy  to  England,  516-523, 
561,  563,  565,  573,  582  ;  ii.  7,  8; 
Governor  of  New  York,  iii.  207, 
208  ;  nominated  Chief-Justice,  365  ; 
on  his  farm  at  Bedford,  iv.  326  ;  his 
share  in  effecting  treaty  of  peace,  v. 
125,  126  ;  his  efforts  toward  form- 
ing peace  party  in  War  of  1812,  265- 
271.  Letters,  to  Washington,  i. 
2o3  ;  to  Hamilton,  429  ;  to  King, 
469,  503,  509,  555,  565.  567,  568, 
572,  582  ;  ii.  55,  56,  loi,  182,  239, 
242,  475i  489  ;  iii-  257  ;  iv.  213, 
282  ;  v.  395  ;  vi.  165 

Jefferson,  Thomas,  on  Genet's  threat, 
i.  456,  461-464,  467-471.  476,  477, 
505.  507  ;  resigns  as  Secretary  of 
State,  514  ;  Vice-President,  ii.  148  ; 
President,  iii.  350,  362,  366,  390  ; 
his  inauguration  speech,  407-409, 
444  ;  difficulty  with  Merry,  iv.  332- 
334  and  note,  340-342  ;  on  Louis- 
iana, 502,  509 ;  course  toward 
France  and  England,  v.  134,  135, 
137,  13S  ;  Pickering  on,  ii.  248  ; 
iv.  365,  481, 502, 509  ;  V.  45-47.  49- 
51.  53.  54,  56,  57,  61,  63,  64,  69, 
72-81,  129.  130,  133,  191,  192; 
Cabot  on,  iii.  249,  407,  408,  497  ; 
Gore  on,  250;  iv.  341,  469; 
Troup  on,  iii.  299,  300,  409,  495, 
525,  526  ;  iv.  103  ;  Ames  on,  iii. 
304-306  ;  iv.  40  ;  Strickland  on,  iii. 
431  ;  Sedgwick  on,  455,  456  ;  iv. 
34,  35.  73  ;  Lee  on,  iii.  475  ; 
Hale  on,  494,  495  ;  iv.  38,  39 ; 
J.  Q.  Adams  on,  59  ;  Gardenier 
on,  V.  58;  King  on,  65,  71,  74, 
130,  131.  370,  371  ;  Randolph  on, 
vi.  167,  168.  Letters  to  King,  iv. 
171,  344  ;  vi.  631 

Jessup,  Captain  W'illiam,  ii.  115,  116 

Jones,    Rev.    Mr.,  assistant    minister 
of  Trinity  Church,  v.  250  and  note 
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Kent,    James,    Chancellor,    vi.    421, 

422.     Letter  to  King,  v.  508 
Kentucky  a  State,  i.  397 
Kilham,     Daniel,    to    King,    ii.    60S, 

614,  615 
King,  Charles,  iv.  446-448,  465,  466, 
477  ;  in   England,  v.  307,  308,  349, 
350;    his   marriage,  355,  note;   in 
War  of   1812,  426,  427,  note  ;  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, 441.  442  ;  his  report 
on   Dartmoor  prison,   483-485  and 
note,  527,  528.     Letters,  to  Rufus 
King.   iv.    395  ;    v.   366,  425,   431, 
438,  441,  483.  489.  500  ;  vi.  37,  46, 
19S,  20S,  293,  314,   316,  333,  380, 
563,  606,  607,  644  ;  to  J.  A.  King, 
667,  670 
King,  Cyrus,  i.  404 ;  ii.  73  ;   elected 
to  Congress,  v.  290,  291  ;  Jay  on, 
434,  note  ;  his  death,  vi.  73.    Letters 
to  Rufus   King,   i.    563  ;    iv.   439  ; 
V.  290 
King,  Edward,  v.  493,  494  ;  his  en- 
gagement,   536  and  note.     Letters 
to  Rufus  King,  vi.  487,  497,  532 
King,  Elizabeth,  i.  31,  32 
King,  Frederick  G.,  v.   103  ;  vi.  673 

and  note 
King,  James  Gore,  iv.  65-67  ;  v.  8,  9  ; 
his  marriage,  355,  note  ;  in  War  of 
1812,    426,    427,    note.      Letter  to 
Rufus  King,  iv.  66 
King,  John  A.,  iv.  446,  465,  466,  477  ; 
vi.  623.     Letters  to  Rufus  King,  v. 
520,   527  ;   vi.   102,   192,   199,  201, 
202,  216,  245,  251,  266,  2S1,  283, 
304,  323.  330.  355,  372,  382,  407, 
461,  467,  503,  545,  553,  663,  675  ; 
to   Charles    King,     242,    552 ;     to 
Tompkins,    322 
King  mansion,  the,  App.  VIL 
King,   Mary,  i.   130,  note,  131,  132; 
vi.  221,  224-227.  Letters,  to  Charles 
King,  iv.  556  ;  to  Edward  King,  v. 
523  ;  vi.  145 
King,  Rufus,  ancestry,  i.  1-3  ;  youth, 
education,    3-10 ;    graduates    from 
Harvard,   10  ;  studies  law,   10,  27- 
29  ;    military   service,    11,    12    and 
note,    29  ;    admitted    to    bar,    12  ; 
representative,    14   and   note ;    op- 
poses impost,  14,  15,  note  ;  delegate 
to  Continental  Congress,  15,  16  and 
notes  ;  Mass.  agent  to  cede  lands, 
37  ;   moves   to   prohibit   slavery   in 
northwest,  39-43   and   notes,  105  ; 


mentioned    for    ambassador    to   the 
Hague,    49,    50,    156  ;    moves   dis- 
qualification of  congressmen  for  of- 
fice, 52  ;  re-elected  delegate,  54,  55  ; 
on  Mass.  resolutions  for  revision  of 
Confederation,     59-71  ;    agent    for 
Mass.    claims,    75,    80,   82,    93,    97, 
139,    140  ;    reports   on    New   York 
law  as  to  duties,   122,  123  ;  speech 
before  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  125- 
127  and  notes  ;    vi.    54  ;  marriage, 
i.  130-132  and  notes,  164,  165  ;   ii. 
610  ;  speech  before  Mass.  Legisla- 
ture on  revision  of  Confederation,  i. 
145,    146 ;  speech    in    Congress   on 
Shays'    Rebellion   and  enlistments, 
206-208  ;  in  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion,  229-255  ;  share   in  ordinance 
of     17S7,     268-292  ;    delegate     to 
Mass.  convention,  his  speeches,  293- 
308  ;  declines  to  invest  in  western 
lands,   325  ;  proposed  residence  in 
Cambridge,    323,    340,    343,    344  ; 
non-residence   in    Mass.,    339-350? 
citizen  of  New  York,  351  ;   elected 
to  Assembly,  353  ;  to  Senate,  354- 
357  and  note,  363  ;  on  permanent 
residence    of     Congress,     370-375. 
381-385  ;  in   First   Congress,   376- 
378  ;    director   of   Bank  of    U.  S., 
397  ;  opinion   to  canvassers  on  N. 
Y.    governorship,     411,    412  ;     on 
appointment  of   Morris  to  France, 
419-421  ;  on  the  neutrality  procla- 
mation, 440-448  ;    on  Genet's  acts 
and  threat  and  his  recall,  449-454, 
458-464,    470-480  ;    resigns    as  di- 
rector  of    Bank,    513,    514  I    men- 
tioned for  Secretary  of  State.  514, 
515  ;     interview    with    Hammond, 
523-525  ;  on  suspension  of  4th  Arti- 
cle  of   treaty  with    England,   525- 
527  ;  on  citizenship  of  Gallatin,  532- 
539  ;  vi.  55  ;  his  eloquence,  i.  532, 
note  ;    declines  to  accompany  Jay, 
566  ;  answer  to  President's  speech, 
578-580 ;    in    Senate    committees, 
585  ;    his   notes    of    Constitutional 
Convention,   587-621  ;  on  disband- 
ment  of  army,  621,  622  ;  on  plan  to 
purchase  debt  to  France,  623,  624  ; 
mentioned  for  minister  to  Holland, 
624  ;     re-elected    Senator,     ii.     i  ; 
moves  to  advise  ratification  of  Jay's 
treaty,  9  ;  declines  appointment  as 
Secretary  of  State,  28,  29  ;  reports 
answer  to    President's   speech,   34  ; 
appointed  minister  to  England,  51  ; 
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King,  Rufus — Cont'd. 

vi.  55  ;  description  of,  ii.  70  and 
note  ;  sails,  arrives  in  London,  72  ; 
family  and  residence,  73  ;  presented 
to  the  King,  interview  with  Gren- 
ville,  76,  77  ;  confidence  in  Talley- 
rand, 206-20S  ;  nominated  to 
negotiate  treaty  with  Russia,  536 ; 
his  course  toward  Irish  state  prison- 
ers, 635-649 ;  V.  15-32,  36 ;  his 
sons,  iii.  48-50,  433.  434  ;  iv.  129- 
131,  165-167,  193,  194,  287,  289, 
292,  304,  306,  340,  341,  556-558  ; 
his  house  at  Mill  Hill,  iii.  85  ;  his 
confidence  in  U.  S.  securities, 
268,  269  ;  iv.  139,  140 ;  sells  house 
in  New  York,  iii.  483  ;  desired  by 
Jefferson  to  continue  minister,  518  ; 
visits  France,  iv.  53,  54,  140,  149, 
159,  163-168  ;  on  Louisiana  pur- 
chase, 83,  84,  86-91,  108,  109,  122, 
124,  146-148,  226,  227,  324,  325, 
559-575.  591-597  ;  consults  Hamil- 
ton as  to  resignation,  131-133,  267, 
268 ;  resigns,  149,  152-156,  199- 
202  and  notes,  26S,  269  ;  v.  131  ; 
declines  presentation  to  Bonaparte, 
iv.  180  ;  suggested  for  Governor  of 
New  York,  215  ;  his  country  house 
in  Greenwich,  220,  221  ;  final  audi- 
ence of  the  King,  248-250 ;  depar- 
ture, 264;  names  no  charge,  272-274  ; 
arrives  in  New  York,  278-283  ; 
dinner  to,  288,  289  ;  in  New  York, 
337  ;  proposed  for  Governor,  350- 
353  ;  declines,  353,  558,  559  ;  his 
accounts,  372-384 ;  his  connection 
with  Burr-Hamilton  duel,  389-402  ; 
and  with  subscription  for  Hamil- 
ton's family,  404-410 ;  article  in 
Alexandria  Expositor,  410-416  ; 
journey  to  Waltham,  Boston,  Salem, 
Newburyport,  and   Portland,    417- 

•    421  ;  dinner  to,  in  Boston,  422-426  ; 
Miss    Southgate's    impressions    of, 

463,  464  ;  buys  estate  at  Jamaica, 

464,  466  ;  suggested  for  minister  to 
England.  468,  472,  473,  475  ;  on 
the  English  people,  504,  505  and 
note  ;  declines  to  be  a  manager  of 
American  Bible  Society,  535,  536  ; 
vi.  28,  29;  LL.D.,  Harvard.  Dart- 
mouth, and  Williams,  iv.  538,  539  ; 
trustee  of  Columbia  College,  539  ; 
on  arrest  of  Alexander,  543-549  ; 
on  foreign  relations  of  United  States, 
5S6-599  ;  nominated  for  Assembly, 
v.    14,   15  ;  "  The  Key — Or  a  peep 
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behind  the  curtain,"  77,  78,  note  ; 
articles  on  Berlin  Decree  and  French 
violations  of    treaty,    113-121  ;    on 
Berlin  Decree,  English  retaliation, 
French  responsibility,  138-142  ;  on 
Jackson,  British  minister,  177,  178  ; 
on  Macon's  bill,  194-198  ;  on  Presi- 
dent's proclamation,  commerce,  de- 
crees   of    Berlin    and    Milan,  and 
orders  in  council,  227-234  ;  on  Ran- 
dolph's speech  and  Erskine  treaty, 
234-237  ;       commercial       relations 
with  England,  237,  238  ;  on  Henry's 
mission,    257-262 ;    on    declaration 
of  war  and  formation  of  peace  party, 
264-272 ;    in    P^deral    convention, 
276-280  and  note  ;  elected  senator, 
291-295  ;  on  defence  of  New  York, 
301-306  ;    opposes   Gallatin's    mis- 
sion,  313-320 ;  estimates    of,    320- 
322 ;    "  An    American,"    323,    324, 
note  ;    on  mission  to  Sweden,  con- 
ference with  President,  and  rejection 
of  Gallatin,  324-341  ;  on  Armstrong 
and  Jefferson,  370-372  ;  speech  on 
loan  bill,   372-388  ;  the  war,   390- 
392,  404-406,  415,  416;  home  life, 
407,  408  ;    on   bank  suspension   of 
specie  payments,  412,  413  ;   on  in- 
structions     to      commissioners     at 
Ghent,    419-422 ;    Federal    course, 
422-424  ;  in  the  Senate,  434,  note  ; 
speech  on  bank  bill,  442  ;  on  Hart- 
ford Convention,  444-448  ;  on  the 
administration,  448,   449  ;  supports 
the  land  tax,  449-453 ;  thanked  by 
Marj'land  House  for  opposing  mili- 
tia bill,  454-456  ;  Coleman's  sketch 
of,    504,    505  ;  nominated  for  Gov- 
ernor of  New  York,  506-523  ;  de- 
feated, 535  ;  on  foreign  relations  in 
1810,  539-542  ;  on  President's  mes- 
sage, Nov.  4,  1812,  542,  543  ;    on 
impressment,  544-547  ;  his  support 
of  the  war,  547-549  and  note  ;  In- 
dian  lands,    549-553  ;    on   veto   of 
bank  bill,    553-561  ;    England  and 
the    administration,    561-563  ;    re- 
ceives Federal  votes  for  President, 
vi.  2  ;  in  Senate  committees,  2,  3  ; 
on  amendment   making   judges  re- 
movable, 3,  4  ;  and  as  to  elections, 
4-7  ;  on  Bank  of  United  States  bill, 
8-10  ;  his   advances   to    Lafayette, 
18,  19  ;  on  war  damages  and  sala- 
ries, 67-70  ;  on  suppression  of  slave 
trade,  go-95  ;  re-election  as  senator 
desired,   102,   103  ;    interview   with 
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President  Monroe  on  Amelia  Island, 
Pensacola,    piracies,    Spanish   colo- 
nies,  104-107  ;  on   England's  offer 
of  mediation,  112,  113;  on  naviga- 
tion bill,  125-127  ;  portrait  in  Dela- 
plaine's     Repository,     172;    on 
proposed  renewal  of  convention  with 
Great  Britain,   173-175  ;    on   Jack- 
son,    Pensacola,     South    America, 
Florida,  England,  178-182  ;  sketch 
of,    in    iSiS,     1S3-185  ;     Senate 
speeches    on    Missouri,    217,    218  ; 
Lee  on,  221  ;    Trumbull  on,  221  ; 
on  separation  of    Maine,   222-224  I 
residence,    pecuniary    affairs,    226  ; 
visit   to  Boston,  portrait  by  Stuart, 
231  ;    on    Missouri  Question,   236- 
238,  269,  270,  note,  275-278,    294, 
299-303,  308,  311  ;  re-elected  sen- 
ator, 245-249,  266,   267,  note  ;  on 
Clinton,  Miller'sstatement,  283-285, 
288,   289,  291,   295-299,  note,  304, 
314  ;  on  Van  Ness  procedure,  311- 
313  ;  on  Missouri,  318  ;  on  slavery, 
324-326  ;  declines  trusteeship,  353  ; 
favors  Thompson  for  collector,  357  ; 
on  Missouri  convention,  356,   358- 
360,  364  ;  on  Council  of  Revision, 
368-370 ;   article  on,    in    Nashville 
paper,  388,  389  ;  on  New  York  con- 
vention,  390.  394  ;  at  West  Point, 
393.  394  ;  conversations  -with  Spen- 
cer and  Jones  on  his  election,  396- 
398  ;    in    New    York    convention, 
399-425  ;  on  affairs  in  Washington, 
425-428  ;  course  as  to  Van  Rensse- 
laer   and    the    Albany    post-office, 
438-450  ;   on  Pinkney's  death,  461  ; 
on  West  India  trade,  435-465,  476- 
478  ;    declines   membership  in  So- 
ciety of  Cincinnati,   475  ;    on   Van 
Ness,    479,  480  ;  on  Sanford,  498, 
499  ;    on    Presidential    candidates, 
507-511  ;    on   Van    Buren's   candi- 
dacy for  Supreme  Court,   512-515, 
520-527  ;  on  Monroe  Doctrine,  534- 
538  ;   on   public   officers,    552  ;    on 
fortifications,  554  ;  on  Spanish  colo- 
nies,   555,    556  ;    on    Congressional 
caucus,  558-560  ;  country  life,  561  ; 
on  Edwards  inquiry,  567,  569-571  ; 
on  slave  trade,  571-573  ;  on  Lafay- 
ette, 575,  576  ;  declines  re-election, 
5 78  ;  attitude  toward  Monroe,  582  ; 
on  Presidential   election,  582-587  ; 
on  Crawford,  589  ;  on  foreign  nomi- 
nations,   590-592  ;    proposal   as    to 


slaves,  593-595  ;  accepts  mission  to 
England,  597-61 1  ;  depository  of 
Hamilton  papers,  612-621  ;  sails, 
reaches  England,  622  ;  interview 
with  Canning,  625,  626  ;  his  recep- 
tion in  England,  628  ;  audience  of 
the  King,  643  ;  reason  for  attitude 
toward  Monroe,  643-647  ;  on  slave- 
indemnity,  648-661  ;  resigns  mis- 
sion, 661,  662  ;  sails,  reaches  New 
York,  goes  to  Jamaica,  674 ;  his 
condition  of  mind  and  body,  676, 
677  ;  death,  677  ;  buried  at  Ja- 
maica, 678  ;  early  life,  67S  ;  Sulli- 
van on,  679  ;  Hamilton  on,  680  ; 
Faux  on,  680  ;  character,  681  ;  lit- 
erary and  religious  honors,  681, 
682  ;  on  executive  influence,  App. 
I.  ;  conversation  with  Mr.  Willing 
on  Declaration  of  Independence, 
App.  II.  ;  on  sale  of  public  lands, 
App.  III.  ;  on  Missouri  Bill,  App. 

IV.  ;  on  Presidential  elections,  App. 

V.  ;  T.  H.  Benton  on,  App.  VI. 
King,   Sarah  A.,  to  Rufus  King,  vi. 

225 

King,  William,  to  Rufus  King,  v.  41, 
97,  285,  490  ;  vi.  28,  82,  117,  128, 
142,  21S,  222,  247,  255,  257,  265, 
390  ;  to  Cyrus  King,  42  ;  to  J.  A. 
King,  102 

Kirk,  Thomas,  to  King,  v.  533 

Knox,  Henry,  Secretary  of  War,  i. 
84 ;  on  Genet's  threat,  456,  457, 
461,  462,  472  ;  his  rank,  ii.  397,  404, 
405,  419,  430,  439,  466,  468.  Let- 
ters, to  King,  i.  84,  221,  228,  335, 
342  ;  to  Washington,  209 

Kosciuszko.  T.,  vi.  188.  Letters  to 
King,  passage  for  America,  ii.  188, 
189 


Lafayette,  received  by  committee  of 
Congress,  i.  17  ;  re-imprisoned,  ii. 
4 ;  released,  money  advanced  for, 
214,  223-226  and  note,  228-232, 
238,  239,  251,  252,  267,  459;  iv. 
376,  377  and  note,  3S4 ;  vi.  18, 
19 ;  rumored  envoy  to  United 
States,  ii.  569,  570 ;  iii.  38-40 
and  note  ;  visit  to  United  States,  vi. 
547,  548.  574-576,  580-582.  Let- 
ters to  King,  ii.  231  ;  iv.  428  ;  v. 
486  ;  vi.  485,  629,  640 

Langdon,  John,  to  King,  i.  321,  328, 
336 
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Lansing,  John,  Jr.,  to  King,  vi.  247 
Lawrance,  John,  i.  540,  541.     Letters 

to  King,    503,  506,   541.   549,  556, 

558,  561,  564  ;  ii.  9O'  98,  228,  332  ; 

iii.  2S,  367,  393 
Lee,  Henry,  assaulted  by  mob,  v.  352 

and   note.       Letters    to    King,  iii. 

475  ;  V.  352  ;  vi.  365 
Lee,  Sydney  Smith,  vi.  427 
Lee,   William,  to  Trumbull,  vi.  220; 

to  King,  666 
Lenox,    Major,    American    agent    in 

England,   iii.   30,  33.    58,  66,  117, 

394,  395 
Le   Roy,   H.,   to   King,   i.  505,  507, 

544,  546,   54S,   549-   554,  557.  5^0, 
565,  566.  580-582 

Lewis,  Morgan,  to  King,  vi.  13 

Lillie,  Abigail,  ii.  497 

Lincoln,  B.,  to  King,  i.  156 

Listen,  R.,  British  minister  to  United 
States,  ii.  107  ;  his  action  on 
Blount's  conspiracy,  197  and  note, 
198,  2IO,  216,  218,  219  ;  his  letter 
to  Buchanan,  iii.  212,  213,  260-262, 
298 

Littlepage,  L.,  to  King,  iv.  16 

Little  Sarah,  the,  i.  455-457 

Livingston,  Peter  R.,  i.  564 

Livingston,  Robert  R.,  minister  to 
France,  iii.  409,  459,  526,  527  ;  com- 
plains of  Talleyrand,  iv.  168  ;  his 
memorial,  293,  299,  305,  317;  con- 
cludes Louisiana  Convention,  314, 
335;  gifts  from  Bonaparte,  449, 
450;  death,  vi.  512.  Letters  to 
King,  iv.  311,  427.449 

Logan,  George,  his  mission  to  France, 
ii.  388,  413,  417,  420;  in  America, 
466  ;  calls  on  Washington,  468 

London,  court  of,  customary  presents 
at,  iv.  379  and  note 

Loring,  Captain,  his  impressments 
from  the  Baltimore,  ii.  505-508, 
522,  523,  553-555.  559.  561-563, 
577,  585,  586  ;  iii.  25,  26 

Louis  XIV.  of  France,  his  bribery  of 
English  statesmen,  iv.  551,  552 

Louisiana,  ceded  to  France  by  Spain, 
ii.  147  ;  iii.  414,  415.  447-449,  572  ; 
iv.  15,  17-19,  56-59,  78,  83-91,  93, 
94,  99,  146-148  ;  attitude  of  Eng- 
land, 108,  109,  122-124  ;  ceded  to 
United  States,  255,  262,  263,  311, 

323-325,  329-332,  363.  513,  514; 
Federal  opposition,  347  ;  price  of, 
554,  555  ;  King  on,  559-575,  59^- 
597  ;  vi.  353,  354 


Low,  Nicholas,  to  King,  i.  545 

Lowell,  J.,  to  King,  i.  78 

Lundy's  Lane,  battle  of,  anecdote  of, 

V.  409,  note 
Lynch,  Irish  state  prisoner,  ii.  471,  570 

M 

McCarthy,  duel  with  Mason,  vi.  204, 

205,  209-211,  214 
McDonough,  Bryan,  British  agent  at 

Tripoli,  iv.  23-25,  31,  77,  78 
McHenry,   James,   to   King,  iii.  260, 

283,  350,  362  ;  iv.  109 
McLane,  Major,  ii.  191 
Macon's  bill,  v.  194-198 
Madison,  James,  King  on,  v.  362,  363  ; 

Morris   on,  363,    364.      Letters    to 

King,  i.  330-333,  336,  337  ;  iv.  85, 

200,  280,  330,  332,  381,  387,  526 
Magdalen  Islands,  ii.  446,   447,    451, 

452 
Maine,  i.  487  ;  vi.  28,  31,  32,  34,  128, 

129,   211-213,    218,    222,  257-259, 

263,  267-269,    278,  282,    289.     See 

Missouri. 
Main's  thorn  hedges,  v.  239-242 
Maitland,    Colonel,  ii.  511,  524,  525, 

529 

Malta,  consul  at,  iii.  497-499 

Manhattan  Company,  ii.  597,  59S 

Marmont,  v.  263,  264 

Marriott,  Sir  James,  ii.  451  ;  iii.  98 

Marshall,  John,  envoy  to  France,  ii. 
233-235,  246,  287,  288  ;  recalled 
295,  296  ;  in  New  York,  349  ;  his 
popularity,  350,  363,  465  ;  in  the 
House,  iii.  69,  184  ;  Sedgwick  on, 
163,  236-238  ;  Secretary  of  State, 
309.  Letters  to  King,  ii.  45,  48  ; 
iv.  116 

Martin,  William,  ii.  172,  173 

Maryland  stock  in  Bank  of  England, 
ii.  144,  145,  202,  203,  265,  266,  273, 
274,  281,  282,  323,  324,  473,  566; 
iii.  137,  271-274,  377,  478,  507, 
522  ;  iv.  156,  157,  182,  183,  190, 
191,  213,  215,  216,  247,  248,  287, 
321,  345  ;  V.  157, 158 

Mason,  duel  with  McCarthy,  vi.  204, 
205,  209-211,  214 

Mason,  I.  M.,  to  King,  v.  102,  162, 
200, 222,  223 

Mason,  Jeremiah,  to  Rev.  Jesse 
Appleton,  V.  440,  442  ;  to  King,  vi. 

79,  347 
Massachusetts,    on  disability  of  con- 
gressmen, i.  51  ;  on  revision  of  Con- 
federation,    57,    58,    204-206 ;    ^>n 
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Massachusetts — Cout  '</. 

Sliays'  Rebellion,  205,  206;  ratifies 
Federal  Constitution,  293-308,  313 
-320  ;  branches  of   Bank  of  United 
States,  401,  403,  405-407  ;  remon- 
strance  to  Concjress,  v.   147  ;  claim 
defence,  vi.  116-I19,  148 
Massena,  retreat  of,  v.  243,  244 
Masson,  Trancis.  ii.  205,  206 
Maxwell,  John,  ii.  113-115 
Mercer,  C.  F.,  to  King,  vi.  609 
Mercer,  John  T.,  to  King,  iv.  287 
Merry,     British     minister  to    United 
States,  iii.    315,  325,  326;  iv.  100, 
loi,   113,   309,    327;  his    difficulty 
with  Jefferson,    332,   333  and  note, 
340-342 
Mettus  Tuffetius,  v.  483 
Miller,  Colonel,  at   Lundy's  Lane,  v. 

409,  note 
Miller,  Sylvanus,  his  statement  con- 
cerning King,  V.  285,  286,  288,  289 
and  note 
Miranda,  Francisco  de,  his  plan  for 
independence  of  South  America,  ii. 
649-666  ;  iii.  555-561,  563,  564; 
iv.  262,  298,  299,  314,  321,  322, 
428-435  ;  leaves  England,  454, 
517-522;  in  United  States,  467, 
469,  501,  505,  506,  513,  523-526; 
relations  with  government,  577- 
584  ;  departure  of  expedition,  527  ; 
further  proceedings,  528-532,  584- 
586.  Letters,  to  King,  429,  526, 
527  ;  to  Gore,  523 
Mississippi,  navigation  of,  i.  175-179, 

188 
Missouri  Question,  vi.  217,  218,  232- 
238,  240,  241,  246,  note,  258-263, 
266,  268,  269  and  note,  271-280, 284, 
287, 289-291,  296, 299-303, 307, 308, 
311,    318,  322-324,  326.  330,  336, 
348,  356,    358-361,  363,  364,  385, 
426,  428 
Monroe  Doctrine,  the,  vi.  534-538 
Monroe,  James,   minister   to  France, 
i.  581  ;  ii.  84,  85,  89,  90  ;  iv.  223  ; 
to     England,    288,    291-294,    298, 
305-307.    310,  314,  315,  317,  320, 
321,  328,  341,  343,  455  ;  President, 
508,  509  ;  vi.  I,  2  ;  his  tour  through 
the  east,  71-82  ;  etiquette,  87,  89  ; 
King  on,  107, 123, 130,  145.  Letters, 
to  Harison,  18  ;  to  King,  155,  171 
Montgomery,    Richard,    General,    at- 
tack on  Quebec,  i.  18-20 
Moreau,    General,    iv.    428,   467  and 
note  ;  v.  351  and  note 


Morocco,  treaty  with,  i.  257  ;  declara- 
tion of  war,   iv.  148,  149 
Morris,     Gouverneur,      minister     to 
France,     i.    419-423  ;    oration    on 
Washington,  iii.  170,  171  ;  King  on, 
iv.  326  ;  answer  to  "  War  in  Dis- 
guise," 496-499  ;  oration  on  down- 
fall of  Bonaparte,  v.  395,  396  and 
note  ;  illness,  vi.  34,  35.     Letters  to 
King,  i.  421,  433  ;  iii.  251  ;  iv.  13  ; 
v.    262,   357,   363,    368,    369,    389, 
428,  432,  458,  459,    470,    526;  vi. 
10,  15 
Morris,  Jacob,  to  King,  v.  509 
Murray,  John,  Jr.,  to  King,  v.  211 
Murray,     William     Vans,    envoy    to 
France,  ii.   551  and  note,  579  ;  iii. 
10.     Letters  to  King,  iv.  95,  181 
Mutiny  in  British  navy,  ii.  183,  184 

N 

Narrow   seas.     Impressment    on,    iv. 

364,  369  ;  v.   129,  130 
Navigation   Act,    vi.     124-127,    136- 

144,  149-155.  157-159 
Nelson,  Lord,  ancedote  of,  iii.  574 
Neuville,   his   trouble  with  Canning, 

vi.  431-433 
New  Orleans,  battle  of,  v.  462-465 
New  York  City,  defence  of,  in  War  of 
1812,   V.  301-307  ;  fortifications  at 
the  Narrows,  vi.  171,  172 
New  York  State,  elections  of  gover- 
nor, in  1792,  i.    408-417,  426  ;  in 
1807,    V.    3-10,   12-15  ;  convention 
to  revise  Constitution,  vi.  368,  370, 
390,  394,  399-425 
Nile,  battle  of,  ii.  423,  424,  434 

O 

Oakley,  Thomas  J.,  to  King,  v.  512, 

526 
Ogden,  D.  B.,  to  King,  v.  513 
Ogden,  T.  Ludlow,  to  King,  v.  250 
Olive  Branch,    the,  ii.  123,  124  and 

note,   163,  164,  187,  188,  209  ;  iii. 

478,  479 
Olsen,  Bluher,  iii.  335 
Orders  in  council,  v.  60,  66,   79,  93, 

124,  125,  146,  152,  154,  228,  234- 

237,253.  254 
Otis,  H.  G.,  to  King,  vi.  494 
Otto,    conversations  vnth    King,   iv. 

20,  26,  28-30 


Paine,  Thomas,  ii.  80  ;  iv.   182  and 
note 
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Palladium,  the,  iii.  508 
Parish,  consul  at  Hamburg,  ii.  63 
Parker,  Admiral  Sir   Hyde,  iii.  117- 
119,  149-452  :  iv.  30 

Parker,  D.,  to  King,  iv.  477 
Pelham,  Lord,  to  King,  iv.  24 
Pendleton,  N.,  to  King,  iv.  398 
Pennsylvania     insurrections,   i.    428- 

430,  573-575,  577-580 
Pensacola,  vi.  105,  155,  156,  173,  175, 

178-182 
Pensions,  vi.  335 
Peter  Porcupine,  iii.  35S 
Peters,    Richard,   to  King,    iii.    371  ; 

vi.  287 
Peters,  Richard,  Jr.,  to  King,  vi.  234 
Petit  Democrat,  the,  i.  455-457 
Phelps,  Oliver,  to  King,  i.  325 
Phillips,  Captain,  U.  S.  S.  Baltimore, 

see  Captain  Loring 
Pickering,     Judge,    impeachment   of, 

iv.  361,  362 
Pickering,  Timothy,  his  share  in 
ordinance  of  1787,  i.  268-292  ;  re- 
moved as  Secretary  of  State,  iii. 
250,  307  ;  his  son,  2S2,  352  ;  in 
Easton,  286.  Letters,  to  King,  i. 
43.  46,  53.  54,  91-  104,  106  ;  ii.  78, 
84,  90,  102,  108,  109,  146,  147,  163, 
164,  176,  178,  1S6,  187,  igo,  196, 
209,  250,  278,  296,  320,  328,  347, 
35»,  361,  372,  402,  404,414,  41S, 
434.  459.  493.  505.  521,  522,  534, 
537,  547.  548,  556.  557.  592;  iii.  5, 
12,  16,  17,  25,  30,  47,  83,  95-97, 
142,  171,  190,  232,  248,  261,  352, 
365, 392; iv.  360,  364, 439.  441,  443, 
468,  472,  476,  481,  488,  489,  496, 
497,  502,  505,  507,  513  ;  V.  10,  44, 
46,  51,  52,  56,  69,  71,  74,  75,  78, 
83,  89,  107,  I  24,  129,  176,  190, 
193,  214,  239,  242  ;  to  Gerry,  i.  72  ; 
to  Rose,  V.  85 
Pigot,  Captain  H.,  ii.  115,  116 
Pinckney,  Charles,  to  King,  i.  335,  358 
Finckney,  Charles  Cotesworth,  envoy 
to  France,  ii.  85,  95,  loi,  233-235, 
246,  260,  287,  288  ;  recalled,  295, 
296  ;  popularity,  363,  465  ;  in  New 
York,  465.  Letters  to  King,  i.  328, 
336  ;ii.  259,  266,  303,  307 
Pinckney,  Thomas,  minister  to  Eng- 
land, i.  418  ;  ii.  46,  47.  Letters  to 
King,  149,  369 
Pinkney,  Ninian,  to  King,  v.  157 
Pinkney,  William,  minister  to  Eng- 
land, v.  72,  74-7S,  So  ;  audience 
with  the  Prince  Regent,  245  ;  mis- 


sion to  Naples,  vi.  12,  13,  15,  17, 
31,  32,  34-36,  66.  163  and 
note ;  on  Missouri  Question,  his 
oratory,  270,  note,  275-278  ;  in 
Senate,  306,  307  ;  death,  461.  Let- 
ter to  King,  iv.  45 

Pitcairn,  Joseph,  to  King,  iv.  401,  456 

Pitt,  William,  conferences  with  King, 
ii.  450,  451,  501  ;  Montague  on,  iii. 
573,  577,  578  ;  anecdote  of,  579, 
580  ;  his  death,  iv.  507 

Pittsburg,  vi.   23 

Porte,  see    Treaty 

Portland,  Duke  of,  to  King,  ii.  451 

Portugal,  treaty  with  France,  ii.  243 

Preble,  Edward,  Commodore,  medal 
to,  V.  92-96 

Privateers,  French,  from  Boston  and 
Hingham,  i.  487,  488,  490-494 

Protections,  consular,  ii.  1 19-122, 
139-141 

Protestant  Epis. Theological  Seminary, 
vi.  350-352  _ 

Provost,  Dr.,  i.  192 


Quartermaster's   department,    i.    103, 

104 
Quatremere,  ii.  521,  522 
Quebec,  attack  on,  i.  iS-20 
Queenstown  Heights,  battle  of,  v.  287 


Randolph,  Edmund,  ii.  26,  27.  Let- 
ters to  King,  15,  29 

Randolph,  John,  iv.  476,  483,  493, 
494,  509.  Letters  to  King,  vi.  61, 
83,  88,  164,167,  595 

Recaptures,  iii.  57 

Robinson's    Admiralty    Reports,    iv. 

150,  151 

Romayne,  Dr.,  his  connection  with 
Blount's  conspiracy,  ii.  236 ;  iii. 
258,  259 

Romeyn,  M.  P.,  to  King,  iv.  535, 
536  ;  vi.  28,  29 

Rose,  G.  H.,  V.  48,  52,  56.  57,  59, 
67,  69,  71,  74.  Letter  to  Pickering, 
86,  note 

Rumford,  Count  (Sir  Benjamin  Thom- 
son), intends  to  go  to  America,  ii. 
252,  253,  478,  479,  592  ;  gift  for 
military  academy,  567,  56S,  574- 
576  ;  declines  superintendence  of 
academy,  iii.  102-105,  107  ;  Ham- 
mond on,  518,  519.  Letters  to 
King,  ii.  567  ;  iii.  104,  105,  107 
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Russin,  treaty  with,   ii.  463,  464.  536, 

552.  553.  568 
Rutlcd^c,    John,     nominated    Chief- 
Justice,  ii.  36-3S 


S 


St.  Clair,  Arthur,  defeat  of  his  expe- 
dition against  the  Indians,  i.  403, 
404  and  note 

St.  Croix  River,  ii.  269,  270,  276,  277 

St.  Domingo,  ii.  474,  476.  477,  483- 
4SS,  49S-505,  511,  535,  556-558; 
iii.  5-7,  30,  46.  87 

Saltpetre,  from  Calcutta,  ii.  390,  396 

Sanford,  vi.  498,  499 

Savage,  William,  agent  for  seamen  in 
West  Indies,  iii.   iiS 

Schoenbron,  E.  P.,  to  King,  iii.  334 

Scott,  Sir  William,  to  King,  iii.  453, 
490.  535  ;.v.  16S,  346 

Sea  letters,  i.  96,  97 

Sedgwick,  Theodore,  i.  180,  186, 
350.  Letters  to  King,  223  ;  ii.  53, 
156,  192,  310,  318,  352,  514,  579  ; 
iii.  68,  145,  154,  162,  189,  igi,  236, 
307,  454  ;  iv.  33,  72,  138,  161,  286 

Seditious  libel,  ii.  364 

Selfridge,  his  shooting  of  Austin,  iv. 
537.  538  and  note 

Senate,  attacked  in  National  Intelli- 
gencer, V.  323,  324  ;  King's  defence 
of,  324-341 

Sewall,  Judge,  anecdote  of,  vi.  82 

Shays'  Rebellion,  i.  146-148,  195- 
198,  201,  205-208,  213,  214,  220 

ShefTey,  his  controversy  with  Ran- 
dolph, vi.  61-63 

Shepherd,  Zebulon  R.,  to  King,  v.  518 

Short,  nominated  minister  to  Ru.ssia, 
v.  igi,  192  and  note 

Sidmouth,  Lord,  to  King,  v.  349 

Sierra  Leone  Company,  iv.  171-175, 
197,  205-207 

Simcoe,  J.  G.,  to  King,  his  conduct 
as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Upper 
Canada,  iii.  230,  231 

Sitgreaves,  Samuel,  commissioner  un- 
der 6th  Article,  ii.  84,  note ;  iii. 
171,  172, 191,  199 

Slave  insurrections,  iv.  169-175,  197, 
205-207 

Slave  trade,  iii.  336,  339,  340,  377, 
378,  510-513  ;  iv.  21  ;  V.  165,  166, 
211,  212  ;  vi.  90-95 

Slavery,  i.  38-46,  268-292  ;  vi.  217, 
21S,  324-326,  329,  346,  418,  419. 
See  Alissouri  Question. 


Smith,  I.  Allen,  to  King,  on  Ireland, 

ii.  324  ;   iv.  437 
Smith,  John,  Senator,  v.  44,  45  and 

note 
Smith,  R.,  to  King,  v.  93,  94 
Smith,  S.,  to  King,  iv.  539 
Smith,  William,  to  King,  ii.  65,  164 
Smith,    William  Loughton,  to  King, 

iv.  427 
Smith,  W.  S.,  to  King,  i.   109,   1 10, 

151,  163,  210,  309 
Soderstrom,  Swedish  consul  in  Boston, 

i.  75-80 
Soren,  Grenville  on  his  claim,  iii.  322, 

323 
South  America,  see  Miranda 
Southgate,  Horatio,  to  King,  v.  106 
Southgate,    Octavia,    impressions    of 

King,  iv,  463,  464 
Spain,  duplicity  as  to  southern  bound- 
ary, ii.  190,  181.    See  Buenos  Ay/res, 
Florida,  Louisiana,  Miranda,  Pen- 
sacola . 
Sparks,  Jared,  vi.  428,  429 
Sperry,  Anson  J.,  to  King,  v.  251 
States,  non-suability  of,  i.  512,  513 
Stephens,  Alexander,  to  King,  iii.  450 
Steuben,  Baron,  anecdote  of,  i.   193- 
195  ;  his  will  and  property,  ii.  iii, 
112  ;  military  rank,  404.     Letter  to 
King,  i.  556 
Strickland,  William,  on  agriculture  of 
United  States,  iii.  327-329.     Letters 
to  King,  ii.  74;  iii.  327,431 
Strong,  Caleb,  to  King,  v.  298 
Suffolk,  Lord,  to  King,  iv.  452 
Sugar,  duties   on,    ii.   437,  443,  444, 

450 
Sullivan,  James,  to  King,  i.  in,  152, 

169,  213,  222,  259,  487 
Survilliers,  Count,  v.  492,  493 
Sutton,  D.  J.,  Jr.,  ii.  256 
Sweden,  v.  327-330.  334 


Talavera,  battle  of,  v.  170,  172 
Talbot,  Colonel,  agent  for  United 
States  seamen  in  West  Indies,  ii. 
107,  146,  171,  172  ;  iii.  117,  118 
Talleyrand,  in  America,  i.  569,  571  ; 
asks  bribe  from  England,  ii.  261  ; 
correspondence  with  Gerry.  348, 
401,  405,  413,  432,  459  ;  resigns, 
iii.  72,  73  ;  Minister  of  Foreign  Af- 
fairs, 159;  negotiations  with  United 
States  envoys,  demands  bribes,  551- 
553  ;   anecdote  of,  as  to  peace  with 


INDEX. 


727 


Talleyrand — Cont  'd. 

England,  iv.  29  ;  conduct   to  Liv- 
ingston,  167,   168.     Letter  to  Liv- 
ingston, 450 
Taylor,  John,  to  King,  v.  427 
Temple,  Grenville,  to  King,  v.  248 
Territory,   Western,  i.   33-48,   72,  73, 
91,  92,  94,  99,   103-107,   121,  122, 
175-179,  191  ;  ordinance   of    1787, 
268-292 
Thompson,  Jonathan,  vi.  357 
Thompson,  Sir  Benjamin,  see  Count 

Rum  ford 
Thomson,   Smith,   to  King,  vi.  391  ; 

to  Van  Buren,  514,  517,  525 
Tompkins,    Daniel  D.,    vi.   263-26S, 
281-283,    317-324,    326-328,    336. 
337>   341-     Letter   to  J.   A.   King, 

323 
Toulon,  i.  548,  549 
Toussaint,  ii.  474,  476,  477,  4S3-488, 

49S-505,  511,  556-558 
Tracy,  Uriah,  to  King,  iv.  480,  499, 

502 
Treason,  v.  73-75 
Treasurer  of  United  States,  to  King, 

iv.  383 
Treasury  Department,  vi.  366,  367 
Treaty,    commercial,    with    England 

(1818),  vi.  182 
Treaty,  Jay's,  with  England,  i.   523, 

582  ;  in  Senate,  ii.  9  ;  Washington's 

delay  in   ratifying,    25  ;  in  House, 

papers  demanded  and  refused,  39- 

43  ;  proposed  amendment,  203,  204  ; 
6th   Article,    commissioners  under, 

83,  84,  note,  108  ;  persons  attainted, 
467,  468  ;  difficulties,  518,  534,  564, 
581,  582  and  note  ;  proceedings  sus- 
pended, iii.  22,  23,  43-46,  83,  84, 
91,  95-98,  122,  131,  151,  171,  172, 
175-181,  184,  185,  190  ;  explanatory 
article  proposed,  194-197,  199,215- 
220  ;  gross  sum  in  settlement,  221- 
227,  229,  230,  252,  345-350,  369, 
370,  423,  424,  432,  433,  435,  436, 
440,  442,  443,  452,  466,  467,  477, 
478,  4S0,  501-504,  513.  516,  517, 
518,  520,  521,  527-536;  iv.  7,  8, 
10,   II,  16-18.  25,   31.  32,  36,  37, 

44  ;  convention  settling,  46-52,  55- 
57,  91,  92  ;  Marshall  on  convention, 
116,  117  ;  convention  ratifies,  121, 
137.  143,  144,  148,  153  :  7A  Ar- 
ticle,   commissioners   under,    ii.   83, 

84,  note  ;  difficulties,  132,  620-634  ; 
payment  of  claims,  133,  134,  177, 
186,  187  ;  powers  of  commissioners, 


288-290  ;  objections,  620-634  ;  pro- 
ceedings suspended,  iii.  44,  51,  152, 
504,  530-536;  iv.  10,  II,  17,  18, 
44  ;  convention  concerning,  46-52, 
55-57  ;  proceedings  resumed,  70, 
80,  81,  141, 235, 287, 288,  292, 297  ; 
i8th  Article,  contraband  under, 
ii-  537,  560,  587-589,  600 ;  iii. 
16,  35,  36,  58,  59,  75,  106,  107,  149, 
376,  521,  522 

Treaty  of  peace  with  England,  iii. 
420 ;  anecdote  concerning,  578  ; 
French  efforts  to  influence,  v.  125- 
128 

Treaty  with  Algiers,  ii.  86,  87  and  note 

Treaty  with  France,  iii.  318  ;  English 
sentiment  on,  324,  330,  334  ;  Sen- 
ate action,  372,  391 

Treaty  with  Russia,  proposed,  iii.  22, 
30,  32 

Treaty  with  the  Porte,  proposed,  ii. 
589-591  ;  iii.  29,  85 

Treaty  with  Tunis,  ii.  204.  See 
Tunis,  Bey  of. 

Tredwell's  resolution,  i.  569,  570  and 
note 

Trinity  Church,  v.  37,  164  ;  connec- 
tion with  Columbia  College,  201- 
204,  215,  216 ;  dispute  between 
Jones  and  Hobart,  249-251  ;  chapels, 
300  and  note 

Ti-ipoli  declares  war,  iv.  23,  24 

Troup,  Robert,  letters  to  King,  i. 
540,  542,  544;  ii.  3,  no,  135,  328, 
344,  349,  362,  371,  391.  428,  465, 
523,  596;  iii.  14,  33,  91,  141.  170, 
207,  258,  289,  299,  315,  330,  340, 
358,  390,  409,  454,  458,  495,  514, 
525  ;  iv.  27,  102,  120,  135,  160, 
192,  203,  479-  494  ;  V.  3,  7.  9,  12, 
14,  29,  31,  32,  37,  86,  143,  183, 
212;  vi.  204,  275,  308,  320,  669; 
to  Pendleton,  v.  187 

Trumbull,  Col.  John,  declines  as 
agent  for  seamen,  ii.  77,  85  ;  com- 
missioner under  7th  Article,  83,  84, 
note  ;  through  France,  206  ;  to 
England,  v.  123  ;  his  paintings,  vi. 
45-48,  57.  63  ;  at  the  ball  of  the 
French  ambassador,  58,  59.  Letters, 
to  King,  iii.  98,  148  ;  v.  123,  143, 
149,  154,  159-  163,  170,  175,  182, 
218,  220,  221,  226,  240,  243,  246, 
274  ;  vi.  18S,  226 ;  to  Lee,  221 

Trumbull,  Mrs.,  at  the  ball  of  the 
French  ambassador,  vi.  57-59 

Truxton,  Captain,  takes  French  frig- 
ate,  ii.    461  ;    takes   L'Insurgente, 
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Truxton,  Captain — Cont'd. 

547  ;  in  United  States,  iii.  33,  461  ; 

gift  of  plate  for,  323,  382 
Tuiior,  \V..  Jr.,  to  King,  iv.  533,  540, 

541  ;  vi.  271 
Tunis,  Bey  of,  presents  for,  iii.  246, 

247,  256,  319,   329,   337,  338,  355. 

433,  439,  451,  485,  4S6,  499,   500; 

iv.  31,  82,  S3.  127,  188,  1S9 
TurnbuU,  J.,  to  King,  iii.  373,  498 


U 


United  States,  difficulty  of  raising 
money,  i.  120-124,  134,  137,  141, 
142,  172  ;  debt  to  France,  plan  for 
private  purchase,  423,  424,  623, 
624 ;  bonds  held  by  the  Dutch,  ii. 
284,  285  ;  commercial  relations 
with  England,  duties,  iv.  60-63, 
68-72,  78,  99,  III,  112,  119,  120, 
127,  142,  194-196,  204,  205  ;  bank- 
ers in  England,  114-116,  219  ; 
boundaries,  184,  215,216,  224,245, 
256,  329-332,  363  ;  proposed  seces- 
sion of  New  England,  New  York, 
and  New  Jersey,  346-371  ;  King  on 
foreign  relations,  586-599 


Van  Buren,  Martin,  vi.  245,  246, 
note  ;  nominated  senator,  382-384  ; 
candidate  for  Supreme  Court,  512- 
518,520-527.  Letters,  to  King,  322, 
331,  375,  422,  458,  472,  478,  481, 
515,  516,  528,529,610;  to  Thomp- 
son, 383,  516,  527 

Van  Gaasbeck,  Peter,  to  King,  i.  569  ; 
ii.  7 

Van  Ness,  William  W.,  charged  with 
bribery,  vi.  307-315  ;  resigns,  478- 
480.    Letters,  to  King,  v.  198,  501, 

519 
Van   Rensselaer,  J.    R.,  to  King,  v. 

507 
Van  Rensselaer,  Solomon,  attack  on, 

V.  33  and  note  ;  Van  Buren  on,  vi. 

375-377  ;    postmaster    at    Albany, 

438-450. 
Van   Rensselaer,  Stephen,   letters,  to 

King,  v.   286,  291,  431,   515,   521  ; 

vi.  250,  307 
Vansittart,  N.,  to  King,  iv.  519 
Vargas,  P.,  to  King,  iii.  447 
Varick,  Richard,  to  King,  ii.  541 
Vaughan,  W.,  to  King,  iv.  457 


Vermont  a  State,  i.   397,  398 
Verplanck,  Johnson,  to  King,  vi.  283 
Virginia,  resolutions,  ii.   580,  581  and 
note  ;  arms  of   militia,    vi.    gS  ;  on 
Missouri  Question,  346,  348,  349 


W 


Wadsworth,  Jere.,  to  King,  i.  221, 
264 

Wait,  Thomas  B.,  to  King,  vi.  103 

Wallace,  William,  to  King,  iv.  398 

"  War  in  Disguise,"  iv.  457,  458,  460, 
461,  474,  479;  answer  to,  by  Mor- 
ris, 494,  496-499 

War  of  1812,  declared,  v.  264  ;  con- 
duct of,  309,  310  ;  Russian  ofler  of 
mediation,  311,  342-345,  362  ;  ne- 
gotiations for  peace,  362,  371,  397, 
415,  417  ;  Federal  course,  422-424  ; 
treaty  of  peace,  469,  470  and  note 

Washington,  Bushrod,  letters,  to  King, 
iii.  255  ;  to  Chas.  King,  vi.  617 

Washington,  George,  i.  400  and  note  ; 
proclamation  of  neutrality.  King  on, 
438-454  ;  course  as  to  Genet,  477- 
480  ;  speech  to  Fourth  Congress,  ii. 
33  ;  Farewell  Address,  104  ;  vi.  612- 
621;  portrait  by  Stewart,  ii.  112,  199; 
popularity  in  England,  142  ;  at  in- 
auguration of  Adams,  159  ;  lieu- 
tenant-general, 362,  371,  372  ; 
death,  iii.  162-171,  186,  187,  202, 
206  ;  memorial  service,  oration  by 
Morris,  170,  171  ;  monument  by 
West,  254,  255  ;  Life  by  Bushrod 
Washington,  255,  256  ;  proposed 
Life  by  Stephens,  449,  450;  proposed 
statue,  vi.  188,  189,  220,  221.  Let- 
ters, to  King,  i.  322  ;  ii.  194,  251  ; 
to  Jay,  i.  209 

Watson,  Elkanah,  to    King,   i.    543, 

546 
Watson,  James,  to  King,  i.  546,  551 
Webster,   Daniel,   vi.   148,   473,   484, 

486.    Letter,  to  King,  241 
Webster,  Noah,  to  King,  ii.  181,  455, 

515  ;  V.  II,  34,  37 
Wellington,  Lord,  v.  222,  263,  264 
West  Indies,  British  depredations  in, 
iii.    153,    314,    315.    400,    403-405, 
468,  469  ;  trade  with,  iv.  157,  158, 
211,   2X2,   216,  255,   553  ;    ice  for, 

533-535.  540 
West  Point,  vi.  393,  394 
Wetmore,  W.,  to  King,  i.  364 
Wharton,  Isaac,  to  King,  i.  496,  498 
Wheaton,  H.,  to  King,  vi.  564 
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Wilberforce,  William,  on  Pitt,  iv.  21, 

22.    Letters,  to  King,  iii.  339,  377, 

510  ;  iv.  i8g,  206,  459  ;  v.  164,  210 

Wilcocks.  W.,  to  King,  i.  553 

Wilkes,  Charles,  to  King,  v.  434,  436, 

438 
William  the  Third,  anecdote  of,  iv.  22 
Williams,  Samuel,  iv.  126.   Letters,  to 

King,  ii.  214,  226,  229,  267  ;    iv. 

542 
Williamson,  William  D.,  to  King,  vi. 

258 


Willing,  Mr.,  vi.  38 

Willing,  Thomas  M.,  to  King,  vi.  189 

Wolcott,  Oliver,  to  King,  ii.   7;  iv. 

575-577  ;  vi.   113 
Worthington  College,  vi.  362,  363 
Worthington,  T.,  to  King,  vi.  395 


Yellovir   fever,   i.    496-499  ;    ii. 
403,  426-430,  456 
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